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  Chapter 1: Library


  Character Name:
 『Kaga Michio』


  Current Levels & Equipment:
 Adventurer Lv.41
 Hero Lv.49
 Mage Lv.37
 Wizard Lv.52
 Priest Lv.39


  Equipment:
 Sacred Spear
 Alma
 Hardened Leather Helmet
 Hardened Leather Gloves
 Dragon Leather Boots
 Earring of Offerings


  We had come to report the results of our investigation to Grandma. By Grandma, I mean the elder of the elven clan that Rutina, our newest companion, belongs to. As expected of an aristocratic family they seem to have such a position as an elder, but I don’t know if it’s because they’re some kind of special aristocrats or because all the members of the upper class of society have something like that.


  It was wonderful to be able to add such a beautiful aristocratic lady like Rutina to my harem, but I feel like it might be a bit of a hassle in that it also comes with some annoying ties like that. Then again, that’s how bothersome it might be to actually be an aristocrat.


  In any case, it’s not like I can just deal with her myself, and that’s why I have Rutina with me. Well, it’s not like I have to support her in everything she does, and so far at least she has not been a hindrance.


   


  Basically, our relationship can be summed up as one based on some kind of mutual aid or favors. She seems to want to help Rutina, who was on the verge of losing her place as the possible heiress to the clan after she became my slave as a consequence of her father slacking off with his duties of the Labyrinths subjugation, so I don’t think it’s going to be a bad thing for us. As long as she doesn’t suddenly come to the conclusion that she has to get rid of me in order to help Rutina, that is.


  Basically, she’s all about just helping Rutina now that she stumbled a bit on her life’s path, and I don’t see it as a bad thing. It might even be a blessing in disguise. If she doesn’t interfere in our lives too much, I just need to go along with helping her from time to time for a while. However, if she does end up interfering with us too much, I’ll have no choice but to cut my connections to her.


  That, or we might just run away as far as possible so that she won’t ever find us.


  「Unfortunately, it seems that two of the stopovers on the way to Grineer have been abandoned, and the third one is probably abandoned as well. 」 Rutina reported to Grandma.


  The thing that Grandma wanted her to do was to go to a place called Grineer and see if she could obtain any information about what happened to it. As for the request itself, it ended up in a failure, since we couldn’t reach our ultimate destination of Grineer, but we concluded that it should be enough to just report about the stopovers.


  「Is that so? Was it impossible after all? 」


  Apparently, Runina’s grandmother also knew that she was asking for the impossible.


  「Yes. It seems there’s nothing more that can be done about this matter. 」


  「I thought that you would be able to reach it since you are such a good Adventurer, but I guess it was too demanding of a task even for someone like you. 」


  It should be more than enough for you to know that you won’t be able to reach Grineer, Grandma.


  「There’s nothing more we can do about it, grandmother. 」


  「Yes, I guess it was impossible for you guys after all. 」


  Say whatever you want, but you really asked us for the impossible.


  「Yes, it was impossible. 」


  Rutina was also putting a strong emphasis on the word 「impossible」. That’s right, Rutina, you tell her!


  「It’s a shame, truly. I thought you were a capable Adventurer. 」


  「No matter how good of an Adventurer someone might be, the impossible is still impossible. Your judgment of the whole situation was wrong. 」


  That’s right! That’s the spirit! Maybe you could also tell her that she’s senile already? In fact, she looks senile, so it wouldn’t be an offense, but stating a simple fact!


  「Hmph. It’s still ten years too early for me to be considered senile, girl. 」 the old lady retorted harshly.


  As for me, I haven’t said anything yet. It was not the time for me to speak just yet, or at least that’s what I was telling to myself.


  Rather, Grandma really said such a cliched line about it being 10 years too early for her to be considered senile, huh? Doesn’t that prove just how senile she really is, though? Or maybe that is her roundabout way of saying that she is going to be the head of the clan for another 10 years? Please spare me that scenario. Please.


  「No, grandmother. I didn’t call you senile. I just said that you made a mistake in your judgment. 」
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  What Rutina said was harsh, but she was essentially right. After all, it’s not a rule that you can make mistakes in judgment only if you’re senile. We all make mistakes, even if we are perfectly calm or of sound mind. Still… she is an old lady, so while it’s not like she couldn’t make a mistake in judgment regarding us, she could definitely do much better than assuming that we’d be able to fulfill her request just because of my reputation.


  「I know, but it still sounds inappropriate coming from a girl whose family has a bit of a reputation for having poor judgment in important matters, don’t you think? 」


  Rutina is the daughter of Count of Selmar, who had been slacking off with his duty of the Labyrinth subjugation – for which he was punished.


  「What I think is that this report is now over. Let’s go home. 」 said Rutina as she ended her conversation with her grandma and turned back to face me.


  She must have thought that her parents have nothing to do with this, and was displeased with her grandmother bringing it up. However, in this world, and especially in aristocratic society, it cannot be said that the failures and misgivings of the parents won’t have an impact on their child’s social standing. In such a dog eat dog world, the sins of the parents will often have to be repaid by the children. As the old saying goes: 「The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge. 」.


  However, it is because the Earl of Selmar was slacking off on the duty of Labyrinth subjugation that Rutina came to me as my slave when the whole raid on his home was over, so I can’t really say anything about it. Yeah, no comment.


  As Rutina was about to leave, grandma stopped her by saying,「Oh, that’s right. Before I forget, allow me to give you permission to enter the library in the annex building. 」


  「A library? 」I asked.


  Rutina seemed to want to go home already, but I didn’t know if it was okay, so I asked that instead.


  「Yes. It is an archive for information about the Labyrinths located in the areas our clan has influence over. If you research them there, it might prove useful in your future forays into the Labyrinths. 」


  「I see. 」
 Information is important, especially in this world where there is no internet, so you can’t just research the things that interest you online. The Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge also has a reference room, but it’s probably the same thing as a library – just named differently.


  「You are a disappointing Adventurer who couldn’t even reach Grineer, but it would be remiss of me if I let you go without giving you any reward for your troubles, so you can consider it as a favor from me towards your betterment. 」


  「Rutina, we are going back home. 」


  This old hag was really rude with her comment just now. It was stupid of me to react to her at all.


  「Yes. Let’s go home. 」 Rutina said as she opened the door and tried to leave the old hag’s room…


  「Hey, Ryuuto. 」


  「Yes, Milady? 」


  「I’m giving these two permission to enter the library from now on. Take them to the annex. 」


  「Understood. 」


  … but she gave instructions to the man outside the room without paying heed to us. Looks like she was really insistent about giving us the right to enter the library.


  「Even if it ended in failure, it was still a request I made of you. I believe that even a worthless Adventurer like you should be able to go in and out of the library, and since your little expedition wasn’t a complete waste of time and you worked hard for it, then this much should be fine. But only a little. 」


  「O…. kay? 」


  

  * * *


  That was an awful lot to say. Well, I’ve been pretending to work hard to get to all those faraway places when in reality I was using 「Warp」to travel around much more quickly and conveniently, but it’s not something that I should be saying around others.


  「Rutina, do you think this guy will get the right to have his own peerage in the future? 」


  「Yes. Of course.」 she replied.


  「If that’s the case, then we should make the most of it while we still have the chance… but that is something that can wait for some other time in the future, since there are no signs it’s going to happen anytime soon… For the time being, you can still enter the Labyrinth of Nesco, or if you want to move to a different Labyrinth, you can move there. Do as you like. I’m not going to stop you. 」


  While saying something about how matters can wait until the future, the old hag also gave me permission to enter a different Labyrinth if I wanted. The Labyrinth of Nesco is the one that the old hag asked us to enter first; but if she really thinks that me getting some achievements and making a name for myself is a matter of the distant future, then it should be fine to tell her that for the time being I’d like to keep on exploring the Labyrinth of Nesco.


  Unless all of that was just a sarcastic remark, of course.


  「There’s another member of our Party who is researching information about the Labyrinths for me. Can we take her to the library as well? 」


  「Do as you like. 」


  「Okay. 」


  It seems we can bring Sherry with us as well. In my Party, we leave the gathering of all the information related to the Labyrinths to Sherry. If Rutina and I had been told that it was okay for only the two of us to go into the library and look things up, it would have been a complete disaster, since I cannot read the writing of this world at all. But since the old hag said that it’s okay to bring Sherry with us, we can just leave everything to her, as always.


  「Understood. 」


  「I’ll be counting on you in the future then. Well? What are you still standing around here for? Hurry up and get a move on already! 」


  She really likes to comment on every little thing, does she?


  「Then, this way, please. 」


  「Thank you. 」


  We were then led out of the room by the person standing outside. The annex that the old hag was talking about really seemed to be a separate building from her mansion. After going outside, we entered a different building. Well, maybe they’re actually connected inside; but for the time being, we were shown to a different entrance.


  The inside of the annex looked like a large bookstore or a typical fantasy-world library. It had two floors, and both the first and second one looked like they were filled with all kinds of different books and documents. There were tables and chairs at the front of the first floor where you could sit and read, as well. This really was similar to a reference room of the Imperial Liberation Society.


  「The walls on this side are not made with shielding cement. You have received permission from Milady to enter this place, so feel free to use it at any time you see fit. There is nothing here that requires any kind of special secrecy; but if at all possible, we would ask you to please refrain from bringing any third parties other than your own Party Members here. 」


  In other words, there is information that requires secrecy, but it is probably stored somewhere else. Although apparently only those with permission can enter this library, is it still one meant for general use? Maybe there is yet another floor above or below with the special documents and books. Perhaps such things are given to the interested parties directly by the old hag herself?


  「I understand. 」


  「Thank you for your understanding. 」


  「Of course. Shall we go back for now, Rutina? 」


  「Yes, let’s. 」


  The person who guided us left, so we decided to go back home as well. After all, I can’t get anything started without showing the documents related to the Labyrinths to Sherry.


  「Welcome back, master. 」 said Roxanne in greeting as we entered the house.


  「Yes, I’m back. Is Sherry here? 」


  「Yes, I am here. What is it, master? 」


  「A high-ranking member of Rutina’s family has given me the right to access the library at her mansion where all the information about the Labyrinths available to Rutina’s family is stored. I’d like you to go there with me, so are you free to do so right now? 」


  「Yes. I will be ready in a moment, so just give me a minute. 」 Sherry said as she left the room. She’s probably going to get some memo paper or a pen for making notes or something.


  What should I do in the meantime? Of course, there can be only one answer to that.


  「Rutina, do you want me to put your equipment on for you? 」


  「Y-Yes, I do. 」


  「Uh-huh, sure. 」


  I like to do this whenever I get the chance… no. This is a precious piece of Rutina’s equipment, so not wearing it whenever she can would be a huge waste. She should be wearing it anytime, anywhere, and at all times.


  It’s a piece of equipment that the old hag gave her, but it’s surprisingly useful. Just having this equipment on will help her to withstand any kind of attack the monsters in the Labyrinths might throw at her. I put this wonderful piece of equipment on Rutina. It’s equipment that will be in direct contact with Rutina’s skin, and that’s why I have to put it on gently, carefully, with my own hands.


  I put the necklace around Rutina’s neck, let it fall over her clothes, and then I plunged both of my hands into the depths of her clothes and groped her breasts. This feels good. Their sensation is irresistible. I gently wrap my arms around the smooth, lush mountain range and aim for its peaks.


  I don’t put the clip on them right away, since I don’t want to neglect my warm-ups. I rubbed the peaks of Rutina’s breasts gently with the tips of my fingers, preparing them for what was about to come.


  「… Ah! 」


  When she started to let out soft sighs, I knew she was fully prepared. I covered her lips with my own to prevent her sweet breath from escaping her throat, and prepared her for the shock of putting the clips on. I entangled my tongue with hers to release her from the tension. My tongue, fingers, and palms worked together as I put the clips on her peaks for her. The sweet shock she felt at the moment the equipment connected with her skin was transmitted to me through Rutina’s tongue.


  「Sorry to keep you waiting, master! 」


  Oops! We were just getting to the best part, but then Sherry came back and interrupted us.


  No, no. Hold up, Michio! You need to endure the desire for now! I will be able to enjoy the sensation of Rutina as much as I want tonight, or whenever I want. But then… Why wait for tonight? Why not do it right now…?


  No, no. Tonight – you need to be patient and wait for tonight. Unless I hold myself back with these words, there will be no end to the temptation! So I need to hold myself back from embracing Rutina! Endure the unendurable and bear the unbearable! Only then will you be able to bring peace to yourself!


  「Well, shall we go now? But before we go… 」


  I pulled Vesta close to myself… and we kissed. I somehow felt like Sherry looked apologetic for coming back at such a moment and interrupting my fun (fantasy), and I got the feeling that Roxanne looked envious (wishful thinking). I think that the suffering I will have to endure from now on will be extraordinary, and I think that the members of my harem realize it as well.


  「I think we will be fine. 」


  「Yes, desu! 」


  「Okay, let’s go after we’ve made sure we’re properly prepared. 」


  「Yes. As expected of my master. 」


  I kissed Vesta, then Miria, then Sherry, and then Roxanne, one by one. I feel so lucky, being able to experience such bliss. After kissing the girls, we went to the old hag’s library.


  

  * * *


  The library was as empty as the first time we came here. It had been cleaned and organized, but it probably wasn’t used that often. Well, it’s not something I would use all that often myself, so I can understand it.


  That, or maybe there really is another important room filled with classified documents somewhere else, and this one is just a façade meant to keep the prying eyes off the really important stuff? In that case, the people who might need access to them would go there and wouldn’t even bother to come here.


  Hmm… is that really what this is about? Well, it’s the old hag we’re talking about, so it might not be out of the question. I can totally see her doing something like that.


  「For now, just take a quick look around. If it turns out that you’d need to examine something more thoroughly, we can always make time to come here again later. 」


  「I understand, master. 」


  「In the first place, we don’t know if there is any information that needs to be examined here, so maybe we should focus on looking into something like that for today. 」


  「Yes, I think that’d be the best approach as well. 」


  After saying this, Sherry started searching through the documents. Roxanne, Miria, Vesta, and Rutina were also looking at the documents in the different sections of the library, but to be honest, I am not expecting all that much here.


  No, it’s not that. Actually, in Roxanne’s case, it would be bad if she were to find some documents about a Labyrinths, because if there was information about how to conquer the Labyrinths more efficiently, Roxanne would definitely memorize it all and use it to quicken our exploration pace even more than she already does.


  In fact, I suspect that she has all the information about how to conquer the Labyrinth of Nesco, which is the one we have been going to a lot recently, memorized in her head… no, scratch that. It’s more like a certainty than a suspicion at this point. This has to be the case, considering how far up she managed to guide us during our exploration of the Labyrinth of Nesco thus far. She wouldn’t be able to do that if she didn’t remember all the information about it, right?


  Either way, this means that I can’t allow us to enter the Labyrinth of Nesco anymore, because Roxanne will definitely take us even further up. I need to find another Labyrinth for us to explore somehow. I hope there’ll be information about something like that hidden somewhere in here. In fact, maybe I should just go and make that clear for the girls.


  「It seems that we can do as we like in the Labyrinth of Nesco for the time being. In other words, there’s no need for us to continue entering it right now. 」


  「Is that so? 」


  Yes, that is so. It’s not like we need to go in there. We don’t need to go in there. It’s better for us to not go in there as often as we’ve been going there until now. If it is at all possible, then I don’t want to go in there. It is my earnest wish for us to not go any higher in the Labyrinth of Nesco right now. Moreover, it would be best if we didn’t need to go there at all anymore.


  No matter what happens, this is something that I am going to try to defend with unshakeable determination. Yeah, this is my current goal right now: convince them not to go to the Labyrinth of Nesco anymore.


  「If there is information about a good labyrinth we could go to next in the library somewhere, please find it. You understand what I mean by that, right? 」


  「Uhm… 」


  「You understand what I mean by that, right? 」


  「Y-Yes. 」


  Sherry must have gotten the message. She is such a sensible person. She must have understood that I don’t want to be manipulated into going too far in the Labyrinth of Nesco by Roxanne. She might be able to memorize a lot of information by having just a quick glance at them, but she seems to be lacking a bit of common sense in anything that is not related to the exploration of the Labyrinths.


  No… wait a minute… Thinking about it now, there is no way that the information about how to effectively conquer a Labyrinth would be stored in this empty library, right? Yeah, It doesn’t look like it. After all, if Rutina’s grandma possessed any documents or books describing effective ways of conquering Labyrinths, then she would surely keep them in that other location where she stores confidential information.


  If it turns out to be the truth, then that would be the only thing that I could be thankful to her for… but I won’t.


  As for the search for information: Roxanne and the others didn’t really flip through any documents properly like I expected them to, but simply stared blankly at the various documents in the room at their disposal.


  They probably determined there was no information on how to clear the Labyrinths here after all. If there was, Roxanne would surely have rummaged through them with undivided attention. As for Miria and Vesta… I really don’t know about them, but what I did notice is that more often than not, they seem to follow along with Roxanne’s requests, no matter how unreasonable they might be. That is probably because thanks to her Estoc of Petrification, Miria will turn any of the monsters she’s fighting with to stone before they get a chance to really hurt her, and Vesta is going to be fine even if she’s attacked by monsters because of how naturally tanky she is.


  In other words, out of all of my Party Members, Sherry would be the first to get into trouble if we ended up going too far up the Labyrinth. Thankfully, Rutina and I are in the rear guard in our current formation, so we should be able to do something about it if such a situation does end up coming to pass. Probably. Most likely. I hope so.


  Moving away from Roxanne and company, I saw that Rutina, on the other hand, was poring over the documents with a serious look on her face, but I didn’t know if I should treat it as a sign of an incoming crisis or not.


  「What about the Labyrinth that you showed me before?」


  Just when I was about to ask whether she found some useful information, she started talking about something strange.


  「The one… I showed you before? 」


  「When you took me to Talikau, a stopover on the way to Grineer, you showed me a Labyrinth on an island somewhere, right? 」


  「Oh yeah, that one. 」


  We did go to a place like that, and she did say that it would make for a good target, so I wonder… I wonder if perhaps she managed to find some information about it? And if she did, should she be telling me about it so casually?


  「Maybe there will be something about it here? 」 Rutina asked while, showing Sherry some kind of document.


  「Hm… 」


  「What is it? 」


  「It’s a list of the Labyrinths that the Adventurers from the clan have entered to liberate. 」


  So it is that kind of document, huh? Sounds rather important.


  「Oh. So there’s something like that? 」


  「Yes. It might be useful to us, since it wouldn’t be good if the Labyrinths that the clan wants to liberate would overlap with the ones that we would like to go to in the future. 」


  「Hmm. Well, I guess that’s true. I see. 」


  I see what Rutina meant by that, and I also see why that could be a problem; but personally I think it would be fine, even if we had to compete with each other. Besides, I think that if there was going to be some kind of rivalry related to the Labyrinths, it would be between the members of the different clans rather than the members of the same clan.


  「Rather than worrying about a specific Labyrinth, we should be worried about the overlapping nearby Labyrinths. 」 Sherry explained to me while looking at the documents.


  「The nearby Labyrinths? 」


  「Well, when a Labyrinth on land that is no longer habitable is Liberated, the one who conquered it can obtain the land and the title of its ruler; but of course, the land needs to be a certain amount of distance away from the lands of other Lords. If you try to Liberate a Labyrinth that is too close to somebody else’s territory, it may not be possible to obtain the title for yourself. 」


  

  * * *


  She explained further to me, since I was still puzzled about the whole thing.


  It’s true that even if you liberate a Labyrinth and are recognized as the lord of the land around it, it’s no use to just get the land where the Labyrinth was. The land where the Labyrinth was really is nothing, since you can’t build a house right where the Labyrinth entrance was.


  Of course, you’ll be recognized as the owner of the surrounding land as well, and that’s where you should build your new house; but if you don’t check the status of nearby Labyrinths, it could happen that the next Labyrinth gets conquered first, and you will lose your claim to it.


  「I see, I see. 」


  「Also, it’s said that when a Labyrinth gets liberated, the difficulty of the surrounding Labyrinths decreases substantially. 」


  「Something like that really happens? 」


  「Yes. Right after a Labyrinth is liberated, it seems that the highest explored level of it becomes its new final floor, meaning that it should be much easier to liberate it in turn. This is all assuming that you have progressed to over fifty floors of it. 」


  「I see. 」


  So it’s not that the difficulty level decreases, but that it becomes easier to conquer nearby Labyrinths because the overall number of the floors you need to clear decreases. I wonder if it’s because the impact of the liberation of a Labyrinth spreads to other nearby Labyrinths like a chain reaction? Labyrinths are supposed to be sentient entities, but I don’t know if they actually possess a sense of camaraderie or not. Or maybe it’s difficult for a Labyrinth to survive if there isn’t another one nearby.


  Be that as it may, it turns out that by entering the Labyrinth of the Duchy of Hartz, I might have done the Duke more of a favor than I initially thought. Maybe that is why he has chosen to introduce me to the Imperial Liberation Society? Because I have decided to lend him my strength to keep the cycle of Labyrinth liberation going instead of choosing to do nothing and allowing the situation to worsen?


  Is that also why he sent Rutina to me? No, I feel like the Duke of Hartz should be more indebted to me for what I did for him. He should be thankful to me, and unable to thank me enough at the same time. But no matter how grateful he might be, I feel like it will never be enough.


  In well-organized places like the Duchy of Hartz, they deal with Labyrinths properly and can liberate them shortly after they appear, before they grow too large, and the growth of the surrounding Labyrinths slows down, making those easier to defeat as well. The surrounding Labyrinths are then liberated, and the virtuous cycle continues.


  On the other hand, places like the former Earldom of Selmar that can’t deal with their Labyrinths allow the surrounding labyrinths to grow to monstrous sizes before they can be liberated, making it even whose territories are nearby. That was the reason why the coup d’état against the Earl of Selmar was put into motion.


  「Is that so? 」


  「Yes. 」


  Well, even though I’d prefer not to, I cannot deny that I was pretty involved in that event. After all, Rutina came to my house as my newest slave because of the fallout of the incident where the Earl of Selmar couldn’t deal with the Labyrinth located in his territories. It wouldn’t be good to bring up such a topic in front of Rutina, and since she didn’t go into too much detail, it seems Sherry understood that as well.


  「So, do you have no more business in this room? Or do you want to take a look at something else? 」


  「No, we can move on to someplace else. 」


  Well, Sherry stays in the Imperial Library or the Imperial Liberation Society’s reference room whenever she has some time off on her hands, so even if she said that she’d like to find other materials at this point, I think it’ll be hard for her to find anything new or unusual in this library.


  「Okay. Did you manage to find anything useful, or perhaps unusual? 」


  「The only unusual thing I was able to find was probably some information about shops in the Imperial Capital. 」


  「There was information about shops in the Imperial Capital here? 」


  「That’s right. That’s why I said it was unusual. 」


  Looks like Sherry managed to stumble upon some rather strange information.


  「Was it the information about the shop that sells socks? 」


  Rutina asked Sherry. It seems like she had a hunch about what the supposed ‘unusual store’ might be.


  「Yes. I’m sure it was something like that. 」


  「Wearing socks isn’t a very common custom, but it seems like socks that make your legs look slimmer are a specialty passed down in some noble families. Some women apparently can’t help but to worry about that, even amongst Elven women. While almost all of them are slim in general, there are some who are a bit concerned about things like that. I’ve heard that socks like that are a lifesaver for those women. 」
 So it’s an item for overweight people, I guess? Rutina was being vague about it, so I couldn’t determine if that was really the case or not. People with weight issues… as in, those who eat too much because they have trouble controlling their appetites. Fortunately, we don’t need it, because the girls in my Party don’t have to worry about their weight….


  「Oh. Do they have something like that? 」


  … or so I thought, but apparently Roxanne was interested in those socks.


  「Oh, y-yes. 」


  「Uhm… yes, I think that’s what it is. 」


  「Hmm…. 」 Roxanne took the document with the information written on it from Sherry and looked at it with great interest.


  「Well, I think that you don’t need to make your legs look slimmer, Roxanne. 」


  「Thank you. But I think it’s still a bit of a concern. 」


  「I see. 」


  I guess that’s just how it is sometimes. A girl’s heart is a complicated thing, after all.


  「But it seems like the sales method of these socks is a bit unique. 」


  「I’ve heard that too. It seems like the buyer needs to prepare the raw material, a Mithril Thread, on their own, and only when they bring it to the shop will they have the order made and sold to them. 」


  As Roxanne read the documents, Rutina added some more snippets of information. She only said that she heard a few rumors about it, but I think Rutina was actually really curious about it too. Perhaps even she is not an exception to the rule – ‘it’s every woman’s desire to dress up and look pretty whenever they can’?


  To be completely honest, that got me interested in this matter as well. Rutina’s legs are rather thin, so I legitimately think it would be nice if she showed off her curves a little bit more. There is a possibility that this might be what she herself wants since she’s expressing interest in these.


  Yes, a distinct possibility. However, if that happened, it might actually hinder our progress in tackling the Labyrinths, because I would be too busy tackling Rutina in bed every single day.


  「Yes, that might be a good thing for you to have. 」


  「Are you sure about that? 」


  「Well, yeah. Or more like, I don’t really have anything against it. 」


  Rutina overheard me mumbling to myself and asked if it would be fine, which I confirmed. I mean, the more I think about it, the more I am convinced that it wouldn’t be such a bad idea.


  「Is that so? 」


  「Yes, but right now it’s still just a possibility for us, right? Rutina, if you went to that shop with the raw material, do you think they would order-make these socks for you? 」


  「… Yes, I think they probably will. 」


  「Well, that settles it then. We’ll just have to go there and see how it goes. 」


  Somehow that’s how the conversation went. It might be something spontaneous, but if everything goes well, the girls might obtain something that will allow them to show off their curves a bit more.


  「It’s going to be expensive though. 」


  「Yes, but it might be worth it to try it at least once. 」


  If it’s for the eye candy, then it really is worth a try.


  「Thank you. But what about the Mithril Thread? 」


  

  * * *


  「In the Labyrinth of Quratar, it’s a rare item that is dropped by the Silver Caterpillar, the Floor Boss on the 44th floor. 」


  Going to the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth might be a good choice for now, like a nice mix of sweet and sour.


  Led by Roxanne, who doesn’t even flinch when facing Floor Bosses from floors above the forty-fifth, we were moving up the floors of the Labyrinths at an incredible pace. It’s really an astonishingly fast pace. We’re just continuing to rise higher and higher. Is this really okay though? My worries are endless.


  The Labyrinth is essentially a place where you risk your life. A place to fight for your life. If you make the wrong decision about which floor is right for you, you will lose your life. That’s why I want to move up slowly, taking my time to assess my situation. I don’t want to move up quickly with a surprisingly rough judgment; I want to settle in until I feel comfortable. I want to avoid rushing and dying suddenly because of it.


  But then there’s Roxanne. As if this level of enemies was no problem to her, she says:「not yet」 and moves on to a higher floor without hesitation. Thanks to this, we’ve come a long way. But now it’s time to take our time and repeatedly fight the Floor Boss on the 44th floor.


  「The 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth, huh? That’s perfect. It will prepare us for the next floor, so for now we can keep fighting the Floor Boss and gather items for a while. 」


  「The Floor Boss on the 44th floor is no match for us. 」


  「Yes, but the basics are important, though. It’s important to fight some relatively easy enemies and reaffirm the basics to not forget them. 」


  「That’s true. 」


  According to Roxanne, the Floor Boss on the 44th floor is no match for us. I’m not saying I can’t beat it, but… No, it’s not good to be swayed by Roxanne like this. It’s best to steadily build up your skills, one step at a time. That’s why I’m going slowly.


  「Roxanne and the others are so cute, so If there’s a chance to dress you all up, there’s no way I’m going to let it go to waste. We should definitely get the Mithril Thread. 」


  「Oh, t-thank you. 」
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  「The conditions aren’t too bad for the 44th floor. It’s not too difficult. 」


  「Of course. 」


  「I’ve gotten Mithril Thread a few times before, but I sold it all. I’ll have to collect more from now on. 」


  「That’s right. 」


  Good. A complete victory. I want to run around with a piece of paper that says 「victory」on it. I want to go outside the Labyrinth and hold it up. I want to let the world know that I was right.


