
  
    
      
    
  


  Chapter 51 A Childhood Friend You Don't Know


  Zect's POV 


  "Zect... it's not good. Let's get Ceres back, no matter the cost." 


  "But to do that, we must convince the church..." 


  "I don't care about appearances anymore. At this rate, we'll lose either Maria or Mel in the near future... and then we're screwed... I can take the blame, so please." 


  "I'm asking you to do the same." 


  "If it's like this, we can't do it anymore." 


  Now I understand. 


  I'm the Hero (Yuusha), and Lida, the sword saint, are the attackers, and Maria, the Saint, and Mel, the Sage, are behind us to support us with magic. 


  Until now, Ceres has been protecting the two rear guards, so Lida and I could fight as hard as we wanted without worrying about our surroundings. Maria and Mel could use magic without worrying about their surroundings. 


  But now... 


  While they use magic, Lida or I have to protect them. 


  So the attack becomes one person's attack. 


  And since neither Lida nor I are used to protecting them, we'll be outnumbered. 


  The other day an orc archer's arrow pierced Mel and Maria. 


  The saint Maria's recovery saved the day, but it would have been the end if it had hit their vital spot. 


  I tried to bring in other people... but it was no use. 


  They could not work together and were useless as they interfered with Mel's magic and Maria's recovery. 


  Now I understand Ceres' importance... He was the all-rounder that rarely existed... He would watch our situation, join the vanguard, or go into the rear guard defense when he thought it was dangerous. 


  And since we've known each other since childhood... he knows all our habits and behavior patterns. 


  He was the kind of guy who was there for us. 


  Even if I asked at the Adventurer's Guild or the Church... no one could do that. 


  And even if there were, it would be years before we could work together like we did in Ceres. 


  I realize that... 


  But will the Church allow us to return to Jimna village now that we have advanced further? 


  Will they allow us to be selfish, having not even accomplished much in the war? 


  * * *


  "Are you sure you want to bring back Ceres-dono?" said the Priest. 


  In other churches before, I was stopped by priests and sisters at the risk of people's life. 


  Here too... it must be... 


  "Everyone..." said the Priest. 


  """Yes.""" 


  "I have a message from Pope Romulus on that subject." 


  "Pope Romalis?" 


  "Yes, he asked me to connect him when the Hero (Yuusha) arrives." 


  If it's from the Pope's point of view... perhaps, we haven't had much success so far... 


  Please don't talk about this thing... 


  "I understand." 


  Then, the Priest connects the Pope with a tool. 


  "Zect the Hero, it's been a long time... I heard you have not been so active recently... is it because of Ceres-dono?" said Pope. 


  Is the Pope even aware of this? 


  If so, there's no way to fool him. 


  "Yes... it's because of Ceres. He was a necessary asset for us. Without him, we can't work well together... and I gave up such a valuable existence... for my own ego." 


  "We need Ceres!" said Lida. 


  "Pope, I beg your permission to bring Ceres back to us," said Maria. 


  "Please forgive us for asking that," said Mel. 


  "Hmm... I've heard that Ceres-dono is a big deal, but can he be brought back so easily?" 


  "What do you mean by that?" 


  "The King himself informed me that the Dhamar Kingdom has officially bestowed upon Ceres-dono the title of 'Hero (Eiyuu)' for his achievements and has promised him a betrothal to the First Princess Mariane and a position as a nobleman, depending on his future successes." 


  """""That's... no way..."""" 


  "In the Dhamar Kingdom, Ceres-dono is treated like other four main jobs, or rather as a Hero (Yuusha)... so to speak... But not only that, there are protests like 'Why are you twisting the law to treat those expelled as a separate unit while keeping their registry intact?" 


  "So we can't bring him back now... is that what it means?" 


  "No, I wouldn't say that, but I think it's safe to say that this will probably be your first and last chance... Good luck." 


  If that's the case... we'll have to give Ceres everything we can to get him to come back. 


  "So you will allow us to go to Ceres?" 


  "As the Church and the Holy Land of Gandal, Ceres-dono is a necessary force to hunt dragon species with ease... but is also necessary to defeat the Demon King... So you could bring him back." 


  """"Yes"""" 


  "And now, as for the matter, we would like to ask you to negotiate with 'the Former Saint Cecilia' for Ceres-dono's engagement depending on his performance and to give him a knighthood depending on his performance in the Holy Church as well." 


  From the Holy Land, we will not receive a knighthood. 


  The reason is that the Hero and the three main jobs are already guaranteed the same status as a knighthood in this religious nation. 


  Nowadays, we are below the Pope, but there was a time when we were treated as 'Messengers of the Goddess' and treated as equal or superior... 


  But there is one thing that bothers me. 


  Cecilia-sama is said to be a 'reincarnation of the goddess,' a blonde-haired, incredibly beautiful woman whom kings and nobles of various nations were competing for... However, Cecilia-sama was so worried about this conflict that she gave up love and became a nun to be united with no one. Indeed, she was known as one of the three most beautiful women in the world. 


  But that was a long time ago... now she is in her late twenties, and no one will look at her. 


  ※ The life expectancy in this world is estimated to be around 50 to 60 years old. 


  A woman of that age... No matter how beautiful she used to be, she's not going to get a dowry or anything... because she's almost a mother. 


  "Title aside... why Cecilia-sama? Sure, she's a dignified lady, but if Ceres married a woman, who has an age that almost like his mother's age, he'll be taken as a fool... or so they say... and he should pay a dowry too..." 


  Suddenly, the Pope's face clouded over. 


  "Enough... I'm sure you will not be able to bring Ceres-dono back... are you sure you've known him since childhood?" 


  "I've been with Ceres since childhood... and I know him better than anyone." 


  "I know him as well," said Maria. 


  "Me too," said Lida. 


  "Same for me," said Mel. 


  "Then don't all four of you know what kind of women he prefers? Huff~ I'm disappointed that you don't have more human relations... Then, we, the Church, will negotiate with him in the Holy Land... We know Ceres-dono better than you do... So, leave Ceres-dono to us, and please continue your journey." 


  What does the Church know about Ceres? 


  But we can't say that. 


  """"Please"""" 


  That's all we could say. 


  * * *


  The Pope’s POV 


  The Hero (Yuusha), Zect-dono, did not know anything about Ceres-dono. 


  If they had known each other since childhood and were friends, he should know his preference for the opposite sex... 


  Because his mother died when he was very young, Ceres-dono looks for motherhood in his lover. 


  He prefers a woman who is at least as old as his mother. 


  But Zect-dono doesn't even know that? It made me think he was not his friend. 


  Still, the Church is a step late behind the kingdom, but we have to start negotiating too. 


  We can't afford to lose the power of the 'Hero (Eiyuu).' 


  


  Chapter 52 Discussion


  In the end, it was nighttime when I returned from the castle. 


  I told Shizuko and the others about what had happened at the castle. 


  "Heh~ 'Hero (Eiyuu)'? It's quite an old title you've been given, isn't it, Ceres-kun?" 


  "I don't think anyone has received that title in the last few hundred years. That's great, Ceres." 


  "Ceres-san... You've been given a title of such exceptional value... In a way, more so than the title of the Hero (Yuusha)." 


  "Indeed... A hero (Yuusha) is born to be a hero. But, a Hero (Eiyuu) is a title given to a person because of his/her character and achievements... So, it means that the King recognized Ceres-chan! In other words, he wants to make you a specialized force of the Kingdom instead of keeping you under the protection of the Kingdom..." 


  In the end, the result of our discussion was... silence. 


  "Ceres-kun, we will need a backer in the future, but I don't think we should decide on the Dhamar Kingdom just yet." 


  "If the Dhamar Kingdom started to make moves to get Ceres... perhaps the Holy Land of Gandal and the Galban Empire will have something to say about it too." 


  "Hmm... Just being S-ranked is enough to get you a lot of attention... but then there's the title of Dragon Slayer and Hero (Eiyuu)... Ceres-san, it's a lot of work." 


  "During our time, we were also invited by many people because of our S-rank... So, for now, you just have to be quiet... But, you can think about it after all the conditions are according to your satisfaction, Ceres-chan." 


  Why do they look so familiar? 


  "Y-You all seem very familiar with this..." 


  "Ceres-kun, this kind of thing has happened to us before." 


  "Ceres... usually, countries negotiate with us about relationships, titles, money..." 


  "That's right, I quit being an adventurer because it was too much work... If I had money, I just wanted to live a 'normal' life... and I refused those negotiations, and I ended up in trouble with them... Ah, it's been a long time... " 


  "It's true. The grass is always greener on the other side... Every village has its own difficulties... I believe, after all these years, being a C-level adventurer was the most fun... Those were the days when we were young..." 


  Indeed, it is better to be quiet now. 


  Unless I make a big play... there will be no knighthoods or marriages with a princess. 


  These four women are good enough for me. 


  Because the four of them are close, it helps, but harems are no fun. 


  In the Zect case, there is a clear difference in treatment between the two girls and Mel, so I had to take care of Mel. 


  And sometimes, in aristocratic families, a mistress bicker with a legitimate wife behind the husband's back... And in the end, either one of them is even poisoned... 


  But the four of them are good friends from the start, so they are getting along well, and the only man I know who has women who get along well is Orcman. 


  Still, even Orcman sometimes has a scratch on his face. 


  * * *


  "Still, Mariane-sama, it's been a long time..." 


  "Shizuko-san, you know her?" 


  "Heheheh, Ceres-kun, we were S-class too... at least in the face." 


  "Well, we know each other... just as client and adventurer." 


  So, an acquaintance from request, huh? 


  "Ceres-san, don't you find it strange? The Varda Kingdom was destroyed, and somehow a member of the royal family survived... and Ceres-san, don't you remember? The four of us went on a trip together, didn't we?" 


  I do remember... 'I really want to go on a trip with the girls,' and they went, even though Shuuto and Kazuma stopped them. 


  I remember it because I have never seen such a thing. 


  Moreover, even though it was a male-dominated village, the village head and the village counselor unusually encouraged Shizuko-san and the others to go on a trip, saying, 'Show us that you are worthy enough to let women go on a trip with other women at ease once in a while.' 


  "Ceres-chan, it seems you remember... we were the ones who went to rescue Princess Mariane at the request of King Zanmark IV." 


  Rescuing a royal from an army of demons that could destroy the Kingdom, even if it's just one person. 


  That's not easy, even for me, let alone Zect and the others. 


  "Shizuko-san, you said before that I hunted 30 Ogre Kings and other Ogres and that it was amazing... but are you sure I'm much stronger than you?" 


  Why does she look so surprised? 


  "Ceres-kun, that's wrong... we're not that strong... among us, Haruka and Misaki are the best at close combat, right? What do you think?" 


  "Ceres... that's no way. But maybe, you could say it's half true." 


  "I feel the same way." 


  Then how did they rescue the princess from an army of demons that could destroy the Kingdom? 


  "Then how did you..." 


  "You see, if it was a head-to-head fight, Ceres would be strong, but there are ways to defeat them... like this." 


  With that, Haruka got behind Shizuko and pulled her into her arms. 


  Then she smiled and said... 


  "Ceres, kill yourself..., or I'll kill this person..." 


  "Huh..." 


  "Of course, this is a joke... sorry, Shizuko." 


  "It's fine... but you saw what Haruka just did, didn't you, Ceres-kun? Strength isn't everything. There are other ways to defeat your opponent by targeting their weak points..." 


  "That's what Shizuko is specialized in... you can leave the cowardly methods to Shizuko and Sayo, and Ceres-chan can play fair and square battle..." 


  "Ara, Misaki, that's terrible... doesn't it make me sound like I'm the black-hearted one?" 


  "Yes... Misaki is awful... maybe I should freeze you." 


  "Shizuko, Sayo, it was a joke... a real joke." 


  "Heheheh, I know it... Still, even though, Ceres-kun is strong enough... please be careful... there are many tricks people can use..." 


  "Indeed..." 


  Political contacts are also a lure... I need to be careful from now on. 


  


  Chapter 53 The Black Dragon


  Bauer, the Underwold Dragon's POV 


  "...And one by one, they're hunting our people?" 


  "Yes! More than 100 of our race are being hunted as far as is known." 


  We dragons are rarely hunted. 


  Not even the wyverns and other subspecies of beings whose blood is so thin that they cannot even be called dragons in our eyes and whose intelligence is so weak that they cannot be taken seriously. 


  "How many men, five thousand, ten thousand?" 


  To hunt that many dragons, it must be that many. 


  "It's only one man." 


  "Just one?" 


  No way, there's no such thing as a one-man dragon hunt. 


  If it were, I could only think of the four main jobs, such as hero, sword saint, or demon tribe leader. 


  Even if they were, there is no way they could attack us. 


  That's because a dragon is a powerful being. 


  Natural born strong... the top of the species. 


  The idea that no race can defeat a dragon is deeply rooted in history. 


  Even in the case of one against one, the one who fights and wins is praised. 


  There is even such a rule that we dragons must praise the victor as a strong man even though our comrades were killed, saying 'Well done, you who defeated our brothers, O strong man,' and so on. 


  This is true. 


  Only a few of the best can reach us, whether it be demons or humans. 


  And of those superior ones, they can only fight the intermediate class of dragons. 


  Besides, if it were me, Bauer, the Underworld Dragon, or even the Five Great Dragon Lords, my subordinates, they would be instantly killed. 


  That is why I cannot move. 


  "Throw away the existence which can be defeated by another race... whose blood is so thin..." 


  "But Bauer-sama, the dragons that have been slain include Flame dragons, Rock dragons, Ice dragons, and Wind King dragons..." 


  "Are you sure about that?" 


  "Yes..." 


  The dragon he just mentioned is a real dragon. 


  I don't consider earth dragons and wyverns to be dragons. 


  Unless they're above that. 


  However, I cannot do anything about it because of the law. 


  Still, it can't be helped... it's a problem to be hunted like this. 


  "Black Dragon... Are you here?" 


  "Yes, I'm here..." 


  "Actually, many of our kind have been hunted in the last while." 


  "Huff... A being that can be defeated by another race is no dragon... it's better to leave it alone." 


  "Even if it was only one person who did it?" 


  "You're exaggerating again..." 


  "Even if a hundred of our kind are being hunted by that one person?" 


  "A-Are you kidding me? Bauer-sama... Are you saying that the Demon King himself hunts dragons? I'll go and purge him myself." 


  "No, it's not even a demon. It's just a human. I'm sorry, but you need to investigate yourself and depending on the situation... please." 


  "I won't delay it... and kill him, is that it?" 


  By law, we must give him credit, but we can't let a man who hunted such a dragon go free. 


  "No... As dragons, we cannot openly accuse... but as dragons, we must show respect to those who have fought one on one and won... investigate and then warn... But if that is not enough... I'll leave it to you." 


  "I understand... I give him a warning, and if he still doesn't back down, I can do what I want to do... that's what you're saying...?" 


  "Yeah... Please..." 


  One of the five great dragon Lords, the Black Dragon, will not be outdone. 


  Really, I never thought I'd be sending the pride of the Dragon Kingdom, Dragonium, The Five Great Dragons Lords against a being who is neither a demon king nor a brave warrior. 


  * * *


  Black Dragon's POV 


  Still, has Bauer-sama become an old man? 


  Why would he send me, who can even destroy a country, for the sake of a single human being? 


  Human kin said Hero (Yuusha) and Demon King are strong... but to us true dragons who've lived for over 5,000 years, they're as good as insects. 


  Or has Bauer-sama forgotten that I slaughtered an entire kingdom of heroes 1,200 years ago? 


  Really, exterminating those insects... what a pain in the ass. 


  Let's finish this quickly and have a drink... 


  


  Chapter 54 Hero (Yuusha) Vs Dragon, Part One


  Zect's POV 


  The communication crystal glows... this is a direct message from the Holy Land. 


  Since Ceres left, things have been bad... So, we asked them to bring him back. 


  But that failed... and the Holy Church decided to act directly. 


  Maybe... this is the message. 


  "Yes!" 


  "Zect-dono, there's a 'request' from Pope Romalis." 


  A request... isn't it about Ceres? 


  Well, the Hero (Yuusha) is considered a messenger of the goddess, so although it's a 'request,' this is an 'order' that cannot be refused. 


  "Archbishop Roanne... a request? Of course, I would never refuse a 'request' of the Pope... please tell me what it is." 


  "I'm glad you asked." 


  No way... 


  Archbishop Roanne says many dragons are coming up behind us. 


  He said we shouldn't just let them pass... we should slay them. 


  In short, like that. 


  "Why is this happening? We've never heard of dragons moving in mass before... what's going on?" 


  "There are reports that Ceres-dono, the Hero (Eiyuu) of the kingdom, has hunted many dragons... Well, this is just a rumor, but the dragons were scared of him... They ran away... But as a result, something like this is happening... well, it's a speculation. Still, that's what they're saying." 


  Even if it is Ceres... there's no way. 


  Sure, he's incredible, and he has hunted dragons before. But dragons are afraid of him? 


  There's no such thing. 


  "Sure, Ceres is a great guy... but that's no way." 


  "'Certainly dragons are afraid of him' is most likely a lie... but Ceres-dono has hunted many dragons... This is a fact, and the dragons are active... Now, the dragons are coming from behind you, and they are moving toward Bushya, the major town, and if you do not stop or divert them, the people of that town will die... We wish you the best of luck." 


  Are you kidding me... 


  We're in bad shape... We can't fight a herd of dragons. 


  No, even if Ceres was here, we wouldn't be able to handle them. 


  "Even we can't handle that many dragons..." said Zect. 


  "That's right... even if it's one dragon, I can't deal it..." said Lida 


  "There's a limit to the amount of offensive magic I can use, too," said Mel. 


  "I specialize in recovery magic. So, only three of us can handle multiple dragon species like that," said Maria. 


  "Is that so? I mean, you drove out the 'Hero (Eiyuu)' Ceres-dono for whatever reason... isn't it a problem if you can't defeat the beings that he was able to defeat? Besides, would that 'Hero (Eiyuu)' really say that he can't do it under the same circumstances? Even if he really can't do it, he would say, 'I'll do my best'...at least, he never made any weak words when you were with him, right?" 


  Yes, it's true... Ceres has saved us from a tight spot on more than one occasion with some kind of plan. 


  But... I don't think Ceres can do anything about this situation. 


  "I don't think Ceres can handle this situation." 


  "I wasn't sure whether to say this or not, but... many people say that 'the hero's party took all the credit that Ceres-dono alone had made'... so far... I don't believe that you guys have done such a thing. But now, if I compare the credit of Ceres-dono with that of you guys after Ceres-dono left the hero's party... I cannot say that it is a lie..." 


  "But..." 


  "If you can't do it by yourselves, don't you have to cooperate with the Lords of the 'Bushya' or go to the Adventurers' Guild or the church and ask for help? You are a 'Hero (Yuusha)'... What's that privilege you have? You have the right to borrow Knights. You have the right to borrow power from nobles and churches... Don't you think so...? Are you really pushing all of them to Ceres-dono?" 


  "No, I did not..." 


  "Then that's good... but look... this crisis is about a lot of lives... and I need you to act now." 


  "Yes, I'll do it." 


  * * *


  "What the hell! Does anyone here... know this stuff? Hey, Maria..." 


  "I-I was there when Ceres asked the church for help... Well, it wasn't really asked for assistance at the time, just some special herbs..." 


  "Come to think of it, I accompanied Ceres to a nobleman's residence once before." 


  Then, that makes it easy... 


  "Maria, go to the church, Mel to the Lord, and Lida to the Adventurers' Guild... split up and ask for help... I'll go with Mel to the Lord." 


  """Understood.""" 


  I thought that if I braved it out... something would change. 


  And now, the Lord met me immediately because I was the Hero (Yuusha). But... 


  "Zect-dono the Hero, Mel-dono the Sage, I understand your situation... I will lend you as many knights and commoners as you want... how many knights do you need? Should they carry swords or spears? How many men? What's the plan?" 


  I don't know what he's talking about. 


  "Mel... you're in charge." 


  Mel's face turned blue. 


  "Uh, 30,000 knights? And spears..." 


  The Lord's face turned dejected. 


  "Huff~ Even though it's a major town, it's not a royal capital... we even don't have a hundred knights... Even if we gather all our troops and mobilize adventurers, we'll only have about 5,000 at most... Maybe Zect-dono and the others... you don't have any experience in command?" 


  Yes... In fact, I've never done anything like that. 


  Ceres once told me to read the 'book'... 


  He told me to learn about strategy, of course, but also about manners and stuff... but I didn't do it. 


  Now, since there was no one among us who could command. 


  Count Bouyan was in charge of the Knights. 


  Bishop Amir, who holds the title of holy knight, was in charge of the church troop. 


  And Bran, the guild master, was in command of the adventurers. 


  We were assigned to take the lead in reducing the dragons' numbers before they could fight. 


  * * *


  "Zect, it's impossible... Let's fight with the others." 


  "Lida, we can't give up our position in the front line." 


  ""Zect!"" 


  In the distance, a cloud of dust rose from the sky. 


  The rampaging dragons are coming into view. 


  


  Chapter 55 Hero (Yuusha) Vs Dragon, Part Two


  The dragons came with a blast of smoke. 


  And Zect drew his Holy Sword Deolf... and the sword began to glow blue. 


  Still, a hero (Yuusha) is a hero (Yuusha). 


  Even though he was no match in swordsmanship with the Sword Saint. 


  Even though he was no match in magic with the Sage. 


  Even though he was no match in healing with the Saint. 


  But there is something that exists only in the hero (Yuusha). 


  It is 'courage'. 


  The one with a heart that fears no foe, no matter how powerful, is a hero (Yuusha). 


  He who gives hope to his friends and despair to his enemies. 


  "Ooooooh...!" 


  Zect runs like the wind, charging into a group of dragons... 


  Then, wielding his holy sword, he slays the leading dragon. 


  He then... Using the dragon as a stepping stone, leaps into the sky and slashes the wyvern with all his might. 


  But the Rock Dragon engulfs Zect as he leaps... However, it is not over... he slits the throat of the Rock Dragon... and Zect once again holds up his holy sword to the dragon horde. 


  But then... what he saw was... 


  * * *


  Zect's POV 


  I couldn't believe my eyes. 


  "Aaaaaaaaaaa... Don't come any closer, don't come at meee..!" 


  Lida? 


  The sword saint, who always runs to my left and slays her enemies like the wind. 


  Right now, screamed like a child. 


  Her beautiful swordsmanship had disappeared, and she was waving her sword like a child wielding a stick. 


  And Maria, beside her... 


  "Holy Wall, Holy Wall, Holy Wall, Holy Wall, Holy Wallll..." 


  She's chanting like a mad woman. 


  "Aaaaaa, nooo... Help me... Help me... I hate ittt...!" 


  Mel, too must have fired several magic shots because… a charred dragon was lying on the ground near her. 


  Within the barrier Maria had set up, the three of them were crying out with their backs against each other. 


  No dragon could break the layers of Maria's barrier magic. So, when the dragons saw that they could not be attacked... they evaded them and marched forward. 


  No way... no one is following me... What the hell... 


  Now, I'm out on my own... and after slaying a few dragons... 


  "I can't do it anymore..." 


  I jumped into the forest next to me and passed out. 


  * * *


  How much time had passed? 


  It was nighttime, and the moon was rising in the sky. 


  Ah, yes... the three of them too... 


  They were calling out 'help' like mad inside Maria's barrier. 


  But looking around, there were no dragons anymore... Probably because the dragon had passed through the area several hours before. 


  "Hey, Lida, Maria, Mel..." 


  """Noooooooooo...!""" 


  The three of them are crying inside the barrier... but it seems they can't hear me. 


  Well, as long as they're inside the barrier... They'll be fine. 


  Now, I started walking toward the big town. 


  "Urp... Ughhhhh...!" 


  I threw up so hard. 


  As far as I could see, bodies were lying everywhere. 


  Some were so severely burned that I couldn't recognize their faces... some were so mutilated that their lower halves were missing... there were hardly any bodies, not even decent ones... 


  I can only describe it in one word, 'cruelty'. 


  As I continued on my way, I came to Bushya. 


  The town has been completely destroyed, and flames are shooting everywhere. 


  No... it is no longer functioning as a town. 


  And near the entrance were knights, adventurers, and exhausted soldiers. 


  Among them, Bran, the guild master, came out through the crowd. 


  "Zect... Our lord, Count Bouyan, is dead... and so is Amir..." 


  "I see..." 


  "Give back my mother... You're not a hero (Yuusha)... You're a demon...!?" 


  "Ouch! Why did you throw a rock at me, you little brattt...!" 


  "Wait! He's a hero (Yuusha)! Stop that!" 


  "But..." 


  "Stop it" 


  "..." 


  Why... Why is the kid looking at me with such hatred? 


  "Hey... Zect... I have a question for you why did you choose to fight?" 


  "They're dragons. We have to fight them." 


  "Well... these dragons, we just checked, and they were on their way somewhere on the run... it's a little late for that, but if we all leave this town together, evacuate, and come back in a day... we'll have a better chance of finding them. The places they passed might have been destroyed... but there's a good chance not a single person would have died." 


  "But, from the church, I..." 


  "No, the church had told me... They didn't tell you to fight... Don't screw with me, you bastard..." 


  That's a lie... Wasn't the church telling me to do so...? 


  No, remember... 


  What did they say? 


  Surely they want me to take them down, right...? 


  Ahhh... No way… 


  'The dragons are coming from behind you, and they are moving toward Bushya, the major town, and if you do not stop or divert them, the people of that town will die.' 


  They didn't say we have to defeat it... 


  'Stop or divert', that's what they said... 


  They didn't tell us to fight them head-on. 


  So... we should be able to do it... that's what they must have been thinking. 


  Why would I miss something as important as that? 


  "Well, alright... Still, even though you're a hero (Yuusha)... Don't come to Bushya anymore... I know you have no ill will... You're crying, I can see it in your face... But people whose relatives are dead can't be convinced... And look, I'm trying very hard to suppress it too... my wife and child are dead... So, just go... and don't come back..." 


  "I'm sorry..." 


  There was nothing I could do but walk away. 


  * * *


  After that, I came to the three girls... 


  Maria keeps casting barrier, and they're still crying and screaming. 


  "You've got a lot of nerve... you guys... get your goddamn barrier off...!" 


  I punched the barrier. 


  My knuckles are bleeding, but I don't care... 


  "Let's go... Come on, let's go... hurry up and release the barrier... release it... You idiot..." 


  I kept hitting it, even though my bones were shattered. 


  And the moon was just shining on us. 


  * * *


  The Three Girls' POV 


  We may be a hero's party, but until recently, we were just village girls. 


  It would be cruel to fight such a terror. 


  But if we had encountered this kind of thing a year later, it might have been different. 


  We don't have enough experience yet... 


  


  Chapter 56 Hero (Yuusha) Vs Dragon, Part Three, No Apologies Needed


  Zect's POV 


  After my knuckles were broken and blood was everywhere... Maria finally returned to normal. 


  I don't want to talk to her... 


  But I can't tell her that... 


  "Let's go..." 


  "Ah, um..." 


  "I..." 


  "Sorry..." 


  "Don't talk... let's go." 


  They could tell I was in a bad mood... and they followed me without saying a word. 


  Now my life is... over. 


  I don't know how many people died, but it must have been thousands. 


  I'm sure the Pope, the Church, and the King would be angry. 


  * * *


  After a while, we arrived in a small town. 


  We take two rooms in an inn and squeeze ourselves into one room. 


  We have no choice... And even though we don't want to contact the church so badly... we must use our communication crystals. 


  And what came up was... Pope Romalis. 


  Of all people... the Pope... 


  "..." 


  I didn't know what to say. 


  So I just kept my mouth shut. 


  "Thank you for your help... That's all." 


  That's all he said... and then the connection was about to go dead. 


  "Umm... Pope... You don't blame me...?" 


  "I don't blame you..." 


  "Why...? Probably thousands of people died this time..." 


  "They died of their own causes, so there's no need for Zect-dono to be concerned." 


  "Why would that be...? After all, I..." 


  "I made a promise to Ceres-dono, and I will not blame you... even if it kills a billion people." 


  "What does that mean?" 


  "Well... didn't Ceres-dono tell you? Before, when you failed in your mission, about 30 people died." 


  That time... 


  * * *


  " How will you take responsibility for the terrible blunder!?" 


  "Are you a bishop? Why should we take the blame? It's the villagers' fault for their deaths!" 


  "Ceres-dono... How can you say that for the deaths of 30 people?" 


  "They died because of their own cause... That's all! After all, Zect and the others did their best, and they still died... nothing less, nothing more." 


  "Ceres-dono... I don't think that's true even for me." 


  "You know... Hero (Yuusha) is like a roulette... they gamble the number Zect with the chip 'world'... like in a casino. And no one is stupid enough to tell the dealer to take responsibility... if they don't like it, they don't have to gamble... that's all." 


  "Ceres-dono... how can you be so impolite?" 


  "Well, convey this to the Pope... Zect and his parents were also villagers and paid heavy taxes... Moreover, they were religious and prayed a lot." 


  "What do you mean by that?" 


  "But one day, an ogre attacked and killed five of the villagers." 


  "What are you trying to tell me?" 


  "But the Lord wasn't punished, and it was all for the best." 


  "I don't understand..." 


  "The villagers pay a lot of taxes... and when they die, everyone just accepts that it can't be helped... The King and the Pope are the same... no matter how many people die anywhere, they don't take any responsibility, do they? So, why should Zect and the others take responsibility?" 


  "Don't change the responsibility!" 


  "You know, no one in our group wants to fight the Demon King! If you force us to risk our lives for a job we don't want to do... and take responsibility if we fail, we'll quit being a hero! Let the others fight... And remember! Don't complain about Zect... At least the dead villagers had families... They must have had a good life too..." 


  "Ceres-dono... What are you trying to say... I understand that the Hero (Yuusha) are unfortunate... but that doesn't mean..." 


  "You know... if I were the Pope, I'd end this war in a month. I could kill the Demon King easily... but you're making many mistakes." 


  "Ceres-dono would finish it in a month? If that's true, we can go ahead with the plan... and the church will be responsible for it... and we'll give you full authority." 


  "Okay, let's see if you can do it. Let's call it 'Operation 100 Million Fireball.'" 


  "What's... that?" 


  "It's simple... just make everyone fight, that's all... Let the villagers, merchants, prostitutes, nuns, etc., drop their jobs and whatever else they want to do and march on the Demon King's castle. Those who don't join the fight and those who flee are excommunicated and put to death." 


  "Are you crazy...?" 


  "You think so? But this is an easy way to win. Do any of you think we can't win with this strategy? At least we can beat them better than a party of 4 people... And all the demons will be wiped out... no one will be unhappy anymore... and we don't need all the humans... because, at worst... we can beat them with all the church members. Let's do it... all humans vs all demons... we can win for sure." 


  "It's not possible..." 


  "Why, Pope? It's a certain victory." 


  "If we do that... everyone will lose their lives, get hurt, die." 


  "Don't you understand it...? In the end, you just don't want to do it, so force it on the hero, isn't that right? You don't want to fight, you don't want to lose money... you just want to live happily... and for that, 'Zect and the others are sacrificing themselves,' right? Don't you think it's the hero who 'will not be able to make a living, will be injured, and may die'? That's the kind of life that Zect and the others will lead... But if all human lives the same way for just one month... the demon tribe will be wiped out... Also, you said you would give me a full authority, right? So, now..." 


  "Wait! I take it back!" 


  "'The church will be responsible for it... and we'll give you full authority'. Archbishop, you must send word to the kingdom now, all mankind..." 


  "Wait, we can't do that." 


  "'If I can do it, I'll do it.' Isn't that what you said? I don't think this operation can be a failure..." 


  "I'm sorry... my fault." 


  "If you're sorry... don't do this." 


  "Yes, please let me take it back... Please... If we do this... the world will..." 


  "I'm sorry I was mean... and I really don't mean to..., but it is what it is... Everyone is forcing the four of us to do what we should be doing... So don't complain about it... And 1,000? 100,000? 100 million people... half of all mankind, no matter how many die, no one is qualified to take responsibility, after all, they live happily and 'bet on' with people they don't want to do it... isn't that it?" 


  * * *


  "That's what Ceres..." 


