
  
    
      
    
  


  


  
    Chapter 201 Zect's Side, We are Adventurers


      Zect's POV 



      Still, what a city this is.


      "Zect... you look pale... are you okay?"


      "Zect-sama, are you all right?"


      A city where the Demon King and the Pope live in harmony... it's an amazing sight.


      Looking at this city, I can't help but think that it really has become peaceful... I really think so... but at the same time I can't help but be surprised.


      "Well, this sight is surprising, isn't it? Luna is one thing, but Marin, don't you notice this anomaly?"


      "Zect-sama, it's certainly strange, but we can't afford to think about it... Well, it's Ceres-sama country, of course, we should consider it that way..."


      "That's true..."


      That's what I think.


      This is Ceres country... anything goes.


      * * *


      "Heh~, so you live with Princess Marin? And that girl is?"


      "Luna."


      "Heh, Luna-chan, huh? She's cute."


      "...Yes."


      After that, Maria and Mel left because they had work to do.


      And then... only Lida, this girl who does nothing but play, is left.


      "You're really not busy, are you..."


      "Well, I'm not busy... because all I have to offer is a sword."


      "Then why don't you work as a vigilante or an adventurer? There are plenty of jobs out there if you don't choose one."


      "Hahaha, I don't want to work much..."


      What the hell is this girl thinking?


      She could've been a lady's maid.


      Although she didn't make it... she would've had a good position if she'd played a good role.


      Well, she's Ceres's follower, so she's got a role to play.


      In general, some of us may have been clumsy, some of us may have been fools, but we did our 'minimum job' as a 'Hero (Yuusha) party'. But this girl...


      This is not a good idea.


      "So what does Lida do all the time?"


      "Yeah, fishing... and playing with Ceres when he's free."


      She's an idiot...


      I was saved by the guy, but Ceres has the biggest flaw.


      He's a soft touch with his friends.


      The fact that he even tried to save me when I was a bum says it all.


      But, Ceres... that's not enough for some people.


      Lida will not make it.


      Well... since Ceres won't be back for a while... maybe I should do something.


      "Sorry, Marin, Luna we're going to have to work a little bit..."


      "That's what's good about you Zect-sama, it's fine."


      "You do what you want to do, Zect... I'm fine."


      "Oh, you're going to work? You don't need me then, do you? Then..."


      "Lida... you too."


      I caught Lida and smiled.


      * * *


      "Here it is, here it is..."


      "Why come to the Adventurers' Guild?"


      Even if the world is at peace, there is work to be done.


      Gathering herbs and cleaning ditches.


      Fighting isn't the only way to be an adventurer.


      Adventurers are also the handymen of the city.


      "Lida, Marin, Luna, why don't we take on a job?"


      "I'm good."


      "I'll help you if you say so, Zect."


      "Luna..."


      "Lida, you said you don't have a job. That's not true. You've got a job."


      "No, I don't have a job..."


      "but you're a sword saint... You're forgetting something, aren't you? You and I are both S-class adventurers... in other words, we're both adventurers... let's get to it."


      Now, let's see what we can do with this group.


      "All right."


      "I'm looking forward to it."


      "...It'll be fun."


      The war against the demons is over. So there won't be much to defeat.


      It's more of an animal hunt.


      A job we can all do...


      Time is time, and as far as I'm concerned, there's not much to do.


      This is good.


      "I think the four of us should take this job."


      "yes, we'll need your adventurer's card... Uhh, are you sure? The S-class rank..."


      "Is it no good?"


      "No, but... you're not kidding, right?"


      "Of course."


      "Okay, accepted then. Good luck with the four cleaners in the square..."


      Receptionist, your face is all scrunched up.


      Marin and Luna are here... this should be good.


      "Come on, Lida, let's go."


      "Why do I have to clean up after you?"


      "Hahaha, since we are a Hero (Yuusha) party, we don't have any experience in this kind of rookie job... let's do it! Lida, I keep telling you, we are adventurers! There's plenty of work to be done. Let's go clean up the square."


      "I know... Geez!"


      I take the reluctant Lida and head for the square.


      * * *


      "Marin, Luna, let's do it...!"


      "Yesss!"


      "Yes!"


      "Even though it's just a cleaning job..."


      Lida, It's a matter of tension.


      "Lida, this is a matter of tension. Let's do it! Let's do it!"


      "Ohhh..."


      "Oh!"


      "Oh, come on."


      I gave them brooms and garbage bags.


      After that, we worked until late in the evening, each earning three coppers, the kind of work a rookie adventurer would do.


      Still, it's better than playing around.


      We're adventurers... there's plenty of work to be done in the guild.


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 202 Zect's Side, The Escaped Sword Saint


      Zect's POV 



      Still, it is an amazing city.


      A city where demons and priests live together.


      It is said that the demon tribe has returned to the demon kingdom... so to speak, but since Ceres, who is worshipped as a great demon king and a divine dragon, is here, they seem to be immersing themselves in this country.


      And since Ceres, the object of their faith, is here, the popes are naturally immersed in this place.


      From my point of view, it's really unbelievable that the "existence that requested the defeat" and the "existence to be defeated" are living in harmony.


      But when is Ceres coming back?


      I'm afraid that my mother is in a bad mood and I'm going to get dragged into it.


      Anyway...


      "It's morning, it's the morning of hopeee! Come on, let's go to workkk!"


      "It's morning... it's morning..."


      "It's morning! Lida-san! Wake up!"


      However, this girl doesn't really get up in the morning unless there's fishing or playing involved.


      "Ummm... eh, Zect, I don't like it when you try to peek at me in my undignified state."


      Well, sure, this girl sleeps in pants and a shirt, which is sexy depending on one's point of view.


      But the way she sleeps so sloppily and drools ruins it all.


      "It's okay. I've known you since I was a kid, so I'm tired of seeing you like that."


      "That's terrible... we used to be in love, you know..."


      "Yes, we were... but neither you nor I have such feelings for each other now, do we? And if I was, I wouldn't have brought Marin and Luna."


      "That's true, but? Then what are you doing here so early in the morning... I'd rather stay in bed..."


      "Hey, what are you going to do with such self-indulgence? We were the Hero (Yuusha) party 'Light of Hope'! And you had your fans, and they called you the 'beautiful sword saint'... they're going to cry, you know."


      "Ugh, I understand... but what the hell do you want me to do?"


      "That's..."


      * * *


      "Welcome to the Hako-ness!"


      "Hako-ness... welcome!"


      "Hako-ness...why do I have to do this kind of thing...?"


      "Of course? The Adventurers' Guild offered us a job at this restaurant, so I took it."


      "Why don't you take a more serious job?"


      "Lida? We're S-class adventurers, we shouldn't take other adventurers' jobs. We should do what others don't want to do or won't do... in my opinion. Especially in a peaceful country like this, where there are few good paying jobs, and we have enough to spare, so we should be modest."


      "But then we don't have to work."


      "Lida, you know what? The world is at peace thanks to Ceres! There will be no more big defeats! So we have to think about living in this peaceful society from now on. We can only kill low intelligence demons and wild animals at most. So why don't you try your hand at some other things? You'll find something you want to do."


      "Yes, but... in a peaceful world, I wouldn't have to work."


      "You'd have to earn money."


      "No, I don't need money..."


      "What about food? You can't eat without money."


      "Well, I'll be self-sufficient I'll fish and hunt animals."


      "Where will you live?"


      "I'll live in a cave."


      "What about clothes?"


      "Sometimes I buy them with the money I make from hunting."


      Tsk, this girl sure knows how to survive.


      "Hey, you see..."


      "Well, I'm not going to be like that, okay? Ceres and the others wouldn't leave me behind."


      Ceres is overprotective, so he certainly wouldn't abandon Lida.


      "That's true... but..."


      "Well, okay, if Zect wants to work, I'll go with you."


      "No, no, I'm here to help you become a real person."


      "Zect... don't skip work."


      "Zect-sama, stop talking and do something with your hands!"


      "Okay..."


      Then we worked till dusk, one silver each.


      That's not bad work.


      "Well then, Lida, we'll see you tomorrow."


      "...yes."


      * * *


      Next day...


      "Lida, it's morning..."


      That bastard ran away...


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 203 Zect's Side, It's Your Fault for Running Away


      Zect's POV 



      "That bastard, she's getting away!"


      "Zect-sama"


      "Zect..."


      "Marin and Luna, please take the day off and rest."


      "What are you going to do, Zect-sama?"


      "Zect... what are you going to do?"


      Don't think you can escape me, you fool!


      "I'll catch the fool who ran away and put her to work... the hardest work of all."


      That's all I tell them, and I start running.


      * * *


      Don't think you can escape!


      We've known each other since we were kids and I know what you're up to.


      From her character, she's not someone who belongs in the city.


      She's more at home in the wild.


      When I looked in her room, I found no fishing rod.


      There's no way she doesn't have one, considering how much she likes to fish.


      So, she's fishing.


      I'm sure of it.


      Now that I have a clue... all I have to do is find her.


      * * *


      After that, I went to the guild.


      "No way, is there really that many places to fish in Kohane?"


      "This is a tourist town, so... Ahaha, it's impossible not to find it that much."


      That idiot, she's just fooling around!


      She must think I'll never find her.


      Besides, is she acting with confidence from that belief... Damn it.


      I won't forgive her anymore.


      * * *


      Lida's POV


      Hahaha, stupid, I'm sure Zect is looking for me.


      But this is Kohane, it's not a village.


      In a village there aren't so many places to fish...


      However, in this place, there's an ocean, a lake, and a river.


      There's no way he can narrow it down.


      And I came to the ocean.


      There's a rocky shore here, and it's not visible from the surroundings.


      There's no way he can find me.


      "Oh, I caught one... maybe I should cook it with salt."


      I'm not a good cook, but I can grill and make sashimi.


      "Well, it's delicious...it's so good it's making my cheeks droop"


      That's a lie... it doesn't taste good.