  By the way, the opposite of a victory is not a loss, but an unjust verdict. I won because of my conviction. If I lost, it would be someone else’s fault. It’s a simple and clear truth of the world.


  「It says that you need three mithril threads to make a single pair of those slimming socks. 」 Sherry told me. That’s great news.


  Mithril Thread is a rare item that drops one or two times a day if you repeatedly fight the Floor Boss on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth. Since it’s not an ingredient, even if you use a Chef Job, the drop rate won’t increase.


  In other words, it will take days. We’ll be holed up there for days. This is convenient for me.


  「Well, there’s no other way. Of course, I’ll have to get enough for everyone. 」


  「I understand. 」


  In fact, I might as well get ten instead of three.


  Apparently, it takes one piece of Mithril Thread to make a pair of socks, and the other two are just for a margin of error. That’s good too. This is convenient.


  There’s also the issue of whether one per person will be enough, let alone enough for everyone. This is even more convenient.


  We’ve been rushing up the floors of the Labyrinths recently. It might be a good idea to take our time and gather our strength here. To do that, I’ll hole up on the 44th floor. I’ll be fighting bosses on the 44th floor repeatedly, until we’ve gathered a lot of rare drops.


  「Let’s do it, desu! 」


  「I think we will be fine. 」


  「That would be good for the Lords’ Assembly. 」


  Miria, Vesta, and Rutina also agree. It’s decided then.


  「Okay. If that’s decided, let’s move to the 44th floor of Quratar. Sherry, do you still have business here? 」


  「No. If we investigate closely, we might find some information, but I don’t think it’s worth going that far. 」


  Since Sherry doesn’t seem to have any reason to stay here, we moved to Quratar’s Labyrinth. We left the small room near the Boss Room on the 44th floor and hurried to the battlefield. No. I’m not in a hurry. Mainly Roxanne is.


  「Hmm. I can smell monsters coming from the other side. Should we take a bit of a detour? Or should we head to the Boss Room? 」


  「Let’s take a little detour. 」


  It’s fine to take it slowly. Slowly. Don’t rush or panic.


  「Is that so? Well, it seems like there are a lot of monsters so I wanted to fight them. That’s good. It’s perfect. 」


  「… 」


  Damn. I’ve been fooled. Rocanne acted like she was not interested in going, so I didn’t think there were that many. Up until now Roxanne has been the one who has been proactive in places with a lot of monsters. She is still as pushy as ever. Listen guys, don’t be pushy like her.


  「Let’s do it, desu! 」


  「I think it’ll be fine. 」


  Don’t encourage Roxanne further, girls.


  We went towards the Boss Room while fighting as many monsters as we could along the way. Well, it can’t be helped. The more we take a detour, the more time it’ll take. It will take longer to collect rare drops, and it will take longer to reach the Floor Boss. It’s not a bad thing. And it’s Roxanne’s initiative, so I can’t complain. It’s not like we’ll be in a pinch against the monsters on the 44th floor at this point. Because we won’t, right?


  I wanted to take my time and slowly climb the floors to see what they’d be like, but, well, they’re not the opponents that we can’t beat. However, they’re also not opponents that we can defeat with our eyes closed, so they’re just right for us at our current level. This is good, this is good.


  「It was an easy win after all. 」


  No no. It wasn’t that easy. It was quite a close call.


  「The basics are important. It’s important to steadily build up against opponents like this. 」


  I end up providing support from the back, so It’s fine for us if you take a longer route because it won’t affect me that much.


  「I guess that’s right. 」


  「That’s right. 」


  Oh, the other’s get it.


  「From now on, let’s attack areas with a lot of monsters in them. 」


  「Okay! 」


  Well, that’s not quite right. Thankfully…


  「Look, the Boss Room is right there. 」


  We went to the Boss Room and fought the Floor Boss.


  The boss of the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth is two Silver Caterpillars. They’re probably strong, but I can handle them. I say 「probably」because I’ve never had to use my full power against them. And that’s because…


  「Yes, I did it, desu! 」


  Because Miria neutralizes the opponents early on. Well, there are only two Floor Bosses in the Boss Rooms from the 34th to 44th floors, so as long as Roxanne and Vesta take on one each, it shouldn’t be too much of a problem even if they are strong.


  Still, relying on Miria’s Estoc of Petrification all the time is a bit scary. When we go to higher floors, there will probably be enemies that petrification won’t work on. I’d like to be prepared for that moment.


  「As expected. 」


  It’s probably too easy for Roxanne to think it was a piece of cake, but that doesn’t mean it will always be that way. Sometimes things might not go well, so I’d like her to at least consider the worst-case scenario sometimes.


  As Roxanne mutters something, I focus on defeating the petrified Floor Boss with Durandal.


  Thanks to using Durandal to whittle down the petrified Floor Boss, my HP and MP are pretty much always full, so it’s hard for me to imagine the worst-case scenario, since I was never once forced to spam Recovery Magic until my MP was empty. It’ll probably never happen, so maybe it would be better to fight on a higher floor?


  No, that’s not good. Roxanne is messing with my thoughts again. I’ve been tainted by her, so I need to purify myself of those filthy thoughts!



 
  Chapter 2: Stockings


  『Roxanne』
 Current Levels & Equipment:
 Knight Lv.44


  Equipment:
 Rapier
 Steel Shield
 Dragon Skin Jacket
 Wind Resistant Damascus Steel Headband
 Leather Gloves
 Hardened Leather Boots of Willow
 Sacrificial Misanga


  「Well, here we go. 」


  We are continuing the farming of the materials from the Floor Boss of the 44th floor. It’s going smoothly so far. It’s going wonderfully smoothly – extremely smoothly, I would even dare to say.


  The Silver Caterpillars are just the right mixture of tension, just the right amount of exercise, and just the right amount of training. Fighting them is not as easy as Roxanne said, but it’s stable enough that we’re not in a desperate pinch and I don’t have to worry about any of us getting seriously hurt in case we make a mistake somewhere. There’s no slacking on our part, but there’s also no pressure on us. It’s like a stable and clear pilgrimage through the Labyrinth over and over again.


  Even Roxanne can’t be dissatisfied, as she enters the Boss Room looking and sounding happy and enthusiastic every single time. If this isn’t something going smoothly, then what is? It’s going smoothly. Very smoothly. Comfortably. Frighteningly so, but free of any negative elements.


  And of course, at the end of the day, there’s a supreme moment waiting for me to soothe my fatigue and release my stress. If this isn’t joy, then what is? It’s going smoothly. Such progress is comfortable, and it is the best course of action for someone with a Sex Maniac Job like myself.


  Well, I feel like I could get by without the Sex Maniac Job at this point, but on the other hand, it would be tough to go at it every day without its boost to my sexual stamina and vigor. I’m going to just treat it as an insurance for myself, so like that, it should do just fine.


  As we entered the Boss Room, green smoke gathered at the center of it, and two Silver Caterpillars appeared. They were large caterpillars with platinum-colored skin. Roxanne and Vesta stood in front of our formation, each taking charge of one monster.


  Halfway between the two, diagonally forward, Sherry stood firmly in her position, holding her Steel Spear of Authority as she glared at the Floor Boss. The Steel Spear of Authority was a weapon that could cancel the activation of skills and magic, which meant that when used at the right moment, it could seal the strongest attacks of just about any monster.


  This works for the Floor Bosses as well, and once they have their strongest moves sealed, all they can do is to just stand there and wait for their downfall at our hands. After all, for normal attacks, Roxanne and Vesta were more than capable of handling them without receiving even the smallest scratch.


  Rutina unleashed a spell on the spot, while Miria and I circled around to face the monsters from the sides. Moreover, Miria first chose a monster she wanted to face, while I moved in after her after deciding on my position, so I ended up having to circle around the outside of the two Floor Bosses.


  There was a surprising amount of movement involved with this battle, which means that the key to winning it is once again going to be Miria with her weapon’s Petrification Skill. Naturally, Miria rushed in first, and I came right behind her. I knew that it couldn’t be helped that she needed to take priority, but a part of me was still feeling a little disappointed at being relegated to a supporting role like that.


  I feel like a maid, or a programmer just before an important game’s release. I’m made to run like a workhorse, or like a demon here in order to keep up with Miria. I’m made to run like a high school rookie baseball team member who – through nothing but sheer luck – joined a strong team that regularly reaches Koshien (the High School National Championships) despite not having any significant achievements in middle school.


  But such is the fate of someone like me, who has a lot of utility instead of focusing on just a single specialization. I can cast magic, heal, use a sword, and do a whole lot of other things. I can do a lot of things, in fact; but because of that, I am a man who doesn’t stay in one place. That’s me. I’m big-hearted like that. I’m different. I can do this and that, so it was only natural that I went around behind Miria on my way to the Floor Boss.


  Supporting her is a role that only I can do. It is a feat that only I can do. By going behind, I also had the advantage of being able to attack the Floor Boss from behind like this.


  I wasn’t facing the monster directly, so I could attack freely, however it pleased me, but then…


  「Ugh! 」


  The Silver Caterpillar attacked me with its rear end. It’s just a caterpillar though, so there was not much more that it could do, and without being able to use its sticky threads shooting Skill or any magic, it could only thrash around with its oversized body.


  「I did it, desu! 」


  Oh, Miria managed to turn it to stone with her next attack! It stopped moving!


  Since it was focusing so much on trying to crush me with its backside, it couldn’t pay sufficient enough attention to Miria, so it got hit squarely by Miria’s attack and was turned to stone. In other words, it’s no exaggeration to say that this particular petrification has been achieved thanks to my valiant efforts.


  「Okay. Well done! 」


  Good job, me. Now that we didn’t need to worry about that Silver Caterpillar, we attacked the other one. I went around behind Miria again. It couldn’t be helped. The top priority was for Miria to join the attack on the other Silver Caterpillar as quickly as possible.


  「I did it, desu! 」


  See? Once again, Miria had turned the Silver Caterpillar to stone. And it was all thanks to me. A little…. But I feel like I have contributed at least 10% here. Probably.


  The battle with the Floor Boss on the 44th floor of the Labyrinth of Quratar has remained stable like this. There are two bosses to begin with, so with Roxanne and Vesta standing in front of them, the front line is stable and there are no interruptions to the flow of combat once it starts. Everything is safe and secure, just the way I like it. Good, really good.


  A Floor Boss round with nothing but good things happening, that is what I need in my life as much as possible. However, the end of this idyllic routine is steadily approaching, because we were accumulating the Mithril Threads much faster than I was originally anticipating.


  Up to this point, even Roxanne, as expected, has not said anything about going to the higher floors quickly. After all, this is to make the socks that she has become interested in. That, and she is probably afraid of the backlash that will come towards her if she tries to force us to go too high up the floors of the Labyrinth, so she just obediently fought the enemies and collected the drop items that they were leaving behind. I wonder if she would always be so eager to go up the floors of the Labyrinth as fast as possible?


  No. We have a map of Quratar’s Labyrinth, so we always know where we should be going, but it would be a different story if she was taken to an unknown Labyrinth, there one in which she has only been guided to the entrance. Even Roxanne, would have a hard time doing anything about a place she was completely unfamiliar with, and it wouldn’t be easy for her to go up.


  She would still explore with gusto, but that’s probably about it. That much can’t be helped. In fact, it is fine for her to be exploring the Labyrinths with enthusiasm. She is more than welcome to do so.


  There’s a chance that we could go and move on to try and reach the Floor Boss of the 45th floor once we get used to the one on the 44th floor enough, but that doesn’t seem likely though. I might just go and suggest it… no, there’s a risk that I’ll be abandoned if I’m going to be too weak for it.


  What’s the right thing to do here? I have many worries on my mind right now.


  「Oh. 」


  As I was pondering what should I do about it while cutting away at the petrified Silver Caterpillar with my Durandal, the body of the Floor Boss turned into a cloud of green smoke and disappeared, leaving behind yet another Mithril Thread.


  「Ah. Now we’ve got everything we need. 」


  「Umu. 」


  

  * * *


  Roxanne was the first one to pick the Floor Boss drop item up and bring it back to me. This is the fifteenth Mithril Thread that we managed to obtain. It seems she has a perfect grasp of the numbers we got so far, so there is no way to hide it from her to prolong the process of gathering them as much as possible. I guess this is what I have to deal with whenever I take Roxanne to the Labyrinths with me.


  「I’m looking forward to it. 」


  「Yes, me too.」


  「Shall we move to a new labyrinth soon? 」


  Is it the new Labyrinth you’re looking forward to, Roxanne? Aren’t you looking forward to the socks?


  「No. It’s already been quite a while since we entered here, so we can go back home, have breakfast and go to the shop in the Imperial City first. 」


  「Is that so? 」


  「Oh, okay. 」 said Roxanne, sounding a bit dissatisfied. Well, she might be, but there’s nothing I can do about it now.


  「Alright. So if we only have a little more time, would it be okay to move on from here and fight the Floor Boss on the forty-fifth floor? 」


  Huh? Roxanne changed her mind? She doesn’t want to fight the Floor Boss of the forty-fourth floor anymore and wants us to move to the forty-fifth instead?


  Is that an option for us right now? Or not? And please don’t make it sound like you’ve been forced to make some huge compromises because of me, because that’s not the case here at all. If anything, I’m the one who has to compromise while you’re being a bit of a pushover.


  「No, no. We don’t have much time, so let’s continue here to the forty-fourth floor. 」


  「But if we don’t have time, then why not go to the forty-fifth floor? 」


  What kind of messed-up logic is that? That way there’s no sign of compromise! Now I really want to point out that I’m the one who’s compromising here, even though I also knew there was no longer any reason to fight a Floor Boss on the forty fourth floor.


  However, there was one good thing that happened while we were holed up on the forty fourth floor: my Monk Job has reached Lv.50. And once that happened, I also gained a new Job: Shaman Lv.1. It seems that Shaman is the Advanced Job branching from the Monk Job. This means that I should be getting even stronger now.


  The next one of my Jobs to reach Lv.50 and gain the Advanced Job will be either a Hero Job or a Priest Job, and I can’t wait to see what kind of Advanced Jobs they will offer me.


  「Uhm…Right now, things are going well, and momentum is important, isn’t it? 」 Sherry tried to mediate between us, but… *Tsk!*, looks like she’s on Roxanne’s side in this one. Fortunately, there is a way to persuade her.


  「That’s called the Gambler’s Fallacy. 」


  「Gambler’s fallacy, you say? 」


  It seems she doesn’t know what that is after all. And , well, there’s no way she could know it, so I can explain it to her now.


  「When you flip a coin, the probability of getting heads is 50%, and the probability of getting tails is 50%. This doesn’t change under any circumstances. For example, even if you got heads the last time, or if you got heads three times in a row, or if you got heads ten times in a row, the probability of getting heads the next time you flip the coin is still 50%, and the probability of getting tails is still 50% as well. However, people often tend to think that because it was heads last time, they will probably get heads again, or that because they have gotten heads several times in a row, they will definitely get tails the next time. This is called the Gambler’s Fallacy. But even if you’ve gotten a lot of heads recently, it doesn’t increase the probability of getting heads the next time. 」


  「Hmm. I see. But if you get heads ten times in a row, shouldn’t you revise your initial assumption that the probability of getting heads is 50%? 」


  …Bayesian Inference? Really? I wanted to hit Sherry with sound reasoning so that she couldn’t refute my argument, but then she went and hit me back with sound reasoning of her own. This is just what Sherry is like.


  I feel like my spiritual pressure has all but disappeared.


  In fact, with physical coins, factors such as engravings and portraits can affect the probability of landing on heads or tails, which can be a bit biased.


  「N-no. It’s just that people tend to make wrong decisions like that. The Gambler’s Fallacy can also be considered the same as the Hot Hand Fallacy. 」


  「The Hot Hand Fallacy? What is that? 」


  「It’s the fallacy that successful people are more likely to succeed again. To use an example, imagine what would happen if you gathered a lot of blacksmiths and had them fuse Skill Crystals, and then kept only the successful ones and had them fuse the Skill Crystals a second time, and then have only the successful ones do the same thing for the third time in a row… 」


  「That’s wrong. Whether you succeed on the first try or not doesn’t change the probability of succeeding on the second fusion. 」 Sherry denies eagerly.


  Right? Right?! See Sherry, this is what happens when you try to fight me with sound logic and common sense! Now it is your spiritual pressure that has completely disappeared!


  It’s like having a .200 hitter who got a hit in his first at-bat because he seems to be in good form today, and then have him challenge a .300 hitter who ended up with a grounder in his first at-bat. A .200 hitter is a .200 hitter no matter if he hit in the previous at-bat, and even if he struck out in his last at-bat, a .300 hitter is still a .300 hitter.


  By the way, past MLB records show that cases with no outs and a runner on first base produce better results than cases with one out and a runner on second base. The same is true for Japanese professional baseball statistics, and this is why sacrifice bunts should not be used for runners on first base with no outs. If a runner on first base with no outs becomes a runner on second base with one out, the expected score value decreases statistically. This is because past performance shows that runners on second base with one out have scored fewer points than runners on first base with no outs.


  「I don’t really understand, but I think I see what you’re getting at. 」


  「Umu. 」


  Roxanne said that she understands too. This is the essence of sabermetrics. I won’t be making any sacrifice bunts, so we will wait to go to the forty-fifth floor.


  「Both the bosses on the 44th and 45th floors are the same in that we can win against them without any problems. In other words, we’re going to have no problems with them. 」


  It… it didn’t work? Uhm, Roxanne? Maybe listen to what the people around you are saying, okay? I really mean it, Roxanne.


  「I see. If we can win against both of them without any problems, then the probability of us winning against both of them will always be 100%, and there’s no way there could be an error in that probability! 」


  Sherry, you’re wrong.


  「No, desu. 」


  「I think we’re going to be fine. 」


  Great. Thanks to that, those two were also drawn in. I don’t expect anything from Miria and Vesta though.


  「We have no choice but to go there for the sake of the Lords’ Conference. 」


  What are you talking about, Rutina? I don’t understand what she means, but it seems that even Rutina has joined them.


  「Come on then, let’s go! 」


  Positively shaking from the result, Roxanne quickly departed. Since I couldn’t persuade Sherry, it was only a matter of time before something like that happened, and with Roxanne in my Party, there was no such thing as not knowing where the Boss Room of the forty-fifth floor would be. She also thought that the Floor Boss of the forty-fifth floor would not pose any kind of challenge to us.


  「From the 45th floor, there will be two Floor Bosses and two other monsters. 」 Sherry explained in the Waiting Room.


  There’s only one boss on the eleventh floor, and in the Boss Rooms from the twelfth floor onwards, in addition to the Floor Boss, there’s also one monster that appears on that floor as an attendant monster.


  

  * * *


  The forty-fourth floor has two Floor Bosses, so that means that on the forty-fifth floor there are going to be two Floor Bosses and two attendant monsters.


  I see.


  「That arrangement should make them pretty strong, doesn’t it? 」


  「Yes. I hope they’ve gotten stronger.」


  The only one who thinks that’s a good thing is Roxanne, of course.


  「Well, the numbers of enemies are increasing, but there’s nothing special about the enemies themselves. If we stay calm and deal with them like we always do, it shouldn’t be a problem. 」 said Sherry, as cold-hearted as ever.


  But if the numbers of enemies are going to increase from now on, it can turn into a problem.


  「That may be true. 」


  「Yes. Leave the Floor Bosses to us, master. Vesta and I can completely contain them! 」


  「I think we’ll be fine. 」


  「Uh, yeah, I’m sure you will. 」


  Vesta, you shouldn’t allow yourself to be fooled by Roxanne. Well, it’s going to be business as usual, I guess. I just have to look at it positively and ignore that strange feeling of tension welling up inside of me.


  「Vesta and the others, if you get the chance, you can push the monsters onto me. The monsters on the 45th floor shouldn’t be too difficult for me to deal with, even if they come at me in groups. 」


  Ahh, there they are, the three cursed lines to say before the battle starts: ‘Come at me all at once’, ‘come at me if you want to die’ and… what was the third one now? Oh yeah: ‘I don’t care how many of you I’ll have to fight, I’ll destroy all of you!’ That’s the kind of a woman that Roxanne has become now.


  「There are going to be four monsters in a group now, so I’ll go forward too. I’ll give this spear to Rutina, so can I have a club instead? 」 said Sherry, completely ignoring Roxanne’s words and made a request to me.


  「Y-Yeah, sure. 」stammered Rutina.


  「When the monster starts chanting or you see a magic circle forming under it, stab it with this spear. It’s best to focus on the Floor Boss during boss battles. You can also ignore the other two monsters chanting. However, be careful of the White Caterpillar, as it may spit out sticky threads at us if it finishes its chant. It won’t be a problem if you get hit with a few other attack spells. Unless you’re in a tight spot, or conversely, you have a lot of free time, there’s no need to move too much from your position as long as you have the Floor Boss consistently in your range. 」


  Sherry gave Rutina some advice as she handed her the Steel Spear of Authority. She’s still thinking about the incoming battles calmly, and she’s saying that the monsters on this floor shouldn’t be a problem to us, so maybe they really won’t be a problem?


  「I understand. 」


  「Ah, but If you think you can take a more offensive approach then you can do it, but then you should try to take the Floor Boss’s magic attack or Skill at least once. I’ll leave that decision up to you. 」


  「Y-Yes, of course. 」


  I don’t think that everyone can make cold-hearted decisions as easily as Sherry, since Rutina seems a little hesitant. Well, I suppose I was the one who first suggested taking a monster’s attack, so I shouldn’t be surprised. I mean, what do you think would happen if you kept going to higher floors without getting attacked? An experience like that is necessary. It’s important to try taking the monster’s attacks at least a few times to get a better feel for them in order to avoid them better in the future.


  「It’s okay. You won’t be in a pinch even with an attack from the Floor Boss of the 45th floor. 」


  Does Sherry think that the Floor Boss of the 45th floor is nothing to be worried about? I see that a certain someone’s attitude must’ve poisoned her as well. Calm down a bit.


  「Is that so? 」


  「Getting used to being hit by magic attacks and Skills is a precaution when you go to higher floors. 」


  「Yes. 」


  Because there are people who will try to take you to a higher floor whenever they get the chance, without thinking their actions and the resultant consequences through. Was this the result of calm thinking and analyzing your situation? I see. Right. I won’t say anything then.


  「So, this time it’s not something we need to do right away. We’ll see how it goes when we actually get to it. 」


  「I understand. 」


  「Then let’s go. 」


  With everything agreed on, we charged into the Boss Room. Four monsters appeared in front of us.


  Roxanne and Vesta took on two of the Floor Bosses, while Sherry and Miria took on the others. They each took positions in front of the monsters, engaging them in close-quarters combat.


  「 I did it, desu! 」


  But it didn’t take long, because Miria managed to turn one of the monsters into stone almost immediately. Well, it was still a battle, just not a very fierce one. But even so, it was over practically in a flash.


  I used the Gambler Job to reduce the Abnormal Status Resistance of each monster Miria was targeting, but I wonder if it really made that much of a difference here? Well, you could say that they were petrified quickly because I reduced their Abnormal Status Resistance.


  Anyway, once the first one was petrified, from the next one onwards, she didn’t fight them head-on, but just hit them from the side as she pleased, so the number of attacks increased and it became even easier for Miria to petrify them.


  It was nice, but I also know that it won’t always be this easy.


  「Well done, Miria. 」


  「Yes, desu. 」
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  「Well, it’s time for another round. 」


  「It’s not guaranteed that the next one will be this easy. Let’s stay focused. 」


  There was a time when I thought the same way.


  By the time breakfast came around, we had repeatedly fought the boss on the 45th floor. The battles passed without any problems, thanks to Miria with her weapon and the Assassin Job.


  Have I not improved my skills all this time? Well, that was the case up until now, but it also didn’t feel overwhelming until now. I wonder if that’s really how it is? Because if so, I might start losing confidence. That’s how amazing it was. Miria turned monsters to stone and finished them off by herself.


  「I did it, desu! 」


  「Yes, you finished them off again, Miria. Amazing. You’re great. 」


  「Yes, desu! 」


  「Yes. Thanks to you and Miria, the Floor Boss battle on the 45th floor was really a breeze. 」


  But thanks to Miria, someone who absolutely shouldn’t be getting more cocky than she already is, got that much more cocky.


  「But the battle time has increased in comparison to the previous Floor Boss. 」


  Ah. I see. It’s just as Sherry said.


  The Floor Boss on the 45th floor is a level stronger than the one on the floor below, so the battle will take longer, and the longer you fight, the more chances you have to petrify monsters. Therefore Miria will petrify more monsters. Miria is super effective against them. That is an established fact now.


  If you divide it by the time you’re fighting, I don’t think the number of monsters petrified per unit of battle time has changed that much. It’s not like she’s suddenly gotten overwhelmingly better. The number of monsters she’s been able to defeat before petrifying them has decreased, but the number of monsters that end up just being petrified has increased.


  The stars on her kill mark mean that she’s earning more, right? Up until now, I have often been able to defeat monsters before Miria turned them to stone. Miria helped me a lot, but that wasn’t her true strength. Conversely, from Miria’s point of view, the enemies earlier were not enough to pose a threat to her, but now it isn’t as easy for her to fight them. I guess she didn’t agree with Roxanne without thinking about it, and the Labyrinth has finally caught up with Miria’s abilities. Up until now, Miria had been comfortable with just fighting, but that era might be over now.


  「Well, let’s not let our guard down. 」


  「Yes. Combat is not a game. 」


  People who play around in the Labyrinth often say this.


  「That’s right. Let’s keep our focus. 」


  「Yes, desu. 」


  Unexpectedly, Miria isn’t thinking about anything other than eating. How strange


  

  * * *


  Well, it can’t be helped.


  「Is it almost time to eat? 」


  「Oh. I see. It most certainly is. 」


  At that point, Roxanne brought us to a halt. It’s indeed already time for breakfast. That was perfect timing!


  「It’s true that stopping just when things are getting exciting is a negative thing. I understand your concerns, Master. Starting at an awkward time may not have been a good idea. It seems I was lacking in awareness, and I am sorry for that. 」


  What is Roxanne talking about? Just when things were getting exciting? You did enough, Roxanne. You did more than enough. In fact, you may have overdone it.


  「No. To accomplish things, time is needed, just as with food where some ingredients need to blend and ferment. It may have been better to do it this way. 」


  「I see. So that you’re always prepared for battle, right? 」


  Once again, what are you talking about? No. I won’t make any comments about it. I won’t point anything out. It will be much better for me this way, so I steel myself and restrain myself, then switch my mind to eating.


  Once we leave the Labyrinth, Roxanne is just a normal girl. You could even say she’s an overwhelmingly beautiful girl. Yes. She’s wonderful. And of course, I’ll need to remove Rutina’s equipment for her once we leave the Labyrinth.


  Even if we are off the battlefield then, it’s hard to relax if we’re wearing our equipment all the time. It’s important to take it on and off appropriately. For Rutina’s sake, but also for my own sake as well. It’s a win-win situation, you could say. And so, after finishing breakfast, we went to the Imperial Capital.


  「Hmm. But wouldn’t it be better to have some spare socks as well? 」 I suggested, as we went to the shops.


  It’s not like I’m trying to buy time at this point. I’m not planning on continuing the Floor Boss battles on the forty-fourth floor or anything, since I don’t think it will allow me to level either my Hero Job or the Priest Job enough to give me their Advanced Jobs. They both require too much EXP for that right now.


  It’s just a question that I asked out of curiosity. It takes three Mithril threads as raw materials to make a single pair of socks. We have fifteen Mithril Threads right now, which means that I can have 3 pairs to be made for all five of the girls. Yes, I’ll use them all up this time.


  「I see no problems with that. 」


  Roxanne agrees to my idea right away.


  「You say spares, but what kind of things could happen for us to require them? 」


  Sherry, I see that you’ve been listening attentively. They’re going to be socks, so it is inevitable that they might get ripped or torn, or maybe the girls are going to lose one of them at some point.


  「Like, they’re going to get torn? 」


  「Hmm. I don’t really know…. 」


  It seems Sherry doesn’t really know what to do with my idea. Well, I guess I don’t really know either, since I never had to deal with runs in stockings or anything of the sort. Sorry. What I meant was, what kind of things could happen, or rather, unexpected things.