  "Well... when you return from battle and rest at the inn, you look at the town and think... why are the adventurers at the tavern laughing? Why do the merchants do their business as usual? Why do the nobles live in wealth? If there was a real war, the whole kingdom would be fighting, so they can't live such happy lives..." 


  I'm such an idiot... 


  "..." 


  "So I decided... Even though some of the archbishops were against it... but we couldn't argue with Ceres-dono... so I decided not to let the hero's party take any responsibility." 


  "..." 


  "Well then... thank you for your hard work." 


  With that, the crystal went dead. 


  I was such an idiot... 


  I've expelled the one person who understands us the best. 


  I don't know what to do anymore. 


  


  Chapter 57 From the Church


  Today was the day I was going to go hunting with Shizuko and the others... but I was caught off guard. 


  Knock-knock... a knock came on the door. 


  I have a bad feeling about this... 


  Any requests would come through the guild, and I don't have any personal friends yet. 


  So, the only people who come to this house are the ones who bring trouble. 


  "Yes." 


  "Ceres-dono, I have a message from the Pope..." 


  It was a priest... He brought me a recording crystal, saying it was from the Pope. 


  If the communication crystal is a telephone, the recording crystal... is a video letter. 


  "Ceres-kun... isn't that a recording crystal? I think you should take a look at it right now." 


  "Ceres, don't wait to see this stuff, it's a pain in the ass." 


  "Ceres-san... Let's have a look." 


  "Ceres-chan... If it's from the Pope, you have to see it right away." 


  It can't be helped... we'll have to delay the hunt a bit... 


  'It's been a long time, Ceres-dono...' 


  This time, the message comes from the Holy Land of Gandar... 


  The contents are... they want me to go back to the journey to defeat the Demon King if possible, but they don't force me to do so. 


  But if I do well, he'll give me Kohane castle and the surrounding area as a territory and a title... not only that, they're also planning marry 'Saint Cecilia' to me... 


  "Ara, ara, if it isn't Cecilia from the Holy Church..." 


  "Shizuko-san... Do you know her?" 


  "Ceres... She knew her because she's like a disciple of Shizuko's." 


  "Haruka, that's not true. I only taught her a little healing magic when she was still inexperienced." 


  "Shizuko... are you sure? But she calls you 'Master (Shisou)', doesn't she?" 


  "Sayo... She's better than me now, okay...? So, she can't call me 'Master (Shisou)' anymore." 


  "Well... if Shizuko says so... that's be it." 


  "Geez, I'm not that great." 


  Well, speaking of the previous generation's hero's party, they challenged the Demon King to a battle... but were defeated and fled. 


  But here's the funny thing... 


  When they entered the territory of the Demon King and fought with him in his castle... the hero's party lost, right? 


  So, how did they come back when all around them were enemies? 


  The hero is dead, the sage is dead, all that remains is the saint and the sword saint, and all around them are enemies. 


  And yet two of them came back alive... 


  How is that possible? 


  "Come to think of it, how did Cecilia-sama and the sword saint come back from the failed attempt to defeat the Demon King... isn't it a mystery?" 


  "Hmm, can I tell Ceres-kun about it? It was Sayo's work, wasn't it?" 


  "Well, we only helped Sayo... But if we offend the 'Teary-Eyed Ice Princess'..." 


  "Still... I want to know how could they get away from the Demon King and the Demon Tribe." 


  "Heheheh, okay, I will tell you. You know, we had told Ceres-chan before that Shizuko and Sayo are good at sneaky things, right? Sayo negotiated with the Demon Tribe when they were in desperate straits." 


  "What...? What do you mean...?" 


  "Heheh, you know, Sayo was terrible, at that time... The Demon King at the time had a daughter he cared about so much... but since she was living outside of the Demon King's castle, Sayo kidnap her... and then she negotiated and exchanged the hostages…” 


  "Misaki... Can you not explain any further? And Ceres-san, you can't trust them... You know that I’m kind, didn’t you?" 


  "Yes, Sayo-san... You're as kind as a Goddess..." 


  "Good boy." 


  * * *


  "By the way... it's very early... for the two countries to come forward with their terms." 


  "Well, if you think about it... all that's left is for the Galvin Empire... to come forward and tell us their terms." 


  "Maybe they're having the hardest time with the Demons... so they're probably giving us the best treatment... and there's the Fire Dragon Mountains where the dragons live." 


  "Ceres-kun... Do you want to wait a while longer?" 


  "Ceres, what do you want to do?" 


  "As far as I'm concerned, we need a backer... so I think it's better to have one." 


  "I'm the same as you, Sayo..." 


  Really… I thought I'd escaped from defeating the Demon King... 


  But I can't believe we're talking about this right now. 


  After all, I don't really want to fight. 


  


  Chapter 58 The Power of Four Women


  Finally, we all went hunting together. 


  We thought about orcs or ogres, and we ended up with an ogre. 


  I have nothing to say... 


  I mean, it's too funny... 


  Shizuko is supposed to be the healer, but... 


  "Robe...!" 


  "Ughhhhhh...!" 


  The muscles of the well-muscled ogre are shrinking, and it looks like an old man as it dies. 


  I've never heard or seen such spell before. 


  "Amazing..." 


  "Ceres is new to this, right? No wonder, you are surprised. Well, it's Shizuko's own original spell... Normal healers only use healing spells to give life force, but Shizuko thought of using it the other way around... to steal life force from the opponent." 


  "Yes, yes... it's amazing, isn't it...? As a woman I'm terrified... I don't want to die like a granny... Don't you think so Ceres-san?" 


  While saying so, countless ogres stood next to Sayo like wax dolls. 


  "Really, Sayo... Ceres-chan is scared... And for the note, that's Sayo's original spell... it's called 'Absolute Zero,' and it freezes any living creature from the inside out" 


  "Ceres-san... I can't do 'Absolute Zero.' I can only drop the blood in the body to about -200 degrees Celsius (392 Fahrenheit) in an instant and freeze it." 


  ※ In the story, the temperature at which a human being is frozen is 196 degrees Celsius (384 Fahrenheit). 


  Well, even so... I'm not fighting at all... but more and more dead ogres are piling up around me. 


  Haruka, who is talking normally, is surrounded by shredded ogre corpses... and Misaki is surrounded by ogres that have been smashed from the head down, as if being smashed in the exact opposite direction. 


  "Haruka is always cutting into little pieces... Don't you ever get tired?" 


  "Well, Misaki always smashes them... like this one, its head is stuck in like a tortoise." 


  I knew what they use, and I had heard about their fighting style... but it's totally different from what I imagined. 


  Of course, I had expected them to be great, since they were formerly S-ranked... but... 


  They are more than strong... they are skillful. 


  If Zect and the others have a textbook fighting style, they seem to be daring to fight in a way that their opponents don't want to fight. 


  It is, indeed, a nightmare for the opponent. 


  As a proof... the ogre that should feel no fear... seems to be partly frightened. 


  Even a muscle-brained ogre would be frightened... if it saw its kind being brutally killed in front of its eyes like this... 


  This is the first time I've ever seen an ogre frightened. 


  And when the ogre tries to escape, Haruka, running like the wind, cuts it to pieces with a thin sword. 


  Thinking about it, it would be difficult to dismember a person with a thin sword... 


  On the other side, Misaki crushes them, Shizuko turns them into dried fish, and Sayo freezes them. 


  It looks like a complete one-sided violation to me. 


  Maybe I've underestimated them... they're strong. 


  And it's not all they can do... it seems to me... when they're fighting, they're also coming over to talk to each other leasury. 


  "They're stronger than Zect, for all intents and purposes." 


  "Ceres-kun... it's not true." 


  "Yeah, we're not good with big monsters... and not with dragons..." 


  "But we're best with people the size of a man." 


  "Indeed, we can handle ogres and orcs." 


  Being bad at hunting doesn't mean you can't hunt. 


  But... why did they quit being adventurers if they were so good? 


  I wonder why they became villagers and lived in the village... 


  Haruka is one thing, but Shizuko, Sayo, and Misaki... they have the power to kill their husbands in an instant if they make them angry... 


  "Why... did you all quit being an adventurer?" 


  I couldn't help but say it. 


  "Because we were tired of killing people, and we were tired of being scared." 


  "Nee-san, that's..." 


  "Ceres, our best hunting is 'people'... that's where we started... that's why people are afraid of us... that's why we quit being adventurers and 'longed to be normal'. " 


  So to speak. 


  'Ceres, kill yourself... or I'll kill this guy...' 


  This is the kind of their fight... They don't fight demons... because they're supposed to kill people. 


  But... 


  "Nee-san, can I say something?" 


  "Ceres, say it!" 


  "Nee-san, you said before that I hunted the Ogre King and 30 other Ogres and that I was awesome... but maybe you're stronger than me? When I said that, you said 'Ceres... that's not true, maybe half is right,' right? How many are you hunting now?" 


  "Huh?" 


  "I've already hunted almost a hundred and Shizuko-san beat the king there." 


  "You see... Ceres..." 


  Smack! 


  Ouch, it's been a while since Haruka hit my head. 


  "We're women too... We want the guy we like to think we're cute... you guessed it... it was a boy!" 


  "I see" 


  I was planning to save the four of them if they were in danger... 


  But they're too strong. 


  I can't help but think they don't mean it. 


  


  Chapter 59 Ceres VS Black Dragon, Part One


  Lately, I've been being followed by someone. 


  And it's a terrible presence. 


  This person sometimes tries to kill me without making me feel anything, even though I'm as skilled as Shizuko and the others. 


  Just feeling his murderous intent is enough to make my body start shaking. 


  Who is this man? 


  He terrifies me more than any man I've ever fought. 


  Is he a demon king? 


  No, a demon king would never move from his castle in the demon kingdom. 


  Then... the Four Heavenly Kings are the only ones I can think of. 


  But... there's no point in targeting me alone if I'm not with Zect and the others. 


  Shizuko and the others must not be involved. 


  However, this enemy is targeting me alone. 


  I don't know what that means, but it's convenient. 


  Worst-case scenario, I'm the only casualty. 


  "Everyone, I'm going shopping a little bit." 


  """"Yes... Have a good day."""" 


  * * *


  After that, I walked out of the town and headed for the woods nearby. 


  "You're following me, aren't you?" 


  "Heh~, did you notice?" 


  "As expected, I'd have noticed if you were trying to kill me like that!" 


  "Well, anyway, since you've come to a deserted place, that means you'll fight me... is that right?" 


  The moment I saw him, I knew. 


  Even if it were me... even if it were Shizuko and the others and Zect... even if we all got together and worked in perfect coordination... we'd never win. 


  "I can't beat you... with your terrifying spirit, are you the Fourth Heavenly King... or the Demon King?" 


  That's the only person I can think of who'd try to kill me. 


  But when I said that, he looks really unhappy. 


  "The Demon King... the Four Heavenly Kings! No! My name is Black Dragon... One of the top five Great Dragon Lords... A Dragon Royalty... Don't treat me like one of those lowly races!" 


  It's funny... The top of dragons is the Dragon King... he reigned like a Demon Tribe long time ago... but he was defeated by the hero of that time. 


  "But, didn't the Dragon King's family vanquished a long time ago?" 


  "The humans may not know it, but they were only a intermediate-rank dragon... In human terms, they only mere soldier... The lowest of the mighty... There are thousands of dragons more powerful than that one. A half-breed who has not even attained immortality." 


  That's not very nice... isn't he a terrible man? 


  If what he says is true... He's as good as the Demon King... far better than the Dragon King as legend has it. 


  Definitely, I'll avoid fighting him... 


  Still, why is it...? When I was so happy to get out of the trip to defeat the Demon King... and then it seemed like I was going to be sent back again... 


  Why am I facing an existence that seems to be stronger than the Demon King? 


  What should I do? 


  I don't know what to do... 


  "Then, what does such a near-God being want with someone like me?" 


  "God? I'm above God... And the underworld Dragon Bauer-sama is far higher in rank than a Human Goddess... and he rules the underworld... but it's true I'm closer to a Divine Dragon... However, even a Goddess is below me in simple fighting power... So, if you call me a Divine Dragon instead of a God, I'd be flattered." 


  This is not good... not just a Hero or a Demon King... but even a Goddess is no match for him... 


  "I restate... What does such a great 'Divine Dragon' want from me, Black Dragon-sama?" 


  This world is too scary... There was a being who could say that even the Demon King was a small fry? 


  Such a being was not even found in the history books. 


  But the trembling in my body tells me it's not a lie. 


  That's what it's telling me. 


  "Well... You've slain countless dragons while being a human... I admire you." 


  Did I survive...? 


  "Thank God." 


  "Well, dragons are powerful beings and are admired for their strength, they can be defeated even in many-to-many battles. But you alone have slain countless dragons, you are a 'hero (Yuusha)' of the human race and I will never forget your name, but it is also true that you have slain countless dragonkind... So with the greatest respect, I, Black Dragon, challenge you a duel as one of the five great dragon lords Therefore, You should be honored... You can fight with the Great Dragon Lord." 


  No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no... I can only see a future of death. 


  Even though I'm so close to living happily ever after... 


  "It's not possible. A novice like me cannot challenge a Great Divine Dragon to a fight..." 


  "Then, I will give you a handicap... we will fight in the crater on the mountain beyond this forest... And you win if you can escape to this forest again... I also not turn myself into a dragon during the battle... That's my handicap… So let's go... Dragonification." 


  "Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!" 


  How can I win against this being...? It's like a mountain... bigger than the Royal Castle... it's like Tokusatsu hero fighting a giant monsters... 


  Its mouth that could easily swallow me... dropped me into the crater at the top of the mountain. 


  From here... to the forest, which is several kilometers by all accounts... it's over. 


  


  Chapter 60 Ceres VS Black Dragon, Part Two, Defeat and Death


  "Come on, come at me any time you like." 


  The Black Dragon turns back into a man and says to me. 


  Damn... not even trees around here. 


  There are only rocks in this crater. 


  "Skywalk..." 


  People can't fly... but this skill lets me walk in the air for a little while. 


  I use this skill... and run to the rock and hide behind it. 


  It reminded me of when I was a little boy, catching crabs in the river. 


  At that time, I said, "I'm sorry I caught you... you must have been so scared..." and now, the crab that came at me with those little scissors... it's me now. 


  "Where did you hide?" 


  No way... it's coming at me, spitting flames. 


  And... the flames are melting rocks. 


  I don't know, but I'm pretty sure the rocks melt at temperatures approaching 2,000 degrees Celcius (3632 Fahrenheit). 


  If I were to be hit by such a thing, my body would melt with the rock. 


  Not even a hero could defeat such a thing. 


  Maybe even Tokutsatsu hero from outer space would be killed by this dragon. 


  Still, it's hot... maybe because the rocks are melting and the temperature is rising, it's hot despite the distance. 


  "Hey, how long are you going to hide? I'm going to melt all the rocks if you don't show!" 


  No way... it sprouted wings and soared into the sky. 


  He'll find me for sure... and I'll die if he spits fire from there. 


  "Wait... you promised not to turn into a Dragon... after all, humans can't fly and those wings belong to dragons!" 


  If he doesn't keep his promise I will die at this moment, but this man has pride and is a man of his word. 


  "Indeed... This wing belongs to the dragon... I'm sorry, but I'm getting off." 


  He puts away his wings and comes down. 


  But he's already found my place. 


  I have to get out of here as fast as I can... 


  Really, my heart pounding so much right now. 


  I'm probably faster in this world than I was in my previous life as an Olympian... probably running the 100 meters in the 7s. 


  This is not vanity, but faster than Hero's Zect. 


  "Haah, haah... A little bit..." 


  "Unfortunately... you're too slow... you won't get away with it." 


  I had already thought of four countermeasures against the Demon King's army. 


  But three of them were just ideas and could not be used against the Black Dragon. 


  And the one that I thought would work could only buy me time. 


  Still, I never thought I'd have to use it this early in the game. 


  "Ultimate Technique..." 


  "Heh~... now you're ready to attack a little...!" 


  "Anti-demonic counterattack... Carolina Attack..." (NB: Carolina Reaper) 


  I threw the hottest chili pepper and wasabi powder in the world at the Black Dragon's face. 


  I named it after the hottest chili pepper in the previous world. 


  So, what do you think... 


  "What's this...? Ughhhhhhhhhh... It hurts... My eyes, my eyesssss..." 


  In the previous world, chili peppers used to attack molester and it was in the spray to repel them. 


  And not surprisingly, it was also used to repel wild beasts of prey long ago, even lions... and here's how it's applied... 


  Well, someone must have thought why didn't I just use poison? 


  Poison is meaningless... There is magic in this world, and Maria, for example, can nullify it with a single spell... and of course, for Demons and Demonkind, they also have an easy way to nullify it. 


  But... the sense of taste cannot be nullified... this is something I noticed by chance. 


  Perhaps just being spicy is not considered an 'abnormality' by magic and does not work. 


  This may be exactly the kind of technique that exploits the weakness of this world's magic. 


  Still... If it's a dragon... it will heal in a while. 


  Now I must run away as fast as I can. 


  So, I ran toward the forest, leaving the Black Dragon crouching in agony and fainting in agony. 


  There was nothing else. 


  The methods I've devised for dealing with Demons... are still out there, but they will never work on the Black Dragon. 


  The black dragon still won't move. 


  "Skywalk, Skywalk, Skywalk, Skywalk, Skywalk!" 


  I used it continuously, and got as far as the forest. 


  "Hahahaha... You did it, you bastard... But you'll die..." 


  The Black Dragon's claws tore me up and down... My upper and lower bodies separated... My guts also sticking out of my body... 


  It's over... now... but... 


  "You coward... Your claws are dragon claws... and this is the forest too... Gghhhh!" 


  My eyes go dark... and the lower half of my body is shredded beside me... 


  Maybe I'm... going to die. 


  * * *


  Black Dragon's POV


  This is the forest... and I killed him with my claws... 


  I, the five Great Dragon Lords... killed the victor out of bitterness. 


  It's a great dishonor... 


  But what's dead is dead. 


  Still, he has defeated me, the Dragon Lord... So, I will give him the honor... 


  'Ceres the victor... I give you my liver and blood to prove it.'


  I pulled the liver out of myself and forced it into Ceres' mouth... and then I cut off one of my hands and sprinkled blood all over his body. 


  I don't know what this means. 


  But for a long time, people who beat real dragons wanted the blood and the liver. 


  This is what the victor, Ceres, deserves... 


  Besides, I have to pay for my broken promise. 


  I took the life of this man who could have lived. 


  Even I can't bring him back if he's completely dead. 


  And the afterlife is the world of Bauer the Underworld Dragon. 


  So, I, Black Dragon, will give you my blessing as atonement. 


  If Bauer-sama finds out he's related to me... He'll give him a little mercy... 


  I don't want any hard feelings Ceres. 


  So I buried Ceres in the ground. 


  


  Chapter 61 Ceres VS Black Dragon, Part Three, It's Wonderful to Be Alive


  Where am I? It's so dark... But across the river there's a bright and beautiful flower garden. 


  My parents who are supposed to be dead are screaming at me not to come. 


  But I feel like... if I go there I'll be happy. 


  I feel like... I can sleep peacefully after everything is over. 


  So sleepy... 


  If I sleep in that field of flowers... I might be able to get rid of all this tiredness. 


  At a daze I start to cross the river. 


  But the more I try to cross the river, the more my parents' faces turn pale. 


  They're yelling like mad, 'Don't come here!' 


  But it's dark and cold here and I don't want to be here. 


  And before I know it, I've finished crossing the river. 


  "Ceres... why did you cross? This is the afterlife... and you can't go back." 


  "You can't come back if you are here..." 


  The area became dark... and out of the darkness, a demon-like presence came toward us. 


  "You've finally crossed over, you fool! Your parents tried so hard to stop you... but you've crossed into the underworld... No human can return!" 


  I hear a monster, not an ogre, but a monster with the face of an ogre, talking to me. 


  Maybe this is a dream. 


  The proof is that I don't feel fear for such a terrifying creature. 


  It's not as big as a Black Dragon, but it's bigger than a three-story building in the previous world. 


  "The underworld...? You mean the afterlife...? No, I can't die yet... Father, Mother, I'm sorry... I've taken four wives... And Mother and Father know them, right...? They are Shizuko-san, Haruka-san, Misaki-san, and Sayo-san... so I have to go back..." 


  "That's great, aren't they all Mother's friends?" 


  "Well, you must've been like that since you lost us so early... but taking four wives... are you some kind of a hero (Yuusha) or something?" 


  "No! It was Zect who became a hero (Yuusha). I just joined his party." 


  "I see... Guard, I beg you... return my son to the world..." 


  "I beg you too." 


  "No... it is the law... that must not be twisted." 


  "Father, Mother... it was nice to meet you, and I'll come back here someday, but right now I just want to spend a little more time with my wives..." 


  "Ahh... Well, I'm sorry, but my son has to leave... now go." 


  "Your mother and father are guarding you... go on!" 


  They're stopping the demon-like guard. 


  "It's no use... No being can return once they're here, not even the hero (Yuusha).... You can't even bring weapons into the Underworld, not even the holy sword... Once you're here... No matter how strong you are... Any mortal is just a weak man... no match for me." 


  "That sounds like if I can beat you I can go back." 


  "No man has beaten me since time immemorial... but if you can beat me, I'll let you go!" 


  This is bad... I don't have any weapons, any equipment... 


  I didn't bring anything with me... 


  But I have to try... 


  Maybe if I hadn't fought the Black Dragon... my body might have been too scared to move. 


  But... my body rebels... my mind rebels... There's nothing solid... and yet there's something that insists that the demon-like is small fry. 


  "How can I be defeated by a little fish like him?" 


  After I said so, I saw my appearance change into something between a jet-black dragon half the size of a black dragon and a human being... 


  And suddenly I have long claws in my hands... I must be dreaming. 


  "Y-Y-Y-Your claws, your eyes... The ruler of the underworld, the dragon royalty... Please forgive me... Help me, help me..." 


  * * *


  After that, I'm awake... and it seems I'm under the ground. 


  There's something fishy in my mouth and it tastes funny. 


  But I gotta get out of here... 


  When I got out, I was covered in blood and dirt... like a zombie. 


  My clothes are like rags and I look like a vagrant to anyone who looks at me. 


  There's nothing around here... and if only I could fly, it would be so much easier... 


  I started walking through the forest thinking that. 


  Still... why am I alive...? 


  If my memories are correct... how could I be alive with my body cut in half? 


  Or was that a hallucination I had out of fear... 


  Maybe the demon-like creature that followed must have been a hallucination too... 


  I should never be able to see my dead parents again too? 


  Well, I don't know where it came from, but I must have been hallucinating... 


  As for the battle, The Black Dragon that beat me up, assumed I was dead, and buried me... that's about it. 


  If he thinks I'm dead... he won't attack me anymore, right? 


  'It's wonderful to be alive.' 


  With that thought and the happiness of being alive, I walked toward King's Landing. 


  


  Chapter 62 Hero (Yuusha) Zect's Determination


  Lida's POV 


  After that terrible battle, there was a big gap between the three of us and Zect. 


  'We'll be blamed.' 


  I thought so... but surprisingly, Zect did not blame us at all. 


  Maria and Mel were both prepared to be hit... that much we were prepared for. 


  But Zect didn't say anything. 


  At first we thought he was angry and 'won't talk'... but he's not. 


  The proof is that when we talk, he responds. 


  "Maria... what should we do?" said Lida. 


  "There's nothing we can do, after what we did," said Maria. 


  "Anyway, is everyone all right? I know you all were scared of the dragon... but it's going to get worse from here on out," said Zect. 


  ""Ugh..."" 


  "Surely... Zect must've taken a lot of blame after that blunder," said Lida. 


  "I wonder what the penalty will be?" said Maria. 


  "That's one thing... but what are we going to do now?" said Zect. 


  ""..."" 


  We didn't know what to do anymore. 


  I wish Ceres was here at this time... I'm not the only one who thinks so. 


  * * *


  Zect's POV 


  I was protected by Ceres... 


  It's really pathetic to think that... 


  This guy used to tell me to read books... 


  But I didn't do anything because 'I'm a hero, it's none of my business'... However if I had some knowledge, maybe things would have turned out differently. 


  He used to tell me 'you can't do it now'... and he was right. 


  I'm a hero (Yuusha)... and I'm strong by nature because of my job. 


  In order to keep up with me, he spends his free time training and even taking care of our equipment. 


  If I had done the same thing... something might have been different. 


  Even if he had been there... the war wouldn't have changed much. 


  But he would have protected us, cheered us up... that's as far as he would have gone. 


  If he had done that, we would not have lost so badly. 


  Perhaps we could have given the dragon a head start... 


  Also, we would have fought not to win but to divert. 


  Although I don't really know... I can't help but think that he might do that. 


  Hahahaha... Still, we were protected even after he's gone. 


  He made sure the Pope and the others didn't blame us. 


  He was negotiating with the Pope and all the bigwigs in the church when it all went down the drain. 


  I wonder... how that's possible. 


  The Pope is... the greatest man in the world... 


  Not even a king can negotiate like that. 


  But he did it. 


  How could he do that? 


  I don't know... but I know why. 


  'He did it for us.' 


  He was working hard for us. 


  That's all I know... 


  * * *


  I've got an idea. 


  So I call the three girls over. 


  Lida, Maria, and Mel look nervous. 


  No wonder, they must think I'm mad at them after that blunder. 


  "Don't be so down... It was my fault too... And about that... we don't take the blame... And it was Ceres does." 


  I told him what the Pope had told me about Ceres. 


  "That was something that happened..." 


  "Ceres... has done such a thing..." said Lida. 


  "Did Ceres really...?" said Maria 


  "Ceres..." said Mel. 


  "Yeah, he's the one who was talking to them, so we didn't get blamed for anything... and I thought I'd just... talk to him." 


  """Okay.""" 


  "This is my idea that if Ceres comes back, I'll quit being the leader of the party, I'll just be a party member and I'll let Ceres be the leader of this party... I realize now that I'm not good enough to be the leader... I'm not up to it..." 


  "Well, if Zect says so, then I guess I have no choice," said Lida. 


  "I think so..." said Maria. 


  "Yes" said Mel. 


  Well, I guess the three of them had been thinking about it for some time... and they didn't seem to object, even though their eyes were downcast. 


  "But now... I'm still the party leader, and while I'm still the party leader, I've decided to give you all one order... Maria, Lida, and Mel are to be expelled from this party soon! The other day in the fight with the dragon I thought... you cried like when you were little girls and Ceres and I were always helping you... So, I thought it's better to quit fighting... You can go back to your village, or you can go to Ceres." 


  "Zect, I'm glad you feel that way, and I don't blame you, but you can't banish the three of us. A saint, a sage, and a sword saint..." said Lida. 


  "Saints can't be expelled," said Maria. 


  "The same goes for the Sage," said Mel. 


  Now, I understood what Ceres meant when he said, "You should read a book." 


  "Well, listen to me! First of all, Lida, the sword saint, could be expelled rather easily without any problem... There were times when there were only Hero, Saint and Sage, and some sword saints lived freely after being expelled from the party. The problem is the saint Maria........" 


  "You can't do it with just me and Mel," said Lida. 


  "Don't worry about me," said Maria. 


  "No, Maria, we can't leave you alone and what about you, Zect?" 


  The three of them are so close I don't think they'd leave Maria alone. 


  "I know how you all feel, but Ceres told me the Pope and the others that 'If you force us to do deadly work we don't want to do... take the responsibility if we fail... but if you don't, we'll quit being hero (Yuusha)!' I don't think that Ceres said this without any reason... There might be a way to quit... So, there must be a way to get Maria and the three of you out... and I will find it... although not right away. But don't worry." 


  Ceres... surely you wouldn't let these crying guys fight, right...? 


  So, I'd do the same... and if I can't do it now, I'll make sure they quit... 


  "Wait, what about Zect?" said Lida. 


  "You can't do this on your own," said Maria. 


  "That's right," said Mel. 


  Hahahaha, I want to say a thing that's not cool. 


  "What I'll do... I'll ask Ceres about it." 


  And if that doesn't work, then I'll die fighting alone. 


  That's still better rather than 4 of us die... 


  


  Chapter 63 Never Tired


  My body aches and feels hot... 


  But somehow, I arrived at the royal capital. 


  "Ceres-dono, what happened?" 


  "Oh, nothing, I'm all right... I just had a little trouble hunting a dragon species... but I'm not as badly hurt as I look..." 


  "That's all right then... but please be wary of anyone who could push you that far, Ceres-san." 


  "Don't worry... I've already taken care of it." 


  "Then I'm relieved... and I apologize for my exhaustion." 


  "Thank you for your work." 


  I talk to the gatekeeper... and enter the royal capital. 


  The eyes around me are painful... my body is covered in dirt, and my clothes are shredded. 


  They don't say anything because I'm famous... but they must think I'm sick. 


  So, I quickly went to a thrift store and approached it. 


  As I didn't want to make a mess if I touched the clothes, I said in a loud voice... 


  "Excuse me... could you give me some clothes and underwear...?" 


  "Alright... Ceres—Hey, are you okay!?" 


  "I'm fine, I'm fine. My clothes are just a little dirty. Please give me a complete set of clothes, underwear, and shoes." 


  "Oh, wait a minute, I'll get you the whole set." 


  "I'm sorry." 


  After that, I took the bag of clothes and went to the public bathhouse. 


  It was like a public bath in my previous life... When the receptionist looked at me, he gave me a white eye, so I paid him a gold coin as a tip. 


  Every time I walk, I leave a bloody footprint... it's a lot of work, so it's normal that people don't like it. 


  Well, he let me through with a smile, probably because I had given him a gold coin, and said, +I'm sorry you had to go through that.+ 


  Now, using the soap, I rinse my body clean. 


  The funny thing was that the blood stuck to my body was gone, and I was just covered with dirt. 


  The fishy taste in my mouth was gone, too. 


  But my body was burning hot... maybe I had a fever. 


  As I washed off my body... it must have been a hallucination... there were no wounds anywhere. 


  But my body is strangely hot... but the fever is quite different from that of a cold or any other illness. 


  The closest thing to it might be 'full of fighting spirit'. 


  I felt some steam coming out of my body. 


  Unlike before, my body was not tired or fatigued at all. 


  I felt elated as if I could do anything. 


  Now, after cleaning my body, I dip in the water bath next to the regular baths. 


  The cold water feels great... 


  But the problem is my lower body... 


  To my shame, I have an erection... 


  I'm not doing anything wrong... but it doesn't go away even though I'm soaked in the cold water. 


  Still, my body is clean for the time being. 


  So, I guess I can go home now. 


  * * *


  "Ceres-kun, why do you smell like soap?" 


  "Ceres... you're not cheating on us, are you?" 


  "Ceres-san wouldn't do that, right?" 


  "Ceres-chan... I believe in you... remember?" 


  They're scary... I felt like a dragon staring at a goblin... 


  But I have nothing to be afraid of. 


  "I fought a tough dragon and got covered in dirt, so I went to the bathhouse." 


  I showed them my ragged clothes while saying that. 


  "You must have struggled a lot." 


  "Your stomach is cut in half... Are you okay? Did you get scratched?" 


  "It looks like it" 


  "I'm gonna have to get rid of these clothes." 


  "But how did you get so badly burned by the flames from the fire dragon or the fire dragon? I'm surprised you survived." 


  "That's..." 


  Somehow I managed to cover it up... and it's best not to get involved with that horrible creature. 


  Surely, I won't have to deal with him again. 


  * * *


  Still, the lower half of my body was a mess. 


  It would never go down, no matter how long I waited. 


  "Ceres-kun... it..." 


  "Ceres... you're in big trouble..." 


  "Ceres-san, that looks painful." 


  "Ceres-chan, it's... it's our fault... shall we work hard tonight?" 


  I'm indeed young now... 


  But our marriage is strong, and we take turns getting physical with each other almost daily. 


  But today, what can happen in such a situation? 


  "Ceres-kun, haah, haah, haah~ What is wrong with you today?" 


  "Ceres... you're great, always good, but you're so rough today, ahhhh... That place..." 


  "Ceres-san, if you, if you do that to me, I'm... Ahhh... No, no more..." 


  "Ceres-chan, why are you so energetic today...? It's strange, so strange... Such a thing, Such a thing... It's a lie... Noooo..." 


  No matter how many times we lay on top of each other... my body would not calm down... 


  And before I knew it, it was already morning. 