      Back then, Maria and Mel were here with me.


      And Ceres was with Zect...


      Si now, it doesn't taste so good alone... and when I catch a big one, I can't brag about it...


      I don't know why I'm like this.


      I just want to play together like we used to.


      Am I being left behind?


      Maybe I should do something...


      But I don't have anything I want to do.


      I know this isn't right, but I don't know what to do.


      Maybe... I should have kept fighting.


      No, that won't work.


      But the life of wielding a sword... no, I can't... I'm too much of a coward to fight.


      So, what should I do?


      Well, it's useless to think about it now.


      Let's just enjoy fishing.


      But then, it's already evening.


      Zect has probably given up by now.


      Okay, let's go home...


      * * *


      Zect's POV


      "Welcome back... Li... da...!"


      "Eeek, Zect..."


      What an idiot.


      As long as time is no object, I can wait for her in front of the house.


      After all, this is the only place she can come back to.


      "I wonder where you went so late? Lida? That's a fishing rod, right? You must have had fun breaking our promise!"


      "Zect... that I haven't forgotten, ahaha!"


      "Is that so?"


      "Ahahaha, are you angry? I'll definitely work tomorrow, okay?"


      I don't trust this girl.


      What are you talking about? You and I agreed to work today!"


      "But it's too late now, even if we go now, there's no work left."


      I knew she'd say that.


      But I've already taken care of that.


      "Well, we've got some 'work' to do, let's go."


      "You're lying, right? You can't be serious about making me work now... I don't want to."


      "Lida, it's your fault for running away because the appointment was today... so let's go."


      "What do you want me to do this late at night?"


      "We're going to clean out the underground sewers... and we'll be clean from now till morning."


      "We have to work all night...I hate it."


      "You hate it, but we're doing it...it's your fault for running away."


      "But..."


      "Come on, Marin and Luna are already asleep, but I'll go with you, let's go!"


      "You must have received this as a retaliation against me, right? I'm sure you did."


      "I'll be working too! Let's go!"


      In fact, I don't want to do it either.


      But there's no other work we can do at this time, so I have no choice.


      It's her fault for running away.


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 204 Zect's Side, There are Many People for Whom that Won't Work


      Zect's POV 



      "Ugh, it stinks and it's dirty, why do I have to do this?"


      "That's because you ran away! If you hadn't run away, we were going to help out at the tavern today."


      The good thing about this girl is even though she's complaining, she's still working.


      Simply put, she's booing, but she's still doing her job.


      Though this attitude makes her lose a lot of money.


      "But not this one, right? I'm still a girl. Why do you make me do this kind of work?"


      "That's because you're not very ladylike! Both Maria and Mel are the same, with zero feminine charm... not just in appearance, but also because they can't even do all the household chores properly."


      "Ugh, but I can't help it, can I? After all, we were a Hero (Yuusha) party."


      That's in the past, though.


      "Hey, that was a long time ago! Besides, don't you have Haruka-san who's good at cooking by your side now? You could just learn from her, couldn't you?"


      "My mom is no good! She's not as bad as my dad, Kazuma, but she turns into a demon when it comes to cooking..."


      "Is that so? Then why don't you learn from my mother or Misaki-san or Sayo-san? You have plenty of time."


      "But..."


      As usual, she doesn't want to do it.


      "You know... it's true that we didn't have time to learn because we were working as a Hero (Yuusha) party, but now we have plenty of time, don't we? I mean, even Marin, the princess, and Luna, the slave, can make soup for a large group of people! If they can do it, there's no way you can't make foos, right?"


      "Hahaha, I'm not good at household chores..."


      "Then you'll have to do manual labor! You don't like numbers or writing, so that's the only way for you, right?"


      "But I'm still a girl! Is that too much to ask?"


      What is this girl talking about?


      Even though she neglects household chores and cooking, she complains so much.


      "The world may be at peace, but just as I have the job of Hero (Yuusha), Lida, you have Sword Saint job... You have much more strength and stamina than the muscle-bound old man in the area! You can do any heavy work you want better than a man."


      "Ugh, you're right."


      Now there's nowhere to run.


      "Besides, if you don't have anything you want to do, you can start looking for it now! Ceres won't be back for a while, so I'm going to help you find something to do."


      "Does that mean you'll help me with my work like you did today?"


      "That's what I mean."


      "Hahaha, I'll find it myself, so it's okay..."


      "You couldn't find it, that's why you're here! You don't have the right to refuse."


      "That's outrageous! That's cruel! Zect!"


      "Being outrageous is fine! I'll stay with you until Ceres gets back, so let's just keep going."


      Ceres is really kind.


      He's even nice to me after I banished him, so he's a real gem.


      However, there are many people for whom that won't work.


      One of them is Lida.


      "Ehhh, okay, okay."


      "Well, it looks like we're almost done... so I'll pick you up tomorrow, or is it today? Anyway, I'll come pick you up, so let's do our best."


      "...Okay ...I understand."


      I ignored Lida's dead eyes and continued working.


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 205 Zect's Side, Framing


      Zect's POV 



      "Zect, you seem to be very strict with Lida-chan, don't you?"


      "Well! In her case, it's necessary to be tough! If I'm too gentle, she won't stand up on her own... In a world with as many battles as we've had up till now, that might be fine, but from now on, she needs to work properly... That's what I think."


      "Do you really say that? I think I would have said that to the old you... But, now you have the qualifications to say it... You've changed quite a bit."


      "Mom."


      "Well, that kid of mine now... She's completely lazy and useless! I really don't know who she takes after... Kazuma and I used to 'work hard', but..."


      "If that's the case, as a mother, I think Haruka-san should be strict with her..."


      "It's hard to say that! I mean, I left Kazuma and married Ceres, right? We divorced amicably, but unlike the other husbands, Kazuma didn't do anything wrong... if you put it this way, 'we're no longer interested in each other as a man and a woman'... if Lida hits that point... I don't know how to respond."


      "Certainly, Kazuma-niisan is a good man even from my perspective, and he treated me like a younger brother! But that's another matter. After all, it's too funny that a cook's daughter is not a good cook."


      "Yes, I think so too... so Zect please! I won't complain if you poke her a little, I'll leave it to you!


      "Nowadays, Zect should be fine, Haruka... He'll definitely do something, so don't worry."


      Irresponsible...


      "Mom, don't take it easy on me! Of course I'll take care of it, but I can't guarantee it."


      "Hehe, Zect, I bet you're trying to be like Ceres-kun, aren't you? Not as a hero, of course, but as a person? What do you think?"


      As expected of my mom, she sees through me.


      "You're right! I saw how hard he was working and I had to do the same... and I've been changing myself little by little... and I've got two people I have to protect..."


      "Yes, I can trust you now! So... would Ceres-kun refuse Haruka's request about Lida? And I don't think he'd say, 'Don't take it easy on me.' What do you think?"


      "Mom... that's not very nice."


      "Hehe, is it? But I'm sure Ceres-kun would do that... that's what I thought."


      "I see... I wouldn't refuse."


      How could he refuse Haruka-san's request? He's a good-natured guy who never gave up on me.


      "I'm sorry, but I need you to take care of the girl, Zect."


      "Got it, leave it to me."


      "You are my son, after all! Do your best so you don't lose to my husband, Ceres-kun!"


      "Mom... I understand."


      And now, there's no way I would say no after being told that.


      * * *


      I know Lida is eavesdropping in the hallway.


      So, I open the door, out of the blue.


      "Alright, Lida, it's time for another fun day at work...."


      "Z...Zect, did you notice?"


      "It's useless to try and hide your presence! Lida, you can't escape from Hero (Yuusha)! Hero (Yuusha)'s job is still alive and well... how can you not notice?"


      "Zect... I wish I could take the day off..."


      "I already got the tavern job today, but I'll give you the day off tomorrow, so go for it!"


      "Zect... I'm the Sword Saint, you know? It's funny if I work in here!"


      Those times are long gone.


      "You know... this is a world where the Demon king and the pope live in the same country and say hello to each other... and rumor has it that they even eat together sometimes? In such a world, what is the value of a Hero (Yuusha) or a Sword Saint? If you still want to be a "Sword Saint", you have to become a knight, a soldier, or a guard, don't you? Are you capable of working from morning till night everyday? If you really want to work as a knight, I'll ask the emperor through Marin! I'm sure he'll give you the rank of 'Knight-baron' as a former member of the Hero's party!"


      "Zect, you're joking...that's a lie. Let's go to the tavern."


      As expected, Lida doesn't like to be stiff... so she won't be able to serve at the palace.


      "Then, let's go!"


      "Okay..."


      I started to walk, ignoring Lida's disapproving eyes.


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 206 Zect's Side, Responsibility


      Zect's POV 



      "It was right under our noses all along, huh?" I said.


      "Yeah... but I'm sure Lida will be fine with this... it's her true calling," said Maria.


      "Definitely, she's really suited for it and seems to enjoy it," said Mel with agreement.


      Since then, Lida and I have experienced several different jobs together.


      And she ended up as a 'nanny (daycare workers)'.


      Come to think of it, Lida liked to play a lot and was popular with the kids.


      This is truly her calling.


      'Play around with children and protect them from danger.'


      Lida, the sword saint, can easily protect children by using his ability to sense danger...and she's happy to play with them since he enjoys it so much.


      Well, well... this is definitely the right job for her.


      "Zect..." called Luna.


      "Hey, Luna, you wanna play too? You can go ahead," I ask.


      "Yeah... I'll go now," replied Luna.


      Today, Marin is hanging out with my mom and the others.


      So, it's just Maria, Lida, Mel, and Luna in this place.


      "Ahaha, it's funny, I used to think of Ceres as 'motherly', but Zect, you're like a mother too," Maria said, laughing.


      "Do you really think so? I wonder why he's surrounded by so many men with girl power." Mel asked.


