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  Chapter 1 : Prologue


  「……………..」


  I was lost for words after seeing the sight in front of me.


  A rotten wooden fence.
 A garden that was overgrown with tall grasses.
 The walls of the building that might collapse at any moment.
 And cloudy glass windows.


  The sighboard that said,『Alchemy』, which indicated the most distinguished elite in the country, was tilting and looked like it would fall off at any moment.


  「So… This is the place where I’ll start new chapter of my life…?」


  I finally passed many difficult exams and got the national qualification as an alchemist.
 I also got the right to open my own shop from Master.
 It took me a month of traveling to come all the way here from the royal capital.
 But…


  「…..This is terrible…」


  Hold on… This is weird…


  Although this shop was in a remote area, I think it was worth more than 10,000 reas.


  That amount was only enough to rent a small room in the royal capital for about two months.


  The actual price should be a little higher because there were subsidies from the country, but even if there was no price reduction from the subsidies, the total price was still too cheap…


   


  “My own shop”.


  I couldn’t say that I wasn’t lured by such a wonderful phrase.


  But, I didn’t actually plan to come to this place to open my shop.


   


  I was hired at a shop in the royal capital and trained there while saving money for a while.


  After I had enough money, I was planning to open a small shop that had a pleasant atmosphere somewhere in a provincial town.


  I didn’t plan to be very rich and live luxuriously.


  It would be enough for me as long as I could make a decent amount of money and return the favor of people who took care of me with that money.


   


  So, why am I standing in such a remote townー no, in such a small remote village with only a small amount of luggage in my hands?


  The story will go back about a month from now……


  
  Chapter 2 : I Finally Graduated


  Royal Alchemist Training School.


  That was the only school in this country where you could obtain the national qualification as an alchemist from.


  If you graduate from that school and get a qualification as an alchemist, you will be guaranteed to lead an easy and stable life.


  However, the competition rate was high, and it was very difficult not only to enroll in the school, but also to graduate.


  The Royal Alchemist Training School was such a super-difficult school.


   


  Alchemists were considered to be elite people.


  Not only did they have the ability to make potions and artifacts, they could also make a lot of money by selling them.
 Because these items are essential in people’s daily life, there was always a shortage of supply to meet people’s demand, that’s why the price was very high.


  The price was controlled by the country, and excessive price reductions were not allowed.


  In other words, the price will remain high, even if you lower it.
 If you select your products carefully, you don’t have to worry that your products won’t sell.


  Therefore, if you become an alchemist, you will never starve.
 You can earn enough money even if you don’t work that hard.


   


  One of the characteristics of the Royal Alchemist Training School was that anyone could enter the school as long as they made an effort.
 Not only aristocrats and commoners, but also orphans had the opportunity to enter.


  The knowledge required for the entrance exam could be learned from the textbook which you could borrow for free after you register.
 Even the registration to take the exam was free.


  Well, it was all free, but if you can’t even read letters, there’s nothing you can do.
 However, you can study letters even in an orphanage, so it all depends on your efforts.


  Moreover, if you became a student with outstanding academic results, not only would you be exempted from the tuition fees, but you would also get a scholarship. Also, there was prize money for students who score high every time an exam was held.


  In a sense, this school was a place that had an “if you are willing to study, we will make your life easier” environment.


   


  But, because of that, the chance to be accepted into the school was very low.


  For commoners and orphans, alchemist was the only occupation for them to change their social status, so there were so many commoners and orphans applicants.


  Of course, the entrance exam would be very strict and difficult.


  Furthermore, the aristocrats, who hired excellent tutors, were also taking the exam, so it was impossible for the commoners and orphans to beat them if they only made a little effort.


  And even if they managed to pass the entrance exam, they still couldn’t be relieved.


  There would be exams held every four months. If their scores didn’t reach a certain level, they would be mercilessly expelled from the school.


  And of course, there was no retest, make-up test or anything. This applied even for aristocrats.


  As a result, only less than 10% of the students were able to attend the graduation ceremony that was held every five years, and I, Sarasa Feed, managed to graduate from that super-difficult school.


   


  Ahh~ That was very hard!


  Huh? My impression after graduation?


  Well, I didn’t have time to think about it.
 After all, I was busy with the final exams until yesterday, you know?


  The test results were announced this morning.


  I was so nervous last night and even had a nightmare that I failed and couldn’t attend the graduation ceremony…


  Well, students who didn’t pass the final exams are rare though, because the remaining 10% students were the ones who had survived numbers of difficult exams during the school period. Therefore, the students who took the final exams were those who had an outstanding academic result.
 But, if you don’t concentrate enough on the exam, you might fail.


  However, everyone was more enthusiastic in the final exam than the usual exam.
 Because… Well, it will be very embarrassing if you’re the only one who can’t attend the graduation ceremony, right?


  The only risk was… maybe if you get sick?


  Everyone knew that, and they did their best to maintain their physical condition.
 If anyone worried about their physical condition several days before the exam, they would rather choose to take a break from school for a while rather than get sick on the day of the exam.


  Of course, I also did my best!
 Not only In studying, but also in maintaining my physical condition!


  As a result, I received the prize money from the final exam, along with my diploma.


  I’m really grateful for the money.


   


   


  I lost my parents in an accident when I was eight, and after that incident, I was taken to the orphanage.
 Since then, all I’ve been doing was studying to escape from reality.


  I troubled everyone in the orphanage because of that, but they didn’t stop me from studying but supported me instead, because there was a tacit understanding in the orphanage that everyone had to support those who were aiming to enter the Alchemist Training School.


  In return, the orphans who successfully became alchemists, would be sending donations for the orphanage. This was also a tacit understanding.


  We didn’t live in poverty thanks to the donations from the senior orphans who have successfully become alchemists.


  And finally, my two years of studying in the orphanage paid off.
 I passed the entrance exam with an excellent grade as an orphan.
 I got free tuition, scholarship qualification and the qualification to live in the dormitory.
 Because of that, I was able to leave the orphanage at the age of ten.


  After entering the school, I spent all my time studying while doing a part-time job.


  Fortunately, I was hired as a part timer at an alchemist’s shop, and ended up as a disciple of the shop manager there.
 Thanks to that, I could learn more about alchemy while doing my part-time work, so I was able to keep my academic ability at a level where I could receive the reward money from exams.


  However, I rarely got the top place in every exam, but I was lucky, because all the students above me were aristocrats.


  Eh? Why do I say ‘I was lucky’, you ask? Well, it’s because there’s a ‘custom’? Or should I say a ‘tradition’? About the reward money from exams.


  Originally, the reward money was only given to the top three students every exam.


  But, there was a social trend that was close to “Noblesse Oblige” among aristocrats to refuse the reward money.
 [*/Noblesse oblige is the idea that people with higher social class should help people with lower social class.
 Therefore, the reward money that they refused would be given to the top three non-aristocrat students.]


  Thanks to that social trend, I have received prize money from most exams.


  Of course, for the aristocratic students, refusing the money wasn’t compulsory, because that was just a trend, but the pride for being an aristocrat made them refuse the money anyway.


  However, there were also aristocrats who gladly received the money. But most of them were the lower-class aristocrats who were even poorer than commoners.


  I was really grateful to this social trend because I was able to save more than 5,000,000 reas by the time I graduated.


  Normally, a commoner could only earn 500,000 reas a year, so that means my savings was about 10 times the commoners’ annual income!


  Ahh~ I really did my best! Good job, me!


  Well, more than half of that money was from scholarship and the prize money, but the rest was from the money I earned from my part-time job.


  Because I lived in the dormitory, I didn’t need to pay rent and food expenses,so I rarely spend my money, but still… earning this much money just by using the time I had between classes and study time was really tough.


  Thankfully, the daily salary of my part-time job was about the same as a commoner’s full-day earning.
 Well yeah, I know, this is not the amount that can normally be earned from just a part-time job.
 I could earn that much because I was working as an apprentice alchemist at a master-class alchemist’ shop.


  If an apprentice alchemist can earn that much, just imagine how much can a professional alchemist earn!?
 That must be much much more than that!


  And from today, I AM that professional alchemist!


  I took out the Alchemist License that I received at the graduation ceremony from my pocket and looked at it.


  It was made of a mysterious substance that was close to thin metal but very light and flexible.


  An alchemist mark, my name and the Royal Alchemist Training School graduation certificate were engraved there.


  Furthermore, my magic crest was also recorded, and it even had a mechanism where everything that was engraved in my license would disappear when someone else touched it.
 This license was a really good example of a masterpiece made with alchemy.


  Mu fu fu~
 Staring at my alchemy license, I smiled unintentionally as I rested my cheek on the other hand.


  I might look suspicious, smiling alone while staring at my license in front of the gate like this.


  ……….Alone.


  Yes, I’m alone…


  The graduation ceremony is over, and it’s time for me to start my new life as an alchemy.
 But… here I am. Standing alone while smiling suspiciously in front of the school gate.


  Well, All I’ve been doing was studying and working these past five years.


  Because of that, no one came to congratulate me.


  In my surroundings, there were graduates who were reluctant to say goodbye to their juniors, and those who were talking with their family while crying in joy.


  I was the only one who was different.


  Because… I didn’t have someone beside me.


  B-But it’s not that I’m lonely or anything, okay!?


   


  ――No… I’m lying…
 Actually, I do feel a little lonely… Just a little.


  Well, it couldn’t be helped.
 After all, I was always studying and working, so I barely made conversations with others.
 If you rarely talk to other people, you can’t make friends, right?


  That’s why I had almost no friends.


  Yup. ‘Almost’.
 So, it’s not that I didn’t have friends at all.


  Until last year, there were two seniors who got along well with me.
 There was also a junior who became friends with me through my seniors’ connection.


  However, both of my seniors graduated last year, and now they were working in different towns, so they were not here in the royal capital.


  I still keep in touch with them through letters, but I’m sure they are busy with their new life as alchemists now, that’s why I couldn’t ask them to come all the way to the royal capital just for my graduation ceremony.


  Speaking of letters, other than buying necessities, I only spent my money to pay for the mailing cost.


  As for my junior, unfortunately she didn’t feel well from a few days ago, so she didn’t come to my graduation ceremony.


  She said she would come, but her regular exam was right after the graduation ceremony.
 I couldn’t let her fail just because she came to my graduation and got sick, so I strictly said, “Don’t ever come! You should take a rest and get better!” to her.
 Exams were a serious problem that could affect someone’s whole life, so I definitely didn’t want her to fail.


  「I think it’s about time to go…」


  It was a little painful for me to stand alone in this atmosphere.
 The gazes of suspicion that I felt were probably not just my imagination.


  I turned back and looked up at the school building where I had spent my five years.


  Most of the time I was only studying, but there were still other fun memories here.


  At least, thanks to studying, I wouldn’t have any trouble in my life, so I thought my student life here wasn’t that bad.


  Once I’m out of the gate, I have to walk alone toward my new life.


  With determination in my heart, I turned around and walked through the school gate.


  
  Chapter 3 : My First Luxury


  After I left the school, the first place I wanted to visit was Master’s shop.


  I was taken care of by her a lot, so I couldn’t just leave without greeting her after my graduation.
 Besides, I had some business with Master today.


  Master’s shop was close to school, and was in a strategic place in the royal capital.


  Because it was close, it was convenient for me to go to work after school, and thanks to that, I was able to use my time more effectively.


  I didn’t know about the price of the land, but Master’s shop was facing the main street, so it was probably a prime location with a very high price.


  My job was to help Master with the alchemy work, so I didn’t serve customers, but I still knew how many customers came to the shop.


  At least when I was working at the shop, customers kept coming in almost constantly.


  「Good afternoonー Master, you thereー?」


  I called out Master and entered the back of the store as usual.


  Actually, I already quit my part-time job here before the graduation exam, so I shouldn’t be allowed to enter the back of the shop like this. But, I had been working for almost five years here, so the employees here could be said to be the closest people to me at the moment.


  They also didn’t stop me, instead, they smiled at me and said, “congratulations on your graduation” and let me pass through like usual.


  「Ou, Sarasa! Congratulations!」


  A beautiful woman welcomed me at the alchemy workshop in the back of the store.
 A woman who had a rough way of speaking which didn’t suit her beautiful appearance.


  From her appearance, she was… mid-20s? Maybe?
 Well, her appearance was the same as five years ago though. Hasn’t changed at all.


  And this woman, whose age was unknown, was my master.


  Her skill as an alchemist was top tier.


  She was one of a few master-class alchemists that were more influential than the aristocrats in this country.


  Moreover, while the other master-class alchemists were old, Master looked like a young beautiful woman.


  Well, I don’t know her actual age though.


  However, she became a very popular alchemist in the royal capital because of her appearance.
 Thanks to that, the job requests kept coming to her shop.


  Even now, I couldn’t believe that I was hired at such a shop.


  I won’t talk about it in detail now, but I was very lucky to be hired at Master’s shop five years ago.


  「Thank you, Master. Thanks to you, I manage to graduate」


  I bowed down and thanked Master. Then she waved lightly and saidー


  「Nah, don’t be so humble. You did good. I heard about your result, you know? It seems that you are mostly in the top positions, aren’t you?」


  「Ehh? But…」


  Indeed I got a lot of reward money from exams, but I rarely got the first place though.


  Every time an exam was over, the names of the top 10 students who had the best scores were posted on a bulletin board, so everyone could see the ranking.


  I checked the ranking every time because I wanted to know whether I would get the reward money or not. And usually, there were 2 – 3 names above me.


  I didn’t remember the names, but I had confirmed that they were aristocrats.


  I just had to look at their family name and immediately knew that they were aristocrats or not.


  「Well, indeed there were some aristocrats above you. But you know, they actually jacked up their scores to keep the good name of their family」


  「Hee…I see」


  「………You’re not interested, huh」


  Responding to my calm answer, Master shook her head.


  Well, that’s cheating. But as long as I could get the reward money, I don’t really care about that.


  The aristocrats donated to the school, and they always declined scholarships and the reward money.


  And when I thought that my scholarships and reward money came from their donation, I would rather thank them than despise them for cheating.


  「I don’t really care if they are cheating. They can jack up their scores as much as they like as long as it doesn’t prevent me from getting the reward money」


  「Hahaha! I see. Well, school grades don’t matter once you become an alchemist. In the end, it depends on your efforts to improve your skills. ーーAh, but, the aristocrats can still be expelled from school if their score was below the standard. It’s to prevent incompetent alchemists from being born」


  However, it seems that the ranking would give a slight effect on job hunting after graduation.


  But wait… The people who will be hiring the aristocrats may already know that they boosted their grades, so…


  …….Isn’t it harder for aristocrats who aren’t properly evaluated to get a job?


  There were some aristocrats with a big attitude at school, but they were not as bad as a villain. Maybe because one of my senpais, who was friendly toward me, was the daughter of the Marquis, so the other aristocrats didn’t try to pick on me.


  Even a year after senpai graduated, I still had no problem with any aristocrats.


  Well, there were some problematic aristocrats, but they were dropped out of school last year.


  Besides, it was almost certain that the students who remained until the fifth year, even commoners, would become alchemists.
 And considering the social status of alchemists, there would be problems if you tried to pick on them even if you were an aristocrat.
 Indeed they were just students now, but they might become master-class alchemists in the future. You don’t want to be in trouble with such people, right?


  「Leave aside the aristocrats for now. I want to buy the Encyclopedia of Alchemy. So, Master. Can we go now?」


  「You wanna buy them now? Well, I don’t have any plans for today」


  “The Encyclopedia of Alchemy (10 volumes)”


  It was an alchemy bible that every full-fledged alchemist must have.


  Long time ago, when I just started working part time at Master’s shop, I once asked her, “What should I get first when I become an alchemist?”
 And that time, the thing that she recommended to me was 10 volumes of The Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  They were the ultimate books about alchemy that described all the techniques used in alchemy.
 If you had those encyclopedias, your way to become an alchemist will be shown.


  And when I asked her again, “Where can I get those awesome books!?”, Master just casually said, “You don’t know? You can buy them at the school store”.


  The ultimate books can be easily purchased at school, huh.
 I thought like that at that time, but…


  I collapsed after I knew the price.


  The oba-chan (auntie) who was keeping the school store said it costs 7,500,000 reas.


  With that amount of money, you can buy a mansion in the royal capital.


  It wasn’t the amount that a novice alchemist like me could easily pay.
 Moreover, I was still a student who didn’t have much money that time.


  And why in the world was such a super expensive item sold at a school store?


  The items I usually bought from the school store were like notebooks and inks, and it only cost me about 100 reas. Compared to the encyclopedia price, the gap was extremely high.


  It was surprisingly easy to find, but it was so hard to obtain!


  Of course I couldn’t buy it that time. I left the school and complained to Master.


  Then, Master laughed at me and said, “That’s why usually people will be working as an apprentice and make money before they buy it”


  And then she said, “You can buy it for only 5,000,000 reas if I endorse it for you. If you can save that much money by the time you graduate, I’ll do it for you”.


  5,000,000! So there’s a 2,500,000 discount!


  …….Well, but still, 5 million is a lot. You still can buy a large house with that amount of money.


   


  But, why was the Encyclopedia of Alchemy so expensive?


  One of the reasons was that the book itself was a special artifact.


  Only an alchemist could read it. For other people, it just looked like a blank book.


  However, even if you were an alchemist, the volumes you could read differ depending on your level.


  No, it was the opposite actually. To be exact, your level was determined by how many volumes you could read.


  If you were a new alchemist who just graduated like me, and you could read up to 4 volumes, you would be called “Beginner Alchemist”.
 If you could read up to 7 volumes, you would be called “Intermediate Alchemist”.
 And “Senior Alchemist” if you could read all 10 volumes.


  Only a small number of alchemists who could become senior alchemists.
 And those who reached the level beyond that were called “Master Class Alchemist” like my master.


  Because not everyone could read the books, it was difficult to judge its authenticity.


  Ordinary people couldn’t distinguish it from a normal blank book, so even if you say,”This is the Encyclopedia of Alchemy”, to them, they wouldn’t know if you’re lying or not.


  It was the same for the alchemists who could only read several volumes.
 The volumes that they couldn’t read would be blank.


  Therefore, a guarantee system was needed to find out whether the book was fake or not.
 It could be done by asking the alchemists who could read all the ten volumes, and then they would endorse that it was genuine.


  However, the senior and master-class alchemists, who could read all the volumes, were only a few.


  And asking those high level alchemists to endorse the books wasn’t cheap.


  This was another reason why the Encyclopedia of Alchemy was expensive.


  


  「But still, I can’t believe that you are really saving up your money until it reaches 5,000,000 reas…」(Sarasa)


  Master looked at me with a surprised look.


  Well, I’m also surprised at myself for making that much money in these five years.


  Ahh~ I even always held myself back from buying luxury items for five years.


  Un! Atta girl! Me!


  「I can go with you to buy it, but… how are you going to take the books home?」(Ophelia)


  「Eh? Of course I’ll put them in my bag」(Sarasa)


  As I said that, I turned around to show Master my bag.


  There were only a small amount of clothes, some study tools and cash inside my bag.


  This was all I had since I never bought anything other than essentials.


  Although it wasn’t fancy at all, my bag was sturdy and large.
 It still had plenty of space, so I was sure I could put in several books.


  I thought so and showed it with confidence, but Master just sighed after seeing my bag.


  「Haa…. Come」(Ophelia)


  「O, Okay…?」(Sarasa)


  Master took me to a room on the second floor.


  When I was working here, I rarely went up to the second floor, so I didn’t know about this room.


  It was a little dim inside the room, and there were a lot of books lined up.


  There was a large desk in the center of the room, but it was kinda messy and not very tidy.


  「Wait」(Ophelia)


  I waited obediently while Master was bringing some books from the back of the room and piling them up on the desk.


  「These are the Encyclopedia of Alchemy from vol 3 to 10. You’ve read vol 1 and 2, right?」(Ophelia)


  「Yes, but….. Hm? Why do these books look a lot thicker?」(Sarasa)


  There were eight books piled up on the desk.


  ……..Eight volumes? This thick?


  The first and second volumes of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy that I read at Master’s workplace were only about two centimeters thick.


  But, the height of the books that were currently piled on the desk was more than 50 cm in total.


  「The higher the number of the volume is, the thicker the book. Try to lift them」(Ophelia)


  「Okay」(Sarasa)


  I tried to lift the tower of the books as Master told me.


  「Ghh! Gnununununu! This is so heavy!」(Sarasa)


  「You see now?」(Ophelia)


  It’s not that I can’t lift them at all.
 I can also put them in my bag…… maybe?


  But, thinking that I had to find a place to train, and move to that place after this, it would be tough if I had to carry these heavy books.


  And that place is more likely not in this royal capital.


  Uhh… so it seems I have to endure a painful trip with a heavy load on my back…


  「And? You still wanna go find a place to train by yourself? Are you sure you don’t wanna work at my place anymore? If you are working here, you don’t have to buy the encyclopedias, you know? I’ll let you borrow these books. Also, you don’t have to take trouble finding a place to train. So?」(Ophelia)


  「Ukh…… Mumumumu…… That’s a tempting offer. But, I’m sorry, Master」(Sarasa)


  While grinning at me, Master gave me such an offer, but I refused it with a heavy heart.


  Honestly, I was very very lucky to be Master’s disciple.
 If I continued to be her disciple while working at her shop, I’m sure I’ll be able to improve my skills smoothly.


  Since I worked part-time at her shop, Master seemed to really like my skills, and she kept asking me if I wanted to keep working at her shop after I graduated.


  But, the reason I never nodded to her offer, was because I realized that my world was very small.


  I had been studying since I entered the orphanage.
 Even when I entered school, all I did was work part-time and study.


  My world only revolved between school and Master’s shop for five years.


  I was worried that if I accepted Master’s offer to continue working at her shop, I would never know the world except this shop.


  Besides, I didn’t want to depend too much on Master and wanted to be independent.


  「I see. Well, that’s too bad. But, going out and seeking a new place on your own would become a good experience. And… actually, I have a present for your graduation」(Ophelia)


  Because I had refused her several times before, she probably had guessed that I would refuse again this time, so she just nodded lightly, and then… she handed me a backpack.


  Compared to the backpack I was using, this one was about twice as small, but it looked a little fancy.


  It was a cute backpack dyed in a red color.


  It might be good for a little outing around the city, but it wasn’t big enough for a long trip.


  「By the way, this bag has effects such as capacity expansion and weight reduction. So, if you put the encyclopedias in here, you can travel with ease」(Ophelia)


  「….Eh!? Really!? But, Master… this must be very expensive, right? Are you sure you want to give it to me?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, the price would be expensive if I bought it, but I didn’t. I crafted it myself just for you, so you don’t need to worry about price」(Ophelia)


  「Master… Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  I thought it was just a fancy cute backpack, but apparently it was an artifact.


  Considering my current situation, I’m really happy to have such a useful backpack.


  [image: 00009]

  Without this, I wouldn’t be able to carry the encyclopedias.


  …….. I wonder just how much this backpack, that was made by a master-class alchemist, would cost.
 No, let’s just stop thinking about the price. It makes me scared.


  「Ah, it also had an anti-theft function. It can only be used by you, so if you wanna give it to someone, do your best on your training until you reach the level where you can modify that function」(Ophelia)


  「Well, of course I’ll do my best, but! I won’t do that! It’s a precious farewell gift I got from you! I won’t give it to anyone!………….. Okay then, let’s see… mufufufu~」(Sarasa)


  I made an excited face as I opened the backpack and put my hand inside it.


  「Hohooooo~~~」(Sarasa)


  From outside, it looked like a normal backpack that the size fit on my back, but the inside was very spacious.


  I tried putting my old, big backpack inside it, and boom, it even still had plenty of room inside even though my old backpack was obviously a lot larger than this cute backpack.


  「As expected from Master! You made an amazing item!」(Sarasa)


  「Well, yeah. More importantly, you wanna buy the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, right? Let’s go before the school store closes」(Ophelia)


  I looked up at her with shining eyes, but Master turned her gaze with a calm expression and changed the topic.


  「Ah, that’s right. I have to buy it today and then find a place to train because I can’t stay in the dormitory anymore!」(Sarasa)


  I visited the orphanage where I grew up sometimes, and I planned to go there today to report my graduation, but since I’m an adult now, I can’t just ask if I could stay at the orphanage for a while.


  Maybe I have no choice but to stay at an inn for a while as I look for a job.


  But… the inn here in the royal capital is quite expensive…


  Of course there are some cheap inns, but according to what I’ve heard, it seems those inns were a dangerous place for a girl like me to stay.


  「You can stay at my place for a while if you want」(Ophelia)


  「No, Master. I can’t keep depending on you」(Sarasa)


  I’m an adult once I graduate from school, so I have to be independent!
 Besides, if I keep relying on Master, I feel like I’ll be a good-for-nothing girl who can’t do anything by herself.


  


  After that, Master and I went to the school store.


  For me, going back to school immediately after graduating is kinda awkward, but I have no choice, right?


  By the way, the school store was the only store where you can buy alchemy tools in the royal capital.


  I didn’t know about such a fact when I first entered the school, but alchemy tools were basically made-to-order, so they were not sold in units.
 And because the customersー the alchemists who came to the store were not many, the school store started to sell various items such as notebooks, ink and stuff.


  「Excuse meー」(Sarasa)


  When I entered the school store and called out, the usual oba-chan came out from the back.


  「Ara, Sarasa-chan. Congratulations on your graduation」(store keeper)


  「Thank you, oba-chan. It’s also thanks to you I was able to graduate」(Sarasa)


  I bowed down thanked oba-chan who smiled and congratulated me.


  Because I often bought paper, pens, inks and notebooks here, we knew each other very well.


  Oba-chan also knew that I was an orphan.
 She sometimes gave me goods for free.
 She was very kind.


  Except the professors, my two senpais, and a kouhai, my only acquaintances in this school were this oba-chan, the librarian, and a receptionist of the Student Support Division office.


  「Oba-chan, have you stocked the books I asked for?」(Sarasa)


  「Oh, wait a minute」(store keeper)


  Oba-chan went to the back, and what she brought from there was, of course, 10 volumes of Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  It looked newer than the one I saw in Master’s room earlier, but the thickness and the heaviness was the same.


  So, these are the books that cost 7,5 million reas, huh.


  I can buy a mansion with that money…..


  「Sarasa-chan, you said that you don’t need a guarantee of authenticity, right? Are you sure?」(store keeper)


  「Yes. That’s why I brought a very important person along! Mmmmー Tadaaー! This is my master! Well then, Master, time and place is yours」(Sarasa)


  「You’re so excited… Alright, let’s do this」(Ophelia)


  I stepped aside and let Master approach the Encyclopedia of Alchemy while making a gesture “please, please” (douzo douzo).


  Master nodded and smiled lightly as she approached the books.


  Then, Master flipped each volume and wrote her signature on the last page.


  It only took a few minutes after Master finished checking each volume.


  Next, oba-chan pushed a stamp next to Master’s signature.


  The stamp indicated that the school had confirmed that it had been checked by a master-class alchemist.


  By the way, you can’t buy it without an endorsement.
 So, even if you say, “I don’t need a guarantee if it’s the real thing, just sell it to me”, you can’t buy it.


  It was a measure to prevent making a confusing thing like, “this is genuine even though there was no endorsement”.


  After watching Master did it, giving an endorsement seemed like an easy job.
 Moreover, the price for doing this easy job was 2,500,000 reas!


  However, in reality, even if Master was the one who did the job, she wouldn’t get full 2,5 million reas.
 A certain amount would be paid to the school as an administrative fee.
 Still, most of it belonged to the alchemist.


  I bet all the senior and master-class alchemists are very rich!


  They can make money worth a few years of working for ordinary people in a day!…. No, in just a few minutes!


  ーーーI thought like that at first, but after I asked Master about this, it seemed that this job wasn’t that good.


  First, the senior alchemists rarely got this job.


  That was because the school instructors could read up to 6 volumes, so there was no need to ask senior or master-class alchemists, they could endorse it themself.
 They would ask for endorsement from senior alchemists only if there was someone who bought more than 6 volumes.


  Second, every time the owner of the encyclopedia wanted to sell or give it to another person, the alchemist who endorsed it would be asked to come and say that the signature on the encyclopedia was really their signature.


  That’s why senior and master-class alchemists would get paid highly for doing that job.


  In the first place, only a few people buy up to 10 volumes.


  Hm? Wait. Only a few people buy up to 10 volumes, right?


  So that means I don’t have to buy all the volumes?


  ーーーWait, wait. Master didn’t tell me about this!


  I thought I have to buy all of them.
 I believed her and saved up my money for five years!


  But, I can’t complain to her because she endorsed my encyclopedias for free.


  「It’s done now, Sarasa-chan. It’ll be 5,000,000 reas」(store keeper)


  「Yes, and… here’s the money」(Sarasa)


  I lined up all my treasure, 50 platinum coins, on the counter.


  This is all I have. My blood. My sweat. I worked hard for five years for this money.


  I know I have to buy the encyclopedias…!
 I know it’s necessary…!


  「Thank you for shopping~」(store keeper)


  While my hands were still trembling after taking out the money, oba-chan quickly collected them with a smile on her face.


  She collected a ridiculous amount of money like it was nothing.


  All I bought was only cheap items in this store when I was at school, but I’m sure she already used to handle platinum coins from selling alchemy tools.


  「But really… Sarasa-chan you’re amazing. Normally, a graduate can only buy up to three volumes, you know?」(store keeper)


  Hmm… so my feeling was true, we didn’t have to buy all 10 volumes at once… Oh, well.


  As oba-chan said, if you only buy 3 volumes, you don’t need to pay 2,500,000 reas for the endorsement, because you can just ask an instructor at the school to endorse your encyclopedias cheaply.


  If you have an instructor that was close with you, maybe you can even ask for a discount.


  「Hehehe~ Well, it’s all thanks to this person. My master」(Sarasa)


  While smiling, I carefully put the Encyclopedia of Alchemy in the backpack that Master gave me.


  Thinking that it would be tough without this backpack, I was really grateful to Master.


  After putting the entire volumes in my backpack, I stood up, butー


  「Yokkoi, sho! Uwa!?」(Sarasa)
 [*/ heave-ho]


  ーI lost my balance because the weight was so different from what I expected, but Master immediately supported me so I didn’t fall.