  "Haah, haah... Ceres-kun... You're too much. You're too rough. I can't take it anymore..." 


  "Ceres... no more, I can't move." 


  "Ceres-san... I'm happy to be a woman, but I'm sorry I can't do it anymore." 


  "Ceres-chan... You're too energetic." 


  Four people are lying naked on the bed. 


  I wondered what in the world was going on with my body? Even though I've finally calmed down, I still could do it if I wanted to. 


  And I don't get sleepy... also I'm not tired. 


  In my previous life, I could fight for 36 hours... there was a drink like that, but now, that's not it... 


  I could probably go a month without sleeping. 


  * * *


  After that, I went out and wielded my sword alone, but I didn't feel any different. 


  I don't feel any increase in strength or anything like that. 


  Just that my body is less tired... more energetic... that's about it... 


  I don't know what will happen in the future. 


  


  Chapter 64 Misunderstanding


  Somehow I'm hungry. 


  But Shizuko and the others are sleeping exhausted... 


  Maybe I'll go have breakfast alone... 


  "Welcome, Ceres-san. I see your wives are not here today." 


  "Well, they're resting today... Can you make me the usual... or if you can, a steak from Mino's..." 


  "You're a bold man this morning... of course, I can." 


  "Well then... two steaks, please." 


  "Yes... two servings." 


  I'm surprised I eat as much as I do. 


  Perhaps worn out from yesterday's battle... and the rest of the day, I was hungry and craving meat. 


  And here come two juicy steaks. 


  This place is popular among adventurers and mercenaries. 


  Simply put, the taste is average, but the portions are generous. 


  In my previous life, this steak would have weighed well over 500 grams (~1 pound), and a normal person would have been satisfied with just one. 


  "Ceres-san, I grilled two steaks for you... As far as I know, only Orcman eats several steaks in my restaurant... So, can you eat these?" 


  "Yeah, no problem." 


  After all, I'm very hungry. 


  Probably two steaks won't be enough... 


  But for now, I take a bite of one steak and start on the second one. 


  "Old man, four more steaks." 


  "Hey... Are you kidding me?" 


  "No, I'm eating it..." 


  "...Alright, I'll cook them now." 


  When I had finished the second piece, four steaks arrived. 


  As expected, I'm not satisfied with this... 


  "Ten more steaks." 


  "Hey, come on, are you kidding me? There are hardly any customers in this restaurant who have eaten 6 steaks... If you can eat 16 steaks, you are surely the gluttonous champion of the capital." 


  "I'll be fine." 


  "Okay, okay... even if Ceres-san is a hero (Eiyuu)... this restaurant doesn't allow leftovers... I'll get mad if you do..." 


  "Don't worry... I know that. I'll get down on my knees or whatever." 


  "Really? If you can't, I'll make you get down on your knees, okay? After all, I hate wasting food. But if you eat it, you get it for free... and after that, you can eat as much as you can." 


  "You sure?" 


  "Yeah, a man's got to speak his mind." 


  Now, 10 steaks are cooked, but I'm not quite full yet. 


  "Hmm~, looks pretty tasty..." 


  I easily finish all 10 steaks... 


  "But, let's get another 20..." 


  "Okay, okay... if you eat it, it's free, but if you leave any, I'll make you get down on your knees!" 


  And I easily eat it again. 


  "30 more..." 


  "Hey..." 


  "30 delicious refills." 


  "..." 


  However, when I had eaten a hundred pieces, the restaurant started to make noises. 


  "...Hahahahaha, this is all my meat. I'm done for the day... Give me a break... I lose." 


  "I'm sorry, I had no intention of eating for free, but I was hungry, and I wanted a hearty steak here... so here..." 


  I put down two gold coins. 


  I probably ate the equivalent of three gold coins... But, I feel awkward about eating free even though I won, and I won't be able to come here again if I don't pay. 


  "I'm always grateful for your hospitality... So, I'll pay you two gold coins because free food is awkward... But the general told me, you can cry for the rest..." 


  "Yeah... I'm sorry for complaining when you can really eat. I'm sorry for making you feel bad." 


  After that, everybody around makes a noise... 


  And I left the place as fast as I could. 


  * * *


  Now, I walked toward the forest. 


  And thinking about it again, that was the first time I was very hungry... But I'm not hungry anymore. 


  Instead, I feel steam coming from my body. 


  Even though I usually don't sweat much... now I'm sweating like a waterfall, and I'm breathing steam. 


  My body is overheated... but I feel great. 


  But now, I need to dip in a small spring nearby to cool down... And after a while, the sweating stops... However, when I look at my body, it looks toned. 


  I thought I had been working out perfectly... but I guess I can get even tighter from here. 


  When I got out of the fountain and swung my sword, it felt so natural. 


  Perhaps it was my imagination, but I felt much lighter. 


  I feel a little stronger than before... but that's all. 


  However, there is one strange thing... my body doesn't get tired. 


  I did some swinging to test it out, and usually, I get tired after a thousand times, but no matter how many times I swing, I don't get tired. 


  I don't know what's going on, but I feel like I can move for a month without resting or sleeping, as I felt when working with Shizuko and others. 


  I don't know what happened, but I seem to have gained extraordinary endurance. 


  * * *


  Now it's time for the real battle... 


  For a moment, I thought of hunting a dragon... but I'm afraid the Black Dragon will kill me again. 


  So I was looking for an ogre to hunt... however, why am I meeting a rock dragon only at a time like this...? But let's assume it was self-defence... which the Black Dragon will not approve of. 


  Huh? 


  'It is an honor for me to meet the great... our royalty... and protector...' 


  Is this the rock dragon speaking? 


  I can hear his voice directly in my head. 


  'Are you talking about me? I'm human.' 


  I guess it's telepathic, not pronunciation conversion... After all, it was successful when I tried it with my mind. 


  'Hahahaha, Even if it was a Wyvern, they can clearly see that you're the great Black Dragon... There must be some reason why you've been humanized... So, excuse me, O Dragon Lord.'


  I was so stunned... that the rock dragon just walked away. 


  Surely, by the time I got here... something must have happened. 


  When I thought I died fighting the Black Dragon... something may have happened that I don't know about. 


  I think the key is in the Dragon... 


  But what is this? 


  This time I came to the rocky area looking for the Dragon's species... and I found a wyvern. 


  I couldn't talk to him like I did with the rock dragon... but as soon as it got close to me and our eyes met... I noticed it had gotten down and sat by me like a dog. 


  I touched it, and I think it looked happy. 


  I don't know why... it didn't attack me. 


  However, I knew instantly. 


  I'll never hunt dragons again. 


  After all, I'm not so heartless as to kill a being who loves me and can talk to me. 


  Maybe this is the Black Dragon's mercy. 


  As I recall, he also said, 'You've slain countless dragons while being a human... I admire you.' 


  And perhaps the Black Dragon had something in mind. He gave me some kind of curse that would prevent me from fighting dragons in exchange for saving my life. 


  


  Chapter 65 Start to Move


  Shizuko’s POV 


  "But, that Ceres-kun..." 


  "Yes, Ceres is so rough. But what happened to him? I don't care how hard it is, but Shizuko, you did something to him, didn't you?" 


  "I didn't do anything... I swear." 


  "If Shizuko didn't do something, is it just Ceres-san's... sexual desire?" 


  "Indeed, Ceres-chan is quite strong and has a decent sex drive before... But now... with four people... What's the matter with him?" 


  Something must have happened to him. 


  But Ceres-kun is still growing. 


  And from now on, he'll grow even more. 


  Besides, there are people like Orcman-san who have 10 wives... Maybe Ceres-kun is a great man. Or rather greater than him. 


  If that's the case, I don't know if the four of us can handle it. 


  But if we want to pull someone in, it might as well be someone we know. 


  "So, you remember, after what happened yesterday... We need some backup and more friends... and I think, Cecilia-sama would be a good one." 


  "I haven't told you yet, but I prefer Frey from the empire. She's the previous sword saint and the first princess of the empire. She's the one I recommend since we can talk well together," said Haruka. 


  "Then I think Mariane-chan is fine with me," said Sayo. 


  "However... I think it's useless to add one more person to Ceres-chan, isn't it...? What if we just get all three of them? It would be difficult for me because I'm a little brain. So, I think Shizuko and Sayo can negotiate with the three kingdoms and get the best of them," said Misaki. 


  "Yes, Shizuko is better at playing the lure card than I am..." said Sayo. 


  "No, I think Sayo is better suited to negotiate without changing color." 


  "Sayo and Misaki is right. Shizuko is great because she doesn't say she can't do it," said Haruka. 


  "Hey, Haruka... Are you trying to call me 'black-hearted'? Do you want me to stop giving you lotion?" 


  "I'm sorry, Shizuko, I didn't mean it like that. I just wanted to say you're smart," said Haruka. 


  "Well... that's fine." 


  I hope Ceres-kun's sexual desire is temporary... but if it's not, we should consider increasing it. 


  * * *


  Demon King’s POV 


  "Is the current hero party that weak?" 


  "Yes, Demon King Luciferd-sama..." 


  My old enemy... is having a hard time against the Ogre? 


  It's so ridiculous... After all, a hero (Yuusha) is the trump card of the Goddess, and he should not be so weak. 


  However, perhaps it is because heroes' jobs are made each time... weak heroes sometimes appear. 


  It is the same on our side... There are weak Demon Kings and strong Demon Kings. 


  And myself, I'm an average demon king. 


  But I have Mammon, who is said to be the Evil God's (Jashin-sama) bug. 


  Although the rank is one of the Four Heavenly Kings, this person's power is far greater than mine. 


  As long as Mammon is here, the Demon King's army will never be defeated. 


  I mean, most of the heroes have avoided fighting Mammon and challenged the Demon King to a battle until now. 


  But Mammon won't even listen to my orders. 


  Once a hero is defeated, it will be at least five years and as long as ten years before the next one appears. 


  In the meantime, I have the advantage. 


  "Someone, call Mammon..." 


  "Yes, Demon King." 


  * * *


  "Luciferd, you called?" 


  "Mammon! You're rude in front of the Demon King!" 


  "Shut up, you old man!" 


  "Hey, you..." 


  "Mammon, as always, I allow you to go on the journey you once said you'd take to fight the strong." 


  "Heh~ What's the matter with you who was so opposed to it before?" 


  "Defeat the party of the current hero (Yuusha) Zect and show me! After that, you're free to go for five to ten years until the next hero (Yuusha) appears. Not bad, right?" 


  "Well... if I defeat the current hero's party, give me more than 5 years of freedom! Only I can't take it easy, so killing them won't be a problem?" 


  "No problem." 


  "Then, I'll take care of it... and I could leave after I kill Zect... is that clear?" 


  "Yes, that's fine." 


  Now the hero (Yuusha) is finished... not even the mightiest of heroes can match Mammon. 


  And the hero (Yuusha) of today will be defeated for sure. 


  * * *


  Mammon’s POV 


  If I defeat the hero... I can go on my journey... and for that, I'll kill him. 


  Still, I don't want to fight a crackpot... I want to fight a real strongman. 


  Heroes, weak men whom the Goddess has blessed and strengthened, are no fun to fight... I want to fight the real strong men. 


  I want to fight with those who are wise enough to fight, who outwit their opponents, who challenge with all their might... that is what I want. 


  After all, I've never lost a fight since I was born. 


  But once in my life... I've been hurt. 


  A human... challenged me to avenge a loved one. 


  This human challenged me with tricks... weapons, everything... 


  I lost my horns and one eye and suffered decades of pain before I recovered. 


  This human was not a hero (Yuusha), or not a man of the four main jobs. But just a hunter. 


  If that human had been a hero (Yuusha) I don't know how the balance would have tipped. 


  My life... My only strong enemy... Rudy... I'd fight a human like him again. 


  O Goddess... if you are the true enemy of the demons... let me see a foe as strong as 'Rudy' stand before me... 


  So, until I can fight the strong again... I will kill all humans... 


  Here now is 'Mammon the Strong-Armed,' ready to slay the hero (Yuusha) and devastate the world. 


  


  Chapter 66 [Short Story] The Legend of a Hunter - Formerly Titled: Don't Go with the Hero, Lili - Part 1


  Mammon the Strong-Armed, also known as the Hero Slayer. 


  No one has ever faced him and won. 


  Not even the Hero (Yuusha) can defeat him. 


  He is the deadliest enemy of mankind. 


  But against Mammon, there was one man, who stood up to him... and wounded him... and that man was Rudy... and he was the only one to survive. 


  This is the story of the nameless Hero, the only one who fought and died against Mammon. 


  * * *


  Rudy's POV 


  My name is Rudy... and I was born in an ordinary village, a villager's son. 


  I have a lovely childhood friend. 


  Her name is Lili, and she's a very cute girl who really, really I don't deserve. 


  But we've been together since we were little and I thought we'd get married in the future even though we're still children. 


  Not so long ago, It was really true. 


  But now I have given up on marriage with her. 


  She and I will never be together. 


  It's because fate has already decided it. 


  * * *


  On my tenth birthday, I regained my old memories. 


  I was just a middle schooler who loved light novels in Japan. 


  I realized I was in the world of a story called "The Silver Hero." 


  In that story, Lili is the heroine who will become a saint. 


  I play the role of a hunter who gets cuckolded by the Hero. 


  If everything goes according to the story, Lili and I will get engaged. 


  But then an oracle comes down from the goddess that a saint will be born from this village. 


  After that, Lili leaves with the Hero, who comes to pick her up. 


  After the journey, I am rejected and betrayed, and the Hero and Lili get married. 


  Then, the villagers, fearing the Hero will hate them, take my property and drive me away. 


  That was the story. 


  And when I regained this memory, I could not stop crying. 


  Even though I regained the memory of my previous life, I still loved Lili to the point of being effeminate. 


  The closer I was to her, the more I felt helpless to reach her. 


  I don't know how many times I thought, 'If only the hero dies,' 'Maybe I can kill him,' but that would be the end of the world. 


  Sometimes I thought about killing Lili and dying, but I couldn't do it. 


  Seeing Lili's smile, I was helpless. 


  'Damn it!' 


  So, I have to give up. And recently, I finally came to realize something. 


  I like Lili so much... But we will never be together. 


  After all, that was the story goes. 


  By the time the Hero returns after defeating the Demon King, Lili and I should be 24 years old. 


  Unlike in my previous world, it is normal for a 24-year-old to have two children in this world. 


  Then, it was very difficult to find a marriage partner. But at that time, I should have been driven out of the village by the villagers who feared the Hero... and finally, I died alone and lonely in the slum. 


  Unlike the Hero who lives in harems. 


  And in the end, I decided to give up on Lili. 


  I thought I would smile and live until she became a saint and the Hero came for her. 


  But I vaguely remember that the heroine's name was not Lili but Lilia in my memory of my previous life... or maybe it was not. 


  Maybe it was a different woman from Lili. 


  So I thought... if Lili was chosen as a saint, I could leave the village without telling anyone... if not, I could stay as a villager. 


  Fortunately, the job I got was hunter, according to the story. 


  Not a villager or a farmer, so I can survive in other places. 


  It's not Lili's fault. It's just 'that's how the story is meant to be.' 


  So why don't we just live happily until the two of us are fourteen? 


  This cute girl likes me and stays with me, even if it's just for a while. 


  Isn't that good? 


  I'll be happy... just think of it that way. 


  And now, at 12, Lili asked me to marry her. 


  I was going to blur it out, but I couldn't. 


  In the end, Lili's smile won me, and I accepted. 


  Perhaps this is a story correction. 


  Lili, the story's heroine, and me, the cuckolded person... I may not be able to part from her until I am cuckolded by the Hero, no matter what happens. 


  And now, the two of us are 14 years old. 


  Lili became more and more beautiful. 


  In six months, Lili and I will be adults. 


  And then I will get the hunter job, and Lili will get the saint job. 


  Six more months, and then we say goodbye. 


  I love her... and... she loves me now, but she betrays me later. 


  I love her so much... she loves me so much... but all I see is a future of misery. 


  Still, tomorrow is the day of the coming-of-age ceremony, the day we receive our jobs. 


  Tomorrow Lili will become a saint. 


  And I will become a hunter. 


  And in a week, she will leave with the Hero and never come back to me. 


  Still, my first love has come to fruition. 


  I was incredibly happy. 


  I guess that's all that matters... at least I've never been so happy in all my life. 


  So, tomorrow, I will celebrate as much as I can. 


  And when the Hero and Lili leave, I'll send them off with a smile... But will I be able to smile? 


  Still, I'll go on a trip after that to forget Lili... 


  And everyone will be happy. 


  But why can't I stop crying? 


  I'm so happy... but why? 


  I washed my face in the well, thinking about this. 


  Still, Lili... thank you for the memories... thank you so much... I love you. 


  * * *


  And then came the morning of the coming-of-age ceremony. 


  "What's wrong? Rudy, you couldn't sleep?" 


  "Yeah, I couldn't sleep..." 


  I was sleep-deprived. I wish I had a better job. 


  But she's gonna be all right... because she's gonna get the saint job. 


  I tried to smile, fighting off the urge to cry. 


  Because this is the last week, I'm going to spend with Lili. 


  "What job do you want, Rudy?" 


  "Well, I'd like to be a hunter... I can make a good living and protect myself." 


  After all, that's a definite choice. 


  "I see~ I don't want to leave Rudy either, so I'd like to be a Seamstress or a Weaver." 


  "Yes, I hope it's the job we both want." 


  * * *


  As I thought, my job is a hunter. 


  "Congratulations, Rudy! You got the job that you want." 


  "Yes, thank you..." 


  "Why are you not in good spirits, Rudy...? Oh, maybe you've always wanted to be a knight or an adventurer?" 


  I have to smile... I don't want to ruin Lili's smile. 


  "Well, I don't really care what job I get as long as I can be with Lili." 


  "I see. I'm a little embarrassed... Thank you!" 


  Now it's Lili's turn. 


  Just as I did, Lili lined up with five others from the neighborhood. 


  She receives a piece of paper from the priest and prays with the priest's staff. 


  Then her job appears on the paper. 


  Usually, that's all, but an angel comes down to Lili in the book I read. 


  As I thought! 


  People around are so happy and excited, but it's a nightmare for me. 


  The angel came down... and headed straight for Lili. 


  The angel put her hand in front of Lili and hugged her gently. 


  Then, after a while, the angel left. 


  Now, I pray that happiness comes to Lili… 


  Chapter 67 [Short Story] The Legend of a Hunter - Formerly Titled: Don't Go with the Hero (Yuusha), Lili - Lili Side - Part 1


  Lili's POV


  My name is Lili. I was an ordinary village girl. 


  I have a boy I love. 


  He lives nearby, and his name is Rudy. He's a beautiful boy (Shota-like). 


  He's really very beautiful and pretty, you know? 


  His skin is whiter than mine... and his eyes are so clear. 


  To be honest, I think Rudy and I have a lot in common. 


  Because I think if Rudy was born in a bigger village with more girls, he would be very popular. 


  That's why I always stay close to Rudy because other girls will take him away if I don't. 


  Even in this small village, there are some rivals, though I have the biggest advantage because of our age difference. 


  But Rudy has not been well lately. 


  After all these years of getting to know each other, becoming practically girlfriends... he always seems lonely. 


  I can't help but feel that he's there for me, but he's not. 


  Rudy is always nice to me, but for some reason, he seems lonely. 


  When I turned 12, I forced him to promise to marry me. 


  And for some reason, Rudy refused, but eventually, we got engaged. 


  I was relieved to know that Rudy was now mine. 


  We had a good time after that. 


  But for some reason, Rudy often looked more lonely than before. 


  He looks lonely even though I'm with him. 


  But I guess that's the weakness of being in love with him... I can't help but admire his fragile profile. 


  Time has passed, and both of us have turned 14. 


  Tomorrow is our coming of age ceremony, which means we become adults. 


  What I mean is the day my engagement to Rudy will turn into a marriage. 


  I can't wait, and I can't help it. 


  Because after tomorrow we can get married whenever we want. 


  I'm sure Rudy's too shy to confess. 


  So I'm going to propose! 


  I'm going to propose when Rudy gets his job, and I get mine... and I've already decided. 


  I wonder what job I'll get... The one I want most is a 'seamstress'. Because Rudy often tears his clothes. 


  And then the day of destiny arrived. 


  Rudy's job was to be a hunter. 


  "Congratulations, Rudy! You got the job that you want." 


  I knew Rudy wanted a hunter's job, so why did he look so sad? 


  "Yes, thank you..." 


  Why is he crying? 


  "Why are you not in good spirits, Rudy...? Oh, maybe you've always wanted to be a knight or an adventurer?" 


  "Well, I don't really care what job I get as long as I can be with Lili." 


  What should I do? I'm blushing... it's not like me... it's not fair not to be surprised. 


  "I see. I'm a little embarrassed... Thank you!" 


  Finally, it's my turn. 


  Just like with Rudy, I got in line with five others from the neighborhood. 


  I got a piece of paper from the priest and prayed with the priest's staff. 


  And somehow, an angel came down... straight towards me. 


  I know... this happens when someone is a Saint or a Hero (Yuusha). 


  No... Don't come... I can't be around Rudy. 


  Still, the angel puts her hand in front of me and hugs me. 


  Then, after a moment, she left. 


  I was stunned. 


  Why, why me... 


  * * *


  "This is great! A wonderful job! Lili, no, Lili-sama's job is a saint!" 


  "What? A saint?" 


  I was surrounded by priests and others in confusion. 


  Being a saint means I should be proud of it... I tried to smile, suppressing the urge to cry. 


  I went home and cried as hard as I could. 


  As I cried, I told my parents to have Rudy break off the engagement. 


  They know there is nothing I can do... 


  (Why are you a saint?) 


  I heard my father say. 


  (Dear...) 


  My parents accepted me with a sad face. 


  And for a week, I watched Rudy from afar, longingly. 


  I didn't dare to speak to him directly. 


  Then Cain the Hero (Yuusha) came for me. 


  I would have to spend the rest of my life with this man... I would have to leave my life as a woman and my feelings for Rudy behind... 


  But I was wrong. 


  This man, Cain the Hero (Yuusha), was in love with someone else. 


  "But I'm Hero (Yuusha), so I have to give up on her. However, if I defeat the Demon King quickly... if she is alone, I will propose to her!" 


  And I told him about Rudy. 


  He always listened without saying a word. 


  Then I asked Cain for a favor. 


  I kissed him in front of Rudy. 


  Rudy ran away with a tearful look on his face. 


  "Is this what you wanted?" 


  "Yes, because I want Rudy to be happy... Otherwise, he will be a stubborn single man for the rest of his life." 


  "But doesn't this make you sad?" 


  "He's very popular! If I'm not there... I'm sure he'll be happy with another girl." 


  "Well, it's hard for both of us." 


  He and I are the same... or so I thought. 


  As Rudy got closer to the breakup, he suddenly changed. 


  He didn't want to leave me at any cost. That's how he felt. 


  I'm so happy to see it... and I wish I could give him a hug... but I can't. 


  How can I not be happy that Rudy wants me so much? 


  But I'm a saint now, and the world will end if Cain and I don't fight. 


  We don't have a choice. 


  "Lili, I'll do anything... Please, don't go." 


  Thank you, that means a lot... but I just can't do it. I have to make excuses and keep my feelings in check. 


  "Hey, Rudy, what are you talking about? The world is in trouble if the Hero and I don't fight!" 


  I want to be with Rudy too... and I want to stay with him. 


  "Why don't you leave the fighting to the other Heroes (Yuusha) and the Knights? So, please live here, please, I beg you!" 


  If I could, I would too... 


  "There's no other hero, and I love Cain... I love Cain the Hero... not you." 


  In fact, I love him... But I want him to be happy... So forget about me. 


  "I don't care if you don't love me... but don't go." 


  (How can he care so much...? There's no point in me being here if he thinks I don't love him...) 


  "Oh, Rudy, I'm so disappointed in you. I don't even know why I love you anymore. Just get out of my sight." 


  Saying the opposite of what I feel is hard... so please quit... 


  "No, I'll do anything. So, please don't go." 


  I'm happy, but I can't answer that. However, I'll never forget him... So, goodbye... 


  Then Cain came along. 


  He did a bad thing, and he took the hate. 


  He cursed Rudy and beat him up. 


  This is good... this is fine... 


  "You're just a hunter... that's what you are! Don't talk to her anymore! She doesn't even want to look at you! You're just a scumbag, and I don't like your looks too." 


  Now he must really hate me. But he'll be happy and forget me. 


  "Lili... don't go..." 


  I'm sorry... I made you worry. 


  I talked it over with Cain, and we decided to leave immediately. 


  "Are you sure you're okay with that?" 


  "I can't help it... if I see Rudy's face, I won't be able to stop crying." 


  "Well... he's going to cry, too." 


  "Yes, he is." 


  "Then, as a man, I can tell you... he's crazy about you, and he'll probably wait for you till the day he dies." 


  "Really?" 


  "Then let's kill the Demon King and get back to the one we love." 


  "Yeah." 


  I wanted to be strong as soon as possible. 


  So, I pushed myself too hard. 


  I've already become so strong that I can defeat even demons. 


  But then, a rescue request arrived via the knighthood. 


  To tell the truth, I wanted to kill the noble of this castle. 


  Because the lord thought we would not come if we heard who it was, so he hid who had attacked him. 


  And the one who destroyed the town and attacked him was "Mammon the Strong-armed". He was in the castle. 


  But that we have met him, we have no choice but to fight... Maybe another job might be saved... But there is no way this demon would let a Hero (Yuusha) and a saint escape. 


  However, we were just an inexperienced Hero (Yuusha) and an inexperienced saint... So, we were outmatched. 


  Cain's holy sword was easily broken, and swordsmanship and magic were no match for him. 


  My staff was easily shattered, and I was hit so hard that my healing magic could not keep up with the attacks. 


  And then, Cain died when Mammon crushed his arm and head. 


  Now it is my turn... 


  "Woman, huh? I don't like messing with women." 


  I was stripped naked. 


  "You are a saint, but you exposed your skin to the public... So, you've lost... Run away wherever you want." 


  No way… I gave up the man I love, and Hero (Yuusha) died with me. Even if I run away and survive here, this town is over, no one will help me, and I will be raped to death by Demons. Or if I survive, I will be raped to death by thieves... Even if I escape there... I wonder what life will be like for the saint... It's over. 


  "Mammon, I want to fight you." 


  "Then die..." 


  Mammon thinks people are nothing but insects... So, he kills them brutally but does not humiliate them. 


  And in the past, there was a Princess who begged for her life, but she was killed because "he didn't want to hug an insect." 


  But now, I can keep my dignity as a woman. 


  I'm burned like a bug and stripped limb from limb... Now, my life is over... But I miss Rudy. 


  Chapter 68 Hero (Yuusha) Quit


  Zect's POV 


  At this point, I contacted Pope Romalis through the communication crystal. 


  I asked for advice on how to get the three girls out of the party since they can't fight anymore. 


  But in the end, I had no idea what to say to him. 


  "Do you want them to quit? If that's the case, Zect-dono also quitting Hero (Yuusha), right? Is that what you mean?" 


  "..." 


  "Aren't you too young to shut up? Forget it, you can quit... then goodbye." 


  My wish was granted too easily. 


  "Um, Pope... are you sure you want to do this?" 


  "Yes, I don't care... That's what you want, isn't it? Huff~ Really, Zect, you're pathetic, putting everything on your childhood friend... From now on, the position of Hero (Yuusha) is null and void... and the remaining three main jobs are also dismissed... I accepted your request..." 


  Isn't it too simple...? But what is putting everything on my childhood friend? 


  "What do you mean?" 


  "Ceres-dono and I had a conversation once... And there was more to it... Well, I'll tell you, Zect." 


  What the hell is going on? 


  * * *


  "It's simple... Let all humans fight, that's all... Let all villagers, merchants, prostitutes, nuns, and everyone drop everything they do and march towards the Demon King's castle. Those who don't join the battle and those who flee will be excommunicated and put to death. If I, the Pope, say it like that, mankind will win, all mankind vs all demons... We will win for sure. That was what Ceres-dono said before... Do you remember it?" 


  "Yes, I heard it." 


  "After that, Ceres-dono said something else, 'And there are people who can give orders without the Pope's permission,' don't you think?" 


  "But wasn't no one can do such a thing except the Pope...?" 


  "No...Hero (Yuusha) can do that... Hero (Yuusha) absolutist made the 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law', and there was a sentence in it...'Hero (Yuusha) can freely raise forces to fight against the demon tribe." 


  "That's..." 


  "Ceres-dono said with a laugh that if Zect wants to quit Hero (Yuusha), and if we don't accept it, he will order us to 'lend all the forces of the Holy Church, the Kingdom, and the Empire' and then declare war on the demon tribe 'against all mankind.' Huff~ This would bring about an all-out war legally, and since the old Pope signed the 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law' that says 'no tampering allowed', I can't tamper with it... Really, how dare you expel such an existence and let it go unchecked?" 


  ※ Like in some nations, the older the king, the greater his authority... such is the custom here in this kingdom. 


  "Ceres did such a thing..." 


  "And what do you think he said when I told him that... there would be thousands casualties...?" 


  "What would he have said?" 


  "He said one childhood friend is more important than a stranger." 


  "Such a thing from him." 


  "After that, I told him many things, but he kept hitting me where it hurts... He said that by giving up the central church, all the people in the slums would be saved... If the royal family gave up all their money, the poor would all disappear... He also says the royal family and the nobles are squeezing money out of the town while they and their family live in luxury... but people in the town are starving to death because they can't even eat... And after that, he said, 'after all, everyone is just like me, the Pope'... Still, he is right... I know people need food, but even I can't make enemies of all the royalty and nobility." 


  "Isn't that right...?" 


  "Yes... then he laughed and said, 'And, Pope is no different.'" 


  "Well, I don't know what to say..." 


  "Don't worry... from now on, you're just a Zect... and all three girls also become just village girls... You never again involved with me, royalty, or nobility... So, return to the nearest church with your holy equipment, including the holy sword... Oh, you can keep the money... And thank you for all your hard work." 


  Still, who the hell is Ceres? 


  He's been negotiating with these people without my knowledge. 


  Well, since he was a kid, he's been borrowing books from Uncle Shuuto and studying them... 


  So is he can talk to the Pope because of that? 


  However, if it was me, I couldn't do it... 


  But anyway, we're free now. 


  * * *


  Pope's POV 


  Let's go back in time. 


  "There's a problem with Ceres-dono." 


  "Don't worry about Ceres... He is good... We can just ignore it..." 


  "Archbishop... Is it good? Ceres-dono can hunt dragons. Have you thought about what that means? Simply put, 'If he gets really angry, he can storm into the castle, slay the king, and return home laughing'" 


  "Indeed, Pope, a being who can hunt multiple rock dragons single-handedly, is no longer a human being… But a miniature version of Amon. But what should we do?" 


  "We'll use a lure method...Ceres-dono's weakness is his childhood friend... And Hero (Yuusha) and the others will try to follow Ceres-dono's wishes. So if he ever says he's quitting, we'll let him quit. But in exchange, we'll make him owe, and 'Ceres-dono won't get away,' that's all we can do." 


  "Hmm, that's true." 


  "But, wait, Archbishop Roanne… Why hasn't Ceres-dono received the reward yet? Since he's been hunting dragons since then, why didn't we try to make an 'Engagement to Cecilia-sama' as a reward...? Cecilia-sama likes him too, so do it." 


  "Yes!" 


  "Originally, it would be ideal to have him challenge the Demon King together with Hero (Yuusha), but... Zect-dono and Ceres-dono... If I had to weigh them, Ceres-dono would be the better choice... Fortunately... 'Hero (Yuusha) can freely raise forces to fight against the demon tribe'... So, this is 'Hero (Yuusha) only'... Also, how to make Ceres-dono fight against the Demon King... That is an urgent matter... Until a conclusion is reached, you all are not allowed to leave here." 


  """"""""Yes"""""""" 


  The church is also on the move. 


  Chapter 69 Freedom and the Crisis That Lies Ahead


  Zect's POV 


  I arrived at a nearby church with the three girls. 


  "The Pope has spoken with me... and I ask that you return the holy equipment." 


  "I'm sorry." 


  """I'm sorry.""" 