      "Maria, Mel... it's because you two are not very feminine. I and Ceres are plenty manly, but you two can't do anything, so we end up 'doing' it. I don't mind it, but you owe Ceres an apology," I replied.


      "But you've changed so much, the old Zect would have been angry not at Ceres, but at himself..." Maria added.


      "Yeah, yeah, I wouldn't say apologize to Ceres! Besides, you've taken good care of Lida, haven't you?" Mel asked.


      "I didn't think I could do so much... But I'm glad she finally got a job, and I'm sure Maria will feel better knowing that the church is looking out for her in the day care center," I replied.


      "I know... but Zect, you really have changed," said Maria.


      "Yeah, it's surprising," Mel said in aggreement.


      "I don't know, but if you think I've changed, I'm happy. And I'm sorry, I shouldn't have abandoned Ceres like that..." I said.


      "Don't worry about it! Looking back, Zect did his best...we can see that he tried hard even though the results didn't come out well," Maria replied.


      "Yeah, Zect didn't do anything wrong for not being able to do it...and we were wrong for making Ceres's heart flutter for Zect," Mel added.


      "Then..." Zect trailed off.


      ""It's a mutual thing (I guess),"" Maria and Mel said with a shrug.


      Finally, the tension dissipated, and I was forgiven.


      Lida's job is fixed, and everything is resolved. All that's left is to wait for Ceres and drink...yeah...


      "You know, Zect, you've changed into a great guy," said Maria.


      "Yeah, I think so too!" Mel said in aggreement.


      What's the matter with them... They're all serious all of a sudden.


      I feel like I've seen this kind of face somewhere before.


      When was it?


      "What's wrong!? You suddenly look serious... it's scary," I exclaimed, eyeing Maria and Mel with concern.


      Maria hesitated before responding, "Well, you see, Zect... if you still had your old personality, I wouldn't have said anything... I wouldn't have wanted to be with you... but now it's different... can you take responsibility?"


      Mel nodded in agreement, adding, "Yeah, that's right. Even though we didn't cross the final line, you played with our bodies... you have to take responsibility, right?"


      I seemed taken aback by their accusations, asking, "Responsibility?"


      Maria rolled her eyes, "What's wrong? You understand what responsibility means, right? You confessed that you like me and dedicated everything to me except my chastity as your girlfriend, right?"


      Mel also rolled her eyes, "You touched my breasts and buttocks a lot, and even kissed me outside... How can you not take responsibility, 'Hero (Yuusha)-sama'? Or, since you even have a lovely slave for a princess... you won't say you don't want me, will you?"


      "I regret what happened back then, so I haven't laid a finger on Marin or Luna..."


      Maria interjected, "But that's irrelevant now, isn't it? We're talking about the responsibility towards us."


      Mel nodded in agreement, "That's right, that's right."


      Indeed, I... was that kind of person.


      Looking back, I didn't cross that line because I'm a Hero.


      Still, I did... do that.


      And the reason why I did those things was because of what I heard from Ceres before...


      A woman who's been touched by another man.


      That would certainly dampen any chance of a marriage...


      So, I'll have to take responsibility.


      After all, my best friend Ceres is taking full responsibility.


      "I understand. If both of you say it's okay with me, I'll take responsibility! But are you sure you want me... hey!" I said, determined to make things right.


      "Lidaaaaa! Zect's going to take responsibility!" Maria exclaimed, excitedly.


      "Our future husband! Our future husband!" Mel also exclaimed.


      Then, Lida came running.


      At this, her eyes widened with hope and anticipation, "Is it true... you'll make me your wife? Then I don't have to work anymore..."


      Zect chuckled nervously, "I'll take responsibility... but we have to talk about this with Marin too, so please wait a while... and Lida, even after we're married, you still have to work."


      ""Zect... you're good"" Mel and Maria exchanged a look and said in unison.


      "No... way" Lida stammered.


      “Of course (sweat)”


      When I thought about it carefully... I couldn't just run away after going that far.


      I used to think "I'm not the bad guy."


      but when it comes to men and women, I certainly did... things.


      Mom used to say with a smile, 'I bet you're trying to be like Ceres-kun, aren't you?' But I never imagined... even she wouldn't have guessed this.


      ※Zect Side's story is coming to an end.


 
      
       

    

  


  


  
    Chapter 207 Former Hero VS Mothers


      Zect's POV 



      It feels like I've fallen into a trap, but there's no helping it.


      It's true that I haven't crossed the final line.


      But I have memories of getting naked with Lida and Maria, putting them on my lap, and rubbing their breasts while drinking, and with Mel, we were almost doing something like a naked thigh job.


      In a way, I haven't crossed the final line, but I have memories of treating them like prostitutes.


      If I am talking about responsibility, I definitely have it.


      I wonder if this is the blood and influence of my father Sector... The punishment for my bad womanizing habits.


      'I can't believe I did something like that to my childhood friend.'


      I'm definitely scum.


      If I weren't one of the Four Heroes, I probably would have easily crossed the final line and taken their virginity.


      Now that I think back on it... aside from everything else, my "bad womanizing habits" is something I can't deny.


      And on top of that, I was showing off those acts to Ceres...


      There's no doubt about it...I'm an enemy of women.


      But somehow, at that time, I bought Luna as a slave and became her master, awakening something like a brother or fatherly instinct in me.


      Well, something like that.


      If someone were to treat Luna the way I treated them back then, I would definitely turn them into charcoal with the Hero's secret technique "Wings of Light"...


      And on top of that, we were fooling around in public...it's like I'm hurting someone who's already wounded.


      'I'll take responsibility.'


      Of course, I will!


      * * *


      "My son has something to tell everyone. Sayo, Haruka, Misaki, would you mind listening?"


      "If Zect-san wants to talk to us, does it mean about Mel?"


      "Zect, well it's about Lida isn't it? My stupid daughter has been causing you a lot of trouble... so okay, what do you plan to do about it?"


      "Zect-chan, is it about Maria? And what are your plans to resolve it? If you're going to be so bold as to take this on, it means you're going to take some responsibility, doesn't it?"


      Their faces are smiling, but I'm scared.


      More so than when I faced Mammon or a dragon.


      How come I didn't notice it before...


      That Mom and her friends are this scary?


      "Yes... this time, I've decided to take responsibility and face it head-on."


      "That's what he’s saying! Can you forgive him?"


      "Well, I suppose it's fine! If you take full responsibility, auntie won't say anything. My Mel had a crush on you too, so I'll forget about the 'you ran away after all that' thing... I won't put you on ice, don't worry."


      Even though she says so, I can see a black aura emanating from Sayo-san...


      "T-thank you very much."


      "Ah, don't worry about it too much! After all, I caused you trouble with Lida's work... Even though you went as far as to grope another person's daughter and then run away, I thought, 'Maybe I should cut your face to teach you a lesson.' But since the empty-headed Lida is at fault, my feelings have been settled... So it's not a problem, just be happy... Although, that person is really lazy..."


      Enough already... if you say you'll take responsibility for her, that's fine. She was in trouble because there was no one else besides Zect-chan! In the eyes of the world.


      From a public standpoint, it was difficult for her to marry someone else because there are many rumors about her and Zect-chan, so it was difficult to marry someone else. Well, it's quite embarrassing that such rumors are circulating... Cough, well, leaving that aside, the three of you, including my Maria, only have relationships with two men. One is Ceres-chan and the other is you, Zect-chan! The scale is too grand, so other boys are out of the question... It's too complicated to love a man who is with his mother, honestly, I'm relieved... Anyway, let's forget about everything that's happened so far... Please take care of Maria."


      "Yes, I will make her happy."


      """Please take care of her (Please)."""


      Greeting the mother figures is enough. My father and his new wife are living a different life, so a letter will suffice.


      I was prepared to be beaten up at worst, that's why I came alone without telling the three of them.


      It's a relief that everything ended well.


      I'm glad it's all over.


      Now... it's just Marin and Luna...


      My stomach is in knots... I realized it once again.


      Ceres... you're amazing.


      Well done... marrying these four people.


      Ignoring the "auntie", my hands have been sweaty for a while now.


      "Zect... did you just think of something strange? Hehehe, you made a weird face."


      "Zect, what were you thinking? Tell your Onee-chan, I won't get angry."


      No, Haruka-san will definitely get angry.


      "Zect-san... what were you thinking?"


      "Zect-chan... what's up?"


      "No, nothing..."


      With that, I slowly ran away from this room, feeling like I couldn't live.


      ※This story is adapted from the first chapter of the manga book series.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 208 Zect's Side, Ceres' Power


      Main character's POV 



      My stomach really hurts.


      Ceres must have a stomach of steel...


      Afterwards, I talked to Marin and Luna about what happened this time.


      Luna probably didn't understand it well... So, she said, "I'll leave it to 'Zect'," and it ended there.


      But the problem was Marin.


      "Please consult with me, the main wife, first when it comes to things like this."


      But, we're not married yet, right?


      Well, since I intend to marry her, there shouldn't be a problem...


      "I'm sorry. I decided on my own without consulting you."


      "You don't need to apologize... we just went back to the way things were! But from now on, please follow the proper procedures... there are many things to consider."


      "Many things?"


      "Yes."


      According to Marin, if I had defeated the Demon King as it was, Marin would be the main wife as the princess, and Maria, Lida, and Mel would be the concubines.


      That was the future that could have happened.


      But thanks to Ceres, the world became peaceful and there was no longer a need for me to fight against the demon tribe.


      There were other things that were said and left unresolved.


      In the end, this story was put on hold.


      It seems that's how it is.


      "I see, there was certainly a possibility that it could have turned out that way if things had remained as they were."


      "That's correct... so please be prepared for the day that may come... that's what I was thinking, but please prepare yourself mentally."


      "I'm sorry."


      "Well then, since it's better to talk about it sooner rather than later...shall we discuss our plans for the future with Maria-san and the others starting now?"


      "Indeed, let's do that."


      I went to call Maria and the other girls.


      * * *


      "Are we going to meet Princess Marin now?" Maria asked.