  「Are you okay, Sarasa-chan? It’s quite heavy, isn’t it?」(store keeper)


  No. It’s very light!
 It was lighter than I expected so I almost fell.


  The weight reduction function is really awesome!
 As expected from Master’s creation!


  However, there’s no point if I brag about this backpack to oba-chan.


  「Ah… I’m fine. And… oba-chan. Thank you for everything!」(Sarasa)


  「Me also, thank you, Sarasa-chan. Do your best on your alchemist job. I’ll always welcome you here, so come again if you have time.」(store keeper)


  I bowed to oba-chan who smiled and waved at me, and then I left the school store with Master.


  
  Chapter 4 : Job Hunting


  「And next, you’re going to find a place to train, right? Since I’m with you now, I can accompany you a little more」(Ophelia)


  「Thank you, Master. By the way, dang! This backpack is really light!」(Sarasa)


  I only put light things such as clothes and writing tools when we were going to the school store, but the weight was the same even after I put all the encyclopedias inside.


  No, actually it was heavier, but it was just slightly, not even 10% from the weight that I expected.


  「I already said it had a weight reduction function, right? If I didn’t make that function for you, can you even travel carrying those encyclopedias?」(Ophelia)


  「That’s…」(Sarasa)


  Not to brag, but I don’t have much physical strength.


  Reason?


  Well, if you just do nothing but study, eventually your physical strength will drop, right?


  I have a small body in the first place, plus, I never trained my body, and this is what would happen.


  「Of course I can’t. That’s why I’m really grateful for this backpack. Thank you, Master!」(Sarasa)


  Thinking about how useful this backpack is, and… how expensive it is, I thanked Master again.


  Although she said it was for my graduation present, this backpack was on the level that made me afraid to receive it for free. But, if I refused it, Master would be sad, so I will gratefully use it.


  Even though she looked unfriendly and sometimes spoke like a man, in fact, Master was a very kind person.


  「Umu. Well, you’ll be starting your new life. This is all I can do for you, so don’t worry about it」(Ophelia)


  She laughed as she said that and stroked my head, and then I smiled back at her.


  After that, we headed for the Student Support Division.


  That place was helping the students to find part-time jobs that they could do while attending school.
 Other than that, it also helped the students to find a job after graduation.


  Actually, sometimes I also worked part-time at some places other than Master’s shop, so I knew the receptionist onee-san here very well.


  「Good afternoon~」(Sarasa)


  「Welcome, Sarasa-chan~」(receptionist)


  After I entered with a greet, as usual, the onee-san in charge, who seemed to be free, returned a light reply.


  But, after she saw Master who walked behind me, she quickly stretched her spine to sit up straight, and made a perfect smile.
 She looked 100% different from she was a second ago.


  「What kind of business do you have today?」(receptionist)


  「A, Ahh… I want to find a place to train. Can you show me the list of places that are currently open recruitment?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. Please wait a moment」(receptionist)


  When I was confused because she was so different, onee-san stood from her seat and walked toward a shelf on the back.


  Maybe because Master was with me, she used a more formal tone than usual.


  I completely forgot because I’m always with Master, but Master really is a super elite alchemist.


  「Hmm. Why there’s no one here?」(Ophelia)


  There was only onee-san alone at the counter, and there were no students.


  Usually, there were a few more people, so this kind of situation was rare.


  「Ah, because today is the day of the graduation ceremony, so maybe they went somewhere to celebrate」(receptionist)


  Onee-san returned with a binder in her hand, and she answered Master’s question.


  「Oh, I see. I remember many years ago after I graduated, I had a party with my friends too. But, Sarasa, whyー」(Ophelia)


  「Can I see the list?」(Sarasa)


  I ignored Master who tried to say something I didn’t want to hear, and reached out my hands toward the binder that was held by onee-san.


  Don’t Master know!? I don’t have any close friends to party with!


  I didn’t even get an invitation!


  Well, if it’s a graduation party, last year, my senpais invited me after they graduated, but I didn’t participate that time, because there were many people I didn’t know.
 However, on the next day, the four of us had a dinner party. Me, my two senpais and my kouhai.


  When I was flipping the binder while remembering about that time, Master stroked my head with a gentle look as if her face was saying, “I’m sorry, I’m sorry”, but I ignored her and kept flipping the binder.


  「Excuse me, can you show me the information about vacant stores?」(Ophelia)


  「Yes. Here it is」(receptionist)


  It seemed that the binder about the stores was on onee-san’s table. She immediately handed it to Master.


  「Master, do you want to open a branch shop?」(Sarasa)


  Master’s shop was very prosperous, so no wonder if she wanted to open branch shops or expand her shop, but it seemed that I was wrong.
 Master didn’t look like she was interested in that.


  「No. Not that… More importantly, do you find a good place to train?」(Ophelia)


  「No, I’m still searching…」(Sarasa)


  I was currently looking at the binder of lists of alchemy shops that accept disciples.


  I had to find a shop that suits my requirements, get there to interview, get a job, save money while gaining experience there, and then buy my own shop.
 Generally, that’s what the career plan of an alchemy looks like.


  Considering the costs that I’ll spend during the job hunting, the neighborhood town is a good choice.


  Shops here in the royal capital are… nah, I don’t think it’s possible.


  Because there’s a school here, so there will be excess human resources.


  The most available choices were in the countrysides after all.


  My senpais were also working in the countryside.


  However, if I choose the countryside, I have to spend more time and more money to go there to interview.


  If I’m not hired, the money I spend for transportation and accommodation will be wasted.


  Even if I’m hired, I have to pay to rent a room and prepare daily necessities.


  When I was living in the dormitory, the school provided me with a room and necessities, but… now that I graduated, moreover after I bought the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, I didn’t have much money left.


  In a case like this, if you have connections with an alchemist, the easiest way is to ask them to hire you.


  That’s why, actually, I’m very lucky that Master wanted to hire me.


  But, I kept refusing the offer.
 Master gave a disappointing face every time I refused, but she also looked happy about my decision to become independent.


  「By the way. Sarasa, how much money do you have left for expenses during job hunting?」(Ophelia)


  「U, Ughh……」(Sarasa)


  When I desperately calculated the distance to the shop that opened recruitment and the cost required, Master asked a right-to-the-point question.


  Looking at me who hesitated to answer, Master sighed.


  「Hahhh… I was expecting this when you bought the Encyclopedia of Alchemy… But, I have a recommendation for you. Take a look at this」(Ophelia)


  As she said that, Master handed me the binder that she was looking at.


  It was a collection of information about shop buildings for sale.
 To be exact, it was a list of second-hand shops used by alchemists who had closed their businesses.


  On the list, there were various stores that came with various facilities.


  Even though the facilities were beneficial to alchemists, they were redundant for the general public.


  Therefore, it could be sold at a high price to alchemists, but there would be no general public who wanted to buy it unless they were given a discount.


  However, if the seller made a rule, “Sold only to alchemists”, it would be hard to sell it given the small number of alchemists in the country.


  And in order to eliminate such inconveniences for both buyers and sellers, the school acted as the intermediary agent.


  「Recommendation? Hm? What is this?…….Uwa!? So cheap!」(Sarasa)


  I saw at the page of the binder that Master handed to me.
 There was a shop building that was only 10,000 reas.


  I could totally pay for this building with my current money even though my wallet had become thin thanks to the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  「What the heck is this shop!?」(Sarasa)


  「The shop is a little small, but there’s a living space, a herb field, and various facilities and tools. It’s in the countryside, but it’s quite a bargain, right?」(Ophelia)


  Looking at the layout, it wasn’t as large as Master’s shop, but since there would be only a few customers in the countryside, there was no need for a large space.


  It was a two-story building with a living space.


  There was a fairly large field on the back, and it seemed that I could grow herbs there.
 And also, it had a well.


  「……But, wait. Isn’t it too cheap? This price for this building!? It’s impossible!」(Sarasa)


  10,000 reas is only enough to pay an inn in the royal capital for one or two months!


  Hmm… This is suspicious…


  The mediator was the school, so it would be fine, but…


  


  The mediator was the school, so it would be fine, but…


  「Well, maybe it got some subsidies?」(Ophelia)


  「Ah, I see. If that’s the case… Hmm….」(Sarasa)


  The subsidy was the money from the government to support alchemists who wanted to open a shop.


  The country wanted each city to have at least one alchemist shop, but it was up to the alchemist to decide where to set up the shop.


  The most popular place to set up the shop was of course, the place with the largest population, the royal capital.
 The big cities around the royal capital were the second most popular.


  Most of the alchemists wanted to avoid opening a shop in inconvenient places like the countryside where there were only few customers.


  And the country gave the subsidies for that reason.


  There were still so many places where the most alchemists avoided.
 And the subsidy was a trick to get the alchemists interested in opening shops in those places because the subsidies made it far cheaper than in the royal capital or big cities.


  Of course, there were no subsidies for the shops in the royal capital and big cities.


  It was quite difficult to save money to buy a shop for new alchemists who were still on training, so the subsidies were very beneficial for those who wanted to open a shop early.


  However…


  「But, that means… this shop is in a very remote area so the subsidies were very high… right?」(Sarasa)


  I looked at the address that was written on the page.


  Hmm… I don’t know this place, and have never heard about it.


  I guess it must be a very small town or small village…


  「This small town… No. This small village is on the “Great Sea of Trees” side」(Ophelia)


  「Great Sea of Trees…? It takes about a month by carriage from here, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Right. But, you can easily obtain materials for alchemy in this place. So I think it’s not a bad place to improve your skill. Well, the customers may be very few though.」(Ophelia)


  There was a large mountain range extending from north to south in a remote area of this country, and the Great Sea of Trees was at the foot of that mountain range.


  Actually, the official name was “Gerva Loch Sea of Trees”, and it was famous because there were various alchemy-related materials you can obtain there, such as plants, herbs, insects, ores, ect.


  So, yeah, as Master said, it’s maybe the best place to improve my skills, but…


  「Having customers is important, right? I’ve spent almost all my savings. If there were no customers coming, I can’t make a living」(Sarasa)


  Because it was near a production area, I could buy various materials at a low price, but I wouldn’t be able to make any profit if my products didn’t sell.


  If I had enough savings, I might choose the option to improve my skills in that place for several years, but I had to make a living somehow with my current savings.


  「Hmm. I think it’s a good place though.」(Ophelia)


  「First of all, I just graduated yesterday. Is it even possible for a fresh graduate to open a shop? 」(Sarasa)


  「If it’s you, there will be no problem. Of course, it’s not possible for a complete amateur. But, Sarasa, you’ve been working in my shop for years, so I think you can do it. Besides, your level is three now」(Ophelia)


  「…….Eh? Three?」(Sarasa)


  「Aa. ーーSarasa, do you know how the alchemists raise their level?」(Ophelia)


  「Ahh… I don’t know… 」(Sarasa)


  After I talked about alchemist level many times, I didn’t know exactly how to raise the level.


  The school also didn’t teach the student about this.
 They just told us to study and make an effort to improve our skills.


  「Fumu. Well, of course, huh. Normally, you will be taught after you get the qualification and after becoming a disciple, so I should be the one who taught you……. Ahem」(Ophelia)


  Master cleared her throat once and told me.


  「Your level will rise if you can make all the things listed in each volume of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy. For example, if you can make all items in vol 1, your level will be 2, in vol 2, your level will be 3, just like that」(Ophelia)


  I see. Well, that’s so simple.


  And it seems that the school didn’t teach their students about this so that the students didn’t force themself to perform alchemy beyond their capability just because they wanted to raise their level quickly.
 That’s why you will be taught once you become someone’s disciple.


  「Come to think of it, I had made various things when I was working at Master’s shop. That means… I had made items from one or two volumes without me knowing it?」(Sarasa)


  「Yep. And those two volumes contain the most commonly used items in everyday life. That’s why I think you, who can make those items, can open your own shop」(Ophelia)


  「But… I don’t know anything about business, you know?」(Sarasa)


  If Master was right, it seems I would have no trouble making hot-selling products.


  But, during the part-time job, all I did was create things, not sell things.


  In other words, I’m a complete amateur when it comes to pricing, selling and other store management matters.


  「Hmm… Alright, how about this. If you find some rare materials in that area, I’ll be regularly buying them, and you shouldn’t be troubled with money」(Ophelia)


  Well, if that’s the case, I think I can make a living by selling things regularly to Master….. Wait…


  「ーーMaster… Is that what you are aiming for?」(Sarasa)


  「I’m always thinking about the future of my beloved disciple」(Ophelia)


  Master stroked my head as she showed a refreshing smile that I rarely saw.


  「Well, thank you very much? ーーNot that! Master! So you don’t deny it!?」(Sarasa)


  「Excuse me. What should I do to buy this shop?」(Ophelia)


  「Y, Yes. You just have to pay here and you will get the certificate of this shop」(receptionist)


  「I see. Then, here’s the money」(Ophelia)


  Ignoring my protests, Master took out the money from her wallet and received a certificate and a key.
 She folded it quickly and put it into my pocket.


  「Now, Sarasa is also a full-fledged alchemist who owns a shop. Congratulations! Ah, just think of it as a gift from me」(Ophelia)


  「E, Eeeehhhhhー」(Sarasa)


  Master smiled as she said that while tapping my shoulder.


  Somehow, my future was decided just like that.


  Wait. I came to this office to find a place to train, right?
 So how do I end up being a shop owner?


  「Ma, Master… I’m not sure about this…」(Sarasa)


  「Do your best. You wanna be independent, right? I’ll help you if you need me. And in case you fail managing the shop, I’ll always welcome you in my shop」(Ophelia)


  「Ughh……」(Sarasa)


  I’m not sure but… Maybe I’ll be fine… Maybe…


  I don’t wanna depend on Master more than this, but maybe I have to at least secure money for travel expenses to return to the royal capital so that I can go to Master’s shop in case I fail.


  But for now, I’ll try to do my best.


  I’m also a full-fledged alchemist who has an Alchemist License, you know!


  「Understood. Un! I’ll try my best!」(Sarasa)


  I burned up my spirit and clenched my hands tightly.


  「Nice! That’s the spirit!」(Ophelia)


  Master encouraged me and nodded in satisfaction.


   


  Wait… Doesn’t this mean that I’m just dancing on Master’s hand?


  Nah, maybe it’s just my imagination.


  


  After we returned to Master’s store from the Student Support Division office, Master held a graduation party for me.


  I think it was not because she felt sorry for me for being a loner, but she purely just wanted to celebrate my graduation.


  The participants were only the employees working at Master’s store.
 There were no other people.


  It’s not that I don’t have anyone who might come if I call them, you know!


  Like… people at my other part-time work or… people at the orphanage… maybe?


  I just don’t invite them now.


  It’s not that I’m scared if they are refusing to come while making an awkward face, okay?


  「Master… wasn’t it hard preparing this party all of a sudden?」(Sarasa)


  Gorgeous dishes that I’ve never eaten, and alcoholic beverages were lined up on the table.


  All of them were delicious, and I felt like I could eat them all day.


  Well, of course that’s not possible. My stomach has a limit. So, I was just eating various dishes little by little.


  ーーEating from the ones that look expensive, is the basics of eating at the party! Right?


  「It’s not a big deal. Besides, the one who made the dishes was her」(Ophelia)


  As she said that, Master pointed her finger at Maria, an onee-san who was always in charge of customer service at the counter.


  When I looked at her, Maria-san smiled and waved at me.


  Eh? Maria-san cooked these gorgeous dishes?


  I thought it was a professional chef who made it.


  「But, the ingredients used must be the high-quality ones which are expensive, right? And also the alcohol too. It looks like the expensive ones」(Sarasa)


  「Hm? I usually use this kind of ingredients for my meal though?」(Ophelia)


  So Master normally eat this kind of meal?
 Hoo, as expected from a master-class alchemist.


  Compared to the dishes that I usually ate in the dormitory, these dishes looked more like high-class dishes!


  「Sarasa. You just too focus on saving your money. You know? I didn’t have much money when I was a student, but each time the exam was over, I always went out to eat something like this somewhere」(Ophelia)


  Eh? Maybe it’s not that high-class?


  「ーーBut Master, you are the one who told me to save my money!」(Sarasa)


  「Hm? Is that so? I just said if you had enough money by the time you graduate, I can make the Encyclopedia of Alchemy cheap for you」(Ophelia)


  「Is the same as you told me to save up my money! You told me that I must have it, so I had no choice but to save money, right?」(Sarasa)


  Haahhhh… This person…


  I desperately saved up my money because you told me that, you know!?


  Besides, 2,5 million discount is a great deal!


  「Sarasa. In the first place, you didn’t have to buy 10 volumes all at once. You can buy it one at a time, you know?」(Ophelia)


  「Yes, I know! I just found out today after oba-chan at the school store told me. Why didn’t you tell me about this five years ago? After I did my best to save up my money!」(Sarasa)


  「Sorry, Sarasa. But, hey, you know? Buying 10 volumes all at once is cheaper than buying one by one, because you will need to pay a senior alchemist to endorse your encyclopedia every time you buy」(Ophelia)


  Ahh, that’s right.


  If that’s the case, then I did the right thing for buying all the volumes at once, right?


  「I see… By the way, Master. The topic will change, but, you will be a senior alchemist if you can make all items in vol 9, right? Then, what if you make all items in vol 10?」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh, only a dumb who do that」(Ophelia)


  「………Huh?」(Sarasa)


  Eh? Did I misheard?


  「A… dumb…?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. You can’t read the contents of vol 10, but you remember the thickness, didn’t you?」(Ophelia)


  「Ahh, come to think of it, yes, it was so thick」(Sarasa)


  I remembered when I put the encyclopedias in my backpack, the vol 10 was so thick and heavy that it was hard to put into the backpack.


  If you throw it at someone’s head, that person would be dead for sure.


  「Vol 10 contains advanced artifacts, but most of them are useless. That’s why, only a dumb who want to sacrifice their materials, time and effort to make such difficult yet useless things」(Ophelia)


  「Hmm. I see. Oh, but Master is a master-class which is higher than senior alchemist, right? How did you become a master-class?」(Sarasa)


  I thought we could be a master-class alchemist if we mastered all 10 volumes, but…


  「Umm…… One of the conditions to become a master-class is to create the most valuable artifacts in Vol 10. Because there are a lot of useless things in vol 10, you have to be careful selecting which one you want to make. And the other condition is…..」(Ophelia)


  「Is…?」(Sarasa)


  Master looked at me and saidー


  「ーーIt’s a secret」(Ophelia)


  「Eeehhh~~~ Why? Tell me Master~!」(Sarasa)


  「Master-class is different from senior class alchemist because they have an important role. If you became a senior alchemist someday, I’ll tell you」(Ophelia)


  「Uhh… It will take so long. But, it’s a promise, okay?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, yes. But, it’ll be very very hard to become one. That’s why senior alchemists are few in number. Well, do your best」(Ophelia)


  「That’s… Un, I know it’ll be hard, but…」(Sarasa)


  When I looked at Master with a dissatisfied expression, Master just laughed and chugged a big cup of wine all at once.


  「Sarasa. Don’t just stand and keep talking. Enjoy the feast! Drink alcohol! You’re an adult now」(Ophelia)


  「U, Un. You’re right. Alright! This will be my first challenge drinking alcohol!」(Sarasa)


  Here, 15-year-old is already an adult. That means, I can drink alcohol.


  I was celebrating my 15th birthday a while ago, but because I was trying to save up money, I didn’t even think to try alcohol which was expensive.


  But today, it’s free!
 Moreover, it’s high-class stuff!
 It’ll be a waste if I don’t drink it, right?


  I poured the alcohol that was right in front of me into a cup, and tried to imitate Master, butー


  「Gulp……….Hm…? Eh…?」(Sarasa)


  After I took a sip, my throat became hot and I could see Master’s panicked face approaching and………………
 ……………..
 …………
 …….
 ….


   


  ♦♦♦


   


  The next day.
 I woke up on a bed that I didn’t know.


  Hmm… Yesterday… If I remember correctly, Master held a party for me and…..


  I didn’t remember what happened during the party.


  Is this Master’s shop?


  I got out of bed and out of the room, then I saw a familiar corridor.


  As I thought.


  This is the guest room on the second floor of the store. I’ve never entered this room before.


  I went down the stairs and headed for the living space of the shop, and I saw Master relaxing at the table while drinking tea.


  「Good morning, Master」(Sarasa)


  「Ou. Good morning. But, Sarasa, hahaha! You really made me laugh a lot yesterday, you know? Collapsed onto the desk after taking a sip… Fufu, bwahahaha!」(Ophelia)


  Master laughed out loud, remembering what happened yesterday.


  Ughh….


  I tried to remember.


  Hmm… Yesterday, I tried to drink alcohol for the first time, right?
 If what Master said is true, that means I lost consciousness after drinking a sip?


  ーーYeah but, isn’t she so meanie making fun of me while I was lost consciousness!?


  I know it’s a bit pitiful, but she doesn’t have to laugh that hard, right!?


  I stared at her with a sulking face while waiting for her to stop laughing.


  After she laughed enough, Master grinned at me.


  「Hihi. Sarasa. After refusing my offer to stay at my place, in the end, you were sleeping here」(Ophelia)


  「Guh… Well, that’s…」(Sarasa)


  Yes. I was…


  Although it was inevitable, I ended up depending on Master on the first day after I decided to become independent.


  But I was lucky.
 If I tried my first alcohol at a bar alone, no one would help me.


  Because I’m an adult now, taking care of myself is my own responsibility.


  「But that alcohol was too strong! What the heck was that?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, you’re right. It was a strong alcohol. By the way the price is quite high. If I’m not mistaken, it’s aboutー」(Ophelia)


  「Stop, stop, stooop! Don’t tell me, Master! I might pass out again!」(Sarasa)


  I don’t want to hear the price of “the things that are quite expensive even for Master”!


  I’m sure that it was an alcohol that would never pass through my throat if I bought it myself.


  I don’t even remember when I drank it, let alone the taste.
 And when I think that such an expensive alcohol was wasted on me, my heart hurts.


  「……..I think I won’t drink alcohol again for quite a while…」(Sarasa)


  「I think that’s good. But when you want to drink again, call me! I need entertainment to relieve stress from work. Fufufu!」(Ophelia)


  In other words, she told me to pass out again after drinking alcohol, huh?


  Alright. I understand what to do.


  ーー I will never drink alcohol in front of anybody, especially Master!


  「She might look like making fun of you, but after you passed out, Manager was quite panicked, you know? She was the one who brought you to the bedroom and stayed on your side for a while」(Maria)


  「Ah. Maria-san」(Sarasa)


  When I was still sulking, Maria-san appeared from the kitchen with a glass of water on her hand, and then she revealed such a story.


  「Oi, Maria! Ssssttttー!」(Ophelia)


  「Ara, what’s wrong, Manager? It’s true, isn’t it? You even hurriedly looked for a potion, didn’t you? Fufufu」(Maria)


  After she said that, Maria-san laughed and handed me the glass of water in her hand.


  Did she know that I’m thirsty? What a kind person.


  I gratefully received the water, and drank it while glancing at Master.


  Master, who was laughing a while ago, looked away as she bent her mouth to the shape of へ character.
 [*/ へ = hé]


  「Ahem! W, Well… I, I just can’t let people die here in my shop!」(Ophelia)


  Noticing my glance, Master cleared her throat and said that awkwardly.


  「Fufufu. Manager, you’re really not honest with yourself. More importantly, I already made breakfast. Sarasa-san, you will be eating too, right?」(Maria)


  「U, Umm…..」(Sarasa)


  「It’s just breakfast. You don’t have to mind it. Just eat here」(Ophelia)


  Master noticed that I hesitated for a moment because I didn’t want to trouble her.


  「Maria, can you prepare meals for the three of us?」(Ophelia)


  「Okay~」(Maria)


  「Thank you very much」(Sarasa)


  To be honest, eating here would save me a lot of time, considering that I would be leaving today.


  I thanked both of them and started eating in a hurry.


   


  After I finished eating, I immediately started preparing for my departure.


  Although I said ‘preparing’, all my personal belongings were already in the backpack that Master gave me, so the only thing I had to prepare was food.


  But, I could just buy it at a store on the way, so now I just changed my clothes.


  After that, I went back to the living room to say goodbye to Master and Maria.


  「Take this too. It’s a farewell gift」(Ophelia)


  Master handed me a set of alchemy tools and a booklet containing advice on how to manage a shop.


  The booklet is cool, but the alchemy tools must be very expensive.


  At least, the price was too high for common people to afford.


  「Eh? But…」(Sarasa)


  I already got a very expensive backpack from her.
 She even bought me a store.


  But when I was a little reluctant to receive it, Master saidー


  「Sarasa, you know I’m a master-class, right? For me, this much is cheap, so don’t worry about it. You’re a weird girl, but you’re my disciple who will be independently managing a store. So, me giving you all these is normal. Just receive it」(Ophelia)


  For saying “this much is cheap” to the amount of money that the common people can’t earn, as expected from a master-class alchemist.


  After that, Maria-san whispered to me so that Master didn’t hear her.


  「Sarasa-san, you know? That booklet. While you were sleeping, Manager didn’t sleep to write it all night for you」(Maria)


  「Eh? Really? …Master……」(Sarasa)


  Hmm, so that’s why she looked a bit sleepy this morning.


  Well, with this, I may forgive her for laughing at me.


  Also, with this, my debt of gratitude to her is accumulating more and more…


  Considering she helped me with the Encyclopedias of Alchemy, I felt like she already support me several millions reas.


  ………Un. I have to do my best managing the shop and making it successful so that I can repay the favor.


  With such a determination in my heart, I left the royal capital……


  …..without even knowing what kind of reality awaits me in that remote village…..


  
  Chapter 5 : My Shop Is...


  And right now, I’m standing in front of an old store building.


  「…..Hahh… It can’t be helped. Since I came already, I have to do something about this building!」


  Remember the determination that you made that time, me!


  You want to repay the favor to Master, don’t you!?


  ……..Wait. The one who chose this store was Master, right?


  ーーNo, no. Master also didn’t know about the building condition either, so I can’t blame her.


  ……..But, the one who forced me to open a store instead of getting a place to train was her.


  ーーNo, no, no. It’s my kind master we’re talking about! I’m sure she’s thinking about my future!
 Yes. It must be so. If not, my heart will break…


  「Alright… For now, let’s start from checking the condition!」


  I changed my gear and looked at the exterior of the store again more carefully.


  Indeed the signboard was tilted and was about to fall, but when I look closely, the building itself may not be so damaged.


  Maybe it’s just because the ruined garden, the rotten wooden fence and the cloudy windows that make the building look miserable.
 The roof was solid, and the cracks on the walls were actually only the plaster cracking, the walls themself were still solid.


  The door and windows were also still solid.


  If I fixed the signboard and the walls, and then cleaned the other parts, I’m sure it wouldn’t be a bad property.


  「Yosh! I got motivated! First, I’ll go check the inside」


  I took out the key from my pocket, but when I was about to step on the garden full of tall grasses, I stopped my foot.


  「Eh…? These are… herbs?」


  When I looked closely, there were herbs growing all over the place in the garden in front of the store.


  Come to think of it, this store has a herb field in the back, right?
 Maybe the seeds have flown from there?


  Most of the grasses were just weeds, but it might be difficult to walk without stepping on the herbs ones.


  I could just ignore them and step on them, but from my point of view, they looked like coins on the ground.


  「…….Pick them up~ Pick them up~」


  I decided to collect the herbs before entering the building.
 I had no time to pick them all, so I just picked the ones that were growing on the alley so I could walk to the door.


  「Garbage. Money. Garbage. Money. Garbage, garbage. Money, money」
 [*/garbage = weed , money = herb]


  While muttering like that, I pulled out the grasses, sorted, and piled them up.


  Every piece of herb was cheap, but if I collected them until I reached the door, maybe I could get the amount of money equal to the common people’s income for one day if I sold them.


  However, If I didn’t process it immediately, the value would drop.


  I kept picking the herbs and weeds for a while.
 And thenー


  「Ara, what are you doing, Missy?」(woman)


  When I was about halfway to the door, someone called me from behind.


  I looked back, and there was a slightly fat woman in her late 40s standing behind me.


  「A, Ahh… This is…」(Sarasa)


  From her point of view, this situation must look likeー A stranger little girl weeding while muttering in front of an empty old house.


  Un. Suspicious.
 I must be looking very suspicious right now!


  I’ve heard that a small village like this is kinda closed to strangers.
 Uhh… No doubt. She must be suspicious of me!


  [image: 00010]

  「Do you have any business with this store…? But… this store closed long ago. You can tell by looking at the building, right? So… why are you…」(woman)


  「N, N-No! I’m not suspicious at all! This is- This is my store now! I bought this store and just moved here today!」(Sarasa)


  I hurriedly denied the oba-san who looked at me suspiciously.


  The most important thing to enter a closed community like this village is… the first impression!


  I was okay being a loner at school, but this is not school, I will live here from now on!
 So, I have to get along with my neighbors.


  ‘The Neighborhood-Women Network’ is dangerous! I have to be careful, otherwise, the entire neighborhood would have a bad impression on me!


  I desperately tried to make a smile which I rarely make, and tried to greet her.


  「N, Nice to meet you, Ma’am!」(Sarasa)


  「You bought this store? That means… Missy is an alchemist-sama!?」(woman)


  「Y, Yes! I’m still new, but I’m an alchemist! My name is Sarasa」(Sarasa)


  「Maaー Maaー. I’m Ells. I live in this neighborhood. My house is a little far away from here, but if you need something, please come anytime」(Ells)


  Oba-sanー No. Ells-san smiled at me while pointing toward the left side of the store.


  Fiuhー


  Nice. The first contact was great.


  But, I bet she would never forget the scene when I was weeding suspiciously…
 Oh, well…


  「Ahh, I’m glad there will be an alchemy store in our village again. It was inconvenient without one. You’re a lifesaver, Missy. Good luck!」(Ells)


  「Yes! Thank you very much!…… Umm, by the way, do you know why this store was closed?」(Sarasa)


  If it was because opening business here in the remote village was unprofitable, I have to make a plan about it.