  "It's truly appalling... the Hero (Yuusha), Saint, Sword Saint and Sage... there has never been anyone in the history of the world who has given up their glories, has there? I've heard of one or two people being injured, but... all of them? It's really sad, and now Ceres-sama is the only one in the Hero (Yuusha) party." 


  "Wait a minute! Didn't Ceres quit?" 


  "Huff~ Zect, you're just a villager now. From now on, watch your language. Please call him Ceres-sama and call me Priest too... And listen, Zect... if someone runs away from the responsibility, someone else will have to take the responsibility... Poor Ceres-sama, he has to take the responsibility because you ran away... Really, I don't want to see your face now because you run away without fulfilling the responsibility given to you by the Goddess. So, leave." 


  I couldn't say anything... and the four of us had to remain silent. 


  * * *


  "Zect-sama, please submit the name of your party." 


  "What are you talking about? I'm Zect, the leader of 'the Lights of Hope'." 


  "The 'Lights of Hope' is registered as Hero (Yuusha) party, Zect-sama and other 3 members lost that title, so Ceres-sama who has the title of 'Hero (Eiyuu)' is the temporary leader... Please ask Ceres-sama to rejoin the party if you want to join." 


  How can I ask him to 'rejoin' when I've already forced everything on him... 


  And I tried to expel him too... 


  "Zect... Are you okay with the way things are going?" said Lida. 


  "Yes, it's fine." 


  "Then, let's do so..." said Maria. 


  "I agree, let's do that," said Mel. 


  After that, we walked away. 


  Perhaps the three girls are thinking of quitting the adventure. 


  And we need to talk about the future. 


  So, I find a nearby inn. 


  "Then, what do you want to do now?" 


  "I'd like to retire from being a front-line adventurer. I'd like to go back to the Countryside and live a life of dealing with Orcs and the like," said Lida. 


  "Well, I would like to return to the village and relax before thinking about anything else," said Maria. 


  "I also want to relax for now, and I want to work in an office... Of course, I agree with going back to the village. Jimna is a peaceful place, and I hope there are jobs like that around there..." said Mel. 


  "Then, let's go back to the village for a trip and then we'll see what happens..." 


  I split all my money, 120 gold coins (12 million), into 30 pieces each. 


  Now that we have separate wallets and are no longer a part of the party, our bond is practically nonexistent. 


  The question is... 


  "I want to ask you three, what do you want to do with me?" 


  I no longer have the right to be a Hero (Yuusha). 


  Polygamy is no longer legally allowed. 


  So, I can only marry one of these three people. 


  "What do I want? Well, who among the three of us are you going to choose? Isn't it Maria? I mean, considering your original relationship," said Lida. 


  "Yes, if Zect chooses me... I'd like to start with your girlfriends, not your fiancée... Before, I didn't know what to do since we all went from getting married together to Ceres... But now that I'm free, I'd like to take my time and think about it," said Maria. 


  "It's not me, that's for sure, isn't it? Lida? Maria? Whichever you choose, I congratulate you!" said Mel. 


  Now I have no more marriages with princesses or noblemen. 


  And when I saw these girls crying, I knew we could not make the journey. 


  But I didn't want to see them die. 


  So I did this. 


  Still, I had no idea what would happen next. 


  I am no longer obligated to live as Hero (Yuusha) because I am no longer part of the three main jobs. 


  And since we will be together for at least a few years, possibly more than 10 years, I had no other choice. 


  But now that we are free, we can have a real love affair. 


  I don't know if they will choose me again... or if they will choose someone else. 


  We'll have lots of time to think about it. 


  "Well, for now, we can start all over again... and let's all go back to the village... There's plenty of time for that... unlike before." 


  """I agree.""" 


  We have plenty of time now. 


  * * *


  The door of the inn was banged on with great force. 


  A demon tribe has just entered the town and is rampaging through the streets... and I, Zect, an S-class adventurer, have received an urgent request to defeat them. 


  "How many are they? What kind?" 


  "One, humanoid... other details are unknown." 


  An urgent request must be received by A-levels or above, or there's a penalty. 


  I think the four of us can handle just that one humanoid. 


  Lida, Maria, and Mel look at me as if they heard the voice. 


  "It's urgent. Let's go!" 


  """Yes!""" 


  We accept the request, put on our equipment, and head for the demon tribe. 


  


  Chapter 70 Mammon's Attack


  Zect's POV


  "Please help me...!" 


  "Father... Motherrrrrr..." 


  "Somebody, somebody… Save my wife and daughter..." 


  The destination we headed for was complete hell. 


  The surrounding buildings had been destroyed, and many people were trapped under them. 


  Ahead of us, a man over two meters tall was rampaging beyond the dust cloud. 


  "Is that the demon tribe?" 


  "Yes." 


  Just now, I felt the man who had come to call for us cast his eyes down. 


  "The first move, win the game... Explosive Flame, Freeze... Let's goooo...." 


  Mel is a sage... normally a person can use only one magic at a time, but she can cast two at once. 


  It's a pretty powerful combination. 


  "Let's go, Lida!" 


  "Haaaaaaaa... Iron Slash (Zantetsu/斬鉄)!" 


  "And this is my special technique, Wings of Light..." 


  Lida unleashes Zantetsu, the swordsmanship that cuts through steel. 


  At the same time, I unleash Wings of Light, the Hero's (Yuusha) secret technique that combines light and holy magic. 


  But this cannot be used against many enemies. 


  However, it's a special move that can always defeat an opponent if he/she's alone. 


  But Lida looks shocked. 


  "No way... my sword's broken." 


  Lida doesn't have a magic sword now... but a sword saint doesn't choose their sword. 


  Even with a cheap sword, they could use it to its fullest potential. 


  At least one attack will not break the sword. 


  But if the sword breaks when she uses Zantetsu, it means it's harder than iron. 


  And the Wings of Light that I released is one of Hero (Yuusha)'s secrets technique. A big bird made of magic spreads its four wings and goes to slay its opponent... 


  Gggggghh... Bang! 


  However, the bird of light disappears with a loud sound. 


  No way. 


  What's out there... it's no ordinary demon tribe! 


  And now, that abnormal man emerged from the smoke. 


  Also, I know that face. 


  I looked at the man who led me here. 


  "I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, I'm sorry." 


  He looked at me and apologized like crazy. 


  This guy knew and didn't give me the information... 


  And now, he was running away. 


  I guess he thought if he gave the name, I wouldn't come... 


  After all, there's no way I don't know this guy. 


  "Are you Hero (Yuusha) Zect? My name is Mammon, the strong-armed of the Four Heavenly Kings. Let's kill each other!" 


  "AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA... M-Mammon." 


  "NOOOOOO...!" 


  It's no good! Lida and Mel both remember the time of the dragon. 


  That one horror has already broken them. 


  "Maria... cast the Holy Wall... now!" 


  "H-H-H-H-Help me!" 


  Before I knew it, Mammon was right behind Maria. 


  And Maria's hands were squeezed by him. 


  "NOOOO... Ughhhhhaaaaa... It hurts... it hurtssss..." 


  Seeing she's in trouble, I run to Mammon to save her. 


  "Kaiser... Slashhh...!" 


  No way... My sword broke. 


  "My body can't be broken by a mithril sword. It can't even be hurt by a dull one." 


  That's right, I don't have Deolf the Holy Sword... 


  "Then..." 


  "Too late!" 


  Mammon grabbed my arm and just shook it. 


  But that's all it took for my arm to get torn and my body to fly off. 


  'Pain Reduction.' 


  I used my skill to reduce the pain. 


  "Lida, Mel... Move!" 


  "It's a lie, it's a lie... NOOOOOO..." 


  It's no good... I'll never get there in time. 


  In an instant, Lida's arms were clenched, and it exploded. 


  "NOOOO... My hand...." 


  Damn... he's playing with us. 


  "Get away from me, get away from meeee...!" 


  This time, Mammon targeted Mel, but I went around Mel's side and took Mammon's punch with my spare sword. 


  A mere fist with a sword... My hand feels numb and maybe broken. 


  Still, Mammon came up to me, grabbed my face, lifted me up, and threw me down. 


  Immediately, I slammed into a stone wall. 


  No good... my back was hit so hard I couldn't even stand up. 


  Mel, too was hit so hard she couldn't move. 


  No way, not like this... I immediately drink a potion with my moving hand and stand up. 


  But there's nothing more I can do. 


  "Are you really a Hero's (Yuusha) party? It's too weak... is there someone stronger?" 


  "I am the strongest Hero (Yuusha) of all mankind... and no one can beat me." 


  I will not tell him about Ceres because he will not save us. 


  "Well... that's boring... then die." 


  "I will avenge you, Fatherrr...!" 


  A kid was throwing stones. 


  "Idiot! What are you doing? Run...!" 


  "I don't care if you're a child or not. I will kill you…." 


  "You, you... Ceres-sama will kill you." 


  "Ceres? Who is he?" 


  "He's a Hero (Eiyuu)... he can kill a dragon." 


  "Well, Hero (Yuusha)'s party is 5 people, then bring him to me... Oh, right, I'll wait for 7 days for the execution, including these guys... and I'll wait for this Ceres guy to arrive... and I'll spare your life, kid. But ask someone to bring him to me." 


  With that, Mammon pushed me away. 


  I don't have the strength to fight anymore. 


  Neither do the three girls... 


  Ceres, we can't do this... and don't come. 


  


  Chapter 71 Journey to Death


  Right now, I was summoned to the Adventurers' Guild. 


  "This is going to cause a big commotion, so we're trying to keep it quiet..." 


  After saying this, the guild official's face turns blue. 


  I have a bad feeling about this. 


  When they say something like this, it's definitely not good news for me. 


  And there are two communication crystals in front of me with a special presentation. 


  If my hunch is right, it's from the royal family and the Pope... 


  "First, let's start with this..." 


  The recording crystal projected an image. 


  No way... Zect, Lida, Maria... and Mel are all hanging from chains. 


  And none of them have complete limbs. 


  The closest I can think of is a man-dog (Hitoinu/人犬). (NB: Slum King's pet in Violence Jack manga)


  Around them are piles of corpses. 


  Not many beings can do such a thing to Zect and the others. 


  Surely, it's the Four Heavenly Kings of the Demon King's Army...? 


  "I shouldn't have to ask... but who did this?" 


  "The Four Heavenly Kings of the Demon King's Army, Mammon the Strong-Armed... So far none of the former Heroes (Yuusha) have died. After all, Mammon will wait seven days for his execution." 


  "Why...?" 


  After seeing this, I want to kill Mammon. 


  But he's said to be 'stronger than the Demon King' and 'a bug created by an evil god'... he'll just kill me if I go there. 


  In my head, I've thought of many ways to defeat this man. 


  I made preparations to defeat him... and the result was... 'impossible'. 


  If I'm going to defeat Mammon... it may sound foolish, but I need to use a large number of people and beat him with the 'logic of numbers'... that's the only way I can think of. 


  But why in the world would this guy wait for 7 days? 


  "Because you are the last one of ex-Hero (Yuusha) party to fight... He is waiting for your arrival... If Ceres-sama doesn't fight, in 7 days he will execute Hero (Yuusha) and kill everyone in the town." 


  Still, what are the people of the town doing...? They could just run away. 


  "Why aren't the people in the town running?" 


  "Because..." 


  More images appeared on the recording crystal. 


  Countless bodies of knights and soldiers were piled up, blocking the gate. 


  It was as if hundreds of corpses had been stuffed into a hole... or so it seemed. 


  Because of that, there is no way to get through here without moving the corpses. 


  No, if I think about it, a normal person would be too scared to go through here. 


  They're probably all shivering in their houses. 


  With four people in captivity, not going is not an option for me. 


  But the question is how to help them. 


  If I just go in there aimlessly, there will be more corpses. 


  But I want to save them from pain... 


  I want to help them... 


  I can't escape... 


  Now, my head is whirling... 


  * * *


  Soon, I realized there is no point in thinking for myself alone 


  There are three communication crystals... probably from the Empire, the Kingdom, and the Holy Church. 


  But first, I want to ask a favor from the Dhamar Kingdom. 


  So, I've decided to speak from Dhamar Kingdom. 


  "Ceres-dono... now that you've heard it... what are you going to do?" 


  "It's not an option, not to fight, but I need you to do me a favor." 


  "You're going to fight...? Even if that Mammon gets away, if you want... we'll fight him." 


  "The four members of Hero (Yuusha)'s party have known each other since childhood... they can't escape... but I have a favor to ask." 


  "If you're going to fight Mammon, then we as a kingdom will do our utmost to support you." 


  "Then..." 


  What I'm asking the kingdom to do is to take care of Shizuko and the others. 


  If they know I'm going to fight, they will definitely follow me. 


  After all, Mammon is simply strong. 


  He will not be able to lure them away. 


  Shizuko and the others are not a good match for him. 


  That's why I asked King Zammark to stop them. 


  "Ceres-dono, we've kept this information quiet, fortunately Ceres-dono's wives and Mariane know each other, so we'll send an appointment for them to come to the castle... how about that?" 


  It was a great help. 


  "Thank you very much I owe you a great debt of gratitude." 


  "Ceres-dono, I won't say a word... just come back alive." 


  "Yes." 


  Now I have nothing to worry about. 


  * * *


  Next... the church... 


  I know what will be said and I know what the answer will be. 


  "Ceres-dono... now that you know what's going on, the question is, what do we do about the former four?" 


  What does he mean by "former"? 


  "Pope, what do you mean by former?" 


  "I didn't think it would come to this, but a while ago Zect-dono asked me to resign as Hero (Yuusha) and I accepted his resignation... so what is Ceres-dono going to do?" 


  "What kind and how is it happening?" 


  I heard that there are two different opinions in the church. 


  In a nutshell... 


  'There is no need to send me since I am not a Hero (Yuusha) party any more.' 


  'I should be sent because of my past achievements'. 


  What surprised me more was that I had become the leader of the Hero (Yuusha) party 'Light of Hope' since Zect and the others had quit, and Shizuko and the others had become regular members of the party. 


  But I have already made up my mind. 


  "Of course, I won't run away from this duel... I just don't want to die in vain... I'm planning to find some way to take advantage of Mammon." 


  "I see... You're going to do it... I think you're a true hero (Eiyuu) just for taking the fight to Mammon... But I have some advice for you as a church... As for Mammon... all I can say is that he is strong... 'Many heroes (Eiyuu), and heroes (Yuusha) challenged him in the past but could not hurt him'... that is all I can say... he is an enemy but he is invincible, that is the best word for him. " 


  After the Pope said so, somehow I have a memory in my head of a being who hurt 'Mammon'. 


  I thought I had read a book about it somewhere... but if I could read a book about it, how could the Church not know about it? 


  "So I have a favor to ask you." 


  "You are one of the Hero (Yuusha) party, and a true hero (Eiyuu) who will challenge even Mammon... So tell me anything... and I will support you with everything the church has to offer." 


  If that's the case, I asked for a team of healers... and a personal request to the Pope. 


  After all, I can't win, no matter how much I think about it... but I still go. 


  That's a choice I have to make. 


  "I understand... I can't send them to the battlefield, but I'll send a team of healers nearby... and I understand your other request, I'll make sure it's ready." 


  * * *


  "Ceres-kun, someone has asked us a request, so we'll be leaving now." 


  "Sorry, we'll be gone for about a week." 


  "Ceres-san, we're sorry, we can't have men on the job." 


  "Ceres-chan, we'll see you later." 


  "Ah, good timing, I'm going out for a while for a request too... Have a nice trip." 


  """"We're off."""" 


  I'm sorry everyone... if I make it back alive I'll apologize to you to the death. 


  While thinking so, I saw them off... and I went on my way too. 


  


  Chapter 72 VS Mammon - Desperation


  Fortress Town Dominique. 


  That's where Mammon is. 


  And I go there on a wyvern. 


  Strangely, perhaps it's the curse of the black dragon, but the Wyvern seem to like me. 


  However, in return... the dragon's spirit flows into me, and I can't hunt it anymore. 


  Calling it a wyvern was a bit funny, so I decided to call the one that carried me "Wagyan". 


  I was thinking of calling it Gallus (ギャルス), but this one is prettier. 


  It's so cute when it gets attached to me that it makes the Wyvern seem like a dog or a cat. 


  And thanks to Wyvern, I arrived at Dominique's in less than half a day. 


  I thought a sneak attack from the sky wouldn't get Mammon's attention. 


  But no. 


  "There he is... the last of the Hero (Yuusha) party, Ceres the Hero (Eiyuu)... you looks pretty strong. And I’m Mammon." 


  This is a fight to the death. 


  Then I don't need to identify myself. 


  I quickly pull a single-shot rifle out of my bag and fire at Mammon. 


  I aimed at the eye... with a bullet that I requested from the Pope. 


  This bullet is the only silver bullet that the Pope himself has ever purified, and I'm sure it'll blind him. 


  "Oh, a 'Holy Silver Bullet'... was that your idea?" 


  Wait… Why did I think this would work on Mammon...? Who was just meditating? 


  How could this bullet be stopped by a mere eyelid? 


  "Ah, yes." 


  "You remind me of a man 800 years ago who shot at me the same way without saying his name... That was the first time someone could have blinded me... but it doesn't work twice." 


  "Ceres... run." 


  """Ceres, run away!""" 


  When I heard and saw Zect and the others, they were worse than I thought... their limbs were amputated... and Mammon dared to keep them alive with such a crude treatment. With that limb, they will probably never move again. 


  "Mammon, you're a strong man... you could have killed those people... but why did you have to go to such lengths...?" 


  "What are you talking about? Humans slaughter goblins, kill orcs and ogres... isn't it the same? I kill because I hate humans... that's all." 


  If the situation becomes like this, I have to take a chance. 


  I need an opening. 


  "Well... then I'm going to have to do it." 


  "You have something else...? Alright, I'll take it. Come on." 


  It's now or never... 


  With my right hand, I pulled the hammer from its pouch and swung it down on Mammon's horn. 


  The horns are the symbol of the demon tribe and the source of their power... so I'm going to swing it into the horns. 


  This is no ordinary hammer. 


  I have been searching for a weapon that can beat the holy sword... and I found this hammer, the 'Hammer of the Sword Striker'. 


  The hammer used to forge the holy sword should be able to do the job. 


  But, as he had been forewarned, Mammon took the hammer with the corner of his head instead of dodging it. 


  "With this, Mammon's horn will be... Huh!?" 


  "Well, 'Hammer of the Sword Strike', the way you've been fighting so far is just like that man... but it's no use... I lost my horns with the same trick, but I've trained them since then, too, so it won't work anymore." 


  And with that, Mammon walks up to me and rips my right hand off, hammer and all. 


  This, too, was calculated? 


  Fortunately, I took a lot of anaesthesia before the fight. 


  But I don't have a clue what happened from here. 


  I don't know why the last part of the fight came to my mind... 


  But there's nowhere to go from here. 


  "Ceres, it's not too late," said Zect. 


  "We're gonna die. Just run..." said Lida. 


  "Ceres, run," said Maria. 


  "Run away..." said Mel. 


  "No, I have something to say to you... not only did I marry Shizuko-san... but Haruka-san, Sayo-san and Misaki-san are all my wives!" 


  "Hey, what are you talking about, Ceres?" said Zect. 


  "My mother?" said Lida. 


  "It’s a lie!" said Maria. 


  "You must be joking!? Are you cheating on me?" said Mel. 


  "I bought Shizuko-san because she was sold as a slave... and the other three talked it over... and got divorced... which sucks for you as a friend, doesn't it? But then I made a decision." 


  "I don't know what you're talking about, Ceres," said Zect. 


  "No way, Ceres..." said Lida. 


  "What are you doing!? She's almost twice your age," said Maria. 


  "No way, my mother with Ceres," said Mel. 


  "I knew that I had to do. And because I had to become your father, I will not abandon you. Because no father would ever abandon his child." 


  Though I don't understand Uncle Sector. 


  "I'm not running away... So just shut up and watch." 


  """"Ceres"""" 


  "Now that I've said my word and you've said your words let's get this over with..." 


  I had one more trick up my sleeve. 


  It was a 'hallucinogenic drug,' and I was putting it to the wind. 


  After all, some of the female demons in this world like hallucinogenic drugs. 


  I had thought this trick will works... So, let's see it. 


  "Let's go!" 


  I ran forward, picked up the hammer with my left hand, and struck again. 


  "It won't work, it won't work, it won't work...! My body can't be cut even by mithril!" 


  I know, no matter how hard I hit him, it's impossible... but if I stop, it's the end. 


  "Haah, haah." 


  "Is it over? Then I'm coming for you..." 


  In an instant, my left hand was ripped off. 


  Now I've lost both my hands. 


  "Skywalk..." 


  I tried to escape into the air, but... 


  "Here I come!" 


  In a second, Mammon jumped up and slammed me to the ground. 


  'He's strong.' 


  I think some of my ribs were broken. 


  My legs are still intact... but I can't attack him with these. 


  Even if I kick with a mithril prosthesis, it's no use. So, I can't do it with my flesh leg. 


  It's practically over. 


  "You're strong..." 


  "Of course, I'm Mammon, after all... now die!" 


  It's over... 


  But thinking it again, it's weird that I'm still alive. 


  "Gwaaaaaaa..." 


  Are you kidding me...? Wagyan... this wyvern becomes my shield. 


  "You're a wyvern, and you're standing in my way!?" 


  "Wagyan... you protected me..." 


  Really, I can't protect my childhood friend, and I can't win. 


  But... this Wyvern died as my shield. 


  Then I won't give up until the end. 


  I'll give him at least one blow... and make Mammon regret it. 


  


  Chapter 73 VS Mammon - The New Life


  Goddess Ishtas' POV 


  Finally... 


  After 800 years of waiting... 


  A strong soul has finally appeared. 


  A being that could fight Mammon.... but as a goddess, I can't directly interfere with this world. 


  Mammon is now stronger than even the Demon King. 


  Just with pure strength. 


  Pure destructive power... But if this continues, he will eventually become a God. 


  Perhaps he will become a 'God of Destruction' and even come to the world of Gods. 


  But I put my last hope on a being called Ceres. 


  I showed him a part of Rudy's memory as a dream to help him. 


  I did not make him a Hero (Yuusha) job because he would be targeted if he became a Hero (Yuusha). 


  Probably, such a soul will never appear again. 


  So, if Ceres cannot win... then no human being can win. 


  This world may end. 


  The victory will be won by the Evil God... 


  My last hope, Ceres the 'Hero (Eiyuu)' that surpasses the 'Hero (Yuusha)' I have created over time. 


  ... is now over. 


  There is nothing I can do now. 


  But if Mammon comes to the World of the Gods, I'll make sure he'll be killed with all the power of the Goddess. 


  Even if it's against the law. 


  After all, it's the only way I can make up for my inability to protect the world. 


  * * *


  Another Goddess' POV


  "Ishtas, why do you look so desperate?" 


  "This is... the end. The end is near." 


  I looked into her world. 


  "Well... the end is near, that's for sure." 


  "I know... it's hopeless..." 


  Hmm? I don't know what Ishtas is talking about. 


  Why does she look so despairing? 


  * * *


  Main Character's POV 


  My hands are gone. 


  One of my legs is broken. 


  "I'm sorry... Ceres." 


  "AHHHHHH... Ceres is... Ceres is going to die." 


  "Ceres... your hand... AHHHHHH..." 


  "I'm sorry, I'm sorry..." 


  I can hear my childhood friend's sad voice. 


  My eyes are blurry.... but I can see Wagyan is dying nearby. 


  However, I want to deliver at least one blow... even though that won't kill him... 


  But my consciousness is fading... I can't do anything... 


  Still, at least... at least one blow... when Mammon is approaching... 


  "How could you fight this far, with only one leg left to move...? Anyway, it's over." 


  Even though he said so, I won't stop until the end. 


  I will attack him with what I can do... 


  So, with one leg, I leap into him... 


  However, with this last attack... it won't work. If this happens, I'm going to bite him. 


  "Heh~ You bite me, huh...? That's good. If that's your last attack, I'll take it... but my body can't be hurt even by mithril. So, it's useless." 


  Despite what he said, I bite Mammon... ignoring my teeth, which are shattered. 


  At the same time, Mammon hits me... and it hurts like hell. 


  I can feel my body creaking and my bones breaking. 


  Still, Mammon beats me... and everything hurts... 


  However, it's strange... why isn't my body torn apart...? 


  Mammon is just hitting me. 


  Does he want to torture me? 


  Well, it hurts like hell... but I'm still alive. 


  Smack! Smack! Smack! 


  I can feel my flesh ripping and my bones breaking. 


  But I don't die... it's hilarious. 


  And Mammon is not holding back. 


  "Huff, huff... Why aren't you dead...?" 


  "Ah, Mammon... if you're gonna kill Ceres, just kill him once." 


  "Kill us too...!" 


  "If you have no pity... then kill us all at once just like you call us insects..." 


  "We humans don't kill like that. We kill like normal people..." 


  It hurts... all my flesh is crushed, and my face is hollowed out... like an undead. 


  But I'm not dead. 


  "No, I'm trying to make this guy dead easy, but he won't die for some reason..." 


  I see Mammon's fingers. 


  I don't have any teeth anymore, but I will resist until I die. 


  I bit them with my mouth, which was supposed to be toothless. 


  All I did was suck it into my mouth... but... I don't know why I have teeth. I can bite... 


  "Ow, it hurts...! Get off me, get off me...!" 


  My teeth are growing in. 


  It's itching like it's my first tooth. 


  Still, I won't let go... 


  Now, Mammon's swinging me around to make me let it go... 


  But I won't let go. 


  I'm slammed against a nearby building by him. 


  But I won't let go... instead, I bite harder and harder. 


  "Ughhhhhh... It hurtsss... It hurtsss..." 


  Mammon feels pain for the first time. 


  Still, I bite it harder and harder. 


  Then, at the same time, Mammon hits me... 


  Tmp! Tmp! Tmp...! It's so strange... 


  It hurts, but my flesh isn't torn apart. 


  My body feels hard and strong, like rubber. 


  The hitting sound changes, and it sounds like Mammon punching a tire with his bare hand. 


  Crackle! Crackle! Crackle! 


  And gradually, Mammon's fingers that I bite are broken. 


  "Munch, munch, munch, gulp... It tastes better than I expected..." 


  "Ugghhhhh... You bastard! You ate my fingers...!" 


  I ate three fingers of Mammon's right hand. 


  Still, it's strange that I'm... still alive. 


  Moreover, the pain in my body is gone, and my face is back to normal. 


  And Mammon, who scared me so much, is... not so scary now. 


  In fact, he looks delicious. 


  "Mammon... you look delicious." 


  "Who the hell are you..!? And what's with your body...!?" 


  At the same time he said so, my lost arms sprouted. 


  It looks no different than before. 


  But I felt something completely different. 


  Simply put, it looks the same, but it's almost as if hundreds of times more muscle is packed into a tiny body. 


  "I'm just a human being?" 


  After saying that, I ran up and hit Mammon as hard as I could. 


  Mammon's body rose to the height of a small mountain. 


  I jumped up and elbowed his face. 


  Then, Mammon fell to the ground and a crater formed. 


  "How can you be a normal human being...!?" 


  "Didn't you say you wanted to fight someone stronger...? Then, don't worry about my race, and let's go." 


  I bit Mammon's neck. 


  "Stop it...! You're hurting me!" 


  Mammon's flesh was torn off so easily. 


  "Munch, munch, munch, gulp..." 


  Before I knew it, my fear of Mammon was gone. 


  


  Chapter 74 Hero (Eiyuu) Absolutism


  Pope Romalis' POV 


  I can't hide my surprise. 


  I was just watching the Ceres-dono battle on the communication crystal. 


  But it was a toothless battle, the odds were against us, and the world was coming to an end. 


  However, just when I thought it was over... Suddenly, Ceres-dono started to turn the tables. 


  But the problem is... 


  "What a monster... to grow a hand in an instant..." 


  "He's not a human... He could eat Mammon, who's stronger than Mithril..." 


  Everyone inside the central church was watching the footage, which was bad. 


  They said Ceres-dono was not human. 


  Indeed, no human could grow hands in an instant. 


  In fact, to my eyes, he looks like a monster too. 


  "Surely this is an inhuman monster. Ceres-dono, or Ceres, is not a hero (Eiyuu), but a monster." 


  I couldn't help saying that. 


  After all, I did not know if we could treat such a monster as a hero. 


  "When this battle is over..." 


  "What were you going to say? Pope Romalis!" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Pope Emeritus Rothman?" 


  "What do you mean, Ceres has turned into a monster...?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "…" 


  "I'll pretend I didn't hear what you said just now... Then, Holy Knights, kill the Archbishop and the Sisters who called Ceres-sama a monster from now on! And in the future, we will address him as 'Ceres-sama' and not 'Ceres-dono'..." said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  """"Nonsense... that's no way..."""" 


  "Holy knight! Cut them down!" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "What!?" 


  Before my eyes... The Holy Knight chopped the heads off four Sisters... 


  "Pope Emeritus, why are you doing this? For that monster!" 


  "If you insist, you too will not be forgiven," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  Really, he's crazy... 


  "Why, why did you...?" 


  "Pope Romalis... Why do you think the 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Act' was created? What is Hero (Yuusha)?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Hero (Yuusha) is supposed to be a 'Messenger of the Goddess' and is, therefore, to be respected..." 


  "No... that's just a public expression... 'Hero (Yuusha)' is the most powerful weapon of mankind that can defeat even a Demon King... 'Hero (Yuusha)' has been forgotten since no real Hero (Yuusha) was born for a while. And the 'Protection Law' is suitable only for the 'real' ones like Ceres-sama... Moreover, this strongest weapon has a 'heart'... If Hero (Yuusha)'s heart is depressed and loses, it will cause great damage to the human race... That's why the 'Protection of Hearts' law was made for the Hero (Yuusha)," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "But..." 


  "Not but! We can't even win against Mammon on a national level... we are like insects... like ants! And the ants need to give everything... power, money, women... everything... because Ceres-sama is a 'Hero (Eiyuu).' So, replace 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law' with 'Hero (Eiyuu) Protection Law'... The greatest in the world is Ceres-sama. So, Pope Romalis, you are no longer the greatest!" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  I already knew that... 


  When Ceres gets angry, he'll storm into the castle, cut down the king, and go home laughing. He's the person who can do that, don't forget that. 


  And... a law to be protected by such a being, 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law'? 


  That was useless. After all, the national government is powerless against Ceres. 


  Besides, from the beginning, no one can bind him. 


  Still, if a "monster who can defeat even the Demon King" becomes our ally, we can prevent thousands of knights from being killed. In that case, we'll be happy to give up our women, money, power... anything. 


  "The most sacred being in the world, the Supreme Being, is Ceres-sama! Don't turn away from him. Look at his majestic form and pray!" 


  "Pope Romalis... that is good," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  The real 'weapon that can defeat even the Demon King' has appeared... we have no choice but to respect him. 


  * * *


  "Pope, is he Ceres-sama...? Ah, wonderful, he is the one I deserve to serve for the rest of my life... Ahhh!" said Cecilia. 


  Hey, how can she blush at the sight of that terrifying figure? 


  "Yes, Cecilia, he is the one whom you will serve for the rest of your life," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Pope Emeritus Rothman... I hope you will join us when this battle is over." 


  "Of course, I'm planning to send a team of healers to save the town," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "If it's healing... It's my time to shine, so let's go," said Cecilia. 


  He is the 'True Hero (Eiyuu)' everyone has been looking for. 


  Now, Hero (Yuusha) Absolutism is changed to Hero (Eiyuu) Absolutism. 


  


  Chapter 75 VS Mammon - Crabs Can't be Eaten if Overcooked


  "How dare you devour my flesh...!? How dare you hurt me...!? But you are strong... and I respect you...! I may forget the name of the Demon King... but I will never forget yours..." 


  Why? Why is he telling me this? 


  "I-I see..." 


  "So, I'll use this. However, I'll lose a lot of power, and I won't be the Fourth Heavenly King anymore... but still... I really want to fight you." 


  Mammon breaks his own two horns and begins to eat them to pieces. 


  I have a bad premonition. 


  I grabbed Mammon and threw him away. 


  His body crashes, destroying more than twenty-four-story brick houses, and finally, he stops. 


  "Guha, you've done it, huh?" 


  I looked at Mammon, who had turned slightly black and tripled in size. 