      "I don't want to," Lida said.


      "It sounds like a hassle," Mel added.


      Regardless of how Maria feels, as members of the 'Hero (Yuusha) Party', Lida and Mel have talked to the princess before and should understand the importance of the meeting.


      But, Lida, Mel... both of you...


      Is it because Ceres spoiled them?


      "You guys said it yourselves: take responsibility for this. So, I'll take responsibility, which means accepting the three of you as my wives... Do you understand that?" I said, addressing three of them.


      "Yes, I understand... You will make me your wife, right?" Maria asked.


      "You will make me your wife... that's what you're saying," Lida confirmed.


      "You will marry me? That's what you meant, right?" said Mel.


      "Yeah, I won't go as far as doing that and not taking responsibility... We did a lot of things when we were naked," I said.


      "Hehe, it's embarrassing, but yeah," said Maria.


      "That's right, you did a lot of things to me," said Lida.


      "You will marry me? That's what you meant, right?" Mel clarified.


      "That's right, we didn't cross the final line, but I have to take responsibility for what I did... However, we forgot an important thing. We are former members of the Hero (Yuusha) Party and important people. Even though we retired, we must marry properly," I said.


      "Don't you think it's a hassle?" said Maria.


      "I think so too," said Lida.


      "I also think so," said Mel.


      "No, we have to follow proper procedures," I said


      What are these guys talking about?


      Lida and Mel would laugh, but not Maria.


      "So, it's true that the main wife is Princess Marin, and everyone else, including Luna-chan, is a concubine... But is that all?" Maria said.


      "Hmm, and then, Zect will take the virginity of Princess Marin first, and we'll go next... Is that right?" said Lida.


      "I see, as long as we're careful about that," said Mel


      "No, it won't be that easy. Everyone has their own position," I said.


      "But... since Ceres-sama hasn't had a church wedding yet, I think it's better to have Ceres-sama perform the ceremony first since Mariane-sama and the others will be there," Maria said.


      "Yeah, if we have it after Ceres-sama, it'll be fine," said Lida.


      "Lida... We're Ceres-sama's vassals, you know! But Zect, is there anything else we need to be aware of?" said Mel


      "We're important people. So we need to inform various places, right?" I said.


      "Zect... Don't forget. The highest person in this world is Ceres-sama... In terms of the position of the church, he's like a real god, you know?" Maria said.


      "Yes, that's right. Ceres is the most important, it's common sense!" said Lida.


      "Lida... you should call him, Ceres-sama! But since our childhood friend is a real god, all we have to do is tell him 'I want to marry Zect' when he come back," said Mel.


      "Don't you think it's a hassle?" asked Maria.


      "I think so too," said Lida.


      "I also think so," said Mel.


      "No, we have to follow proper procedures," I said.


      What are these guys talking about?


      Lida and Mel would laugh, but not Maria.


      "Yeah, it's true that the main wife is Princess Marin, and everyone else, including Luna-chan, is a concubine... But is that all?" Maria asked.


      "Yeah, and then, Zect will take the virginity of Princess Marin first, and we'll go next... Is that okay?" said Lida.


      "That's right, as long as we're careful about that," said Mel.


      "No, it won't be that easy. Everyone has their own position," I said.


      "But... since Ceres-sama hasn't had a church wedding yet, I think it's better to have Ceres-sama perform the ceremony first since Mariane-sama and the others will be there," suggested Maria.


      "Yeah, if we have it after Ceres-sama, it'll be fine," said Lida.


      "Lida... We're Ceres-sama's vassals, you know! But Zect, is there anything else we need to be aware of?" asked Mel.


      "We're important people. So we need to inform various places, right?" I said.


      "Zect... Don't forget. The highest person in this world is Ceres-sama... In terms of the position of the church, he's like a real god, you know?" reminded Maria.


      "Yes, that's right. Ceres is the most important, it's common sense!" said Lida.


      "Lida... you should call him, Ceres-sama! But since our childhood friend is a real god, all you have to do is tell him 'I want to marry Zect' when he come back," said Mel.


      Um... let's see...


      Right, there's a statue of Ceres in the church next to the goddess statue, called the "Divine Dragon Ceres."


      So, should we just talk to the parties involved and report back to Ceres?


      There's Princess Marianne, Princess Frey, and the previous saint, Cecilia-sama...


      All of them are his wives and the demon people call him 'the Great Demon King' as their ruler.


      Sigh~ Do I have to rely on Ceres again?


      I've already dumped everything on him in this world, and now I'm dealing with "women issues."


      Well, now that I think about it, Ceres is my stepfather...this will be the last time I ask for help.


      "Yeah, that sounds about right."


      That's all I could say.


      * * *


      "I see... I had forgotten that Zect-sama's childhood friend is Ceres-sama's childhood friend too... We just need to decide the hierarchy among the parties involved... I will be the main wife, and I will decide on the head concubine, and then leave the rest to Ceres-sama... Yes, that should be good... Afterwards, I will discuss with Marianne-oneesama and decide on the ceremony for Ceres-sama... That's all we need to decide," said Maria.


      "The ceremony for Ceres, huh?" said Lida.


      "Yes, Zect-sama. I heard that Ceres-sama did not have a church wedding because they had a guild wedding... we have to take that into consideration. If Ceres-sama and the others don't hold their wedding ceremony in a church, we need to have a guild wedding in Ceres-sama's presence, I think," said Mel.


      That's right, Princess Marianne, the first princess, didn't have a wedding ceremony, so it might be weird for the second princess, Marin, to have one...


      "Then let's go with that plan," I said.


      "Yes, I think it's a good idea," replied Maria


      "She's right! I agree," added Lida.


      "Yes, I think that's fair," added Mel


      """Now, who should be chosen as Zect's first concubine? (Now, who should be chosen as Zect's first concubine then?) (!) (choose?)""" asked Maria.


      "That would be Luna, right?" said Zect.


      "...Zect, me?" asked Luna, surprised.


      "Yes, Luna," replied Zect.


      "But why, Zect!? I know Princess Marin is the main wife... but why is Luna-chan the first in line?" asked Maria.


      "Well, we have...a certain relationship, don't we?" replied Zect.


      "You mean like that time we...did things? Don't tell me you did that with someone as small as Luna-chan," said Maria, incredulously.


      What the hell are these guys talking about?


      "I never said anything like that to Marine or Luna, but when I lost everything and was feeling down, Luna was there for me as a source of emotional support. If I hadn't met Luna, I might still be struggling to get back on my feet. That's why I can't compromise on this," I said.


      "Well it's true that Zect was going through a tough time and Luna was there for you," Maria replied.


      "I agree... we weren't there for Zect... but for Ceres," Lida added.


      "Lida... you talk too much...but you're right, of course. There's no arguing with that," Mel apologized.


      Good.


      If someone had objected here, it would have been a problem.


      'I should have chosen Ceres back then,' I muttered to myself.


      I'm glad I didn't say that because I didn't want to say that.


      "It's almost a done deal now," I remarked


      """""I guess so. (Yeah, right.)"""""


      Maybe because Ceres was involved... it was an easy decision.


      Now we just have to wait for Ceres to come back.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 209 The End of Vacation


    Main character's POV 


      I think I'm playing too much. I thought.


      But at this point, there was almost nothing else to do.


      The world is at peace, and the political affairs of Kohane were managed entirely by the officials.


      After all the struggles I had been through, I just wanted to take it easy from now on.


      However, this easy life was different from what I had expected.


      And I'm honestly at a loss to answer the question 'how is it different?'


      I have plenty of money and power.


      Everyone looked at me and said I was happy, but...


      But this idea of happiness was different.


      I don't need all this money and power.


      I just wanted to work the fields, make a family with my beloved wife, and live a normal life.


      The life of a married couple in Jimna Village.


      That's the ideal. I thought.


      But now, it was pointless to dwell on it.


      I can't change the past...


      Still, I felt like I had been taking it too easy for too long.


      And it was probably time to go back.


      I hoped Shizuko and the others wouldn't be too angry when we got home.


      Well, it was important to accept the consequences of my actions.


      * * *


      Several letters had arrived at the hotel reception.


      The fact that they are letters without communication crystals is, well, just out of consideration.


      One was from the Demon King Lucifer, who apparently recruited Zect as one of his Four Heavenly Kings.


      But...why is there a Demon King in Kohane?


      When I accepted the role of Great Demon King, he made a promise to return to the Demon Country, so why is he here?


      Even though he's a Demon King, is it okay for a king to leave his country?


      Well, the Demon Lord is strong, and the world is peaceful with no wars between the humans and demons or the Church.


      The world is at peace... so there is no problem.


      Then, two letters had arrived from Zect.


      The contents are, well, just like him.


      One said, 'I'm in Kohane. Let's have a drink.'


      The other letter said...


      'I've decided to take responsibility and marrying them.'


      Something like that.


      All five of them will marry, including my childhood friends, Lida, Maria, Mel, Princess Marin, and a girl named Luna whom I don't know.


      And it's the right thing to do.


      That was the content.


      Well, if Zect defeats the Demon King.


      It is customary for him to marry Princess Marin as his wife and take Lida, Maria, and Mel as his concubines.


      Adding Luna to the mix, that's the situation.


      I see, he's made up his mind.


      That's good.


      Originally, those three were Zect's lovers, and they had almost physical relationships.


      Of course, being Hero (Yuusha), they didn't cross the line... but I don't think that can be called pure.


      To put it simply, they were doing some pretty extreme stuff except for the final act.


      Moreover, Zect had a bad reputation when it came to women and he was showing off to me because he wanted to one-up me.


      He even gave me a peace sign when he saw me passing by while he was having those three naked women serving him with the door open.


      The other two were one thing, but Lida is my best friend.


      Not in a romantic way, but in a boyish way where we like to go fishing and catch beetles.


      It was very awkward to see her engaged in sexual acts.


      To be honest, when Zect left the three of them behind, I was at a loss.