  「I, I see. 」


  「Anyway, I think it’s something you can think about once you get them. 」


  「That’s true, but what about… an increase in the price for more of them? 」


  「They said they needed it as a raw material, so I don’t think it will be increased all that much. 」


  Sherry’s right, and since she was the one who said it, I can probably assume that this is how it’s going to be.


  「Um, y-yeah. 」


  「Well, I think the processing costs are being counted separately. 」


  「I see… That’s true. They could raise the price there. Also, it’s actually three pieces per pair, so if you want a set of two pairs, you need six. 」


  「Whatever the situation, why don’t we go there once, and if it’s necessary, then we can just fight the Floor Boss on the 44th floor again to get more Mithril Threads. 」


  Sherry’s cold-hearted opinion cuts me down to pieces. Whose side are you on, Sherry? I want you to stop Roxanne’s rampage, not encourage her any further!


  Well, I guess this is as far as it goes. You did well to hang in there for so long though.


  「I see. 」


  「It seems like it’s that way. 」


  Once we arrived at the Imperial Capita’s Adventurers Guild, Sherry started showing us the way. After all, it was Sherry who had been reading the documents in the first place, so she should know exactly where it is that we’re supposed to be going. Even Roxanne isn’t familiar with the geography of the Imperial Capital… you’re not familiar with it, are you, Roxanne?


  「Um, is this it? 」


  「Yes, based on the map in the documents, this should be the place. 」


  We arrived at an ordinary building. Not a shop or anything, just an ordinary house. Or at best, it was a plain building that looked like it might be a warehouse or factory. More likely a workshop than a factory. According to the documents that Sherry saw at Grandma’s house, it seems to be our destination.


  I wonder where the old hag happened upon those documents. Roxanne had also seen them, but it seems she can’t tell the difference between that map and the map of the Imperial Capital.


  In comparison, the map of the Labyrinth was easy to navigate even with information like 「it’s at the right and the depths are completely unclear. 」


  「Well, I guess we’ll just have to go in and see for ourselves if this is really the place or not. 」


  「That’s right. 」


  There were no signs in front of the building or anything, so nothing would start without us actually going inside.


  For a moment I thought that the door wouldn’t open once I pressed on the door handle, but they finally opened, so I went through this ordinary door. Inside was a miscellaneous warehouse.


  It wasn’t small, and it wasn’t overflowing with things, but there were things just piled up randomly in huge stacks. It was like a storage shed. It was not particularly dusty, but parts of it did look dirty and uncleaned. There was also no reception desk, which made it feel even less like a store. There was a thin layer of dust everywhere.


  「Who…?… Ah, no. Please come in. 」


  The woman who arrived tried to ask sternly who it was, but her attitude changed right away when she saw that she was going to have actual customers…. But she was not looking at me. She was looking at Rutina.


  I see. It seems that whoever this lady was, she must have been familiar with making socks for Rutina’s family, so coming with her was the right thing to do. I looked at Rutina’s face and directed her to my place, deciding that it would be best to leave the talking entirely to Rutina.


  「Eh?… Ah, well… 」


  「Pardon me for asking… but are you from Lady Cassandra’s clan? 」


  「Y-Yes, I am. 」


  Rutina was confused at being entrusted by me with the task of talking to the lady, but the other person handled it on her own. Picking Rutina was the right choice after all.


  「Do you have any proof of that claim?」


  「… 」


  「Here, take a look at this. 」


  I handed the badge that I received from the old hag to Rutina from the side.


  「…Right I have checked, and confirmed that it is a genuine article, thank you for your cooperation. Are you here to order socks today? Or do you want something else? 」


  The other party accepted the badge as legitimate after only a quick glance at it. Uhm, lady? Is it okay to not check it in detail? Or is it really something that can be easily determined at a glance? Maybe there is some magical element hidden in it and I just don’t know about it? I’ve never heard about anything of the sort before though.


  Well, even if she picked it up and examined it carefully, there is the question of whether she could find anything that could allow her to claim that it was false or not. I don’t know.


  Or maybe it is that the emblems of the noble houses are something that just straight up cannot be counterfeited, and if you forge something like that poorly, you would end up getting yourself into some big trouble, like being chased to the depths of hell?


  

  * * *


  Yeah, I can totally see the old hag being capable of doing something like that.


  She’d definitely do it without even batting an eye. And even worse, in this world, the entire party involved could be held responsible, and maybe in the absolutely worst-case scenario, the entire clan of the person who tried to make a counterfeit would be placed in jeopardy?


  Yeah, now I see why it would be difficult to forge something like that, and that’s probably why this lady was fine with just casting a brief glance at the badge, so it should probably be okay to leave this as it is now.


  「…We would like you to make socks for us, right? 」


  Since Rutina didn’t say anything, I responded instead, even though Rutina probably didn’t want it that way though.


  「Yes, of course. What color would you like them to be? 」


  「What are the ones we can choose from? 」


  「The standard black, white and light pink. Black is the most beautiful and slender color, but white would look good on these ladies. 」


  So they have a number of colors to choose from, huh? Nice.


  「If that’s standard, then is black okay with you? 」 I ask Roxanne and the others.


  「Yes. I’ll leave it up to you, master. 」


  「Black it is then. 」


  Roxanne says that black is fine, so I go with black.


  「I’ll need three pieces of Mithril Thread per person as raw materials, and I’ll need you to pay me 1,000 nars when it’s finished. 」


  「I’d like to order enough for five women here. 」


  「Five pairs of socks? Understood. 」


  There was no price increase, as expected. It might be 1,000 nars after the price increase, though. But that’s no big deal for me right now. I’m not even going to be thinking about paying 1,000 nars for the socks, I’ll just do it. I hand over the fifteen Mithril Threads to her next.


  「Well, here you go. 」


  「Thank you for your patronage. The socks should be ready for you to pick up tomorrow. 」


  「By tomorrow? That’s fast. 」


  「It’s a delicate item, but we have experienced craftsmen. With the skills of our craftsmen, there’s going to be no problem finishing the socks by tomorrow. I guarantee you’ll be satisfied with the finished product. 」


  It’s probably not a big deal to them, like she says. That, or maybe they’ve made some in advance and are just going to bring them out tomorrow. They’re probably being stingy by leaving it for a day, but that’s a scarcity marketing tactic for you. Oh, and that reminds me! They will probably need to take the girl’s measurements to make the socks in the first place, right?


  「Do you need to take their measurements to make the socks? 」


  「No, there’s no need for that. They’re fastened with strings and a belt, so a standard size will be fine. 」


  「I see. 」


  They probably have some in stock after all. If so, then give them to me right away, damn it!


  「Also, I want you to prepare a small one for her, and one for tall people for her. 」


  I added, pointing to Sherry and Vesta. Sherry is small and Vesta is big, so such an adjustment is a necessity. I wonder if they’ll make a special order for just the two of them.


  「Okay. Like I said, everything will be ready by tomorrow. 」


  「Alright then. 」


  The delivery date hasn’t changed, so I wonder if they’ll make them all. They probably have the normal size in stock, but it would be a pain if they had to make a special order for just Sherry and Vesta. Also, it would be weird if the normal size could be made in a day, but the small size was custom made and would take, like, ten days or so. But since the normal size is also made to order, the delivery date wasn’t changed at all, and if they don’t have them in stock, the craftsmen will no doubt be working all night to make them today. What a black company.


  「Okay, then, let’s go to the new Labyrinth. 」


  「Yes. I’m looking forward to it! 」


  「I don’t think there will be any problems, but we should be careful at first. 」


  「There’s no way there will be any problems for us! 」


  No. Aren’t we the black company here? You know, saying it’s impossible would be lying, because with all that constant going to the new Labyrinths, climbing as high as possible in them and fighting the groups of increasingly tough monsters…


  Yeah, we are definitely the black company here, even more so since Roxanne would probably say that the fighting will not end until we’ve completely annihilated all the monsters.


  「Well, I guess we’ve had enough of the Floor Boss battle on the 45th floor. 」


  Not having to repeat the boss battle on the 45th floor is the only relief for me here. I’m not too sure about all of us having enough of fighting the Floor Boss on the 45th floor though, so I will welcome us changing to the new Labyrinth with open arms. Yeah, the fact that we will be entering a whole new labyrinth means that our company is pretty black. Regardless of what Roxanne may say.


  I am forcing the girls to enter a Labyrinth, where the risk of death is always close by. We didn’t reflect on that enough. Well, we have no choice but to do so in order to earn a living in this world, so even if we were to reflect on it, the answer would probably be the same.


  If we gave up halfway through, then clearing the Labyrinths and earning a living here would become impossible. Well, maybe not completely impossible, but definitely much harder.


  「Yes. Something like the 46th floor is totally doable for us now. 」


  Thanks to that, Roxanne-sensei was motivated once more. What she says is true, actually. Even if Miria were to continue to fail her attempts at petrifying the monsters I don’t think we’ll be in any danger in the Floor Boss fight on the 45th floor. Whether it’s the 46th floor or a little higher, we should be able to manage somehow.


  After all, Miria will probably continue to play an active role in our battle strategy, and we can think about what to do if Miria’s petrification stops working when it actually happens to us.


  「Well, yeah. 」


  「I feel like we could even reach the 47th or 48th floor like that! 」


  It’s good that Roxanne feels so enthusiastic, but we can’t move forward in one leap. Take things step by step. Slowly, steadily. Well, taking Miria’s efforts into account, it’s not impossible.


  「I had thought that the boss battles from floor 45 onwards might be a bit tougher for us, but that didn’t happen, so I think it’s better to move on to higher floors as well . 」


  Even Sherry had a frightening opinion. She was probably calmly assessing the situation though, but she only made Roxanne-sensei more keen to do so.


  「Right?! 」


  See? That’s what I was talking about.


  「Well, the reason it wasn’t too tough was because of the hard training we did on the 44th floor. 」 said Sherry, as cold-hearted as expected. I understand that now.


  「Let’s do it, desu! 」


  「I think we will be fine.」


  I don’t have high hopes for these two anymore. None whatsoever.


  「I think it’s a good idea to take a step forward to get closer to conquering the Labyrinth for the sake of the Lord’s Assembly. I have no problem with that. 」


  So Rutina is also planning to go along with that plan? Well, it can’t be helped.


  「Shall we go then? 」


  「Yes! 」


  When I created a Warp portal on the wall to move, Roxanne rushed in first. She must be too eager to get to the new place.


  「…Let’s all go as well. 」


  「Okay. 」


  I followed behind her.


  We entered a new Labyrinth after going quite a distance. It wasn’t a huge amount, but it felt like my MP had decreased quite a bit. At this rate, I’ll need to go to the Quratar’s Labyrinth on the way back to replenish my MP.


  「What’s wrong, Roxanne? 」


  「Sorry, but since this is the new Labyrinth, I got excited and jumped in first. 」
 When I asked Roxanne, who had jumped in with maximum enthusiasm, she looked slightly guilty, and that’s the answer I got. So that’s why she jumped in first, huh? Come to think of it, when I was brought to this Labyrinth by an adventurer, I was using Field Walker, so Roxanne was the first to charge in as a countermeasure against monsters.


  

  * * *


  Adventurers’ [Field Walk] Skills take them anywhere they visited previously in the overworld, so monsters are often lurking around when they go near a Labyrinth. To counter this, Roxanne was the first to go there. But this time, we used Warp. With Warp, we could travel directly into the Labyrinth.


  On the surface, you can see a wide area, so monsters are likely to be found somewhere in places where people don’t go, but inside the narrow and complicated Labyrinth, monsters can’t be found so easily. It’s possible, but there’s no chance that you’ll Warp into the labyrinth and find a monster there and be attacked first.


  A labyrinth is a den of monsters, but thanks to how it’s structured it’s actually harder for monsters to attack you.


  「Oh, is that so? 」


  「I forgot you could travel inside the labyrinth. 」


  「Putting that aside, can we start looking around? 」


  「I understand. 」


  In any case, I can rely on Roxanne to guide me in the Labyrinths. In that regard, I’m better off doing as Roxanne says. We have no maps or information on how to conquer this Labyrinth, but I’m sure we’ll be fine. I’m not sure how fine, but we’ll be fine nonetheless. I want to believe we’ll be fine.


  With Roxanne leading the way, we explored the new Labyrinth. Even with Roxanne, if we have no information, we must explore steadily, one step at a time, putting one foot in front of the other. That’s what they call the punishment of deception.


  Questioning is the basis of investigation. Even if we’re going to be charging into hordes of monsters every now and then, I’ll allow it. There’s no point falling behind on the forty-sixth floor when it isn’t even a Floor Boss battle.


  However, even though we explored until the evening, we still couldn’t find the Boss Room. Thank goodness. What a relief. With this, if we could just go up one floor a day, we’d be able to manage it somehow, and I won’t have to get angry at Roxanne for pushing us too far.


  One floor a day should be fine. Since it’s a new Labyrinth, going up one floor a day would not be an outrageous pace. Judging from today’s situation, it should be fine. In fact, the next morning also passed without any problems, so in a good mood, I headed to the shop in the Imperial Capital – although it was still unclear whether it was even a shop.


  「Oh, welcome. Your order is ready. 」


  The woman from yesterday was inside today as well and helped us right away, although it was still as bleak as ever, and her service was perfunctory. Well, it wasn’t a shop, it was a warehouse, so maybe it was asking too much for her to be polite. They probably don’t have a 「customer is king」 mentality here. That is a norm in Japan, and it would do wonders in this world as well.


  「Thank you. 」


  「Yes. Here you go. Try it on when you get home. If it doesn’t fit, we can exchange it for a different size today or tomorrow. 」


  「I see. 」


  The woman handed out bags to Roxanne and the others. She was a little brusque. She was unfriendly, even. But despite that, all the pairs of socks were in the bags, carefully packed. So you can’t try it on here; but at least they offer a size exchange service, which is nice. After all, they know the old hag’s clan, so maybe it’s a high-end store that no one knows about?


  No. They’re unfriendly. They’re located in a warehouse. I’m not even sure if it’s a store, so that cannot be the case.


  「It’ll be 5,000 Nars. 」


  The staff aren’t Merchants, so there’s no discount. Oh well, that can’t be helped. Everyone received their socks, so we paid and left the store.


  「We need you to try them on. Let’s go home right away. 」


  「Yes. 」


  We returned home from the warehouse.


  「Well, what’s it like? 」


  「Uhm. Well, we’re going to get changed and see. 」


  Just as I was thinking about getting a look at what it was like, everyone except me moved to the next room.


  They were so sexy just now, they should have just changed here. It would have been better if they’d just taken it off in front of me without worrying about it. Or is that a bit awkward, I wonder? Well, being shy isn’t a bad thing.


  「Well, Rutina, let’s take off our equipment first. 」


  「Y-Yes. 」


  Every time Rutina puts on or takes off her equipment, she holds back her voice in embarrassment. I can’t tell you how arousing that is.


  「There, there. 」


  「Hnn…! 」


  This is it. This is it! I remove Rutina’s equipment and send her off to get changed.


  「Oh! 」


  After waiting for a while, the girls came in again. They’ve changed into the camisoles they wear to bed!


  On her feet are black socks… no, they’re actually stockings!!! Sensual and seductive! The smooth, sheer black fabric covers their thighs! Oh wow! Amazing! This sheerness, amazing! This smoothness, amazing! This texture, amazing! Black stockings, amazing!


  My vocabulary hasn’t been working for me for a while now. Amazing, amazing, wonderful… those are the only words I can speak now.


  「What do you think? 」


  What do you mean? What do I think? Amazing! Amazing! Oh lawd, just look at dem legs!


  「Hmm. It’s just wonderful! 」


  That’s all there is to it.


  「T-Thank you. 」


  I’m the one who should be thanking you. All that’s left is to set my Job to Sex Maniac…


  * * *


  After getting ready a while later I announced,「Okay, let’s go to the new Labyrinth. 」


  「Yes. That’s right. 」


  「Oh. Before that… 」I said to distract Roxanne-sensei from her enthusiasm.


  「Yes? 」


  「Sto… the woman at the shop said there were other colors for socks, right? 」


  「Yes, White and pale pink. 」Sherry told me.


  「White is good. Pale pink is also good. 」 I wonder a little, but don’t doubt myself. I think black would be the best after all. But I have to say this, because colors other than black would be good too. Pale pink stockings under the mysterious candlelight after dark? That would be irresistible.


  「Is that so? 」


  「After all, we should battle the Floor Boss on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth some more. No, how about not going all the way there, but doing it in parallel? 」


  I thought Roxanne’s expression changed for a moment, so I hurriedly changed my suggestion. Maybe I was paranoid, but I can’t just go ahead and do whatever Roxanne wants.


  「That’s true. I don’t mind if we drop in every now and then. 」


  I want to make it my main goal, not just every now and then. The 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth would be the main goal, and the 46th floor of the new Labyrinth would be the secondary goal.


  Well, even if it’s only a part of it, once I get them to accept it, the rest will just follow.


  「Let’s get started then. 」


  We’ll start with the Quratar’s Labyrinth.


  We kept fighting the Floor Boss battles until a Mithril Thread dropped. It feels good. No. I could definitely go around some more.


  「It’s a Mithril Thread. Shall we move on now? 」


  It can’t be helped if even Sherry was asking me that now. Now I wish Mithril Threads were harder to obtain – though that’d be a bit of a tricky one. If they didn’t come out at all, I might not be allowed to keep going in search of Mithril Threads anymore. In that case, it’s not so bad. I shouldn’t be too greedy. I should be satisfied with my current environment.


  If they had at least dropped a little earlier though, I could have suggested waiting until I got one more. Oh well. I can just stop by on my way home. I can just do a round trip of Boss battles on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth every time we take a break.


  If I’m going back and forth, it’s no exaggeration to say that the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth will be our main focus.


  In the evening, we made a detour to the 44th floor of Quratar on our way home again. Then we went home, had dinner and a bath, and then went to inspect the stockings.


  「Well, put them on. 」


  「Um, but we tried them on during the day. 」


  「That’s okay. No problem. 」


  That was just a taste. Full-scale inspection is going to be right now. Let’s see… the performance of Rutina’s clan’s stockings!


  

  * * *


  After thoroughly enjoying their performance, on the next day I began my challenge, starting with the 44th floor of the Labyrinth of Quratar


  「Um, this is the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth, right, master? 」


  「Yes, that is right. 」


  Roxanne was suspicious of where we emerged after Warping, but we were definitely in the right place. After all, the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth was the main focus for me right now, and the new Labyrinth was little more than a secondary objective.


  「The raw material these socks are made out of is Mithril Thread, so I don’t think they will tear that easily. 」


  Even Sherry was also suspicious of me for being so hung up on going to the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth so much. It’s not like I purposefully want to place them in a situation where their newly-bought socks would end up getting ripped, but… But having their stockings in the ripped version… that would also be great in its own right.


  「Really? 」


  Well, they are black stockings after all, so even if they are made of a pretty resistant material, sooner or later they would start getting runs and tears in them like every other piece of clothing.


  「Yes, really. 」


  Once again, It’s not like I want to purposefully place them in a situation where their newly-bought socks would end up getting ripped… but if their stockings do end up getting runs in them, it might actually be a good idea to use them just like that instead of throwing them out.


  Things should be taken care of and used to the very end, for as long as they’re able to be used in some way. That is what making the most efficient use of the tools that you have at your disposal is all about.


  「Well, it’s not like I’m collecting them in order to make spares of the stockings. 」


  Really, I’m not. That’s not what this is about at all. I’m not thinking about what to do if the stockings the girls are wearing right now will tear, but if they end up not being able to be used anymore at some point in the future, it’s in the human nature to give the clothes that you grew attached to wearing one last moment to shine before you get rid of them, right?


  That being said, I want to take good care of the things that me and my girls own, and I want them to use them carefully. I also want them to use them until the very end without throwing them out at the first sign of damage. Instead of just throwing them away, you should try to find a way for those things to be put to good use for as long as possible. What I am trying to say here is that torn stockings have a certain charm to them as well, and if at all possible, I want the girls to realize that as well.


  These stockings have been bought for them, so they are free to do with them however they wish, but if they awaken to the charm of the ripped ones in the process of wearing them…. Yes, that would be a good development as well.


  I can’t help it. I know that if I do this, things might not end up the way I want them to, but even so, I just cannot resist my Japanese spirit calling out to me right now!


  「Is that so? 」


  「The lady back at the shop did say that there are different colors available too. 」


  「That’s right. Master, if this is what you want to do right now, then I think we should go and hunt the Mithril Threads more proactively to get the socks in every color they have there. 」


  Wow. As expected of Roxanne! I knew she’d understand! Right… that’s exactly right! It can’t be helped, since this is my personal preference! It really can’t be helped! No matter what kind of play it might be, I want to try it at least once! Because I want to remain faithful to my Japanese spirit!


  This might be a totally different world from my old one, but even if my body were to rot here until there would be nothing left of it, I will retain my Japanese spirit, and will never allow it to be extinguished!


  「That’s right. I want to collect stockings of different colors as well, so let’s search for the Mithril Thread and collect it more proactively! 」


  With Roxanne’s approval, we could now go to the two Labyrinths interchangeably.


  Of course, the 44th floor of the Quratar’s Labyrinth will remain our main focus for the time being, while the exploration of the island Labyrinth is going to be more like a secondary objective.


  In my opinion, that is the best possible course of action that we can take right now. It’s not like we’re going to just be fighting the Floor Bosses on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth all the time, but also we’re not going to be exploring the new Labyrinth all the time. Having someone agree with my wishes makes me calmer; but we also need to explore the island Labyrinth in order to not make Roxanne feel dissatisfied.


  In terms of the EXP we can gain, going to the 46th floor would be more advantageous… no, wait a minute. Since on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth we’re not fighting the regular enemies, but engage in the repeated Floor Boss battles instead, then maybe the 44th floor is actually the better option here?


  I don’t really know.


  The monsters from the 45th floor onwards are one level stronger than the ones from the floor below, so maybe the 46th floor will be better, but I feel like the difference in the EXP gained might be minimal at best. However, considering that we will be climbing up further in the future, the island Labyrinth is probably better, including its future potential, so I can’t neglect the battles here either.


  It’s fine to keep climbing up in this Labyrinth, at least for the time being. As long as we don’t do something crazy like climbing up more than one floor a day. In that regard, if I repeatedly fight the Floor Bosses on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth, then that at the very least eliminates the danger of going through more than one floor per day. I should probably make it a habit to pass by the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth both on our way to the island Labyrinth as well as on our way back


  We got through to the 46th floor before I finished collecting all the Mithril Threads that I wanted to collect, but I guess that’s okay, since I managed to obtain a few of them. We didn’t accidentally get through to the 47th floor either, so that’s more than enough for me. But still, since we didn’t spend the whole day on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth, it wasn’t that easy to collect Mithril Threads. They are a rare drop item after all, so once they went on a streak of not wanting to drop even a single one for me, they kept that streak going for as long as they possibly could. Oh well, I guess I’ll just take my time collecting them, and then slowly work my way up the new Labyrinth.


  Somehow, we managed to collect all the Mithril Threads that we needed before we reached the 48th floor. That should be enough for now.


  「Ah, there’s some of it left. 」


  「Oh, right. There’s some Mithril thread left. That means that we should have enough of it for one color. 」


  「That’s right. 」


  However, even though we’ve only collected enough Mithril Thread for the stockings of one color, it would be better to have enough to make the ones in another color as well. There are three colors in total, so Naturally, that means that I’ll have to collect enough to make that other color as well. Looks like we’ll make it to the 48th floor by the time it happens, however.


  「Let’s go to the Imperial City tomorrow. 」


  「Why wait until tomorrow? Why don’t we just bring it to the shop right away? 」


  Sherry, don’t be so selfish. If we bring the Mithril Threads to the shop right now, it is very possible that the craftsman might have to stay up all night to make the stockings for us for the next day. It is precisely customers’ selfishness that gives birth to black companies and their immoral practices.


  「Well, tomorrow morning should be fine as well. 」


  「Is that so? 」


  If I bring in work late and force the craftsman to stay up all night, they’ll resent me and might cut corners on the work meant for me.


  

  * * *


  There would be nothing good about it.


  Handing over work to an employee on Friday evening and telling him that he needs to finish it by Monday morning is the true black company boss move. And a dick move as well. Just thinking about it brings tears to my eyes.


  However, If I bring the Mithril Threads to the shop first thing in the morning, the craftsmen there might be able to finish it on that same day with plenty of time. If they’d still need to work overtime to finish them, then it’ll prove that this company’s system is already messed up. Unfortunately, it’s not a problem that a single consumer can do anything about.


  「Let’s go to the Imperial City when we get two more Mithril Threads from the Floor Bosses. 」


  「Two? Why two specifically? 」


  「Because it’s a nice round number. 」


  And thanks to the fact that these two additional Mithril Threads didn’t drop for us right away, I managed to stall things out until the next morning. It was the ultimate stalling tactic, the one where I managed to stall for time without any of the girls realizing that I was actually stalling for time, without actually wasting time.


  「Here, desu! 」


  「Oh. It finally appeared. Now we can go to the shop! 」


  This stalling tactic of mine was the least that I could do to resist Roxanne’s desire to advance through the Labyrinth, but humanity has no other way to deal with their problems but to build walls and defend themselves behind them. It’s a really sad saga.


  「Yes, that’s right. 」


  You seem happy, Roxanne. Do you really think you can concentrate on the exploration of the new Labyrinth now? Anyway, we got enough Mithril Threads for one more color of stockings.


  「What color should we choose? Which one should we do first? 」


  I’ll remind her of that just in case.


  「Ah, that’s right. 」


  「It’s white or pale pink, right? 」


  「That’s right. 」 I answered Sherry.


  I wish there were more colors to choose from. That way I could stay on the 44th floor of Quratar forever. Well, maybe not forever, but for a good while longer at least. It seems that it’s becoming popular to confuse the two these days. I could stay there forever, but that’d be no good.


  I really wish there were more colors, but it can’t be helped, since dyeing technology probably isn’t that advanced in this world right now. In the past, purple dyes were valuable, and there are stories that purple was a noble color worn by royalty and the like.


  Even three colors would be quite something.


  「I collected them for you, master, so I think it’s up to you to decide. 」


  Wow. Roxanne, were you happy that I’d finished collecting them for me and we can move to the other Labyrinth now? I misunderstood. I completely misunderstood you.


  「I see. Well, we’re going to collect them all anyway, so it doesn’t matter which color we’ll choose now. 」


  「Yes. Let’s finish collecting them quickly and give it our all in the new Labyrinth! 」


  So that’s the main thing Roxanne cares about after all. Damn. It was a misunderstanding of the century on my part. I had no choice, so I took us to the Imperial City and the stockings shop.


  At this point, I was going to panic buy. I was going to go on a shopping spree, though I was only buying stockings.


  「Welcome. Is this about the purchase from the other day? How did you like the items? 」


  When I went inside, the lady immediately came up to me. Since it hadn’t been long since the last time I visited here, she might have thought I was here to complain. But that’s okay too.


  「Thank you, they were good. 」


  Roxanne was quick to praise them.


  「Yes, they were good. That’s why I think I’ll buy everyone another pair of a different color than the one they bought the other day. 」


  「You bought black the other day. We also have white and light pink. 」


  「White should be fine. 」I said as I placed the order.


  「Yes, thank you. Is this one supposed to be urgent? 」


  「Please, please make them as soon as possible. 」


  「Understood. We have a team of experienced craftsmen, so we can have them ready by tomorrow morning. 」


  It seems they’ll have them ready in a day after all. It looks like a lot of work. But I won’t let them get away. She said they can do it, so I’ll let them do it. The craftsman might be up all night, but that’s okay too.


  「Also, I’d like a pair of black ones as an extra. The standard size. 」


  「Thank you. I’ll also have these ready by tomorrow morning. 」


  Well, they might have them in stock after all. Good. Apparently there were no craftsmen who would stay up all night to finish them.


  「Thank you. 」


  I waited a day and went to collect the stockings again. They were properly prepared. The ones for Sherry and Vesta were probably made in a hurry because they were irregular, but the rest were probably fine.


  「Here you go. 」


  Everyone took them. I took the spare pair as well and left the shop, and then we all went home.


  「By the way, Rutina. Is it bad to let these stockings go outside your clan? 」 I asked Rutina. They seem to be a masterpiece made for the old hag and her clan, so I wondered about that. It’s possible that they’re a secret treasure that’s not to be shared with anyone else.