  "But with this... With the demon horns that are the symbol of power! Especially my horns, which contain a large amount of magic power... by absorbing it, I can wield power many times greater than usual... Even if I do this, I won't be able to use this power again for a few decades. Still, here we go!" 


  After saying that, Mammon punched me. 


  "Ugh... Is that all you've got? Come on...!" 


  I threw back a blow. 


  "Guhaaaaaa...! What the hell are those claws?" 


  At the moment, I thought I was going to defeat Mammon... A claw grows out of my hand. 


  The claw had pierced Mammon and snapped off... but the broken claw was already regenerating. 


  "I don't know." 


  But I already know what happened to me. 


  It must be the black dragon. 


  "Oraaaaa...!" 


  "Oooooo...!" 


  My claw collides with Mammon's fist. 


  The claw pierces Mammon but breaks... and grows back. 


  Neither one of us is decisive. 


  We hit and hit, and every time we hit, the town collapsed. 


  Fortunately, the people of the town are fleeing when they see the power between Mammon and me. 


  "I don't care what happens next... But I will not stop..." 


  I focused on my mouth like the black dragon used to do. 


  "Mammon, eat this!" 


  Flames came out of my mouth and attacked Mammon. 


  "If I had been the same person a moment ago, I might have been burned by this, but it won't work on me now!" 


  Mammon emerges from the fire. 


  Even the fire that melts rocks doesn't work on him...!? 


  But I felt my instincts awakening. 


  "Don't act like a big shot from a demon tribe...! Dragonwing!" 


  Wings appeared on my back... but they were quite small. 


  Normally, I wouldn't be able to fly with such wings. 


  But contrary to the laws of physics, I can fly. 


  I move behind Mammon and thrust my claws into his back. 


  "Ugh...! What the hell are you doing...?" 


  I look around and see that more than half of the town has been destroyed. 


  People look at us with frightened eyes, and quite a few are dead in the battle. 


  "We're going to have to change places." 


  I floated up to the sky with Mammon... and took off. 


  My plan is to get to the Fire Dragon Mountains... 


  "You bastard...! How long do you plan to keep doing this...?" 


  "Who knows...? I'm just going to go where it's appropriate for you and me to end up." 


  Soon, I see the Fire Dragon Mountains... 


  "Well, you want to settle this where no one can get in the way, is that it? I'll wait for it!" 


  That's one thing, but it's not what I'm here for. 


  "..." 


  Now, I'm going to the volcano at the top of the Volcano Range. 


  "It's time to go, right?" 


  "Yeah, it's time." 


  I was sure my body could handle the heat better than a fire dragon. 


  And so, I dove into the magma with Mammon. 


  "Damn you...!? Is this your goal...!?" 


  Even though he shouting, I don't let go of Mammon. 


  The magma's temperature exceeds 1,000 degrees Celsius (1832 Fahrenheit). 


  For a moment, we're exposed to magma like a flame. 


  It's pouring in through the eyes and nose... 


  And from what I know, in the past anime, no enemy couldn't be killed by this. 


  Even humanity's most deadly weapon wore a suit of armor. 


  "Mammon, let's start overrrrr...!" 


  "You bastard...! Aaaaaa!" 


  So far, it's a battle between races. 


  Previously it was human versus demon... But now, it's dragon? vs demon. 


  Anyway, I don't care how strong Mammon is... his organs shouldn't be able to withstand the heat, right? 


  But my body is a dragon... it can probably withstand the heat all the way down to the organs. 


  And it could be seen... because Mammon's movement is getting slower. 


  Huhhh? 


  "Mammon... Hey... Wait..." 


  'Cooked crab is very tasty.' 


  I don't know why that thought popped into my head. 


  I ran over to Mammon and pulled him out of the magma. 


  He has almost no external injuries, but his face looks desperate, with no eyes and hair. 


  I try to insert a fingernail through the eye socket, but... it doesn't budge. 


  If he was alive, he should be able to move a little. 


  Well, I think magma got in through his eyes, mouth, nose, and butthole and burned and melted its internal organs... or something like that. 


  Maybe he is like a crab left with its shell after being roasted. 


  Or something like that. 


  Still, Mammon's outer skin is amazing... it's like he's alive. 


  When I scrape the magma out and look into its body through its mouth and eyes... everything inside is gone. 


  When I remove it from its eyes, it also seems to be missing its guts. 


  Then I tried to put it in a storage bag, but it easily fits into the bag. 


  He seems to be completely dead... 


  In the end, I guess I failed to eat Mammon. 


  Well... it's all over now, and it's time to go back. 


  


  Chapter 76 [Short Story] Treatment


  Saint Cecilia's POV 


  I saw his heroic figure in the communication crystal. 


  And it made me remember that I challenged the Demon King once and was defeated. 


  Hero (Yuusha) and Mage, who fought with me, were also killed easily. 


  I thought, 'I'm going to die too'... but thanks to what my master (Shisou) Shizuko and the 'Teary-eyed Ice Princess' Sayo did to the Demon King, I was able to return home with the Sword Saint, Frey... 


  From that moment on, I realized there is no such thing as cowardice in fighting. 


  After that, I had a lot of bad marriages... so I became a nun because I hated men. 


  But somehow, at my late age, the Pope came to me and asked me to marry someone. 


  And he's a boy, not even half my age. 


  I thought he was handsome and 'cute'. 


  He's a dragon slayer... and I'm sure he's great. 


  Still, I am old now... and I thought if such a boy wanted me... 


  Moreover, he's too good... he had Master Shizuko and those three as wives... 


  And before, I thought he was just an ordinary boy... 


  But really, it wasn't just that. 


  He is the real 'true Hero (Yuusha)' I wanted to fight with. 


  He dares to fear no one... an unreasonable power. 


  The 'real' Hero (Yuusha) that the Church truly desires. 


  Now, just by looking at him… My heart is soaring... My despair turns to hope... a wonderful being. 


  Maybe I'm really in love now. 


  I've met someone I really… really love from the bottom of my heart. 


  * * *


  "Healer unit, Mammon has left. Move in and save the people." 


  I saw Hero (Eiyuu) Ceres-sama spread his wings, and he took Mammon away. 


  Perhaps with his divine power, he will be victorious. 


  But more importantly, many healers are now on their way to save the people of the town at the behest of Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  As for Pope Emeritus Rothman and me... 


  We are in the tent with four pieces of trash. 


  "Well, what should we do with them? Pope Emeritus Rothman." 


  "What do we do now? If they were Hero (Yuusha) or saints, I would use elixirs to restore them back to normal..., but they're ordinary people, so I guess we just heal them and throw them out," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "No way, please help me!" said Zect. 


  "No... Please help me, please, please, please..." said Lida. 


  "My hands, my feet, please... please..." said Maria. 


  "Help," said Mel. 


  "Oh? For what reason? You've abandoned your duty. Why do you want the rights of Hero (Yuusha)? Elixir is a national treasure, a secret medicine that even the King can't use... former Hero (Yuusha)... now ordinary people!" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "No way..." said Zect. 


  "Please, I can't even lead a normal life like this," said Lida. 


  "Please..." said Maria. 


  "Please help me... please." Said Mel. 


  They're really miserable... If they were Hero (Yuusha), I would help them unconditionally... 


  "Okay, because I am indebted to Shizuko and Sayo... I would help you under some conditions. Do you agree with that?" 


  """"Please..."""" 


  "Then... build a bridge of love between Ceres-sama and me! For the sake of my future sons and daughters, even if it's only in duty, I'll think about it..." 


  "No, that's not possible... Ceres doesn't like older people... He likes my mother... Because he's always loved her like his own mother since he was a child... Ouch... It hurtsss... Stop, stop..." said Zect. 


  "Older? Heh~ You don't want your limb back, huh? What if I put your corpse in front of Ceres-sama while I cry, 'I didn't make it in time'?" 


  "I get it, I get it, so please remove your feet from Zect's hands," said Lida. 


  "I'm cheering you on. I'm cheering you on so your love can come true," said Maria. 


  "I understand... Stepmother... Is it okay to call you that?" said Mel. 


  "Yes, thank you for understanding me. And stepmother? That sounds good, and I'm happy... Then, Pope Emeritus Rothman, please give it." 


  "I have no choice... here's one Elixir. It's enough for them," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Yes, I'll give it then." 


  I put a small amount of Elixir on each of their limbs. 


  And then... 


  "Perfect heal." 


  I can't use the perfect heal perfectly. 


  But what I lack, I make up with Elixir. 


  And looks like it worked somehow. 


  "Keep your word." 


  I said, and Pope Emeritus Rothman and I walked out of the tent. 


  * * *


  "So these people are apostates?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Yes, Rothman-sama." 


  "Umm... Why were we the only ones sent here without any treatment?" 


  "Take me back to my mother's... heal my leg..." 


  "Why am I here alone?" 


  "Why can't we get treatment?" 


  "Can't you understand that? It's because you treated Ceres-sama like a monster... I will check each of you to see what you think of Ceres-sama," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Such things as growing hands in an instant and eating demon... isn't he a monster?" 


  "It's obvious he's not human..." 


  "Is that so? Thank you for your valuable opinion... cut these two down!" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Yes." 


  At the order of Rothman-sama, the two apostates were instantly cut down. 


  Well, it's natural. 


  "Think about it... Ceres-sama, who fought to the death to save your lives, is he a monster? Well, those who say that must be the 'people on the side of the demons'... But thanks to whom are you alive today? If Ceres-sama had not come, you would have died... And if you call Ceres-sama, who saved you, a monster... I will send you to the 'world that you did not live...' that is the world of death... Now, based on that, what kind of person is Ceres-sama?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  Well said, Rothman-sama, well said. 


  "Ceres-sama is a savior, and from now on, I will pray for him every day in front of the Goddess with words of thanksgiving." 


  "I see you have changed your mind... please, someone bring him back to the tent to be healed... so that he will not forget his feelings... now if others have also changed their minds, please, come this way," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  This is good... no need to make sacrifices if everyone respects Ceres-sama as a 'hero (Eiyuu)'. 


  And I am glad that most of the people have changed their minds... 


  After all, it is hard to kill people, albeit for the sake of Ceres-sama. 


  Now that I have been relieved, I put away my staff. 


  


  Chapter 77 The Sixth Great Dragon Lord and Frey


  Main Character's POV 


  Mammon is dead, and all this is over. 


  But I'm not human anymore. 


  I may look human, but this body is a dragon. 


  And perhaps as powerful as a dragon's royalty. 


  I realized this body's power when I fought Mammon and swam through the magma. 


  'Dragonization...!' 


  At that moment, I turned into a huge yellowish-golden dragon. 


  I thought I was a black dragon. 


  Because of the Black Dragon, but it is not black, but yellow? 


  And according to my memory of my previous life, gold and white dragons are albinos and weak. 


  That's why I'm a little smaller than the Black Dragon. 


  But still, I understand. 


  I probably won't be able to beat the Black Dragon, but in my current state, I can kill Mammon instantly. 


  After all, if Mammon is stronger than the Demon King, as the Black Dragon said, perhaps even I can go to the Demon King's castle and kill him alone. 


  Perhaps it is the dragon that rules this world. 


  And right now, I can only be defeated unless a member of the Dragon Lord. 


  But why doesn't anyone know that real dragons exist? 


  This Bauer, the dragon of the underworld... The King of the Great Dragon. 


  I can assure... no one else can defeat him... 


  In fact... when he comes around... there's no way I can beat him. 


  'Humanization.' 


  Now, I look like a human being. 


  But even in this state, I'm still a dragon, not a human. 


  I can hold a woman, but I can't have children. 


  More importantly, will humans accept me after the way I fought? 


  After all, I fought Mammon like a monster. 


  Maybe the humans won't accept me anymore. 


  Besides... When I thought Mammon of the demon tribe looked 'delicious,' I couldn't help drooling. 


  Well, maybe dragons are such carnivorous creatures that they even feed on demons. 


  Still, I wonder if everyone will accept me now that I am no longer a human being... 


  'Dragon Wing' 


  I flapped my wings and returned to the town. 


  * * *


  Bauer's POV 


  "It's hilarious... how is it possible... that a sixth great dragon lord has been born?" 


  There is a difference between an ordinary dragon and a dragon lord. 


  For the note, in this world, the stronger a creature is, the fewer children they give birth to. 


  And it applied to the dragon of dragons, the Dragon Lord. So, they can't have children. 


  Even though they can increase their number by giving their own liver, they can only do so once, with the liver they were born with... And even if a creature eats the liver, they usually become a 'half-breed', an unintelligent monster different from dragons and their original species. 


  So, the probability of successfully becoming a dragon lord is infinitesimally low. 


  As proof of this, among the five great dragon lords, the four who gave their liver to others were just horrible creatures that did not even look like dragons. 


  In other words, the chance for a dragon lord to be born is limited to one more time. That chance is quite small considering the previous possibilities. 


  Only a being that has eaten the liver of a black dragon has a small chance... perhaps the last dragon lord. 


  At present, there are black, white, gold, red, and blue dragons. 


  The sixth dragon lord... what color will he be? 


  More importantly... 


  "Black Dragon... to whom did you give your liver?" 


  "The one I went to see at Bauer-sama's request... I gave it to Ceres... Well, I accidentally killed him when we fought, but if we played by the rules, he would have won... so I gave him the liver to compensate for it... well, he's dead, though." 


  "He's not dead... he could have been the last Dragon Lord." 


  "It's been thousands of years since we've had a new Dragon Lord... The sixth and final Dragon Lord." 


  A person who eats Ceres' liver can also become a dragon lord... but since only one person, Ceres, has become a new dragon lord thanks to the livers among the five great dragon lords, the probability is low... Moreover, the liver of a being that is not a dragon but a dragon lord from another race is probably mixed with human blood... and even if it is eaten, likely, it will not become a dragon lord. 


  "Then... go and find out what you can about this new Dragon Lord." 


  "Me again? Why not the other one? 


  "You're the right man for the job since you know his face... and when you meet him, you'll have to give him a thorough briefing on the Dragon's Code." 


  "But Bauer-sama... I'm not the right person for this... you should know that, don't you?" 


  Well, this guy's brain was definitely full of muscle. 


  "Okay... take the blue dragon with you." 


  "I understand... even a dragon lord..." 


  "This whole thing is because of you..." 


  "Ahh... I'm sorry... I'll be right there." 


  "Make sure you know the colors, especially the color that rules." 


  "I understand." 


  The sixth dragon lord, huh... I do not know why he was born just now. 


  * * *


  Galvin Empire King's POV 


  At Galvin's Empire 


  "Is this true?" 


  "Yes, my king..." 


  I had heard that Ceres-dono was a powerful man... but I had no idea he was this strong. 


  Until now, I've been curious about him since he has 'Misaki the Black Mad Knight' and 'Haruka the Smiling Ripper' as his wives. 


  Besides, the empire favors the 'strong man' and does not look at titles such as Hero (Yuusha). 


  We judge only by actual feats of valor. 


  Even a Hero (Yuusha) is just a young man until he becomes strong. 


  But this Ceres is the one I've been paying attention to. 


  He hunts dragon species... and stoically improves himself. 


  He's a very impressive man... 


  If I look closely... he's married to those four vicious women. 


  He's not a man to be messed with. 


  But if he's good with those four, he's good with the older ones. 


  If he's with the older one, I'll get him to marry my daughter one of these days... but I never thought he'd beat Mammon... 


  "Someone call Frey." 


  "Yes." 


  After a while... 


  "Father, what can I do for you? Another marriage proposal? I may have lost to the Demon King, but I still think I'm strong. So, the condition of marriage is a stronger man than me. I won't change it." 


  But she is already 28 years old. 


  I can't deny that she's a bit behind the times... 


  And maybe because of her character and reckless conditions, she no longer receives marriage proposals. 


  Well, no one can beat a former sword saint. 


  "Ah, he meets your requirements. It's the hero (Eiyuu) Ceres-dono I'd like to introduce you to..." 


  "The hero (Eiyuu)? If I'm not mistaken, he holds the title of Dragon Slayer... That's good. I'll be his wife if he wins a match against me." 


  "There's no need for that... Ceres-dono's four wives are Haruka and her friends..." 


  "Ah, Master's (Shishou) partner, huh...? but I don't know if he's strong enough..." 


  "Then look at this..." 


  "Fighting Mammon on equal terms..." 


  "He's much stronger than you, even if you don't fight." 


  "I see... then, I have no objection... so proceed." 


  Now... let's negotiate Frey's marriage and the next emperor's throne... 


  


  Chapter 78 The Hero (Eiyuu) Escapes


  It was an easy short flight to the town. 


  And looks like Zect and the others got their limbs restored. 


  Good, good. 


  Now, I put my wings back on and landed on the ground. 


  "Umm~ Stepfather, I'd like to party with you again..." said Zect. 


  "Should I call you 'stepdad' too? Hey, let's travel together," said Lida. 


  "Hey, should I call you Papa...? Help me," said Maria. 


  "Umm, stepfather," said Mel. 


  It feels weird. 


  I thought Zect and the others would be more damaged. But isn't this more damaging to me? 


  "Somehow, it creeps me out. Then, what's the matter?" 


  "You see... Stepfather," said Zect. 


  "Zect, It's kinda creepy. Just call me Ceres." 


  "Ceres, I want to introduce you to someone," said Zect. 


  Who's this person he wants to introduce me to? 


  "Ceres-sama, nice to meet you. My name is Cecilia! I used to be a Saint," said Cecilia. 


  "I know who you are. You're a famous person..." 


  She's famous as a beautiful woman who's said to resemble the Goddess Ishtas-sama, and she used to be a saint, so there's no way I don't know about her. 


  "Then, it would be quick. How about you make me your fifth wife?" said Cecilia. 


  How about it? I don't know anything about her. 


  "Cecilia-sama, I don't know anything about you, and I've had four wives already..." 


  "That's all right then, my Master, Shizuko, is one of your wives, who used to be like a big sister to me... and I'm good friends with the other three, so I think I'm the right person for you." 


  I don't know what to do, but I remember hearing from Shizuko and the others that they are good friends. 


  "Cecilia, wouldn't Ceres-sama be annoyed if you are in such a hurry to talk?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  Now Pope Emeritus Rothman interrupted... 


  "But..." 


  "I understand your feelings, but it's necessary to think about these things slowly... More importantly, Ceres-sama, what happened to Mammon, by the way?" said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  I took Mammon out of the bag and showed it to him. 


  "Well, it's perfectly dead... I see you didn't chase Mammon away, but you defeated it," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  "Ahhh... It's amazing. You're the only one I've ever wanted to serve for the rest of my life, Ceres-sama," said Cecilia. 


  "Ceres-sama, please accept this. This is the certificate of the Kohane castle and surrounding lands as promised... I'm sorry I can't give you a title... but from now on, Cecilia will serve you as your wife for the rest of her life," said Pope Romalis. 


  Why is Pope Romalis even here... two of the most important men in the church here... it's strange. 


  "I would like to clarify that the title no longer matters to Ceres-sama, who is a 'True Hero (Eiyuu)' and therefore, you are above me and Pope Romalis there... who should not be given a title at all... That's why I'm not giving it to you... because there is no one better than you in the world," said Pope Emeritus Rothman. 


  Even though it was better than being hated... this was very troublesome. 


  "Why did you say that out of the blue?" 


  "Now, as Pope Emeritus Rothman said, 'Ceres-sama' is the greatest in this world except for the Goddess, not out of the blue, but I made a promise before, including the case of Cecilia-sama, and I am fulfilling that promise now," said Pope Romali. 


  As he said this, a picture appeared in the recording crystal. 


  'I will give you Kohane castle and the surrounding lands as a fief and a title as you wish... and depending on your success, I will consider your betrothal to the former Saint Cecilia.'


  Ah no... the crystal record of that time... there was a copy. 


  "I understand... I humbly accept your reward... but could you please allow me to marry Cecilia-sama only if my wives accept...?" 


  "I don't mind... My Master, Shizuko and Sayo-san are good friends of mine, and I don't think they would object," said Cecilia. 


  "I see... I understand." 


  Well, Cecilia-sama is indeed very beautiful. 


  She has long blonde hair and a slender body. She has been called one of the three most beautiful women in the past. If it were only for her looks, she would be a perfect match... but even if she were a beautiful woman, it would be difficult for me to marry a woman I know nothing about... 


  "Well then, let's get started..." 


  Cecilia-sama then took out a communication crystal. 


  Inside the crystal was... no way... a reflection of Shizuko and the others. 


  "Ceres-kun~, you have lied to us... King Zamark told us..." said Shizuko. 


  "Ceres, what will you do if you die? Did you plan to make me a widow? I'll give you a sermon when you get back," said Haruka. 


  "Ceres-san~, for once, I agree with Haruka," said Sayo. 


  "Ceres-chan, why are you doing this?" said Misaki. 


  Ahh... Shizuko and the others are scary at times like this. 


  "I'm sorry." 


  "Please forgive Ceres-sama, all four of you... Your children were taken hostage by Mammon, and he had no choice... if you're going to blame him, blame Zect and the others," said Cecilia. 


  """"Cecilia?"""" 


  "It's been a long time, everyone." 


  "Hey, Cecilia... So what happened to Mammon? Ceres-kun isn't hurt. Did you heal him?" 


  "I healed your son and daughter... If it Ceres-sama, he was victorious against Mammon without a scratch." 


  """"Against Mammon? Really?"""" 


  "Yes, he showed me his body... and one of the rewards is my marriage... if Master and others approve, Ceres-sama said so." 


  "I see... so Cecilia is making her own decision, not that of the church, is that correct?" 


  "Yes." 


  "Then Ceres-kun, you can marry her, but I want you to marry not only Cecilia but also Princess Mariane and Princess Frey together." 


  "Ah, Master Shizuko... What does that mean?" 


  "Oh, it's simple. If we take only Cecilia, it's what the church wants, isn't it? But if we take all three of them together, it will be the same as it is now... which means that we won't be influenced by any country, right? We all talked about it and decided... Though, it's up to Ceres-kun now... but I'm not against it..." 


  "Ceres-sama..." 


  This situation is not good... ah yes... let's postpone it... 


  "It's a matter for the three kingdoms... so, we'll discuss it and decide... until next time... Dragon Winggg...!" 


  Even with the Pope and the retired Pope, it won't matter as long as I'm the greatest of them all. 


  Really... I need to get out of here. 


  


  Chapter 79 No, There's Something More... but It's not Possible


  "Kazuma-niisan." 


  "Yes, this is Kazuma-niisan." 


  I don't know why he's different from usual... he doesn't seem to be the gentle big brother I used to love so much. 


  "Um... Nii-san." 


  "Ah, I know... you're in trouble, and I owe you... but... sorry, there's nothing I can do." 


  On the table, there was a lot of food and drink. 


  When I heard that Kazuma-niisan had opened a restaurant in the capital, I came to him. 


  To tell the truth, I'm afraid of my wives right now. 


  That's why I asked Kazuma-niisan to help me... and here we are... 


  Even though I know, it's a bad idea... 


  "Kazuma-niisan." 


  "Well, I guess I'll have to teach you a special move that will save your life..." 


  Kazuma-niisan spread his arms out and plopped down on the floor... this is a prostration. 


  "Kazuma-niisan..." 


  "This is the ultimate weapon: prostrate yourself on the ground! Now, no matter what they do to you, don't move... and the storm will pass." 


  He said it with a thumbs up on his handsome face... 


  I looked at Mary-san, who is now Kazuma's wife. 


  "Ah, umm..." 


  "I think Ceres-san should stay there and cry... and Kazuma should console you... for the next five hours or so." 


  I don't know what Mary-san is talking about. 


  "Umm, Mary-san?" 


  "The hero (Eiyuu), Ceres, who defeated Mammon, is here! If you order two meals and a drink now, we'll bring you to the nearest table..." 


  Mary-san started to call out. 


  And soon, people start to gather and come in. It's unbelievable. 


  The seats are full, and it's hard to get out of the restaurant. 


  "Our sales have been slow for a while now, and if you stay here for a while, I'll lend you Kazuma." 


  "I see..." 


  Still... all she can do is cook... but she is a first-rate cook... so she can entertain more than 30 guests and cook for them all by herself. 


  Speaking of cooking... 


  "Better than Kazuma-niisan's?" 


  "Hahaha, yes, it's like 'a frog in the well knows nothing of the sea,' I'm the owner of this restaurant, but I'm trained under Mary," said Kazuma. 


  Really, this man is still amazing... he is the man that my brother and I truly admire. 


  "Kazuma-niisan is amazing." 


  "No, I'm not... I'm just doing the best I can. Even Mary is an ordinary cook in the capital." 


  "Still, it's great that you're trying." 


  "But I can't beat you... you're the hero (Eiyuu) who beat even Mammon." 


  "Kazuma-niisan..." 


  "More importantly... Can you write on this sign...?" 


  Kazuma-niisan said while pointing at a big wooden board that Maria-san had brought. 


  What the... 


  "Is there something on that board?" 


  "Write it down, please! Right here! 'Hero Ceres Purveyor'... and in return, you get free food and drink every time you visit." 


  "Kazuma-niisan... you're supposed to be a food taster..." 


  "I've given up on that..." 


  "Okay, I'll write it down." 


  Please, stop prostrating... I understand that Kazuma-niisan did this to teach me the importance of apologies... still... 


  Kazuma-niisan... thank you. 


  "We did it! Mary, this will help the restaurant... And, do you have any of the stuff you used when you took down Mammon... to put on display..." 


  Mammon itself is a problem, and the hammer is a bad idea... 


  I guess this will do... 


  "Kazuma-niisan... Here it is." 


  "What's this?" 


  "This is the equipment I wore when I killed Mammon... but I don't spend much money on equipment, so it's cheap..." 


  "Thank you... Mary, go and buy a case for this and put it on display... and I'll change the restaurant's name to 'Ceres Restaurant' and write 'Hero's Tavern' at the bottom." 


  "Yes... That's good. With this, we can survive in the capital..." 


  When I saw them like that, I had no choice but to apologize... and to be honest, it's scarier than fighting Mammon... 


  So, let's go home... 


  "Well then, Kazuma-niisan... I'm going..." 


  "Good luck." 


  With that, I left Kazuma's restaurant. 


  * * *


  "I'm so sorry." 


  I prostrated myself as soon as I got back home. 


  "You see, Ceres-kun, I'm not mad at you," said Shizuko.


  "Ceres, you don't have to prostrate yourself suddenly," said Haruka.


  "That's right, Ceres-san," said Sayo.


  "Ceres-chan, I'm really not angry," said Misaki.


  Although they were saying that, they had very complicated expressions on their faces. 


  And when I slowly looked up from my prostrate position... 


  "Ceres-dono, you have done a great deed! This Zammark has rushed to congratulate you from the bottom of my heart." 


  King Zammarck appeared... 


  Thank God King Zammark was here... or else I wouldn't have made it. 


  "It's a great honor for the King to be here." 


  "What are you talking about... Pope Emeritus and Pope have announced to the whole world that Ceres-sama is the greatest man in the world. I wanted to give you a title, too, but the title 'Hero (Eiyuu)' and the position I gave you are limited to Ceres-sama's lifetime. Still, I have brought some treasures and Mariane, whom I promised you..." 


  What on earth is this? I didn't hear anything. 


  "Um, Shizuko-san... This is...?" 


  "Heheheh, after I communicated with Ceres-kun before... an announcement was made immediately... as usual, the Pope and the Pope Emeritus ordered the Church to move quickly... and even the Emperor is on his way here...?" 


  From the side, Haruka-neesan added.


  "They also gave you the Kohane castle and the surrounding lands, Ceres... it's a lot bigger than you thought it would be... Amazingly, you also became a Lord with the right to rule in Kohane and have your taxes collected by the deputies."


  "Really?" 


  "That's true! Ceres-san, the church sent this out to the whole world," said Sayo.


  "In addition, Ceres-chan... the King there has announced your betrothal to Mariane-chan and taken Cecilia as your concubine," said Misaki.


  What's that? 


  "Taking advantage of that, the Galvin emperor, Sizer, chose Ceres to marry Frey... At first, he even talked about the next emperor... but he withdrew it because the church announced 'Ceres-sama is the greatest in this world'..." 


  "Shizuko-san, I was going to talk about that." 


  "Ceres-kun... you have to give up, okay? But if you don't want it, you have to give up everything and become a recluse." 


  "Like Shizuko said, once you get a name like 'Smiling Ripper', you will have a hard time..." 


  "And even you quit being adventurers and disappeared, people still remember you... So, you might as well give up..." 


  Saying this, Sayo-san glared at the King and Princess Mariane. 


  King Zammark looked uncomfortable. 


  "Well, now that I've done what I have to do. Mariane, please be happy." 


  "Yes, Father..." 


  "Then, Ceres-sama, if you'll excuse me..." 


  "Wait." 


  He pretended not to hear my words and ran away. 


  "Ceres-sama, I look forward to serving you for a long time." 


  He ran, leaving Mariane behind. 


  "Umm... Nee-san!" 


  "Don't worry, don't worry, Mariane, Cecilia and Frey all know each other. They won't mind it... so you'd better get over it." 


  "I see... I guess I have no choice now..." 


  "Also, the emperor and the Pope will be here tomorrow..." 


  Really... Is there nothing else to do but to be given up? 


  No, there's something more... But it's not possible. 


  I wish I didn't fight Mammon back then... 


  


  Chapter 80 The Power of the Yellow Dragon


  It's very tiring. 


  It's not my imagination that I feel like I'm being strangled by everything I've done. 


  And right now, I want to relax. So when Shizuko and the others wanted to discuss something, I refused and went for a walk... But... 


  No way... Why there's a fearsome enemy like Mammon approaching... I need to go out of town. 


  'Dragon Wing.' 


  I think this person wants me... so I take to the skies and flee to the nearby forest. 


  If it's here, the town won't be harmed. 


  "It's been a long time!" 


  In front of me... the Black Dragon, who killed me, and another man were standing there. 


  The Black Dragon alone frightens me, but I feel the same energy from the smaller man standing next to him. 


  If I'm afraid of them... even though I'm stronger now... their strength must be stronger than I am now. 


  But not only that, for some reason, I feel closer to them. 


  "Black Dragon? And the other one...?" 


  "The one beside me is Blue Dragon, a Dragon Lord like me... Well, you seem a bit confused... But let's be clear, you are now a Dragon Lord like us." 


  Somehow I knew what he meant. 


  Therefore, I'm surprised but not shocked. 


  But the question is... 


  "What's going to happen to me now...? Am I going to be killed or taken somewhere?" 


  "No... you'll live freely for hundreds or thousands of years, and when you get tired of it, you can come to our country, Dragon Country, Dragonium." 


  "Dragon country? Where is that?" 


  "You can't get there the normal way... but you can if you have the Dragon Instinct... and one day you'll understand... we came here to find out what kind of Dragon Lord you've become." 


  "What kind of Dragon Lord?" 


  "Dragon royalty, and Dragon Lord... well, even a god... but a dragon is immortal... so we can't have a successor... and we'll be Dragon Lords forever... Hahahaha... But even the same Dragon Lord has different powers depending on color." 


  It's true that if I can't die, I don't need an heir... But different colors have different powers? 


  "So what am I supposed to do?" 


  "It's simple. Just transform yourself into a dragon in front of us." 


  Well, there's nothing to worry about... 


  "Then... 'Dragonization'" 


  Now, I'm in dragon form. 


  "Is this okay?" 


  Why did the Black Dragon's eyes change to pity? 


  And it's not my imagination that he looks like he's about to cry. 


  "Yellow dragon, huh...? Poor you... Your life... or rather your dragon life... will be nothing but boring after this..." 


  "Yeah, a yellow dragon is so boring... I feel sorry for you." 


  "What's wrong? Is the yellow dragon unpopular?" 


  "No... The yellow dragon is too blessed with everything... but since you were born from me... your power to grant a blessing is sealed... It's too bad... your blessing can cause people to rot... still your power is intact... and there's nothing you can do about it... No god or goddess or even Bauer-sama can touch you... and certainly not us." 


  "You've got to be kidding." 


  "Dragon Destroying Flame Fang..." 


  A great tornado of fire appeared... so great that no one could defend against it... a force that could truly destroy a country is upon me... 


  "Black Dragon, are you trying to kill me after all...?" 


  "No. Black Dragon can't kill you... See?" 