      I mean, they are my childhood friends and my stepdaughter, so I don't know what to do...


      To be frank, if they don't end up with Zect, they don't have a place to go.


      After all, it's well known in public that they are with him intimately.


      This situation probably won't lead to good marriage prospects.


      At worst, I would have to keep my stepdaughters with me for the rest of their life as a stepdaughters. But now…


      'I'm glad, really glad...'


      I thought sincerely.


      And now, there was a letter written by Shizuko on behalf of the group.


      its contents were largely in agreement with what Zect had said earlier.


      If Zect was going to marry the girls, then I should make a firm decision too.


      For the record, I already married through the guild, but not through the church.


      Zect is a Hero (Yuusha) and Maria is a saint.


      There is no choice not to have the ceremony in a church.


      Besides, Mariane is the first princess and Marin is the second princess.


      It's funny that Mariane, the first princess, doesn't have a ceremony while the second princess does.


      'We need to talk about whether or not we should have a ceremony too... as soon as possible...'


      * * *


      "Everyone, we can all enjoy today, but tomorrow we should make a decision and start making plans to leave this place."


      Thus, I told them about the situation.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 210 Goddess' Jealousy


    Main character's POV 


      I will talk to Shizuko and the others later, but for now I need to wrap up the discussion here.


      It's good that all parties involved are present.


      We're currently traveling on a flying dragon ship, so we have plenty of time.


      "As I mentioned earlier, what do you think we should do?" I ask.


      "Well, if my dear little sister is having a wedding ceremony, as the first princess, I can't simply ignore it and not have one myself," replied Princess Mariane.


      "Yeah, it might be a little weird for me, as a princess of the kingdom, not to have a ceremony when your little sister is having one," said Princess Frey.


      "I agree... Since Maria, the former saint, is having a ceremony, I might get some criticism from the church if I don't have one as well, but I don't think there is anyone in the world who would complain about Ceres-sama. Should I ask the church what the proper form is?" added Saint Cecilia.


      """Proper Form?"""


      What does she mean?


      "Yes, the highest honor for a wedding ceremony in the church is to be conducted by Pope Romalis. But since Ceres-sama is already God, it might be difficult to follow the traditional way. The same goes for Zect-sama's ceremony... Normally, Pope Romalis, the noblest man in the world, should perform the ceremony, but since he is Ceres-sama's friend, it would be more honourable if Ceres-sama performs it," explained Saint Cecilia.


      That sounds quite complicated


      "I agree... So, how should we conduct the wedding of the most important person in the world?" said Princess Mariane.


      "What if we just make an announcement?" suggested Princess Frey.


      "Although you're right, Frey, people wouldn't be satisfied with just that. Even royal weddings are celebrated for a couple of weeks. We can't make it less than that," said Saint Cecilia.


      "That's true, and the guests will be difficult to manage. It's a given that all the royalty and Pope Romalis will be there, but Ceres-sama is also the Gread Demon King and there will be powerful member of the Demon Tribe, and there's also the matter of the Dragon Tribe... Cecilia, is it okay for you to have a church ceremony?" said Princess Mariane.


      "I don't think a church ceremony is suitable for the Demon Tribe... This might be bad if we don't discuss it with the demon tribe through Pope Romalis... In some cases, we might need to ask the Goddess Ishtas to give me an oracle. And there are greater beings in the Dragon Tribe than Goddess Ishtas, so... what should we do?" replied Saint Cecilia.


      I may need to ask Bauer-sama too.


      "Well then, Cecilia can handle matters related to the church, Marianna and Frey can handle matters related to the royal family, and I'll discuss matters related to the dragons," I suggested. "Is that alright?"


      "That sounds good to me," Princess Mariane replied.


      "That seems to be the only option," Princess Frey agreed.


      "I think that's a good idea... but it will take quite a bit of time to gather everything together," Saint Cecilia cautioned.


      "Cecilia, long are we talking about?" I asked.


      "Normally, preparations for a royal marriage can take years, so I think we'll need even more time than that," Saint Cecilia replied.


      That's true. However, if it too long, Zect and Lida would suffer needlessly. But then, if they had stayed in the village normally, they would have been married and living there long ago.


      'What should I do?' I thought.


      I couldn't let this chance slip by. Zect had made up his mind, and he couldn't afford to waver now.


      I thought back to my previous life, where there was a way to get married without religion, but it's hard in this world, isn't it?


      As I was thinking about that... my mind suddenly went blank.


      * * *


      "It's been a while, Yellow Dragon Ceres," said Bauer the Underworld Dragon.


      "Long time no see, Ceres-sama," replied Goddess Ishtas.


      Once again, it's sudden... In front of me is the underworld dragon Bauer-sama, and the goddess Ishtar-sama.


      "Um, did something urgent come up this time?" I asked.


      "No, this time it's not me but Ishtas who has something to do with it... sorry...," Buer the Underworld Dragon apologized.


      For some reason, the always divine Bauer-sama looks weak.


      While we're at it, maybe I should ask him.


      "Do dragons get married?" I ask.


      "Dragons don't get married... It would be an incredible pain for us who live infinitely to pledge eternity... it's not in our nature... well, I've heard of some of them marrying other people on a whim, but it's only for a hundred years or so, it's a joke... But you can do what you like... the problem is over there," Bauer-sama explained.


      Goddess Ishtas, huh?


      "You're really terrible! Even though it's 500 years later, we're still engaged! When I peeked down from heaven, you were doing things that made me envious... or rather, things that were really free," Goddess Ishtas exclaimed.


      Was she watching me...? That's embarrassing.


      "I'm sorry," I apologize.


      "Cough, oh, no, that's fine. But Ceres-sama, what about your promise of love to me, who is also your fiancé? And because it makes me feel uncomfortable... That's why I've made up my mind," Goddess Ishtas said, trying to change the subject.


      Made up her mind about what?


      And why won't you make eye contact with me, Bauer-sama?


      And why does he look down...


      "Made up your mind? About what?"


      "Yes, I've decided to push back the timeline by 500 years, to the time when I'll be your wife," Goddess Ishtas said firmly.


      "Wait a minute... can you at least give me a hundred years to wait?" I pleaded.


      "No, don't people say that haste makes waste? That's why I've already issued an oracle," Goddess Ishtas said.


      "An oracle?" I repeated.


      "Yes, an oracle that officially declares Ceres-sama my husband in the church! Of course, I've also given my blessing to the other marriages," Goddess Ishtas declared proudly.


      "Oh no, why didn't you wait for me?" I asked, frustrated.


      "Because seeing you and the others being lovey-dovey made me mad," Goddess Ishtas admitted.


      'Because of that, huh?' I thought.


      Alright, there's no choice but to accept this reality.


      Zect had already decides, and so had I...


      "So, I'm going to attend the joint wedding with Hero (Yuusha) as Ceres-sama's bride, so please treat this unworthy person kindly," Goddess Ishtas continued.


      "Well..." I said toward Bauer-sama.


      "Don't even look at me..." Bauer-sama replied.


      "Um, okay," I replied quietly at Goddess Ishtas's words.


      She said she'd wait 500 years...


      But if Bauer-sama can't do anything, I'll just have to accept it.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 211 The Underworld Dragon and Goddess


    Main character's POV 


      With a happy face, Ishtas-sama disappeared.


      Even I, who knows the world is mostly monotheistic, have no intention of opposing the goddess.


      However, why does it seem like the goddess is surprisingly disappointing?


      But I think there is more to this story.


      A common sense person? Would a rational being like Bauer-sama, even as a rational dragon, allow such an unfair tale?


      I'm sure there must be something else going on.


      As proof, Ishtas-sama is still around.


      I have to think... there must be something going on.


      "Good for you, Yellow Dragon Ceres...the problem is now solved..." Bauer-sama congratulates me.


      Has anything good happened in this story so far?


      I don't know.


      "Did something get resolved?" I asked.


      "Yes...rejoice, Ceres," replied Bauer-sama, "this is where your biggest dream comes true."


      "My dream?" I asked, surprised.


      "I told you before," Bauer-sama said, "it's about your wife's lifespan."


      ◆◆Flashback◆◆


      'Maybe I will still love everyone even 500 years from now,' I said.


      'Ceres...I'm telling you, they probably won't love you 500 years from now,' Bauer-sama replied.


      That's not true...I'm sure everyone will still love me.


      'That's not true...it's absolutely not true,' I said.


      'Listen well, Ceres... humans are reincarnated. Unlike us, who will never die. In the near future they will die, come to this underworld, and be reborn. No matter how much you love each other, they cannot carry their memories into the next life. Even though they become my servants, I can only interfere with them while they are dead and in the underworld... I'm sorry, but that's the truth of this world," Bauer-sama replied and explained.


      * * *


      Is that it?


      "Is that... about everyone's death and reincarnation?" I asked.


      "That's right. There was a solution to it... and it's been resolved," Bauer-sama replied.


      "What do you mean?" I asked, curious.


      It seems that the structure of immortality of dragons and gods is different, and much of the immortality of gods depend on living in the divine realm.


      Simply put, 'time moves extremely slowly for creatures in the divine realm...' It's said that time there progresses so slowly that it's almost as if it has stopped altogether


      "So, unlike us dragons, the gods don't really live forever. They just 'live so long they seem immortal.' That's the truth," Bauer-sama explained.


      "Okay, so... what does that mean?" I asked.


      "Listen, Ceres... if you make them drink your blood, you can make then young again, well, there's a limit, but they'll be young again, and once they're rejuvenated, they can live with Ishtar in the divine realm. That way, the issue is resolved... They won't be immortal, but they will gain a lifespan of almost a few hundred billion years, just like the gods... That's almost a solution, right?" Bauer-sama explained.


      Why... almost?


      "What do you mean by 'almost'?" I asked.


      "You are the real deal, immortal. But your partner will only be 'immortal-ish' and will eventually have to part with you. That's why it's 'almost'." Bauer-sama explained.