  「As long as we don’t reveal the manufacturing method or how we got it, I don’t think we need to be so nervous about it. Giving these kinds of gifts is a noble’s duty, after all. If I were to secretly provide it to a noble who is hostile to grandmother, I might get some criticism. No. I would rather provide it openly to the enemy of my grandmother and the Duke of Hartz. 」


  「Oh, okay. 」


  「Well, we’ll go and get changed then. 」


  After hearing Rutina’s answer, Roxanne took everyone away.


  Is it okay? Is it really okay? Well, it doesn’t seem like they have much of a sense of confidentiality or anything like that, so I guess I’ll give it a go after all. I was thinking of giving some stockings as a present to the Emperor, who loves to be stepped on. I’m sure he would be pleased with that.


  Being stepped on by a maid wearing those stockings would be a great experience for him. I don’t really know what the emperor’s tastes are, though. I don’t understand them. It’s not like I’d want it to be done to me… but I’m sure it would be nice if Roxanne did it.


  No. She might look down on me as a bad Adventurer who doesn’t want to go to the higher levels of the Labyrinth, so it’d be dangerous. It’s probably best to stop thinking about that possibility.


  (What a pig you are. Fine, I’ll punish you! *Stabby-stab!*)


  Sherry, for her part, would probably glare at me with eyes as cold as daggers.


  (Do you like this, desu? Are you a pervert, desu? You are a pervert, desu!)


  If it’s Miria… Miria… I’m sure Miria would be kind to me. She might seriously ask me what’s so good about this though. I’d probably be depressed if she asked me something so innocently like that.


  N-No. It’s okay. It’s not time to panic yet. Vesta is big, so it’d be dangerous. There’s a chance I’d be trampled by her, so it’s probably safer to avoid her.


  As for Rutina…Yes, Rutina. With Rutina, there’s a chance! She’ll probably step on me lightly, saying something like: 「Aren’t you embarrassed to have something like this done to you by a former noble lady like myself? 」


  And then she’ll step on me some more. Ohhh! T-This is…!!!!


  
    [image: ]
  


  


  「What is it? Is there something on my face? 」


  「N-No, nothing. It’s nothing. 」


  Before I realized it, Rutina and the others had already returned to my room. Did I blurt out something inappropriate out loud when I shouldn’t have? Damn it?! Why did I waste so much time?


  But when I looked around, I saw paradise. The white stockings they were wearing looked really nice. Truly wonderful. Absolutely the best!


  「What do you think? 」


  「I think they look great on all of you. 」


  They give them the innocent and yet lascivious look. Pure, yet seductive. Lovely, yet voluptuous. A harmony woven from both innocence and lust. I thought that the black stockings looked good, but I have to admit that the white ones were giving them a solid run for their money. Everyone looked a little different in them, but it’s that difference that made them so great. Ahh, stockings are truly the best!



 
  Chapter 3: Limit


  『Sherry』
 Current Levels & Equipment:
 MasterSmith Lv.45


  Equipment:
 Steel Spear of Authority
 Chainmail
 Hardened Leather Helmet
 Hardened Leather Gloves
 Hardened Leather Boots
 Sacrificial Misanga


  Having thoroughly enjoyed the stockings, I had a thought occur in my mind: it would be a crime of disrespect to not tell the Emperor about such fine things. That’s how good the stockings felt to me. They were the best; great, absolutely amazing and left me thoroughly impressed.


  If he found out about them later, he’d probably complain about why I didn’t tell him about them sooner. Worst-case scenario, we might all get purged by him in retaliation, like the members of the revolution betrayed by their fellow comrades and sent to the Siberian gulag for their transgressions.


  Perhaps the Emperor is already aware that I’m related to the old hag’s clan, and is waiting for my move? He knows what’s going on, and the Siberian gulag is already waiting for me, and he’ll send me there as soon as he’ll be able if I don’t give him the info about the stockings!


  This is scary! I should probably give the spare stockings that I had ordered to the Emperor to appease his anger after all. Secretly, of course. If I gave them to him in an overly-opened fashion, I might be charged with leaking secrets, and it’d went more or less like that:


  「Stalin, you fool! What’s this about?! 」


  「You’re under arrest! 」


  「I see. What are the charges? Is it Lèse Majesté? Is it high treason? 」


  「Leaking secrets. 」


  That’s the kind of Emperor he is, after all. If the emperor didn’t know about the stockings, the old lady who had been hiding them might be charged with Lèse Majesté for real, but there’s nothing we can do about it. Whatever the Emperor orders me to do, I’ll do it. I’ll accept his will and make the old hag pay. I wouldn’t mind if the Duke or Hartz was implicated as well.


  「Sorry, but I’m going out for a bit. 」


  After enjoying myself, I headed out. Even if I wanted to give the stockings to the Emperor, I didn’t have a direct connection to him, so I had no choice but to go through the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge.


  「Oh, if it isn’t Lord Michio. Welcome. 」 said Sebastian as he greeted me at the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge. He had his head bowed 90 degrees, and was as polite as ever.


  「There was a guy named Gaius who joined at the same time as me, right? 」


  Well, he’s the Emperor, but for the time being, I decided that it would be best for me to act as if I didn’t know that. I think it’ll probably let me achieve the best possible result with what I wanted to do. You might think that I was trying to read the mood correctly, but really, it was all about me pretending to be ignorant.


  「Yes, that was indeed the name of the individual who joined the Society with you. 」


  「I got hold of something rather rare. It was fate that we joined together, so I thought I should give it to Gaius as a present. If he ever comes here, could you give it to him on my behalf? 」


  I wasn’t sure if I should give it to him or not, but in the end I decided that now that I’ve said A, I need to say it properly. That, and I concluded that it was impossible for me to possibly go against him by keeping the knowledge of the stockings to myself.


  I weighed the pros and cons of choosing either the old hag or the Emperor, and in the end I decided to take the Emperor’s side. I guess you could say that I wanted to be seen as his loyal retainer. That way, if he eventually decided to punish the old hag for keeping information away from him, I should be in the clear, while the Duke of Hartz might end up getting punished as well.


  「You want me to give this to Lord Gaius? 」


  Sebastian called him Lord Gaius, just like he calls me Lord Michio. I wonder if that’s okay, considering the difference in status between the both of us.


  「That’s right. 」


  「We’ll check to see if it’s a dangerous item before offering it to him, if that’s okay with you. 」


  Well, you can’t give something dangerous to the Emperor, so of course they’d check it.


  「That’s fine, but I don’t want too many people to know what I gave him. 」


  Me getting these stockings could be considered a crime of leaking secrets, after all, so after making sure that they are properly packaged, I handed them over. The emperor would also be the one who would be in trouble if they were found out.


  「Thank you for your cooperation. If Lord Gaius ever comes to the lodge, I will hand it over to him. 」


  Even if he can’t come here normally, he can probably come and go through the door on the side. Well, that’s probably how it is on paper, so the stockings should reach the Emperor soon.


  If the Emperor knows about the great item of Rutina’s clan, I’ll be safe. If he doesn’t know, he’ll just be grateful to me for letting him know about it. It doesn’t matter either way.


  I guess there was no other way to do it after all. I’ve already given it to him, so it doesn’t matter. All I have to do now is check the store and then head home.


  「Thank you. I’ll just have a look around the store before I go home. Has any new equipment arrived? 」


  「Yes. We have some new items in stock. 」


  「Then let me see them. 」


  「Understood. Please come this way. 」


  I occasionally visit the store in the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge to check to see if there’s anything for sale, because I’d hate it if something good was sold without my knowledge.


  I’m not short on money. I’m not short on money. It’s a phrase I’d like to use at least once in my life, so I’ll say it again. I’m not short on money.


  Not now, at least.


  「 Of course. 」


  I accompanied Sebastian to the store and found an Orichalcum sword on display. It wasn’t there before.


  So this is what’s in stock. However, according to the Identify Skill, there are no free skill slots on it, so I won’t be buying it. Even if there were free Skill Slots on it, I’m not sure if I’d buy it this time, since purchases at this store require not only money but also points. To buy good weapons or weapons with skills, you have to sell similar items to earn points.


  Even though I’m not short of money right now, I don’t have any points, so I can’t buy whatever I want. I guess the world isn’t all about money after all. What I’m thinking of using to save up points is a Sacrificial Misanga. I’ve been buying Caterpillar Skill Crystals as well, and Sherry and I have a 100% chance of succeeding in fusing it. I could also try to win the Sacrificial Misanga itself at auction, but I haven’t gone that far yet, since It’s not good to overdo things either.


  That’s why my funds are limited at the moment. Even if I were to buy a weapon from this shop, I’d need to think carefully before purchasing. I can’t just buy whatever I get my hands on.


  The Orichalcum Sword is a two-handed sword, so it would be equipped by either me or Vesta. I’m mainly into magic and I have Durandal, so Vesta would probably use it, but I don’t think I need it right away. I don’t know how strong the Orichalcum Sword is, but strengthening Vesta’s weapon shouldn’t immediately strengthen the Party as a whole.


  Powerful weapons can instantly make the Party stronger. It would be different if this sword was strong enough to be used in place of Durandal, but to do that, I need to at least have MP Absorption and other Skills on it. Without them, it wouldn’t have much of an immediate effect.


  It is true you can’t get the equipment you want whenever you want to, so if you have the opportunity, you should get it. However, this sword doesn’t have any free Skill Slots, so let’s not this time anyway.


  Alternatively, I’d like to gradually strengthen the armor for the vanguard. Although since it’s armor, I can only strengthen them one piece at a time. Still, it would increase the overall stability and survivability of the wearer. If I’m talking about armor, I’d especially like to upgrade Miria’s armor. If Miria could move freely without worrying about the enemy, the number of my strategies would expand.


  

  * * *


  As for weapons, it might be time to think about strengthening Rutina. If she could constantly reduce the number of times I use magic by at least one, it would make things easier in many ways… or is that asking for too much?


  Whatever. There doesn’t seem to be anything else worth looking at in the store other than the Orichalcum Sword, which is useless to me since it doesn’t have any empty Skill Slots on it. I guess it’s a miss this time. Oh well, I guess I’ll just keep coming back here from time to time to see if there’s anything worthy of my attention.


  「Also, we have some new items that have just arrived. 」


  Sebastian brought out one of these so-called new items and presented them to me. It’s a pair of blue boots. They’re a dark blue, more like navy blue or ultramarine. It looks like they’re called [Enamel High-heel Boots]. They also have one empty Skill Slot in them. It’s only one, but it’s better than nothing.


  「Oh? 」


  Is this something worth buying? I don’t know what kind of equipment these Enamel High-heel Boots are supposed to be. All I know is that it’s an item sold at the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge.


  Well, just because it’s an item sold at the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge without any skills, it must be quite something. It should be on the same level as the Orichalcum Sword, so I might as well buy it after all.


  「It’s an excellent piece of armor that enhances the magic of the wearer, and is quite rare, but two pairs were delivered at the same time. 」


  It’s probably not unusual that two pairs arrived at the same time. If it really is equipment that enhances magic, then it must be excellent, just like Sebastian says.


  Sebastian took out another pair of the blue boots.


  Enamel High Heel Boots, Foot Equipment
 Skill: Empty, Empty, Empty, Empty


  「Wow. Amazing! I want to buy them! 」


  I blurted it out without even asking about the price. No way! This is definitely worth buying! There are five Empty Skill Slots! This is excellent! I’d say it’s the best I’ve ever seen!


  If I get this, I will feel just like Ceasar when he wrote the famous words: Veni, Vidi, Vici in his letter to the Roman Senate after the Battle of Zela, where he achieved a swift victory against Pharnaces II of Pontus!


  I came, I saw, I bought. That’s just how good of a piece of equipment these boots are. No doubt about it.


  「Are you sure you want these, Lord Michio? 」


  Oh no. To Sebastian, the first pair of these Enamel High-heel Boots and the second pair of Enamel High-heel boots should look the exact same, so he probably wonders why my eyes started shining with excitement only after seeing the second pair. I can’t say it’s because there are five Empty Skill Slots in it. Well, the first pair has one as well… but you get the point, right?


  「Hmm. No. I thought about buying a set of two, but I can’t afford two. Of course. Hmm… what should I do? 」


  What am I saying? What about a set of two? It’s not like I need one for each leg. It makes no sense. I feel like I was about to do something entirely unnecessary because I wanted to act as fast as possible, but thankfully I was stopped just in time.


  「Is that so? 」


  Did I manage to get away with it somehow? Or maybe he was just shocked? If he doesn’t press me any further, I guess I’ll be in the clear.


  「However, I suppose I should at least get one of them, since I’ve come all this way. After all, It’s a good opportunity. 」


  In the confusion of not being pressed further, I picked up a pair of Enamel High-heel Boots. The one with five Empty Skill Slots in it, of course. As casually as possible. It doesn’t really matter which one I’d take, but I’ll just pick it up like I didn’t care, and only picked up the one which was closest to me.


  「Please examine them as much as you like before making a decision. 」


  「Yes, I’ll do that. Hmm… they’re indeed quite good. By the way, I’d like to pay with the points that I obtained from a Sacrificial Misanga. Is that possible? 」


  I pretended to examine the Enamel High-heel Boots, and then I changed the topic as soon as I could. I spoke quickly, just like an otaku talking about something that interests him. I’m an equipment otaku after all, so it can’t be helped.


  「Yes. Of course that’s possible, but is that okay? We have two pairs, so please choose carefully. 」


  Apparently, I should have put more thought into it to make my act better. That’s certainly true. After all, For those who enter the Labyrinth, equipment is the thing that they entrust their lives to, so they need to be as careful and considerate about choosing it as they possibly can.


  It is not something that can be neglected. When Roxanne chooses her equipment, she always checks it seriously, meticulously, and in detail. Is it rather suspicious to choose it so easily, like I seemingly did just now?


  「Yes. Thank you for the advice. 」


  「Of course, Lord Michio. 」


  But what should I even look at to make it as convincing as possible?


  Normally, there might be things that are broken, scratched, or unbalanced, but this is one-of-a-kind equipment made with skills and magic. There may be some small scratches here and there, but it’s not something that directly affects the performance of the equipment in this world.


  Or will it affect the performance? No, it won’t. Balance, then? What about balance? How should I look at it? In the first place, there’s almost no difference in appearance between the two pairs of shoes.


  「…I’ll be taking this one. 」


  「Understood. 」


  I couldn’t tell the difference by looking, so I pretended to compare them randomly and chose according to the Identify Skill. This should be fine. If I follow what the Identify Skill is telling me, I won’t make any mistakes. But since I always choose things according to my Skill, my own appraisal eye is not trained all that well, which means that I have to pretend.


  It should be fine. I used the Sacrificial Misanga to get my points, and took out some gold coins to get the Enamel High-heel Boots. As soon as I got them, I went home. Good things come after many troubles, as the saying goes, so I should probably go home as quickly as possible.


  「Welcome back. 」


  When I got home, Roxanne and the others welcomed me. Roxanne’s warm welcome is more heartfelt than Sebastian’s polite welcome.


  「Yeah, I’m back. 」


  「Yes. Now, we can go to the Labyrinth right away! 」


  Roxanne’s warm welcome…. was a lie.


  「That’s… that’s right. 」


  「Yes! 」


  She’s smiling broadly. What she says is certainly heartfelt. She’s letting out her true feelings that she wants to fight in the Labyrinth as soon as possible.


  「Before that, I got some new equipment from the lodge of the Imperial Liberation Society . It seems to strengthen magic, so I’m going to have Rutina wear it. 」


  「That’s good. It will strengthen the Party. 」


  I don’t think we need to strengthen the Party at the moment, Roxanne. We are already making good progress… or could it be that she is determined to go to even higher floors from now on? I tremble at the thought.


  「Is it equipment that strengthens magic? 」


  「And it is for me? 」


  Sherry seems interested in it, but for now I’ll have Rutina wear it. This should be fine. I equipped Rutina with the Enamel High-Heel Boots.


  「I see. 」


  The high heels make her look taller and more slender. Her legs are really long, but with these boots, Rutina’s already good figure has been made even better. That’s amazing. I see, so that’s why women wore high heels back in Japan. The line from her heel to her calf is beautiful. They’re rounded yet slender, creating a smooth, beautiful curve.


  「She looks a little taller. 」


  「Does it affect your movement in any way? 」


  「It’s fine. Until I get used to it, it might be difficult to sprint from one end of the Labyrinth to the other, but as long as it’s a realistic distance, it won’t be a problem. 」


  Even if she got used to it, I think it’d be difficult to sprint from one end to the other in high heels, since while wearing them, everything supposedly feels like running a marathon.


  

  * * *


  Well, it’s not like she’d actually have to run from one end of the Labyrinth to the other, so it should all be good. It may not be the most appropriate equipment for fighting in a Labyrinth, but Rutina is a member of the rear guard, so she usually won’t be facing monsters directly, and having stronger magic will be more beneficial to her than the other members of my Party.


  She puts on her new equipment, and then we enter the Labyrinth. It’s not like a single piece of equipment has made things dramatically easier. It’s only made things a little easier, but that’s fine for now. If it makes things too easy, some people will get too excited, and I don’t want that. But Roxanne was already excited even without that.


  「This is the Waiting Room! 」she said.


  Having passed through the 47th floor, we took on the 48th floor. However, before fighting the Floor Boss on the 48th floor, Sherry stopped us.


  「Can I go outside before we go in? 」


  I see. I guess we’re advancing too fast after all, and she wants us to slow down. Slowing down is fine in my opinion.


  「Yeah. Let’s go outside and rest for a while. 」


  「No. I want to see if any other Parties have entered the Labyrinth, and we can see that at the entrance. 」


  I was wrong. We’re not going to rest. You too, Sherry?


  「Now that I think about it, you said we could find that out by looking at the entrance. 」


  「Yes. 」


  I had no choice but to go outside. So we warped there.


  「There are some fallen weeds, but I think these are probably the ones we broke off last time. The fallen leaves over there are the grass I stepped on before. They’re all fallen in the same way. That means no Parties have entered the Labyrinth since we got here last time. 」


  Roxanne and Sherry checked the situation outside. You remember the grass you stepped on before, Roxanne? That’s a bit of an overkill, even for you.


  We’re going directly into the Labyrinth by Warp, so we haven’t disturbed the area near the entrance yet. If there was a Party other than us in this Labyrinth, they would have traveled there by Field Walker before entering, so there would have been traces left in the grass near the entrance.


  「Since there are no other parties in the Labyrinth, we can just slowly go up its floors. 」


  Oh, Sherry, my dear friend. I believed in you. I wanted to believe that you won’t betray me, but now I have to call you Sherry Brutus.


  「Yes. We can just go up the floors at whichever pace we like. 」


  That’s not what I meant, Roxanne. I meant the exact opposite!


  To tell the truth, breaking through the 47th floor this time made me realize something: that there is a limit, and that I am about to reach that limit. It may not be today or tomorrow, but that limit will come to bite me in the not-too-distant future.


  Parties are limited to six people, so we’ve already reached the limit on that; and the higher the floor of the Labyrinth, the harder it is to clear it, so it won’t be any easier for us. If we wanted to equip ourselves with better gear, we only need to save up a little money; but even with that, there is still a limit to how much stronger we can get thanks to equipment alone.


  In other words, I feel like our progress has been stalled.


  Meanwhile, the monsters are steadily getting stronger with each floor of the labyrinth we go up. They’ll definitely get stronger. There’s no way that they will stop getting stronger. I don’t know how many floors it will take, but the monsters… they’re getting stronger, definitely, steadily, and more than us. The difference in strength between us is steadily narrowing, and the day of them becoming actually dangerous to fight is near. If we keep climbing up the floors of the Labyrinths like Roxanne wants us to, we’re only going to speed up our own demise.


  Up until now, I had thought that we would reach our limit at the 60th or 70th floor, but at this time, I felt that we would reach our limit at the 60th or 70th floor… wait. These two things are exactly the same.


  No. Don’t say it’s the same. There is a sense, a gut feeling that I have, and a myriad of emotions welling up inside of me. It’s like I can clearly see that there is a limit. There is a limit, but I don’t know where exactly that limit is.


  This is frightening.


  There is a possibility that the next floor is going to be beyond our limit. For example, if the difference in strength between us is 1 to 1.8, it’s going to be a piece of cake, but if it’s 1 to 1.799, we might be in a pinch. It’s difficult to grasp that difference. We are fine for now, but that will change as we get closer to our limit. It’s going to become a problem. No. Maybe it’s just an illusion that it’s fine for now. I’m deeply troubled.


  「Well, that’s beside the point. But why hasn’t anyone else come here yet? 」


  「Yes, that’s strange. 」


  「In that case, there’s no choice. Let’s give this place a name. 」


  I don’t know the name of this place. I wasn’t told about it, but it definitely exists, and not having a name for it is a bit of an inconvenience. It’s like saying: let’s go there today, or go to that island now. We can’t just keep going with that place, that island, or the new Labyrinth monikers forever. We need a name for it, and so we will give it a name.


  「Wow. As expected of Master. 」


  I don’t know what she meant by that, but Roxanne must have found it inconvenient as well.


  「Let’s name this place Akishima. 」 I announced at the entrance to the Labyrinth.


  It’s an island near a place with a name similar to Tachikawa or something, so Akishima. It seems to be a deserted island, so we can name it whatever we want. The original inhabitants might still be there somewhere, but we’ll think about it then.


  「Yes. That’s a good name. Really, as expected of you, Master. 」


  I don’t know if it’s a good name or not.


  「I see.」


  I don’t know what you mean by that. Sherry. I hope you haven’t got the wrong idea.


  「Akishima, desu! 」


  「I think it’ll be fine. 」


  「So you’ve given it a name for the sake of the Lord’s Assembly and are now seriously exploring the Labyrinth? I see. 」 Rutina explained to herself – though that’s definitely not what I meant by naming it.


  Still, there’s nothing we can do about it now that we’ve named it. I can’t say that I’m not motivated now. From now on, this island is Akishima.


  After that, we re-entered the 48th floor and continued our exploration. It can’t be helped. Well, no matter how motivated Roxanne is, it’s a relief that exploration isn’t progressing so easily now.


  「The Duke of Hartz called for you? 」


  「Yes. He wanted me to show up before him. 」


  We leisurely explored the Akishima Labyrinth. Of course, we were also active in the Quratar’s Labyrinth, and sometimes, we bought Caterpillar Skill Crystals from Luke, a middleman for the Merchants’ Guild.


  When I purchased the Enamel High-heeled Boots from the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge, I let go of a Sacrificial Misanga for it, but it shouldn’t result in things like raising the purchase price of Caterpillar Skill Crystals for Luke. Well, it should be fine as it is.


  I should probably make some fine adjustments, but moving around too much could arouse suspicion, so it’s better to keep quiet. I have a wound in my shin, after all, and I don’t want anyone to look into my sore spot.


  I didn’t ask for Skill Crystals specifically for the sake of the Enamel High-heeled Boots, either. If I did that, it would only arouse more suspicions, so yeah, it’s best to keep quiet. Still, I can’t just strengthen Rutina’s equipment alone. It feels like I’ve been getting a lot of equipment one after another lately – all for Rutina. I can’t just have Rutina getting stuff. Someone might be dissatisfied with that.


  I wonder if they’re actually thinking that?


  No. Is it okay to only strengthen Rutina’s equipment? Rutina has only just joined us, after all. I could argue that she’s only just getting her starting equipment… ah, so maybe that’s why the girls are not complaining. Could Rutina do with some more equipment, then? Well, in this case it’s all down to luck.


  

  * * *


  As for right now, maybe it’s time for a little break?


  「Sherry, let’s do some fusing. 」


  「Understood! 」


  When I got home from the Merchant’s Guild, I spoke to Sherry. She knew that I had gone to pick up the Caterpillar’s Skill crystals, so she waited obediently at the table. She seemed motivated.


  「Well then. 」


  「Eh… ? 」


  She seemed a little surprised when I took out a Body Clip from the Item Box.


  「I’ll leave this to you. 」


  「But… but isn’t that the secret treasure of Rutina’s clan? 」


  「It’s fine. There’s no problem. 」


  The secret treasure thing is just what that old hag said. There was no one to wear it, so she probably called it a secret treasure passed down in the clan for generations to give it to us as a token of her gratitude.


  In the end, that’s all there is to it. You could even call it a polite way to get rid of a nuisance. These Body Clips are actually quite a hassle for the person wearing them, because the clips pinch the most sensitive parts of their bodies. It’s a burden, so I’ve taken it off of Rutina for now.


  It has to be worn when entering the Labyrinth, but it’s best to take it off at any other time, especially since we’re not constantly in the Labyrinths. I do not run a black company like that, and I take a great deal of pride in it.


  We should make sure to take it off when eating or resting. This comes from the kindness of my heart, nothing else, and I want the girls to appreciate that and know that I’m never making Rutina wear it with any wicked intentions in my heart.


  「Um, is it okay? 」


  「Yeah, no problem. 」


  Sherry’s eyes wandered a little, but she went ahead with it anyway.


  「I-It’s done. 」
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  「Wow. You did a great job. You’re really good at it, Sherry! 」


  「T-Thank you… very much. 」


  Sherry managed to successfully fuse the equipment yet again. Since she was always doing fusions on items that had at least one Empty Skill Slot in them, she had never failed before, and there should be no problem with her fusions from now on as well.


  「Okay. It’s a proper Sacrificial Body Clip. Rutina, come here, please. 」


  The Caterpillar’s Skill Crystal was fused, and the resulting equipment had the Sacrifice Skill embedded into it.


  The Body Clip is an accessory, so it cannot be equipped at the same time as the Sacrificial Misanga, which is also an accessory. That’s why we fused it. Because you never know what you’ll find in the Labyrinth, the Sacrifice Skill is absolutely necessary for our survival, just in case that things would ever go south. Since you can’t equip the Sacrificial Misanga at the same time, the only option was to give the Body Clip the Sacrifice Skill instead.


  「Um, you fused the Sacrifice Skill, right? 」


  I called Rutina over. Because it’s the equipment she’ll be wearing, she probably wanted to confirm it herself.


  「That’s right. You’re really good at it, Sherry. 」


  「Ah, y-yes, I am… but… 」


  「Huh? What’s wrong, Sherry? Is there a problem? 」


  There shouldn’t be any problems, since everything went down as it usually did.


  I’m going to put the equipment on Rutina myself. The Body Clip must be put on gently, carefully, with love, and with the utmost care. That’s how delicate of a piece of equipment it is. I can’t leave it to someone else. I have to put it on myself.


  「Umm…Is it alright? I think it’s valuable equipment…khh…! 」


  Yeah, it’s fine. As long as I can hear that lovely voice of yours, it’s absolutely fine.


  「No problem. 」


  「Yes, but… but when the Sacrifice Skill is going to be activated, the equipment will be destroyed…kya! 」


  「Life is more important than equipment. 」 I’ll only be able to hear this voice if Rutina is alive. Only then can I enjoy it. Only then can I be happy about it.


  I’ve confirmed that equipment with the Sacrifice Skill will be destroyed when hit with an attack strong enough to take the life of the one who wears it. As a result, no life is lost, but the equipment itself gets destroyed in its place.


  Well, if the same attack would be used twice, there would be nothing to block it the second time. Gozer said that it should be fine as long as the first attack can be blocked, so it is more than enough to prevent surprise attacks or assassination attempts.


  For that reason, I needed equipment with the Sacrifice Skill on it.


  「Yes. Thank you. Mm… Mm… 」


  Thank you too, Rutina, for making such wonderful noises.


  After putting on the equipment for Rutina, we set off again. We explored the 48th floor of Akishima’s Labyrinth. The 48th floor is of moderate difficulty. It’s not so difficult that I feel my life is in danger, but it’s not so easy that it’s a piece of cake either. There were no enemies strong enough to satisfy Roxanne, but not so weak that she would complain either.


  I fought with a sense of tension, and slowly got used to fighting the enemies there. It’s good that there are no maps or information about Akishima Labyrinth, because it means that we can fight on the 48th floor for a while. It’s clear that our limit is getting closer to us, but it’s not the 48th floor.


  「Well, since I’ve been summoned by the Duke, I’ll be out for a bit today. 」


  The next day, I answered a summons from the Duke of Hartz.


  I got called upon by the Duke Hartz, I have to buy things from Luke, and when I have nothing to do, I go to the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge, and I have a lot of errands to take care of.