  I will be able to make a living by just selling materials to Master, but as an alchemist, it’s just… nah…


  「Ah, this shop was run by an elderly man, but one day, his hip got hurt, and then his worried son came to pick him back home. So you don’t have to worry about not getting any customers」(Ells)


  「Is that so?」(Sarasa)


  It’s a small village, so… I think the number of demands will be small too…


  Ells-san smiled at me, and as if she could read my mind, she saidー


  「Well, indeed it’s a small village, but everyone will need your potions. Besides, there are quite a few ‘collectors’ here. They usually enter the Great Sea of Trees, so I’m sure you will earn a lot from selling potions to them. Also, you can purchase materials cheaply from them」(Ells)


  “Collectors” were people who hunted for materials and sold them.
 They usually looked for materials at the Great Sea of Trees where there were a lot of materials available to collect.


  Generally, places like that were dangerous.


  Therefore, for an alchemist, the collectors were both a source of materials and customers at the same time.


  「The collectors’ existence is a good thing, but I think I’ll wait and keep an eye on the situation regarding the purchase. Because, even if I buy the materials, I have to think about the sale-destination and transportation from here…」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? I don’t understand how the alchemy business works」(Ells)


  Indeed I could obtain materials cheaply in a production area like this, but if I wasn’t careful and bought them carelessly, I would go bankrupt sooner or later.


  First of all, there were not much of the purchased items that could be stored as they are.


  If I just left them, the materials would rot and become unusable, so pretreatment is required if I want to store them for a long time.


  Therefore, I couldn’t buy more than I could handle. Otherwise, some of the materials would be wasted.


  Furthermore, I had to consider some things before I did the purchase, such as the transportation cost to the sale-destination, unsold items, and loss due to damage during transportation.


  ーーThanks to the booklet Master gave me, I knew about these things.


  In the booklet, Master even made a list of selling and purchasing prices of various materials in the royal capital, but there was a note saying, “if you just simply make those prices as reference for your store, you will bankrupt soon. Think about it carefully!”


  「By the way, when do you plan to open the store?」(Ells)


  「Well, I need to clean the building first, and after that the preparation… Hmm… maybe about a week?」(Sarasa)


  Actually, I wasn’t sure because I haven’t looked inside, but I just felt like it would take about a week.


  「I see. You can come to me anytime if you need help」(Ells)


  「Yes. Thank you」(Sarasa)


  I bowed again to Ells-san who said so while smiling at me.


  


  After seeing off Ells-san, I continued weeding until I reached the door.


  I took out the key from my pocket, inserted it into the keyhole and twisted it.


  Clackー


  Unexpectedly, the door opened smoothly without rattling.


  I looked around the inside.


  「…..Hoo. It’s not as dirty as I expected」


  I thought it would be quite dusty, but the floor was unexpectedly clean.


  There were shelves lined up, so it seems this was the store space, but there was only a little dust here.


  「Hmm. This was an alchemist’s store, so I wonder if the previous owner made a『Cleaning』seal for this store」


  Normally, when you want to create an artifact, you have to put the object in an alchemy pot and forge it.


  Then, what if you want to make an artifact that doesn’t fit in an alchemy pot?


  In that case, you will be using the “seal” method.


  However, the procedure is more complicated than just using an alchemy pot.


  If you just want to make a simple artifact, you can make it by just writing a pattern with a special paint.
 But, to make a more complicated artifact, you have to embed multiple other artifacts in a specific place according to the seal.


  For example, if you want to turn a house into an artifact, you have to consider the location of the rooms, the corridor, the purpose of the rooms, the existence of windows or chimneys, ect, because these things are parts of the seal.


  And with this method, it’s even possible to turn the entire city into an artifact.


  However, other than it’s more complicated than using an alchemy pot, there are also major disadvantages in using the ‘seal’ method.


  First of all, it’s very inefficient.


  You will need more cost and higher alchemist skills to use this method.


  Moreover, it had to be regularly maintained and replenished with magical power.


  Therefore, it’s not a method that is commonly used nowadays.


  But on the other hand, it is still worth using in an alchemy store.


  「In Master’s store case, the core was on the wall of the workshop, but…」


  “Core” is the base point of the seal, and is the most important part.


  However, it’s only used when you want to replenish the magical power, so it’s usually installed in a place where it won’t get in the way yet easy to find.


  For now, I decided to search for the core while opening the windows to exchange the air.


  The counter was on the right-back of the store space, and behind the counter, there was a door.
 I walked toward the counter and opened the door, and there was a corridor extended straight to the back.


  On the right side of the corridor, there were windows facing outside.
 On the left side, there were four doors and a staircase leading up to the second floor.
 And there was a door at the end of the corridor.


  I opened the doors one by one and took a peek at all the five rooms.


  「This is… just a normal room. The other one is… the warehouse? There are shelves, so yeah. This one is the toilet. And this one is the workshop. The last room is… the kitchen, huh. Oh? Found the core~」


  There was a magic stone embedded in the outer wall of the kitchen under the staircase.


  At a glance, it looked like an ordinary stone. There was no mark or anything.
 But, the magical power was flowing from this stone to the entire building, and an alchemist like me can easily notice it.


  「Hmm. It almost empty」


  The magical power flowing out of the magic stone was extremely small, only enough to maintain the seal.


  I think it would be empty in another year, and the seal itself would stop working once it’s empty.


  「……For now, let’s replenish it」


  Not to brag, but if it comes to the amount of magical power, I’m confident I have a lot.


  Maybe this is one of the reasons why Master hired me to work part-time at her store five years ago.


  Sometimes, I also replenished the core in Master’s store, so I’m used to doing it.


  I touched the magic stone on the kitchen wall, and gently let the magical power flow, then the pattern of the seal appeared around the magic stone.


  「As I thought. It was『Cleaning』seal… Eh? Wait. There’s another seal… This is…『Crime Prevention』seal?」


  There was a practical lesson about this at school.
 They didn’t teach us about a large seal to use in a house like this though, but I still can read it a little.


  It seems this seal was made by a skilled alchemist.
 It was complicated, but I could know that the『Cleaning』was the main, and the『Crime Prevention』was the sub.


  Although there were some parts that I couldn’t read, there should be no problem with this seal, so I poured more and more magical power in it.
 But…


  「……..Uhh… This core has a lot of capacity…」


  After I poured about half of the total amount of my magical power, I released the magic stone and took a break.


  I’m shocked a little.
 I’m quite confident with the amount of my magical power.
 But even after I poured half of it, this core was still not full.


  Yes, I’m still a novice, but even Master was surprised by the amount of my magical power, you know!


  The capacity of this core is just ridiculous!


  「…..Oh well. The seal is still working fine even if it’s not full, so I’ll just add the rest little by little next time」


  As long as the function of the seal was restored, I don’t have to force myself to fill it up.


  If I used all my magical power, I wouldn’t have the energy to do the cleaning today.


  Since this will be my new home, I have to do my best cleaning this place!


  Today, at least I want to clean the bedroom and the kitchen.


  


  On the second floor, there were eight rooms, large and small, but all the rooms were empty.


  There was nothing in here.


  The only things remaining were the ones that couldn’t be moved, such as the built-in shelves.


  Normally, when people move to another city, they will leave some furniture behind, right?
 Because, you know, it’s troublesome to carry large furniture to the other city, so people normally give them to their neighbor or just leave it in the old house.


  I also left my drawer chest in the dormitory.
 It was a little expensive because I got it from Master’s acquaintance.
 I really liked it, but I left it because it was too big to carry.


  It would be sad if I disposed of it, so I just left it, hoping that the new student, who will use my dormitory room, will use it.


  …..Ah. Maybe there happened to be a newlywed in this village when the former owner was about to leave, so he gave the furniture in this house to them.


  There was a custom that when you got married and built a new house, you might get unused furniture and other things from neighbors.
 This custom existed because it would be financially difficult for a newlywed to get all things for their new house.


  「Come to think of it, the kitchen was also empty…」


  Before I replenished the core with my magical power, I took a peek into the kitchen.


  There were no tables, no chairs.


  The only exception was the alchemy workshop.


  This room was the only one that was untouched.
 It seems the previous owner didn’t bring anything when he moved.


  If I clean it a little, maybe I will be able to start working tomorrow.


  「Well, this is nice. The cleaning will be easy」


  The『Cleaning』seal in this house served to reduce the dust, dirt and other unclean things, also, to make cleaning the house much easier.


  However, this seal had weaknesses.


  First, the effect was very weak on the exterior such as, outer wall, windows, roof, ect.


  Because of that, it would be a little hard to clean, especially the parts that were exposed to rain and wind.


  Second, it was only effective for the building itself.


  The furniture could still get dirty with dust and dirt.


  That’s why, this house looked quite clean, because it had almost no furniture inside.


  「But, I don’t have a place to sleep or eat…」


  I have no choice but to buy the bed, table and the other stuff.
 But, I wonder if I can find a shop that sells furniture in this small village…


  Maybe I’ll just sleep on a blanket for a while.
 Well, it’s a lot better than camping outside since there was a roof and walls here.


  And for eating, I can just eat out or eat here while sitting on the floor.


  Because there were collectors in this village, there must be a cafeteria or something.


  For now, I decided to use the room on the south side, which was the most well sunlit, as my room.


  I put my luggage in that room and went down to the first floor again.


  I was really curious about the workshop room, but… I’m sure I would lose track of time once I entered the room, so I held myself from entering and went to the kitchen instead.


  「It’s not dirty, but… there’s no stove…」


  Normally, the ordinary households used a stove with firewood and charcoal as the heat source.


  But it seems that the previous owner didn’t use that kind of stove, instead, he used a stove with magical power as the heat source.
 Because, well, this is not an ordinary household, this is an alchemist’s house, you know?


  However, what remained here was only the base of the stove.


  「Hmm.. I wonder if I can craft a store artifact… I’m sure Master once said that it’s not that difficult. If it’s written in encyclopedia vol 3, maybe I can make it」


  Master’s store also sold stove artifacts, so I’ve seen it.


  It was expensive, so I want to try to make it by myself.


  Well, I won’t try it soon though.
 For now, I’ll just put it on hold.


  In case I couldn’t make the stove, I would just make a small campfire in the backyard and cook there.
 Or, I would buy a portable stove instead…


  「That door leads to the backyard, right? And the other one is…」


  There were two doors in the kitchen.
 One was the backyard, and the other one wasー


  「Oh, yes! Bathroom! As expected from an alchemist’s house!」


  There were some artifacts and potions that required your body to be clean when you made it.


  Therefore, there was usually a bathroom in an alchemist’s house. Normally, it was placed near the workshop.


  And of course, Master’s store also had a bathroom.
 I used it sometimes when I was working there.


  There were several in school, but I rarely could enter it because it was always packed.
 Even the aristocrats could only use it sometimes.


  That’s why I’m so happy that this house has one!


  Normally, the cost was high because I would need a large amount of water and firewood to use the bath.
 But, at Master’s store, the bathtub was an artifact, so there was no cost.


  And of course, I will make an artifact bath next time.
 Otherwise, I won’t be able to use it everyday.


  「Kuuuhhー! Somehow, I’m really motivated right now! The last to check is the backyard. Alright, let’s see」


  Next, I approached the other door that led to the backyard.


  But when I opened itー


   


  ーI saw a forest in front of me…..


  Nah, it’s not a forest. I’m just exaggerating XD


  There was supposed to be a herb field in the backyard, but what I saw was just a dense thicket.


  The plants were growing until it reached the back wall of the house, and even almost swallowed the rotten fence that surrounded the house.


  But fortunately, it didn’t reach the well because it was near the door.


  「I hope the well is still working」


  There was a lid closing the well to prevent dust from entering.
 But, there was no bucket, so I couldn’t draw the water to check.


  Hmmm… is this lid a kind of artifact? It wasn’t damaged at all.


  Artifacts were varied.
 This one was the type that made the original item more durable.


  Well, for other people, it would be cheaper to just repair it than to ask an alchemist to turn it into an artifact tho.
 But, since the previous owner is an alchemist, he did it himself.


  Ahh~ Being an alchemist is quite convenient. Really.


  Master also turned her favorite tableware as an artifact so it wouldn’t get dirty easily. If she dropped it, she could still use it to eat.


  I opened the lid and looked at the inside of the well.


  「Oh. There’s still water inside. Hmm. I have to buy a bucket for this」


   


  Alright. With this, the tour of my new home is over.


  For now, I need a bed, a table and chairs for my room.


  Tableware and cooking utensils for the kitchen… And a portable stove, maybe?


  Also, I need some miscellaneous goods including a futon and of course, a bucket for the well.


  Now… where to buy these items?


  Alright, let’s go ask Ells-san.


  
  Chapter 6 : Greeting The Neighbors Ⅰ


  「Excuse meー Ells-sanー」(Sarasa)


  「Yeーs, wait a minute.」(Ells)


  After I walked for about a minute to Ells-san’s house, I called her and waited for her to come out.


  「Do you need any help?」(Ells)


  「Ah, not that. I just want to ask. I need a bed, a table, chairs, and cooking utensils; where can I buy them?」(Sarasa)


  「You can ask for beds, chairs, and other furniture from the carpenter. Cooking utensils like pots are at the blacksmith. There are only a few people in this village who buy them, so it’s basically made-to-order. There is a general store, but they only sell items that are frequently bought. You have to order from the city if they don’t have items you want.」(Ells)


  I see. So that’s how it works in a small village.


  In the royal capital, we can buy everything, so something like this wouldn’t be a problem.
 Well, when I was there, I was just window shopping without buying anything though.
 Because I had to save my money, you know!


  「I see. Can you tell me where the shops are?」(Sarasa)


  「I can tell you, but…」(Ells)


  Ells-san though for a second and nodded.


  「It’ll be better if I guide you there. So, would you like to wait for a bit inside?」(Ells)


  「Eh? Are you sure?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course. Besides, it’s a small village, so you should make acquaintances here, and I can help you with that.」(Ells)


  「That will help me a lot! Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  I bowed down and thanked Ells-san, who smiled and made a pose that showed her reliability.


  「Leave it to me! And please, come in.」(Ells)


  After I entered Ells-san’s house and sat in the living room, she served me a cup of hot tea.


  I just remembered that I hadn’t drank any water since I arrived in this village.


  「Ahh~~~」(Sarasa)


  I enjoyed the hot tea while waiting for Ells-san to get ready.


  And after a while, Ells-san returned.


  「Alright, I’m ready! Let’s go!」(Ells)


  「Yes! I’m in your care. And thank you for the tea.」(Sarasa)


  After we left the house and walked for a while, we arrived at a house.


  There were timbers around the house, and there was a place like a workshop, but there was no signboard.


  Hmm. It must be the carpenter’s workshop. If Ells-san wasn’t with me, it would be awkward for me to call out to the person inside.


  「Geberg-jiisanー Are you thereー?」(Ells)


  After she called out, Ells-san immediately opened the door and went inside the house.


  Eh? Is that okay to just come in?


  I reluctantly followed her inside.


  「Ells, huh? What’s your business? Hm? Who’s the missy behind you? I’ve never seen her before.」(Geberg)


  The person who came out from the back was an old man.
 He was quite old, but for some reason, I didn’t feel that he was that old.
 Maybe because he moved vigorously?


  He had a sharp look and a harsh expression.
 Perhaps he was a “stubborn craftsman” type of person.
 For me, who wasn’t very good at communication, it would be scary if I had to talk with him alone.


  「This is Sarasa-chan. She just moved here today. You know what? She is an alchemist-sama!」(Ells)


  「Hooー! So she will be managing that old store? That’s awesome! And, could you be here to ask me to repair the store? 」(Geberg)


  「Ah, not that. I might ask you to next time, but today, I need furniture」(Sarasa)


  What I really want right now is a bed.


  If I’m camping, sleeping on the ground is cool, but it would be sad if I had to sleep on the floor at my own house…


  I also want a table and chairs, but considering the money I have right now, maybe next time.


  「Can you make me a bed, sir? As soon as possible if you can. As long as it’s sturdy enough for my body, I won’t complain about anything else.」(Sarasa)


  「Bed, huh. Indeed it will be troublesome if you don’t have one. Well, the price will beー」(Geberg)


  ーSlap!


  Suddenly, Ells-san hit Geberg-san’s back.


  「Oi, old man! A cute lady, moreover, an alchemist-sama took the trouble to move to this remote village for us! Just give her a bed or two to celebrate her move, will you!?」(Ells)


  「A, Ah. No, no. I’ll pay!」(Sarasa)


  「But Sarasa-chan, besides the fact that you’re still a novice, you came all the way to a countryside like this. I bet you don’t have enough money right now. Am I wrong?」(Ells)


  「U, Uhh… B, But stillー」(Sarasa)


  「Moreover, there’s no furniture at all in that house, right?」(Ells)


  「…..Ahh. If I’m not mistaken, all the furniture in that house was taken over by young Kirik when he set up a new house. Alright then, I’ll make the lady a bed for free.」(Geberg)


  「Ehh!? But… Are you sure, sir?」(Sarasa)


  「Ells was right. I’m not a man if I can’t give a lady, who was much younger than my own grandchild, a present to celebrate her move!」(Geberg)


  「Th, Thank you very much! Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  To be honest, I didn’t have enough money to use as capital for my store, so it was very very helpful.


  The old man who I thought was scary smiled at me.
 I bowed in gratitude to him.


  


  After we left Geberg-san’s house, Ells-san and I went to the blacksmith.


  However, due to budget constraints, I didn’t order anything, I only greeted the person.
 The blacksmith’s name was Jizdo-san.


  Next, we went to the general store.


  「The only store in this village is this general store. A married couple runs it, but they often go out purchasing items, so usually their daughter, Lorea, is the one who manages the store.」(Ells)


  The store building seemed to be about twice as large as the other houses.


  I think the living space will be about the same as the other houses, so that means… the size of the store space alone is about one house?


  Compared to this store, the size of my store including the living space was about the same as a normal house.


  Uhh… It’s not that we are competing, but I feel like I’m losing…


  「Excuse meー」(Ells)


  Unlike Geberg-san’s place, this store had a signboard.


  Like before, Ells-san entered immediately just like that.
 Now that I knew it was a store, I followed Ells-san inside without hesitation.


  「Welcome~」(girl)


  The one who welcomed us was a girl who was probably the same age as me or a year younger.


  She had a lively expression and also, her smile was cute!


  「Ah, Ells-san. Good afternoon! Is there something you want to buy?」(girl)


  「No, I’m not here for shopping. Today, I’m this girl’s guide」(Ells)


  「I’m Sarasa. I will be opening an alchemy store in this village. Nice to meet you」(Sarasa)


  「I, I’m Lorea. Nice to meet you too! ………Uwaa… A real city girl!」(Lorea)


  「Ci, City girl?」(Sarasa)


  City girl? Me?


  Compared to the other girls in the royal capital, I was a potato, you know?


  Since I was busy studying, I didn’t have time for shopping.
 Besides, I didn’t want to waste my savings on fashion.


  [*/ potato or imo (芋 / イモ) means a person who looks like a lame villager.]


  「Ah, but your outfit! Your gestures! They’re different from girls’ around here!」(Lorea)


  「Is… that so?」(Sarasa)


  Actually, I bought this outfit because my two senpais took me shopping.


  They were concerned about my usual lame outfit, so they took me to the shopping district sometimes.


  Considering my wallet’s condition, they took me to a second-hand clothes store and coordinated this outfit for me.
 They were really good senpais who care about their juniors.


  And for the gestures… Are there any differences?… How am I supposed to know…?


  「Because, you know? In this village, clothes are basically hand made, so it was like, “as long as you can wear it, it’s good enough.”」(Lorea)


  「Eh? But, Lorea-san’s outfit is cute in my opinion. It’s not even strange if you are wearing that in the royal capital, you know?」(Sarasa)


  Yes. Her outfit is cute. And I think she is more fashionable than me.


  You know? Even in the royal capital, there were a lot of people who were wearing clothes like “as long as it covered my body, it’s good enough”.
 Me for example.


  「Royal capital!? So you’re from the royal capital!? That’s super-urban! Sarasa-san, if you have some free time, please tell me your story next time!」(Lorea)


  「O, Okay」(Sarasa)


  After the “royal capital” words came out of my mouth, Lorea-san’s eyes immediately sparkled.


  Well, compared to this village, it’s indeed ‘super-urban’, but… is that even a thing that can make you yearn so much?


  Poor people are still poor even in the royal capital. Let alone wearing fancy clothes, they wore rags!
 There were many slums and not-so-pretty places in the royal capital.
 But… I don’t know if it’s okay to tell her about this.


  「Hey, Lorea, calm down. You’re still working, right? Sarasa-chan wants to buy something, so get back to work.」(Ells)


  「Ah, that’s right. Ahem! And, what do you need? I’ll give you discounts!…..within the reasonable range though…」(Lorea)


  「But… Are you sure?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes! I can’t give you too much, but you can consider it as an extra gift.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you! Then, I need a large basin, a futon, and some groceries.」(Sarasa)


  「You can choose the basin over there. The wooden one is cheaper.」(Lorea)


  As she said that, Lorea-san pointed at a pile of basins.


  There were two types of them.


  One was made by processing a metal plate, and the other was made of wood. Neither was bad, both were really well made.


  If Geberg-san and Jizdo-san were the ones who made these, it seems that I didn’t have to worry about the quality.


  「We don’t have mattresses, so it will be made-to-order but… Well, it actually will be made by the women in the neighborhood. We sell the materials, so you can make it yourself if you want.」(Lorea)


  I see. So in a village like this, basically you make everything by yourself.


  By the way, I can make a futon.
 When I entered the school and was about to move to the dormitory, I made it together with the orphanage caretaker.


  That was my only experience making a futon, but since I’m good at sewing, maybe I should make it myself?


  Why am I good at sewing?
 Well, because I always repair my clothes and my futon. Throwing them away would be a waste, right?


  「For groceriesーーit’s for a regular meal, right? Umm… we sell preserved foods, but it’s usually for the Collectors who camp outside. Other than that, we only sell grains. In this village, people usually buy food ingredients directly from the people who produce it. I can introduce them to you if you want.」(Lorea)


  Hooー Buying directly from the producers… it’s so village-ish!
 In the royal capital, we buy groceries at stores, so of course, we don’t even make contact with the producers.


  「But, why don’t you just sell them here?」(Sarasa)


  「Food ingredients won’t last long if we keep them in our store, and we didn’t know if they would sell out or not. Besides, you will get fresh ingredients from the producer, right?」(Lorea)


  「Ahh. I see.」(Sarasa)


  「Lorea, about introducing Sarasa-chan to the producers, I’ll do it. Sarasa-chan will live in this village, so it will be better if I’m the one who accompanies her around greeting people , right? 」(Ells)


  「Ah, you’re right.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you very much, Ells-san!」(Sarasa)


   


  After that, I looked around the store for a while.


  I bought a wooden basin, a cloth, a lot of cotton for the futon, and some miscellaneous goods such as tableware.


  However, it would be difficult to carry them all at once, so I left the things I bought in the general store, and would pick them up later.


  「Umm… is there anything I forgot to buy…?」(Sarasa)


  I tried to remember what items I needed.


  Umm…..


  Ah! I forgot the bucket for the well and the stove!


  「Lorea-san, do you have a well bucket and a portable stove?」(Sarasa)


  「Well bucket? A normal bucket plus a rope will do, right? Because, if you want one with a pulley, you have to order it from Geberg-jiisan」(Lorea)


  「Yes, that will be just fine」(Sarasa)


  For the time being, a bucket with a rope will be enough.


  However, I wanted to put a roof and pulley on the well in the future.
 And maybe I would make it into an artifact.
 Hmm… I have to think about it.


  However, I had to think about whether to put a roof with a pulley on the well, or just make an artifact to use the well.


  It would be more convenient if I used an artifact, but I wonder if I can craft it.


  I will definitely need it, because it would be a pain if I have to pour water into the bathtub every time I want to take a bath.
 But… I’d hate to buy an artifact from other alchemists. It would hurt my pride as an alchemist.
 I have to try to craft it myself first.


  「If you need a well bucket, that means there’s a well at Sarasa-san’s house?」(Lorea)


  「Yup, because water is needed in alchemy.」(Sarasa)


  The only people who owned a well in their house were rich people, people with large families, or people who use water frequently for their job.
 Generally, people in this village used the public well.


  Alchemy was a profession that used water frequently.
 Therefore, buildings that had an alchemy workshop inside usually also had a well.


  It would be awesome if I had an artifact that could automatically draw the water, but… it would be hard.


  Because the well was on the outside, there would be a risk of it being stolen if I left the house unoccupied.


  「And for the stove, unfortunately we don’t have any. If you want the type made from clay, you have to order it from another village, but if you want the metal one, you can visit Jizd-san’s place」(Lorea)


  「I see… Then, I’ll put it on hold for now.」(Sarasa)


  If I can’t get a stove soon, maybe I really should try to make the artifact stove.


  Well, it depends on the cost though.
 I have to prioritize the items that are more important than a stove first.


  「Alright, it should be all… Maybe?」(Sarasa)


  「If you forgot to buy something, come anytime! As long as you didn’t come at midnight, I’ll always be available!」(Lorea)


  Anytime!?
 Hooー that’s the countryside for you!


  In the royal capital, the store won’t serve you after it closes.


  「Thank you! I’ll be grateful if you can help me the next time I need it」(Sarasa)


  「Of course!」(Lorea)


  


  「Well then. Sarasa-chan, is there anywhere else you want to visit?」(Ells)


  Hmm… I still can’t cook today since I don’t have a stove or a pot, so there’s really no point in buying groceries now.
 I’ll ask Ells-san to introduce me to the farmers next time then.


  And since I can’t cook, the most important thing for me now is to get the meal!


  Yes. The dining hall!


  「Umm. Ells-san, this village has a dining hall, right? Can you guide me there?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, come to think of it, it’s almost lunch time. There’s only one dining hall in this village, but their menu is really good!」(Ells)


  「Oh, really!? Ah, Ells-san, how about we eat together? It’ll be my treat. Consider it as my thanks for guiding me around the village today」(Sarasa)


  I wanted to thank her by buying her lunch, but for some reason, Ells-san laughed and slapped my back several times.


  Un… It hurts….


  「Aha, ha, ha, ha! It’ll be lame if a young girl like you gives this adult woman a treat! I should be the one who treats you instead!」(Ells)


  「Eh!? But, you are already kind enough to guide me around the village, I feel bad if you even treat me to a meal…」(Sarasa)


  「A youngster like you doesn’t need to think about such things. Let this adult woman treat you to a meal, will you? Because, I’m a ‘generous’ woman! Aha, ha, ha!」(Ells)


  Ells-san was slapping her belly as she said that.


  Well, indeed, Ells-san is a fatー I mean a generous woman.


  [*/ in Japanese, ‘generous’ was written like this -> 太っ腹 (futoppara)
 太 means ‘fat’, and 腹 means ‘belly’
 But when combined, 太っ腹 means ‘generous’
 So, it was a pun only Japanese would know.]


  After that, she guided me to a building that was both an inn and a dining hall.


  The building was very large. There might be a lot of rooms here.


  When I entered, I saw several groups of people who seemed to be Collectors eating at the dining hall.


  Hooー There are a lot of Collectors here, but… most of them are in the Great Sea of Trees by now, right? I’m sure the total number will be several times larger than this.


  With this many Collectors in this village, maybe my business will go well?


  「Diral, you there? I came to eat」(Ells)


  「Oh? Ells? It’s rare for you to come in the middle of the day like this」(Diral)


  Responding to Ells-san’s voice, a woman, who was probably the same age as Ells-san, came out from the back with a smile on her face.


  She looked friendly, and… she looked as fat as Ells-san.


  「Oh, stop it, Diral! Your way of talking makes me look as if I only came at night to drink, you know!」(Ells)


  「Haha. Thanks to Ells, I earn a lot at night.」(Diral)


  「「Ahahaha!」」both


  While laughing, Ells-san and Diral-san were slapping each other’s backs.


  Hmmm… I wonder if that “slapping someone’s back” thing is the way women in this village communicate…


  It was pretty painful for me who has a small body…


  「So? You have business? You didn’t come to drink in the middle of the day like this, right? Or is it about the girl behind you?」(Diral)


  「Yup. You know what? This girl is an alchemist-sama! I came to introduce her and have lunch here.」(Ells)


  「M, My name is Sarasa. I’m opening an alchemy store in this village. Nice to meet you!」(Sarasa)


  Because Ells-san pushed me forward all of a sudden, I hurriedly greeted Diral-san and bowed my head.


  「Opening an alchemy store at such a young age!? Missy, you’re amazing! I’m the landlady of this inn, Diral. Please, eat here anytime!」(Diral)


  「Yes! Actually, I can’t cook yet because I don’t have a stove, so I think I’ll eat here regularly for a while」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh, I see, you just moved here today, eh? Alright! I’ll cook you a free meal to celebrate your move!」(Diral)


  「Really!? Thank you very muchowー!」


  Honestly, I’m happy she is giving me a free meal, but my back hurts after she slapped it.


  「Oh, Diral, you’re very kind. Thank you for the treat.」(Ells)


  「Huh? Ells, you’re paying for yours. I’m only making a free meal for this Missy!」(Diral)


  「Eehhhー You’re so stingy! Isn’t at a time like this you should be generous and treat me to a meal too?」(Ells)


  「E, Ells-san. Let me pay for your meal! I still want to thank you.」(Sarasa)


  「Look! You’re making this girl become so considerate!」(Ells)


  While presenting me, who made an “I feel bad” face, Ells-san grinned at Diral-san.


  「Tsk! Alright, alright. Yours will be free too」(Diral)


  「Eh…? But…」(Sarasa)


  I looked at the two with a slightly troubled face.


  Ells-san and Diral-san then looked at each other and laughed together.


  「Don’t worry about that. Ells and I are childhood friends, we’re always like this. Besides, I was always helped by Ells’ husband, so treating her to a meal or two is nothing」(Diral)


  「Haha. We’re always fooling around like this, you know?」(Ells)


  「Ahh, I see. Well, that’s good then!」(Sarasa)


  According to them, Ells-san’s husband is a hunter, and he always sells meat to this inn, and sometimes, he gave Diral-san extra meat.


  Because of their give-and-take relationship, arguing like that was just fooling around.


  But… Ummmm, I don’t understand!
 Maybe because I don’t have a close friend…?