      "I see..." I nodded.


      "But as a dragon,I don't understand why you would choose to live with multiple partners for a lifetime when you could have one all to yourself, even if they're gods and not dragons. It's a foolish thing to do," Bauer-sama continued, somewhat baffled.


      "Hahaha, I suppose so," I laughed.


      Goddess Ishtas is known for her compassion.


      Surprisingly, I think she knew this would happen.


      "And you know... only your wives will have the 'false immortality'," Bauer-sama reminded.


      "Of course..." I replied.


      "Well, that's good... because you're a good-natured guy... and I'm afraid Hero (Yuusha) is going to say he's your childhood friend too. Be sure not to tell anyone except those involved, and try your best not to forget," Bauer-sama warned.


      And then I was returned to the world once again.


      * * *


      Goddess Ishtas's POV


      I was always alone.


      I've been alone for a terrible long time.


      But after waiting 500 years, my beloved husband finally appeared by my side.


      I was so happy.


      So, using my godly powers, I always kept an eye on Ceres.


      No matter how much I watched him, I never grew tired of it.


      And as a long-time bachelor, I've done some radical things that make me blush...


      I've even made sexy lingerie and bathrooms in anticipation of 500 years from now.


      But it feels empty.


      I still have to wait 500 years...


      And I know Ceres really loves those children.


      I don't know if Ceres will be able to smile when he loses them.


      He may become sad and lose that gentle smile he always has.


      I thought about it a lot, and their relationship... seems so enjoyable.


      So instead of taking Ceres for myself, I should try to become a part of their circle....


      My divine world would surely become much livelier... but it's definitely better than being alone.


      But… Bauer really is a tricky racoon.


      He probably knows my true intentions, but he's still acting like didn't know anything.


      Dragons are truly difficult to understand.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 212 Is it Okay...


    Main character's POV 


      "Ceres-sama... Something amazing has happened, hasn’t it?” Cecilia asked.


      While I was being pulled into Bauer-sama’s world, things have progressed.


      “Cecilia… did you happen to hear about it?” I asked.


      “Yes, I can't believe Ceres-sama has become the companion of the goddess Ishtas…it's amazing…” Cecilia said.


      “Indeed, it’s incredible to have even become the companion of a goddess,” Mariane remarked.


      "That's great Ceres... but what are you going to do with it?" Frey asked.


      What am I going to do with it... that's what I want to hear.


      'God, help me.’


      I couldn't help but think that, but the problem was with that god.


      However, if the cost of accepting it is that everyone becomes ‘almost immortal’, there’s nothing to complain about.


      Shizuko, Haruka, Misaki, Sayo...Mariane, Frey, and Cecilia.


      I can spend eternity with these seven people.


      If that's the price, I'm willing to pay anything.


      But, what should I do about this?


      Ishtas-sama, the goddess, as my wife…


      It’s ridiculous no matter how I think about it.


      What I'm about to ask is something that shouldn't be thought about in the first place.


      If I were someone who didn't have my position, I would probably be punished severely just for thinking about it as it would be considered an insult to the goddess.


      Fortunately, I'm here with a princess and a former saint…especially Cecilia, who should know more about this.


      "Cecilia…I have something I want to ask you," I asked.


      "Is something wrong? Ceres-sama," Cecilia asked.


      "Is it okay for me to marry the goddess Ishtas?" I asked Cecilia.


      "Why are you asking me such a thing? The goddess desires it, so you should marry her," Cecilia asked.


      "Well, she is a goddess after all," said Mariane.


      "That's right! Besides, aren't you also called the Divine Dragon, Ceres?" added Frey.


      No, everyone is making a big mistake.


      "Cecilia... if a woman is born with one of the four occupations (Hero, Saint, Sword Saint, Sage), she is not allowed to cross 'the final line' until the defeat of the Demon King, right?" I asked.


      "Of course... it's common knowledge that everyone in this world knows," Cecilia replied.


      I understand that. Even Zect has not crossed the line.


      But I have to wonder why.


      "Cecilia... Why do you think such a rule exists? Think about it carefully and try to remember... It's highly contradictory," I continued to ask.


      "Contradictory? Oh, yes, it is. It's wrong," Cecilia replied.


      "What's wrong?" I asked.


      "What's wrong..." Cecilia trailed off.


      "As everyone heard, one of my marriage partners is the goddess Ishtas, but isn't that a problem?" I questioned.


      "It's definitely a problem... But I don't think anyone, including the church, knows what to do," Cecilia admitted.


      "Yes, what is wrong with that? If God has decided, we have no choice," Mariane reasoned.


      "Yeah, she's a goddess... we can't go against her," Frey added.


      "That's true, but... Is it okay for me to embrace the virgin goddess Ishtas? I mean, she is the monotheistic god of this world and remains a virgin goddess. However, after marriage, if we are husband and wife, we are supposed to have sex... In other words, there is a high probability that I will have to embrace the goddess Ishtar. Isn't that a problem?" I asked.


      "I agree with you... but even the Pope may not be able to answer that, " Cecilia admitted.


      "That's true... It's a problem because she's a virgin goddess," Mariane agreed.


      "Yes, I don't know how I forgot, but Ishtas-sama is a virgin goddess...what are we going to do about this...is it really okay?" Frey questioned.


      Ishtas-sama, she had already given her oracle, but does she remember that she is a virgin goddess?


      I think there are a lot of problems with an oracle that says 'I will marry Ceres in the future'...


      I can't figure out what to do no matter how much I think about it.


      I guess I have to ask Bauer-sama next time.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 213 Goddess' Sex


    Main character's POV 


      We landed the flying dragon ship a little away from our destination. Since I felt that the conversation would take a while, I asked Cecilia to contact Pope Emeritus Rothman with a communication crystal.


      'Ceres-sama has an extremely important matter to discuss.'


      That was all the message conveyed.


      I had a feeling that the conversation were about to start, but we told him that we would be there soon and then dismissed the conversation.


      Normally, the Pope was one of the most important people in the world, but well, I was a god after all, so there shouldn't be any issues...


      Perhaps the problem at hand would not be resolved, but the Church was the most knowledgeable about goddesses.


      I can't help but ask.


      Ideally, I would be meeting with Shizuko and Zect, and having a drink... but it seemed that problems kept arising one after another in my life.


      I wondered if a peaceful life was something that I couldn't have.


      * * *


      Now, I snuck my way to the Kohane Church.


      Pope Emeritus Rothman, Pope Romani, and Archbishop Rowan were waiting for me there.


      It seemed that they had cleared the area due to the "extremely important matter" that I had to discuss.


      "Ceres-sama, congratulations on your engagement to Ishtas-sama. I cannot believe that it has come this far... I'm Rothman ," the Pope Emeritus said.


      "Finally, Ceres-sama have become the main god of this world... along with the Romani Church..." Pope Romani added.


      "There has never been such a happy day. There will be festivities and such from now on..." Archbishop Rowan said.


      I had a feeling that it would turn out like this.


      "I apologize for interrupting your excitement, but as the goddess and the most knowledgeable people about the teachings in this world, I have something to ask you..." I said.


      "Please ask away! his Rothman has read all of the Church's teachings at a young age and understands everything ," Pope Emeritus Rothman said.


      "I have been working as a Pope for many years, and I am happy to help you with anything you need ," Pope Romani added.


      "I may not be as knowledgeable as these two, but I am an Archbishop for a reason. I can answer questions from believers ," Archbishop Rowan said.


      Well, that's probably not going to work.


      "Then let me ask you frankly... can goddess Ishtar actually make babies?" I asked.


      """Uh...?"""


      This question caught the most powerful people in the world, the Popes, off guard and they were left with their mouths hanging open.


      "What did you say just now?" Pope Emeritus Rothman asked.


      "Did I mishear something?" Pope Romani added.


      "Is my hearing going bad?" Archbishop Rowan questioned.


      Maybe I should be frank...


      "I, said, can she have sex with me?" I asked.


      "Ceres-sama, that's a bit..." Pope Romani hesitated.


      "That's not something you should say to a goddess," Pope Emeritus Rothman interjected.


      "Yes, no matter how you look at it..." Archbishop Rowan added.


      "Listen... I'm going to marry the goddess Ishtas, right?” I continued. "And isn't making babies considered sacred in the goddess religion? And if we're going to get married, there will be a first night... But Ishtar is a virgin goddess... I don't mean to belittle her, but considering that the prototype of the goddess religion was formed over 800 years ago, it means that she has been a virgin for over 800 years... I don't mean to disparage you but I don't know what to do... and in her case there are no regular or concubines... Princesses and commoners are all treated the same... What should I do?"


      As expected, the clergyman is thinking deeply about this serious problem.


      "Well, that is... certainly a pressing issue for Ceres-sama," Pope Emeritus Rothman said, thinking deeply.


      "It is true that Ishtas-sama is a virgin goddess... the prototype of the goddess religion was created about 800 years ago, but she existed before that, so she may have been around for more than 1000 years, or perhaps even longer..." Pope Romani explained.


      "How to handle this... Now that you mention it, it's certainly a serious matter... But..." Archbishop Rowan trailed chimed in.


      "Well... we're sorry, but we can't really help you with matters beneath the gods..." Pope Emeritus Rothman trailed off.


      "Yes, we can't really do anything about it..." added Pope Romani.


      "I'm sorry... but I think it's probably something we shouldn't be thinking about..." concluded Archbishop Rowan trailed chimed in.


      In the end, no conclusion was reached.


      * * *


      When I prayed to Bauer-sama, the scene went dark and he appeared before me.


      I asked him what I should do, but he replied, "I don't know."


      "But..." I interjected.


      "As I mentioned before, dragons below a certain rank do not have a system of marriage or the like even if they mate. It is only painful to make an eternal oath because of their long lifespan. Furthermore, high-ranking dragons like the Dragon Lord are rarely born over a long period of time. You should think about how you were born ," Bauer-sama explained.