  I think the reason things are running smoothly is because I’m not fighting in the Labyrinths all day long. I don’t feel stressed, and I don’t feel cornered, except for the issue of my limit. Well, my limit isn’t now. I can worry about tomorrow, tomorrow.


  Objectively, I think we spend a relatively long time in the Labyrinth, but there’s no TV or games or any decent form of entertainment in this world, so it’s not like there’s anything else to do anyway. Sleep well, eat well, fight well. That’s about it here. That is all that it takes to have a fulfilling life here. That, and at the end of the day you just have to take a refreshing bath.


  Of course I don’t take a bath alone, and when I get out of the bath, I feel even more fulfilled.


  Mufufufufu!


  How can you say things aren’t running smoothly with things like this? Everything is definitely running smoothly. And it’s not like we have to enter just the Labyrinth of Akishima, where we reached up to the 48th floor. We also defeat Floor Bosses on the 44th floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth.


  We enter other floors as well from time to time. Sometimes we even enter the first floor of the Quratar’s Labyrinth in search of Kobold Salt for the purposes of my cooking. Salt is a necessity, after all. You could say I could just buy Kobold Salt in the shops in town, but when I see the price difference between selling and buying it, I just can’t help it.


  I know that it makes me look like a bit of a cheapskate, but in my opinion it seems stupid to buy it with money if I can get it essentially for free with relatively little effort. I also feel like I’ll lose if I buy it.


  So anyway, it’s not like we’re always on the 48th floor of Akishima’s Labyrinth, so I don’t feel any strange pressure or stress. I’d say I’m doing well.


  The Labyrinth is also one group from the 45th to the 55th floors, so the number of enemies we have to fight won’t suddenly increase. If we continue at our current pace, we should be able to get up to the 55th floor without any problems.


  As long as we don’t do something unreasonable like going up one floor per day, that is. The danger is that if Roxanne gets out of control, that can really happen. In order to make sure that’s not going to be the case, I need to keep a firm grip on her reins.


  The Labyrinths only appear when they’ve grown up to the 50th floor, but it seems they don’t get particularly strong at that level. Sherry had said so too. They only get strong from the 56th floor, and in fact, labyrinths with a top level of 55 or lower seem to be defeated by the lord’s knights shortly after they appear.


  

  * * *


  It’s rare for the rulers of the lands where Labyrinths are located and their knights to slack off in their duties of liberating the Labyrinths as Rutina’s father the Earl of Selmar, did, because doing so can lead to serious consequences, just like I’ve witnessed first-hand.


  「His Excellency is waiting in the back. 」


  When I arrived at the lobby of Bode’s castle, I was told to go on my own as usual.


  「Oh, wait a moment, please. 」


  But then, someone else called me back. You’re right. It’s weird to be told to go on your own to the Duke’s chambers like that, so of course someone was bound to call me back at some point.


  「What is it? 」


  「Lady Cassia also has something that she would like to discuss with you. 」


  Cassia, huh? I see. Is that so? If she wants to get rid of the Duke of Hartz or something like that, she can come and consult me anytime. If she wants to, we can even try to rebel against the old hag together. Then again, that would probably throw the region in a state of chaos.


  「I see. 」


  「I will inform her of your arrival. Please head to the Duke’s office first. 」


  I was called back, but then he just let me go on my own again. Anyway, it looks like I have no choice but to go to the Duke’s office as instructed.


  「Who is it? 」


  I knocked on the door to the office, and from inside came the Duke’s voice asking who it was.


  Huh, looks like Gozer is not here at the moment. If he was there, it was usually his job to ask who was at the door awaiting an audience with the Duke. Since he’s the big shot here, someone else should take that duty over when Gozer’s not in the office with him, but apparently that’s not the case here.


  Anyway, the Duke’s voice came back from inside the office, which means that Gozer is not inside, and I’m going to be alone in there with him.


  「It’s Michio. 」


  「Ah, Lord Michio. Please, do come in. 」


  「Yes. 」 I can’t turn around and leave now, so I just go inside.


  「Thank you for coming. Sorry, but it’s actually Cassia who needs your help this time. I’ll call her now. 」


  「Ah. I was just informed about that in the lobby. Someone should have already gone to tell her that I’ve arrived. 」


  「I see. Then sit down. 」


  「Of course. 」


  Would it have been better to pretend that nothing had happened in the lobby? Well, even if it was, it’s too late for it now. I just don’t want to be told later that she must have heard that conversation in the lobby.


  「Is Selmar’s daughter in good health? 」


  He’s talking about Rutina, the daughter of the former Earl of Selmar.


  「Yes. She’s doing her best. 」


  To get revenge on someone for what he did to her father, that is… but I’m going to keep that little detail to myself, and I am sure as hell not going to try and stop her.


  「She was originally an Earl’s daughter. If she goes to the Wizard’s Guild, she should be able to change Jobs. 」


  「…I suppose so. 」


  But I know that even if she went to the Wizard’s Guild, she wouldn’t be able to change her Job to a Wizard, since she’s already a Wizard.


  「Judging by that expression of yours… have you already taken her there? 」


  「…No. 」


  That’s not what I meant. Not in the slightest. But I don’t need to explain that to him right now. I haven’t even told the old hag that Rutina has become a Wizard.


  「But she will eventually become one. Please be patient. 」


  She’s already a wizard, so time’s not even an issue here.


  「Excuse me. 」


  There was a knock on the door, and before the Duke could even ask who it was, Cassia came in. She’s as beautiful as ever.


  「You’re welcome. 」


  「Lord Michio, it’s nice to see you again. 」


  「Y-Yes, you as well. 」


  It’s easy to mistake such a welcome for something else. But I have Rutina in my house. As someone who hears Rutina’s lovely voice over and over again every day, it feels a little wrong.


  I’m more than satisfied with Rutina. No, really, I’m more than satisfied with her. In fact, I’d rather go home and dote on Rutina than stay here. What would the Duke of Hartz even be without Gozer?


  「Is Rutina doing well? 」


  「Yes, she is. 」


  「She doesn’t seem to be able to become a magician yet, though. 」


  The Duke shouldn’t say such unnecessary things. She’s doing well. She’s actually getting used to it rather well.


  「I see. They didn’t even offer elite education to her there. 」


  See, what did I tell you? Now Cassia has become depressed. And in regards to her progress, it’s not a matter of education she received, but leveling her Job properly.


  It seems that it’s normal for the children of nobles to form Parties with more experienced Adventurers from a young age so that they can enter the Labyrinths with them, but from what I could gather, Rutina didn’t do that at the personal request of the former Earl of Selmar. If only she had done that, then she would have probably been able to become a Wizard by herself, without needing any help from me. But things ended up going differently, for better or worse.


  「She’s doing quite well. 」


  「Is that so? 」


  「She’s a valuable asset to my Party. 」 I praised her highly.


  Is it a strategy to make Rutina feel bad and then cheer her up by offering her excessive praise? Because if that was Cassia’s aim here, then it’s a success.


  「Is that so? Please take good care of Rutina then. 」


  「Yes, of course I will. 」


  I don’t really mind praising Rutina.


  「Also, about the matter you came here for today… 」


  「Yes? What do you need me to do? 」


  I see. She is changing the topic of conversation to a different subject, and what she’s about to say is going to be the main subject. She made me praise Rutina, and then she’s going to demand a concession from me.


  「It seems that you were scheming with the Duke to make a mockery out of me. 」


  「… What? 」


  「Don’t you think that you went too far with it? 」


  Casia was angry, and she was blaming me, but I don’t know what she’s angry and blaming me about. I wanted to know what that was all about, but if I asked her why she was angry, I’d be in trouble. It doesn’t change the fact that I don’t understand what’s going on at all.


  「No, no, no. I wasn’t hiding anything from you or scheming behind your back, Cassia. 」


  When I looked at the Duke, he offered me a helping hand. Good, do more. I’ll give you the right to cause trouble for Gozer if you do!


  「But you kept it a secret from me, didn’t you? 」


  「No… that’s… 」


  He was knocked out with a single hit! You should stop bothering Gozer after all. Now I start to actually pity the guy!


  「Uhm… what are you talking about? 」


  「A mirror. 」


  「A… mirror? 」


  「I heard that Michio-sama brought it in. 」


  You mean the mirror that I brought from Palmasque and sold to the Duke?


  「Oh, that one… wait, I didn’t know that it was supposed to be a secret. 」


  「Well, the Duke certainly kept it a secret from me. 」


  「I see. 」


  Isn’t that the Duke’s fault? Because it’s sure as hell not my fault.


  「No, no. I didn’t know if it would work…. 」


  When I looked at the Duke again, he started making lame excuses.


  「How could you keep something so wonderful a secret from me? 」


  「I see. So the Duke kept it a secret from you? 」


  「That’s right. 」


  I’ll go along with Cassia here.


  「No. As a result…. 」


  「As a result, you kept it a secret from me. 」


  「I didn’t do it intentionally…. 」


  「 But you intentionally concealed it from me. 」


  The Duke is guilty. And if the suspicion of the Duke becomes stronger, the suspicion of me will weaken, so I continued to let her criticize him.


  「You are awful, my Lord. To be hiding such a wonderfully made interior decoration, and a mirror at that… 」


  

  * * *


  「But I didn’t even know that you would be interested in it so much… 」


  「Of course I would be. Any woman is bound to be interested in any kind of mirror, precisely because they are mirrors. 」


  It seems that Cassia really likes mirrors as interior decorations. Well, it is a mirror after all, so there may be a lot of demand for it from women, and the Duke, who only thought of it as a mere gift, has demonstrated a glaring lack of understanding.


  「I see. 」


  「If it was known that you could provide such a fine item, how much demand would there be? And if you couldn’t give it to the receivers, how much resentment would there be? Just imagining it makes me tremble. You don’t understand such important matters at all! 」


  「I, I see. 」


  I can also sense the gap in my understanding with Cassia, who is really passionate about it.


  「If it’s an item like this, we must not let anything happen to us when we get it. We must make sure that we can obtain it with our own power. 」


  「Ah, I see. 」


  I was the one who sold the mirror to the Duke. So you want me to sell more of them? Or you want me to become your subordinate? Please don’t do the latter. I have no intention of joining the Knight Order of Hartz Duchy.


  「I hope you can understand that, Lord Michio. 」


  「Uh, yeah. Well…. 」


  I can’t help but shy away from it.


  「So I would like you to allow us to obtain the mirrors on our own from Palmasque. 」


  「I see. 」


  So instead of selling it, she wants to get them on their own. That way, I won’t have to become their subordinate, so that’s a good deal for me.


  「To meet the strong demand from all quarters, we need to be able to obtain mirrors at any time and any amount. It has to be that way. Can you understand that? That’s all there is to it. But still, it really is wonderful. 」


  「Y-You might be right. 」


  If I said it was just a mirror, I’d get beaten up for sure. It’s just a mirror to me.


  「Yes. Thank you. 」


  I’m being asked to say something, but it doesn’t matter unless I’d want to get conscripted to join the Knight Order of Hartz Duchy


  「O-Okay. 」


  「Yes. So we’re planning to have our subordinate Adventurers, who can move quickly, obtain it from now on. 」


  Well, it can’t be helped. There may be times when you need it right away, and in this world communication is not easy because of the lack of phones or email.
 Contacting me takes days, as Luke has to be contacted, and the message comes to me when there is something to be done, and I have to act the next day or so. Furthermore, if I had to come, place an order, go buy it, and bring it to Bode, the time wasted would increase by at least a full day.


  Although that’s natural in this world, it can be a problem. If she’s really passionate about mirror crafts, I can understand her concerns. Even if she doesn’t want to lose profits by going through me, the same cannot be said about the Duke of Hartz himself.


  No, maybe that’s not the case here as well. I’m sure that nobles would be willing to take a small cut from each transaction for themselves, and he’s a mass of middleman exploitation himself.


  「I see. In that case, it can’t be helped. There may be times when we’ll need it urgently. 」


  I should have given in here without complaining. In the first place, he was only being considerate and said he’d get it on his own because I came to sell the mirror in the first place. He doesn’t have exclusive rights to do it, and we haven’t signed a contract, so it’s not like I’ll get anything out of it if I complain.


  I might be able to get some kind of penalty or compensation, but from their point of view, that would be the same as a severance payment. Leaving aside the idea that it might be better to break off ties with the Duke, if the job of delivering mirrors is going to be taken away from me anyway, I might as well just let it go. It’s not like I really want to do this job either, so it won’t be a big deal if it’s gone.


  「Thank you. 」


  「If necessary, I don’t mind taking your Adventurers to Palmasque. 」


  I’ll do him a favor here.


  「I can’t ask you to go that far. 」


  「It’s okay, it’s fine. 」


  「In that case, maybe tomorrow morning? Is that okay? 」


  「Understood. 」


  After all, they’re elves. Not knights, but Adventurers; but if they’re in Cassia’s or the Duke’s employment, they must be elves. There might be women among them as well. Or rather, if they’re one of those who’re crazy about mirrors, there’s a good chance of a woman being a part of the team.


  Or maybe they’re all men who’re crazy about mirrors? No, if they’re Cassia’s subordinates, they’re probably women. If it’s a trusted subordinate sent by the mirror-crazed Cassia to obtain a mirror, it’s hard to believe it’d be a fat, ugly bastard.


  A female elf crazy about mirrors, with an insatiable pursuit of beauty… a joyful journey with this beautiful female elf Adventurer would be an absolute win! I’ll have to teach her everything step by step. It’ll be a long road to Palmasque. The road to victory.The road to love and desire. After all, the person I’ll be teaching will be an elf. I’ll need to teach her carefully from start to finish.


  The road to Palmasque. The road to love. The road to climax. A journey of love and emotion with a beautiful elf. A joyful journey, and a carnival of beautiful elves, and a feast of carnal desire and chaos!


  ………


  I thought it’d be like that. It’s true that I had great ulterior motives and some ambition, but of course there was nothing of the sort happening. Nothing. The height of nothingness. We simply went there and came back. I merely served as the driver for the others.


  It’s not that there were no female adventurers. There were. And all of them were beautiful. A variety of beautiful elf adventurers to choose from. But nothing happened.


  I was worried about using the Warp Skill while disguising the muttering of the Field Walker Skill, but the female elf Adventurers didn’t come close enough to me to hear the soft murmuring of the spell.


  It was impossible for us to touch each other, I couldn’t even smell them, and they were so far away that it was difficult to even recognize their presence. It ended with a hopeless sense of distance. There was absolutely nothing. Time just passed in vain.


  「Welcome back. 」


  「I’m back. 」


  Roxanne came close to greet me simply because I returned home. I went to Bode, formed a Party with some female elven Adventurers, and went to each Adventurer’s guild on my way to Palmasque. It hadn’t taken more than thirty minutes. I was only away from home for ten or twenty minutes, I think. And yet I was greeted so warmly. I wanted to rest now, for about two hours or so, but…


  「Then shall we go to Akishima’s Labyrinth? 」


  「Yes. That’s right. Leave it to me. 」


  Was that Roxanne’s ulterior motive in welcoming me? No way. If she had an ulterior motive, it wouldn’t have been strange for a female elven Adventurer to have one as well, like learning the secret to teleporting to Palmasque, or maybe they want to learn the Warp Skill from me? Anyway, I had no choice but to enter the Labyrinth now.


  The female elven Adventurers are going to form a Party by themselves, and test whether they can actually go to Palmasque and return, and I was told to come back tomorrow. If they succeed, I’ll probably be relieved of my duties.


  I think Sherry negotiated to buy the Palmasque Mirror a little cheaper, but there’s no need to inform them about that, because It could also lead to the question of why I was not in Palmasque personally.


  Why was it, again? Oh yeah, because I wasn’t an Adventurer back then. I guess it’s best to keep quiet after all. I can’t explain such things. Today, I’ll obediently challenge Akishima’s Labyrinth.


  What’s great about Akishima’s labyrinth is that there are no maps or information, so no matter how hard Roxanne tries, it’s not easy to climb upwards as fast as anywhere else. We need to explore steadily, little by little. That’s a good thing. It means there’s plenty of room for us to improve our skills.



 
  Chapter 4: Restrictions


  『Miria』
 Current Levels & Equipment:
 Assassin Lv.43


  Equipment:
 Estoc of Petrification
 Chainmail
 Iron Shield
 Hardened Leather Helmet
 Hardened Leather Gloves
 Hardened Leather Boots
 Sacrificial Misanga


  「Well, I’m off then. 」


  「Yes. Have a nice day. 」


  The day passed uneventfully, and the next day I set off to Bode again.


  I’ve been going out a lot in the morning lately. Or maybe not. Has it always been like this? I feel like it’s always been like this. In this world, it’s almost impossible to meet someone at 2 or 3 in the afternoon, so the best time to meet someone is first thing in the morning.


  It’s impossible to meet someone at 11:45 or something. If you try to meet someone in the afternoon, you’ll waste time waiting and end up working all day, so it’s best if you can meet them before they leave in the morning. So today, as always, I set off early.


  「His Excellency is in his office. 」


  「Okay. 」


  At Bode’s castle, as always, I’m told to go further in by myself.


  「Uhm. Thank you. 」


  「Hmm? 」


  No. Not this time. I was once again stopped.


  「Thank you for taking my wife to that faraway city yesterday. 」


  It seems that the wife of the guard was one of the female elf Adventurers whom I took to Palmasque yesterday. For the record, I didn’t make a move on her. I wanted to, though. I guess this receptionist is secretly a winner in life, getting married to a beautiful wife like that.


  Not like I would know anything about it. Even among elves, who all look beautiful to humans, there may be differences in the degrees of beauty. It’s possible that this person also thinks that if his wife’s nose was just a millimeter higher, the entire surface of the earth would have changed.


  「You’re welcome. 」


  「My wife is very happy, and is excited to get her own mirror. 」


  It seems that I have stimulated his wife’s desire for material things. In other words, she is probably going to tell him to earn more money so she can buy a mirror, I get it. Or that she decided that she wants a mirror to be her birthday present, I get it. Next thing he’ll know, she’s going to be asking him things like: 「Do you remember when our wedding anniversary is? 」.


  In fact, it might not even be a wedding anniversary, but something trivial like the day they bought their first plate together, or like the day they bought their first clothes after getting married. Not like I would know anything about that.


  After all, for most men, marriage is the end of life. Just because you have a beautiful wife doesn’t mean you are a winner in life. No, wait.


  He’s not going to start blaming me for taking his wife to some kinda strange place, right? He’s not going to start thinking that I dragged his wife down the path of decadence, right? He’s not going to think that I was the one in the wrong, right?


  「Yeah. 」


  Without any additional words of reply, I headed towards the Duke’s office. The Duke of Hartz’s custom of letting people inside without permission seemed to be in full swing for today.


  「What is it? 」


  「It’s Michio. 」


  「Come in. 」


  When I arrived at the office and knocked on the door, I heard a reply. That voice belonged to Gozer. It was reassuring to know that Gozer was here this time. The Duke of Hartz’s household was not a bad one after all. With Gozer here, I’ll be safe.


  「Thank you for yesterday, Lord Michio. 」


  Cassia was also in the office. She bowed to me beautifully. With Cassia by my side, there is nothing else I need. The Duke of Hartz might not even be present here at all for all that I care.


  「Lord Michio, please, have a seat. 」


  「Thank you. 」


  At the suggestion of the Duke, whose presence was not needed here at all, I sat down on the sofa.


  「Lord Michio, after what happened yesterday, we tried the route that you’ve shown us and we were able to make it to Palmasque safely on our own. Thank you. 」


  When I sat down, Cassia bowed politely again. Whatever she’s doing, she’s beautiful and picturesque as ever.
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  「That’s good to hear. 」


  「Yes. We owe it all to Lord Michio’s kind guidance. 」


  「No, no, I didn’t do anything worth mentioning. 」


  I didn’t come anywhere near a position where I could give guidance to anyone.


  「Lord Michio, you have been kind to us, so naturally, I’m thinking about giving you a reward. 」


  I received these words from the Duke of Hartz. I was so happy I couldn’t speak.


  「Yes. 」


  Of course, I’ll take what I can get. Sincerity is not in words, but in money. I’m on the side of the Commutative School, after all.


  「I’ve spoken to Cassia about giving you the right to conquer Labyrinths when a large-scale Labyrinth subjugation occurs. 」


  「The right to conquer Labyrinths? 」


  What, that’s it? Are you saying that you want to give me the right that is equivalent to buying crappy games?


  「Are you aware of the story that when a Labyrinth is conquered, the difficulty of the surrounding Labyrinths decreases? 」


  「Ah, yes. 」


  Let’s pretend that I already knew that. Sherry said something like that, I think. I never paid any attention to it, though.


  「Even if you defeat a 50-floor Labyrinth, the difficulty of the surrounding Labyrinths only drops slightly. However, if you defeat a Labyrinth with higher levels, the difficulty of the surrounding Labyrinths drops exponentially. Large-scale Labyrinth subjugations that significantly lower the difficulty of the surrounding labyrinths occur several times a year. 」


  「I see. 」


  「At that time, it becomes easier to subjugate the surrounding Labyrinths. Even if you liberate such a Labyrinth, you won’t be awarded the title of lord of the land, but it’s perfect for training. In most cases, you will be incorporated into the territory of those who defeated the first large Labyrinth that caused the difficulty to drop. Still, it’s a great way to enter the 23rd, 34th, or 45th floors for the first time. 」


  The 23rd, 34th, and 45th floors are floors where the group of monsters that appear changes and monsters become one level stronger. People who have fought on the 22nd floor would usually hesitate a little to set foot on the 23rd floor. Only Roxanne would go ahead regardless.


  When the surrounding labyrinths have been defeated and the difficulty has been lowered, it’s easier to proceed. If you can fight without problems, that’s fine. Even if you feel that your level is not quite high enough, if you get used to fighting at a lower difficulty level, you can do it at normal levels next time.


  So there’s a hack for conquering labyrinths like that. I’m sure they’ve thought of various ways to devise it. If there’s a policy from above, there’s a countermeasure from below.


  「I see. 」


  「Well, information about which Labyrinths have become like that is unlikely to be circulated in Adventurer’s Guilds. The Imperial Liberation Society might have some, though. Either way, it’s difficult for non-nobles to get hold of such information while it’s still fresh. 」


  「Hmm. 」


  That’s dirty, as expected of nobles.


  「Nobles have a responsibility to defeat such Labyrinths. This is the opposite of that. 」


  There’s no point in defending yourself. Or rather, don’t forget that you’re trying to push that responsibility onto someone else in the first place. That’s not a defense at all.


  「Hmm. 」


  「It’s perfect for training. 」


  It certainly could be good for training. On the lower floors, that is.


  「Well, the lower floors are fine, but how should we train on the top floor, the 50th floor? 」


  If it’s the 23rd or 45th floors, you can repeatedly fight the Floor Boss. If you do it multiple times, it can be used as training, and it’s fine even if several Parties come.


  In contrast, the Floor Boss on the top floor will be dead after just one fight. If the Floor Boss on the top floor is defeated, the Labyrinth itself is defeated and disappears. You can only fight it once.


  It’s not much of a hassle to train. In that case, it would be better to repeatedly fight the Floor Boss on the 50th floor in a Labyrinth with more than 50 floors, like the Labyrinth of Quratar. It might be okay if it was the 56th floor boss, though. The enemy would be just one level stronger, so it can’t be that bad.


  

  * * *


  There’s apparently no way to know how many floors the Labyrinth has grown to before liberating it. If it’s a Labyrinth that has only just appeared, it’s probably the 50 floors one. If you just happen to be fighting the Floor Boss on the 56th floor and it happens to be the final one, that would be extremely inefficient. Normally, no one would do that. In that case, you can just do the 56th floor boss battle in a labyrinth that is definitely over 57 floors.


  「Everything is an experience. If you liberate a Labyrinth in an easy place once, you’ll be able to fight without feeling intimidated the next time. 」


  「Experience? 」


  That might be the case. It seems like a forced excuse to me though. I wonder which is it going to be in the end. Well, it might be a widespread belief in the world of nobles. Even if it doesn’t have that much effect, it’s not something that can be completely denied.


  「If that’s what you want, I’d love to introduce you to a suitable Labyrinth, Lord Michio. Good experience will surely be of use to you. 」


  「The 50th floor is first come, first served, so it won’t work that well, right? 」


  After all, once you defeat it, it’s over. You can’t force someone not to defeat the 50th floor’s Floor Boss, and you can’t forbid other Parties from entering the Labyrinth either. If you enter the Labyrinth in the middle of the night when no one is around, you won’t know that. It would be impossible to target and subjugate it like that, wouldn’t it?


  「You mean, could it be liberated by another Party? 」


  「Well, that’s certainly a possibility. 」


  「I won’t say it’s impossible, but it’s not high. That would be the case if the Labyrinth had reached the 50th floor, but nobles aren’t assigned to subjugate Labyrinths that have been conquered that far. Usually, even if a Labyrinth has been liberated, it’s only at the 40th floor or lower. Once they decide to subjugate it, they won’t tell the Explorers at the entrance even if they have cleared a floor, so if nobles who can send in multiple Parties share information, other parties won’t subjugate it. 」


  Nobles are a dirty bunch after all. Are they going to involve the Explorers at the entrance in their schemes? Talk about being petty.


  Normally, if you ask the Explorers at the Labyrinth entrance for it, they will take you to the top floor where the exploration has progressed. That’s because when a floor is conquered, the Explorers at the entrance are informed of the new floor. If you don’t tell them that you have conquered a floor and moved on to the next floor, your rivals won’t enter the top floor.


  On the first or second floor, it may be possible for another Party to get there first, but as the number of floors to conquer increases, this will no longer be the case. Which party is able to reach the Floor Boss room first is ultimately a matter of luck, so as the number of attempts increases, it will regress to the mean according to the law of large numbers. It will be difficult for a random Party that does not share information to continue coming out on top for several floors in a row.


  At some floor, a Party under the command of a noble can be expected to conquer it in the shortest time. If one party can conquer a floor first, then on the next floor, all parties under the control of the same noble can reroll the dice at almost the same time, so victory is practically guaranteed. Or, even if it is not the shortest, the second or third Party to conquer the next floor and second to third will still be able to come out on top overall.


  「Sounds tough. 」


  「It often is, but conquering Labyrinths is the responsibility of the nobles. 」


  「I see. 」


  It seems like he really believes that, rather than just saying so. He said it so frankly and directly, without any hesitation. He said that it was the duty of nobles to conquer the Labyrinths, so it was only natural that they should conquer the Labyrinths. He said that it couldn’t be helped if some stray Party didn’t gain any experience because of that.


  Duty always takes priority. It’s probably unavoidable if you want to protect the empire. After all, the empire is engaged in a back-and-forth battle with the Labyrinths.


  What will happen to the areas encroached upon by the labyrinths? You can see that by looking at the Akishima Labyrinth we are currently in, and the nearby Talikau or Tachikau. If it’s a time of crisis, they can’t afford to worry about small things, and during a crisis, It’s probably natural to side with the nobles.


  I see.


  Gaining experience in labyrinth subjugations might really be useful when you look at it from such an angle. You could say that the system is set up that way because it’s useful… but it might not be. I wonder which it is, so that I won’t accidentally end up choosing something that’s not going to be useful to me in the end.


  「So I’d like to provide you, Lord Michio, with an opportunity to gain experience. Of course, I’m not saying it has to be limited to Labyrinth raids on the fiftieth floor. Whether it’s the twenty-third, thirty-fourth, or forty-fifth floor, if you deem it appropriate, I’ll provide you with the information. On top of that, I’d like you to gain some experience in Labyrinth raids on the fiftieth floor someday. 」


  In other words, he may also be trying to find out about my situation. If I ask him to allow me to experience the twenty-third, thirty-fourth, or forty-fifth floors, he will be able to assume that I have become capable of going to those floors.


  He can send in any number of Parties for any floor other than the fiftieth floor or above, so we’re just getting the information. In fact, it’s more like I’ll be allowed to experience it while being made to participate in the raids for free.


  It’s like a black company. Only one party can break through the highest floor, so it does cost a little. Even so, I don’t think it’s really worth a fight for a spot. He said that large-scale Labyrinth raids happen a few times a year. It’s not like it’s the big chance of the century.


  As a noble’s duty, he has to defeat them after all, and some of the money from it will probably go to the Duke of Hartz himself. Is this a plan to make me grateful and thus indebted to him so that he could exploit me more?