  「Are there any ingredients you don’t like?」(Diral)


  「No. At least, I like all the food I’ve eaten so far.」(Sarasa)


  Because I didn’t grow up in an environment where I could eat anything I wanted, there’s no food I can’t eat.


  I’ve heard that in this world, extreme delicacies such as ridiculously smelly food, rotten food, insects, ect, exist.
 I said, “there’s no food I can’t eat”, but if I had to eat such things, I would definitely throw up before even smelling it.


  「It’ll be just fine then. Because I also serve the Collectors, I can only use common ingredients in the dishes I serve.」(Diral)


  Hm? Wait…
 She said, because I ‘also’ serve the collectors, I ‘can only use’ common ingredients…?


  Could it be…


  「I, is there any unusual local cuisine in this village?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, it’s not local cuisine but, in a countryside like this, sometimes people eat insects, hornworms, and even hairy caterpillars…」(Diral)


  Ugeee,! (Yuck!)


  I knew it!


  I would rather starve to death than eat caterpillars!


  「A, ha, ha ,ha! Don’t worry, I don’t serve such things here. Besides, it’s a delicacy that only some of the villagers enjoy」(Diral)


  「A, Ahh… I see」(Sarasa)


  I imagined if Diral-san said, “Actually, it was made of caterpillars.” After I ate her food, I might run outside, put my hands on a wall, and hoek~ the waterfall of ‘rainbow juice’ would come out of my mouth.


  But, fiuh~ I’m glad it won’t happen.


  「But you serve ‘those pickles’, right?」(Ells)


  「’Those pickles’, huh? Yeah, but only if the customer orders it」(Diral)


  「Hm…?」(Sarasa)


  After I asked, Diral-san explained that the “pickles” Ells-san said were special pickles.
 Unlike ordinary pickles, this one was made by soaking it in barrels for a long period of time, usually a year or more.


  Actually, the pickles were made as an emergency food when the harvest was poor.


  The taste was a little tough even for people in this village.
 If people from outside wanted to try it, they had to soak it in water for a while before they ate it. Otherwise, they wouldn’t be able to stand the sourness.


  However, there were some people who were addicted to its strong sourness and smell.
 They usually enjoyed it without soaking it in water.


  「Well, I don’t recommend it. Even for me, the taste was tough」(Ells)


  「I, I see…」(Sarasa)


  Even Ells-san can’t stand it?
 Then, it would be absolutely impossible for me.


  「I also don’t recommend it. But~ I’ll bring this inn’s recommended menu! Please wait a moment!」(Diral)


  After saying that, Diral-san went back to the kitchen, and then Ells-san and I sat at an empty table.


  After waiting for a while, Diral-san came back with the meals for Ells-san and me.


  「For the lunch menu, I usually serve this dish. Today is my treat, but the price is 40 reas. If you like it, please come again and order it next time」(Diral)


  「Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  What was lined on the table were two pieces of bread, a soup with plenty of vegetables, and the main dish, which was made by stir frying shredded meat and beans together.


  A good smell drifted from the food.


  I tried it and….. Mmhh! Delicious!


  I’ve only been eating salty dried meat and hard bread during the long trip, so I’m happy to be able to eat something delicious again.


  「You seem to like it.」(Ells)


  「Yes! It’s delicious!」(Sarasa)


  「Haha! I’m glad to hear it! Please take your time and enjoy!」(Diral)


  After slapping my back again while laughing, Diral-san returned to work.


  Umm. She’s a good person, but I hope she stops slapping my back…


  I’m just a fragile girl who did nothing but study, you know?


  「Forgive her, Sarasa-chan. There’s no fragile girl like you in this village, so she doesn’t know how to treat you except, well, slapping your back like she always does.」(Ells)


  Eh? How did Ells-san know what I was thinking?
 Was it shown on my face?


  「A, Ahh, no , it’s fine. Diral-san is a good person… By the way, Ells-san, do you often come here?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. But rarely during the day. I only come during the day if I feel lonely at home, because I’m usually alone when my husband goes hunting」(Ells)


  「Umm. Do you mind if I ask about your children?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I have two daughters and a son. My daughters are married and live with their husbands. My son doesn’t want to succeed his father’s job as a hunter, so he left the village to become a merchant…」(Ells)


  「…I see…..」(Sarasa)


  Awawa! What should I say at a time like this?


  Umm, ummm….


  Uhh! I don’t know! I have so little experience in life!


  「Ah, Sarasa-chan, you don’t need to mind it. I’m doing fine! And sometimes, my son comes to this village for business. Knowing that my children are okay, is enough for me.」(Ells)


  It seems she’s just fine.


  She was looking into the distance when she told me about her children, so I thought her children had left her for good.
 I’m glad that’s not the case.


  「It’s a small village so we already visited most of the places, but… after we finish eating, I’ll introduce you to the village mayor.」(Ells)


  「Ah! That’s right! Visiting the mayor is important! I forgot because we don’t do that in the royal capital…」(Sarasa)


  「Ahaha! Of course! The ‘mayor’ of the royal capital is the king. You can’t visit the most important person in the country just to say hello.」(Ells)


  「Haha. You’re right」(Sarasa)


  I completely forgot about this, because when you move to the royal capital, you only say hello to your neighbors.


  There’s no royal law prohibiting people from moving from town to town.


  However, in a small village like this, it would be rude if a newcomer didn’t visit the mayor to say hello.


  Thank you, Ells-san!


  If Ells-san wasn’t with me, I might never have visited the mayor.


  
  Chapter 7 : Greeting The Neighbors Ⅱ


  After eating lunch, we took a break for a moment.


  I would like to relax more, but after this I had to visit the village mayor, so I couldn’t be here for too long.


  Besides, I also wanted to clean the house a little before the sun goes down.


  「Diral-san, thanks for the meal.」(Sarasa)


  「Ou. I hope you liked it. Ah, before you goー」(Diral)


  Diral-san stopped me from leaving the cafeteria, and she entered the kitchen.
 She then returned with a pot and a bag in her hands.


  「You can have this. You haven’t cleaned your house up yet, right?」(Diral)


  「But…」(Sarasa)


  「Nah, don’t be hesitant. Here.」(Diral)


  When I looked at Ells-san, she nodded as if saying “just take it”, so I just gratefully took it.


  「Thank you very much.」(Sarasa)


  「A, ha, ha. We need help from each other to live in the countryside like this. By the way, we sell that bread in the morning. If you like my bread and don’t wanna take the trouble to bake some yourself, come and buy it next time.」(Diral)


  「Yes, I will.」(Sarasa)


  What was inside the pot was the soup and inside the bag was bread.


  I know how to bake bread, and I’ve done it before.
 However, I was just helping at the orphanage that time.
 When I entered the school, I stopped baking bread because they served meals for students in the dormitory.


  Honestly, I don’t think I can make bread as delicious as Diral-san’s bread, so I guess I’ll come to buy it often.


  「Well, even if you don’t like it, the only other bread you can buy in this village is the hard-baked bread from the general store. Lazy people who don’t wanna bake bread by themselves usually buy it here.」(Diral)


  「Lazy people, you say? Even though sometimes you rushed to the kitchen while saying, “Oh no! I forgot to prepare the food!”? Look who’s lazy now.」(Ells)


  After Ells-san said that, she sent her palm flying at a high speed to Diral-san’s back and made an explosive sound.


  Uhh… so slapping backs is normal in this village?
 I should train my body…


  「Well then, let’s go now, Sarasa-chan. You’re still busy with your house today, right?」(Ells)


  「Ah, yes. Well, thank you Diral-san!」(Sarasa)


  「You’re welcome!」(Diral)


  I thanked Diral-san once again and left the cafeteria.


  Next, would be the village mayor’s house.
 But before we went there, I asked Ells-san to wait for me, and hurriedly walked back to my house.


  Visiting the mayor with a pot of soup is kinda off, right?


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「By the way, what kind of person is the village mayor?」(Sarasa)


  If he was a difficult person, he might become a tough enemy for me, who had little EXP in socializing skills.


  「Well, he is just a hobbling old man. He is quite old.」(Ells)


  「…..Is he a ‘grumpy old man’ type?」(Sarasa)


  「Huh? Aah, haha! Don’t worry, he is just a laid-back old man.」(Ells)


  「Is that so!?」(Sarasa)


  Fiuh~ I’m glad he’s not a strong enemy.
 Sarasa-chan wins~!


  I was a little desperate when I came to this village, but now I don’t think this village is that bad.


  Everyone was kind to me, even though I’m not good at speaking. Well, it’s thanks to Ells-san introducing me though.


  Now that I know this village is a good place to live in, the most important thing for me now is to think about how to live comfortably here!


  「Look. The village mayor’s house is that one over there.」(Ells)


  Ells-san pointed her finger at an ordinary house.
 It was neither particularly large nor luxurious compared to other houses.


  The location was near the center of the village, but if Ells-san didn’t tell me, I would never have known it was the village mayor’s house.


  「In this village’s case, the mayor’s job is only collecting taxes, so I don’t think Sarasa-chan will meet him often.」(Ells)


  「I see.」(Sarasa)


  The village mayor’s job differs in each village, but the job ordered by the country is the sameー collecting the village tax and handing it over to the tax collector.


  Taxes were not limited to money, but depending on the industrial structure of the village, it might be agricultural products, animal products, or village specialty products.
 Therefore, to save the tax collectors’ some trouble, the government entrusted it to the village mayor first.


  However, the merchants would be treated differently.
 The amount of the tax for the merchants would be determined by the scale of the business and the population of the village where the store was located, and it would be paid once a year at a fixed amount.


  For us alchemists, it was basically the same as the merchants. In our case however, it would be more detailed because we had to calculate the tax according to our sales.
 It was basically a self-report.
 Because of that, we could cheat by making a false report of our sales.
 But, well, false reporting is a crime, and considering the small merit from doing that and the cheap tax rate, there were only a few people who even wanted to cheat.


  Also, there were people who were like, “It’s a pain in the butt to record the sales every time. The country can increase my tax, I don’t care, I just want an easy life.”


  「Well, he is a fragile old man who might die soon, but he is still the village’s mayor, so he is widely known. He might be useful for you in the future if you greet to him now.」(Ells)


  「O, Okay…」(Sarasa)


  Is it okay to treat the village mayor like that…?


  「Oi oi, Ells. That’s so mean.」(village mayor)


  When we were talking like that in front of the village mayor’s house, an old man came out from the back of the house and said so.


  Is this old man the village mayor?


  「Oh, old man, did you hear us?」(Ells)


  I think it’s a bad idea to ask him that, though…


  「Where’s the cute Ells-chan from so many years ago gone? I can’t believe she’s become a rude woman like this…」(village mayor)


  「Don’t put “-chan” on my name! More importantly, this girl is an alchemist who moved to that old store.」(Ells)


  「M-my name is Sarasa, an alchemist. Nice to meet you. I will be living in this village from now on, so I will be in your care.」(Sarasa)


  A little panicked, I bowed to the village mayor and introduced myself.


  「Ho ho ho. Please don’t bow to me like that. Alchemists are suuuper elites, right? Thank you for coming to this village.」(village mayor)


  「Ah, but still, we have to be polite to our elders, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Ho ho ho. But really, it will help our village a lot foran alchemist to live here. I’ll help you with anything you need, so feel free to come anytime.」(village mayor)


  「Yes. Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  But what the village mayor said was true.


  In a small village without a doctor like this, the existence of an alchemist is very much a matter of life and death.


  Even a fledgling alchemist can definitely make potions and has medical knowledge.


  Sometimes a talented alchemist can even surpass a doctor in medical terms.
 But if you became arrogant, you would be ostracized from the place you lived, so I’ll be as humble as I can.


   


  After that the three of us talked for a while about things I should know to live in this village.


  「Thank you very much. But, umm… it’s time for me to go. I still have to clean up my house. So, if you will excuse me…」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… I see.」(village mayor)


  It seems the mayor still wanted to chit chat.
 Is he a person with a lot of free time?
 Ells-san said he had no job other than collecting taxes, so maybe he is.


  


  From the village mayor’s house, Ells-san and I returned to the general store to pick up my things, and then returned home.


  I separated from Ells-san in front of my house, then I entered the house and put the things I bought in the corner of my room.


  「Alright! I have a lot to do. Let’s quickly get it done!」


  First, the laundry.


  I moved to the bathroom and threw the laundry that had accumulated during a month of travel, into the new basin I just bought.


  I bought a bucket to draw water from the well, but it was kinda troublesome now, so I used magic to produce the water.


  ……Yeah, actually, I might be able to manage almost everything without using the well.


  The difference isー if I drew water using a bucket from the well, my stamina would be consumed. And if I used water magic, my magic power would be consumed.
 Since I have a lot of magic power, the latter is easier.


  Then, why did you buy a bucket, you ask?
 Well, don’t you think a well MUST have a bucket?


  Nah, kidding.
 The real reason isー for growing herbs, making potions, as well as crafting things using alchemy, it’s better to use ordinary water than magical water.
 So, yeah, I need a bucket.


  「Hmm… where can I dry the laundry? I can’t use the front or back yards yet…」


  The backyard is a jungle, and hanging the laundry in the front is kinda awkward…


  「Guess I have to use magic for this too…」


  Actually, I wanted to dry it in the sun because it was easier, but let’s do it with magic for now.


  I squeezed the washed clothes tightly, spread them neatly, and then dried them with magic.


  Because it didn’t automatically remove wrinkles, I had to be careful and spread them properly before drying them.


   


  After the laundry, next would be cleaning the house.


  Thanks to the『Cleaning』seal, it wasn’t that dirty, but there was still a little bit of dust here and there.


  I opened all the windows in the house and chanted the elementary wind magic,『Breeze』, a.k.a『Dusting Magic』.


  This is the beginner wind magic you have to learn before learning other wind spells, but it’s actually quite difficult.


  Originally, it should be easy, because all you have to do is to make a little wind.
 It’s elementary magic after all.
 But still, in reality, it’s kind of difficult.


  As the other name implies, in order to use it for dusting, a high degree of magic control is required.
 If you made it too strong, it would blow away your stuff, so you had to control the wind and limit it to moderate strength so that it blew only the dust.


  Because of that, this magic was ideal for practicing magic control.
 When I was living in the dormitory, the students would use this magic to clean up the dormitory while practicing.
 I remember that every year, there would be papers and sheets blown away from the new students’ rooms through the dormitory windows.
 Ahh~ How nostalgic.


  Actually, what an alchemist needs is not strong magical power, but the ability to control it.
 If you can’t even control your magical power, you pretty much can’t graduate from school.


  In general, people always recognized that a magician ≠ an alchemist, but in fact, an alchemist could also be a magician.


  Because an alchemist only needs the ability to control magical power, even people with a little magical power can be an alchemist.
 In other words, alchemists can also be magicians, but not all of them will be strong ones.


  Fortunately, I have a lot of magical power, so actually I can also be a magician, but… I’ve never practiced magic with that in mind.


  For me, instead of becoming a magician, becoming an alchemist is safer and more profitable.


  The magic that I practiced was only magic that is useful for everyday life such as『Breeze』to clean dust.
 It was very helpful when I was cleaning my dormitory room back then, but I also had to be careful not to blow my papers away.


  But now, there are no papers, no sheets, nothing, so I didn’t have to control the wind that much.


  「Hmm. Maybe this is clean enough.」


  As far as I could see, the dust had disappeared.


  It would be better to mop the whole house, but… nah, let’s just leave it to the『Cleaning』seal.


  「Maybe I’ll only seriously clean the room where I’ll be sleeping today.」


  Because I didn’t have a bed and mattress yet, I would be sleeping on the floor with a cloak and a blanket tonight, so I wanted the floor to be completely clean.


  「Alright, I need water and… Uhh, I don’t have a mop.」


  I could use the cloth I bought to make a futon, but… No, I don’t want it to get dirty.


  I opened my backpack, looking for something I can use…


  「Hmm… I can still wear this. This… yeah, I can still use it… Then… maybe I can use this?」


  I took out a dress that was already a little too tight for me to wear.


  Normally, you sell such clothes to second-hand clothes stores, or use the cloth to make other things.
 If the fabric was worn out, you can just use it as a rag.


  But… I have memories with this dress.


  I got this dress when I was about to move to the dormitory from the orphanage.


  That time, the orphanage director, who sent me to the school, said to me, “Your clothes are a little shabby for an important day like this. Why don’t you wear some better clothes?”


  The director knew that I had received money from the scholarship, so she thought that I might have a lot more clothes than just the one I always wore in the orphanage.


  However, I didn’t have many clothes because I had no intention of buying anything other than essentials.
 And I was actually wearing the best clothes I had that time. Still, the director said it was shabby.


  But the director was right. It would be awkward if I wore shabby clothes on my first day at school, so I asked the director to go shopping with me, and we hurriedly went to the clothes store.


  She chose a dress that was a little big for me, because I would grow fast at this age.
 And that dress was the one I’m holding right now.


  「I was still wearing this dress just a little while ago… To use this as a mop is just…」


  No no no. Sarasa, it’s too small for you now! No point in keeping it!
 It’s the dress you bought when you were 10 years old, you know!
 Besides, it’s a little worn out, so you can’t wear it outside.


  But… I can still wear it as sleepwear….. Nah, never mind.
 Yes, you’re right, me. It’s too small for me now, because I’m growing properly!


  Wait… even though it’s a little tight, why can I still wear clothes that I bought when I was still a child…?


  I’m… growing properly, right?…. right!?


  I’m sure my body is the body of an average girl my age!


  ーーSpeaking of which, I didn’t ask Lorea-san her age but… I wonder how old she is?


  Compared to her, I feel like I have a little slower growth than her… Just a little! A little!


  「I wonder if there’s an alchemy drug for growth…」


  While thinking about silly things like that, I decided to cut my old dress to the appropriate size, moisten it with water, and then wipe the walls and floors.


  Thanks to the『Cleaning』seal, I could finish it quickly.
 Even so, the sun was quite low by the time I finished cleaning up my room.


  After that I ate the meal Diral-san gave me for dinner, and then I decided to sleep early.


  I wrapped my body up with a blanket and closed my eyes.


  With this, my first day at my new home was over.


  


  「Ummhhh~~! Ahh~ It’s been a long time since I slept this well!」


  -The next morning-
 I woke up and stretched out, then relaxed for a minute.


  Because I slept soundly for the first time in a long while, I felt quite refreshed.


  Well, sleeping on the floor made me a little sore, but unlike during the trip, just being able to sleep comfortably is quite healing.


  Ahh~ the sunlight coming in through the windows feels good~


  「Still… this room looks… somewhat gloomy.」


  This was the largest room on the second floor.
 It was twice as large as the dormitory room where I’ve lived so far.


  Moreover, since there was no furniture in this room, it felt really big.


  It had two windows so it was bright in here, but still, for me, who was sleeping wrapped in a blanket in the corner of the room, looking at the entire room…
 …it feels like… yeah… somewhat glooーーNo, no. If I already have furniture, I can arrange this room to be more cheerful.
 Since I bought this house, I will make it comfortable for me to live in!


  When I was in the orphanage, the room was a shared room, and when I was in the dormitory, I didn’t have time to arrange my room.


  But now, I can arrange this house as I like!
 Well, as long as my wallet allows me to do it though…


   


  「Alright. Today is finally the time to check the workshop! Mufufufu~」


  Yesterday, I held myself back from entering the room.


  But today, I will finally enter the room, the workshop, my own workshop!


  Having your own workshop is a wonderful thing for an alchemist.


  Mufufufu, fufufu~


  I unintentionally chuckled.


  I quickly ate the remaining meal that Diral-san gave me for breakfast.
 After that, I walked down the stairs to the first floor, and stood in front of the door to the workshop.


  「Here we go!」


  I opened the door, stepped inside and turned on the light.


  「ーーHooooo~~~ From now on, in this workshop, I can do this… and do that… Kh, Khu fu, fu fu fu fuー」


  Oops.
 I unintentionally made a voice like a villainess.


  But it can’t be helped!
 This workshop is amazing!


  First of all, there’s an alchemy pot!


  This is the most important tool in alchemy.
 Without this, most alchemy techniques cannot be done.


  I thought that the previous owner might have brought it with him, but thank you for leaving it here!
 And this alchemy pot was really big… Big enough for me to fit inside.


  By the way, there was an alchemy pot in the alchemy set that Master gave me, but it was only as big as an ordinary cooking pot.
 So now you know how amazing this super big pot is, right?


  Next is the glass furnace.


  Its main use is to make bottles for potions.
 You might be thinking, “so it’s just to make bottles, huh?”
 Well, yes, but it’s quite important, you know?


  Depending on the type of the potion you want to make, it’s necessary to adjust the glass used for the bottle.
 Therefore, it would be quite troublesome if you want to purchase the bottle from another place.
 Normally, you make it yourself.


  There were still many other small tools and various materials in this room.
 Compared to the other rooms, this workshop room was just too luxurious.
 But…. it’s weird that only the workshop had a lot of things while the other rooms were empty.


  It wasn’t as great as Master’s workshop, but it was just too luxurious for a novice alchemist who just graduated from school like me.
 Thinking about the value of all the stuff in this workshop, I felt dizzy.
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  「This house was only 10,000 reas though…」


  With that money, you can’t even buy one alchemy pot, obviously.


  By only selling some of the remaining materials here,never mind the alchemy pot, you can easily exceed 10,000 reas.


  「Buying this house with only that much money was a really really great deal actually… Maybe I was really lucky to have this house…?」


  When I saw its appearance for the first time, I was very disappointed, but now I think I’m very lucky to have this house.


  Maybe the previous owner was quite a high-ranking alchemist?


  Ells-san said it was an old man, but I wonder what kind of person he was.


  If he really was an alchemist, there’s no way he didn’t know the value of this workshop.


  ….. Wait, could it be… actually this house is a stigmatized property with a scary history…?


  Even in the royal capital, a property could become insanely cheap if it became the scene of a terrible incident and was possessed by a vengeful ghost or something.


  Then… this house is… No no no, wait waaait!
 If that was really the case, then Ells-san’s attitude yesterday wouldn’t be as if nothing had happened in this house.


  Moreover, the school was the mediator to sell this house.
 So, it shouldn’t be a strange property with a strange story.


  Well… I hope it’s not…


  No, no! I’m sure it’s not!
 Or else I can’t live here in peace!


  「…..Let’s forget about this kinda thing for now. More importantly, the cleaning!」


  I quickly clean the room starting from the alchemy pot, glass furnace and the other stuff.


  After I finished cleaning, I looked around the workshop.
 There was a bookshelf in the corner of the workshop.


  「Ah, that’s right!」


  That bookshelf made me remember something as if it said, “Hey Sarasa, why don’t you line up your Encyclopedia of Alchemy on me?”


  Yes, Bookshelf-san, you’re right! Please wait a minute!


  I immediately brought my backpack from my room on the second floor to the workshop, and then put all the encyclopedias on the bookshelf one by one.


  I also neatly put the alchemy tools that Master gave me on the workshop table.
 These tools were not cheap tools like those used at school, so they looked beautiful just by arranging them.


  「Khu fu fu fu fu! This is exactly how an alchemist’s workshop should be! This is WON・DER・FUL~! 」


  Hey, you there! Yes, you! The one who’s reading this and calling me a weirdo!
 I’m not a weirdo!


  Having your own store and workshop is one of the greatest goals for an alchemist!
 So it can’t be helped if I’m this happy, okay!?


  Actually, I’m so ecstatic right now that I want to laugh loudly instead of just “fufufu”, you know!?


  「Fu fu fu~ I wonder what should I craft first~」


  I walked around the workshop with light steps, picking up the tools one by one, and lined them up.


  I really wanted to use them immediately.
 It was like when you just bought new clothes, you wanted to immediately wear them, right?
 Well, I rarely bought clothes though.


  「Hmm… What should I make for the first time here? Making a simple potion is just… meh… Oh! That’s right! I know what I should make! It’s perfect for my current situation.」


  I ran back to my room and brought the cloth I bought from the general store yesterday, then put it in the alchemy pot.


  Actually, to make a thick futon, the cloth I bought was big, but it fit no problem in this big alchemy pot.
 A normal alchemy pot surely couldn’t be used for this.


  「Alright. Next is…」


  I tried to remember the last time I made one.


  I put water and some materials in the alchemy pot to make the chemical solution, then I put a fire to the magic furnace below the pot while stirring it.


  Even though I said “fire”, it wasn’t that I actually ignited firewood in the furnace, but I just poured my magical power into the magic furnace to heat the pot.
 But because the size of the alchemy pot was large, it consumed quite a lot of magical power.


  「…..Maybe this is why big alchemy pots are not commonly used.」


  Even I, who had a lot of magical power, was a little tired.


  In this case, maybe about half of the alchemists in this world wouldn’t be able to use a pot this big, because you had to continuously pour your magical power into both the ‘big’ magic furnace and the ‘big’ alchemy pot.


  After stirring for about 30 minutes, I stopped pouring magical power, and then lowered… the alchemy… pot… from above………. Wait… I have to lower this!?


  「Gunununu…! Ughh… it’s too heavy…」


  Well, it’s natural that the weight of a big metal pot filled with a lot of water would exceed several hundred kilograms.


  Uhh… What should I do…?


  
  Chapter 8 : Let’s Make A Futon!


  「Can’t be helped. I’m not good at this, but…」


  I slowly adjusted my breathing and let my magical power circulate throughout my body.
 In that state, I prepared myself and then lifted the kettleー


  「Hnnggununu！！！」


  Woops. I made an ungirly noise.


  I walked slowly to the sink carrying the big alchemy pot, and then poured the water out until it was empty.


  「Fuuhhh~~~」


  As I exhaled, I canceled the muscle strengthening.
 I only used it for a short time, but I was quite tired.


  Well, it can’t be helped.
 I’m not very good at physical strengthening-type of magic.


  If I only use it for increasing my muscle strength a little, I won’t get this tired.
 But it’s a several hundred kilogram pot!
 It required a fairly high level of magic control.


  Master said, “It’s also useful for self-defense, so learn it!”
 I had no problem using it in a short fight, but of course, I couldn’t beat Master.


  Because muscle strength is also required to prepare some alchemy materials, I think I’ll have a lot of trouble in the future if I don’t get used to it.


  「Maybe I’ll eventually get used to it as I’m doing this kinda work. Anyway, I have to take care of this first.」


  I took out the cloth and washed it.


  The brownish color of the cloth gradually turned into a beautiful sky blue as I washed the cloth to remove the remaining chemicals.


  「Un! Nice color! Just as I expected!」


  What I did was just a simple dyeingー nah, kidding. Of course not.
 I’m an alchemist not a dyehouse lady.


  This cloth was actually turned into an artifact called an ‘environment adjusting cloth’.
 It could adjust its surroundings’ temperature and humidity to make people who used it comfortable.
 You will be guaranteed a good night’s sleep with this!


  By the way, the color is my preference.


  Normally, the color of the environment adjusting cloth was brown.
 It will cost you more if you want to add the color.
 But since I will use it myself, it not only needs to function, but I also want it to be more colorful.


  After washing it, next would be drying it under the sun.


  If I hung my clothes in front of the store, it would be kinda awkward, but this is just a cloth, so I think it’s fine.
 Moreover, the color was beautiful, so there would be no problem.


  I squeezed the cloth, put it in the wooden basin and moved it to the front.


  I tied a string between two trees and hung the cloth there.


  「Yosh! Un, Un! What a beautiful cloth.」


  The beautiful sky blue cloth fluttered by the wind.
 This is nice!


  The weather was good today, so it might be dry in a few hours.


  When I was nodding because I was happy to be able to dye it my favorite color more beautifully than I expected, I heard the rattling sound of a cart from the road.


  「Hooー That’s a pretty cloth.」(Geberg)


  「Ah, Geberg-san」(Sarasa)


  I looked at the street and found Geberg-san who was pulling a cart.


  On that cart were pieces of woods that looked like a bed.


  「Is that… my bed?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup. I finished it so I brought it here」(Geberg)


  「But the shape is…」(Sarasa)


  「I didn’t assemble it so that I could bring it here easier. So, where should I put it?」(Geberg)


  「Ah, I see! My room is on the second floor.」(Sarasa)


  I guided Geberg-san, who was carrying a big board, to my room on the second floor.


  After I showed him the place where I wanted the bed to be placed, Geberg-san carried the other parts up and quickly assembled it in a few minutes without my help.


  I tried sitting down on the finished bed.
 It was very firm. Not rattling at all.


  「It’s a normal bed, so I think it will be just fine, but if you find something wrong with it, come to my place.」(Geberg)


  「Thank you very much! But even though you made it in a hurry, this quality is great! You can even sell something like this in the royal capital, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Even though I made it quickly, I didn’t make it haphazardly, you know? And actually, I have a bonus for you.」(Geberg)


  We went down the stairs to the store space.
 And then Geberg-san brought a chair from his cart to the store space.


  「You can’t run a store without a chair, right?」(Geberg)


  It was a simple chair without a backrest (a stool), but it will surely help me a lot since I didn’t have a single chair.


  I’m really grateful, but…


  「Geberg-san, are you sure?」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t mind. It’s just a simple chair after all. Children shouldn’t be hesitant towards elders.」(Geberg)


  「Thank you very much, Geberg-san!」(Sarasa)


  Geberg-san waved his hand lightly and went home.


  Although he said it was simple items, the bed and the chair were carefully chamfered and filed.
 The material used was also a solid wood with a smooth surface that was gentle to the touch.
 The oil that was applied to the wood was clear and bright.


  Even though I just met him yesterday, he made these for me wholeheartedly.
 They were just simple items, but I could feel gentle warmth in these items.


  「Geberg-san… He’s a real pro! I have to learn from him!」(Sarasa)


  Kuuuuuu~~~
 Suddenly, my stomach made a protesting sound because I had ignored it even though it was already noon.


  「Aa. I forgot to have lunch. I’ve been engrossed in making the cloth since morning… 」(Sarasa)


  I was happy with my new workshop until I forgot about time.


  I want to go to Diral-san’s place to eat. I also want to return her pot I borrowed yesterday.
 But…


  「Will the cloth be okay if I leave it like that…?」(Sarasa)


  The people I met were good people, but there were not many houses around here.


  Although it looked like a normal sky blue cloth, actually it was an environment adjusting cloth.
 It was quite an expensive item, so I was a little worried to leave it alone.