      Indeed, I had become a Dragon Lord from being a human.


      "Then..."


      "I still don't understand... Well, it's faster to ask directly...I'll summon her!" Bauer-sama said, waving his hand to summon the goddess Ishtas…


      "What's going on?!" Ishtas-sama asked, appearing in an instant.


      Amazing, Bauer-sama was able to bring a goddess of monotheistic religion in an instant...


      "Bauer... Oh, Ceres-sama, did you come to see me because you couldn't wait until our wedding?" Ishtas-sama teased.


      "Uh..."


      It's really difficult to ask a goddess about the first night or mating...


      "No, Ceres just wants to know about the mating of the goddesses..." Bauer-sama explained.


      "Bauer, that's sexual harassment... Ah," Ishtas-sama replied.


      "I'm sorry... as I was originally human, I don't know anything... how should I marry a goddess?" I asked.


      "I see...that's right, let's do it now then?" Ishtas-sama asked.


      "But...in front of Bauer-sama..." I said with hesitation.


      "Don't worry about it," she assured.


      "Um..." I hesitated to answer.


      "Leave it to me... Onee-san will teach you," she said with a smile.


      As she said that, Ishtas-sama looked into my eyes. Her eyes were really beautiful.


      But then...


      "Huh... Ahh... ahhhh... What is this? Haahh... haahh..." I moaned.


      "Haahh... How does it feel? it feels really good, doesn't it? Haahh...It's been a while for me, so I can't help but feel too much... Haahh... This concludes our session for today," She said, her voice sultry.


      Just staring at her... a great pleasure ran through my body.


      It was like my whole body had become a sensitive area.


      "What...what was that? It felt so good," I asked.


      "Hehehe... That's what sex with a goddess feels like! A goddess can have sex while still being a virgin and even give birth if she wants... let's enjoy the rest on our wedding night... But, just staring at each other is so boring. We can hold hands or even kiss if you'd like," Ishtas-sama explained.


      "What do you mean?" I questioned.


      "As a higher being, we can skip the usual process..." She trailed off, her eyes twinkling mischievously.


      According to Ishtar-sama, as one climbs higher in rank, the process of SEX is gradually omitted...


      It's pretty graphic.


      Angels: With insertion alone, you can experience pleasure greater than normal SEX and create offspring.


      Lower-ranked gods: With just touching each other's bodies, you can experience pleasure greater than normal SEX and create offspring.


      Intermediate-ranked gods: With just an embrace, you can experience pleasure greater than normal SEX and create offspring.


      Upper-ranked gods: With just staring at each other, you can experience pleasure greater than normal SEX and create offspring.


      That's how it goes...


      "That's amazing..." I exclaimed


      "Yeah, with me and Ceres, we can just stare at each other and think 'we want a child,' and a child will be created... By the way, the child doesn't appear in the womb, but in space, so it's a little different from human pregnancy," Ishtas-sama explained.


      "It's really different from human things..." I commented.


      "Well... human gods can have children even if they are of different species... But since Ceres-sama is a dragon god, it might be difficult to have a child with someone other than me. Maybe," She added.


      So that's the problem.


      "..." I fell silent.


      "Don't look at me like that. It's okay! Even if you can't make a baby, I'll create one from your genes with the magic of 'create'... this will solve everything... Aren't I a pretty good wife...?" She reassured me.


      Is this a lie? With this, most of my worries have been resolved...


      "Yes." I replied.


      "By the way, Ceres-sama... I understand that you have the marriage blues, but please don't ask me anything strange because it's embarrassing," She requested.


      "I'm sorry," I apologized.


      "From now on... if you have any questions like that, please ask me directly. It's embarrassing," She advised me.


      With that, Ishtas-sama disappeared.


      My worries are over, but now comes the hard part.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 214 Reunion


    Main character's POV 


      Next up is a discussion with Zect.


      I want to meet Shizuko and the others right away, but it's probably better to talk to Zect first about what to do from now on.


      By doing so, I might also cause fake relief.


      However, it's really troublesome...


      Having a position means that it's difficult to move freely.


      If there is a next time, I definitely want to be reborn as a farmer and live a normal life.


      It's really difficult to have to disguise myself just to visit my best friend...


      It's a real pain in the ass.


      "It's been a while, Zect," I said.


      Zect nodded. "Yeah, Ceres."


      From what I've heard around here, Zect seems to have grown up quite a bit.


      The face changes as you grow up... I feel like he has become quite a handsome man.


      I smiled proudly. "I'm really happy that you've become so impressive, my son."


      Zect rolled his eyes. "Hey, don't call me your son... Oh right, I'm your son-in-law, so I guess it's okay to call me that."


      Ceres laughed. "No, I was just teasing... You can still call me Ceres, as usual."


      Zect smiled. "Well, that's good... I briefly thought about calling you 'papa.'"


      I shook my head. "I don't want that."


      Zect smirked. "Hey, don't take it seriously, it was just a joke... But as I wrote in the letter, I want to take responsibility and make sure to get married this time... That's why I wanted to talk to you about it..."


      I nodded. "I agree, you have to take responsibility... After all, Zect showed me that kind of thing, so it's natural... You exhibitionist."


      Zect groaned. "Ceres... That's going too far... Even if you're my best friend..."


      "Hey, you know... Zect may have a forgetful nature, but when I passed by, your window was open, and you were playing with naked Lida and Maria on your lap. When our eyes met, you even gave me the V-sign," I teased.


      Zect's face turned red. "What are you talking about?"


      "And one more thing, even though you might go a little wild, don't cross the line... I warned you about that... But on the night of that day, you were all over Mel, and when I was getting anxious, you let go of her and said to me 'see you later'," I continued.


      Zect covered his face with his hands. "Enough already, can't you stop? It was just a mistake of youth... That's a dark past... Please stop."


      I chuckled. "Well, I won't say it again... If you take responsibility as a man, there's no problem... So what do we do now?"


      "As for me, I want to have a somewhat grand wedding... Marin is a princess, after all," Zect said.


      "If that's the case, then I have Marianne as my wife, so I should have my wedding first, or it might not be good," I suggested.


      Zect nodded. "I think you're right."


      "If that's the case, how about I take the morning and Zect takes the afternoon? Since our wedding is going to be a large one, it would be easier for everyone if we work together," I proposed.


      Zect agreed. "I guess that makes sense. So for the wedding...Ceres, I'll leave it up to you."


      I raised an eyebrow. "Hey, are you kidding me?"


      Zect grinned. "Well, think about it. Your future wife is the goddess Istash, right? Normally, you would make your vows to her in a church. But if she's the bride, who do you make your vows to? There's no precedent for this."


      I sighed. "Indeed..."


      "Then Ceres, you'll have to ask Dragon God to come up with something to settle this," Zect said.


      I nodded. "I got it...I'll take care of the wedding and the vows. But you better not complain later."


      "Sorry about that..." Zect apologized.


      "Well, in the end, we returned to our original partners for marriage. That's how it turned out. Oh, by the way, what about Luna-chan? I don't know much about her," I asked.


      "She's cute... She's my primary concubine," Zect replied.


      "I see. But are you sure that's alright?" I asked.


      "What do you mean?" Zect asked in return.


      "I heard she's very young... " I continued.


      "Don't worry about her age. As a noble, it's common for children to marry," Zect explained.


      "No, that's not what I meant... Princess Marine is the main wife, so that's fine. But if Luna is going to wait until she's an adult to become your concubine, it will be several years. Can you wait that long? And what about the other concubines? They can't become engaged because they're not the primary. Will you wait for Lida and the others after several years? Don't tell me you're actually a lolicon... and you're going to do it? " I asked, concerned.


      "No, Babacon, it's not like that. I'll wait. I've explained it to everyone else" I asked, concerned.


      "Babacon, huh... okay I'll tell Shizuko and the others," I said.


      "Don't do that, my Mom is very scary," Zect pleaded.


      "No, Shizuko-san is very kind and beautiful," I replied


      "Well, I don't want to go into too much detail about you and Mom... so I'll just leave it at that... Anyway, cheers to our reunion after such a long time," Zect said, changing the subject.


      "Cheers," I replied, glad to be catching up with my best friend after such a long time.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 215 I Had the Peace I Wanted


    
Main character's POV 


      
        "Phew, I'm home!" I announced as I walked into the house with Marianne and the others.[bookmark: more]

 
      Right now, the city is in excitement, so we had to hide to make it back.


      """"Ceres-kun (Ceres) (Ceres-san) (Ceres-chan), listen to us!"""" exclaimed Shizuko and the others excitedly as soon as they saw me.


      Seeing Shizuko and the others after a long time, they are still cute and beautiful as ever.


      Of course, Marianne and the others are beautiful too, but... well...


      I guess I'm a commoner at heart... I feel more relaxed around Shizuko and the others.


      "I don't know why, it feels like he's looking at us differently..." Mariane said, with a hint of suspicion in her voice.


      "Even though we're all his wives... what's up with that?" Frey asked, sounding slightly annoyed.


      "Favoritism is not good," Cecilia chimed in, her expression sulky.


      Just from looking at them, Marianne, Frey, and Cecilia pouted.


      "Well... it's just that I'm a commoner at heart... so I get nervous around princesses and the previous saint..." I explained, trying to pacify them.


      """Hahaha, even though you're the real god in this world,""" Marianne and the other two laughed, trying to lighten the mood.


      Now that I think about it, everyone around me is important people in this world...


      Even the underworld dragon Bauer-sama... I don't even know how to describe it anymore...


      "I guess so..." I replied absentmindedly.


      "But more importantly, Ceres-kun... What does it mean that Ishtas-sama is going to marry you?" Shizuko asked, with a hint of concern in her voice.


      "It's a big deal, Ceres...," Haruka added, also sounding worried.


      "Ceres-san," Sayo chimed in.


      "Ceres-chan," Misaki added.


      I wish that useless goddess would think more before she acts...