  「Hmm. 」


  「Of course, that’s not all in terms of the reward that we want to bestow upon you, but please accept it as a temporary reward for all your hard work you have done for us so far, Lord Michio. 」


  Perhaps sensing that my attitude was a little reluctant, Cassia pressed me a bit. Well, there’s no reason to refuse her of all people. It’d be hard to come up with an excuse to refuse her, after all. It would become known when I gained the ability to traverse the fiftieth floors, but I don’t think it would be that big a deal now


  Hmm, I wonder… I wonder if there’s something else going on here? Maybe he’ll ask me to do something unreasonable if I have the ability to conquer the Labyrinth? It’s possible with the Duke of Hartz, but let’s hope that Gozer and Cassia will keep him in check.


  It’ll be fine. It’ll definitely be fine. I think it’s not entirely wrong to judge it as being fine. Probably.


  「Well, I’ll be grateful when the time comes. 」


  「Thank you for accepting it. I can see that you will be active and famous in the future, Lord Michio, and if I can lend you my strength, it will be a great honor for the Duke of Hartz. 」


  Oh. Now that I think about it, I seem to be part of the Duke of Hartz faction among the nobles. If he can take good care of the faction’s members and even give them the experience of conquering labyrinths, the Duke of Hartz will be able to show his appeal to those around him.


  「I see. 」


  Well, there are some people among my Party who are pursuing the Duke of Hartz as the enemy of their parents. I don’t know how motivated she is, but if she has a chance of winning when it comes to carrying it out, I have no intention of stopping her. It’s sad, but that is how it is in war.


  

  * * *


  For the time being, I’ll probably be trying to persuade her to stop since she has no chance of winning. In other words, if we can win, it’d be a different story.


  I can’t oppose it forever though. If I oppose it too unreasonably, I might be judged as the enemy of her parents along with the Duke of Hartz. And I was engaged in the operation anyway, so it wouldn’t be strange if she turned her hostility towards me at some point. For now, I’m grateful that she is directing her hostility towards the Duke of Hartz, thinking of him as the sole enemy of her parents.


  I prefer to maintain that status quo for as long as possible, and that’s why I can’t actively oppose her. As for the rest…. Well, I guess time will solve it for me.


  「Apart from that, we are also considering a direct reward. 」


  「A direct one? 」


  「For Rutina in the future, I think it would be good to give her equipment that can be used together with a staff. 」


  Cassia suggested. She’s talking about the equipment that Rutina can use when she becomes a Wizard. But just like the Duke of Hartz, she doesn’t need to know that Rutina has already become a Wizard. I didn’t even inform the old hag about it yet, because I have no way of knowing whether she’ll start actively spreading the word about it or not.


  「Okay. 」


  「Is there anything I can do? 」


  If Cassia is offering a reward, of course there is no reason for me to refuse.


  「Recently, all the equipment updates have been for Rutina. I guess it can’t be helped since she only just joined. Still, I wonder if it’s okay to only strengthen Rutina so much since it affects the Party balance. 」


  The other members might or might not mind it that much though. Roxanne probably wouldn’t mind too much. In fact, we’re trying to advance to higher levels with our current equipment, so we should just try to see how far we can go with it. In fact, we shouldn’t be trying too hard. Strengthening our equipment right now would be over-speccing, or at least I feel like that.


  In Sherry’s case, the right way to go is for her to strengthen her equipment herself by fusing Skill Crystals, so she wouldn’t be envious of others.


  I guess Miria and Vesta would have a right to complain, although they’re not the type to complain to someone’s face, so it should be okay for them to complain about a thing or two. Vesta in particular is fighting hard in the front line even though her equipment hasn’t been updated at all, and on top of that, Roxanne is pulling her to higher floors of the Labyrinths all the time.


  She should start complaining. Go ahead and complain, Vesta. Tell Roxanne everything that you’re really thinking. Miria’s conditions aren’t all that different. I did give her the Estoc of Petrification though.


  Vesta isn’t the type to mainly dodge attacks, but rather to absorb them, so I think it’s pretty worrying that she’s moving to higher floors without updating her armor at all. You can complain as much as you want about that, Vesta. After all, it doesn’t seem like it’s a good idea to keep updating only Rutina’s equipment.


  「I see. That may be the case. 」 Cassia agreed.


  「Choose one piece of equipment from the castle’s armory and take it with you then.」


  「The armory… 」


  「Well, we take out the equipment that has users and lend it out, so there’s nothing particularly valuable here. You can take it as leftovers without hesitation. Still, these are items collected by the Duke of Hartz, so there should be something useful to Lord Michio’s Party in there. 」


  I have been given the reward of being allowed to rummage through the armory. It’s unclear how much they actually have in there, though. Certainly, any equipment that could be used would have been used instead of kept in the armory, so what’s left is definitely going to be leftovers.


  At the very least, they won’t be items of everyday usage in times of peace. The Duke of Hartz and his knights are fighting the Labyrinths every day, after all, so they probably can’t afford to let usable equipment gather dust in the warehouse.


  The equipment in the armory is currently unused, so losing it won’t hurt them that much. Not to mention that if there was anything particularly valuable in there, they’ve probably kept it safe somewhere else. You’re going to give it to me just like that? No strings attached? No, that’s probably impossible.


  「Thank you. 」


  I have no choice, so I’ll take what I can get. It’s certainly cheap compared to the profits from selling mirrors, but there’s no point in having so much money now when I don’t have anything I want to spend that money on.


  The platinum coins are just gathering dust in my Item Box, after all. I probably won’t have to worry about food for the rest of my life. Whether I’ll ever have money or not is another matter.


  A long time ago, a rich man said that poor people would struggle to get 10 or 1,000 yen, but the rich would struggle to get 100 million or 10 billion yen. I thought that was a sarcastic remark, but in a way, he was right.


  I probably won’t have to worry about food for the rest of my life, and I’ll never have to worry about 10 or 1,000 Nars, but I might have to worry about 100 million Nars. Anyway, I won’t have to worry about the profits from selling mirrors. Rather, I’ll probably have to worry about things that money can’t buy.


  In fact, in order to buy equipment at the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge, you need to sell valuable equipment such as Sacrificial Misangas instead. There are few chances to get equipment, so it’s better to take it. At worst, it’s fine as long as it’s equipment that can be sold at the Imperial Liberation Society’s lodge, since the origin of equipment in this world is not questioned.


  「I see. In that case, that’s quick. I’ll have Gozer show you around now, so go to the armory and take whatever you want from it. 」


  「Right now? 」


  He’s as impatient as ever. It’s annoying. Gozer is having a hard time too.


  「If we take too long, he might suspect that we’ve moved something valuable from the armory. 」


  「I don’t think so. 」


  「Lord Michio wouldn’t complain, but you never know what someone else might say. 」


  「I see. 」


  So it’s a den of iniquity where nobles gather. I guess it’s normal for nobles to slander, defame, and criticize others. In light of that, we can’t give those who are opposed to us an excuse to do so. It seems that the Duke of Hartz is having a hard time too.


  By the way, I do think they’ve already moved everything valuable and left only the junk in the armory, but that’s just my guess. For times like this, they probably have two armories prepared, one for the general public and one to store the truly valuable items. Since it’s a castle, there’s plenty of space to add one or two rooms, and it’s hard to imagine that they wouldn’t have the funds to build more like that.


  Increasing the number of armory rooms might make security more difficult, but if they connected it to the back of the Duke’s usual bedroom with a single path, it wouldn’t be that much work. In fact, it would be a good place to hide in case of a surprise attack.


  If Rutina wants to exact revenge on the Duke of Hartz, it might be a good idea to let her know about that possibility. Even her father did something similar, except that he went and hid himself in the charcoal shed.


  「Take two of whatever is in the armory. 」


  「Is that really okay? 」


  「I owe you a favor, so yes, it is. 」


  Perhaps this is a way to deal with the gossipy nobles around these parts. When it comes to the Duke, it seems he can’t just take everything for himself.


  「Well then, thank you. 」 I’ll take whatever I can get if he offers.


  「Lord Michio, please come this way. 」 said Gozer, offering to guide me to the exit of the room. Let’s go right away.


  「Lord Michio, thank you very much for your guidance to Palmasque. 」 As I was about to leave, Cassia bowed her head to me once more.


  「Oh no, I am glad I could be of any help to you. 」


  「Yes, of course. 」


  

  * * *


  The rights to the selling of the mirrors had been lost, but it was enough that Cassia had bowed her head to me. As I thought before, it wasn’t about the money anymore.


  I left the Duke of Hartz’s study and followed Gozer. After a fair bit of walking, we arrived at a certain room.


  「This is the armory. 」


  「I see. 」


  The armory was quite far from the study. I don’t think the Duke would have placed the study on the opposite side of the castle from the bedroom. After all, the Duke is an impatient man. I’m sure the real treasure room is somewhere near the study and bedroom.


  Well, since they’re nobles, the castle itself has probably been passed down for generations. It’s possible that the previous head of the family had set up the hidden armory to be located somewhere near the study, but they probably won’t take me to the real treasure vault anyway, so it doesn’t matter. For now, I’ll thoroughly search this one.


  The armory was a fairly spacious room, but it’s not packed. To put it bluntly, it’s pretty sparse. I’m sure that’s because a lot of useful items have already been loaned out to members of the Knight Order of Hartz Duchy.


  On the other hand, the Knight Order might be a good place to work, since the authorities lend out equipment to them… no, no way. It’s probably best to assume that there’s nothing good in the armory after all. It’s sparse anyway.


  The only thing that stands out is the plate armor. It looks better than the steel plate mail Vesta is using right now, but is it really all that necessary? Because personally, I didn’t feel like I was getting that much stronger when I was upgrading my own armor. In reality, I don’t think it happens that often; but when you wear good armor and take less damage, it certainly makes it easier to fight the monsters in the Labyrinths.


  Reducing damage by around 10% doesn’t change the nature of the fight that much, but of course, if you could cut it by 80 or 90%, it would make things significantly easier, but to get there you would need to significantly strengthen your armor with Skill Crystals.


  It’s unlikely that a single set of plate armor would make things that much better. Even if you were to strengthen your armor in various ways and cut the damage you take in half, the impact on the fight would be subtle at best.


  It’s common to take twice as much damage as you expected in a fight. Not rarely, but often. And when that happens, all the benefits of strengthening your armor are gone. You’ll probably have some leeway for that beforehand, though. If you think about it calmly, you’ll probably think that you can fight on higher floors, but it’s not something you can immediately feel for yourself. In that sense, it’s difficult to realize that you’ve become stronger because you strengthened your armor.


  Of course, in the end, the strength of your armor will have an impact, and strengthening it is essential. In terms of how much of an effect you can feel, it’s not as easy to feel the difference with armor in comparison to weapons, because weapons are more flashy. If we can get hold of a good weapon and increase our speed of annihilating monsters, we should be able to move on to higher floors with confidence.


  Well, I don’t think there are any weapons lying around here that are good enough to increase the annihilation speed for us right now. But even if it’s not that good, a good weapon would still be appreciated.


  On the other hand, armor might have the advantage of being less conspicuous. If the Party became stronger because of gifts from the Duke of Hartz, it could lower Rutina’s opinion of me, and the motivation of those who might be after me as her parent’s enemy.


  Or maybe that’s not going to be the case at all. Worst-case scenario, I can just explain that I stole it from the Duke of Hartz. It all depends on how I say it. I rummage through the items, thinking that if there’s nothing left, I’ll take that plate armor.


  Oh. I thought the armory was sparse, but there are actually a lot of swords in one corner. And they’re all Orichalcum swords. A big catch for sure, but why are there so many?


  「So you’re eyeing that? 」


  I think I only glanced at them briefly, but Gozer came charging in.


  「It’s an Orichalcum Sword. 」


  「You can tell, right? As expected. 」


  「Why are there so many of them here? 」


  I knew they were Orichalcum Swords thanks to the Identify Skill, but if there were only one type of sword lying around, it would be interesting.


  「They’re useful swords, so I collect them whenever I have the chance, but there aren’t many people who can actually use them. 」


  「I see. 」 I wonder if two-handed swords are no good in this world. They’re not popular, are they?


  Well, it’s safer to use a one-handed sword and equip a shield. A shield gives you a sense of security in that it protects you from monster attacks. You don’t usually rely on the HP Recovery function of a two-handed sword and fight each other to the death… but normal swords don’t have HP Recovery Skill in it.


  Although we do have someone who uses two-handed swords in both hands and fights monsters with them in our Party; but neither of Vesta’s swords allow her to regain HP. I wonder what’s considered「normal」in this world.


  「As you know, Orichalcum Swords are strangely heavy, so those who aren’t trained in using them just end up swinging them around without being able to utilize them properly.


  「Yes, I know. 」


  I didn’t know that at all. I’ve never heard of it. Well, it’s not that I don’t understand why it’s too heavy to use. I suppose that can happen. I don’t really get it, but I’ll pretend like I know. Since Gozer was the one who misunderstood in the first place I won’t ruin his illusion.


  「Ah, now that I think of it, there are limited ones here, too!」 Gozer suddenly shouted.


  「Limited? 」


  「A Limited type that allows even beginners to use them. 」


  「I… see? 」


  Apparently there are things like that here as well. Their true nature has been exposed. They’re too heavy to use, but if it is a ‘Limited’ type, it seems it can be used even by beginners. How about cutting it in half, or perhaps making it into a small sword for children? In that case, it certainly wouldn’t be heavy.


  「The ones stored separately over there are limited. I wonder if it’s okay to take them. I don’t know what His Excellency the Duke thinks about it, but he said you could take two of whatever things you like, so I can’t refuse if you choose to do it… however, I would appreciate it if you didn’t choose them. 」Gozer said as he pointed to a sword that was placed separately.


  It’s an Orichalcum Sword. Actually, it’s just an ordinary Orichalcum Sword. It doesn’t seem to be a small sword for children. Even when I Identified it, it simply said that it’s an Orichalcum Sword.


  Are they really different? They’re probably different since they’ve taken the trouble to keep them separate. Why can’t I tell what the difference is with Identify?


  「No. Well, I don’t intend to choose them. 」


  「Thank you for that. 」


  「But if you mix them together, it’ll be hard to tell them apart. 」


  「If you give it to a beginner, it’ll be easy to tell. 」


  Is that how you tell the difference?


  If it’s an Limited Orichalcum Sword that’s for beginners, even they will be able to hold it properly, and if it’s an Orichalcum Sword that isn’t suited to beginners, they won’t. In other words, I wonder if it’s impossible to tell the difference once you become an expert.


  What a troublesome sword. One that makes even veterans cry. As a test, I try to grip the non-limited Orichalcum Sword. I can hold it without any problems. It’s just a normal sword.


  「Hmm… 」


  「Ohh! As expected, you must have been trained well. 」


  「Hmm… 」 I wonder if that’s how it is.


  「Only an Adventurer with a great deal of skill can use an Orichalcum Sword. It’s impressive. 」


  「Yeah, I guess it is. 」


  I am not just an Adventurer, after all. There must be some kind of auxiliary effect that allows the Hero Job to equip a two-handed sword. I wonder if that’s what it is.


  

  * * *


  「Since you are able to wield the Orichalcum sword, it was rude of me to worry about you taking it. Please forgive me, Lord Michio. 」


  Is he trying to flatter me to make sure that I won’t choose to take any of the Limited ones after all? How much does he not want it to be taken? Gozer seems to be having a hard time. Just to be sure, I also try to pick up the Limited Orichalcum Sword that’s placed aside.


  「Hmm… 」
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  「Well, it certainly doesn’t seem necessary. 」


  「Even though you can freely restrict or remove the restriction as many times as you want, it costs a lot, so you can’t actually do it many times. Even in my household, we only have one limited sword. I wish it was easier to use. 」


  I can’t tell the difference. Is it really different to begin with? Or maybe there’s some kind of equipment restriction. Though I’ve never heard of it. I was able to use my Durandal from the beginning. I wonder if that’s the case only with Orichalcum Swords. Or maybe they’re not available to people with low STR stat? Or maybe they require you to be at a certain level to wield them properly? Is something like that even possible?


  「I see. 」


  「So it can’t be used easily unless equipped by the head of the family or the next head of the family. Between you and me, Your Excellency used it for a while after he became head of the family. 」


  So basically, it is like a bicycle with training wheels. It’s convenient for beginners, but the cost of attaching and removing the training wheels is high, so you can’t do it freely. For that reason, you only have one, and let the head of the family or the next head of the family use it exclusively. That’s why he said ‘don’t take it’.


  That the Duke of Hartz needed to use the assistance of the training wheels to use the weapon properly! How laughable, to be an adult and still require training wheels! But then again, being born into a noble family is advantageous in these respects too.


  「Well, I won’t take the Limited one, but I will go ahead and take the regular Orichalcum Sword then. 」


  「That would be appreciated. 」


  I think even the regular Orichalcum Sword would be something I would not want to have taken away from me, but Gozer seems to care more about the Limited ones, so if I take the regular one instead of the limited one, I will have them think that I am doing them a favor, and that’s a great thing.


  They have collected quite a few of them here, so maybe that’s not the case. Be that as it may, it was the Duke of Hartz himself who said that I could feel free to take whatever I want from the armory. Therefore, I am sure that he must have at least anticipated that I might set my sights on the Orichalcum Sword. Or maybe once I leave the castle he will start laughing while saying that I was tricked into taking the Orichalcum Sword that cannot be used by beginners off their hands?


  Maybe it is going to turn out that the Limited Orichalcum Swords in this armory were nothing more than bait, and they were using them as a diversion to hide something else that’s much more awesome from me? Knowing the Duke of Hartz, I wouldn’t put a deception like that completely behind him. Okay, give me a minute to consider everything again carefully.


  I look around the armory carefully. I was not doing that when we came in here, but with my current knowledge, I have started to look hard at every single thing in the armory to make sure that not even a single mouse or a spec of dust would escape me – but there was nothing else that caught my attention or that looked like it was out of place.


  With my current level of vigilance, I scanned the entire armory so hard that I would be able to notice even an ant emerging from the smallest cracks in the room’s bricks, but there really was nothing noteworthy here. As disappointing as it is, it looks like this is it for me. If there is nothing else worthy of my attention here, then there really is nothing more that I can do.


  「Well then, I will be taking this. 」


  「I understand. Thank you again for your help and understanding. 」


  I pick out two Orichalcum Swords and take them. Of course, I made sure to pick the ones that have the most Empty Skill Slots in them from among all of them. With that many Empty Skill Slots, the strength of these Orichalcum Swords should be increased exponentially, and our fighting power will grow with them as well. After that, I went straight back to my home in Quratar.


  「Welcome back, master. 」


  「Yes. I’m home. 」


  「Yes. 」


  Roxanne greets me, and everyone else is there with her too.


  「Vesta, can you wield this? 」


  「A new pair of swords? 」


  I handed the Orichalcum Swords over to Vesta. If anyone was going to use it in the current situation, it would be Vesta.


  That being said, I could feel that Rutina was looking at me with a cold look in her eyes. She knows where I went, so naturally she would also be aware who was the one who gave me these swords. The Duke of Hartz, the sworn enemy of her parents.


  「T-These are gifts that I have received from the Duke of Hartz, but by taking them, I believe I have reduced the Duke’s family’s supply of weapons. 」


  「That’s right. This means they now have fewer spare swords to use when some of his knights are going to lose their own swords. 」


  It seems that she still hasn’t given up on getting revenge on the Duke for what happened to her father. Please, at least do it when I’m not looking, Rutina!


  「I think I should be able to use them without any problems. 」


  「Can you do OK with both of them? 」


  「… Yes. I think I’ll be fine. 」


  Vesta swung the two Orichalcum Swords around with ease. She swung them around wildly, looking like it was something as easy as breathing for her. What was it about them being unusable by beginners? Was that a lie on Gozer’s part?


  No. It’s more likely that Vesta can’t be called a beginner anymore. She’s only just started entering the Labyrinths with us, so I guess in terms of raw experience, she is a beginner though. Well, she is Vesta after all. You can’t call someone who is swinging a sword in a boss battle on the forty-something floor of the Labyrinths a beginner. The same can be said about Roxanne, who’s training was unorthodox, but remarkable.


  「Have you ever heard that beginners can’t use Orichalcum Swords, or something similar like that, Sherry? 」


  「Yes. That seems to be the case with Orichalcum Swords. 」


  When I asked Sherry about it, she replied with an affirmative answer.


  「Is that so? 」


  「They are mainly used by advanced users, and it’s only natural since they are hard, heavy, and large. 」


  「Hmm… I see. 」


  So that’s how it’s perceived, huh? You know, the other sword that I use is also hard and large as well.


  「So Vesta… do you feel like you could use these Orichalcum Swords? 」


  「Yes. 」


  「To think that you can swing it around so easily… I am impressed. 」 Vesta is a scary girl.


  「Are these really Orichalcum Swords? 」


  「Uhm, yes. That means two swords have definitely been taken from the Duke of Hartz. 」


  Rutina was muttering something to herself, so I tried to de-escalate the situation. It’s not like we owe the Duke of Hartz anything for this. It’s not like he’s really doing us any favors. It’s more like a spoil of war.


  「I see. 」


  That’s fine.


  「Borrow, desu? 」


  「Here you go. 」


  「Heavy, desu! 」


  Miria borrowed an Orichalcum Sword from Vesta. It seems to be too heavy for Miria to handle. That makes sense, since I didn’t bring back something Limited for beginners. After Miria, Roxanne borrowed the Orichalcum Sword as well, and it seems that she can swing it.


  「It’s certainly heavy, but not so heavy that I can’t swing it around. However, it would be counterproductive if it slowed down my ability to dodge monster attacks. It doesn’t suit me. 」


  Awesome.


  「I can swing it. If you’re going to swing it around, it’s better to have a heavy one. But it’s not the kind of weapon best suited for me. 」


  

  * * *


  Sherry can use it too if need be, although not as easily as Roxanne.


  That’s still amazing. Isn’t Sherry actually more amazing than Roxanne in this case? After all, Roxanne is already in the Roxanne category of her own… but I see.


  Even though it is a piece of equipment with a restriction placed on it, it doesn’t seem like you can’t use it unless you reach a certain level, or that you can’t use it unless your STR stat or other things reach a certain number, or that you can’t use it at all if your stats are below a certain threshold. Once you exceed that required number though, you can use it perfectly without any worries.


  In Summary, when it comes to the Orichalcum Sword, Vesta can use it perfectly but Roxanne can’t, Sherry can use it to some extent, and Miria can’t use it, so there is an obvious spectrum for use.


  That’s why it’s perceived as simply heavy, and not as an equipment restriction. It’s possible that it’s just too heavy though. But if that’s the case, then what good does it do to make a ‘Limited’ version? Although it may not be something to think about in a world with magic.


  「By the way, apparently these Orichalcum Swords can be a ‘limited’ version so that even the beginner-level swordsmen can use it. Do you know about it, Sherry? 」I asked Sherry after she returned the Orichalcum Sword back to Vesta.


  「Uhm, well, it seems that if it’s ‘limited’, then that means that anyone can use it, regardless of whether they have experience with that type of weapon or not. 」


  「That’s right. 」


  So Sherry does know about it.


  「Was that Orichalcum Sword actually a Limited Orichalcum Sword… no, that cannot be the case, since Miria said that it was too heavy for her to use it. 」


  「Yes, it was a regular Orichalcum Sword, not a Limited one. 」


  If Miria had been swinging it around like a regular sword, it would mean that I brought the Limited Orichalcum Sword instead of the regular one with me by mistake, and the fault would be totally mine for not recognizing it.


  「It’s something that rich people’s playboy sons who want to look cool use, and it seems that it has only disadvantages and no particular advantages to it. 」


  That’s what they say? I wonder if that was the case with the Duke of Hartz as well.


  「Is that so? 」


  「Yes. It costs a lot and it clearly reduces performance. 」


  So performance also reduces, huh? Well, if it didn’t reduce it, they wouldn’t bother to change it back.


  「I don’t intend to put any restrictions on it. 」


  「Yes. 」


  「What I’m interested in is restoring it to its original state. 」


  「Returning it to its original state? 」


  It’s not the Orichalcum Sword that I’m interested in. I’m talking about Durandal. Durandal is a good sword that has served me extremely well so far. It’s probably a much better sword than the Orichalcum Sword.


  If there need to be equipment restrictions placed on good swords, then surely Durandal should be the one to have equipment restrictions placed on it rather than the Orichalcum Sword, right? A sword as great as Durandal should be restricted to only being used by advanced users judging how good of a weapon it is, but I could use Durandal from the very beginning when I arrived in this world as a Lv.1 Villager.


  No. To be precise, I could use it from the time when I was a Lv.1 Villager and a Lv.1 Thief, but I have no idea whether that makes any kind of actual difference or not. I think that’s because it was set so that even complete beginners, like Lv.1 Villagers, could use it.


  You could say that it’s only natural since it’s an early-game bonus, but surely there aren’t any games where the strongest equipment is a bonus that can only be used towards the end of the game?


  It might be inconvenient if you can only use it towards the end of the game because it’s not a game; but even so, it’s strange that the strongest equipment should be available from the beginning of the game.


  With that said, isn’t it possible that Durandal was limited so that even beginners could use it?


  「That’s right. 」


  「To change it back, you should do the same thing that has been done to make the weapon a Limited one… or at least that’s what I’ve heard. 」


  「I see. 」


  So it’s actually a toggle. A toggle switch is something that turns on and off by pressing the same switch. It limits things that are not limited, and returns things that are limited to their original state. The steps required for that should be the same. Well, that’s about it. It’s a well-done system.


  「We should just spawn the Guild Temple. 」 Sherry said, and started telling me how to do that.


  「Guild temple? 」


  「It’s the item left behind by the final Floor Boss when the Labyrinth is defeated. When the boss is defeated on the last floor of the Labyrinth and the Labyrinth is liberated, the Guild Temple will remain in every Labyrinth, unlike the items that the boss usually leaves behind. 」


  「I see. 」


  So that’s what you can do when the labyrinth is liberated. Well, using the normal Guild Temple seems like it’d cost a lot of money, to the point where even the Duke of Hartz would hesitate.


  If it’s a guaranteed drop when defeated, unlike Skill Crystals, then maybe it’s not so bad? Unlike normal Floor Boss drops, though, you wouldn’t be able to keep getting them. As expected of a rare and precious item. And since it’s so rare and precious, if we ever have the chance of getting our hands on it, let’s make sure that no one else will be able to obtain it.


  「Normally, as the name suggests, the Guild Temple is used to set up various Guilds. Without the Guild Temple, neither the Explorer’s Guild nor the Adventurer’s Guild could be created, so it’s an important and valuable item. I don’t think it would be used to limit a single weapon. 」 Sherry tells me, explaining how valuable it is.


  Is that so? Even the Duke of Harz would hesitate to pay such a high cost for using its services, so it must be true.


  「I see. I get it. Thank you, Sherry. 」


  「Don’t mention it, Master. 」


  「Well, it’s a cost that the Duke of Hartz will pay, so it doesn’t matter. 」


  「What will the Duke of Hartz pay? 」 Sherry asked me curiously. Ah. Did I blurt out something dangerous? Maybe not. There’s no problem. There’s no way there’s anything wrong with what I do or say.


  Well, there are a lot of things I hide from Roxanne and the others. I’m careful with what I say so I don’t say strange things in front of them. I’m careful, but I’m not perfect. It can’t be helped. I’m only human after all.


  「I don’t know why, but apparently once we get past the fiftieth floor, he will introduce us to a Labyrinth that we might be able to liberate. 」


  「A labyrinth like that? 」


  「Well, if there’ll be one like that, at least. 」


  Now that I said it out loud, it sounds unreliable. Maybe it’s because I don’t understand it myself.


  「An introduction… 」


  That’s right. This is more important than that. Rutina muttered the words and thought deeply. She might not allow the Duke of Hartz to go through with that. After all, he is the enemy of her parents. It would be better to inform Rutina and get her approval for it first.


  「… 」


  「Well, I suppose he means to give us one of the allocated portions of it. Since the Duke will be unable to use it to increase his power, let’s just go with it. 」


  Seems like I got approval without even asking for it. Rutina came to the right conclusion by herself. I don’t know if that’s true or not, but that’s probably fine. I don’t think of myself as owing anything to the Duke of Hartz. In fact, he’s the one who owes me, so there’s no problem.