  「Uumm, what should I do? Should I just take it down? Hmm.. but it’s not dry yet…」(Sarasa)


  When I was wondering what I should do, I heard a voice calling from the front door.


  「Sarasa-san~ Are you there~?」(Lorea)


  When I went outside, there was Lorea-san.


  「Ah, Lorea-san! Good afternoon」(Sarasa)


  「Good afternoon, Sarasa-san. Umm, you just moved here, so I was wondering if there’s something I can do to help.」(Lorea)


  「Really!? Yes, there is!」(Sarasa)


  A helpful security guard came just at the right time!


  Ahh~ the kindness of humanity really touched my heart.
 Lorea, who I just met yesterday, came to help.
 What a nice person!


  「Lorea-san, have you had lunch?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, come to think of it, I haven’t. As soon as my mom came back, I immediately came here.」(Lorea)


  Said Lorea-san, a little embarrassed.


  「If that’s the case, can you watch this for a moment? I’ll go buy food for both of us」(Sarasa)


  I pointed at the cloth as I said that.


  Lorea-san nodded, but then tilted her head.


  「I don’t mind, but… is this the cloth you bought from my store yesterday?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. I dyed it a little. What do you think? I think it’s a pretty good color.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes! It’s so beautiful! So Sarasa-san can also dye?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san asked me with a dazzling smile, but I answered her with a bitter smile.


  「Ahaha. No, I used alchemy. Well then, I’ll go buy our lunch, so please wait here for a moment.」(Sarasa)


  I rushed to the cafeteria with the pot I borrowed from Diral-san.


  


  I bought two takeaway lunches from the dining hall and went home.


  When I was home, Lorea was sitting at the front door, waiting for me.


  「Aaー I’m sorry, Lorea-san. I should have let you wait inside」(Sarasa)


  「No, it’s okay. Besides, the weather is nice today」(Lorea)


  「I see. Well then, let’s have lunch. Ah. Since the weather is nice, how about we eat here?」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san nodded and showed me a bright smile.


  I came inside to take a mat and spread it in front of the entrance.
 After that, I went to the back of the store to draw water from the well, and poured it into the cups I just bought yesterday.


  Properly buying a cup and tableware in case there will be a visitor, good job, me!
 Well, the drink is just water though.


  「Sorry it’s just water. I don’t have tea yet…」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, no, it’s okay. We also only serve water at my house. Besides, the water in this village is delicious. There’s a well in this house, right? Because I always use the public well, it’s kind of troublesome to fetch water.」(Lorea)


  「Well, it’s because alchemy requires water. So, normally, everyone uses the public well?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. In this village, the only places that have a well are the inn, blacksmith, and a few others」(Lorea)


  It seems that the water itself was abundant since there was the Great Sea of Trees next to this village, but it seems that people didn’t dig a well for their house because it was costly.


  Besides, the water in the public well should never run out, so there was no need to increase the number of wells.


  「I see. How about tea? People often drink tea here?」(Sarasa)


  「It depends on your preference and finances. In this village, we often drink ‘suya’ tea that is made from leaves of suya tree which you can find in the nearby forest. But, if you don’t like it, you have no choice but to buy another tea」(Lorea)


  「Suya tea… Maybe the tea Ells-san served me yesterday was that tea. How about you, do you like it?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, I don’t hate it, but my mom doesn’t seem to like it.」(Lorea)


  「I see.」(Sarasa)


  “The food on the table reflects the preferences of the person who prepared it”, huh.
 I wondered if Ells-san liked the tea, so she served me that.


  By the way, I basically drink plain hot water.
 Well, because in the royal capital, tea was something to buy, and the price wasn’t cheap.
 Tea was also a luxury item after all.


  But, I knew what a good tea tasted like, because I sometimes drank it at Master’s store.


  Thanks to that, I didn’t feel like drinking cheap tea anymore, because I would compare it with the delicious tea I drank at Master’s store.


  But, if it’s a completely different tea, I may enjoy it.


  What is it called again? Suya tea?
 When I drank it at Ells-san’s house, it was easy to drink, and above all, it’s free!


  If I have free time, I may go to the nearby forest and pick some suya leaves.


  「But, what a beautiful cloth, really. I rarely see such a bright colored cloth around here. We also don’t stock something like that because it’s expensive.」(Lorea)


  「Well, it’s difficult to dye bright colors with an ordinary dyeing method after all…..Oh, right! After this, I’m going to make a futon. Would you like to help me, Lorea-san? I’ll give some of this cloth to you later. I made quite a lot.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-san came to help me with my moving, but there’s no need to clean the house anymore, and I only had my backpack for luggage.


  Well, I still need to deal with the jungle in the backyard, but I can’t make a person I just met yesterday to help with such troublesome work.


  「Eh? You will give me some of that beautiful cloth!? I’ll gladly help you! But… all I can do is sewing. Is that okay?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san made a happy expression, but then it became a troubled expression.


  But, there’s no problem. In the making of a futon, most of what we need to do is sewing after all.


  「Ah, don’t worry. As long as you can sew, it will help me a lot!」(Sarasa)


  While saying that, following the custom of this village, I slapped Lorea-san’s back.


   


  After we finished our lunch, we went to my room to make a futon.


  Lorea-san said that she had never made a futon, but her sewing skill was pretty good, so we proceeded with the work while I’m teaching her little by little.


  The difficult part of making a futon is stuffing the cotton well.


  After we were done sewing the cloth into a shape of a futon, next would be stuffing the cotton in.
 Lorea-san would be the one who held the cloth and I would stuff the cotton into the cloth.


  Gyuー Gyuuー


  I pushed the cotton into the finished fabric neatly, and immediately sewed it so it didn’t shift.


  「Heeー So this is how you make a fluffy futon…」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-san, so this is your first time seeing how to make one?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. I feel ashamed to say this, but we don’t use futons stuffed with cotton this much at my home」(Lorea)


  「I see.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-san said that while laughing bitterly a little, but yeah, you usually don’t make a futon by stuffing plenty of cotton unless you can afford it.


  When I lived at the orphanage, my futonー no, our futon didn’t have much cotton either.
 We usually slept close to each other in the orphanage.


  And when I was about to enter the dormitory, I made a futon with the orphanage caretaker, because the caretaker said, “You’re going to a great school, so you have to prepare everything so that you won’t bring shame to yourself!”.
 That’s why we made a fine futon with a lot of cotton that time.


  Well, to be honest, I don’t really care if it’s “embarrassing” or “not embarrassing”.
 No one would come to my dormitory room to see my futon after all.


  By the way, I had entered my aristocrat senpai’s room several times, and she was using a fine bed.
 That’s an aristocrat for you.


   


  After we finished making the futons for the mattress and comforter, next, we were making the bed cover.


  All we had to do was sewing, so we could sew while chatting.


  Lorea-san said she could only sew a cloth, but she looked very skillful with her fingers, and to be honest, she was better than me.


  Was my sewing skill, which I thought I was good at, actually average…?


  However, thanks to my ‘average’ and Lorea-san’s ‘pro’ sewing skill, the futon set was completed by evening.


  「Yay~! Thank you, Lorea-san! Now I can sleep comfortably tonight!」(Sarasa)


  I jumped to Lorea-san and hugged her.


  Honestly, I didn’t expect it would be finished in a day, so I was prepared to sleep in a blanket again tonight.


  This is all thanks to Lorea-sama!


  「Hehe~ glad to help. I’m here to help after all, so it’s only natural」(Lorea)


  She was a little embarrassed to be hugged by me and said so, but I’m sure, her fingers actually hurt, because my fingers also hurt a little after hours of sewing.


  Really.
 What a kind girl.


  


  「Yosh! This is my thanks!」(Sarasa)


  I gave Lorea-san the remaining cloth.
 I think it was enough to make another futon.


  Even if she wouldn’t use it to make a futon and just wanted to use it as a sheet or bed cover, the function of the environment control should still work.
 So, I thought it would be useful for her.


  「But, are you sure? A beautiful cloth like this is quite expensive, you know?」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry, don’t worry. Ah, by the way, this cloth is an artifact. It’s an environment adjusting cloth. So, I recommend you to use it on your bed. You will have a good sleep using it.」(Sarasa)


  「Eeh!? Artifact!? That would be even more expensive….. Are you really sure…?」(Lorea)


  「Geez. I’m 1000% sure! So don’t worry about that. Consider it as a token of our friendship」(Sarasa)


  I tapped her shoulder, trying to treat her as a friend.


  It’s okay, right? We are friends now, right? Right!?


  「Well, then. I’ll gratefully receive it. Thank you very much, Sarasa-san!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san happily thanked me.
 Of course, with a cute smile!


  She didn’t deny that we’re now friends. Yosh! Nice, nice!


  Well, I think she was just so happy with the cloth and excited to use it though.


  「Ah, if i’m not mistaken, this artifact can control the temperature automatically, right? If I make a dress with this, then it will be comfortable to wear.」(Lorea)


  「Hmm. This cloth is not suitable to use for clothes. Well, it’s not meaningless to make clothes with this, but the effect will be weak.」(Sarasa)


  This cloth worked based on the environmental magical power and magical power that slightly leaked from the sleeping body of the user, so the effect wasn’t that strong.
 Otherwise, I wouldn’t bother to stuff a lot of cotton into my futon.


  Well, I can make an environment adjusting cloth with a strong effect, but it requires a lot more cost, and also, it requires a lot of magical power to work.
 Therefore, on the contrary, an environment adjusting cloth with strong effect is not recommended to be used as a futon, because… you want to sleep, but you will be more tired because a lot of your magical power is being sucked by the cloth. It doesn’t make sense, right?


  「Ah, so that’s how it works. I see.」(Lorea)


  「By the way, Lorea-san, I know I bought a lot of cotton from your store, but do you still have some in stock?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. Well, there’s not that much, but if you want to buy the same amount as yesterday, I think there will be enough.」(Lorea)


  「Then I’ll go buy some again soon. I want to make cushions next.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay! But… buying a lot of cotton, huh…? I can’t even buy this much cotton with my pocket money… Sarasa-san, I bet you get a lot of pocket money」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san looked impressed, but…
 Wait, wait…


  「Umm, Lorea-san? I’m an adult, you know? I’m working, you know?」(Sarasa)


  Even though it was a part-time job, I once worked at Master’s store, and I think my wages can’t be compared to Lorea-san’s pocket money that she got from helping her parent’s store.


  「A-ah! That’s right! I forgot, sorry. After spending time with you, I feel like we are about the same age, so…」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-san… how old are you now?」(Sarasa)


  「I’m 13. I’ll be 14 soon」(Lorea)


  …..Eh?


  I glanced at her chest for a second.


  So… she’s 2 years younger than me…?


  Ughh…


  「H, Hee~ You grew so fast.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? To be honest, I think I’m a little slower compared to my friends though.」


  Said Lorea-san innocently, without any ill will.


  Ahh… I see now.


  Unlike this village, I lived in a royal capital with many people of the same age.
 I didn’t realize that I grew a little slower than other people, because there were many girls who had the same ‘size’ as mine even though we are at the same age.


  Un. Don’t worry, me! You just grow a little slower. Just a LITTLE slower.


  Un, Un. I’m still in my growth period!
 It’s probably just my imagination that I haven’t grown at all since last year.
 Yes. It’s just my imagination.


  「What about you, Sarasa-san?」(Lorea)


  「Me? I’m 15」(Sarasa)


  「Heeー I see」(Lorea)


  Hm? Lorea-san?
 I feel like she glanced at my chest for a second.


  If she obviously stared at my chest, then she is my enemyー No, I can’t afford to lose my new friend over this stupid matter.


  I smiled at her to sweep away my black emotions.


  After that, we talked about various things until the sun went down.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  The next day.


  The amount of cloth and cotton that had been reduced greatly to make a futon yesterday, somehow, returned to the original amount as yesterday. No, it was actually a lot more than yesterday.


  Well, there was nothing strange happening though.


  This morning, Lorea-san’s father came with a lot of cloth and cotton.
 He gave them to me.


  After seeing the beautiful cloth that I gave Lorea-san yesterday, it seemed that Lorea-san’s father, who was a merchant, realized its value.


  He said, “This cloth is too much for just paying my daughter to help you for half a day,” forcefully handing me the cloth and cotton that he brought.


  [image: 00012]

  Surely, the cloth I made was more expensive than this cloth and cotton, but I gave it to Lorea-san as thanks, so her father didn’t have to mind it actually.


  By the way, Lorea-san used that cloth as sheets for three people:
 Both of her parents and herself.


  Her father also thanked me because he slept comfortably last night.


  I’m glad that something I made was useful to them.


  Alright then. Since I got another bolt of cloth, I want to dye it a different color.


  Thanks to the bright-colored bed Geberg-san made, and the sky blue futon, my room was less gloomy than before.
 I could still improve it by changing the curtains and making some cushions, tho.


  Dyeing is easy.
 The hard part is to determine the color.
 I have to think about the color balance because I want to make it well coordinated.


  Since I got my own house, I want to make it as beautiful as possible!


  Maybe I will make curtains first.


  But… umm…
 If I don’t open the store as soon as possible, I would run out of money…


  「The inside of the house is good enough for now, so today. Let’s check the outside」


  I had only investigated the house roughly yesterday, so I had to properly check it piece by piece.


  First, the roof.
 If it was damaged, it could be fatal for a house, but… hmm, it looks fine.


  It seems that the metal plate thatched on the surface was strengthened using alchemy, and it was stronger than I expected.
 I think it will be just fine for a long time.


  Next is the outer wall.
 There’s basically no problem with the outer wall, but there were some parts that should be repaired a little.
 I will ask Geberg-san to fix it in the near future.


  And then the signboard.
 It was tilted and damaged, so I should ask Geberg-san about this as well.


  And finallyー the front yard, huh…


  「Uhh… The main problem is the tall grasses and the rotten fences.」


  I don’t think there will be any problems even without fences.


  Ah, no. Maybe it’s better to have fences after all?
 It would be bad if there were wild animals entering the yard.


  Dealing with these grasses wouldn’t be a problem actually, because I could just mow them all with magic.


  But…


  There were herbs mixed in this yard…


  If I cut them with magic, it would damage them.


  Should I ignore them and cut them all?


  No… There’s no way poor people like me can ignore money on the ground.


  「…..Alright. For now, let’s make a list what to do」


  ・Open the store
 ・Make products to sell in the store
 ・Do something with the fence
 ・Clean the front and backyard
 ・Make a pulley so I can draw water from the well easier
 ・Operate the bath
 ・Make a magic stove so I can cook


  「Un. I think that’s about it. And now, I have to decide which I should do first…」


  
  Chapter 9 : Which I Will Start From?


  Which I will start from?


  If I wanted to open the store, I should be making products first.
 There was nothing I could do if there was nothing to sell.


  But, I couldn’t ignore the front yard.
 It looked terrible.
 I don’t think anyone would come in after seeing my front yard.


  Oh, right. I can use the herbs growing in the front yard to make products to sell.


  The remaining tasks are : improve the well, operate the baths, and make a magic stove.
 These can wait until I open the store.


  「Alright, if I do the front yard first, I need to do something about the fences. I can make products later even after the sun goes down.」


  I went to the front yard and looked at the fences.


  Hmm… what if I kick it lightly?


  I kicked it andー


  ーPeko,
 [*/thud]


  It fell.


  ……It fell off so easily.


  I need new fences I guess…


  I think I can make simple fences by driving stakes into the ground and then put crossbars between the stakes.
 So maybe I don’t have to ask Geberg-san to do this?


  Hmm, should I do this myself? I can save money if I do it myself.


  Because an alchemist’s job is crafting artifacts, I can also do some woodworking.


  But, hmm, I don’t have any carpentry tools.


  Perhaps I should buy them?
 I’ll definitely need some tools in this house.


  Alright, let’s go to the general store then.


  Therefore, I went to Lorea-san’s house, the general store.


  「Good afternoon~」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, Sarasa-san! I’m sorry about my dad. Yesterday, as soon as I was home, Dad immediately appraised the price of the cloth and…」(Lorea)


  Seeing me coming, Lorea-san panicked while apologizing.


  I replied to her while waving my hands.


  「Ah, it’s okay. Me too, I’m sorry. I gave you the cloth to thank you, but it seems it was too expensive to give it casually. Thanks to that, I got a lot of cloth and cotton from your dad, but… is it okay if I got so much?」(Sarasa)


  「It’s okayー No, please receive it! Dad said the cloth and cotton he gave you didn’t even cover the price of your cloth. If you didn’t receive it, we will feel sorry to use the cloth you gave us.」(Lorea)


  Ahh, I can understand that.


  「I see. Okay, I’ll gratefully use the cloth and the cotton then.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, please. By the way, do you want to buy something today?」(Lorea)


  「Ah, yes. Do you have carpentry tools?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. We have tools that are normally used for normal house purposes. If you want tools with higher quality, you should ask Jizd-san to make it for you. What are you going to do with the tools by the way?」(Lorea)


  「I’m going to make fences for the yard.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? By yourself? You don’t ask Geberg-san to do it?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-san was surprised, but… is it that surprising if I do it myself?
 Making a fence is easy, right?


  「Umm~ If it’s only making fences, I think I can do it myself」(Sarasa)


  「Heeー Carpentry is pretty difficult, you know? Sarasa-san, have you ever done it?」(Lorea)


  「Well, more or less?」(Sarasa)


  I haven’t made big and complicated things, but I learned woodworking at school because it was necessary for crafting artifacts sometimes.


  Even before I entered school, at the orphanage, we basically did everything by ourselves.
 So, if there was furniture or part of the building that was damaged, we would do what we could to fix it.
 Because I was always studying, I rarely helped the orphanage with usual things like preparing food or laundy, but if there were sudden things like broken furniture, I did my best to fix it.


  Therefore, I understood the difficulty of carpentry to some extent.


  Even cutting a board straight is quite difficult, you know?
 If you cut it with even a slight angle, the result would be skewed.


  However, this time, I would just make a simple fence.
 All I had to do was just drive stakes into the ground and attach crossbars between the stakes, so I thought I could do it myself.


  「Sarasa-san, how about you ask for advice from Geberg-san before you do it. He might look like a grumpy old man, but he is a kind person」(Lorea)


  「Un. I know he is a kind person. And, yeah, you’re right, Lorea-san. I should ask Geberg-san for advice first. I also want to ask him to repair some parts of my store building, so… I’ll go visit him then….. Ah! Almost forgot. Lorea-san, the tools!」(Sarasa)


  「Ah! Wait a minute…….. Here. Thank you for shopping~」(Lorea)


  「Well then, I’m going. Thank you, Lorea-san」(Sarasa)


   


  The carpentry tools I bought from Lorea-san were heavier than I expected, so I returned home first, left them at home, and then headed to Geberg-san’s house.


  Unlike the general store, Geberg-san’s workshop looked like a private house, so it was kind of awkward to enter.


  「Excuse me… Geberg-san…?」(Sarasa)


  When I thought maybe my voice was a little low, Geberg-san came out from the back.


  「Hm? Ah, ojou-chan. Do you need something?」(Geberg)


  「Actually, I want to ask for your advice… I’m thinking of fixing the fences around my house. Do you think it’s too difficult for a girl like me to do it myself? Ah, also, I need some timbers, would you like to sell me some?」(Sarasa)


  「You want to do it yourself? If you want to do it yourself, that means you have done carpentry before, right? I can sell you timbers, but… I need to see your old fences first. Let’s go to your house.」(Geberg)


  「Understood.」(Sarasa)


  Heading for my house, I followed Geberg-san who was walking steadfastly for his age.


  After we arrived at the front of my houseー


  「Hmm… It’s pretty damaged. It will be better to make new fences. But… ojou-chan, are you going to do this all by yourself?」(Geberg)


  While saying that, Geberg-san pointed around all the fences around the house.


  Now that he mentioned it, the backyard is also quite large.
 The fence might be several tens of meters long…


  Uhh… maybe it will be a little hard to do it alone.


  「…..Will it be a little hard for me?」(Sarasa)


  「”A little”, huh? I don’t know how good ojou-chan is at carpentry, but it will take a long time if you do it alone, you know? Wouldn’t it more profitable to use your time to work as an alchemist?」(Geberg)


  「That’s… Hmm… Maybe you’re right.」(Sarasa)


  If I think about it carefully, it would be better if I left the fences to Geberg-san so I could open the store earlier.


  From the time I was at the orphanage, it has become my habit to avoid spending money on things that I could do myself.
 I thought about fixing everything myself, but I just realized that I’m a full-fledged alchemist right now.


  Yes. I’m an alchemist. An alchemist-sama!


  I have a job that everyone is jealous of!


  I did my best to become what I am now!


  In society, I’m in the group of people who win at life!


  ……..Wait, wait. Calm down, me…


  What I tried to say wasー from now on, I could just leave the work that wasn’t my specialty to the professionals.
 If I left it to the professionals, I could concentrate on alchemy.


  「Un! You’re right! Well then, Geberg-san, I will be counting on you. Oh, right. Can you also repair the signboard and the outer wall?」(Sarasa)


  Geberg-san looked at the almost-fallen signboard I was pointing at, and nodded.


  「Sure. And for the fences, do you want me to make it different or the same like it is now?」(Geberg)


  「Umm… I think a low fence like this is good for the front of the store, but can you make 2 meter high board fences for the sides and the back of the house?」(Sarasa)


  「I can, but.. why board fences?」(Geberg)


  「Ahh, well, I’m planning to hang my laundry in the backyard, and you see… I’m a girl, so… it will be better if no one can see my laundry…」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Hahaha! No one cares about such a thing in this small village, you know? First of all, the next house over is quite far away, right? Well, if it’s the customer’s order, I’ll make it though.」(Geberg)


  Well, actually, I also didn’t think there would be people looking at my laundry in the backyard.


  Even Ells-san’s house, the nearest house from here, was quite far away.
 There were also trees around the backyard, so actually, it was quite hard to see my backyard from a distance.


  Still, well, you know… it’s the matter of feelings.


  Besides, board fences could prevent small animals from entering and damaging the herb field that I would make later in the backyard.


  On the contrary, the fence in front of the shop would be simple so that customers could easily enter.


  After discussing with Geberg-san for a while, it was decided that for the sides and the back of the house, Geberg-san would make knee-high stone walls and then make board fences on top of them. And he would make a simple fence that emphasized openness for the front of the store.


  In addition, I asked him to make a simple gate in the side passage leading to the backyard so that the access to the backyard could be restricted.
 Also, I asked him to make a door in the board fences surrounding the backyard so I could go outside from the backyard.


  And since I didn’t know how to repair the walls, I completely left it to Geberg-san.
 Also, the signboard too. I left the details to him.


  When I told him soー


  「Are you sure to leave the design of the signboard to me?」(Geberg)


  「Yes! I’m sure Geberg-san will make a dope signboard!」(Sarasa)


  「Fu, Fuuun~」(Geberg)


  Eh? Is it just me, or did Geberg-san look embarrassed for a moment?


  「Alright then, I’ll start the construction tomorrow.」(Geberg)


  After saying that, Geberg-san went home.


  「……..He was embarrassed just now… right? I never thought he could be embarrassed like that. I hope he wasn’t offended…」(Sarasa)


  Uhh… his embarrassed face didn’t leave my mind…


  Geberg-san made me a bed in just one day, so maybe the construction will also finish quickly.


  He said he would start tomorrow, so……. Wait… tomorrow!?
 Then, I have to collect the money (herbs) in the front yard quickly!
 Or else it would be damaged once he started construction!


  「I have to collect them now!」


  I brought a basket from the house and started pulling out the herbs growing along the fences.


  「Oops, I should be careful. These are precious herbs」


  It would be a waste if I just picked them, so I dug the soil up and took the herbs whole with the roots so I could replant them later in the field in the backyard.


  「I can just ignore the weeds, right?」


  Geberg-san would make stone walls, so he should be dug up the soil anyway, so I didn’t need to pull the weeds out.


  I kept picking the herbs around the fences while ignoring the weeds.


  After I’ve circled the house once, now it’s time to deal with the inside part of the yard.
 For the inside, I couldn’t ignore the weeds, so I also pulled them out while collecting herbs.


  By the way, I used physical strengthening magic while doing such work until the evening.
 I only took a rest at lunch and when I got thirsty.


  It was very very tiring, but when I saw the yard of the house tidy now, I felt like it was worth it.


  「Ahh~ To be honest, I feel like I’m trying too hard today.」


  I still have to make products after this.
 I can store the herbs I just picked up for now, but I can’t ignore the herbs I had picked when I got here on the first day, because if I don’t use them soon, the effectiveness of the herbs will drop.


  I’ve done a simple preservation process on the herbs, so they would be good until tomorrow, but I wanted to do something else tomorrow.


  「I’m happy I got so many precious herbs, but… it’s just too many for me to handle…」


  There were many kinds of herbs growing in the yard, and they were quite expensive.


  Of course, it was thanks to the previous owner who planted them.


  But honestly, I was surprised that the herbs still remained even after a long time.


  The value of these herbs is different from ordinary herbs, so of course I collected them all, and I will replant them in a proper cultivated field later.


  With this, I can make potions for free.


  Yes, free!
 Ahh~ what a pleasant word to hear.


  「But, uhh… I should take a break for now. I’m really tired…」


  I entered the house and wiped my body.


  After that, I went to the cafeteria for a hot and delicious dinner.


  


  The next day.


  I woke up a little later than usual and heard some noises from the front of my house.


  「Mmmhh~~~ Hm? So loud…..」


  I slept quite late last night, so I’m still kinda sleepy now.


  At first, I planned to just make potions, but my plan was ruined when I realized I didn’t have enough potion bottles to store the potions.


  Well, if I didn’t have the bottles, I had no choice but to make them, right?
 And to make it, I had to set the fire in the glass furnace, right?


  And once I set up the fire and melted the glass, I couldn’t stop.
 I kept making the bottles, cooled them, poured the potion inside, and then sealed them.


  I repeated the process until dawn.


  Thanks to that, now I have a lot of potions to sell.


  「A, aahhmm~~~ Mmm… Maybe I should get up now…」


  I got up from my bed and looked outside from the window.


  There were several men outside the house.


  …..Ah, come to think of it, Geberg-san said he would start making fences today.


  As expected from Geberg-san, he starts work so early.


  Building materials have already begun to piled up in front of the house.


  I have to get outside and say hello at least.


  I tried my best to move my tired body, dressed up, washed my face, and went outside.


  「Good morning, Geberg-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Yo. Good morning, ojou-chan. Did you clean your yard yesterday? It’s cleaner now.」(Geberg)


  Geberg-san looked at the yard that had been changed from a “terrible” to “not so well maintained” yard.


  「Yes, I worked hard yesterday.」(Sarasa)


  「So that’s why you look so tired now?」(Geberg)


  「Ah, you can tell I’m tired? Well, that’s one of the causes」(Sarasa)


  I had washed my face, but it seems the tiredness still showed on my face.


  Well, rather than tiredness, it was more like sleep deprivation.


  「And, umm… Geberg-san, who are these men?」(Sarasa)


  「These are the village men. I usually call them when I’m doing a big construction job. I don’t think there will be a problem but, if there’s a guy who dares mess you, tell me. I’ll teach him a lesson.」(Geberg)


  Saying that, Geberg-san shook a big hammer in his right hand effortlessly.


  I wonder how he will ‘teach a lesson’ with a hammer…


  I felt like the faces of some of the men turned pale. Especially the younger ones.


  I approached those men and greeted them.


  「Good morning, everyone. I’m Sarasa, an alchemist who just moved here the other day. I’ll be counting on all of you today.」(Sarasa)


  I bowed down as I greeted them.


  And then, everyone kindly greeted me back, but…
 I’m sorry, I can’t remember so many names…


  「You don’t have to remember all of these guys’ names now. If you’re going to cook your own food from now on, you’ll remember them eventually.」(Geberg)


  I see.
 Apparently, carpentry was just their temporary job while their main job was farming.


  So, I would meet them again soon when I needed vegetables and other food ingredients.


  Ah, talking about farmers, I asked Ells-san to introduce me to the farmers the other day.
 So that means, I will meet them again very soon.


  Un. Let’s do my best to remember their names.


  「Well then, can we start working now?」(Geberg)


  「Yes, please. Oh, right. I planted herbs in the backyard, so please be careful there.」(Sarasa)


  Since I did my best digging and replanting them yesterday, it would be sad if they stepped on them without knowing.


  「Don’t worry. I’m a professional, and these guys are farmers, so we know. Alright then, let’s get started guys!」(Geberg)


  「「「Ouー!」」」


  The men replied to Geberg-san’s command with a rousing shout, and then they started to work.


  They removed the old fences while Geberg-san was checking the outer walls and the signboard.


  「Umm. Is there anything I can do to help?」(Sarasa)


  「Nah. As long as you don’t have any troublesome requests, you can leave everything to us.」(Geberg)


  「I see. Alright then. I’ll leave it to you.」(Sarasa)


  I left everything to them.
 Besides, I didn’t want to interfere with their work by asking too much.


  And above all, I’m very sleepy right now…


  I decided to return to my room and enjoy the second nap for a while.


  


  When I woke up, the sun had completely risen.
 It seems it’s almost noon.


  I got up and looked out from the window.


  The simple fences in front of the house were already completed.


  「Wow. They work really fast… How about the side?」


  I moved to the window on the side.


  「Un. It’s still not done yet. Well, of course, it’s only been half a day.」


  They were still stacking the stones to make stone walls.


  But still, to get this far in just half a day was really quick.


  Kuuuu~~~


  「Uhh… I’m hungry. Let’s eat~」


  It was troublesome to go to the cafeteria now, so I just ate some dried meat that I had bought for breakfast and lunch at the same time.


  After that I did some light exercise to refresh my body.


  「Yosh!」


  I went out from the front and walked around the house to the backyard while looking at the half-built fence.
 About 50% of the stone walls had been completed.


  「Geberg-san, thank you for your hard work! Is everything going well?」(Sarasa)


  「Yo, Ojou-chan. Well, yeah. We’re going to set the pillars in place today, and tomorrow, we’ll set the boards, make the gates, and finish it」(Geberg)


  「Wow, that’s really fast!」(Sarasa)


  「I’ve fixed the walls but, can you wait a few days for the signboard?」(Geberg)


  I looked at the house.