  Before it could hit me, another tornado appeared and cancelled it out. 


  "No way... What just happened?" 


  "The dragon who has all the luck on his side and is loved by all beings... that's the yellow dragon... and as you can see now... a natural phenomenon cancelled out the blow I fired with the intent to kill.., So, you will spend a great many boring hours of your long life... in the dark. Well, good luck with that." 


  "Black dragon... You forgot about the 'Dragon Code'... Well, I'll explain it to him... There are three codes: 'No matter what, dragons must never fight each other,' 'Never do anything that could destroy the world,' and 'Be kind to all dragons.' Well, usually, we don't do that, do we?" 


  After a few moments, the two left, looking at me with pity until the end. 


  * * *


  I don't understand what Black Dragon and Blue Dragon said. 


  But I was curious about the meaning of 'all the luck on my side,' so I went to the casino. 


  If luck is really on my side, then roulette is a good test. 


  The odds are 1/36 of a winning hand. 


  And I bet on 0 consecutively with a single gold coin. 


  "Are you kidding me? One number betting?" 


  "Well..." 


  "Anyway, you must have some heroic luck... and it's zero?" 


  Now, my one gold coin has become 36 gold coins. 


  "I bet it all on 0 again." 


  "Really? It shouldn't happen twice, you know..." 


  The casino dealer spun the roulette wheel, clearly upset. 


  "Huh? ...Zero again." 


  Surely he would have changed his face... because 1296 gold coins (129,600,000,000) were taken away from him in just two games. 


  I guess I'm really lucky. 


  And here I was thinking I was going to stop... 


  "Ceres-sama, are you running away with the win? Would you like to play with me?" 


  The dealer changed... 


  Although she's not my type... she's quite a pretty girl. 


  Just too young... maybe a teenager... 


  "Can I play? I'm only going to bet one number, 1,296 gold coins, with zero, of course... is that all right with you?" 


  "I don't mind... that's fine." 


  (You idiot, this table is full of tricks... and this is his end.) 


  "Okay... if that's what you want, I'll play." 


  Now, I bet 1296 gold coins on zero again. 


  "Well then." 


  The roulette starts to spin, and after a while... 


  "Ah." 


  The roulette stopped and hit zero again. At the same time, the dealer woman makes a stupid face. 


  "No way... this can't be... this can't be..." 


  46,656 gold coins. 


  "As a rule, this is the end, isn't it?" 


  "Wait, this isn't the end. One more game, please!" 


  "Well, I'm willing to accept the same condition, but can you afford 167,969,616 gold coins? ...That kind of money will cost more than the casino..." 


  "That's..." 


  "Shouldn't you ask the owner?" 


  * * *


  "Wow... the hero has luck on his side... even with unlimited rates, the way he wins..." 


  "But first, can you afford 46656 gold coins? If the casino loses this game, 1679616 gold coins... even the nobility and royalty can't pay that kind of money." 


  * * *


  The dealer woman's POV 


  "Owner..." 


  "Hey... don't be stupid, there are not even 46,656 gold coins in this casino. Did you use the device?" 


  "I did, but it's not working... what should I do?" 


  "What should you do? We're dealing with Ceres-sama. Now he's more noble than the Pope, and... our guards are useless...! Bo, all the nobles behind us are useless... what will we do?" 


  "This is absolutely impossible... it's a trick!" 


  "But it's not a trick if we can't see it, and if we do, people will know we're cheating..." 


  "Then what are we going to do?" 


  "It can't be helped..." 


  "Huh...?" 


  I suddenly felt a pain in the back of my head. 


  And my consciousness just gave out. 


  "Hey, call a slave trader right now... and bring me 1,296 gold coins from the vault right away!" 


  * * *


  Main Character's POV 


  "Ceres-sama... my apologies... my name is Gordon, owner of the casino." 


  "Yeah, so this casino has a limit, right? And I can't go any further?" 


  "Yes... it's impossible... and this is something this girl did on her own... please..." 


  The dealer woman from earlier is gagged and rolled over, her hands and feet bound. 


  "What happened?" 


  "Would you like to accept this first?" 


  "What's inside?" 


  "This is the 1,296 gold coins..." 


  "Wait! My current winnings are 46,656 gold coins." 


  "I understand you don't agree with this, but we normally play for more than 1,000 gold coins only after consulting with the owner." 


  "Isn't that your fault?" 


  "No, it is her fault... so she will pay you for your previous winnings... and this woman who took advantage of you... reduced herself to a slave... and has filed the paperwork. Please accept this, and if you wish to have your slavery stamp engraved on her, please do so, as I have already paid the slaver trader in the capital." 


  "Hey..." 


  "If you still don't forgive me, I'll pay you the money, but this woman... I'll have to dispose of her myself." 


  "That's pretty funny, isn't it? To me, it's like cutting off a lizard's tail." 


  "This is the law." 


  "The law...? That's easy. I'm a 'Hero (Eiyuu)', and I'm equal to Hero (Yuusha)... so the 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law' applies... and I don't have to obey such a law, right? Or shall I call Pope Romalis? Or should I call King Zammark IV tomorrow and let him decide the right thing to do?" 


  "B-But, you see, neither this casino nor I have the power to pay you." 


  "Well... in that case, since you can't afford it, I'll take the casino." 


  "That's..." 


  "Maybe it's not enough, but that's fine. I can get the guard over there if you want. That's much easier..." 


  "Okay... you can have the casino." 


  Really... if he hadn't said something so stupid... he wouldn't have gone through all this trouble... 


  Well, it wouldn't matter... after all, there's no way I'm taking it. 


  "Still, it's not right to take it away from you, so I'll give it back... and you can give me half of the casino's profits in exchange." 


  "Is it okay with you?" 


  "Oh, yeah." 


  Anyway, I'm just trying out my luck... 


  


  Chapter 81 Is It Really Luck?


  Is 'luck' really on my side? 


  'I am Ceres-sama's slave, and I will serve you for the rest of my life.'


  But why the dealer's sister is becoming a stalker? 


  Of course, I went to the slave trader and canceled her papers, but she kept following me. 


  The casino's owner, too, was pissed off at the time when I tried to take the casino... but after thinking about it, I thought 'a gamble I can't lose is terrible', so I tried to give the owner back his right... but he said. 


  'What do you mean by this? I want the hero's backing so badly that I'm glad you to have it... now I'm not afraid of the nobles.' 


  He stubbornly refused to accept the return of his right. 


  After all, I thought there was no way to get 50% of the money, however... 


  'On the contrary, 50% is cheap... How much have we ripped someone off so far in the Casino...?' 


  No way... 


  What's luck in this? 


  Well, I won the bet. 


  I've got a regular income and a beautiful dealer, but why my will is not considered in it... 


  To others may be happy, but to me, it's not a good ending. 


  'Dragon Wing.' 


  Anyway, I had to get out of there. 


  * * *


  Now, when I'm back at home... 


  "So, Mother, we need Ceres!" said Zect. 


  "Heheheh, right now, Mother is so happy... and we're just newlyweds, you know? But you, my son, are you going to ruin that happiness? Isn't that kind of disrespectful?" said Shizuko. 


  "Mom, please give Ceres back to us!" said Lida. 


  Slap! 


  "Don't talk about Ceres like he's a thing! After all, you've banished him. He's no longer your concern. And I don't have anything to do with Lida anymore... we're on our own... we have a good life here... don't interfere with us...!" said Haruka. 


  "Mom, you're hurting me! You don't have to slap me!" said Lida. 


  "Don't bother me!" said Haruka. 


  "Mama, please give back Ceres!" said Maria. 


  "Ara, ara... Maria, Ceres-chan is your mother's husband now. What do you mean "give him back"? You have no right to say such a thing... Mom is happy now... and if you interfere, even I won't forgive you, Maria... Don't think that even the bond between parents and children can save you..." said Misaki. 


  "No way," said Maria. 


  "Mother..." said Mel. 


  "Mel... you're pathetic. After what you did to Ceres-san, who's been a good friend to you for so long? And you didn't choose Ceres-san! So, what's the point of coming here?" said Sayo. 


  "...Mother... please help me..." said Mel. 


  Somehow, Zect-dono and the others have come over and are struggling with each other. 


  "Zect-dono, what are you talking about, isn't it funny? You are not Hero (Yuusha) anymore! Why should Ceres-sama accompany you? Ceres-sama is already higher than the king... and I'm still a Princess... Why don't you just a commoner kneel to me... That's disrespectful!" said Princess Mariane. 


  Oh, no, things are getting rough. 


  Zect and the others kneeled down in frustration. 


  "So, in the name of the first princess of the Dhamar Kingdom, why is a commoner going around with my fiancée? The Pope and the King will be here tomorrow... And Zect, you are no longer in charge of defeating the Demon King... You should be free to live as an adventurer... You don't need Ceres-sama..." said Princess Mariane. 


  "No, we need him... please give him back to us." 


  """Please give him back.""" 


  "Heh~ Look, 'Commoner', Ceres-sama will likely marry me and become a royal consort in the future... and there's a good chance that the Empire will do the same, and since the Pope has no children in the Holy Church, he'll take a former saint as his wife, too... Well, you know... Besides that, Ceres-sama is already 'the greatest in the world' and has been officially announced... Okay? You may not understand this, but this is because Ceres-sama will take important people from each country and unite the three countries, and that's what we're thinking of in the future," said Princess Mariane. 


  "No way..." 


  """Then~""" 


  "Yes, Ceres-sama will never return to you," said Princess Mariane. 


  It's not good... isn't this a pretty rough spot? 


  """"Ceres..."""" 


  Not good... The four of them were looking at me. 


  "Long time no see... Zect..." 


  "Hey Ceres... you're not gonna give up on me, right...?" 


  "Well... didn't I save you from Mammon? And Zect and the others aren't Hero (Yuusha) anymore... you can live free from now on... freedom is good." 


  "But, we need you!" said Lida. 


  "Yes... and I'll be nice to you this time," said Maria. 


  "Me too... I'm sorry about that time," said Mel. 


  Huff... Aren't they free now? 


  "You don't need me anymore, do you? You've got four S-class adventurers, you can make money as much as you want... you're not going to fight the Demon King, you're not going to continue your journey... So, why don't you just hire a squire? Besides, you'll be happy to be with the one you love." 


  Normally, there should be no more obstacles. 


  There's usually nothing but a happy future ahead. 


  And there's no need to focus on me here. 


  But then Zect starts biting his nails... and his color changes. 


  "No, we're finished..." 


  Zect begins to speak in a whisper. 


  He made a lot of excuses, but the simple answer was that he got scared. 


  Now that he is afraid of dragons and defeated by Mammon... maybe he is scared of everything. 


  Even if he can still hunt ogres and live an easier life than usual. 


  But even a weak monster... hell awaits him if he loses. 


  Even goblins and orcs are killed if they lose, and the women are used as nurseries. 


  Well, a single blow from an ogre can kill an ordinary human. 


  So, every adventurer fights with this fear, no matter how weak. 


  And now, the four of them, except Zect, can no longer bear the fear. 


  "Hey, Zect... If you like the three of them...then feed them responsibly! Look at Orcman. He has nearly ten wives and a lot of kids. He's far below you in the class of adventurers." 


  "No, Ceres, I don't..." 


  "You don't have to worry about me anymore... nothing is standing in your way." 


  "But I can't be a polygamist because I'm not a Hero (Yuusha)." 


  "Zect, you are wrong. You should learn 'if you belong to Hero (Yuusha) party at least once.' The proof is that Orcman, a baggage carrier at one time in the previous Hero (Yuusha) party, has many wives. I, a magic swordsman, also became a 'Hero (Eiyuu) ' and had Shizuko-san and 4 others as wives before... So, it's fine, Zect... " 


  After all, it was his dream to live in that harem, wasn't it? 


  And now that dream's coming true, how come he's so clumsy? 


  "No... that's why..." 


  "So it's a good thing, right? Now you can finally cross the line, lose your virginity, and have lots of kids like Orcman." 


  "No! Ceres, you're mistaken. I don't love the three of them... You see, when Ceres isn't coming back... These girls are dragging me down." 


  "Zect... what are you trying to say?" 


  "If I can get Ceres, then I don't need these girls... so far, I've kept them on hand out of sentiment, but they're no longer party members... so Ceres... it's up to you. I'm leaving these guys here... Ugooohhh." 


  What an idiot, Shizuko-san's here... 


  Well, she beat him up. 


  "It seems I've been teaching you wrong... you tried to run away just now, didn't you, Zect?" 


  "Mother... I'm... running away...!" 


  "Too bad, Zect... you can't run from me." 


  They went around the doorway. 


  "Hey, Ceres... the three girls don't love me. They love you!" 


  "As expected of Zect's tricks... But you can't lie to me like that! I hate to break it to you but aren't you the one who wanted me gone so you could have your harem...? Now the four of you can have a good time together... So, enough!" 


  "It's true! But if you think I'm lying, ask any of the three girls!" 


  "Well, is Zect lying...?" 


  """...""" 


  "Look, all three of them won't answer." 


  "Zect... enough of this," said Shizuko. 


  "What I need is Ceres... I really want to be your lover, but I don't mind being your stepdaughter... so, can't you let me stay with you?" said Lida. 


  "I want to be your lover too, but if not, let me be your stepdaughter... Well, I believe that Hero (Yuusha) polygamy is allowed for close relatives, so Mama and daughter should be OK..." said Maria. 


  "Ceres... I'm sorry for saying such horrible things but I've found my true love too," said Mel. 


  "Hey! Lida... can I tell you something? Are you trying to compete with your Mom?" said Haruka. 


  "Ara, ara... Maria I've been pretty nice to you, but I think you need to be punished..." said Misaki. 


  "Huff... Mel, do you want to cry? I'll let you off with an 'I'm sorry' now..." said Sayo. 


  It seems like I'm just gonna have to let it go... 


  After all, it's chaos. 


  "Ceres-sama... you can't get involved in this." 


  But now, Princess Mariane tugged at my sleeve. 


  Well, I moved into the next room with Mariane because I didn't want to get caught in the middle of it. 


  Still, what's this 'the yellow dragon has all the luck on his side'... It's a lie... 


  I cursed the black dragon in my heart. 


  


  Chapter 82 It's so Messy


  At the moment, I hear a lot of loud noises and yelling. 


  "You can leave it to Shizuko and the others... When it comes to interpersonal matters, they have no problem... And if you don't mind, could you make me a cup of tea or something?" 


  Mariane smiled and asked for tea. 


  I did as she said and made her some tea. 


  "Oh, it's delicious!" 


  Mariane was sipping the tea with a big smile on her face. 


  After all, Mariane is really beautiful. 


  Well, it's natural because she is a princess... 


  But thinking it again, although I have seen her from afar, I had never talked to her before. 


  "..." 


  "Ahh~ It was delicious. Ceres-sama, did I do something wrong?" 


  "No... nothing." 


  In fact, I wondered how she enjoyed her tea with so much yelling and loud noises coming from nearby. 


  Is it because she's a princess? 


  Anyway, I don't know why... But now, I don't hear any more noises or yells. 


  "Well, it looks like it's almost over... Let's go." 


  Saying this, Mariane tugged on my hand. 


  * * *


  There stood Zect, both cheeks swollen. 


  "Heheh, Zect... You really are just like Sector... You think of girls so easily, and all you think about is yourself. But enough, you are pathetic as my son. I will free you to your own! However, in return, I'll cut you off from me. Is that clear?" said Shizuko. 


  "Yeah... That's fine, mother... I don't need that kind of shackle anymore... But I've done my best so far until now... And I've been taking care of them (the girls) properly... Please forgive me..." said Zect. 


  "Really, why are you still saying that...?" said Shizuko. 


  "Lida, are you okay with this?" said Haruka. 


  "Yeah, I don't want to fight anymore... and I don't care about Zect too..." said Lida. 


  "Maria, too. Are you okay with that?" said Misaki. 


  "Mel, I know you don't want to fight anymore..." said Sayo. 


  ""..."" 


  "Huff... Forget it. Shizuko, it's not only Zect-kun's fault but also my Maria's fault. So, please don't sever your ties with Zect-kun," said Misaki. 


  "Indeed, Shizuko. There's no need to go that far... In the end, he didn't have a relationship with my Mel, that's all... With regards to that, I'd like to thank you for everything, Zect-san," said Sayo. 


  "If that's all right with everyone, then I understand... Zect, I'll cancel the severance... and you're free to go! But you will realize one day how important the people you let go are, and you will regret it... now get out of here!" said Shizuko. 


  "Mother..." said Zect. 


  "Zect..." 


  "Thank you for everything you've done for me, Ceres... goodbye." 


  "Zect's back seemed so much smaller than his ego." 


  "Zect... maybe we should have another drink sometime..." 


  Zect raised his right hand and walked away. 


  But for me, the problem is more than this... 


  * * *


  "Lida... You've been a sword saint, right? But you should be aware that you can't do anything else, and you said you wanted to be Ceres' lover, didn't you? But now you can't be anyone's lover, let alone Ceres's," said Haruka. 


  "Ah... Mom..." said Lida. 


  "My Maria is the same way. She can't do a single decent chore," said Misaki. 


  "Mama..." said Maria. 


  "Think about it, Mel. Most children your age can do all the housework. But since you're a Hero (Yuusha) party before, you've been living on nothing while others are learning chores... However, I'll teach you everything I know if you stay here," said Sayo. 


  "Mother... That training..." said Mel. 


  "Well, I don't want to be too hard on the other kids... but Shizuko, Misaki, and Sayo... and of course, me too, from an adventurer family. But we can all do the housework... However, mostly, we let Ceres do it all. Still, even though you didn't do anything, you should know how to do it, right? And I don't mean to be harsh, but you're not even ready for bride training... So, how about this? Shizuko, Misaki, Sayo and me... We'll train you all here for a while," said Haruka. 


  "Well, they're not a child anymore. But, you can leave it to me," said Shizuko. 


  "Then... if Maria doesn't want to be a saint and not even an adventurer, I'll teach you about housework, starting tomorrow, or rather, going hard right now. Is it good?" said Misaki. 


  "Mel, tomorrow you'll wake up at 5:00 a.m., and I'll teach you everything you need to know," said Sayo. 


  """Mom (Mama) (Mother)""" 


  "Oh, why do you look so pale, Lida? I'll recognize you as my daughter from now on... And after you've been trained as a bride and I've recognized you as a full-fledged bride, you can confess your love for Ceres or whatever you want! And don't cry to Kazuma... He already has a young wife and is enjoying his life, so he has no place for you," said Haruka. 


  "That's right, Maria, I've spoiled you too much so far... I'm going to make sure you get a good lesson... Be prepared. Your place is only here since your Papa is also remarried and living the same life. I'm going to make you a woman..., and you'll die trying!" said Misaki. 


  "Mel, you, in particular, are a bad learner, so I'll start teaching you hard tomorrow, so be prepared!" said Sayo. 


  It's true. All three girls are terrible when it comes to housework. 


  They can't do half of what the other girls do... especially when it comes to cleaning. 


  Well, they've spent their whole lives fighting as a Hero (Yuusha) party... and I took the lead in housework... 


  It's no wonder they're not very good at it. 


  Not good... Why are all three girls staring at me? 


  """Ceres""" 


  "I will not interfere in the affairs between mother and daughter! But since you all will be my daughter because I married Shizuko-san and the others... I will take care of you... but I'm not going to interfere because I might spoil you... and this is the capital... you can get a job easily..." 


  "Ceres... I'd rather have become your wife than your daughter..." said Lida. 


  "Me too, Ceres, I'll become a good wife... Please believe me," said Maria. 


  "Since you're going to marry a lot, shouldn't your childhood friend be your wife too? After all, if you marry our mothers together... It also is fun to have all your best friends as wives... Think about it again. It's sad when you are sending me, Maria, and Lida away as daughters, isn't it...? And I originally will marry you, Ceres..." said Mel. 


  "That was before you chose Zect, Mel. Lida and Maria too, are you sure? I mean, when I left, it seemed like the three of you would marry Zect and live together after defeating the Demon King, right?" 


  """That's...""" 


  From their answer, maybe they don't really like me. 


  They want to be my wives because they can live happily by my side, that's all. 


  "Anyway, you can stay here for a while and find a job you like, or learn to cook, clean, and stuff since Nee-san and the others want to teach you so much... And to tell you the truth, I'm not sure I'd be moved if you told me now... But if you are sure your feelings are true, please tell me later, and I'll think about it when the time comes." 


  In the end, neither Zect nor the three were in love. 


  And of course, neither was I... 


  Maybe they don't even know what 'love' is... 


  But from what I've heard, the three are pretty broken inside. 


  Well, if someone's limbs are torn off, and they are shown to the world, their hearts will be broken. 


  So, until their hearts are healed. 


  I'll take care of them... until they don't care about me anymore... 


  But there will never be a time to answer. 


  While thinking about it, the three looked at me as if they wanted to say something, but I walked away. 


  * * *


  After that, I flew up in the sky with Dragon Wing and sat on the castle's tower. 


  It felt surprisingly good to fly. 


  But thinking it again, the Emperor and the Pope will be here tomorrow. 


  Really, I missed the time when I lived in the village with my childhood friends... those days were so much fun. 


  Yellow Dragon... is luck really on my side in this situation... 


  I can't believe it. 


  


  Chapter 83 The Demon Tribe Wants a Truce


  Main Character's POV


  After a short conversation, the conversation between Shizuko and the other girls has been settled. 


  "Ceres-kun, you are not allowed to cook or do any more housework from now on." 


  Shizuko said to me gently. 


  Apparently, she will make the three girls do all the housework from now on. 


  But I wonder if this is really all right? 


  Because when I taught them a little bit previously... it was so bad that I gave up and decided to do it myself until now. 


  But if it's bride training... I guess I'll just have to let them do it. 


  Though, it'll be tough on the three of them. 


  More importantly, tomorrow, I'll meet the Pope, the Pope Emeritus, the Emperor, the Former Saint, and the former Sword Saint. 


  I have a feeling that things are going to be very, very difficult. 


  And if things continue as they are, the four Shizuko and the others will be added to the three, totaling seven women. 


  Then, add the three girls, and there will be ten... Really, this place is too small. 


  It seems that we should move to the Kohane castle, after all... 


  But the problem is the 'Demon King'... who will I have to fight now that Zect has quit being Hero (Yuusha)... 


  No matter how you look at it, I think I'm the one who's in the clear. 


  But there's no point in thinking about it now... Tomorrow... tomorrow... 


  * * *


  Demon King's POV


  "Mammon is dead?" 


  "Yes." 


  How can that ridiculous Mammon be dead? 


  If Mammon, who's stronger than me, dies... that means the one who can kill him can kill me for sure. 


  "How many people...? 50,000, 100,000, maybe more...?" 


  "No... it was only one man who did it." 


  "That's ridiculous. I remember hearing that Hero (Yuusha) Zect was weak..." 


  "Yes, but it was a human called 'Hero (Eiyuu) Ceres' who defeated Mammon-sama." 


  That's hilarious... I know most heroes (Eiyuu) are stronger than demons. 


  But at least they weren't the kind of job or being that could kill Mammon single-handedly. 


  If it were many heroes (Eiyuu) who gathered together to fight him, that might be understandable. 


  After all, a single hero (Eiyuu) is not strong enough. 


  Let alone Mammon... he could not reach the Four Heavenly Kings... or even the top brass. 


  Moreover, Mammon is often called a bug. 


  A bug is "something that doesn't happen normally." 


  But just as a bug called "Mammon" was born on the demon side, perhaps a bug was born on the human side as well. And it was this human? 


  "So, how did this Ceres guy fight Mammon?" 


  "I don't know, sir. He flew through the air and carried Mammon-sama away." 


  "Don't lie to me! Human can't fly. And even if he could fly, there is no way a human could do it since even the Four Heavenly Kings', Feather of the Sky, can't grab Mammon and carry him through the sky." 


  "But he breathed fire and flew!" 


  It seems a bug... there is no such thing as a mere human could do that... Really... Why does a bug appear on the human side? 


  Because it made the demons will never win again. 


  It's our end. 


  The demons will never win again. 


  If things become like this, I have no choice. 


  I'll have to make compromises, and... a truce is the only way. 


  Although the demons still have the advantage over the humans right now. 


  I have no choice but to call a truce. 


  But if I make a truce for 100 years, or even 300 years, there will be no 'Hero (Eiyuu) Ceres.' 


  It is said that no human can live more than 60 or 100 years against demons who have lived for a long time. 


  Therefore, I should make a truce to avoid the battle with Ceres, even at the cost of some sacrifices. 


  "Gather the remaining Four Heavenly Kings." 


  "Yes, sir." 


  A truce is the only way. 


  


  Chapter 84 Harem?


  Main Character's POV


  "It's morning, it's morning! It's a beautiful morning~! So, let's get up!" 


  I hear Haruka-neesan's voice. 


  She's not waking me up, but she's waking the three girls up. 


  "Mom... it's only 4:00 in the morning! Yawn... It's too early!" said Lida with a sleepy face. 


  "Haruka-san, it's still dark," said Maria, who was awake. 


  "Let me sleep a little longer..." said Mel, whose eyes were still closed. 


  "It's not too early! When in the village, your mothers were up at 5:00 a.m. Really, why are you so clumsy? You have to start every day at this time. And now, Lida, you're going to clean today, Maria will do the laundry, Mel will make breakfast with me... if you have any questions, just ask me." 


  Haruka-neesan seems to be putting the three of them in charge of the housework. 


  And I saw that Shizuko-san, Misaki-san, Sayo-san, and Princess Mariane were already awake and sitting on the sofa drinking tea. 


  "Ah~ Good morning Ceres. I want to eat morning breakfast at Ceres," said Lida. 


  "That's great, please..." said Maria. 


  "I want an omelet," said Mel. 


  Come to think of it, it's been a while... at least today... 


  "I can't help it... at least for today." 


  """"No...!"""" 


  I don't understand why Shizuko-san and the other four, or even Princess Mariane, are giving me a hard time about this... 


  Well, if things like this, I'm sorry, it's not possible under the circumstances. 


  "Another time!" 


  """No way...""" 


  "Don't worry... Your mothers are great cooks and better than me when it comes to cleaning, so take this opportunity to learn from them... If you're not going to be an adventurer anymore, Maria, how about a healer at a healing center? Or Mel, you could go to the academy, work in the library, become a clerk... whatever you do, take your time and look for a job." 


  "Hey, Ceres, um..." said Maria. 


  "Ceres... That's..." said Mel. 


  Somehow they are giving off an aura that they don't want to work. 


  "You just need to find something you want to do for 3 months, 6 months, a year... and you can discuss it with Shizuko-san and the others... then, Nee-san... I'll leave them to you!" 


  "Leave it to me!" 


  Haruka-neesan began to instruct the three of them smilingly. 


  But the problem is Lida... 


  Saint Maria is an advanced healer... if she doesn't want to fight, she can work at a healing center in the town... Mel is a sage... she's what people used to call a literature scholar... so she's very good at it. 


  However, Lida... 


  There is no job so specialized in fighting as the sword saint. 


  If she chooses to fight, there is no other job that can be relied upon so much... but if she quits fighting... there is no other job that can be of such use to her. 


  Simply put, if she doesn't fight... she is incompetent. 


  Even Haruka-neesan said, 'If you can, just keep her around as a maid.' 


  Worst-case scenario, if she can't find a job she wants or something she can do, I'll have her as my daughter, and I'll have to do that. 


  Well, I don't hate her... and I'm not afraid to take care of my childhood friend with whom I played the fool. 


  * * *


  Finally, they had come. 


  To such a small place... 


  From the Holy Land of Gandar, there is Pope Emeritus Rothman, Pope Romalis, Archbishop Roanne, and the former Saint Cecilia. 


  From the Galban Empire, there is Emperor Sizer, former Saint Sword or First Princess, Frey. 


  Of course, many carriages are outside, and knights and retainers escort them. 


  Now that things have come this far, I have no choice... 


  "Master (Shisou) Haruka, Master (Shisou) Misaki, it's been a while," said Frey. 


  "Master (Shisou) Shizuko, it's been a long time," said Cecilia. 


  Princess Frey, the former Sword Saint, was Haruka-san and Misaki-san's student. 


  Former Saint Cecilia was also Shizuko-san's student. 


  And the deceased sage was Sayo-san's student. 


  And Princess Mariane is good friends with all three of them. 


  Right now, I have... five wives. 


  I thought it was four... but it was five. 


  Well, it seems Mariane and I were already married when the King left her. 


  They say a royal couple spending the night together is a marriage. 


  But, it was Shizuko-san and the others who slept with Princess Mariane. However, the marriage was concluded when the princess stayed at this house... 


  And it seems that Shizuko-san and the others knew about this. 


  So, that's why I already have five wives. 


  Now, as a hero (Eiyuu), I am the greatest in the world, so I am greeted, and everyone is waiting for my words. 


  "I don't mind marrying Cecilia and Frey... but I already have five wives... five plus two equals seven, and there's no hierarchy there. If you agree to my terms... " 


  "Our country is willing to do that," said Cecilia. 


  "Our country is okay with that," said Frey. 


  Normally, there would be one legitimate wife, and the rest would be concubines, but after talking with Shizuko-san and others, we decided to have special polygamy in which all seven of them would be legitimate wives. 


  Of course, the number of legitimate wives ends here, but if I have any other wives in the future, they will all become concubines. 


  As for the rest, I will only participate in the defense and not attack. 


  With that promise, we ended our discussion. 


  And then... 


  "Hero-dono (Eiyuu)... Actually, we were going to rewrite the Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law... but the text says that it cannot be rewritten... so we have created the 'Hero (Eiyuu) Protection Law [Ceres-sama 1st version]'. The content of this law is higher than the Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law, so please read it in your spare time." 


  After the dinner, everyone else left, leaving Cecilia and Frey behind. 


  Princess Mariane, Cecilia, and Frey are indeed beautiful. 


  But they are almost strangers. 


  Normally, I would be happy to see a harem... 


  But why can't I rejoice in some way? 


  


  Chapter 85 The Demon King was Easily Defeated


  Main Character's POV


  The 10-person shared house has begun. 


  And the three former members of the Hero (Yuusha) party have been working hard since morning. 


  However, this is a normal part of life in the village. 


  Unlike women in the town, women in the village work from morning till night. 


  They cook breakfast, work in the fields, cook dinner... on top of that, they need to entertain their husband at night, and when a child is born, they raise the child. 


  But that's part of what made me fall in love with Shizuko-san and the others. 


  Beautiful, hardworking, and kind... how could I not like them? 


  But here's the thing. 


  I was married in my previous life... but I've never been in an arranged marriage. 


  You see, even though Shizuko-san and the other might be considered as a parent of my childhood friend... There was a childish change of my heart to them from 'good mother' to 'wonderful woman' to 'This person is nice' to 'I like her' in order to fall in love with four people. 


  Leaving aside my previous life, in this world I live in a 'village society, a small society'... and because I live in a small society... everyone around me knows each other... it is a closed world where I can go out safely without locking the door to my house. 


  To put it simply, Shizuko and the other three and Maria and the other two have been together with me for more than a decade. 


  But these three women are different. 


  Mariane is a princess, Cecilia is a former saint and a privileged member of the church. 


  As for Frey, she is a princess and a former sword saint. 


  'We live in different worlds.' 


  But I asked Shizuko and the others to make time for me to be with the three of them. 


  To told them... how I felt about them. 


  "Well... First of all, even though I am a former princess, Ceres-sama, the hero (Eiyuu), is in a higher position... the Pope says that Ceres-sama is the 'greatest' in this world... If you ask me to take care of the household, I can't do it. But if you want me to help you with political matters, I can help you because I have studied imperial studies." 


  "I am a former saint, but I traveled from one place to another until I fought the Demon King, and after that I was a nun, no different from Ceres-sama, just like Maria... I also helped at the soup kitchen and learned housekeeping at the convent. So, I can do everything." 


  "Well, you know, I'm not much of a princess. After all, I've been wielding a sword since I was chosen as a sword saint, and I was a member of the knighthood after being defeated by the Demon King... so, well, I'm no different from a knight or an adventurer." 


  "I see... that's good..." 


  The first gate is cleared... But it will take some time to close the relationship distance from here... 


  * * *


  While we were living awkwardly, I received a call from Pope Romalis. 


  He said, 'The demons have proposed a truce.' 