  「I see. If that’s okay, then we should use it as soon as possible. 」


  I thought to myself that Roxanne was muttering something ominous, but there’s no problem. It was an auditory hallucination. It must be an auditory hallucination. I didn’t feel like asking her for more details.


  「W-well then, shall we go into the labyrinth and see how the swords are performing? 」 I asked Vesta instead.


  「Yes. I think it will be fine, though. 」


  I entered the Labyrinth as if fleeing. Of course, Roxanne, Sherry, and Rutina were with me. You can’t run from the Great Demon Lord.


  I watched Vesta fight in the Labyrinth. The sight of the large Vesta swinging an Orichalcum Sword in each hand was truly impressive. It was incredible. I think Vesta is worthy of being the Great Demon Lord.



 
  Chapter 5: Overdriving


  『Vesta』
 Current levels & equipment:
 Dragon Knight Lv.44
 Equipment:
 Orichalcum Sword
 Orichalcum Sword
 Steel Plate Mail
 Hardened Leather Hat
 Steel Gauntlets
 Steel Demi Greaves
 Sacrificial Misanga


  「Ah, the Boss Room. 」 We’ve reached the Boss Room on the 50th floor.


  In case you didn’t understand, let me say it again: we’ve reached the Boss Room on the 50th floor. There, now you should fully know what we did. I was brought here by Roxanne, and I’ve gotten a taste of something far more terrifying along the way.


  「Y-Yeah. 」


  「Un. As I thought, it took a while to find the Boss Room. Conquering the Labyrinths is hard. 」 Roxanne said, not looking like someone for whom conquering the Labyrinths was hard at all.


  In fact, Roxanne was probably the only one who thought that it wasn’t hard at all. I, on the other hand, thought it was pretty bad. I wouldn’t say it was hard, but it was definitely bad. Even in normal battles, it was taking us a long time to wipe out the monsters, so I was worried that another group of monsters would soon join the previous one.


  In fact, one of the patterns in which people who enter the Labyrinths get killed by monsters is that while they are having trouble wiping out one group of monsters, another group of monsters rushes in and the number of enemies increases. That could happen to us too at this point.


  But I think that before it gets to that point, Roxanne will warn us. However, in Roxanne’s case, there is a suspicion that she might gleefully rush into a place where there are multiple hordes of monsters nearby, and that’s what I am afraid of the most. It’s important to be mindful of this at all times.


  So, will it be okay if it’s a Floor Boss battle where no monsters will intrude? Since a Floor Boss battle is dependent on Miria’s petrification, it’s worrying to think about what to do if it stops working. There is always something to be worried about here in the Labyrinths. There is no end to worries in this world in general.


  It is said that in the past, the people of the country of Ki were worried that the heavens would collapse on their heads one day, so even my old world was not free of worries. Well, it probably won’t suddenly stop working, but it’s possible that we might be unlucky and not be able to Petrify every monster all the time.


  No… Since we’re at the turning point of the 50th floor here, it’s quite possible that Miria’s Estoc of Petrification might not be working as well as it used to on the lower floors. Possibly, but that’s not certain yet. The chance of that happening is like one in a billion, and in the worst-case scenario at that.


  I’m not sure if the 50th floor is even going to be a turning point for us. In the first place, do Labyrinths think in decimals? Since the Labyrinths are grouped into groups of eleven floors, if we think in decimal, the 56th floor should be more dangerous.


  First of all, 50 floors are probably a turning point for Labyrinths themselves, something akin to reaching adulthood. But even for humans, even if 18 years old is considered a turning point, it’s not like anything actually happens to 18-year-olds. No, wait. That’s just what the law says. In countries where people become adults at 20, 20 would be a turning point, and in ancient Japan, there were people who came of age at 15 years old.


  A Labyrinth is a Labyrinth though, and something might happen at the 50th floor. There might be danger. Something unexpected might happen. The possibility of that is not zero. So Roxanne. Don’t be so excited to charge into the Boss Room so soon after Sherry’s explanation. Have a greater sense of danger. Be prepared for the worst case scenario. Stay calm so you can face any difficulty. Stay calm. Be prepared to deal with any danger you may encounter.


  I thought like that at first. However…
 … The Floor Boss on the 50th floor was no match for Miria. As expected of her. It seems she’ll still be fine, and I can rely on her.


  Well, even though it’s a boss battle, half of the enemies are just random fish that appear outside the Boss Room, so It’s only natural that Miria can petrify them.


  Even if the Floor Boss can’t be petrified, as long as there are just two of them, Roxanne and Vesta can stand in front of them – so it should be fine. If it’s a Boss Room, there won’t be any additional swarms bursting in.


  However, we’re approaching our limit. The monsters got stronger moving from the 49th to the 50th floors, but we haven’t gotten significantly stronger. We’re approaching our limit. My worries are deep.


  「Vesta, were you okay with facing the boss on the 50th floor? 」


  「Yes. I think I’m going to be fine. 」


  「If you think it’s even the slightest bit dangerous, don’t hesitate to tell me, okay? 」


  「Yes, I know. 」


  Is she really going to be okay?


  If Vesta okay, then that means she won’t have any problems with the boss on the 50th floor. As for the other person facing the boss head-on, it’s obvious that she’ll be okay. There’s no need to ask her. In fact, it’s better not to ask her, because she might say that the Floor Boss on the 50th floor isn’t a big deal to her at all, and then there’s a chance that she might demand us to go to an even higher floor.


  Just thinking about that is making me tremble.


  「If you managed to beat the Floor Boss room on the 50th floor, that means we are strong enough for 「that」. 」 Rutina butted in, instead of Roxanne. By 「that」she probably means the matter with her parent’s enemy, but she probably doesn’t want to talk about it too openly.


  「Oh yeah. Well, we still need to go. 」


  「He’ll introduce us to a Labyrinth that can be liberated by clearing the 50th floor, right? 」


  Sherry, read the mood!


  「That’s right. 」


  「I’ve never heard of anything changing if the final floor is the fiftieth floor, but is there really a need to introduce us to a specific one? 」


  「That’s true. 」


  So that’s what Sherry was wondering about as well. I guess so. If there’s no difference, then we can just practice on the fiftieth floor of Quratar’s Labyrinth.


  「That’s what you’d expect of a noble. 」 Rutina dismissed it. As expected, she was as dismissive of the Duke of Hartz as ever.


  「I see. You can’t act big without even an introduction. 」


  「Yes. No matter what kind of favor you’ve received now, I won’t let you act big. 」


  Stern. Or rather, sending Rutina to me was the biggest and greatest favor I’ve received from Duke of Hartz. From Rutina’s point of view, though, it was practically no favor at all.


  「In that case, should I not accept this offer so that he doesn’t get all big-headed? 」


  「No. Let’s accept it. There’s nothing wrong with taking what you can get. In the first place, it’s laughable if you think he can get all big-headed with just this. 」


  「I see. 」


  It seems I can accept the introduction from the Duke of Hartz. I can also relax, since he won’t get all big-headed because of it. But even if he does get big-headed, what will he do? I wonder if he’ll say that I was raised up by him? In that case, I feel like I don’t mind being told that.


  ‘It’s all thanks to His Excellency the Duke of Hartz that I was able to conquer the Labyrinth! What’s the secret to my strength? Of course, it’s the result of His Excellency Duke of Hartz’s guidance! There are no special skills, special Jobs, special weapons, or anything special. It’s just the result of my efforts under His Excellency Duke of Hartz’s guidance! I’m sure His Excellency the Duke of Hartz himself has the secret to training.’ Yes. This is good. Let’s go with this.


  The next morning, I went to Bode to report to the Duke of Hartz. Good things come quickly. Evil things come quickly. I’ve heard that soldiers are hasty, but they have yet to see the results of their actions.


  「The Duke in his office with the commander. 」


  At Bode, I was told to go further inside as usual. Could this also be considered hasty?


  「Come in. 」


  I went to the office and knocked, and the commander of the knights, Gozer, called out to me. I felt safe with Gozer there.


  

  * * *


  This was definitely not hasty.


  「It’s Michio. 」


  「Oh, Lord Michio, you are here. Come on in. 」


  When I entered, the Duke of Hartz greeted me with a smile. He must have been working on something, and now that I’m here, he has an excuse to slack off. But that work of yours won’t disappear even if you put it aside, you know?


  However, if he’s thinking about a difficult problem that makes you want to hold your head in frustration, this might be a good change of pace. Such a difficult issue would not be left to the Duke’s discretion. He would likely just push it onto Gozer and put a swift end to it.


  「Right now, I was thinking about reorganizing the knights for the attack on Yezera. 」 Gozer told me what he was doing.


  I don’t really understand, but he was probably allocating personnel somehow. It sounds like quite a difficult task. The Duke must have been pushing it onto Gozer for quite a while now. And because Gozer was handling it for him, Duke Harz will never grow as a person.


  That’s just how I see it, Gozer. If you don’t resist it, it’s going to be forced upon you, and when you do it once, it’s going to be forced upon you forever. The Duke is a really sad manager of personnel.


  「I see. 」


  「The Yezera Labyrinth was the Labyrinth in the Selmar territory that didn’t seem like it could be completed in 50 floors; but contrary to our expectations, we received word yesterday that it hadn’t been liberated, so we must reorganize the people who were working on it. 」


  They had been concentrating their people on the top floor in the hopes of defeating it within 50 levels; but it was too late, and after defeating the boss on the 50th floor, they had slipped through to the 51st floor. It seems that their plan didn’t work out and they are being forced to reconsider it.


  「Well, let’s send the knights to the next Labyrinth that we think can be liberated after clearing 50 floors of it. 」


  The Duke of Hartz said it so easily, but is it really that easy? In fact, Gozer seemed to want to say something. Happiness will escape you if you sigh, you know?


  「We should pick someone who has become attached to the Labyrinth and really wants to liberate it. 」


  There’s no way they’re going to find anyone like that. That being said, I know that I myself would never allow myself to become like that…. but who knows, maybe there are maniacs like that somewhere out there in the Duke’s territory?


  「The other day, I spoke to you about supporting the subjugation of a Labyrinth on the fiftieth floor, but there’s an eldest son of a noble acquaintance who needs an intervention. After we dealt with the Yezera Labyrinth quickly, we were planning to concentrate our forces on the oldest and probably the most developed Labyrinth in the Selmar territory. But it doesn’t always work out the way we want it to. 」


  He said it was the eldest son of a noble acquaintance, but in short, he’s probably the heir to the Duke of Hartz faction. If he wants to bring the next generation into his own faction already, it’s only natural that he’d support their first Labyrinth subjugation.


  It was just as Rutina said: being the leader of a faction isn’t easy. At the very least, it’s not a matter of just letting the heir go to any Labyrinth where the fiftieth floor looks like it can be easily conquered. If the Duke can’t support the Labyrinth subjugation conducted by his relatives, they may as well try and switch sides to a different faction.


  No. It’s not like he introduced and assigned the liberation of the Labyrinths of Janissari, Tsezegera, or Zermelo to his successor. Gozer didn’t say that either.


  If the Duke can defeat a growing Labyrinth, the difficulty of the surrounding Labyrinths will be greatly reduced. That’s what he said. If he defeats the biggest Labyrinth in the Selmar territory, the difficulty of the other Labyrinths in the territory will be reduced. It’s a perfect place to introduce to someone as their first Labyrinth to be conquered.


  If that ‘noble acquaintance’ of his is really skilled, he will probably assign the labyrinth with a lower difficulty to his eldest son. If that heir is a member of an insignificant faction with no skills to speak of whatsoever, he may be assigned a Labyrinth with a difficulty level that hasn’t been reduced.


  For example, let’s assume that the heir is someone insignificant who was introduced to Zermelo’s Labyrinth, but it has 51 floors, so he may be in trouble. In that case, the next Labyrinth he might be introduced to will be the one with the lower difficulty after defeating the more advanced Labyrinth, unless there’s already an heir of a powerful noble who the Duke plans to be assigned there.


  This is called the axiom of choice. (Doesn’t know what he’s talking about.)


  It is true whether you add the theory that there was a person who should have been assigned to Zermelo’s labyrinth, or whether you add the denial of that theory. In other words, by appropriately dividing and reconstructing the person who should have been assigned, there will be two people assigned.


  This is called the Banach-Tarski paradox. (Doesn’t know what he’s talking about) Gozer is also going to have a hard time with this.


  「I see. Ah. But this is really bad timing. 」


  「What do you mean by bad timing? 」


  「Actually, we’ve finally managed to finish the Floor Boss battle on the 50th floor. And since you said you’d arrange for us to train for the Labyrinth liberation, I thought I’d take you up on your offer and ask for an introduction. 」


  「The 50th floor… 」


  If he already has it set-up with someone else, he may not be able to introduce us. He probably won’t be able to introduce me. He can’t introduce me. I hope so. Oh dear, what a shame would that be, right?


  「You finished the Floor Boss battle on the 50th floor? 」


  The Duke of Hartz asked for confirmation, but he should already know what floor I was on when I joined the Imperial Liberation Society, and there was also the commotion over Roxanne’s duel. Compared to that, the 50th floor news is a bit of a flop, but oh well, it can’t be helped now, since we have people who are trying to take us to higher floors.


  「We were fighting on various floors from the start, and Rutina has become a valuable asset to my Party. 」


  It’s a big deal that a Wizard joined us. Probably. I’m sure he would judge it that way. I didn’t tell him that Rutina had become a Wizard, but if she’s fighting at a level where she can clear the 50th floor with us, it should be quick for her to go from Villager to Wizard, so it wouldn’t be surprising If I said that she was a valuable asset to me.


  「Well, well, clearing the 50th floor so fast is quite an achievement… 」


  「Not the 49th floor, but the 50th floor? That was certainly quick. 」 Gozer also butts in to confirm.


  Ah. I see, I see. I now understand what mistake I’d made. I had assumed that they would only introduce me to a 50 floor labyrinth after I’d cleared the 50th floor myself. I thought that the Duke said that if I could defeat a 50th floor boss in another labyrinth, I’d be able to defeat the top floor boss in a Labyrinth with a maximum of 50 floors and liberate the Labyrinth, and that once I’d cleared the 50th floor, he’d introduce me to a Labyrinth with a maximum of 50 floors.


  But that was the wrong assumption. That wasn’t the case at all. He was saying that once I was able to defeat the Floor Boss on the 49th floor, he’d introduce me to a secondary labyrinth with a maximum of 50 floors where the difficulty had been lowered because the nearby main Labyrinth had been defeated, and then I could gain experience defeating a 50th Floor Boss there.


  In a situation where one can clear the 49th floor but not the 50th floor, being taken to the waiting room of the Floor Boss by your sponsor so you can defeat the Floor Boss of the 50th floor (which is easier than fighting through the whole floor), allows one to pass the 50th floor relatively safely. It is good quality training, and one can gain experience in defeating Labyrinths from it; so the Duke mediates as a faction leader, and the recipient also benefits the Duke gives information about the labyrinths as the leader of his own faction, and both his faction and the recipients of the information could benefit from it’


  That’s what he meant by what he said. In this world, once you get to the 40th floor, it would probably take years of training just to advance to the next floor normally.


  

  * * *


  If that wasn’t the case, anyone would be able to defeat the 50th floor’s Floor Boss with ease. Whether it was the former Earl of Selmar or anyone else, there would be no one who would be troubled by not being able to liberate the Labyrinths.


  In this world, labyrinths are overflowing, and the reason why people like the former Earl of Selmar, who was unable to clear the Labyrinths in his lands efficiently, are replaced is because there are only a few people who can defeat the Floor Boss on the 50th floor. This is probably because they would be forced to waste years of training in order to go up to that floor.


  For an ordinary person, it could take ten years at worst to challenge the boss on the 50th floor after defeating the boss on the 49th floor, and if It takes that much time, then of course you’d be worrying for a long time about whether to challenge the boss on the 50th floor at all or not, and it would be difficult to decide whether you can actually beat him or not. Even more so, since in the Labyrinths, making the wrong decision means death.


  At times like these, when you’ve cleared the boss on the 49th floor and have trained a long time since then but are unsure whether you can beat the boss on the 50th floor, and it’s about time to try but you’re hesitant because of the risk of annihilation, it would be great if you could challenge the boss on a 50th floor which has a lower level of difficulty.


  They would then accept you as the leader of their faction and follow you for the rest of their lives, and many people would probably ask for your help. Until then, you’ll be repeatedly fighting the small fry on the 50th floor and the boss on the 49th floor until you grow strong enough to challenge the Floor Boss properly.


  Even though the difficulty will be lowered, I don’t know how much easier it will actually be, and it probably won’t be even one floor lower; but if you repeatedly fight the small enemies on the 50th floor, you should be able to get a feel for how much the difficulty has been lowered, and it will at least give you a hint as to whether you can go to the normal 50th floor, or if you’re almost there, or not yet at all.


  If you would hesitate for ten years after clearing the 49th floor, by breaking through the lowered difficulty of the 50th floor, you can reduce your training time and the time spent worrying about whether to go to the 50th floor by years, at best.


  It may be the same after clearing the Floor Bosses on the 48th and 47th floors, but unlike the 50th floor Floor Boss, the 49th and 48th floor Floor Bosses can be defeated any number of times.


  The higher you go, the longer it will take to advance to the next floor, and the conditions will likely be stricter, so having the 50th floor Floor Boss brokered will be very useful. If a person’s limit is somewhere around the 40-something floors, 50-something floors, or 60-something floors, the conditions for advancing from the 49th floor to the 50th floor will be tougher than advancing from the 1st floor to the 2nd floor.


  Let’s also not forget that a normal party wouldn’t think of going up one floor a day in the 40-something floors. They would never think of it. Absolutely not. Do you understand, Roxanne? That’s what I mean. That what you want us to do is definitely not normal.


  When you think about it, Sherry and Rutina, who didn’t understand the benefit of introducing the Floor Boss battle on the 50th floor, which is easier, have been poisoned by Roxanne. They’re completely influenced by her, and it might be too late to save them from Roxanne’s harmful influence


  No. Wait. Is this because I thought that the Duke of Hartz would introduce it to me after I cleared the Floor Boss battle on the 50th floor, but the prerequisites were actually different? Yes, in that case, I can see it being my fault. Sorry.


  「Ah, the 50th floor. 」


  Why did I think he’d introduce me to a Labyrinth that could be defeated on the 50th floor after I’d cleared the boss on the 50th floor to begin with? Well, it can’t be helped now. You’d think conquering a Labyrinth is something special. You said big things like it’s the duty of a noble.


  If that’s the case, then you’d first clear the normal 50th floor, which isn’t the top floor of the Labyrinth, and then defeat the Floor Boss on the 50th floor, which is the top floor of the labyrinth, and then liberate the labyrinth. That’s the order you’d think it should be.


  I suppose that’s what they call order, and there’s supposed to be an order to everything, right? I suppose that’s the axiom of choice. I’m not to blame for thinking about the order, although the problem is that I didn’t think of an order in which there would be another Floor Boss battle between the 49th floor and the 50th floor.


  「That’s… just like you, Lord Michio. 」


  「Yes. It was unexpectedly amazing. 」


  Stop it. My Life Points are about to hit zero. I can’t believe even Gozer couldn’t follow up.


  「N-no. Well, yeah. The Orichalcum Sword we got the other day gave us plenty of power, and Rutina will probably continue to grow even stronger as time goes on, so I think it’s all thanks to my Party Members. Roxanne is already setting her sights on clearing the next floor, the 51st, and I’m worried it might be within our striking distance as well… 」


  That’s true. Our fighting power has also increased with the Orichalcum Sword. This can be said to be thanks to the Duke of Hartz. And the worst of all is Roxanne, who is eager to move on to the next floor. This is all Roxanne’s fault. Or rather, it’s all thanks to my Party Members, but it’s their fault as well.


  「Oh. Are you talking about the one who showed those perfect movements during the duel? She’s still the same even on the 50th floor? 」


  「She even treated the 50th floor Floor Boss battle like it was child’s play. 」


  「Good heavens… 」


  Yeah, that’s what I thought as well. Roxanne has been proven wrong. Like I thought, Gozer understood the pain of being pushed up from below. Yes, yes! I totally get it!


  「So, Michio-dono, are you heading to the 51st floor next? 」


  Duke, it would be great if you didn’t talk about such serious matters in such a carefree manner.


  「Well, I suppose that’s how it is going to turn out. 」 I said reluctantly, unwillingly, but inevitably. There is no choice for me.


  Yes, choice. I would like to call Roxanne’s axiom of choice one that states the next level after level n is level n+1. This is how it is proven that the next level after level 50 is level 51. The fact is that 1 + 1 = 2 is an extremely difficult mathematical problem, and it can only be tackled by using Roxanne’s axiom of choice system.


  「Hmm. In that case, how about leaving the Yezera Labyrinth to you, Lord Michio? 」 the Duke of Hartz suggested.


  So he wants me to conquer the 51st floor? Isn’t that a bit of a stretch? Not really. I wonder. If it was Roxanne, she might have said something like:「Today’s the Floor Boss fight on the 51st floor! 」if there was any information at all about the location of the Boss Room. Or rather, she probably would. She’d definitely say that, and after clearing it she’d say that tomorrow we’re off to the 52nd floor.


  Compared to that, this isn’t that bad, is it? Gozer hasn’t said anything about it either. I guess that means that it’s not an unreasonable request that requires a follow-up.


  「Hmm. The 51st floor… 」


  「Entering the labyrinth in the Selmar territory would benefit the current Earl of Selmar, and could be seen as a sign of that party’s support and affirmation, so I didn’t ask for Michio’s help. However, if it’s the final step in conquering the labyrinth within the territory, I’m sure he wouldn’t object, even if it is his duty as a noble. 」


  Is this because he’s concerned about Rutina? She’s on the side of the former Earl of Selmar, who was overthrown in a coup d’état, after all. He probably thinks that operating in the Labyrinth within the territory would mean aiding the current government, so the Duke thinks that Rutina might rebel and reject the new Earl. However, if it’s about conquering the Labyrinth, her response won’t be so extreme.


  

  * * *


  If he convinces her that it’s her duty as a noble, she won’t oppose him. As expected of the Dirty Duke.


  「I see. 」


  「We’ll have to defeat the Yezera Labyrinth after all, so if you can join us, it will be easier for us to allocate the personnel to do so. Apart from our members who will be sent elsewhere, even the most advanced party shouldn’t have even reached the 40th floor yet. There is still time. We could just figure out the location of the Boss Room and defeat the Floor Boss when the difficulty level has been eased. I don’t intend to ask you to challenge the 51st floor, but if you can, please consider it. It is hard for me to imagine that the Yezera Labyrinth has grown to the 52nd floor though. 」 Gozer also said it was okay. If Gozer, who has had a hard life with the Duke constantly pushing him around, says it’s okay, then it should really be okay.


  Or would he push the hardships onto me instead? No, this doesn’t count as hardship, but there are people in my Party who would certainly like to push us even harder with the Labyrinth exploration.


  Roxanne is probably already thinking about the Floor Boss battle on the 51st floor. She’s charging ahead and showing no signs of stopping. It’s absolutely clear what she’s aiming for. It’s as clear as day. It’s absolutely certain.


  If that’s the case, then surely there’s no problem with using the axiom of choice for Zermelo’s Labyrinth? Perhaps persuading her to wait until the difficulty level goes down before fighting the Floor Boss on the 51st floor will work.


  The possibility is not zero. It exists at the level of microparticles. If there’s a possibility, then if you keep trying it infinitely, you’ll eventually succeed. It’s practically a victory. Even if I won’t be able to persuade her, I can probably just think of it as repeated training on the 51st floor. It’s a small price to pay. There’s no harm in accepting it.


  「If that’s what you’re saying. 」


  「Oh, so you’ll accept it? As expected of a great Adventurer like you, Lord Michio. 」


  「No, no. I was the one who suggested it in the first place, but are you really sure about it? 」


  Oi, oi, what’s this now, Gozer?


  「W-Well… 」


  「Umu, umu. 」


  「Hou? As expected. 」


  Not as expected! As expected, my ass! I was a fool to believe him! The Duke is just going to cause more trouble for Gozer.


  「Well, in any case, we’ll be taking on the 51st floor. 」


  Mainly because of Roxanne, so there’s no mistake in the axiom of choice.


  「I guess this is what a person who truly aims to liberate the Labyrinths is like. 」


  Not at all. However, for that compliment, I will forgive you for causing Gozer trouble. So in the Duke’s eyes, I am someone who seeks to liberate the Labyrinths with every last drop of his being, huh?


  「Fortunately, there are still Adventurers who went to the 51st floor of Yezera’s Labyrinth remaining. We haven’t yet decided which Labyrinth to send them to, so let’s call them right away. 」


  Maybe it would be best for Gozer to also become someone who truly aims to liberate the Labyrinths with his entire being? If he does that, then I’m sure that the Duke won’t cause any more trouble for him. He will become someone who will cause trouble for the Duke instead. If you truly aim to liberate the Labyrinths, you will be forgiven for every misgiving. You will become like a tiger.


  「That’s bold. 」


  「And all of this is thanks to my wonderful Party Members. 」


  「Exactly what I expected from someone like you. 」


  Gozer left the office, so I was left alone with the Duke. Come back soon, Gozeremon! Besides, if Gozer truly becomes the one who aims for the liberation of the Labyrinths in the territory of the Hartz Duchy, who will be the one to suffer the constant trouble from the Duke?


  It would be troublesome if there was no buffer between me and his shenanigans anymore. I hope Gozer will always be the one to take on the trouble from the Duke of Hartz.


  「Michio-sama. The Adventurers have arrived. Let’s go. Please join the Party. 」


  Thankfully, Gozer returned soon after. He is a useful and necessary person to act as a buffer between me and the Duke. I will give you the right to take on all the trouble from the Duke from now on, so just keep doing what you have been doing thus far, man!


  「Understood. As expected. 」


  「I don’t know what’s so impressive about it. 」


  It doesn’t matter if you don’t understand. Or rather, you probably don’t want to know. I disbanded my current Party with Roxanne and the others and joined the Party of Adventurers that Gozer has brought with him.


  「Well then. 」


  「I’m counting on you. 」


  After being seen off by Gozer, I flew out of the lobby using Field Walker.


  Is this some kind of labyrinth of the axiom of choice? It was located in a peaceful countryside that could be found anywhere. The Labyrinth itself was right next to where we flew to with Field Walker. The Adventurers entered the Labyrinth without saying a word, and I followed after them.


  「This is the fifty-first floor of the Yezera’s Labyrinth. 」


  One of the Adventurers finally spoke after we entered the Labyrinth. I see. So it’s not good to start at the entrance.


  There is a specialized Explorer at the entrance to the Labyrinth. Considering the Explorer at the Old Hag’s labyrinth, it’s not surprising that the Explorer at the Labyrinth entrance here is under the control of the Duke of Hartz, but maybe he can’t be trusted that much. It seems quite likely that he would sell the information to other people for some easy pocket money. Or perhaps he is not under the control of the Duke of Hartz but rather the current Earl of Selmar. They probably didn’t want to tell him that the exploration had progressed to the fifty-first floor. The Duke said that ordinary people don’t even reach the fortieth floor.


  「Okay. 」


  「Are there any other levels you need guidance on? 」


  「Yeah. Could you please show me the fiftieth floor as well? 」


  「Okay. Follow me. 」


  「Okay. 」


  He said he would show me, so I was guided to the fiftieth floor, one floor below our current location. It might be useful, just in case. The adventurer left the Labyrinth at once, then immediately returned back in whileI followed him.


  I wonder what the Explorer at the entrance to the Labyrinth thought of our strange behavior? Well, rather than being strange, it might be common behavior. Someone with experience in the Labyrinth would bring someone else with them for the ride. It’s not unusual. Everyone does it. I don’t think anything of it, at least, even if I was being introduced to a level higher than I know.


  「I’m going back to Bode, what would you like to do? 」


  「That’s fine. Remove me from the Party. 」


  When we reached the fiftieth floor, the Adventurer removed me from the party and left by himself. I can Warp back home without having to go out of my way to go with him. There’s no need for the Explorers at the entrance to look at me strangely.


  If someone who entered the labyrinth in a group of two came out alone, no one would suspect anything had happened. I don’t know, though. There might have been an incident inside, but since no one would see anything, no one would be none the wiser, so it doesn’t matter.