  「ーAh! I didn’t realize the wall was fixed. And for the signboard, I don’t mind waiting for a few days.」(Sarasa)


  The cracks in the plaster around the walls have been cleanly repainted.


  「Well then, I’ll leave the rest to you, Geberg-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Ou, you can count on me!」(Geberg)


  I left Geberg-san who replied powerfully, and looked around the house again.


  It seems there’s nothing I can do to help with the fences, so should I do my best to turn this “not-so-well-maintained front yard” to “well maintained front yard” ?


  Now that I have collected all the herbs here, I can just trim the grass.


  I want to make my store look cute.
 So maybe I will also prune the trees and make a flower bed.


  If I plant herbs that have beautiful flowers, it will be killing two birds with one stone, right?


  However, since the types of herbs whose flowers and leaves I will use as ingredients are not suitable to be planted in a flowerbed, I have to use different types of herbs.


  「Anyway, let’s start with pruning the tree.」


  I cut off the branches of the tree that were too long.
 With magic of course.


  I bought a saw, but since I only cut the branches that were relatively small, using magic is enough.
 Besides, I’m short, so pruning a tree would be difficult if I used a saw.
 I would only use a saw to cut something bigger.


  Because I used magic, I didn’t have to climb the tree or prepare a chair or something.


  After cutting the excess branches off, I put them together in the corner of the yard.


  And now the grass.


  I used magic to mow the grass in the wide area, but I would manually cut the grass near the side of the house and fences.


  Even magic that ordinary magicians cannot do easily will be easy for an alchemist like me!


  「Fufufu~! Magic really is convenient~」


  I continued working as the men around me watched me splendidly (not really, actually) doing my work with magic.


  Well, regardless of whether I did it splendidly or not, doing this kind of work using magic requires a high ability to control the magic, so not many people can do this.
 Otherwise, the number of alchemists wouldn’t be small, right?


  「The flowerbeds will be….. I think one near the entrance and one near the wall of the house will be good.」


  After deciding the position, I dug up the soil and… hmm… maybe I’ll use something like logs to make a boundary.


  I went to where Geberg-san was and asked himー


  「Geberg-san, in this village, is it okay if I cut the trees in the forest down?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. No problem. There are a loooot of trees here after all.」(Geberg)


  「I see. Thank you!」(Sarasa)


  Then I went to the back of the house, cut several small trees down, and brought the logs to the front yard.


  The men gave me an astonishing gaze when I walked past them while carrying a lot of logs.


  Well, of course, there’s no way a girl like me could carry this many logs.
 I could do it because I strengthened my body with magic.


  After that, I lined up the logs around the flowerbeds.


  「Yosh, It’s finished~」


  The tidily pruned tree, beautifully trimmed grass, and rusticーno, simple and natural looking flowerbeds.


  Now, this yard should be good enough to be called a “well-maintained yard”.


  Next will be…


  「Hmm… I wonder what herbs I should plant in the flowerbeds…」


  Among the materials I had, I tried to remember if I had herbs with beautiful flowers.


  Almost all kinds of herbs had beautiful flowers, but the herb seeds that I had now were only materials for alchemy.
 Yes, the seed itself was a material.
 Other than that, I also had leaves and roots as materials.


  Well, they won’t sprout if I plant only the roots, so I can’t use them.


  「It’s spring now, so most of the herbs should be okay, but…」


  Yes. Fortunately, it’s spring now.
 It’s a good time to sow seeds.


  Well, I can just sow the seeds that I have now (that were materials for alchemy).
 It would be enough for ornamental use.


  But, what if I will need them as materials later?


  Hmmm…


  Oh, well… Let’s just plant them.


  After thinking for a while, I decided to plant the seeds.


  I planted the seeds of herbs with cute white flowers in the flowerbed near the entrance.
 And in the flowerbed near the wall of the house, I planted the seeds of herbs with slightly large purple flowers.


  「This one will grow ivy, so I have to prepare stanchions around it before the buds come out.」


  Both are strong herbs, so I’m sure they will definitely sprout.


  「Fu fu, fu fu fu fu~」


  Imagining working at my own store surrounded by flowers, I smirked unintentionally.


  The men who were working around me made slightly disgusted faces.


  
  Chapter 10 : Opening The Store


  「Finally, it’s time to open my store!」


  Geberg-san and the village men were working really fast the other day.
 It only took them a day and a half to finish the fences.


  The next morning, Geberg-san came to install the signboard.
 I thought he just repaired the old signboard, but he made a new one.


  Moreover, it looks cute!
 It changed the atmosphere of the store completely.


  To be honest, I never thought Geberg-san could make a cute signboard.


  Inside the store, some products were lined up on the shelves.
 Well, there were still a lot of empty spaces, though.


  The three windows in the store space were decorated with sky blue curtains.
 Thanks to that, the atmosphere inside the store had become brighter.


  I placed a handmade『Order Here』sign on the table and sat on the chair behind the counter.


  Alright! I’m ready now!


  Come on, customers!


  Come anytime!


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「…….No one’s coming…」


  An hour had passed since I opened the store.


  Well, I had a feeling this was going to happen…


  Because this would likely be a very slow day, I lined up the alchemy tools I got from Master behind the counter, and started making magic stones to kill time.
 This work could be paused, so I could just leave it when a customer came.


  「Gori gori~ gori gori~♪」
 [*/ roll roll~]


  I crushed the crystal shards, which was the raw material to make a magic stone, into debris with a hammer, and ground it with a druggist’s mortar to make it even smoother.


  Natural magic stones were very rare and expensive, so generally, alchemists made artificial magic stones by themselves to be used as materials to make artifacts.
 However, the bigger the size, the more difficult it was to make.


  After it became fine enough, I put it in an alchemy pot, melted it to remove the impurities, and hardened it.


  Because each process required magical power, it was quite difficult for people who only had little magical power in their body.


  By the way, if you use a large alchemy pot, the amount of magical power required is also large, so normally people will use a palm-sized alchemy pot to make magic stones.


  Right now, I’m using a single-handled pot I got from Master, but when I was at school, the alchemy pot I used was the size of a small teacup. It was about two times smaller than this.
 Well, you don’t need a large pot to make magic stones.


  「Smash~ smash~ crush~ crush~♪ it makes me want to craft an artifact~♪」


  The crystal shards themselves are cheap, but the lower the purity is, the more you have to grind them down, and it’s kind of troublesome.
 Because of that, there are artifacts dedicated to helping you with it.


  But of course… They’re not cheap…


  And I don’t have one…


  I have no choice but to do it manually.


  Ganー ganー ganー ganー
 [*/ hammer sfx]


  When I focused on hammering the crystal shardー


  「Good afternoー Eh!? Sarasa-san!?」(Lorea)


  「Hm? Ah, Lorea-chan! Welcome!」(Sarasa)


  The one who opened the door was Lorea-’chan’.
 Yes! ‘Chan’!


  After we made the mattress and had a ‘girls talk’ together, we became friends!
 The way I called her had changed from ‘Lorea-san’ to ‘Lorea-chan’.
 Intimacy level has increased!


  I told her to call me with ‘chan’ too, but she said she would continue to call me with ‘san’ because I’m older.
 I don’t think she has to worry about age, though.


  「Un! Congratulations on opening the store! ……Geh, not that! What are you doing with that hammer, Sarasa-san!?」(Lorea)


  「This? I’m making magic stones.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan curiously looked at the crystal shards on the counter.


  Actually, hammering crystal shards could be considered an alchemist’s activity, but since it was just crushing something, anyone could do it even if they were not alchemists.


  「Hee~ I thought alchemy is more like… ‘shooー’ and ‘shaaー’」(Lorea)


  「Eh? What do you mean?」(Sarasa)


  Maybe she wanted to say ‘more stylish’ or something?


  I understood what she wanted to say somehow.
 When I first entered the alchemy school, I was also surprised because there were so many things I had to learn.


  「Well, we do a lot of things, you know? Because we craft so many things, we have to be able to do things like carpentry, glasswork, blacksmithing, cooking, and many other things. It doesn’t matter if you’re good at it or not, but at least you can do it.」(Sarasa)


  Even the Royal Alchemist Training School, that was famous for its strictness, was unexpectedly soft in terms of skills that were not directly related to alchemy because you could just rely on the professionals who were good at it.
 For example, if you’re not good at woodworking, you can just ask a carpenter.
 However, if you can do it yourself, it will be a plus for you.


  「I see. It must be tough to be an alchemist… Oh?」(Lorea)


  Saying that, Lorea-chan looked around the store and found the cloths that were displayed.


  「These cloths! They’re the same as the one you gave me, right? Ahh~ this color is also beautiful! ….. Uwa!? So expensive!」(Lorea)


  「Aahー Actually, it’s cheaper than the normal price, you know? In the royal capital, they sell it for 20 – 30% more expensive.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan’s eyes were shining, looking at the green, light pink, and sky blue environment adjusting cloths that I lined up on a shelf as the featured product.


  「Sarasa-san… about the cloth you gave me… are you sure?」(Lorea)


  「This again? Geez. Lorea-chan, days have passed since I gave it to you, and we’re friends now, so don’t worry about it. Besides, I’m glad you came to help me the other day.」(Sarasa)


  And today, she came to celebrate the opening of my store.
 Lorea-chan really is a good girl!


  「Un! Thank you, Sarasa-san!」(Lorea)


  「Well, if you have something you need here, please buy it next time.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, of course! ーーThe other products are….. only potions?」(Lorea)


  「Yeah. I can only sell potions and those cloths for now. Lorea-chan, do you know what kind of items villagers need beside potions?」(Sarasa)


  「U~mm… I don’t know… It’s difficult to tell what people need here.」(Lorea)


  「Ah, I see…」(Sarasa)


  People definitely need potions.
 But for the artifacts, people wouldn’t want to buy them unless they knew the function.


  In the royal capital, people knew the function of artifacts because many aristocrats and rich people bought them first.
 However, I don’t think it will happen in this small village….


  「Hmm… should I make sample products…?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, it will give people the opportunity to know what kind of products you are selling, but to be frank, people in this village don’t have much money, you know? The only houses that have decent money are my family’s general store, Diral-san’s inn, and Village Mayor-san.」(Lorea)


  I see… This is a village where self-sufficiency is possible after all.


  A lot of Collectors were using Diral-san’s inn and cafeteria.
 Lorea-chan’s father’s general store sold almost every necessity to the villagers.
 The village mayor worked under the government.


  If it’s true that only these three people have money in this village, it will be difficult for me to sell artifacts here.


  Hmm… what should I do…?


  


  A lot of Collectors were using Diral-san’s inn and cafeteria.
 Daruna-san’s general store sold almost every necessity to the villagers.
 The village mayor worked under the government.


  If it’s true that only these three people have money in this village, it will be difficult for me to sell artifacts here.


  Hmm… what should I do…?


  「Hm? What does this sign mean?」(Lorea)


  「Ah, it’s like a promo, you know?」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan looked at a sign that I put on the shelf where I lined up the potions.


  『Discounts for customers who bring used potion bottles back!』


  After thinking hard about my store’s selling point, I came up with this idea.


  Normally, empty potion bottles were very cheap even though they were quite hard to make.


  Because each type of potion requires different bottles, you can’t simply reuse them without knowing the type of the bottles.
 Therefore, to use them again, we need to melt them and make new bottles.


  However, because the price was extremely cheap, most Collectors found it troublesome to sell empty bottles as materials to make new bottles and just threw them away.


  BUT!
 Since I made the bottles myself, I came up with an idea to mark the bottles so I could tell which bottles were for which potion.
 Now that I can distinguish the bottles easily, I can just clean them and reuse them.


  You know? When you make a potion, most of your time and effort will be used to make the bottle, not the potion.
 For the potion itself, all you need is an alchemy pot, and boom! You can make it easily.
 But making the bottle is the pain in the butt.


  Because of that, most alchemist apprentices who just start working at someone’s store would be ordered to make bottles.


  My two senpais who were working in another region said, “I’m sick of making bottles!” in their letters.


  I also used to make bottles every day when I worked part-time at Master’s store.
 But in my case, because Master was really fast at making bottles, it didn’t take long until she let me do various other things.
 Really… I was very lucky to be able to work at Master’s store.


   


  In a city, I think it’s difficult to make customers willing to return the bottles, but in a small village like this, I think it’s possible since there are only a few villagers and Collectors living here.


  In other words, if it goes well, there’s a high possibility that they will become my regular customers.


  And if I give a 50% discount to those who return the bottles, the villagers and Collectors can easily use it without worrying about the price.
 Especially for the Collectors, because their job is quite dangerous.


  Customers will be happy because the potions were cheap, and I’ll also be happy because I can be free from the troublesome bottle-making hell!


  WIN – WIN !


  Even if the profit will drop a little, it’s still fine compared to the bottle-making hell.


   


  「I see. Surely the villagers will be able to use the potions care-freely if it’s cheap. Also, you don’t have to worry about losing the bottles because I’m sure the villagers will return them to you.」(Lorea)


  「Really? I’m glad, then. Because I don’t want to make bottles again.」(Sarasa)


  「By the way, Sarasa-san, you know what? My family’s general store used to sell potions before. However, the ones we were selling were very expensive.」(Lorea)


  「Eh? Lorea-chan… could it be… you’re my business rival!?」(Sarasa)


  「No, no. Not at all. Our store didn’t profit from selling potions, you know? Because the shipping cost and the price when we bought them in the city was very expensive, we could only sell it at purchase price. So, we did it as a service for villagers here. But since you came to this village, we don’t have to sell them anymore, so my family is happy that you are here!」(Lorea)


  「Ahh, I see. So it was likeー you delivered potions from the city to the villagers for free?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup.」(Lorea)


  The general store earned money from the villagers, so it seemed if the store didn’t contribute that much to the village, it would leave a bad impression.


  Moreover, considering there were some potions that were damaged during transportation, they lost money from doing it.


  Lorea-chan’s family were really kind people…


  But… U~mm… Village society is difficult after all…
 I wonder if I don’t contribute like them, I will be ostracized from this village…


  「Sarasa-san… You’re thinking it will be bad if you don’t contribute, aren’t you?」(Lorea)


  「W, Well…」(Sarasa)


  「You don’t have to worry about that, you know?」(Lorea)


  「Is that so…?」(Sarasa)


  Perhaps Lorea-chan noticed I made an uneasy face. She waved and smiled at me.


  「The fact that there’s an alchemist in this village is already a contribution, you know? You give the villagers umm…. something like a sense of security?」(Lorea)


  I see. Well, that’s alchemists for you.
 They are more trusted than doctors.


  In fact, there were many injured and sick people who had been saved by alchemists.


  「Ahh… I see.」(Sarasa)


  「Also, in this village, no one will be jealous of an alchemist making money. Because… you know? If you have time to spend envying alchemists, it’s better to use that time making an effort to make your own money.」(Lorea)


  So it was like a meritocratic society, huh.


  「But not all alchemists make as much profit as people think, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Is that so!?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan was surprised.


  Well, I wanted to become an alchemist because I thought it was profitable, so I could understand her feelings.


  「Yeah. People might think that we can make a lot of profit because we sell expensive products worth thousands of reas. Well, that’s true. However, it’s not that easy. Umm… for example, these cloths. These are expensive, but…」(Sarasa)


  「But…?」(Lorea)


  「If I made even the slightest mistake and ended up failing to craft it, it would become a worthless thing in an instant.」(Sarasa)


  「…..Eh? Really?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. I can’t use the material anymore if I fail. There’s a risk you will lose thousands of reas in materials and other preparations. That’s why it’s not that easy.」(Sarasa)


  Once placed in an alchemy pot, materials cannot be separated again.
 Depending on how bad the failure is, there’s a possibility it can be used again, but of course the quality of the finished product will drop drastically, so people usually just dispose of it.


  「Just imagine you make a mistake after putting materials worth 100,000 reas in an alchemy pot… Uhh~ it’s scary, isn’t it?」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… indeed. That’s a nightmare.」(Lorea)


  「Moreover, if you failed after receiving an order from a customer, you couldn’t just say, “I’m sorry, I failed”, but you have to buy new materials and try to make the item again. In the first place, if you don’t have enough funds to buy the necessary materials, you can’t even accept an order. That’s why alchemists have to save some money before they can do anything.」(Sarasa)


  「Hee… So it’s not a dream profession like people think, huh…」(Lorea)


  「Well, if you’re talented, you don’t have to worry about making mistakes, and you can make a lot of profit. Ah, but it’s not only alchemy. Whichever the profession is, it will be bad if you make mistakes, right?」


  「Ah, you’re right.」(Lorea)


  However, it was true that it was the one and only dream profession for an orphan like me, because being an orphan was a disadvantage for getting any job other than alchemist.


  Anybody, even orphans could become alchemists.
 However, there’s no craftsman or merchant who wants to hire orphans.
 It was safer for them to hire people they could trust after all.


  「To put it bluntly, steadily earning money from selling potions is the safest way because the risk is low.」(Sarasa)


  「Uwaa… I feel like the image of an alchemist who can make amazing items is now broken into pieces…」(Lorea)


  「Ahaha. But making amazing items is both hard financially and risky, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, I can understand.」(Lorea)


  I feel like I’ve broken a child’s (?) dream a little, but the difference between ideals and reality is different in every profession, right?


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  In the end, the only customers who came on the first day were a few Collectors.


  Other than customers, there were also visitors who came to congratulate me for opening the store:
 Lorea-chan, Ells-san, the village mayor, and Marie-san (Lorea-chan’s mother) who came to pick up her daughter.


  I only sold about a dozen potions today.


  「Hmm… If I think about it, it’s not bad as a daily profit.」


  The cheapest one is the basic potion for injuries. It’s 500 reas.


  Almost all the materials could be collected in the field, so it was a lot cheaper compared to if you bought it in the city.


  Therefore, Collectors who came to buy it were happy because it was cheap.
 And when I explained the discount system to them, they became even more happy.


  「Even if I sell it at half price, I can still make a profit of around 200 reas per potion~」


  Lunch at Diral-san’s cafeteria was about 40 reas.
 The portion size was more than enough for me, and because I don’t drink alcohol, I didn’t have to pay an additional charge.
 For breakfast and dinner, I always ate Diral-san’s bread which had a similar price.


  In other words, I can live for a day from selling one basic potion.
 If I can keep selling at least one bottle a day, my life will be stable.


  However, I want to get more so that I can send some money to the orphanage I used to live in.
 Yes. Not just for me.
 I have to do my best to earn money for them too.


  


  Two weeks had passed since I opened my store.


  The sales kept increasing moderately, and I became acquainted with most of the Collectors in this village.


  The discount service was very popular among them.
 Every time they returned the bottles, with joyful voices they said, “I’m not worried about injury anymore!” or “I made more money thanks to you!”
 It made me happy.


  If you get injured, you won’t be able to work until you’re healed, so it’s better to buy some potions than save your money, right?
 However, depending on how much you earn, potions might not be cheap items.
 But thanks to the discount service, they can carefreely buy them.


  Moreover, since I opened an alchemy store in this village, they can collect materials that don’t last long now.
 Because if you go to another town to sell such materials, they will get rot before you even reach the town.
 But now, they can collect them and sell them to me.
 As a result, their incomes have increased.


  And by the way, I made several artifacts and lined them up on a shelf with a『Useful For Collectors』sign.
 The best selling item was the insect-repellent artifact.


  There must be millions of insects in the Great Sea of Trees.
 Well, I can understand.


  When I was at school, there was a curriculum called ‘Collection Training’ to learn the basic knowledge of collecting materials.


  In other words, I also went to a forest and collected materials.


  And to be honest… it was tough…


  Although at that time we used a relatively safe forest near the royal capital to practice, we were still troubled by beasts, insects, and also heat.


  The risk was low because there was an instructor who acted as the leader, but still, it was like a “surviving in a jungle” thing.


  Remembering that time, I can understand why the insect-repellent artifact was so popular among the Collectors.


  On the contrary, the torch light artifact didn’t sell at all.


  I made it because I thought it would be useful, but the Collectors in this village basically went out early in the morning and returned before dark.
 Therefore, they didn’t need light.


  It seemed that it was because they could earn enough money even without going deep into the forest, so they didn’t have to spend the night there.
 As an alchemist, it’s kind of disappointing, because there are a lot of rare materials deep in the forest…


  It would be difficult to obtain rare materials to send to Master…


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「Oーi, Sarasa-chaーn, do you have a minute?」


  「Yeーs, comiーng!」(Sarasa)


  When I was doing simple alchemy work at the counter while waiting for customers, I heard the voice of a familiar person from the front of the store.


  I stopped working, went out of the store, and… saw a bear…


  Next to the bear was a veteran collector in this village, Andre.
 He stood while making a proud expression.


  「Welcome back, Andre-san. Wow, that’s a huge “Anger Bear”!」(Sarasa)


  「Right? I found it relatively close to this village, so I shot it and we dragged it here without resting. You want to buy it?」(Andre)


  Without resting, huh…
 The other two party members, Gil-san and Gray-san, let go of the rope they were using to drag the bear, and sat on the ground while breathing hard.


  「Let’s see… the damaged part is only the head. One eyeball is crushed, but the internal organs seem to be fine. The freshness is still good. The fur is a little damaged. So… how about 43,000 reas?」(Sarasa)


  「That much!? Are you sure!?」(Andre)


  Andre-san was surprised with the price I offered.
 The other two were also smiling with their eyes shining while still sitting on the ground.


  「Yes. It’s still fresh so I can process it easily.」(Sarasa)


  「Uwoo~ Until now, we can only use the meat even though it was hard to hunt.」(Andre)


  「Actually, this is a difficult material to handle, you know? Because it can be useless if we dismantle it carelessly.」(Sarasa)


  The most precious parts of Anger Bears are the heart, liver, and eyeballs.


  However, if you take them out poorly, you won’t be able to use them.


  If you bring the entire body like Andre-san and his party did, the alchemist can process it more easily.
 But, there’s no Collectors who can bring a big bear to the village in a short time unless they find it near the village and immediately bring it to an alchemist store like Andre-san did.


  The best way to collect fresh materials from the bear was if the alchemist also went to the forest together with the Collectors.
 But, there were only a few alchemists who wanted to take the trouble doing that because basically, most alchemists were brain workers who had little stamina.


  「43,000 reas…… Sarasa-chan, really…. Thank you so much for coming to this village!」(Andre)


  「Un! I can also make profit in this village now, so, you’re welcome!」(Sarasa)


  While thanking me, Andre-san shook my hand.
 Gil-san and Gray-san stood up and also shook my hand.


  Well, I understand that they are happy, but because they are strong Collectors, they unconsciously gripped my hand a little too hard.
 I used body strengthening to endure it and smiled at them.


  「Alright, wait a minute. I’ll go get the money.」(Sarasa)


  I went inside the store to get the money and handed it to Andre-san.


  He received it with a big smile and then raised his voice.


  「Hell yeahー! Let’s go drinking, boys!!!」(Andre)


  「「Oouuー!」」(Gil & Gray)


  「Sarasa-chan, we’ll come again!」(Andre)


  「Okay~ Have fun~」(Sarasa)


  Drinking alcohol, huh… It’s still daytime time, though…


  Well, since it’s a celebration, I think it’s fine.


  Alright. Now I have to process the bear quickly.


  
  Chapter 11 : Selling The Materials Ⅰ


  First, I used a weak『Frozen』spell to cool the corpse of the bear.
 If I froze it completely, the materials would be ruined, so it was important to adjust the power to the minimum.


  After it got cold to some extent, I dragged it to the back of my house.
 Of course, not to the backyard, but to the outside of the wall because I didn’t want to pollute the beautifully maintained backyard with blood.


  I could have just butchered it at the front of the store without dragging it to the back, but it would be too grotesque for people to see.
 If Lorea-chan came to play and saw me butchering a bear corpse with blood all over the place, she might cry and run home.


  Using a tool I brought from my workshop, I cut open the corpse and carefully took the necessary parts out.


  I can’t make a mistake here or else it will become a piece of junk.
 Cut it slowly…. And carefully….


  I took the heart, liver, and eyeball first because these things must be processed immediately.


  Other than those, the stomach, intestines, and nails could also be used as materials, so I also took them and stored them.


  The fur and meat are the same as other beasts’, so maybe I can sell them to Ells-san.


  After I stored the materials I needed in my workshop, I dragged the excess part to Ells-san’s house.


  「Excuse meー Ells-san, are you homeー?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, yesー Ara, Sarasa-chan. What a huge prey you got there.」(Ells)


  After I called out from the outside, Ells-san came out immediately and made a surprised look.


  「Ells-san, would you like to buy this?」(Sarasa)


  「Hm…? Aah, is it the remaining meat and fur after you took the materials for alchemy?」(Ells)


  Ells-san didn’t get my intention for a moment, but then she got it.
 Maybe the former owner of my store usually sold excess materials to Ells-san a long time ago before I’m here.


  「Yup. I thought it would be better to leave it to an expert. Besides… I’m kind of too lazy to butcher the whole thing, haha.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahahaha! I know what you feel! Don’t worry, leave it to me! So… how about 8,000 reas?」(Ells)


  「Eh? Are you sure? I’m okay even if you make it cheaper, you know?」(Sarasa)


  To be honest the fur and the meat are useless things for me, so actually, I don’t mind even if Ells-san wanted it free.


  「No problem. Smoked meat is popular among the Collectors these days, so it sells pretty well. If we processed the meat properly, it’s quite delicious, you know?」(Ells)


  「Heeー I see. Well then, do you want me to bring it to the hut now?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, please.」(Ells)


  Ells-san’s husband, Jasper-san, is a hunter, so they had a small hut for doing butchering work behind their house.


  Basically, Jasper-san seemed to hunt alone, so he rarely brought big prey home.
 That’s why the hut was small, but it looked like I could still put the giant bear’s corpse inside.


  I moved the corpse and pushed it into the hut.


  Although I had removed some parts of the body, this chunk of meat still weighed more than 100 kg.
 Even Ells-san, who had the body of a sumo wrestler, would have trouble moving it to the hut, so I couldn’t just say, “Ells-san, thanks for the money! Adios!” and then leave.


  Hm? How can a fragile girl like me move a 100 kg corpse, you ask?
 Of course, with body strengthening magic!


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  After I returned from Ells-san’s house, I hung the『Please ring the bell if you have business』sign on the door, got inside the store, and locked the door.


  I installed the bell about a week ago so that I could work in the workshop even during business hours.
 Waiting for customers at the back of the counter was just wasting time after all.
 Besides, there were only a few customers who came to my store.


  Well, I can do simple work while waiting for customers at the counter, but for making potions, processing materials, and forging stuff, I have to use the workshop.
 Besides, I also have to maintain the herb field because I can only do that during the day.


  If the number of customers increases in the future, hiring someone to manage the store might be a good idea.


  「Alright, let’s process it quickly!」


  For the nails, washing them is enough, but for the other parts, I have to process them carefully, otherwise their value would drop.
 Especially the heart, liver, and eyes were difficult to process.


  「But I’m surprised at myself. I can’t believe a girl like me can be used to this grotesque work…」


  When I was at school, many students felt sick when we were doing this ‘processing organs of a corpse’ kinda job.


  In my case, I didn’t feel sick, but I remember that I was trembling in fear when I was processing the corpse.


  However, that was only at the beginning.
 After a while, all of us got used to it, and we were able to take out internal organs from the corpses without changing our expression.


  No, wait… I think ‘all of us’ is a bit too exaggerated.


  If I’m not mistaken, there were some students who dropped out because they were not able to get used to it.
 The school wasn’t soft enough to let people who said, “I’m scared” or “that’s disgusting” to graduate.


  Well, there were girls who said, “I’m sca~red” cutely, tho.
 But they were just trying to be cute in front of the boys.


  What I meant by students who dropped out were the ones who didn’t even touch the corpse and who passed out after seeing the corpse.


  Ahh, I remember there was a very smart girl in my class who dropped out just because she couldn’t stand grotesque things.
 I feel sorry for her…


  But, she seemed to be from a wealthy family, so she should be okay even though she couldn’t become an alchemist.


  For orphan students like me, we must graduate no matter what, or else, it would be difficult for us to make a living.


  「ーーUn! The process is now complete!」


  The heart and the eyeball were stored in a bottle, and the rest of the materials were dried.
 Now they would last for quite a long time and I don’t have to be worried the quality will drop.


  Actually, I’m good at processing materials like this because Master often ordered me to do this kind of job when I worked part-time at her store.


  「Wait…… Could it be… Master made me open this store because…..」


  Master said, “If you get some rare materials, send them to me”, but if I couldn’t process materials this well, there’s no way she would ask me to do that.


  So… since I was working at her store, Master planned to send me to this village…?


  She often ordered me to process materials at her store… Maybe it was to train me so that I could do it really well… and then she sent me to this village so that I could send her rare materials…?


  「…….Nah… Maybe I’m just thinking too much.」


  Purchasing materials is important.
 If you don’t know how to process them, you can’t purchase materials that can deteriorate.
 That’s why Master taught me how to do it.
 Un. I’m sure that’s the case.
 There’s no ulterior motive behind that. Un. I’m sure of it.


  「Alright. Now, what should I do with these materials? Hmm…」


  I can make a potion using them, but it’s not the most needed type of potion, so most likely no one will buy it.


  In the first place, its price is not on the level that ordinary villagers can afford.


  「Well, I can make it just for getting experience, but… if I’m not selling stuff soon, my financial situation will get worse.」


  I couldn’t use all the materials that were stored in my workshop because I could only sell a few items at my store for now.


  My store’s current situation is likeー materials keep increasing while cash keeps decreasing.
 If I don’t sell some of them to a retailer soon, I’ll be running out of money.


  The first candidate for a retailer was in the town called “South Strugg”, which was the closest town to this village.
 It was about two days away by foot.


  When I came to this village, I walked from there because the last destination of the carriage I rode was that town.
 Therefore, I know what kind of town it is.


  Compared to the royal capital, it was just a small town.
 However, it was quite large compared to other places in this remote area.


  Ah, by the way, it’s too late for me to tell you this, but the village where I live now is called “Yok Village”.
 However, people rarely use that name.
 That’s why I didn’t know about this village at all when I saw the information about my store from the catalogue at the school. (Chapter 4 part 3)


  Most people didn’t know if you asked them, “Do you know where Yok Village is?”, but if you asked them, “Do you know the small village near the Great Sea of Trees?” they would definitely answer, “Ahh! That village, huh?”