  The details of the offer were quite favorable to the human side, so... things were settled soon after. 


  According to Pope Romalis, the fact that I won the battle against Mammon played a big role.... 


  A truce of 300 years.... that will free Zect completely and human race will probably not fight again for several generations to come. 


  And the next Hero (Yuusha) who will be born after Zect will be happy... But when I thought so, the world is a hard place... the 'Hero (Yuusha) Protection Law' will be suspended during the truce period, I heard. 


  Well, it is a privilege that is supposed to fight against a Demon King, so it is natural. 


  But the 'Hero (Eiyuu) Protection Law' will be continued. 


  And the funny story is... after all the talk about the Demon King, it ended with just a single communication through the communication crystal. 


  In retrospect, was there really any need to fight? 


  I can't help but think so. 


  A Demon King basically never leaves his castle... defeating him might not make a big difference. 


  But the big problem is over now. 


  It's world peace... the Demon King was easily defeated 


  From now on... all I have to do is to solve the other problems one by one. 


  


  Chapter 86 Is There No Other Way but With a Sword...? That's a Trouble!


  Main Character's POV


  A month has passed since the truce with the Demons. 


  Maria has chosen to run her own medical center and has been studying under Shizuko-san and Cecilia. 


  I had thought that Maria would be able to open a business right away, but... 


  Apparently not. 


  The 'Saint' is an expert in healing magic. 


  She is the one who helps Hero (Yuusha) fight against the Demon King and heals him. 


  If she is planning to be a healer, it is the best job for her. 


  In fact, Maria's power is unmatched by ordinary healers. 


  Since an ordinary healer can open a medical center... why can't the saint Maria open a medical center? 


  "It's easy to open a medical center, but once opened, it's a lot harder... Ceres-kun," said Shizuko. 


  "Yeah, it is going to be more prosperous... but after that..." said Misaki. 


  The story is that with the title of 'former saint', the business will surely flourish if it opens as usual. 


  However, if she does so, other medical centers in the neighborhood will go out of business. 


  So, to make up for this disadvantage, she has to either open a high-cost medical center that can treat patients at a level that no other healer can, or open a medical center in a rural area where there are no healers. 


  To do so, the current Maria is not good enough. 


  So, to make up the shortfall, Mel is studying with Sayo-san and Mariane, learning academic and office work. 


  She has decided to help Maria's medical center with administrative work. 


  Besides, some treatments require not only the power of a healer but also the power of magic. 


  Well, Mel herself is also willing to take on the administrative work so that Maria can concentrate on her healing. 


  And because they are childhood friends, they will work well together. 


  "So, Ceres... I was wondering if you could give me about 200 gold coins." 


  "Ceres, not only Maria, but me too, please..." 


  Thinking it again, I'm their stepfather. 


  If it's for autonomy, I'd be willing to give them that kind of money. 


  "Okay, I'll give a little help..." 


  "Ceres-kun, what are you talking about?" 


  "Ceres-san... Don't spoil them. You can lend them money, but you can't give it to them." 


  "...I understand." 


  Well, I can give it to them secretly when they really leave here. 


  As long as they work hard for the future, it's okay to do that much. 


  Still, Shizuko-san and the others are giving me the stink-eye, but... oh well. 


  * * *


  But there's a problem over here. 


  "Lida, how about we go fishing for the first time in a while?" 


  "With Ceres... that sounds good." 


  I take Lida outside. 


  The problem is about Lida... 


  She has no other skill than fighting, and that's what she is, a sword saint. 


  If she chooses to fight, she is the best with the exception of Hero (Yuusha). 


  But her skill has no other benefits. 


  Well, for now, I thought I would talk to her there, holding a fishing rod. 


  And I decided to went on the small spring near the capital. 


  For the note, Lida was tomboy when she was a child. 


  She used to fish and catch bugs with Zect and me. 


  But Maria and Mel don't like insects. But, fishing is still good for them. Still, they don't often come. 


  Anyway, for fishing, just line up the rods and cast the line. 


  Then, catch a fish or don't catch a fish. 


  "Hey, Lida... have you found what you want to do?" 


  "I knew you'd say that... Ceres is hitting me where it hurts." 


  Since she was a little girl, I've only seen Lida swinging a stick around. 


  And after she became a sword saint, she has been swinging a sword. 


  While Maria and Mel were not only doing magic but also girlish things, Lida was wielding a sword. 


  In my previous life, I would say that she was 'hard to kill'. 


  "You don't want to fight anymore, do you?" 


  "Well... I'm sick of it... why do I have to be a sword saint? I wish I had another job." 


  "Isn't there anything you want to do with it?" 


  At the moment, Lida sometimes helps out at Kazuma-niisan's restaurant. 


  After all, unlike Maria and Mel, she has no goals for the future. 


  "Well, all I used to do was swing a sword... but after fighting Dragons and Mammon, I got scared and I don't want to fight anymore... but there's nothing I can do... except swing a sword. And there's nothing I want to do... what should I do?" 


  Her speech is childish... A habit Lida has when she is in real trouble. 


  "I know that's all you can do... but you can't do that anymore... for example, if you can't slay monsters, how about people? If you can slay people, how about a knight of the royal palace or a guard soldier in the town?" 


  "It's true that I might be able to slay people... but..." 


  She didn't say anything, but I guess she was trying to say 'I don't know'. 


  "Well... Lida, what if? If Job didn't have anything to do with it, is there anything you'd rather do?" 


  "Well... I don't know." 


  "Okay... take your time, find what you want to do... I don't care how long it takes, because it's better to take a year or two to find it than to compromise and quit right away. " 


  "Ceres... are you not impatient?" 


  "Well... there's nothing more boring in life than doing a job you hate." 


  "Hey, Ceres... Are you really my childhood friend...? and to be honest, you're even nicer... than my dad." 


  "What are you talking about...? I'm your stepdad, okay?" 


  "That's true... so I guess I'll just relax and not worry about it?" 


  "Yes, that's fine..." 


  After all, is there no other way but with a sword...? That's a trouble. 


  


  Chapter 87 The Black Dragon


  Main Character's POV


  Right now, I'm having a drink with Black Dragon at a bar. 


  I found him while I was wandering around the town, so I called out to him. 


  It was a good time because I had something I wanted to talk to him about. 


  "What's going on?" 


  "Well, you see, I don't think luck is on my side..." 


  I asked the Black Dragon about my doubt. 


  "Don't you realize it? First of all, the miracle of my being here... think about it, I'm always in Dragonium, and I never know where I'll come to the human land... How little chance do you have of seeing me?" 


  Now that he mentions it, that may be true. 


  If he lives nearby, it may be a good chance to meet someone you don't even know where he is in the world. 


  "Yes, that's true, but..." 


  I consulted with him about marrying the three women. 


  "Well, this is my theory, but don't you really like them?" 


  I thought they were beautiful, but that's all. 


  "No, I've never even met them..." 


  "I don't understand it as a Dragon, but I heard that those three were very beautiful among humans, weren't they? You must have subconsciously thought 'I wish I could marry someone like that,' right? And so, that came true, didn't it?" 


  If he puts it that way, I might have thought 'Look how beautiful she is in her portrait' or 'I wish I could live with such a beautiful person' when I glanced at her as an audience. 


  But it is no different from seeing an idol and thinking 'I like this girl' in my previous life. 


  "Is that really what triggers it?" 


  "'Yellow dragon's luck' is so great that you can't control it, and others can't control it either... It moves to do your will with all its might, that's why it's troublesome... Not even Bauer-sama or a Human Goddess can suppress the power of the Yellow Dragon. So, the legendary item, too, can’t suppress the power of the yellow dragon." 


  "Is it really that big of a deal?" 


  "Think about it, if you wanted your childhood friend to be safe and not have to fight the Demon King, then the Demon King would give in and you'd have a truce in no time." 


  "Hmm? Isn't that because he's afraid of me?" 


  "Really? That's not all, is it? Even the Goddess who protects the human race could only maintain the balance by giving you the job of Hero (Yuusha) and making you fight... but you don't want your childhood friend to fight... and the moment you wish for it... a truce is easily achieved... something the Goddess hasn't been able to do for thousands of years." 


  "No way. But my childhood friend..." 


  "Isn't that your deepest wish, too? You wanted to keep her not as your wife but as your daughter, right? Especially that Lida girl, you've known her since you were little and you wanted her to be your best friend. I know it's a feeling that dragons don't have, but I heard that human parents cry when they give their daughters in marriage." 


  Could it be... that I... wish such a thing? 


  "Is that so?" 


  "Think about it... You're surrounded by all the women you've wanted to have by your side since you were little... It's included the women whom you admire... and you've created a peaceful society where you don't have to fight the Demon King. It's nothing but good luck, right?" 


  I can understand it when he says it like that. 


  "Perhaps that's true." 


  "Yeah. So, you've got to watch out for delusions! It's really bad." 


  "What kind of delusions?" 


  "Like... you know... big things like 'I want to marry a Goddess'? ' Or, for smaller things, 'If a little guy around here had a daughter as pretty as this girl...' You know what would happen, don't you?" 


  "Hahaha, the little guy's story is one thing, but a goddess is something else." 


  "Huff~ That ability of yours even erased my blow by itself, you know... So, a human Goddess might not be able to resist you... This is not a joke, be really careful... What will happen to you when you come back home and the goddess laughs then says 'I'm here to welcome you, Master' or something?" 


  Well, that's really not good... 


  "Come to think of it, my life has been pretty eventful... how come I spend a lot of boring hours doing nothing?" 


  "Because you can have everything you want without trying... and it goes on forever, and if it were me, I wouldn't want that! Money, women, positions, treasures, they're worthless if you can get them easily... From now on, diamonds are as easy to get as pebbles, all women are as easy to get as whores, treasures are as easy to get just like a silver coin... Well, you'll realize it one day... This is my advice, and bye..." 


  With that, the Black Dragon left the gold coin and walked out. 


  I understood what he said. 


  But if there is nothing I can do, just enjoy life now. 


  That's all. 


  


  Chapter 88 [Short Story] A Town Where I Don't Belong


  Zect’s POV 


  When I went to the guild, there was a big sign on the wall. 


  'Changes due to the truce with the Demon King'. 


  What's this? 


  I read it and it said that a truce had been signed between the demon and human sides... that's what it said. 


  The problem is... we can't hunt monsters that can communicate. 


  Simply put, goblins and orcs can be hunted for money. 


  But for Ogre and above, in short, they can't be hunted for money... that's what it said. 


  Moreover, the guild told its members to say a word when they meet them. 


  It is basically the same for the other party... 


  'It's over.' 


  This has effectively eliminated the value of a high-ranking adventurer. 


  Can an adventurer hunt an ogre or not? 


  That is the borderline for adventurers, and their income goes up dramatically. 


  But if they can't get paid for hunting anything more than an ogre, they have no chance to get a lot of money in the future. 


  That is what it means. 


  And now, the guild and the adventurers are still quarreling. 


  "Why do I get nothing for hunting orc kings and orc generals?" 


  "Those two types can talk, and as long as they can communicate, there shouldn't be any fighting in this truce." 


  "Sure, they tried to leave without doing anything, but they're monsters." 


  "Huff~ you hunted them when they didn't attack you... you're demoted..." 


  "No way..." 


  "Times have changed... and intelligent demons and monsters are moving to demon territory... and you hunted a monster that was trying to escape... you should be punished." 


  "Oh no." 


  Such a story can be found anywhere. 


  Maybe the adventurer's days are over. 


  After all, people can't make much money this way anymore. 


  And the only ones who can make money are those who can hunt the dragon. 


  The demons above the orcs can no longer be hunted and suddenly it's wyverns. 


  But there are only a few who can hunt wyverns. 


  This is, in effect, the end of the age of the adventurer. 


  Well, if it was me, I can hunt wyverns and earth dragons. 


  But only if I push myself a little... and right now I have a little money. 


  Maybe I should go back to Jimna village. 


  If my mother is in the capital, then my father must be in Jimna village. 


  Well, I should go back to the village for a while and relax before thinking about it. 


  So I decided to go back to Jimna village. 


  * * *


  When I returned to the village after a long time... what is this! 


  It looks more like an open town than a village. 


  Also, there is a gatekeeper standing at the entrance. 


  "Welcome to Hero Ceres's Town! Welcome to Jimna town." 


  Jimna town? 


  I thought this was a village. 


  And as soon as I walked in, I realized that this was definitely Jimna village. 


  However, the area had widened considerably. 


  The former dirt roads were now well paved, and there was a brick bridge over the river. 


  Most of the crude wooden houses had been replaced by two-story brick houses. 


  It was no longer a village, but a town in the countryside. 


  Moreover... there were dozens of stores in the Adventurer's Guild. 


  What is this place...? The bridge is called 'Ceres Bridge' and the street is called 'Ceres Street'. 


  And in the middle of the town, there was a fountain and a statue of Ceres. 


  What a joke... But for now, I headed for my house. 


  On the way, I met the village head or the Mayor? 


  "Hey... Isn't it Zect?" 


  "Mayor Najim... it's been a while... and who's this?" 


  "This is my wife... you must be jealous." 


  I don't envy him at all. But wait, it's an elf, isn't it? 


  "Isn't that an elf?" 


  "Yes, my wife is an elf and I'm in love with her." 


  Mayor Najim was holding hands with his wife and laughing as he said this. 


  The elf woman also smiled beside him. 


  "Well, we're going to have tea at the café... see you later." 


  As I looked at Mayor Najim... his two advisors also were laughing together with the elf as they headed toward the cafe. 


  There is no way that even the village chief is wealthy enough to afford an elf. 


  And in fact... I really envy him. 


  Compared to that elf, my three childhood friends and even Princess Marin are a blur... 


  Still, what the hell happened? 


  Anyway, I must go home first. 


  And I saw my father inside the home. 


  "Oh, what's up, Zect? I heard you quit being a Hero (Yuusha)." 


  "Hahaha, father, I'm not even a match for the Four Heavenly Kings..." 


  "Well... I'm sorry to hear that... so what are you going to do now?" 


  "I think I'll stay in this village for a while... and become an adventurer again... and who is the girl beside you?" 


  "Oh, I did some pretty bad things to Shizuko... but Ceres saved her, and after everything that happened... I remarried with this girl." 


  "This girl... she looks younger than me..." 


  "Well, she's pretty, isn't she?" 


  "Hello, my name is Chihua. Nice to meet you." 


  The girl, who introduced herself as Chihua, had a belly that was clearly growing. 


  "Um... Father, the baby..." 


  "Oh, she's pregnant... And I don't mind you staying because you're my son, but could you please leave here as soon as possible?" 


  When I saw my father rubbing the belly of a little girl named Chihua, I knew there was no place for me here... that much was clear. 


  


  Chapter 89 [Short Story] A Town Where I Don't Belong, Part Two


  Zect’s POV 


  When my father said 'as soon as possible,' he did not mean right now, but rather 'no settling down.' 


  "You can stay here for a month or so for now, and if you want a house, you can talk to the Mayor..." 


  "Well, I'll think about it..." 


  After Chihua-san went to bed, my father started to tell me the story of how he and my mother had met. 


  I thought he was a scumbag as usual. After all, I didn't think he would sell out his own wife. 


  Well, this is what Ceres and the others had been talking about... 


  But now, there's no point in blaming him. 


  As of now, my mother is happy being Ceres' wife, and that's the way it should be. 


  Speaking of which... 


  'I want to marry Aunt Shizuko.' 


  Ceres said something like that. 


  'Alright, Ceres, by the time you're 15, she'll be a good old lady... but, I'll give her to you for a gold coin.' 


  And I remember hearing such a story. 


  It is not strange in a village society to give away your wife to a young man when you get tired of her. 


  This is especially common in villages where there is a serious shortage of women. 


  ※ This is a story based on the custom in some Japanese villages that really existed a long time ago. 


  Anyway, it happened the way it did, that's all. 


  Still, I didn't think he was serious. 


  And right now, my father, Sector, is working hard with the help of Ceres and even his current wife. 


  He's clearing land and starting over with about 2/3 of what he used to own. 


  "I've stopped cheating and I'm going to stay with Chihua... And now, what I want is a good woman, a drink, and a job." 


  He laughs with a smile on his face and arms that are so scratched up it's hard to imagine what he went through to get to this point. 


  Ceres was a great guy. 


  In that situation, he sent money to the village, and the village was developed with that money... And because Ceres became a 'hero (Eiyuu)', the Lord also gave his money to the village, and the village is now a 'Hero's (Eiyuu) Hometown' because of Ceres' success, and it even has tourism income. 


  "He's amazing!" 


  "Not only that... well, he's been in love with them since he was a little boy... married to all his childhood friends' mothers." 


  "Yeah, I know that." 


  Huff... I didn't think he was really a mother-con and a babacon... 


  But is that really a harem? 


  Well, they're all pretty, to begin with... 


  Still, they're all old ladies around 30 years old! 


  Maybe our mothers are beautiful. 


  Princess Mariane, Cecilia-sama, and Princess Frey are beautiful... 


  But in my opinion, they are just 'pretty old ladies.' 


  It's as if Ceres were forced to deal with a troubled latecomer or a returnee woman. 


  If someone did the same thing to me, I'd be pissed. 


  But he was smiling happily. 


  Sure, he lost his mother when he was young, and he looked up to my mother. 


  Well... his biggest flaw was that he could do anything. 


  He was a babacon and a mother-con. 


  That's what it was. Still... 


  'How could I have forgotten?' 


  I've been seeing that scene over and over since I was little. 


  If I had realized it earlier, if I had made a connection with my mother and Ceres first... everything would have been smoother, wouldn't it? 


  ※ The life expectancy of the human race in this world is 50 to 60 years old. And in the village society, due to the shortage of women, sometimes spouses are given to young men. 


  ※ This is based on the actual customs of the past. 


  Maybe it was his longing for a mother's love that made him do it. 


  Still, sorry to say, but an old lady like that... who is loved by a young man not for her wealth or position but for her true love... it's funny, isn't it? 


  As for the face... she didn't have a mother's face, she had a woman's face. 


  "I made sure to talk to everyone about it... it would have been a problem if he had cuckolded us, but according to the rules and etiquette of the village... Ceres bought us all young wives to take our place, not just the Mayor to compensate us because he knew we'd have trouble in our old age... Really... He was a good man. And I felt very sorry because I was the one who sold Shizuko into slavery, not to mention everyone else." 


  This rule came about because in the old days when the village was poor and there were few women and a 'wife shortage', older women were given away because 'young men would be sexually distressed because they could not get married'. 


  After all, at the age of 30, one is usually finished as a woman. 


  ※ In this world, the life expectancy is 50-60 years old. 


  Therefore, it is said that the reward was very small, and even if there was a shortage of women, it was hard for a young teenage man to live with an old woman... so there were few cases of it being used. 


  The only thing I remember hearing about was a rough young man who had no wife and the woman was used once or twice. 


  He would take a woman of about 30 years old and give her husband a young teenage slave instead. 


  He's probably the only one who does that except Ceres... 


  "I think Ceres is going too far, even if he's a babacon or a mother-con..." 


  "No, I have a feeling that's not the case with him, he likes this village and... Well... the fond memories... Maybe, he even reached out to me, even though I'm such a scum because of that... And if you ask me, I'd rather him be a Mr. Jimna Village (ミスタージムナ村) than a hero (Eiyuu)." 


  Well... that's for sure. 


  "Yeah, well..." 


  "So Zect... you've been helped by Ceres too, right? Do you want to help Ceres to develop the village?" 


  "I owe him a favor, but I'm going to repay it in other ways..." 


  "Well... it's your choice, good luck!" 


  I felt that Sector, my father, had become much more serious. 


  


  Chapter 90 [Short Story] A Town Where I Don't Belong, Part Three


  Zect's POV


  I decided to leave my father's house. 


  After all, it's hard to stay with some much squeaking sound even though Chihua-san have a big belly. 


  You know, I can hear my father and Chihua-san, who's younger than me, next to my room all night long... and I can't sleep. 


  Chihua-san is my father's wife, or stepmother if I may say so... and no matter how cute she is, she's out of my type. 


  I understand that. 


  But... being shown this way, even if Chihua-san is not my target, it's... kinda hard. 


  I'm like Ceres now... Maria and the other two are out of his target group for him who like older women... but it still doesn't feel good to be shown their flirting at all hours of the day and night. 


  Especially when I’m all alone. 


  "Father, I'm going to the inn tonight." 


  "Hahaha, I'm sorry about that." 


  "I'm sorry, Zect-san... that my voice is too loud." 


  "Don't worry about it... Rather, I should have been more considerate since you two are newlyweds... I'm sorry." 


  Seeing the two of them blushing, I felt a strange feeling. 


  I also remembered my mother and Ceres, who was supposed to be doing the 'married couple' thing. 


  I know that love comes in many forms. 


  And Sector, my father, is a womanizer, so it's a normal thing. 


  But when both of my parents are having sex with someone my age... I can't help but think it's 'creepy'... 


  Especially Ceres... whose my mother used to slap him for his misbehavior... and I'm sure she even changed his diaper when he was a baby. 


  And at one time, I thought they looked good together when they laughed... but when I heard about my father and Chihua-san... and thought about my mother and Ceres... it made me sick. 


  Because... if they had a baby... it would be my brother or sister. 


  Really, I'll just have to get used to it. 


  * * *


  "Welcome to the Adventurers Guild, Jimna Village Branch!" 


  Why is Kaito here!? 


  "Uncle Kaito, what are you doing?" 


  "Oh, Zect? It's been a long time! I heard you quit being Hero (Yuusha)." 


  "Well, it's been a long time..." 


  "Hahaha, don't look so depressed, you'll be fine from now on." 


  "Thank you very much for your consideration. Then, what are you doing in the guild?" 


  Imprinting is scary. Even though I’m not a Hero (Yuusha), I'm still using honorifics tone. Well, it’s a habit. 


  "I am the guild master of this guild... though it is a small guild with less than 30 registered adventurers... Still, it is an official guild with proper registration!" 


  It must be difficult to register a guild of adventurers... Unless he/she is a nobleman, it is not possible to start a new guild. 


  "Then, why did you decide to start an adventurers' guild? I've never heard you're an adventurer before." 


  "Well, you know, when Ceres comes back to this village in the future, it would be better to have a guild, right?" 


  "That's true... but I'm surprised your application for the guild was approved." 


  "Of course, I put 'for Ceres' in the application and it was approved in a week, instead of the usual one-year wait... Plus, they built this building for free, which is amazing." 


  Well, I feel sorry for the guild. 


  Still, build a guild for Ceres in the Hero (Eiyuu) Ceres town? 


  If such a thing were asked, there would be so much pressure from all parties to the adventure guild that they'd have no choice but to accept it right away. 


  "Surely, if it was for Ceres..." 


  "Hey, are you a customer?" 


  "Ah, Eleanor, you know at least his name, don't you? He's Zect, former Hero (Yuusha)." 


  "Hero (Yuusha) Zect! My name is Eleanor, vice-guild master and Kaito's wife... Nice to meet you!" 


  "Nice to meet you too!" 


  If I look at them normally, they look like a father and daughter, not a husband and wife. But I don't know why I suddenly thought... 


  'Incest'. 


  That's what came to my mind. 


  Many married couples are very far apart in age from each other... For example, when I saw Ceres and my mother, I wouldn't think anything of it if they were not my relatives. 


  But the moment I saw uncle Kaito and Eleanor-san, for some reason...I thought so. 


  The reason is that... well, Eleanor-san and Mel look alike. 


  The tanned-skin Eleanor and the white-skinned Mel... at first glance, they look quite different. 


  But because I was Mel's childhood friend, I can see something similar. 


  At first glance, they don't look alike, but if Mel were to get a healthy tan and change her hairstyle, she might look a lot like Eleanor. 


  Perhaps Uncle Kaito is unaware of this. 


  Well, there's no need to make a big deal out of it. 


  "So, what can I do for you today? Zect-sama." 


  Unlike before, uncle Kaito's face has changed to a Guildmaster-like expression. 


  "Nothing much, I'm just looking around." 


  "Well, since the truce with the demons, there's nothing to hunt around here but goblins, or whatever you call adventurers." 


  It's true. The request sheets on the wall are full of jobs for hunters and farmers, such as helping to exterminate insects and exterminating boars. 


  "How can someone make a living doing this?" 


  "The cost of living is cheap around here. So you can make a normal living... But aren't you from this village, too? With five silver coins, you can make a living... Well, it seems you have forgotten that since you went to the town..." 


  Indeed. Because the villager has been provided with enough crops, and there's a strong spirit of mutual aid, it’s enough... 


  "That's true." 


  "Well, even if you can't make a lot of money, it's a good town for those who are tired of fighting and want to live a carefree life, maybe not enough for you, but hunting bears and boars for 3 gold coins a month... that's not so bad either." 


  "I see. I'll think about it." 


  "Haha, you must be tired. Maybe you should take a break and live for a while." 


  "Well, I'll just hang around for a while and think it over." 


  "Go ahead, go ahead... if you have any problems, I'm here to help you." 


  I walked away from the guild with my hands waving in the air. 


  Really... My hometown has changed a lot... but for now, I need an inn. 


  And after drinking ale at the tavern, I headed for the inn. 


  


  Chapter 91 [Short Story] A Town Where I Don't Belong, Part Four


  Zect's POV


  When I'm alone and I think about it in the inn... I don't know what I wanted to do. 


  What was I trying to do? 


  "Hero (Yuusha)" is the ticket to everything. 


  That's what I was told. 


  I can get money, women, and status. 


  That's what they said... except for Ceres. 


  But only if I won... Only if I kept winning. 


  However, if I lose in the middle, I lose my life, not just all my rights. 


  So, I must come to my senses... there's no such thing as a stupid job like I did to Ceres. 


  That stupid act is like a child... 


  Really... If I had thought more carefully... maybe things would have turned out differently. 


  Still, what should I do now? 


  I can't come to a conclusion yet. 


  * * *


  The next morning, I went to Uncle Shuuto. 


  "Uncle Shuuto, it's been a long time." 


  "Oh, Zect-kun, isn't it? You must have been in a lot of trouble." 


  Because of the seriousness of the situation, no one in this world doesn't know about my blunder. 


  And like other, Uncle Shuuto is also remarried, and there was a beautiful woman beside him, looking like a young lady... but it was a bit disturbing. 


  "Who is she?" 


  "Nice to meet you, my name is Charlotte, Shuuto-san's wife... and please take good care of me..." 


  "I see, my name is Zect. Nice to meet you too!" 


  As I thought... this Charlotte-san is Maria's perfect counterpart. 


  This is what Maria would look like if she put on her elegance. 


  Still, why can't Uncle Shuuto see the resemblance to his own daughter? 


  And if they're husband and wife, they're doing what they're supposed to do, right? 


  Doing it with a woman my own age who looks like his daughter... well, if he doesn't notice, I don't have to tell him. 


  "That's a lot of work." 


  "That's true... but this store has grown up~" 


  Indeed. It used to be a small general store, but now it is 10 times bigger than the old one... and there are 6 employees just by looking at them. 


  "Yes, Ceres-kun used to talk about a 'convenience store', but recently the number of tourists and the population has increased, so we decided to open 24 hours and hire more people, my wife Charlotte is a good manager and runs 4 stores in the town." 


  Come to think of it, there's another one half the size of this one right next to the inn. 


  Really, who is this Ceres guy...? 


  I feel like an idiot for thinking of him as a rival. 


  Everyone seems happy in this town... there are no slums by the looks of it. 


  But, at least now I know who Ceres is. 


  He must be 'lonely'. 


  He must have been 'lonely' when he was little and he doesn't like people around him to be in trouble. 


  So, he worries about the people around him more than himself. 


  Maybe I could have done the same thing because I was a Hero (Yuusha). 


  But only if I spent everything I had on my 'home' and my 'loved ones'. 


  However, Ceres is not extravagant at all when it comes to himself. 


  It is as if he is giving 'everything' to his hometown, his wife, and his childhood friends. 


  From this basis, I can't compete with such a person. 


  Anyway, I'm glad I left my three childhood friends to him... 


  If Ceres marries them, they'll compare me to the devoted ceres. 


  After all, I'm sure, I'll fall apart soon. 


  And I don't think any woman could resist him. 


  Really... I can't beat him. He's such a badass, he was angry with the church and the king for my sake... even after I expelled him... and he fought against the dreadful Mammon for me. 


  Maybe I'm one of the things he cares about. 


  That's why he's allowed me to be so selfish. 


  Still, this place isn't the home I know. 


  Although it's a sweet home... and my friend Ceres is nice to me. 


  But if I stay here or with Ceres, it will ruin things. 


  I'll have to leave. 


  So, I say goodbye to my father and the others and I leave town. 


  Maybe I'll go to the Empire... 


  After all, I'll have more time and freedom if I don't fight the Demon King. 


  I can take my time and find something to do. 


  


  Chapter 92 Orcman's Departure


  Main Character's POV


  "Hey, Ceres, is there any way I can make some money?" 


  Orcman came to me for advice. 


  He, who has 10 wives and families, came to me crying. 


  Well, I owed Orcman a favor for what he did. 


  So, I want to give him as much money as I can, but that's not what a friend is for. 


  Orcman is a fighting adventurer. 


  In truth, ogres are stronger than orcs, but because of his good ability to hunt orcs, he has been hunting them and has been able to take ten slave wives and make a living. 


  However, because of the truce with the demon tribe, it was decided that 'ogres cannot be hunted'. 


  So this was happening. 


  "That's unfortunate." 


  But that's not all. 


  "Not only can't hunt ogres, but can't hunt orcs anymore either, and now when I get into trouble with orcs, their higher species intervene... You see, it happened to me when I was hunting orcs the other day, an orc knight was trying to stop me, telling me to put away my weapon... and from that point on, I can't hunt orcs anymore because they're going to retreat to the demon kingdom. Well, the orc general came out and said to me, 'I'm sorry for all the trouble we've caused you, we're retreating to the demon kingdom and won't come to the human country again. You can rest assured...' So, now, I could only hunt goblins... Really... it's the end." 


  If that's the case, I, the dragon lord, want to train him to hunt wyverns. 


  But I can't do that. 


  Because the wyvern is like a servant to me now. 


  Besides, I myself can't hunt wyverns now because I'll remember Wagyan (Former Pet). 


  Really... I didn't know what to do for him. 


  "Orcman, I can't think of anything to do, can you give me some time to think of something?" 


  "Yeah, I'm sorry to be so unreasonable but there's nothing I can do. However, I still have enough money to live on for six months or so, please take your time and think about it" 


  "Yeah, I know." 


  But I'd better think of something before he depletes his savings. 


  * * *


  "Heheheh, Ceres-kun, that's so hilarious." 


  "Hahaha, Ceres, what are you thinking?" 


  "Upupu, Ceres-san, everyone, don't laugh." 


  "Ceres-chan, you are too oblivious." 


  """"..."""" 


  Shizuko-san, Haruka-san, Sayo-san, and Misaki-san started laughing when I told them about Orcman. 


  Haruka, in particular, is laughing with her stomach in her hands. 


  Even Lida, Princess Mariane, Cecilia, and Princess Frey look at me curiously. 


  "Please don't laugh at me, I'm just asking because I really don't know what to do..." 


  "Ceres-kun, don't forget your position." 


  My position? 


  "You didn't realize it? Then, I'll explain it to you." 


  Princess Mariane smiled and started to explain. 


  "Ceres-sama, it seems you are forgetting that you are Cecilia, Frey, and my husband. Besides, didn't you have the status of 'hero (Eiyuu)'? So, you can hire him, recommend him, or any other way you want..." 


  Even though she said that... but how do I do it? 


  "How do I actually do it?" 


  "The Empire is a meritocracy, but if Ceres-sama recommends him, he can be knighted... but beyond that, it depends on his ability," said Princess Frey. 


  "In the kingdom, a knighthood is possible. And since I'm still first in line for the throne, if you want, he could become a proper nobleman. However, he'd have to deal with a lot of socializing and obligations, so I think a knighthood, which is noble but doesn't involve too much responsibility, would be better responsibility," said Princess Mariane. 


  "As for the church, if he wants to be a holy knight, I can push him into it... but after that, he would have to study a lot of doctrines..." said Cecilia. 


  I've been thinking about it, three of my wives were powerful people in their countries, and two of them were princesses too. 


  Really, I forgot all about them. 