      But for some reason, since I became a yellow dragon, I don't feel much of her 'divine authority' anymore


      If I were a regular human, I might be accused of blasphemy... but that's how clumsy and cute Ishtas seems to me sometimes.


      Sometimes, I almost forget to address her as 'sama.'


      Well, since she's going to be my wife, I guess it's not a problem...


      "Well, that's true... I talked to Zect about it too, and at this point, why don't we have a formal wedding ceremony in the church? Marianne is the first princess after all, and if we don't have a ceremony, it would be difficult for Zect to have one with Marin as his wife," I suggested.


      "Um... Ceres-kun... are you sure? I'm so happy," Shizuko said.


      "Ceres...I never thought I would wear a wedding dress at this age...thank you," Haruka said.


      "Ceres-chan...I'm really happy," Misaki added.


      "Ceres-san...thank you," Sayo said.


      They all hugged me at once.


      "Marianne, Cecilia... why don't you join in?" I asked.


      "It takes courage to join in," Marianne replied.


      "That's right... because Shizuko-san and the others not just 'wives' of Ceres-sama, but they're probably also mothers... look at their faces filled with maternal love... it's difficult for us to compete with that," Cecilia added.


      "That relaxed look on Ceres-sama's face... I still can't bring it out... I can't win no matter what I do," Frey continued.


      "Yeah... Ahaha, it's impossible," I laughed.


      I heard three voices.


      I see... I was able to do my best because I was healed by all of them.


      'I want a peaceful life.'


      I still thought that way... but I had already obtained it a long time ago with Shizuko and the others.


      Even though my life may have been a bit tumultuous, they are my 'peace'.


      My treasures... the things I wanted the most.


      "Everyone, I love you... you're my treasures... even if you were to give me diamonds or gold of the same weight, I could never trade you... even if you were to give me the world or even everything in it... I wouldn't trade you... you're my irreplaceable treasures... but I'm such an idiot..." I said.


      "Ceres-kun, I love you with all my heart, no, not just my heart, but everything that I am," Shizuko-san said.


      "Ceres... haha, you really love me that much... I love you too," Haruka added.


      "Ceres-san... my body and soul belong to you," Sayo chimed in.


      "Ceres-chan, I deeply admire you from the bottom of my heart," Misaki added.


      Oh... did that slip out of my mouth... my face turned red.


      "I know I said that, but..." Marianne hesitated, looking at me.


      "That's... going a bit too far..." Cecilia nodded in agreement.


      "I think it's time to charge in..." Frey said, looking determined.


      I was surrounded by many wives... and I was happy.


      'As long as they're here, I'll be happy no matter where I go.'


      ※ The climax is near. The story continues after that.


      
    

  


  


  
    Chapter 216 Farewell


    Main character's POV 


      The wedding day finally arrived.


      Due to adult circumstances, we decided to have Zect and the others first.


      Now, after seeing them all, I asked as officiant, "Zect, Marin, Luna, Lida, Maria, Mel, do you vow to love and respect each other, in sickness and in health, in wealth and in poverty, until death do you part?"


      Zect is wearing a tuxedo and the others are in wedding dresses.


      But the person who who officiates is me.


      """"""I swear"""""" Zect and the other said, their voice confident and unwavering.


      "Well then, the groom and the bride are now bound together... since you swore to each other, never separate, okay?" I warned. "If you do, I won't recognize you."


      "Cere— Ceres-sama, do you have any other words to say?" Zect asked.


      "Let me think..." I put my hand on my chin. "Zect, you may seem frivolous and do stupid things, but you're a good guy at heart. If you're ever really in trouble, I'll help you too... so everyone, please support him. I'm counting on you."


      The five girls nodded, their eyes shining with gratitude. """""yes"""""


      "Hey... it's me who's taking care of them," Zect interjected.


      "Well, yeah, you've become a better man lately... Hero, that's a title that really suits you now," I look at Zect with warm look. "Sorry, I couldn't think of a better greeting... So please forgive me for this. Marin, Luna too... thank you for supporting Zect. I think that Lida, Maria, and Mel will probably cause trouble again, so I'm counting on you two. Everyone... they're all good people at heart."


      ""Yes,"" Marin and Luna chorused.


      "Lida, Maria, Mel... be happy with Zect," I said, her voice filled with emotion.


      """Yes.""" Lida, Maria, and Mel said, determined.


      "Well then... do your best."


      """Yes.""" they said it once again.


      "Hey... Ceres.... why are you crying?" Zect asked, concerned.


      "Don't blame me, my childhood friend is married now that you all have grown up..."


      "Well, it's nice that you feel that way about us... but this is being broadcast live around the world," Zect reminded.


      "Don't mind me... I'll be rooting for you all the way, so be happy."


      """"""yes"""""" everyone said, smiling through their tears.


      Now, Zect's wedding ended triumphantly.


      Honestly, I didn't expect to suddenly be given this role, especially with the Pope present...


      "Well, with Ishtas-sama and Ceres-sama here... It's not good enough for me to do that..." The Demon Lord said, and everyone, including the other nobles, declined the offer... how terrible.


      Even Bauer-sama and the Dragon tribe fled...


      Despite all this, I did my best... right?


      * * *


      As the afternoon approached, it was now my turn.


      I left the wedding arrangements to Ishtas.


      She's already my wife... it's kind of ridiculous to call her with "sama" now...


      And Shizuko, Haruka, Misaki, Sayo... they all looked so beautiful.


      Mariane, Frey, and Cecilia too, they are also princesses and saints of various countries... they were breathtaking to behold.


      As my attention shifted to them, Shizuko suddenly asked with curiosity, "Ceres-kun, I never thought I'd be wearing a wedding dress at this age... what do you think?"


      "It's a little embarrassing, Ceres, don't you think?" Haruka asked too, her voice soft and clear.


      "Ceres-chan... what do you think?" Misaki chimed in.


      Then, Sayo added, her voice sweet and gentle, "Ceres-san... it's a little embarrassing."


      I took a moment to admire everyone beauty before responding "Everyone looks beautiful... I can't help but be amazed."


      But then, Mariane's voice drew my attention again, "Ceres-sama, what about me?"


      "What do you think?" Frey also also asked.


      Finally, it was Cecilia's turn to ask, "How do I look?"


      I looked at them with admiration, "You look so beautiful, it's mesmerizing."


      I have more people than Zect... I can't really be called a "harem guy" anymore.


      But Ishtas hasn't come yet...


      I wonder what's wrong...


      As I thought so, a large image appeared in the sky.


      'Everyone, thank you all for celebrating the marriage of myself, Ceres, and his concubine. Well, since the marriage is bound to me, the goddess, rest assured that we will be 'happy'... Also, Ceres has a greeting for all of you... So I'm going to change now.'


      As the image of Ishtas vanished, I took her place. 'Everyone, don't you think the world has become much more peaceful now? That's what I think.'


      The surroundings began to stir.


      'The Pope and the Demon King have become tea-drinking friends, and they enjoy playing chess in the same country. The Demon King also recruits the Hero (Yuusha) to be one of his Four Heavenly Kings... Even we greet demons and intelligent demons in the forest... It is really unthinkable in the past... so, we no longer need 'Divine Dragons' in this world. That's why I, no, we have decided to leave this world.'


      As the gravity of my announcement sunk in, Zect spoke up, "Ceres... you..."


      'Zect... I want you to accept it, haven't you heard back from the Four Heavenly Kings yet? I'll leave the majority of my fortune behind, so do your best as the 'Second Kohane King'.'


      Zect protested, "Hey!"


      'Pope Emeritus Rothman, Pope Romalis, Luciferd the Demon King, King Zammarck IV, Emperor Sizer, I know he's a young man, but he's a good guy at heart, will you take care of him?' I asked each leader in turn.


      "As a request from God, there is no way I, Rothman, could refuse," Pope Emeritus Rothman spoke up.


      "I, Romalis, will take good care of him," Pope Romalis spoke, with a confident voice.


      “Ceres-sama… is our Great Demon King, and God, that wish surely,” Luciferd the Demon King said with conviction.


      "If it's all right with me..." King Zammarck IV replied.


      "I accept," Emperor Sizer agreed.


      'I'm relieved now... please take care of him...'


      Zect was confused by the exchange, and his voice reflected it. "Hey, Ceres...what does that mean?"


      'You're such an idiot~ Zect-kun wanted to become a king, right? You said so when we traveled together in the past...'


      Zect nodded, remembering. "Yes, that's right."


      'So...' I continued with a gentle voice. 'Although there were various obstacles along the way, I think Zect now has what it takes to be a king... so I'll let you have it... let you become one.'


      "Ceres... why are you..." Zect's voice trailed off, still confused.


      'Look, you know, I'm a divine dragon, and the goddess Ishtas is among the wedding party. It's problematic for me to stay in the human world like this...so we talked it over and decided to leave together...will you accept me as your best friend?'


      "No... now that we're friends again, I want to have more drinks with you."


      'Zect... we're still best friends, that's what you once said to me when I left the party... will you accept?'


      "Okay I'll take you up on that, thanks Ceres," Zect nodded.


      'Oh, good luck for you.' Then, I turn to the girls. 'Lida, Maria, Mel... you're going to have to support Zect for the rest of your life.'


      The three replied in unison. "Alright, I'll do my best." "Yeah, leave it to me." "Okay, I'll do my best."


      'Luna, Marin... thank you for supporting Zect... it's not necessary in these peaceful times, but I can't give you any major blessings, but I can give you a small 'blessing'... well, the other brides have three main jobs, so you should have this much... Here.'


      Luna and Marin's voices were filled with gratitude. "Thank you." "Thank you very much."


      And with that, I say my final words. 'Well then, everyone... it was fun... goodbye.'


      And so we disappeared from the world.


      


      This is the end of a major story milestone in the story of the original.


      After this, the next chapter will be set in the future, 500 years after Ceres left.


      The main character will be changed.


      Many of the characters from the past will be involved.
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