  Even the villagers themselves rarely use its name.
 However, I don’t think there’s a villager who doesn’t know the name of the village they live in.
 …..There’s no one like that, right?


  Well, because it’s a little-known village, I think I should go to the alchemy store in South Strugg and talk to the owner so that they know there’s also an alchemy store in Yok Village.


  If I showed up at their store once, I might be able to ask another person to transport my goods later on without worries.


  For example… Hmm… Lorea-chan’s dad, Daruna-san, the general store owner.
 He usually went to South Strugg to purchase goods, so I could just ask him to transport my goods to the alchemy store in that town every time he went there.


  However, he knows nothing about alchemy, so the alchemist who owned the store in that town might take advantage of it and manipulate the price.
 But if I, an alchemist, visit their store first and tell them that Daruna-san will be my representative, they’d have to think twice before they cheat.


  Because I’m still young, they might underestimate me, tho.
 But if that happens, I won’t hesitate to borrow Master’s power!
 Yes, I’ll tell them that I’m a student of a master-class alchemist named Ophelia!


  「Alright! Let’s do it!」


  After I decided to do so, I took the backpack I got from Master, and started packing the materials I would sell to that store.


  South Strugg Town, here I go!


  


  South Strugg is a big town on the edge of the region.


  And my destination is a fancy cafe in a corner of the town.


  Yes! A cafe!


  Eh? ‘Didn’t you come here to sell materials’, you ask?
 Yeah, but the alchemy store can wait.


  First, I want to eat something delicious!


  「Looks like the food will be expensive, but it’s okay once in a while, right~?」


  While muttering alone, I entered the cafe excitedly.


  Because it was lunchtime, the store was a little crowded.


  A waitress immediately approached me and saidー


  「Welcome. It’s crowded now, so would you please wait for a while?」


  「No problem.」


  After that, she guided me to an empty table.


  Because it was a relatively large store, there were still several seats available even though it was crowded.


  While waiting, I took a look at the menu.


  「I wonder what kind of tea they have……. Wow, there are so many kinds! Let’s see, umm~……」


  You might be wondering, “Eh? Why didn’t the poor Sarasa-chan say, ‘Geh! So expensive!’?”
 I know, right?
 Normally, I would have said that, but since I knew it would be expensive, I wasn’t surprised.


  「I want to eat sweets, but it’s lunchtime, so…. I think I’ll order this『Lightly baked bread with cheese and vegetables』.」


  I don’t know what it looks like but it sounds delicious.


  「The price is 150 reas, huh? …….Mumumu… Since I’ve entered this place, I mustn’t hesitate to use my money! Let’s order a fruitcake too!」


  In the end, I spent five times more money than usual for buying lunch.


  But I have no regrets!


  Well, I still have money, but I think I should hold back from buying expensive things for a while.


   


  After waiting for several minutes, the waitress finally came to take my order.


  I looked around the store again while waiting for my food.


  The inside of the store was very clean.
 There were potted plants and paintings decorating the interior, and beautiful curtains on the windows.
 It looked like the owner really thought about the importance of the atmosphere inside the store.


  It was really different from an ordinary dining hall.
 Well, it’s a cafe after all.


  Since the interior was costly and hard to clean, it seems that this store wouldn’t allow people with dirty shoes to enter.


  On the other hand, Diral-san’s dining hall was full of Collectors who came with mud and dirt on their shoes.
 Of course she always does her best to clean up the place, but when there was a Collector with terrible dirt all over their body, she would say, “Go wash your body first!” and kicked them out of her dining hall.


  「This store’s atmosphere is nice. I want to imitate it, but… I think it’ll be difficult. Hmm… Maybe I can start with decorating my store with potted plants first?」


  Since my customers were mainly Collectors, it might be difficult to create this kind of atmosphere.
 And if I put paintings on the wall, customers might ask, “What kind of artifact are these?”


  The only decoration I have in my store is the beautiful curtains I made on the windows.


  「And maybe, I will put something like a cute table in my store in the future.」


  Recently, Lorea-chan came to my store more frequently.
 If I have a table, we will be able to have a tea party and relax a little more while chatting about my life in the royal capital.


  Yeah. Buying a table might be a good idea.
 But, I wonder if Lorea-chan will stop coming if I have nothing else to tell her about the royal capital…
 No, no. We’re friends! I’m sure she will still come like usual!


  Maybe I should buy her a souvenir to increase our friendship level?


  But… Daruna-san (Lorea’s dad) comes to this town frequently, right?
 So there’s probably nothing that can make Lorea-chan happy in this town.


  「Thank you for waiting.」


  While I was thinking, the waitress onee-san brought me the food I ordered.


  She arranged it on the table and smiled at me.


  「Please, enjoy your meal~」


  「Yes. Thank you.」


  After that, she bowed once and left.


  Hooー As expected from an expensive cafe.
 The customer service is so polite.
 It’s so different from Diral-san’s, “Here’s your meal”.


  Ahh~ maybe I’ll also do this kind of service at my stoー
 Nah… I don’t think it’s needed.
 My customers are only villagers and Collectors after all.


  Alright, let’s leave that aside for now.


  It’s chow time!


  「Heeー so this is ‘lightly-baked bread’, huh?」


  I looked at it closely.


  The bread itself wasn’t that special.
 Even though I didn’t have an oven, I could make it easily with a frying pan.


  ーーNo, wait. I forgot I still don’t have a stove…


  「The toppings are vegetables, cheese, and… small pieces of meat? And this red sauce looks unusual. Hmm…」


  The look was normal except for the sauce.


  Curious about the taste, I cut it into a bite-sized piece with a knife and fork, and brought it into my mouth.


  「*munch munch* …..Mmm~ This is good!」


  It was more delicious than I imagined from its appearance.


  There was nothing special about the vegetables and meat, but the rich taste from the cheese and the sour yet sweet taste from the sauce match very well with the ingredients.


  I think even if you use a poorly-baked bread, you still can make it as delicious as you use well-baked bread if you use this sauce.


  「No doubt that this is a tomato sauce, but it seems they also use some spices to make it… Hmm… It’s difficult to know what kind of spice they used.」


  I wish I could eat this delicious bread even when I was in my village, but I’m not particularly good at cooking, so I can’t imitate the taste of this sauce.


  However, an alchemist is good at analyzing, so I might be able to analyze the spices used to make this sauce.


  「After selling materials, let’s buy all the spices I can get in this town before going home! Ah, maybe I should buy cheese too since it’s hard to get in the village. Alright, now it’s time to try the tea and the fruitcake.」


  I took a sip of the tea, and took a bite of the fruitcake.


  「The tea is… normal. Nothing special. The fruitcake is… I don’t know how to describe it…」


  It’s not that they taste bad.
 However, the tea and sweets I’ve eaten at Master’s store were much more delicious.


  I remember that time, Maria-san always made sweets for us.


  So that means Maria-san is more amazing than this store’s patissiere?
 Or maybe this store’s patissiere’s skill is below decent?


  「There are many people eating here, so I don’t think the patissiere is bad. Or maybe, these customers just came to enjoy this store’s nice atmosphere and don’t care about the taste?」


  For me, the taste wasn’t bad at all, but I think the price is a little too expensive for the taste.


  I’m not saying that I won’t come again, but the taste wasn’t good enough to make me want to visit one more time.
 Of course, the ‘lightly-baked bread’ was an exception.


  Well, if I happen to visit again in the future, maybe the tea and the cake will become better than now.
 Who knows?


  After I finished my meals and enjoyed my time in the cafe, I headed for the alchemy store.


  


  「There are two alchemist store in this town, right?」


  I heard about it from a Collector who came to my store.


  One was near the town gate that led to Yok Village.
 The other one was in the area that was a little off from the town square.


  According to the Collector, those two stores have no difference, but the Collectors from Yok Village often chose to go to the one that was near the gate.


  「Since I’m close to the gate, let’s go check out that one first.」


  After walking for a few minutes, I could see the store.


  It was about the same size as my store, but of course, it wasn’t as cheap as my store because the price of the land in a village was different from a town.
 Considering that, the owner must be an independent alchemist who was training at someone’s store and earning money there first before they opened this store, unlike me who opened a store as soon as I graduated.


  But, umm… why is the area around the store a little dirty?
 Or is it normal for a store in a town?
 No… Master’s store is always clean. If she sees this store, she might yell at the owner and make them clean it.


  After observing the store building, I pushed its old door and went inside.


  「Welcome.」


  When I entered, a slightly unfriendly voice of a man welcomed me.


  It seems the man was about 30 years old or younger.


  His gaze bugs me, but anyway, let’s take a look at this store’s products.


  The items sold were basically potions.
 The line up wasn’t much different from my store.


  There were also artifacts, but not many.
 Maybe this store basically made artifacts by order?


  There were no products that required advanced skill and technology to make.
 Perhaps because they don’t sell very well, or… the store owner’s skill as an alchemist is not that good?


  ……Oh well, let’s talk to him.


  I decided not to think too much about that and walked to the counter.


  「Excuse me, sir. Would you like to buy my materials?」(Sarasa)


  「Hm? Show me.」(store owner)


  I took out a bottle containing an Anger Bear’s heart from my bag and put it on the counter.


  He grabbed it and looked at it closely.
 Then, he squinted and with a dissatisfied look he saidー


  「It’s old and not well processed. 12,000 reas.」(store owner)


  Huuhh!?
 Old, he said? Not well processed, he said!?


  Ho, hooー I see now.
 He’s messing around with me, huh?


  I held my dissatisfaction and put the next item on the counter.


  「ーーHow about this?」(Sarasa)


  This time was the liver.


  「This one is worse than the heart. 8,000 reas. So 20,000 in total. Is that okay?」(store owner)


  Of course not!


  This man…
 Is he seriously messing around with me?


  I took both bottles quickly from his hands and put them in my backpack.


  「Sorry to disturb you. Excuse me.」(Sarasa)


  Then, I hurriedly left the store.


  「Aa! Oi, wait!」(store owner)


  As if I’ll wait!


  After walking quickly on the street for a while, I looked back.


  ーーFiuh… Looks like he’s not following me.


  「The heck is that store!? That was the worst store I ever visited! …… I don’t think there are still Collectors from my village who sell their materials to that store anymore since they can sell them to me now. Still, I think I should warn them about that store…」


  I can’t let that man cheat the Collectors!
 I’ll tell them how bad that store is!


  It’s not that because he irritated me, it’s for the Collectors’ sake, okay?


  「But… I never thought there are still bad alchemists nowadays… Did he think I’m stupid, huh?」


  Maybe he thought that I’m just a girl who happened to find an Anger Bear’s heart and liver somewhere.


  If he knew that I’m an alchemist but still had that attitude, then he was just a fool.


  And his gaze… Was he trying to intimidate me a little with that gaze?
 He didn’t make me nervous at all, tho.


  Jasper-san (Ells-san’s husband) is many times more intimidating than him.


  When Ells-san introduced him to me, I stepped back without realizing because of his intimidating aura.


  If Ells-san had never introduced her husband, I would probably run away if I happened to meet him on the street at night.


  He is actually a nice person, tho.


  Wait, why am I thinking about Jasper-san now?


  「Anyway, I have to go to the other one… But… According to Collectors, the two stores in this town aren’t any different from each other, right…? So… the other one is also a bad store? Uhh… Still, I hope it will be a nice store…」


  Feeling a little depressed, I started walking toward the other alchemist store.


  
  Chapter 12 : Selling The Materials Ⅱ


  I headed for another store with a little anxiety.


  This one was a little bigger, and the area around the store was clean, there was no trash at all.


  If Master was here, I’m sure she wouldn’t complain.


  「Un. This seems promising.」


  After seeing how clean the store building was, my mood became a little better, and I entered the store with a lighter step.


  「Welcomeー」


  When I opened the door, a woman around 40 years old welcomed me.


  She greeted me with a gentle smile, so I bowed down and also smiled at her.


  「Good afternoon. Would you mind if I take a look around the store?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, please take your time.」(storekeeper)


  The products’ lineup wasn’t so different from the first store, but the types of potions were more varied.


  There were also slimming medicine and… sunscreen?


  Hmm… I wonder if sunscreen will sell in my village.
 Because I don’t think there are farmers who are worried about being sunburned.
 Since they work outside all the time, I think they’re already used to sunlight.


  Well, I might be wrong.
 There might be farmers who hate sunlight.
 However, applying sunscreen every time they wanted to go to their field would be difficult since it’s not a cheap product.
 Originally, sunscreen was a product for rich people after all.


  The artifacts sold were hats, shawls, and many other women’s items.
 Depending on the function, maybe I can also sell things like these at my store.


  However, the problem is how to design and how to get the original items.
 There are no craftsmen who specialized in making women’s items after all.


  Well, I can still make hats and shawls by myself, but I don’t think they will be good enough to use as primary components.


  ーーAlright, I think that’s enough for window shopping.


  Let’s talk to the store keeper and see if she is a good person or not.


  I approached the counter and took out a jar with the Anger Bear’s heart.


  「Excuse me. Would you want to buy this?」(Sarasa)


  「Hoo… Anger Bear’s heart, huh? Hmm… It’s fresh and well processed. How about 120,000 reas?」(storekeeper)


  「Eh…? Isn’t that too much?」(Sarasa)


  It was 20% higher than I expected.


  Indeed I don’t want her to buy my materials with a low price, but if the price she offers was way higher than the market price, I can’t help but to be suspicious of this store keeper.


  「It’s really hard to get this kind of material these days, so I think it’s a fair price. By the way, are you an alchemist?」


  「I see… And yes, I’m an alchemist from Yok Village.」(Sarasa)


  「Yok?」(storekeeper)


  「If I said, “a village near the Great Sea of Trees”, would you understand?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah! So you’re from that village!? Ojou-chan, you’re a lifesaver, you know?」(storekeeper)


  「Eh? What do you mean?」(Sarasa)


  「Since the old man closed his store, I had trouble getting this kinds of good materials.」(storekeeper)


  「The old man? Ah, the previous owner of my store? I see. So that’s also a reason why the price is high?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. We are short on good materials here. Moreover, this Anger Bear’s heart is really fresh. You must have processed it as soon as it was killed, right? Getting materials this good is hard, you know?」(storekeeper)


  Certainly, there aren’t many opportunities to get an Anger Bear’s heart with this quality.


  It was thanks to Andre-san finding the bear near the village.


  「You’re still young but very skilled. I’m impressed. By the way, where were you trained?」(storekeeper)


  「Umm… I used to work part-time at Ophelia Millis’ store. She’s my master.」(Sarasa)


  I feel like it’s been a really long time since the last time I said Master’s name.


  Hearing the name, the storekeeper made a surprised look with her eyes wide open.


  「Ehh!? Ophelia Millis!? That legendary Ophelia-sama!?」(storekeeper)


  「Legendary? M, Maybe? She is a master-class alchemist.」(Sarasa)


  「Oh my god…! But… why is Ophelia-sama’s disciple opening a store in such remote area?」(storekeeper)


  She’s being skeptical now…
 I’m not lying, okay?


  Normally, after graduating from school, we would train at someone’s store for a while before opening our own store.
 But I feel like it will be troublesome if I tell her, “I opened a store right after graduating”, so let’s be careful and not tell her unnecessary things.


  「W, Well, my master sent me to open a store here so that I could send her rare materials. She also told me the area near the Great Sea of Trees is a good place to train…」(Sarasa)


  「Heeー Being a disciple of a master-class alchemist seems pretty tough.」(storekeeper)


  Saying that, the storekeeper smiled bitterly.


  Perhaps, I made it sound as if Master had thrown me away to this remote area.


  「Ah, I also kinda wanted to train here, so…」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? I see… You’re still young, but very ambitious! Un! I’m starting to like you.」(storekeeper)


  「A, Ahaha… Thank you.」(Sarasa)


  Well, I never thought I would have a store in this remote area, though.


  「I’m Leonora, this store’s owner. And you?」(storekeeper)


  「I’m Sarasa, the current owner of the alchemist store in Yok Village. I hope we will become good business partners.」(Sarasa)


  「Me too. If a skilled alchemist like Sarasa takes over the old man’s store, maybe the number of Collectors in your village will increase.」(Leonora)


  「Ahaha. I hope so.」(Sarasa)


  There were many materials that needed to be processed by an alchemist immediately after they were collected, otherwise the quality would drop significantly.


  Since the previous owner of my store left the village, the Collectors had no choice but to transport their materials to this town.
 However, it took several days to reach this town, and of course, it would affect the quality of the materials.


  Therefore, many Collectors have left the village to look for another place with an alchemy store nearby.


  「Managing a store may be a little difficult at first, but I’m sure you’ll be fine. Ahh… I remember when I opened a store for the first time, I had serious financial problems. Sarasa, if you have any problems, you can talk to me. I’ll help you as much as possible.」(Leonora)


  「Thank you very much!」(Sarasa)


  「Well, I think you’ll be just fine since you’re skillful enough to process this heart. Oh, right. If you have an Anger Bear’s heart, you also have other parts, right?」(Leonora)


  「Yup. Wait a sec.」(Sarasa)


  Aside from Anger Bear’s materials, I also took out other materials I brought, and lined them up on the counter.


  As I lined them up, Leonora-san picked them and examined them one by one.


  「Why is there only one eye?」(Leonora)


  「Ahh, because it was shot in the eye.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Un. You have processed them really well. They’re all in good condition…. By the way, your backpack is an artifact, isn’t it?」(Leonora)


  「Yes. My master made it for me.」(Sarasa)


  This is my favorite gift from Master.
 Of course, I’ll never sell it.


  「Heeー Ophelia-sama’s hand made artifact, huh? That’s a very high grade artifact. As expected of a master-class alchemist….. So, you wanna sell all of these materials?」(Leonora)


  「Yes. Also, there are some materials I would like to purchase.」(Sarasa)


  As I read out the memo I took out from my pocket, Leonora-san picked the materials from the shelves and lined them up on the counter.


  It seems she has all the materials I need.
 Well, as expected from a town alchemy store.


  After calculating the difference between the price of the materials I sold and the materials I bought, I had 380,000 surplus.


  The Anger Bear materials were unexpectedly sold at a very high price.


  


  「Leonora-san, thank you very much. You’re also my lifesaver, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? What do you mean?」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san, who was storing the materials I sold on the shelf behind the counter, looked back at me and tilted her head.


  「I heard that there’s no big difference between two alchemist stores in this town, but compared to the other one, your store is heaven!」(Sarasa)


  「Aah… that guy’s store, huh? So you visited there first? What happened there?」(Leonora)


  For some reason, Leonora-san made a face full of interest.


  「Yeah. You know what? He wanted to buy the heart for 12,000 reas… ten times cheaper than the price you offered… 」(Sarasa)


  After I said that with a bitter smile, Leonora-san burst into laughter.


  「Bwahahaha! What a jerk!」(Leonora)


  「This isn’t a laughing matter… If you were a jerk like him, I had planned to go to another town.」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha, I won’t stop you if you wanna go, but it’s quite far away, you know? Rather than go to another town, wouldn’t it be better if you sell your materials to your master?」(Leonora)


  「Yeah, I also thought about it if I can’t sell them at your store.」(Sarasa)


  Master told me to send her rare materials.


  However, Anger Bear materials were not that rare, actually.
 But if they are fresh and good quality like the ones I sold to Leonora-san, maybe Master wants to buy them.
 Maybe…


  Well, it doesn’t matter anymore, though.


  「I don’t want to say bad things about other alchemists, but as far as I heard, that guy seems to be a little greedy.」(Leonora)


  「’A little’, huh? 12,000 reas is not even 1/5th the market price, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Haha, I know. That guy evaluates people by their appearance, so maybe he thought that Sarasa could be deceived easily.」(Leonora)


  「As I thought… he looked at me as easy prey, huh…?」(Sarasa)


  When I made a stern look and shrugged, Leonora-san laughed again.


  「Ahahaha! Thanks to that, I got good materials from you. I’m glad that he was so dumb!」(Leonora)


  「Oh, well, since I will never go to his store again, he doesn’t matter anymore for me. By the way, Leonora-san, I will have my representative come to your store next time, is that okay?」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh, you can’t visit here every time, huh? Well, your village is quite far after all. Okay, I understand. Of course, I will trade with your representative at a reasonable price. I hope we will have a good business relationship.」(Leonora)


  「Yes!」(Sarasa)


  After I nodded, we both shook each other’s hands.


  Ahh, I’m glad it’s going well.


  I can’t take days off very often, so I need to ask Daruna-san to act as my representative.
 Of course, I would pay him well.


  「By the way, did you come to this town by riding a horse? Because there’s no carriage that goes to that village.」(Leonora)


  「Ah, no. I ran. Well, it took me half a day, but it was faster than riding a horse. Besides, I can’t afford a horse…」(Sarasa)


  Other than being expensive, taking care of a horse is very troublesome and time-consuming.


  Even if I bought a horse, it would be slower than me running, so it would be useless.


  Well, if I didn’t have the backpack from Master that could store a lot of things, I might consider buying a horse.


  「I see… Running, huh?…….Wait, wait. Running!? Moreover, only half a day!?」(Leonora)


  「Ah, of course I wasn’t just running normally, I used physical strengthening magic. Actually, I’m not very good at it, so I had to take a break every two hours…」(Sarasa)


  If only I could maintain it twice as long as I can now, I would be able to go and return in just a day, but I couldn’t do it even if I also drank physical strengthening potions.


  If I go back now, the sun will set when I’m still on the way.


  I really want to avoid running on the road at night alone even though this is a relatively safe region.


  「No, no. Even though you took breaks, maintaining body strengthening for hours is very hard to do, you know?」(Leonora)


  「Eh? But my master can do it while doing alchemy for a whole day without breaking a sweat, though?」(Sarasa)


  「Don’t compare normal alchemists with master-class ones! Normally, we can only maintain it for a few tens of seconds, or for a few minutes at the longest, you know!?」(Leonora)


  Being stared at by Leonora-san who was making an amazed face, I turned my face away.


  Umm… I said that I’m not good at it, but commonly, it seems that I’m in the category of people who are good at it.


  「W, Well… once you get used to it, you will be able to do it unconsciously, you know? Maybe… But of course you will get tired and need to take breaks.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa… Not everyone can do that, you know? Now I’m convinced why Ophelia-sama made you her disciple.」(Leonora)


  「A, Ahh… But, look! I have a thin body. Well, I’ve been training a little recently, but still…」(Sarasa)


  I bent my arms, taking a pose like a bodybuilder, but my biceps didn’t show at all.
 They were as soft as a marshmallow. As if there was no result from training at all.


  Hmm… maybe just exercising in the morning and evening isn’t enough?


  「Eeehhh~~~ Please stop training your body!! Your cuteness will go to waste if you become a macho girl!」(Leonora)


  「C, Cute you say? Ehehe~ But don’t worry, I also don’t wanna be macho. I just want to improve my muscle strength a little. It’ll be easier to do things if I have more strength.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Well, indeed you look like a person who did nothing but studying.」(Leonora)


  Exactly.


  Other than practical training, all I’ve been doing is studying when I was at school.


  Compared to me, Leonora-san was a little big and looked quite well-built.


  「Leonora-san, do you train quite often?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, yeah. You know? I used to go collecting materials myself. Ah, but you better not imitate me. The Great Sea of Trees is not a place for beginners to enter, after all.」(Leonora)


  「I know, don’t worry.」(Sarasa)


  Collecting materials by herself, huh… Leonora-san must be quite an active alchemist.


  Regardless of whether I’ll go collecting materials myself, I might as well train my body a little.


  I’m happy that she said I’m cute, but I hate it when someone looks down at me like the guy from the previous store.


  Also, it might be good if I’m able to use a weapon, khufufu~


  「By the way, Leonora-san, do you know a good inn where I can stay a night safely in this town?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you’re going to spend a night in this town, huh? Well, running on the road at night is dangerous after all. Hmm… Sarasa, how about staying at my place? I still have a room up there.」(Leonora)


  After thinking for a moment, Leonora-san pointed up to the ceiling.


  I see. So this building’s second story is a living space like my store’s.


  「Eh? Can I…?」(Sarasa)


  「If you were a man, I couldn’t let you stay here, tho. But Sarasa is a cute girl, so it’s completely fine. You’ll be my business partner from now on, so you don’t have to hesitate. I’ll let you stay here for free.」(Leonora)


  「That would be great, but…」(Sarasa)


  「Okay, how about you also let me stay at your place when I go to your village?」(Leonora)


  「Are you planning to visit my village?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, I won’t be going for now, though.」(Leonora)


  And I’m sure she won’t be going either in the future.


  As long as I come to sell materials to her, she doesn’t have to come to my place after all.


  But since she doesn’t seem to mind if I stay here, let’s gratefully accept her offer.
 Besides, I don’t wanna spend money on an inn, to be honest.


  「Alright then, I’ll be in your care tonight. Thank you very much.」(Sarasa)


  「Please don’t mind it. It’s nothing more than me supporting the younger generation. Besides, I also want to hear about Ophelia-sama from you~」(Leonora)


  「Ahh, I see. Okay~」(Sarasa)


   


  In the end, I ended up staying at Leonora-san’s store.


  I spent my night there listening about this town from her, and telling stories about Master to her.


  Ah, by the way, I also told her about the cafe where I had lunch today.
 She said that not only the atmosphere, but also all the menus there were wonderful.


  However, I told her that there’s nothing special about the taste of the cake and tea I ordered.


  「The sweets made by a female employee at Master’s store were a lot more delicious, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Is that so? As expected from a person who works at a master-class alchemist’s store! She’s on a whole different level!」(Leonora)


  I think Maria-san is just special, though.
 The other employees were average after all…


  Well, that Maria-san for you.


  


  -The next day-


  After I left Leonora-san’s place early in the morning, I went to the morning market to buy cheese, spices, and delicious food that caught my eyes.


  After that, I return to my village with light steps.


  Even though my steps are light, my wallet is heavy now thanks to Leonora-san buying my materials at a high price!


  I have no regrets for coming to that town!


   


  I arrived at the village before noon.


  It was so quick considering that I spent my time in the morning market.
 Quicker than when I left for the town.


  Well, the downhill path might also affect my running speed, though.


  Since I arrived early, I wanted to open my store immediately.


  I removed the『Closed』sign and opened the door.


  I don’t know if there will be customers coming, but taking a break while waiting at the counter seems to be a good idea.


  「Oh, right. Let’s make a poster.」


  I wanted to warn the Collectors that the storekeeper of the alchemy store near the South Strugg town gate might scam them.


  I’m not doing it because I have a personal grudge against him, okay?
 I just want to give my customers useful information.


  「But… I need a bulletin board to put the poster on. Hmm…」


  I can just stick it on the wall, but it won’t look pretty.


  I want to make my store look good even if it won’t be as good as the cafe I visited yesterday.


  But… I don’t know how to make a good bulletin board.


  「Maybe I should ask Geberg-san to make it?」


  From the cute signboard he made for my store, I knew Geberg-san was also good at designing.


  Un. Let’s go ask him!
 If I said, “Please make a bulletin board that fits my store’s atmosphere”, I’m sure it will turn out really good! ーRight?


  「In addition… maybe I’ll also ask him to make me a table and a bed… no, maybe two beds.」


  Leonora-san might visit my store with a companion in the future, so it’s better to have two extra beds.


  Well, I know it’s unlikely to happen, but if she really happened to come here, I couldn’t just say, “I’m sorry I don’t have extra beds. Please enjoy your night on the floor.”


  「If I’m gonna have two additional beds, I have to make two mattresses, then. I still have a lot of cotton, and for the cloths…. Ahh… Let’s use the environment adjusting cloths since they don’t sell at all… I hope they will, though…」


  Daruna-san gave me a lot of cotton as gratitude. (Chapter 8 part 3)
 I think it will be enough to make two mattresses.


  Oh, that’s right!
 Because my mattress was sky blue, let’s make the other two in light pink and light green!


  Also, let’s match the color of the curtains with the mattresses!


  The curtains in my room were pink even though my mattress was sky blue, but I thought it would be better if I used the curtains of the same color as the mattress in each room.


  I’m not good at designing, but let’s make it happen anyway!


  “Coordinating the second floor’s rooms” operation began!


  「Mufufufu~ This is gonna be fun~」


  「Sarasa-san…?」


  When I was lost in thought, suddenly, I felt someone tap my shoulder.


  「Ha,!? Lo, Lorea-chan? Since when were you here?」(Sarasa)


  「I called you as I entered, you know? But you just kept quiet.」(Lorea)


  I didn’t notice it at all.


  Maybe I should make an artifact that makes a sound when the door is opeー no… since I didn’t even notice Lorea-chan’s voice, it would be meaningless…


  I made an awkward expression, but Lorea-chan didn’t mind it and smiled at me.


  「Welcome back, Sarasa-san. You came back so early.」(Lorea)


  「Un. My business went smoothly, after all. Oh, right! I have food as gift, you wanna eat it?」(Sarasa)


  Because I went out just for doing business, it would be a little off if I bought expensive souvenirs, so I just bought fruits that are rarely available in this village.


  Their shape was a sphere with about 5 cm in diameter, and covered with a slightly hard green skin.
 They didn’t look very delicious, but when I tried them for the first time, they tasted very sweet.


  Of course, we had to peel the hard skin first before we could eat them.


  「Waah!」(Lorea)


  「Ah, wait a sec.」(Sarasa)


  Because it was hard to peel, I made several horizontal cuts on the skin with a knife so that Lorea-chan could peel it off easily.


  「Thank you very much!」(Lorea)


  Then, I took one for myself, peeled it off, and took a bite.


  U~mm! It’s really sweet~!


  By the way I bought 15 of them for 100 reas (discount after negotiating included).


  It might be a little extravagant to eat them every day, but it’s okay once in a while, right?


  Lorea-chan also loosened her cheeks after taking a bite.


  「Sweet~~ Delicious~~~ It’s been a while since the last time I ate it. My dad sometimes bought them but not very often.」(Lorea)


  Seeing Lorea-chan smiling while eating it, I’m glad I bought these fruits.