  "That's not all, Ceres, you're also the lord of Kohane, aren't you?" 


  "Yes, Ceres-kun, you're a lord even though you have your own deputy, so why don't you appoint him to any position you like?" 


  "That's right. Can't you just appoint him as your vassal and make him Kohane's knight, Ceres-san?" 


  "Indeed, that's a good idea. If Ceres-chan recommends him, it will be easy to find jobs for his wives in Kohane." 


  "I see... I'll talk to Orcman." 


  So, he can be either a knight in the kingdom, the empire, or the Holy Church, or he can be my vassal, or roughly like this... 


  * * *


  "So, how about this?" 


  I suggested to Orcman. 


  "Thank you, I'd really appreciate it... And as you can see I'm not very educated, so I'd like to be your vassal, or rather Ceres-sama's vassal. Besides, my wives are bored at home, so I'd really appreciate it." 


  "Okay, I'll take care of it then and we'll talk about it when we get there." 


  But then, Orcman seems to be thinking about something. 


  "Can I leave for three months?" 


  Why three months... 


  "I don't mind it, but why...?" 


  "Well... you know I have 10 wives now, right? I mean, if I go out to the countryside, there won't be any slave traders, so... maybe I want to have the last one..." 


  "You're amazing!" 


  I said out loud. 


  Ten wives are great, but eleven wife, how great is that? 


  "Because I'm Orcman! Until the end!" 


  * * *


  Three months later, having bought his eleventh slave, Orcman departed to Kohane in two horse-drawn carriages. 


  From the two carriages, Orcman, his wives, and children looked very happy as they waved to each other. 


  Good grief... Orcman, the man who lives in a slave harem... 


  I want to be a man like that someday, a man who can protect his family. 


  As I thought so, I saw Orcman's carriage off with a smile. 


  


  Chapter 93 Misunderstanding


  Main Character's POV


  "I am Ceres-sama's slave, and I will serve you for the rest of my life." 


  Until now, I'm still being stalked by the girl who was a dealer at the casino that night. 


  Her name is Sharon, blonde and gorgeous. 


  And today she comes to visit me in the morning. 


  But I don't want to have any more relationships with women. 


  Really, where is the Yellow Dragon's power of luck? 


  But I have an idea. 


  Is it because I thought... 'I want to be a man like that someday, a man who can protect his family'? 


  No way... I don't believe that... the current seven women are all I can handle. 


  Besides, a harem is usually out of the question. 


  In my case, it's because all of my wives are around 30 years old, know each other, and are close to each other. 


  To make a harem of complete strangers like in some novels, I have to be 'a guys like a hero in a novel or a manga'. 


  It sounds unpleasant, but as far as I know from books, most people who have harems have caused a big problem at least once. 


  Such as a certain Hero (Yuusha)... who got stabbed after getting involved in a harem dispute. 


  And so far as I know, the only one who is doing well in a harem is Orcman. 


  He can do it because he buys the 'unfortunate slaves' and makes them happy. 


  The proof is... his slaves are neither noble daughters nor elves. 


  They are all normal people. 


  This is bad... if I think Orcman is cool... I won't get more wives, right...? Maybe I'm overthinking this... 


  * * *


  But then, the dealer really comes here every day... 


  "Excuse me, Ceres-sama, why do you refuse her?" 


  "Mariane, I have 7 wives now and I can't take any more." 


  "Ceres-sama, you're getting weird because you're inspired by Orcman's way of life! Why does slave = marriage? She is saying 'I am Ceres-sama's slave, I will serve you for life'... I think she should be a servant," said Princess Mariane. 


  "Yes, yes, 'slaves are expendable' is one way of thinking... In the empire, it's abolished now, but not so long ago, there were slave fighters and they fought," said Princess Frey. 


  Speaking of which, Princess Mariane and Princess Frey have a good point. 


  Female slave = wife? 


  I had been mistaken... because I arranged wives from Orcman slave for the villages. 


  If this is the case, then I just have to accept her as a servant who will not betray me. 


  Still, should I take the dealer as a servant? 


  "I think she'd be fun to have around... And she is a dealer, I'm sure she'd know a lot about card games and other amusements." 


  "Yes, I'm sure she'll entertain us." 


  The two princesses then pushed me to talk to Shizuko and the other four, but I decided that it would be better to have a 'servant'... and so, I decided to accept her, since the person herself had volunteered to come. 


  * * *


  As usual, Sharon came to me in the morning. 


  "I am Ceres-sama's slave and I will serve you for the rest of my life." 


  "I've already lost... if you want to be a slave so badly, I've decided to accept you." 


  "Ceres-sama, thank you so much. I will serve you for the rest of my life." 


  Indeed, she has never said anything about marriage. 


  And now, I contacted the slave trader beforehand and asked him to come. 


  Still, hero (Eiryuu) have it easy in times like this, I just talk and they come fast. 


  "Yeah, I'm counting on you." 


  "Thank you very much." 


  In addition to the paperwork, Sharon also specified that she would like to have the slave's crest. 


  "So, Ceres-sama, a little blood, please." 


  I cut my fingertip a little to draw some blood and put it on a small plate offered by the slaver. 


  The slave trader then poured a special liquid over it and wrote a pattern on Sharon's back. 


  "I have engraved the slave's mark and Sharon is now officially yours." 


  I gave the slave trader two gold coins for the engraving of the slave' mark, plus the cost of the labor, and the slave trader thanked me and left. 


  "Ceres-sama, I am yours now. Whatever you wish." 


  "Well then, Sharon, from now on you will be Mariane's lady-in-waiting, and I'm not asking too much of you, just think of some amusement for everyone." 


  Although she is technically Mariane's lady-in-waiting, she is in fact everyone's lady-in-waiting. 


  Well, since most of them can do household chores, Sharon really only needs to think about entertainment... perhaps it's an easier job than she had expected. 


  "Excuse me, Ceres-sama, I'm..." 


  "Sharon-san, shall we go? 


  "Yes..." 


  Sharon went with Princess Mariane. 


  


  Chapter 94 The Sword Saint, Becomes a Vassal


  Main Character's POV


  I had completely forgotten about my environment. 


  Perhaps it is because the people around me are too unique, or perhaps I myself have been thinking out of the ordinary. 


  Why did I think 'slave = wife'? 


  Maybe because of Orcman's influence. 


  Usually 'slave = servant, labor' is correct. 


  There are many other misunderstandings. 


  * * *


  Right now, I invited Lida to go fishing again. 


  Since she became a sword saint, she has become more mature and feminine in many ways, but in the past, she used to hang out with the guys with me and Zect more often than not. 


  When it comes to Lida's favorite things, 'bug catching' and 'fishing' are the first things that come to mind. 


  But because we can't talk slowly while 'catching bugs' and I don't want to keep a beetle or something like that anymore. 


  It would be better to talk while 'fishing', where we can talk slowly with a line hanging down... and I can hear her true feelings in many ways. 


  "Hanging a line like this reminds me of the old days." 


  "Yeah, well... it's been a long time since I've fished, and I'm going to catch a bigger fish than Ceres!" 


  "I can't lose to you either." 


  I start to prepare for fishing with the fishhooks and nets I've prepared in advance. 


  If I catch a fish, I can eat grilled fish. 


  Lida is indeed pretty, but her character is a little strange. 


  She is not feminine, but not masculine either. 


  It is a little disappointing. 


  But only her childhood friends or people in her village know about her. 


  "Wow, a set of grilled fish... I'm (Boku) so happy!" 


  She said "I (Boku)"... 


  Lida changed her speech to 'I (Watashi)' when she got the sword saint job and became the center of attention. 


  She might be in a bit of distress, judging from the way she uses 'I (Boku)' in her speech. 


  Anyway, since we have just dropped a line, we will not catch any fish soon. 


  So, it's a good time to talk. 


  "So, Lida, have you decided what you want to do?" 


  "I haven't... all I've learned is how to use a sword. Even if I help my father, Kazuma, I break many plates... Well, I can cook something edible... but if I want to be a professional, I have to train for 5 years... " 


  That's true. It's a bit harsh to ask someone who's only ever wielded a sword to do something else now. 


  On second thought... maybe I should take Lida. 


  Not as a woman, but as a 'childhood friend' and 'best friend'. 


  "Lida... are you gonna stay with me until the day you die?" 


  "Umm, Ceres... Are you going to take me as your wife?" 


  She's blushing, but no. 


  "That's not quite right, Lida is my childhood friend, my best friend, my daughter... and if all you could do with a sword and nothing else, why not become my 'vassal'?" 


  After all, I'm the lord of Kohane. 


  I may appoint a deputy, but I'm still the lord. 


  So, I need a vassal. 


  And also, I forgot that my wife is a former saint (Cecilia) and a former sword saint (Princess Frey) as well as four S-class adventurers, but Mariane is a normal woman, and she should have a protector by her side. 


  "A vassal? Me? It's true that I'm a sword saint, but I can't kill monsters or people now... maybe." 


  "It doesn't matter, you probably won't have to fight, and if you do, at least you can use your sword to hold out until reinforcements arrive." 


  Even if her heart is weak, she can still use the sword. 


  Well, perhaps, it is dangerous... but when the time comes and she pulls out her sword, she can move her body. 


  Even if she is not confident, she will cut down 10 opposition members or even an ogre, regardless of her will. 


  And Lida could be a good luck charm. 


  Mariane too never goes to dangerous places, so Lida probably won't draw her sword. 


  A princess and a sword saint vassal... it's good for the reputation. 


  "I can do it, I can do it... if Ceres says so, I'll take the job." 


  "Then it's settled... from today Lida is my vassal... a knight of Kohane... with Mariane..." 


  The lord can appoint his own knights to serve him except for those given by the state, and since she is not a knight, she is treated as a vassal of the nobleman. 


  "I, Lida, will serve you with this sword for the rest of my life." 


  And I said... 


  "Lida, you're catching..." 


  "Oh, Ceres, this is a big one... a net, please." 


  "Okay." 


  A childhood friend and we know each other well... she is good for a vassal. 


  After that, we ate grilled fish and talked about the future. 


  


  Chapter 95 Eleven People


  Main Character's POV


  "Good morning, Ceres-sama! It's a nice morning, I'll do my best." 


  Lida is smiling at me. 


  Well, it's early in the morning. 


  Maybe she's going to start swinging again. 


  Last night, after much deliberation, she had become Frey's apprentice and had secured her position as a vassal. 


  However, Maria and Mel are in a bad mood because of it. 


  The two of them, who usually wake up slowly in the morning, were getting up at the same time I was getting up. 


  And their eyes were covered with dark circles. 


  "Umm, Ceres, can I talk to you for a minute? Why is Lida a vassal?" 


  "I don't understand it either?" 


  "Maria, Mel... Your face scares me. Maybe I can help you with some money then..." 


  "That's good to hear, but... why can't I be your vassal too? We've known each other for so long..." 


  "Compared to Lida, I've been working really hard, and it's not fair that I couldn't become a vassal." 


  I knew they would say that, but I didn't expect this the next day. 


  "So, what do you two want?" 


  "Umm... in that case, I'd like to live with you, too, as a vassal." 


  "Me, too. Can't you do something about that?" 


  I don't have a choice. 


  "You really want to do that? If so, that's fine, but Lida is now under Frey's tutelage, and once she gets used to that life, she'll learn how to use the great sword from Misaki, and finally, the thin sword from Haruka... and her job will become Mariane's guard... Well, it won't involve much fighting, but if something happens, she'll use the sword... Can you live the same life?" 


  ""Ehhhh..."" 


  They're starting to get a little timid. 


  Lida certainly didn't work hard. 


  But she was determined to do her best because there was nothing left to do. 


  Now my relationship with Lida and I are not a man-woman relationship, but a 'former best friend' relationship. 


  The proof of this is that she refers to herself as 'I (Boku)' without pretense. 


  Can they do that? 


  "If Maria and Mel want to be my vassals, that's fine. We've known each other a long time, and I'll make you a Kohane knight right away! But if you choose that, Maria will become a healer with Cecilia and Shizuko-san, and Mel will work in the office with Mariane and Sayo, is that all right with you? And perhaps after a while, we'll leave the capital and live in Kohane or Jimna village... Wouldn't it be better to be independent and have more freedom?" 


  "It's true, living in the capital might be more fun, but I'd rather be with Ceres... I will really work hard from now on, so can I ask you to become your 'vassal'?" 


  "I'll work hard in the office, too, but I'll start from the beginning... can you help me?" 


  "Okay... I'll think about you as a 'vassal' then." 


  After that, Shizuko-san and the others told me I was being naive... but perhaps this was fate. 


  Orcman has 11 wives. 


  I have 4 wives plus 3 for a total of 7... plus one for a total of 8. 


  Add the three of them and I have 11. 


  Not entirely wife... but 11, I remember that number. 


  'Ten wives are great, but eleven wives, how great is that?' 


  'I want to be a man like that someday, a man who can protect his family.' 


  That's what I thought before. 


  I think it's probably having an effect on me. 


  Still, is it really luck from the power of the yellow dragon that what I wish for comes true? 


  After all, if it's luck. 


  I think it's very bad 'luck'. 


  More importantly, I just want to live an ordinary life. 


  And I hope that tomorrow will be an ordinary and happy day. 


  Will this wish come true? 


  I hope so. 


  


  Chapter 96 To Kohane


  Main Character's POV


  In the end, both Maria and Mel have become my vassals, so there is no point in staying in the capital anymore. 


  Then what do I do now? 


  The truce with the demons has been made, so there is no need to fight. 


  Kazuma's restaurant seems to be prospering... and this place is getting smaller. 


  Maybe it's time to move out of where I live now? 


  But what am I going to do? 


  Do I go to the Kohane territory that was given to me? 


  Or do I go back to Jimna...? 


  "It's getting too small here, and it doesn't seem to make sense to stay in the capital, so I'm thinking of going to Kohane or Jimna village... What do you think?" 


  "Ceres-kun, there is only one small house in Jimna village, so why don't we stop by for fun and go to Kohane from there?" said Shizuko. 


  "Ceres, Kohane is a tourist place and it looks like a lot of fun... I agree with Shizuko," said Haruka. 


  "Mmm, I'm a stay-at-home kind of girl, so I'll leave it to the others," said Sayo. 


  "I'll leave the decision to Ceres-chan," said Misaki. 


  "If I may, I'd like to see Ceres-sama's hometown too, and Kohane is a nice place, so I'm fine with that," said Mariane. 


  "I feel the same way," said Cecilia. 


  "Me too, that's fine with me," said Frey. 


  "Then let's go to Jimna village and then to Kohane, is that OK with you, Lida, Maria, Mel, and Sharon?" 


  "I'm okay with that," said Lida. 


  "I'm fine with that," said Maria. 


  "I'll leave everything to Ceres-sama," said Mel. 


  "I'll entrust it to Ceres-sama," said Sharon.


  Anyway, I have to be very careful in this area. 


  Most of the decisions are made by the wives... Lida, Maria, and Mel are the family members. 


  And Sharon is a slave and a maid. 


  I have to draw a line between them. 


  I could just fly away with 'Dragon Wing'... but that's not going to happen. 


  * * *


  In the end, I gave the house in the capital to Kazuma-niisan. 


  It may be too small for this many people, but it's quite spacious for Kazuma-niisan and Mary-san. 


  Maybe I can give it to them as last support since there is a possibility that I will not come to the capital. 


  "Ceres, you're a really good guy... You've really helped me out to the end, please take care of Haruka for me." 


  "Leave Kazuma-san to me." 


  "I'll be back, Kazuma-niisan." 


  It's not goodbye... but 'I'll be back.' And that's good enough. 


  Anyway, I can easily fly over here by myself with 'Dragon Wing.' 


  * * *


  We were going to get a carriage and leave... but I'm a Dragon Lord. 


  So, just a short distance from the capital, I shouted a light roar at the sky. 


  "Ceres-kun... that's..." 


  "Now, now, just watch..." 


  At the sound of my voice, many sky dragons descended from the sky. 


  "Ceres-kun, that many sky dragons, get down!" 


  "Ceres... we gotta get out of here." 


  "Don't worry... they're good kids." 


  """""""""""Eh""""""""""" 


  "These kids said we can ride on top of them." 


  Even though they were shocked about the dragons' appearance, they decided to ride on the backs of the four sky dragons, and then the dragons took off. 


  "First, we'll go to Jimna village..." 


  And so we rode off from the capital. 


 
  


  Chapter 97 Jimna Village?


 
  Main Character's POV


  "I-Is this Jimna Village...?" 


  It's strange, it's been so long since I've seen my hometown... But now, it's surrounded by tall bricks... It looks like a solid town... or a fortress city, I should say. 


  And at the entrance, there were eight soldiers and a big gate. 


  "Ceres-kun... I think we made a mistake." 


  "No, Shizuko, I'm sure, I've been watching from the sky until we came here, the forest around us is the same, and I know the way from where we landed to here. Isn't that right Ceres?" 


  "Yes, I'm sure." 


  I told Shizuko and Haruka. 


  This is definitely Jimna village. 


  Now, we were all walking to the gate. 


  "Welcome! This is Hero (Eiyuu) Ceres's Town! Welcome to Jimna town... A-Aren't you the hero Ceres-sama?" 


  "Ceres... isn't it Ceres?" 


  "It's definitely Ceres... He's grown up, he looks great..." 


  "This is the hero (Eiyuu) Ceres-sama... I've been admiring him for a long time~..." 


  "Ah... My mother knows Ceres-sama..." 


  On our arrival, many people gathered there. 


  And it's amazing, there are probably close to 200 people gathered here. 


  "Everyone... don't be so impatient, you'll get our hero in trouble... the gatekeeper there, you need to be firm at times like this." 


  "Pardon me." 


  Still, even though it's been so long, it hasn't been that long, right...? 


  "Village Head Najim, it's been a long time." 


  "It's a little embarrassing to hear you say that Ceres... I'm not the village head anymore... but the mayor of the town... so, what are you going to do now? Do you want to go to the new house I built for you when you come, Ceres? Or do you want to go to my house?" 


  How very kind of him to give me a home in case we come back. 


  "Well, it's been a long time, may we visit the mayor's house first?" 


  "Ceres is like my grandson, and I have a wife... you are welcome." 


  """""""""""Please take care of us.""""""""""" 


  "Still, you are a true hero... You have 11 wives..." 


  "No. Lida, Maria, and Mel are my vassals, and Sharon-san is my servant." 


  "I see, I see, but seven of them are your wives...? Huhhhh?" 


  Why is he so surprised? 


  "Why are you so surprised?" 


  "I'd forgotten, Ceres... your wives, aren't they princesses? Princess Mariane, Princess Frey, and even the saint Cecilia-sama?" 


  Mayor Najim suddenly tried to kneel down. 


  "Mayor Najim, please don't do that..." 


  When he knelt down, everyone in the place did the same thing. 


  "But Ceres, or Ceres-sama, two royalty and a candidate for the next pope... I feel like I'm going to collapse." 


  "It's a pleasure to meet you, Najim-sama. It is true that I am a princess, but Najim-sama is like Ceres-sama's grandfather! Please feel free to talk freely with me except on official occasions." 


  "Yeah, yeah, I'm not like Mariane, and I'm even blunter, so you can call me Frey... or Frey-chan..." 


  "That's right... if you're like my grandfather, then call me Cecilia!" 


  "Ce-Ce-Ceres..." 


  "Um... Mayor Najim... Do you forget? Ceres-chan is a hero (Eiyuu), even more so than his three wives," said Misaki. 


  "Hmm? Najim-sama, did you forget?" said Mariane. 


  "That’s right, Mayor, no, Najim-sama," said Frey. 


  "I agree too," said Cecilia. 


  "Hahaha, I forgot all about it, Ceres-sama," said Mayor Najim. 


  "Mayor Najim, can you stop...? I secretly thought you were my grandfather... So, don't address him like that..." said Misaki. 


  "Ce-Ce-Ceres-sama," said Mayor Najim. 


  "Ce-re-s," said Misaki. 


  "Ceres..." said Mayor Najim. 


  "That’s good... And really stop it, Najim-sama," said Mariane. 


  "That's… indeed... Adding 'sama' to Ceres makes me sound like a stranger... so, I'll tell the old people in this village to talk to him freely." 


  "Thank you, Najim-sama," said Mariane. 


  "And now, this is the Ceres Bridge... By the way, they sell Ceres Manju there." 


  "Hahaha, it's kind of embarrassing." 


  It's embarrassing to see something with my name on it. 


  "By the way... this is our token of appreciation... it's 'Fountain of Hero'... This is the most popular one, and there is a big statue of yours next to it, Ceres." 


  The size of the statue he mentioned... In my previous life, it was about 10 m (32 ft) tall. 


  Such a big thing... must have been very hard to make. 


  But it's embarrassing... 


  "It's amazing..." 


  """"""""""It's really amazing.""""""""""" 


  "At first it was life-size, but Shuuto said he wanted to make it bigger, so we changed it about 4 times... now it's that big..." 


  There's even a person tossing coins into a side fountain backward. 


  This is... no longer the Jimna village I knew. 


  "Why Uncle Shuuto...?" 


  "Ah, to Shuuto, you're like an old friend... And this is his way of saying thank you." 


  By the way, Uncle Kaito has proposed an adventurer's guild for me. 


  It's a little bit embarrassing... 


  "Well, here we are. This is my home now." 


  Wow... isn't this a nobleman's house? 


  "It's amazing..." 


  "No... it's you who's great." 


  I have no idea what happened to the village while I was gone. 


  


  Chapter 98 Maria's Return Home


  Maria's POV


  "How's your business?" 


  "Well, Maria it's been a long time, you've grown up a lot..." 


  While Ceres and the others were talking with the village head, no, the mayor, Mel, and I decided to take some time to go and see my papa. 


  I invited Mama to join us... but she firmly refused. 


  Well, it's more fun to be with her new husband. 


  "May I ask who are you? You seem to be very friendly with my husband." 


  "My husband?" 


  "Hahaha, Maria, your Papa remarried, and this is Charlotte, my new wife." 


  "Is that so? Well, my name is Maria. Nice to meet you." 


  "I see, you're his daughter, it's pleasure to meet you." 


  Is my Papa (Shuuto) a lolicon? 


  After all, she looks about the same age as me. 


  If I'm not mistaken, she's even younger than me. 


  No wonder he gave up Mama so easily. 


  "Please take care of me." 


  "Well, I'll go make you some tea. Take your time." 


  "Papa, do you know how to make tea?" 


  "Well, Charlotte wanted some so I learned it desperately. Then, please wait for me to make you a nice cup of tea." 


  "I see." 


  "It turned out pretty good." 


  Papa makes tea... that Papa? 


  The same Papa who's so lazy he doesn't even want to work in the store. 


  "Here you go, I baked some cookies for you to eat too." 


  Papa bakes cookies? I don't believe it... 


  "It's delicious..." 


  "I've been making a lot of mistakes, but lately I'm finally getting good at baking." 


  "But... Papa, is work going well?" 


  "It's quite good... I made a convenience store that Ceres taught me how to make and at first I worked very hard, but Charlotte taught me how to run a business and I've hired people to run it. So, now, I'm just visiting... and I've opened more stores and it's doing well." 


  "Really? Papa and Charlotte-san must have worked very hard." 


  "Well... it's been a lot of hard work, but we've made it this far." 


  But the more I look, the younger Charlotte-san is. 


  Although, I didn't like the idea of Mama and Ceres being together... 


  Why do I get chills when I see Papa and Charlotte-san in a relationship...? 


  I don't know... I feel something strange when I see them. 


  The lazy Papa is working hard and seems to be happily married... 


  Well, he's a lolicon, but... 


  I feel different from Ceres and Mama. 


  For some reason... I don't want to be here. 


  I don't know why... I feel like I'm not welcome here. 


  "You've never spoken to me before, even though we're parent and child." 


  "Well, it's been a long time since I've been home, so I'm deeply moved..." 


  "I can imagine, as a person who missed their hometown, I envy you... This town is like a hometown to you now." 


  What's wrong with me? 


  "It's a nice town." 


  "It really is." 


  I see.. what trouble me is, Charlotte-san... she looks just like me. 


  That's why it's so gross... that's what I thought. 


  "Well, I'd better return to Ceres." 


  "It's been a while since you've been here. You could take a little more time." 


  "Yes, this is Maria-san's home too, and I'm your stepmother, so you're welcome to stay here." 


  "but I'm Ceres's vassal now. I can't stay here too long." 


  "If that's the case, I don't blame you." 


  "Please come again." 


  With a new house and no room for me, there is no place for me here. 


  "Then, I'll be back." 


  With these words, I left my former house. 


  


  Chapter 99 Mel's Return Home


  Mel's POV


  Mayor Najim told me that my father became a master of the Adventurers' Guild. 


  But that rough father? 


  Anyway, I need to go to the Adventurers' Guild. 


  "Welcome to the Adventurers' Guild!" 


  "Father... what do you do?" 


  "Oh, if it isn't Mel? It's been a long time! How are you?" 


  What's going on? 


  My father was a little rough around the edges, but he wasn't this muscle-bound guy. 


  He used to be a farmer, not an adventurer or a mercenary... but he looks like an adventurer to me now. 


  "You look so different father, what happened to you?" 


  "Well, when Ceres came back, I wanted to start an adventurer's guild to make things easier for him... and my wife told me to get in shape... and here I am now... a D adventurer... even though I'm not as good as you. But it's better than before." 


  "Your wife?" 


  Don't tell me, it's the girl my age standing right here beside me...? 


  "Nice to meet you, my name's Eleanor... but I guess I'll be your stepmother?" 


  "Is she... my stepmother?" 


  "Well, I'm doing what I do and I'm married to a guild member, so I guess that makes her your stepmother." 


  Wait... what's this? Ceres and my mother are all right... but a girl younger than his daughter... nope, seriously, that's just gross. 


  I can't forgive lolicon... I mean, Eleanor-san, she looks a lot like me... we could be sisters... 


  Somehow, I think I'm starting to get cold sores. 


  "Nice to meet you, my name is Mel... please take care of me..." 


  "My pleasure." 


  But this guild is pretty big. 


  It's quite spacious with a tavern attached. 


  "Still, it's quite a big guild." 


  "Well, I was fine with a small guild, but when I talked to the mayor and revitalized the town, the population suddenly grew... a small guild of fewer than 30 people is now this..." 


  It's still pretty big though... this place. 


  "Then, what did you do now?" 


  "I'll explain... the mayor, who thought about our case, introduced a new system: 'For experts only if they promise to live in the village for 10 years, we'll give them 3 gold coins to buy a slave on the assumption that they'll marry them as a bride.'" 


  "That means if someone is a veteran adventurer, he/she can get a slave as a wife if the slave will be exclusive to this village?" 


  "Yes, of course, not only adventurers but also craftsmen and all other veterans are eligible... And if a person lives in this village (town) permanently, he/she will receive a newly built house... isn't that great? " 


  That's great, but... why? 


  "That's great, but won't the town lose money by doing something stupid like that?" 


  "Well... the mayor talked to Ceres about it, and the mayor told me that he had been hearing about it from Ceres for a long time, that it would start out in the red... but that it would definitely make the village prosper... Ceres is amazing... It's actually going to be this good." 


  I have no idea... although I'm a Sage, I've never heard of such a method. 


  "That's great... indeed" 


  But... perhaps that's why. 


  Because every man and woman, every veteran can buy a slave for free... 


  Maybe that's why so many of the couples in this town are lolicon or shotacon? 


  "Right? Now that we have more young people, the town has grown so big." 


  "That's true, it's really great." 


  And my father, who used to be so violent, has become a real human being. 


  He used to yell at me and my mother no matter how hard we tried, and he used to be stubborn and unaccepting... but now he's talking cheerfully to me as a Guildmaster 


  But... it's frustrating... 


  My father who couldn't be changed even by his own family... smiles this kind smile. 


  "Well, you could take your time. I'm taking the rest of the day off." 


  "I'm Ceres' vassal now. I'd better get back... And it's good to see you happy... Well then, take care of my father, Eleanor-san" 


  "Yeah, I'll take care of him." 


  After that, I left the guild. 


  I can't stay in a house for too long... After all, it's more like a 'newlywed's house' than a family home. 


  Besides, my father has become a much better person... but seeing him flirting with a wife who looks like me... it's disgusting to watch. 


  Anyway, I shouldn't think about it, but... 'did my father look at me like that too?' 


  I hope not, but I can't help but think about it. 


  Really, I don't want to go there anymore. 


  And... the town is full of lolicon and shotacon. 


  It's a little... gross. 


  


  Chapter 100 Hometown Story


  Main Character's POV


  "So... this is the town where Ceres-sama was born, huh?" said Mariane. 


  "It's a very open town," said Frey


  "I didn't expect such a town to exist," said Cecilia.


  Neither did I? 


  After all, it was still a village when I was growing up. 


  Besides, nowadays people don't know if Jimna is a town (町) or a city (街). 


  They say that Jimna is developed as a 'city (街)' now because of its commercial district. 


  On the other hand, the number of houses and residential areas is increasing, so it can be called a 'town (町)'. 


  Therefore, both 'Jimna-Cho (town/町)' and 'Jimna-gai (city/街)' is correct. 


  However, due to its rapid growth, some people still call it 'Jimna village (ジムナ村)' or 'village (村)'. 


  Even the mayor sometimes says 'Jimna village (ジムナ村)' or 'village (村)', so it can't be helped. 


  "When I lived here, it was just an ordinary village, but it seems to have developed a lot." 


  Today, I take a walk with Mariane, Cecilia, and Fray, as Shizuko and the others are very considerate. 


  Well, Shizuko and the others are going to talk to Mayor Najim some more. 


  "But it's amazing... There's the Fountain of Heroes in Ceres Square, Ceres Bridge, Ceres Square... and the statue of Ceres... so many things have the name Ceres-sama on them... " said Mariane. 


  "It's really amazing... no one else has their name to be associated with a place like this," said Frey. 


  "I really think so, it's a different kind of saint," said Cecilia. 


  But I didn't do much. 


  I just send money to the village... 


  And Mayor Najim said to me... 


  'It's time to stop sending money to the village... we've all been fattened up enough... we owe you so much that we won't be able to repay you for the rest of our lives.' 


  That's what he told me. 


  It seems that the Lord, the church, and even the country are now supporting this town. 


  This means there is nothing left for me to do in this village, or rather town. 


  Still, it makes me so sad. 


  My name is everywhere but this is not the Jimna I know. 


  "I didn't do much I just worked a little bit harder to send money." 


  That's really all I did. 


  "No, that's not true," said Mariane. 


  "Yeah, yeah," said Frey. 


  "Umm... you see, people are looking at you this way," said Cecilia. 


  Well... the village may have changed, but it's still the same... 


  "Ceres-kun, although it's hard to talk to you in the company of the princesses, would you like to have a drink with me this evening? Also, I brought a lot of rice balls that Ceres-kun suggested..." said Shuuto. 


  "Uncle Shuuto!" 


  "Hey, hey, if it's drinking you want, come to our guild's tavern and we'll drink and eat as much as you want," said Kaito. 


  "I don't like to show my face but thank you for the care..." said Sector. 


  "Uncle Kaito, Uncle Sector." 


  "Ceres-sama, who are they?" said Mariane. 


  "They seem very friendly..." said Frey. 


  "Are they your relatives?" said Cecilia. 


  Maybe I should say something... 


  "They're my wife's ex-husband... well, they're like a best friend... and most of all, they are like a father to me." 


  """Ceres (Ceres-kun)""" 


  "It's pleasure to meet you, my name is Mariane, Ceres-sama's new wife." 


  "I'm Frey... You should know me from the Adventurers' Guild." 


  "I'm Cecilia as well, nice to meet you." 


  The three uncles are embarrassed to be greeted by two princesses and a former saint, but... 


  Aren't they forgetting that their sons and daughters are ex-saints too? 


  Anyway, the atmosphere has changed completely... and there is no trace of the past... 


  But I know a lot of people. 


  I know that uncle, that aunt, everyone. 


  Hey... isn't this the Jimna Village I know? 


  It made me say... 


  "I'm hooome!" 


  """Welcome home, Ceres (Ceres-kun).""" 


  After all, this is my hometown. 


  

OEBPS/Images/The-Hero-Took-Everything-from-Me-So-I-Partied-with-the-Heros-Mother.jpg