  I’ve also discovered that the Explorer at the entrance is not under the control of the Duke of Hartz, so there’s no need to show my face there. From the Yezera’s Labyrinth, I went back to my home in Quratar.


  「Welcome back, Master! 」 Roxanne greeted me immediately, as usual.


  She was waiting for me to come back, as usual. This isn’t because I went out to be introduced to a Labyrinth that we can conquer. I think so. I hope so. I didn’t think I’d be introduced so soon when I left anyway, so hopefully, she wasn’t waiting for a labyrinth to conquer.


  However, I have disbanded the Party. She may not know what happened, but she should know that something happened. It’s not unreasonable to assume that I was introduced to a Labyrinth to conquer. So maybe that’s it?


  「Ah. I was introduced to a Labyrinth we can conquer. It seems that there was an extra one. 」


  「Leave it to me! 」
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  * * *


  Roxanne puts in some strong emphasis into her words.


  So that’s it, huh? That’s what this is really about?


  「However, there is a small problem. 」


  「A small problem? 」 asked Sherry, trying to confirm exactly what the problem was.


  To be honest, the problem is the single member of my Party who thinks there are no problems with us climbing up the Labyrinth floors like crazy.


  「First, the Labyrinth itself is located within the territory of the Earl of Selmar. Liberating it would benefit the current Earl of Selmar, but is that okay with you, Rutina? 」


  We might not be able to find out about it if we go by Warp, but it would be better to check with Rutina anyway, especially since there’s a strong possibility that we might end up getting discovered at some point. It’s best not to raise any suspicions if we can help it. There are many other things we’re hiding, after all.


  「No, I don’t have any objections. Liberating the Labyrinths is only the natural thing to do, so we should do it for the sake of the people of the Earl of Selmar’s territory. 」


  Rutina has readily accepted the idea. I guess she also is convinced that the liberation of the Labyrinths is the responsibility of a noble. The Duke of Hartz has totally has her dancing in the palm of his hand.


  「I see. 」


  「Besides, if we liberate it, it would be much better than having it be liberated by someone under that man’s control. 」


  Who is this 「that man」she’s referring to? The same one who killed her father, of course. And let’s not forget that technically, the person under his control is me.


  「Well, if you think about it, then I guess you’re right. 」


  「Yes, of course. 」


  I then dropped the biggest problem onto the girls.「And one more thing. The Labyrinth we were supposed to be introduced to was meant to be liberated on the 50th floor, but it seems to have up to 51 floors. In other words, we’ll be aiming to defeat it on the 51st floor. 」


  「That’s wonderful! 」a certain someone cried.


  Yup. I knew it. The biggest problem seems to be a virtue to Roxanne. It’s turned into a point of praise, even though it’s a problem for me


  「In any case, we’ll be challenging the 51st floor from now on, so it won’t be a problem. It doesn’t seem like it will be difficult just because it’s the top floor. If the difficulty has gone down even a little since the surrounding Labyrinths have been defeated, then it’s probably the most suitable Labyrinth for us to challenge right now. 」 Sherry coldly analyzed the situation.


  That’s true, though. Since Roxanne is here, if we weren’t introduced to the Yezera’s Labyrinth, we’d just be challenging the 51st floor of the Akishima Labyrinth like we planned to do before.


  There’s no way to escape the 51st floor. There’s no escaping the Great Demon Lord.


  「Let’s do it, desu! 」


  「I think we will be fine. 」


  Yes, yes, I heard those same words a million times before.


  「For the sake of the Lord’s Assembly, it won’t hurt to gain some experience in that Labyrinth. Whether it’s the 50th or 51st floor is irrelevant. 」


  「I see. 」


  Everyone said they were fine with doing it. I knew it.


  「No. In fact, the 51st floor is better. If you defeat a Floor Boss for the first time on the 50th floor, there’s a risk that they’ll think you’re trying to act like you’re doing them a favor and show off, but defeating it on the 51st floor would mean that they’d have no choice but to recognize your skill. Both amazing and correct! 」


  That’s a subtle way to praise me. Well, it’s true. If we do well on the 51st floor, The Duke of Harz won’t have any excuse to act all big-headed.


  「I see. 」


  「As expected of your crisis avoidance abilities, master. 」


  Was she really praising me?


  What was Duke Harz thinking when he arranged for the Labyrinth to be conquered on the 51st floor? If he wanted to do us a favor, he should have allowed us to conquer it on the 50th floor. People who can defeat it on the 51st floor should be able to defeat it more easily on the 50th floor, so it’s of no benefit whether it’s their first time or not. I’m not grateful to him or anything.


  Once you’ve passed the 50th floor, you’ve practically defeated the Labyrinth, so maybe that’s why it doesn’t matter anymore. I may have done something bad to the Duke of Hartz. To be honest, I feel a little bit sorry.


  「Well, that’s beside the point. So, is it okay if we challenge the Labyrinth that I was introduced to? 」


  「Yes. I’m looking forward to it. 」 Roxanne answered on behalf of everyone.


  I don’t think you should force someone to be excited about it, Roxanne. At least not to such an extent. This time, I choose to believe Sherry is the one who is looking forward to it, wondering what it’ll be like to liberate the Labyrinth. I feel like she would agree with something like this.


  Rutina was probably on that side to begin with. In other words, at least half of her is on the side of excitement. It would be tricky to ask Miria and Vesta if they’re not looking forward to it. They may have been so poisoned by Roxanne that it’s too late for them now.


  The situation is unfavorable… No. Our Party does not use a majority rule. It’s a one-party dictatorship. Democratic centralism. The principle of leadership is my rule, and I want you to follow the principle!


  「W-well, that’s beside the point. The Labyrinth I have been shown includes the 50th floor in addition to the 51st floor, but would it be better to start from the 50th floor? 」


  「No. The 51st floor should be enough. 」 My idea was quickly rejected by the frightening Roxanne dictatorship.


  I guess it was impossible after all. I had made it possible to go to the 50th floor in case something like a choice happened. But it never happened. It might have been better to just go to the 50th floor without saying anything, but it would be troublesome if I was found out later.


  The Explorer at the Labyrinth entrance doesn’t need to be worried about this time, but someone like Gozer might let it slip. And the Duke of Hartz is especially suspicious. I’m not saying it’s reckless or careless; but it’s better not to hide things from him or tell too many lies to him


  No. In the first place, it would be a question of how we knew we couldn’t defeat the fifty-first floor, so it makes sense that we would go to the fifty-first floor. If we just went to the fifty-first floor without any hesitation, then the question would be raised of why we chose the fifty-first floor.


  Someone like Sherry would probably interject that.


  We could say that it’s been a while since the Labyrinth came out into the open, so it seems impossible to defeat it on the fifty-first floor, but it would be difficult. Piling lies on top of lies means greater damage when you get found out, and if one of them turns out to be untrue, both lies will be seen through, so the chances of being exposed increase. Simply put, the probability of getting outed doubles, even if it’s not such a simple calculation. But, well, it’s close, so it’s better to stop.


  「I want to see the monster combinations as well. 」


  「Even so, the 51st floor is a combination of 51 floors, so it’s not something we need to place so much importance on. 」 Ugh. Even Sherry coldly rejected the idea.


  「I see. 」


  「At the very least, I don’t think there’s any immediate danger or risk in fighting on the 51st floor of the Labyrinth that was just introduced to us. 」 Sherry continued.


  「Hmm. 」


  Labyrinths are dangerous places.


  「If we fight on the 51st floor once and feel it’s a bit too tough, then we can just go to the 50th floor. We should have that much leeway. Just because it’s a Labyrinth you’ve never entered before, there’s no reason to start from the 50th floor. 」


  She always uses sound arguments, Sherry does. It’s true, starting from the 50th floor might not be optimal. We were able to fight on the 51st floor of the Akishima and Quratar labyrinths, so it’s not like we’ll be completely unable to compete on the 51st floor of the new Labyrinth. In that case, it would be the right choice to try it out first.


  

  * * *


  If we fight and find it a bit tough, then we’ll think about doing something to work around it. But for now, I’ve already revealed what I’ve prepared.


  「Hasn’t the difficulty of that labyrinth been lowered? 」 Rutina asked for confirmation.


  If the difficulty has been lowered by defeating the surrounding labyrinths, then does that mean we are going to start from an additional fifty floors?


  It’s like building a house on top of a house. However, it seems that building a house on top of a house originally meant building a house underneath the original one. Building a roof under a roof is wasteful, but it is possible to build a roof on top of a roof. For example, it is entirely possible that a valuable, beautiful historical building will be covered with a roof to protect it from the wind and rain.


  If that’s the case, what about building a roof under a roof? If you have an old, impressive roof but the repair costs are high, you may be able to prevent leaks by building a simple roof under it.


  In other words, what I’m trying to say is that it might be okay to start from a lower level with a lower difficulty. It’s a strategy well worth considering.


  「Well, by leaving this Labyrinth to us, they can concentrate their forces on the Labyrinth that is probably growing the most, so they will probably go all out from now on. 」


  「I see. In other words, if we conquer and defeat the Labyrinth first, we will only receive a minimum of favors from our hated enemy. 」


  「Huh? 」


  「They conquer the Labyrinth and assign us a Labyrinth with a lower difficulty, so they think we are going to owe them for that, but if we conquer the Labyrinth first, the difficulty of the labyrinth they are working on will be lowered, so they will actually owe us instead! 」


  What’s that about? I can understand the logic behind it, though.


  「Un. 」


  「I don’t intend to ask him to repay the favor by dying though, because I don’t think he would accept it. 」


  I’m not worried about that. Or rather, if there was a possibility that the Duke would accept it, that would be nothing short of merciless of you, Rutina!


  「That would be difficult. 」


  「Yes. I would have preferred if you were a person who lived by love, justice, and conviction. It’s just too much for a commoner. 」


  「… 」 No comment on that.


  Well, I think it’s a stretch even if he’s not a commoner. I’m not saying that Duke Harz isn’t a commoner, but I can’t really call the Duke a commoner, so I’ll just leave it at that.


  「In any case, it would be best to liberate the Labyrinth quickly. Thankfully Roxanne is with us, so it should be fine. 」


  Could you stop trying to provoke Roxanne?


  「Yes. Leave it to me! 」


  Yeah, I knew that was going to happen.


  「Well, then, let’s go. 」


  There’s no other way around it, so we go to the Yezera Labyrinth and begin our exploration. With Roxanne leading the way, we made steady progress.


  Do you think it’s a bit harsh? There’s no way Roxanne and the others would think that way. There was not even the slightest possibility that something like this could happen. I’ve always found it a bit harsh though, but that’s about it.


  Great Hero Lv.1
 Effects: Increase HP (Large), Increase MP (Large), Increase STR (Large), Increase VIT (Large), Increase INT (Large), Increase SPR (Large), Increase DEX (Large), Increase AGI (Large)
 Skill: Overdriving


  This is it. The thing I’ve been waiting for has finally come!


  I wasn’t really waiting that long though. It just feels like something that was meant to come has finally come. The Hero Job has reached Lv.50 and an Advanced Job has been obtained by me as a result.


  I don’t really know what makes a Great Hero different from a regular Hero. I guess it doesn’t really matter. I don’t really understand why an Advanced Job of Mage is called a Wizard as well. An Adventurer is an Advanced Job of Explorer, so I guess Great Hero is just that: an Advanced Job of a Hero Job.


  It’s not like there are Demon Lords in this world… no, I wonder if there are? Well, there is one in my house: The Little Demon Lord.


  「Let’s go here next. 」


  No. I can’t escape the clutches of the Great Demon Lord! I don’t think I can win just by getting the Great Hero Job! Still, getting this job is a big step forward. I mean, just look at this overwhelming list of stat increases!


  To begin with, it was quite hard to level up as a Hero; but I finally made it to Lv.50. That’s how powerful the Hero Job is. The Advanced Job version of Hero is Great Hero.


  「There’s something I want to try out, so can you take me to a place with fewer monsters for a while? 」


  「Yes. Understood. 」


  「Again? 」


  It feels like Sherry is looking at me as if she wanted to say something, even though Roxanne readily agreed. She’s cold. Actually, isn’t Sherry the final boss?


  Well, I’m being careful with Roxanne. Normally, I’d want to test a new Job on a lower floor. That way you can test it safely, reliably, and accurately. I’m not saying on the first floor. In fact, on the first floor it’s not really a real test.


  No. In terms of checking the safety of the Job, it might be right to test it on the first floor. I want to do that much on a lower floor. I want to do it on a lower floor, even if just a little. I want to test it safely and reliably, but because I’m thinking of Roxanne, I’m testing it on the 51st floor. I want you all to remember that.


  「I was thinking of leaving things over there since it seems there are fewer monsters, but if that’s the case, let’s go. 」


  Roxanne led the way. That’s strange. So that means you usually go around places with a lot of monsters? I guess that’s true. I knew that. That means you can lower the difficulty level sufficiently to safely carry out the testing on the same floor.


  I tested my new Job for a few battles.


  「It’s pretty strong. 」 Sherry gave me high praise.


  「That’s true, but I’m not sure if I can use that Skill regularly. 」


  「I see. So you might make it your last resort. 」 Roxanne told me.


  Is there any benefit to using it as your last resort? There is. Even if it’s a bit of a stretch, if you have a last resort, you can manage even the most difficult situations with it. If you have a secret weapon, it’s okay to push yourself.


  I see, that’s what it was. She judged that if I pushed myself, we could still go further, so Roxanne was making a stretch request. I have Skills like Meteor Crash that I don’t normally use. I have shown them to Roxanne. In other words, Roxanne considered them to be my secret weapons.


  「The things I don’t normally use require a lot of preparation, and without that I can’t use them when the time comes. It’s not like they’re really my secret weapons. 」


  「Yes. Next, let’s go there. 」


  Listen up, Roxanne. I’m not pretending. Don’t push it under any circumstances.


  By the way, Overdriving feels pretty good to use. First of all, it lasts longer than the Hero Job’s Skill Overwhelming. It lasts for about the time between two magic attacks. This is pretty good. I don’t have to rush anywhere, and I can fight at a leisurely pace. It won’t last until the third attack anyway.


  I need to think 「Overdriving」, cast a Spell, the effect of the Spell appears, the phenomenon calms down, then I can fire a second shot, and the effect of Overdriving continues until the spell manifests again. That makes it easy to use.


  The STR increase effect also seems to be better than Overwhelming’s. Battle time has been greatly reduced because of it. The monsters on the 51st floor that Miria turned to stone can be turned back into smoke with a single use of Overdriving. Even cleaning up is easy.


  The effect that makes monsters’ movements feel slower while it’s active is not as potent as Overwhelming’s. Well, I wouldn’t say it’s softer, but to be honest I think it’s weaker, which is also good. It’s not a good thing to make everything stronger.


  With Overwhelming, the speed would sometimes be faster and sometimes slower, and the fluctuations were a bit too drastic. It was like I was getting dizzy.


  

  * * *


  Now, it is not like I have actually gotten myself drunk because of using the Overwhelming Skill, but whenever I was activating it, there was this eerie feeling running through my body that made me feel like I was actually getting drunk.


  On the other hand, since the time-slowing effect on the Overdriving Skill seems to be weaker than the one on the Overwhelming skill, that dreadful feeling of drunken nausea has gone away. The movements of the monsters around me were still slowed down, but they were now slowed down to such a soft and gentle degree that I didn’t have trouble perceiving them clearly.


  Perhaps the reason why the Overwhelming Skill of the Hero’s Job slows the monsters down to such an uncomfortable degree is because when the wearer of the Hero’s Job is at a low level, they are relatively weak and not as used to fighting against the monsters like an experienced Hero would be. Therefore the system thinks that slowing the monsters down to a crawl is actually more important for them?


  Going by that logic, once the recipient of the Hero’s Job attains a higher level as a Hero and gets stronger, they should be more experienced and accustomed to battles in the Labyrinths. So when they attain the Advanced Job of a Great Hero, the system thinks that a smaller slowing effect is sufficient, and that’s why the slow on Overdriving seems weaker to me than the one on Overwhelming.


  With Overdriving, I think that the effect that slows down the movements of the enemies around me is (Medium) at best, but the increased duration of it and (Large) increases to pretty much all of my stats more than make up for it.


  If we assume that someone would get the Hero Job at Lv.1, it would mean that they are still pretty much a beginner, just like in every rpg game there is. As a beginner with no experience whatsoever, if the slowing of the monster’s movements was not as extreme as in the case of Overwhelming, the user could still get completely trampled, and maybe even killed by them, because slowing the enemies just a little won’t mean jack if you don’t know how to fight them at all.


  A Lv.1 Great Hero should be able to deal with their enemies without having to rely on restricting the enemy movements too harshly. Taking this into consideration, the effect of Overdriving is probably what it is. The increased movement speed and the slowing effect placed onto the enemies granted by the Overwhelming Skill were both kind of an overkill, to the point where a Skill granted to the user by the Advanced Job version of the Hero Job needed to actually suppress it.


  This begs the question: Just how overpowered was the Overwhelming Skill, actually? Well, the Overdriving Skill on the Great Hero Job does not seem to have that problem anymore; so if anything, it should be easier to use in comparison with Overwhelming.


  Maybe I will even be able to use it on a daily basis? After all, if I go and hit the monster that I am fighting while actively using the Overdriving Skill, then the power of my physical attack will be greatly increased thanks to the Increase STR (Large) effect, and in turn, the increased power of my attack directly translates to the amount of MP that can be absorbed when the enemy monsters are getting hit, so technically I should not have any problems with running out of the MP needed to keep using Overdriving.


  Yes, if all of my assumptions turn out to be correct, then I should definitely be able to use Overdriving on a daily basis. There is a part of me that still has doubts if this Skill is not using something else that the game is not telling me about to power this cheat-like ability, but for the time being, it cannot be helped, since I do not know what that something would be.


  Maybe it causes my fatigue to accumulate faster, making me that much more susceptible to receiving injuries as a result? Maybe if I continue to use it for five or ten years, or even thirty or fifty years I will feel no side effects whatsoever, only for them to suddenly come crashing down on me when I least expect them to?


  It is also unclear to me whether Recovery Magic has any long-term effects at all, but I cannot allow myself to worry about something like that every single time I use it. Since this world operates on a video game logic, I am going to treat Overdriving just like any other Skill, and if it has any catches or hidden mechanics to it, let’s hope that any such potential issues are cleared in time.


  「Ah. 」


  As I continued to test the usability of the Great Hero Job, we randomly entered a room that had only two exits: the one where we just came from, and the other one on the other side of the room. Looks like we have found the Waiting Room.


  「Amazing! So the Boss Room was in a place like this? There were not a significant number of monsters in this area, so I was about to take us elsewhere, but despite that you still managed to find the right way anyway. You really are impressive, Master! 」


  No, wait. Roxanne is convinced that I was the one who found this Waiting Room? No, no, no, it is not thanks to me at all!


  The fact that we have found this Waiting Room is nothing more than a coincidence, but now that the deed is done, it actually makes me think that I should not have conducted the testing of the Great Hero Job on this floor at all! If only we went to the lower floor like we usually did before, then we wouldn’t be in this place right now! Also… is it really possible for there to be fewer monsters around the Waiting Room?


  I wonder.


  Up until now, it was usually the other way around. Whenever we were getting closer to the Boss Room on the lower floors, the numbers of monsters would always increase because of the Labyrinth’s instincts to protect the Floor Boss. On the flipside, that was always an indication that we were going in the correct direction.


  Although there’s no way for us people to understand the thought processes of Labyrinths or monsters living in them, there is really no need for us to deliberately weaken our own defenses. If anything, we should be thinking about bolstering our own defenses as much as possible, because monsters would usually try to do the same.


  Up until now, it may have been that Roxanne’s relentless pursuit of fighting the ever increasing numbers of monsters at once made the progress of our exploration of the Labyrinths way faster than it would usually be if we were taking our time with it, but is that really what it is? I have discovered the truth of the matter in one of the most unexpected of places.


  Maybe the Labyrinth was in the middle of bolstering the defenses of the Floor Boss’s Boss Room, but because Roxanne was constantly leading us to the places with many monsters in them, we have arrived at the Waiting Room before the Labyrinth could finish generating enough monsters to act as obstacles.


  「Hmm… Could it be that the Labyrinth has changed its strategy, and instead of amassing all the monsters near the Boss Room it was trying to spread them around the entire floor to stop intruders from approaching the Boss Room itself? 」


  「I see. That is certainly a possibility. 」


  Trying to dabble in trickery instead of trying to just overwhelm intruders with the numbers of its soldiers… talk about a change of tactics.


  「No. I don’t think that this is usually the case. It probably just happened to be that way this time. Just because we got lucky this time, expecting it to work the same way every single time is nothing but the Gambler’s Fallacy. 」


  Yeah…. So, remind me, who was the one who imparted this particular piece of unnecessary wisdom to Sherry?


  「Well, since we don’t know what the right answer to this question is, then I think it would be best to stop thinking about it and just go and do things the way that we have always done them up until now. 」


  As expected, Roxanne’s solution to every problem was to take us to a place with a large number of monsters in it. Well, now that I have access to the Overdriving Skill, so we shouldn’t have that much trouble, so bring it on, monsters! I will take all of you on!


  「Shall we go to the Boss Room then? Ah, but then again, the Duke of Hartz and his men should be attacking the most developed Labyrinth in the area, so we could wait for them to defeat it as well. 」


  

  * * *


  「No. Just being introduced to this Labyrinth by that man makes me feel disgusted, so I don’t want him and his lackeys to think that we owe them more than we actually do. 」 said Rutina, quick to deny the idea of waiting to challenge the Floor Boss until after the difficulty of this Labyrinth decreases.


  Honestly, I was expecting such an outcome, but I was expecting Roxanne to be the one who would oppose it instead of Rutina. However, thinking about it, it was actually logical. After all, Rutina hates the Duke of Hartz with her entire being for what he did to her father, so of course she wouldn’t want to liberate this Labyrinth after its difficulty is lowered thanks to the efforts of the Duke and his men.


  Now that I think about it, that might be what the Duke was aiming for, because when we are done with this Labyrinth and the Duke and his knights liberate the other most developed Labyrinth in the territory of Selmar, he will be able to go and introduce the Labyrinth with fifty floors whose difficulty level has been lowered to those who would be willing to try and train in it, since the Floor Boss of the fiftieth floor of this Labyrinth can be challenged as many times as they’d want, and they would be able to bring as many as many Parties as they could possibly want to have a go at it!


  Rather than introducing them one by one, it would be possible to do everything in one go… yeah, now I see why Rutina might not like being used like that, because in this scenario, we’re definitely being used.


  Of course, from the Duke Hartz’s perspective, it might be necessary to pretend that, as the leader of an entire faction, he has to do things like that because he thinks carefully about each and every member and their well-being. One Labyrinth for each person, but not all applicants going in at once.


  Adding to that, he might think it is essential to support the experience of liberating the Labyrinth for the first time for those who are willing to try it. I’ve heard that the kind of relationship you’re going to have in marriage is decided on the wedding night. It’s also said that if your first sexual experience is going to be bondage play, you’re going to be more likely to awaken to the more hardcore forms of S&M. The hierarchical relationships within factions are also apparently decided by the first experience.


  Well, there’s nothing else for me to do now. I guess I have no choice but to go. I go through the door and enter the Boss Room. The Floor Boss battle has been initiated.


  As for the battle itself, it was, as you would have expected, no different from any other Floor Boss battle we’ve been through thus far. It seems that there’s nothing special about being on the top floor of the Labyrinth, contrary to the stories going on about it. It was a very ordinary Floor Boss battle where our usual strategy worked just as well as ever. Just going up one floor was no different from the previous ones. It was a mundane, average, ordinary Floor Boss battle. There’s no way that any problems could arise here.


  It was so bad that Overdriving might turn into Overkill. The battle itself was so short that I thought that Miria wouldn’t have enough time to Petrify a single monster, but she actually managed to Petrify them perfectly. All that was left to do was to eliminate the petrified monsters. I used Durandal to eliminate the second Floor Boss, and it disappeared, leaving behind a cloud of smoke. A round ball was also left behind.


  「Is this the Guild Temple? 」


  「Yes. Once properly installed, it will become a Guild Temple. 」 Sherry told me.


  I hadn’t doubted it because the Identify Skill said it was a Guild Temple.


  「I see. 」


  「If you obtain a title for yourself, you need to set up a Knight Order; and to run your territory you also need to set up an Explorers Guild and Adventurers Guild. If you want to place multiple guilds or create other guilds, it’s going to be a costly endeavor. 」 Rutina told me.


  Well, I don’t want to waste such a valuable thing. I wonder if it’ll be okay to keep it?


  「I see. So in any case, you’ll end up acquiring multiple ones? 」


  「That’s right. 」


  Yes. I was given a favorable answer. Even though it was valuable, it wouldn’t be a problem as long as it wasn’t limited to just the first one. Satisfied, I left the Boss Room like usual – but it didn’t work out for us in the end.


  The fact that the Guild Temple dropped after defeating the Floor Boss on the 51st floor meant that the 51st floor was the top floor as I had thought, and the Labyrinth had been liberated. There was no floor to move to, so inevitably, I went outside. I ended up at the entrance to the Labyrinth. Ah. That’s how it goes.


  「Do I need to report this? 」


  「I wonder. I think you should. 」


  I asked Sherry if she needed to explain the situation to the Explorer at the entrance, and she replied in the affirmative.


  「Then Rutina, I’ll leave it to you. 」


  「Y-Yes, of course. 」 I handed the baton over to Rutina, who declared that the Labyrinth had been liberated. It would be better if Rutina, an Elf, said it than if I said it.


  As expected, there wasn’t much resistance, and the explanation was finished smoothly. Everything in the Elf’s place is like this, so it’s fine, especially since I’m not going to live there. The next day, the explanation to the Duke finished smoothly, so I handed the Guild Temple to Sherry.


  I didn’t think he would take it away, but I waited a day just in case he said they urgently needed it and wanted to borrow it. But nothing has happened today, so it should be fine.


  「Can you try fusing that with this? 」


  I also handed her Durandal.


  「This is the Guild Temple that appeared yesterday, right? 」


  「Yes. Let’s try it out.「


  Right. A test. An experiment.


  「Uhm… 」


  「It’s fine. 」


  Even if it fails, it won’t be a problem. It might break, but it’s unlikely that Durandal will be lost. The fusion of the Guild Temple seems to be a toggle switch. Even if it fails, Durandal will probably just be weakened for beginners.


  That would be bad back in the day, but I could do something about it now that I have the STR difference from Overdriving to spare.


  If it’s just a toggle switch, I can just defeat the Labyrinth again and return it to normal. Besides, Durandal was usable from the time I was a Lv.1 Villager, so it would be normal to think that now it is in its Limited state.


  「Well, here I go. 」 Sherry fused Durandal with the Guild Temple.


  
    [image: ]
  


  


  If there’s a problem, it’s when it’s successful. Durandal was summoned using points. If I return a Durandal that is no longer beginner-friendly and summon Durandal again, will that Durandal no longer be beginner-friendly?


  It’s not something I can test lightly. From now on, I’ll just have to leave Durandal out and in my Item Box. It can’t be helped. I guess I should accept that level of risk. If it’s not as strong as I thought it would be, even if it’s no longer beginner-friendly, I can just return it after all.


  「Oh! 」


  Durandal remained safe. There was still a chance that it might break. No risk, no return.


  「Hmm. I don’t know. 」


  I took the Durandal and held it in my hand, but I couldn’t tell the difference. I had no idea what had changed. The same was true of the Orichalcum Sword. I should just be glad that it didn’t break… no. That would be a waste of the Guild Temple.


  I went to the Labyrinth and tested it. I tested the new Durandal on a random floor of the Quratra’s Labyrinth. It’s strong. It seems that the Durandal that could be used by a Villager Lv.1 was indeed aimed at beginners. Durandal with the beginner restrictions removed was really strong. I slaughtered monsters like crazy with it!


  This is a true sword! A true weapon! The real Durandal in its current state! The genuine Durandal!


  We can still fight like this. The limit is probably on the sixtieth or seventieth floor. That’s the same as it was before… No, it’s not. It’s not that. As a fighter, it’s not that. This means we can fight even harder from now on.


  〈To be continued in『A Harem in the Fantasy World Dungeon Volume 14』.〉
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