  「By the way, Sarasa-san, did something happen? You look really happy.」(Lorea)


  「Do I? Actually, I’m thinking about making two more mattresses and curtains.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, are you going to sell them?」(Lorea)


  「Nope. Since there are still many empty rooms on the second floor, I want to make another two bedrooms for anyone who might be staying here. Besides… I want to make those cloths useful since they don’t sell…」(Sarasa)


  While smiling bitterly, I pointed at the remaining environment adjusting cloths on the shelf.


  「If everyone knew how comfortable sleeping using it was, maybe they would want to buy it, but… I don’t know… since the price was very expensive…」(Lorea)


  Considering the income of the people in this village, the price might be too expensive.


  Even one sheet of them was more expensive than several cotton-filled mattresses.


  「By the way, is there someone planning to stay here?」(Lorea)


  「No one…. But if I don’t prepare the beds now, it would be troublesome later if someone happens to need to stay at my place, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you’re right… Do you need my help? Making two mattresses by yourself would be very difficult.」(Lorea)


  「That would be really helpful. But… don’t you need to look after the general store?」(Sarasa)


  「My mom is in the store right now, so it’s fine! Besides, my family doesn’t have a big field, so we’re not that busy.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan’s family has a field, but it was just a small family vegetable garden, so Lorea-chan’s help wasn’t needed.


  If she were born in a farmer’s family, her parents would tell her to help out in the field all the time.


  However, since her family’s business was a general store, she was free as long as her parents were at home.


  But when her parents went shopping in another town, she needed to take care of the store until they came back.


  「I see. Alright, as my gratitude, Lorea-chan, let’s go to Diral-san’s dining hall! I’ll pay for your lunch. You can order whatever you like as much as you want! All you can eat!」(Sarasa)


  「Eh!? All I can eat!? Are you sure?」(Lorea)


  「Of course!」(Sarasa)


  「Thank you very much! I’ll gladly help, then!」(Lorea)


  For me, Diral-san’s food was quite cheap, but it wasn’t cheap enough for Lorea-san who only got pocket money from her parents to eat whatever she wanted.


  That’s why, “all you can eat” seems to be a very tempting reward for her.


  「Sarasa-san, let’s go now!」(Lorea)


  「Okay, okay~」(Sarasa)


  After I put the『Lunch Break』sign on the front door and locked the door, Lorea-chan pulled my hand, and we walked together to Diral-san’s place.


  Seeing her so happy, I smiled unintentionally.


  
  Chapter 13 : Coming From Afar Ⅰ


  Even though I said she could eat as much as she wanted, Lorea-chan is a girl, so she couldn’t eat that much.
 Therefore, I ended up only having to pay three times more than my usual lunch cost.
 I thought I would be paying more than that.


  By the way, we met with Geberg-san who happened to come to eat at the dining hall.
 I told him that I needed two beds, a table, and a bulletin board.


  After having lunch, Lorea-chan and I returned to my store to make mattresses.


  「Lorea-chan, can I leave the making of the bed cover to you?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, leave it to me! This will be my second time, so I think I can do it a little better now.」(Lorea)


  「You made it pretty good last time, so you should be good this time too. However, stuffing the cotton into the cover will be a little tricky, so I’ll help you with it later. But first, let’s make the curtains!」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


  As I taught her how to make a curtain, we sewed the cloth together.


  Honestly, using an environment adjusting cloth to make curtains is such a waste, but I’m too lazy to dye cloth.
 Besides… they don’t sell anyway…


   


  We proceeded with the work leisurely while chatting and having tea.


  Sometimes Collectors came to my store as we worked, so I had to leave Lorea-chan alone from time to time, but before we realized it, we had worked until the sun went down.


  「Lorea-chan, it’s getting dark, shouldn’t you go home now?」(Sarasa)


  「Uhh… I want to complete it before going home, though…」(Lorea)


  The work is more than half done, but I don’t think we can finish it soon.


  「Umm. Lorea-chan, you can stay here if you want. I will serve you dinner.」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? I’ll go tell my dad, then!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan got up and immediately ran to her home.


  「…..Looks like she really wants to stay here…」(Sarasa)


  Well, staying at a friend’s house is an exciting experience after all.
 I’ve never experienced it, though…


  I want to give her a delicious meal for dinner, but…
 The only things I can serve are fruits and cheese I bought at South Strugg.
 Also, I don’t have a stove yet!


  Hmm…
 I can create hot water with magic, but it’s only enough to make tea.


  Guess I’ll buy dinner at Diral-san’s dining hall as usual, then.


  After waiting for Lorea-chan to come back, I went to buy meals for both of us, and then returned.


  In addition to our meals, I took out cheese, fruits and sweets from my bag, and then we were having dinner together in my room.


  Originally, I should have made dinner myself here, but that’s not a problem as long as Lorea-chan is happy!


  And one more thing that makes her happy is… the bathtub!


  Normally, villagers who don’t have a well also don’t have a bathtub in their house.
 So taking a bath in a bathtub was a rare opportunity for Lorea-chan.


  By the way, I actually only used it once every few days because it was kind of troublesome to prepare since I haven’t installed an artifact for the bath yet.


  After that, we went back to work, sewing while chatting leisurely.


  We managed to finish the curtains and the mattress before going to sleep.
 However, there’s one problem.


  Yes…
 Even though we have finished the mattress, I only have one bed.


  「Well then, I’ll sleep on the floor, so Lorea-chan, you can sleep on my bed.」(Sarasa)


  「Eehhh… Sarasa-san, how about we sleep together on the bed?」(Lorea)


  「S, Sleep together?」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


  It’s a little cramped but since Lorea-chan looks so happy, I can deal with it.


  「Good night, Lorea-chan.」(Sarasa)


  「Good night, Sarasa-san!」(Lorea)


   


  The next morning.


  Lorea-chan said, “I slept really well! This environment adjusting cloth is amazing!”


  Even though we slept really close to each other, the temperature was perfect thanks to the environment adjusting cloth.
 It’s really convenient after all!


  After getting up, Lorea-chan immediately went home to help her parents with their store.


   


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


   


  A few days later, Geberg-san came with the bulletin board, beds, and table I ordered.


  As always, he made them perfectly match the atmosphere of my store.


  Great workmanship! That’s Geberg-san for you!


  There’s only one poster on the bulletin board right now.
 The poster I made to warn Collectors about the bad alchemy store in South Strugg.


  Because Geberg-san made it quite large, there was still plenty of empty space on the bulletin board.


  「Excuse me~」


  When I was looking at the bulletin board, the door opened, and one of my regulars came in.


  「Andre-san, welcome.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-chan, thank you for the other day.」(Andre)


  「Hm? Ah, about the Anger Bear?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. Thanks to you, we got a lot of money. Ah, here’s the empty potion bottles.」(Andre)


  As he said that, Andre-san took out the empty bottles from his bag and lined them on the counter.


  They were all ‘basic potion’ bottles, the potion that was only effective for minor cuts.


  Since Collectors are rarely seriously injured, the most popular potions are of this type.


  「Yes, you’re welcome. Actually, I also got a lot of money because the quality was very good!」(Sarasa)


  「Oh, really? I’m glad to hear that.」(Andre)


  「So, do you want to buy the same potions today?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, the basic ones as usual. You know? Before you opened a store here, I always endured the pain of cuts and scratches because potions were expensive. Thanks to you selling them cheaply, I can now use them carefreely!」(Andre)


  「Haha, I see. I’m glad that my potions helped you.」(Sarasa)


  Before I started selling potions, it seems that the Collectors in this village usually left wounds like small cuts and scratches to heal on their own.
 They would only use potions if the wounds prevented them from moving.


  「If you Collectors’ work progresses really well, it will benefit me too, so it’s a WIN-WIN!」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha! You’re right…. Hm? What is that?」(Andre)


  After a while of talking, Andre-san finally noticed the bulletin board on the store wall.


  


  「If you Collectors’ work progresses really well, it will benefit me too, so it’s a WIN-WIN!」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha! You’re right…. Hm? What is that?」(Andre)


  After a while of talking, Andre-san finally noticed the bulletin board on the store wall.


  「Ah, it’s a bulletin board Geberg-san put up this morning. I just put one poster on it for now.」(Sarasa)


  「Hm, hmm, let’s see… A warning? ーーEh? That alchemy store? I never thought he was such a jerk…」(Andre)


  After reading the poster, Andre-san made a displeased look on his face.


  On the poster, I wrote only the facts without badmouthing the owner of that store so it won’t anger the Collectors who read it.


  Specifically, I wrote, “When I sold my materials to another store, there was a 10-fold difference in the purchase price.”


  「Ten times, huh…? What a greedy bastard. I remember when I sold my materials there, he said that their quality was bad and bought them cheaply… Dammit…!」(Andre)


  「I was told the exact same thing. Maybe he only saw me as a little girl who knows nothing about materials.」(Sarasa)


  I’m confident in my processing skill and can judge materials’ quality, but some of the Collectors don’t know whether a material is poor quality or not.


  「So he didn’t know that you’re an alchemist? Hahaha! What a dumbass! Anyway, I don’t think I’ll go there again since I can now sell my materials to your store, but I’ll remember about this.」(Andre)


  Yes, please remember it and spread it around!


  Bad alchemy stores should disappear from this world! Khufufufu!


  ーーOops, I almost act like a villainess again.


  But, really…
 The existence of bad alchemists would affect the reputation of other alchemists.


  「Since you opened this store, our earnings have increased. However, it seems that the number of competitors has also increased recently.」(Andre)


  「Ahh, I also heard that the number of Collectors in this area kept increasing. As a person living in this village, I think it’s a good thing.」(Sarasa)


  「Well, even though I have a bunch of competitors now, I think so too. But… beginners have also started to gather here.」(Andre)


  「Come to think of it, they started coming to my store lately.」(Sarasa)


  「I see.」(Andre)


  Andre-san crossed his arms and looked down.


  The Great Sea of Trees is a dangerous place.
 It’s not a place for amateurs to explore.


  All the Collectors who came to my store were veterans at first, but recently I started to see new faces who might be beginners.


  As a Collector, they need to take full responsibility for their actions even though they are still beginners.
 As long as they know their limit and don’t push themselves too hard, no one can forbid them to enter the Great Sea of Trees.


  「For the time being, we veterans are watching over them so they don’t act rashly.」(Andre)


  「It’s hard to be a veteran, huh?」(Sarasa)


  「Haha. Well, we were once beginners, so we have to guide them as seniors, right? So, Sarasa-chan, would you help them in case something happens? Just do what you can do for them.」(Andre)


  「Yes, of course. There are no doctors in this village after all.」(Sarasa)


  If there’s no doctor in a village, the one who can be relied on when someone gets injured or sick is only the alchemist who opened a store there.


  As Andre-san said, I have to do whatever I can to help them if something like that happens.
 But I hope I will never have to treat an injured person.


   


  After we talked for a while, I handed Andre-san the potions he wanted to buy, and then he left.


  Looks like he just came to replenish the potions for tomorrow’s work.


  Honestly, I was hoping he would buy something expensive, but… I think it’s a little early for that.


   


  Clangー Clangー


  When I was leaning on the counter, resting my chin on my hands, the bell on the door rang.


  I sat up straight and welcomed the customer like usual.


  「Welcoー Ehh!? Master!?」(Sarasa)


  「Yo, Sarasa. Looks like you’re doing well here.」(Ophelia)


  The ‘customer’ who walked inside my store with a calm expression and one hand raised was undoubtedly my master, Ophelia Millis.


  「Master, what are you doing here!?」(Sarasa)


  「Huh? Is it strange if I come to see my beloved disciple?」(Ophelia)


  「It’s not strange, but….. No, no, it’s strange! You know how far this village is, right!?」(Sarasa)


  Master is one of the few master-class alchemists, and she’s a busy woman.
 There are a lot of people who want to request artifacts and potions from her, so I don’t think she has free time to visit me in this remote village.


  It takes a month to get here from the royal capital by carriage, so it’ll be two months for a round trip.
 So that means she closed her store for two months?
 No, no, no. That will affect her store’s reputation if she did that.


  「Well yeah, it’s quite far. It took me three days.」(Ophelia)


  「Right? ーーWait… Three days, you say!?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup.」(Ophelia)


  「How come!? It took me a month by carriage!」(Sarasa)


  「Well, because I was running.」(Ophelia)


  「Ehh!? All the way from the royal capital!? Moreover, it only took you three days!? Impossible!」(Sarasa)


  「No, no. If you train enough, you can do it. Sarasa, have you even trained your body since you came here?」((Ophelia)


  「W, Well… sometimes… But! We’re not warriors! We’re alchemists, right!?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup, you’re right. Alchemists don’t use their muscles, they use their brain. So use your head.」(Ophelia)


  「….Hm?…..Ah! I see now! You must have used some special artifacts or potions to run really fast, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Not at all. I purely used my muscles.」(Ophelia)


  「Oiー!」(Sarasa)


  I spontaneously made a tsukkomi and slapped the air with my right hand.


  「But it’s true that you better train your body. In case there’s no Collectors who can get certain materials you want, you have to go get them yourself.」(Ophelia)


  「So Master, have you ever looked for materials yourself?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course, but that was then. After becoming a master-class alchemist, I don’t have to do that anymore.」(Ophelia)


  「Ahh, is it because there are customers who bring materials themselves?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup.」(Ophelia)


  In order to make Master want to accept their request, many customers bring the rare materials themselves.
 Most of them are aristocrats and rich people.
 And usually, Master will prioritize the customers like them.


  But of course, there were also aristocratic customers that Master didn’t like.
 She would refuse their request without thinking twice.
 The only alchemists that can refuse aristocrats’ orders are master-class alchemists because they have a higher position than aristocrats.


  「By the way, I never taught you any fighting techniques, right?」(Ophelia)


  「Yeah. I only learned it a little at school.」(Sarasa)


  Even though I said ‘a little’, I could probably fight a small beast or a thief with my fighting ability right now if I happened to encounter them when I collected materials in a forest.


  「I see. Alright, since I’ve come all the way here, I’ll train you how to fight.」(Ophelia)


  「Eh? Normally, you should teach me alchemy, not martial arts!」(Sarasa)


  「If you have problems with alchemy, I’ll help you with that, but you seem to be doing well. Am I wrong?」(Ophelia)


  「Well… That’s…」(Sarasa)


  It’s true that I haven’t encountered a problem related to alchemy yet.


  I have problems selling artifacts, though.
 But I feel like Master will say, “If it’s only selling items, you can learn it yourself.”


  「Besides, you can’t learn martial arts by yourself, right? So let’s go.」(Ophelia)


  「E, Eh? M, Master, hold on!」(Sarasa)


  Master pulled my hand and took me outside.


  


  「E, Eh? M, Master, hold on!」(Sarasa)


  Master pulled my hand and took me outside.


  There was plenty of space between my store and Ells-san’s house.
 More than enough for moving our body around.


  I was supposed to be grateful with this space, but now I wish that my store and Ells-san’s house were closer…


  「Sarasa, what weapon can you use?」(Ophelia)


  「I can use a sword, but… Oh, that’s right! I don’t have a sword now! Ahh~ too bad~ Looks like we have to cancel this training~」(Sarasa)


  I have money, but I don’t think I will use it to buy a sword.


  When I was at school, I always borrowed one from the school during training, so I didn’t have to buy a sword back then.


  But actually, I bought a dagger for self-defense on my way to this village.
 Well, I haven’t encountered a situation where I had to use it, fortunately.


  Ah, but you know?
 My sword skills were the best in my grade at school.


  ‘How come’, you ask?
 It was because apart from alchemy tests, the school also gave reward money for students who had the highest score on the fighting test.


  Since it didn’t affect your grades, many students had no motivation to get the top place in the fighting test.
 In such a situation, I couldn’t help but to use it as an opportunity to get the reward money!


  The teacher who taught swordsmanship also enthusiastically taught me because I was the most motivated student at that time.


  However, it doesn’t mean that I like fighting using a sword, because my purpose was just to get the reward money after all.


  「So you don’t have a weapon, huh? Can’t be helped, then.」(Ophelia)


  「Right? So let’s stoー」(Sarasa)


  「ーI’ll give you this. It’s not that great, but I think it’s good enough for you.」(Ophelia)


  Before I could say “let’s stop”, Master pulled out a sword from her waist bag and threw it at me.


  「Awawaa!」(Sarasa)


  I was surprised, but I managed to catch it.


  I looked at its blade that reflected my face clearly.
 It was really clean and shiny.


  Since this is Master’s, this sword must be really expensive.


  「Master, it looks pretty expensive. Are you sure I can use it?」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t mind. That’s a well-made sword, but it’s not a big deal.」(Ophelia)


  Not a big deal, huh…?


  It might look expensive, but since Master said that, I decided not to hesitate to use it.


  Master took out another swordー No, it’s not a real sword. It’s a training sword.


  「Alright. Now, try to attack me with that.」(Ophelia)


  「Ehh? But… I’m using a real sword… Master, you’ll get hurt…」(Sarasa)


  「Hooー? Do you think you can hit me?」(Ophelia)


  「Guh…!」(Sarasa)


  Master grinned as she said such a thing, making me a little pissed off.


  Yes, I know I might not be able to hit her!


  Besides, it’s scary to swing a real sword at her.


  「Don’t worry. Even if you hit me with that sword, as long as I’m alive, I can just use the ‘complete recovery’ potions I have prepared. So Sarasa, you don’t have to worry if you get injured too.」(Ophelia)


  「But it’s still painful, rightー!?」(Sarasa)


  Being irritated by her, I attacked her suddenly, but she easily defected my sword.


  Even though I added more continuous attacks, she easily dodged and blocked them all.


  「Ho, Hoo~ Sarasa, did you really only learn how to use a sword in practice sessions at school? You’re better than I expected.」(Ophelia)


  「Hahh.. Hahh… But you stopped all of my attacks… hahh… so easily…!」(Sarasa)


  I even used body strengthening to continuously attack her at a high speed, but Master didn’t even move her legs when stopping my attacks.


  「Hmm… If you’re this good from just practicing in school, you might have a talent for swordsmanship.」(Ophelia)


  Master talked normally as I desperately kept attacking her.


  Ahhー! Are you kidding me!?


  Was my achievement of being the best student on the fighting test just a lie?


  It’s true that my purpose was money, but I put a lot of effort into it!


  「Sarasa, you’re truly worthy of my teaching.」(Ophelia)


  Said Master happily as she deflected my sword.


  Why can she do that while speaking as if my attacks were nothing!?
 Look at me! I can’t even catch my breath!


  I jumped back to make some distance from her and tried to catch my breath.


  「Hahh… Master… hahh… are you really an alchemist!?」(Sarasa)


  「You’re also pretty good, you know? You’re much better than soldiers who rarely practice.」(Ophelia)


  ‘Who rarely practice’, huh?


  Well, I was plenty confident before she ‘praised’ me.
 But now, that confidence was shattered by Master’s overwhelming sword skills.


  By the way, even though we had intense combat practice, the sword I used hasn’t lost its brilliance even a little.
 It still looked as beautiful as before.


  「…..Hahh… Master, are we still going…?」(Sarasa)


  「What are you talking about? I just wanted to see how good you are at using a sword. We haven’t even started the lesson yet.」(Ophelia)


  「Eehhh…. Are you serious…?」(Sarasa)


  Looking at Master smiling happily, I held my sword tightly and took a stance.


  「Well, if you keep practicing like this for half a day, I’m sure you can get better, so don’t worry.」(Ophelia)


  I’m not sure what she meant by ‘don’t worry’.


  However, this is my master we’re talking about, so I don’t have a choice but to believe in her.


  First, she taught me how to swing a sword properly.
 Practice was dull, but she taught me really enthusiastically.


  While swinging my sword, I was wonderingー
 Why are there no customers coming?


  Hmm…


  Noー They ARE coming, but they’re just watching me practicing from a distance.
 Looks like they don’t want to disturb me.


  Guysー You don’t need to hesitateー Please come andー


  Help me!


  But of course they can’t hear the shouting of my soul…


  In the end, Master trained me until the sun went down…


  
  Chapter 14 : Coming From Afar Ⅱ


  After we finished the sword training safely without any injuries, we took a bath to wash off our sweat.
 And now, we’re having dinner together.


  The dishes lined up on the table came from Master’s bag artifact.


  They were delicious. Maybe Maria-san made them.


  「So, Master, what business do you have here? You didn’t come just to see how I was doing, did you?」(Sarasa)


  「That’s my main purpose, you know? I was thinking of bringing you back to the royal capital if you were having difficulty living here. If you didn’t even have money to pay for the travel expenses, I would feel bad since I was the one who sent you here.」(Ophelia)


  Saying that, Master laughed a little.


  「Mu….! Fortunately, I can make enough money to at least buy food. But since this village is a little far from the nearby town, it’s kinda troublesome to sell materials.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. How long did it take you to go to South Strugg from here?」(Ophelia)


  「One day. I wanted to return in the same day, but it was still impossible for me.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm. First of all, I think you must build your physical strength. Since you’re good at magic, you might be able to make up for your lack of stamina with your magical power. However, I think you should also train your body. If you do that, I’m sure you’ll be able to make a round trip there in just a few hours.」(Ophelia)


  「Ugu…」(Sarasa)


  I wanted to say “Impossible!”, but because the one who said that was Master who came here in three days from the royal capital, I had no choice but to believe in her.


  In fact, I always depend on body strengthening whenever I want to do something I can’t because I lack strength.


  Many alchemists can’t do body strengthening well, but in my case, I can do it really well because I have a lot of magical power.
 Therefore, even though I have muscles that are as soft as marshmallow, I can manage to do a lot of things that require physical strength.


  「…U, Understood… I’ll try my best to train my body.」(Sarasa)


  「Umu. Do you want a potion that can help you build your stamina and strength easier?」(Ophelia)


  「Eh? You have such a potion?」(Sarasa)


  I never knew such a convenient potion exists!


  「Yup~ Well, it’s not cheap enough for common people to buy, but some rich people sometimes use it. However, some knights in the royal capital think that it’s an evil potion. They’re masochists who enjoy the pain of training their bodies after all.」(Ophelia)


  「Ma, Masochists, huh…? Isn’t it a little rude to call knights so…?」(Sarasa)


  Knights are people who trained really hard every day for the sake of defending the country.


  I heard that the position of knights in this country is quite important, so I think calling them like that is rude.


  「By the way, does that potion have any side effects?」(Sarasa)


  「No, it doesn’t have any. I only brought three bottles, so you have to be able to make them yourself when they run out. How to make them is written in Encyclopedia of Alchemy vol 6, but… How’s your progress on reading the encyclopedia?」(Ophelia)


  「I haven’t even finished reading volume 3 yet…」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh, I see… Well, it can’t be helped. You’re busy running a new store after all.」(Ophelia)


  「Yes! That’s exactly why I don’t have enough time to practice! Well, I like it when customers come, though.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s the problem every independent alchemist has. Managing an alchemy store is different from managing a grocery store, after all.」(Ophelia)


  「Yes, you’re right.」(Sarasa)


  It would be easy if I only had to sell potions, but when it comes to purchasing materials, I have to carefully judge them before buying.


  There are a huge variety of materials that can only be appraised by alchemists.
 Normal people will find it difficult to determine the price.


  「If you hire a clerk, you will have a lot more free time. However, you have to educate them first so they understand alchemy. You know? Since I hired Maria, my workload has decreased greatly.」(Ophelia)


  「I see. By the way, how long has Maria been working in your store?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… I hired her as a clerk as soon as I became an independent alchemist.」(Ophelia)


  「Eh….?」(Sarasa)


  The time when Master, an alchemist with an unknown age, became independent…?


  Master might look young on the outside, but since she was a master-class alchemist, she shouldn’t be young.
 And of course, Maria-san who was hired by Master as soon as Master became independent shouldn’t be young either.


  I thought she was just a little bit older than me!


  「Sarasa, I think you should find someone you can trust. Or should I say, a partner? Like Maria in my case.」(Ophelia)


  「Maria-san lives with you while taking care of you, right? I bet without her, your daily life would have been messy …」(Sarasa)


  「Ahahaha! I can’t deny it!」(Ophelia)


  「Oi…」(Sarasa)


  Hahh… This person…


  I only saw Maria-san taking care of Master once at my graduation celebration party, but I can already guess that it must be the case.


  Besides, Maria-san was the one who prepared breakfast the next morning after the party.
 When Maria-san taking care of Master, she looked like a wife who took care of her husband who can do nothing but working.
 It reminded me of my parents when they were still alive.


  Well, Master is a woman, though.


  「Master, please be kind to Maria-san so she doesn’t abandon you.」(Sarasa)


  「Don’t worry, I pay her well.」(Ophelia)


  「It’s not just about money, but your feelings toward her are also important, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Umu. You’re right.」(Ophelia)


  Master nodded solemnly.
 Perhaps she was looking back at her relationship with Maria-san.


  Well, even if they have problems with each other, I’m sure they will be just fine.


  「So… Do you have any other business besides coming to check on my condition?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup. I want to set up a transfer device in your store.」(Ophelia)


  「Transfer device, huh?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, you know about it, don’t you?」(Ophelia)


  「I do know of it, but…」(Sarasa)


  As the name implies, ‘transfer device’ is an artifact that allows you to transfer things between two places.


  You might think that it’s a very convenient tool, but it’s not very practical for most people.


  First of all, it requires the same alchemist to go to both installation locations.


  In this case, Master must have set up a transfer device in her store before coming here.


  Moreover, the installation itself is not that simple.


  When setting up the second device, you have to ‘connect’ it to the first device that you have previously set up.


  The difficulty level of connecting the two devices depends on the distance.
 Ordinary alchemists can’t even do it if one of the devices is out of their sight.
 Even skillful alchemists find it difficult to connect two devices between places in the same town.


  Even if you manage to connect two devices, the next problem is the amount of magical power required to transfer items.


  Because the magical power required is proportional to the distance and the number of items to be transferred, it would be very difficult to transfer many items to a distant place.
 And by the way, you can’t transfer living things.


  Also, once it’s installed, you can’t move the device at all.


  Let’s say, you want to move the device a little because it gets in the way.
 If you move it even a little, you have to start over the installation from the beginning.


  Even though the teachers taught about it at school, finding a transfer device that is actually being used is nearly impossible, because they are very hard to install and have many restrictions.


  「Transfer devices are usually being used to help people sending letters, but the ones that actually work are only a few in number.」(Ophelia)


  「It’s more convenient than sending letters on foot after all. But… I think sending things from here to the royal capital is impossiー Ah, maybe it’s not impossible for you.」(Sarasa)


  It’s my master we’re talking about. There’s no way she can’t do it.


  It’s impossible for me, though…


  「I think you can do it too. There will be no problem with your tremendous amount of magical power. Besides, I’ve modified this device to reduce the amount of magical power required to send items.」(Ophelia)


  「I see. Well, it’s true I have more magical power than normal people, but… In the first place, why did you come to install a transfer device?」(Sarasa)


  「I said that I wanna buy materials from you, but it will be hard to send them to the royal capital, right? If you use this device, it’ll be instant. Besides, I can also send you materials from the royal capital.」(Ophelia)


  「That will help me a lot, but… Umm…」(Sarasa)


  It takes a month to go to the royal capital by carriage and the cost required will be stupidly high.


  Besides, if Master sends me materials that are difficult to obtain here, it will be a great help for me to make things listed in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  So… yeah, there’s no reason for me to decline Master’s offer.


  


  「Okay, I understand.」(Sarasa)


  「Nice! So, where can I set it up?」(Ophelia)


  「Umm… I’m not sure but… is the corner of my workshop good?」(Sarasa)


  「As long as this device won’t get in your way. Ah, but since setting it up on the second floor is a little hard, I recommend you to choose any place on the first floor.」(Ophelia)


  「’A little hard’, huh…? Normally, it’ll be impossible, right…?」(Sarasa)


  The best condition to install a transfer device is to set it up directly on the ground.
 The farther from the ground, the harder it is to install.


  In the end, I went with my first choice, the corner of my workshop.


  I guided Master to my workshop and pointed at one of the corners.


  「How about right here?」(Sarasa)


  「Umu. No problem.」(Ophelia)


  It only took a few minutes for Master to set up the device.


  She managed to finish the supposedly difficult job with ease.


  「Alright. Now, it’s time to put it to the test.」(Ophelia)


  Master took out a small empty bottle from her bag and put it on the device.


  When she poured her magical power to the device, the bottle disappeared in an instant.


  「Yosh. Looks like there’s no problem. Sarasa, from now on, send me materials you get here. I’ll buy them at the prevailing price in the royal capital market. Also, if you want materials from me, write them down on a piece of paper and send it to me. I’ll send them as soon as I get them.」(Ophelia)


  「Whooaaー Thank you very much, Master! But, is it okay if I send you materials randomly? Won’t they pile up in your storage?」(Sarasa)


  「Don’t worry. I can make use of them immediately since I get a lot of orders in the royal capital. However, if you send me a lot of the same things, I will lower the purchase price accordingly.」(Ophelia)


  「Understood.」(Sarasa)


  Even if she lowered the price, I would still get a high profit because the price was according to market standards in the royal capital.


  Basically, there’s not much material available around the royal capital, so most of the materials are brought from different places.
 The reason why the market price in the royal capital is kinda high is because of the transportation cost.


  In other words, the price of most materials are significantly higher than the South Strugg market price.


  Actually, Master could just buy my materials at her price since she was the one who set up the transfer device.
 However, she wants to buy my materials at the royal capital market price which is higher.
 That means, she really wants to support me.


  「Alright, with this, my business here is over. It’s too early to go to bed so… Sarasa, would you like to tell me about your life in this village?」(Ophelia)


  「Okay. Umm… I wonder what should I start with…?」(Sarasa)


   


   


  That night, I ended up chatting with Master until late.


  The next day, Master bought the materials stored in my warehouse, and she even gave me a large amount of money as payment in advance.


  After that, she returned to the royal capital.


  Thanks to her giving me money, my concern about my cash shortage was resolved.


  I wanted to stroll around this village with her, though.
 But she can’t leave her store for too long.


  By the way, she said, “Show me how good you are at using a sword when I come here next time”, before going.


  ……….I think she should have told me to show my alchemy skill, not sword skill, though…


   


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


   


  「Eh? Sarasa-san’s mentor was here yesterday?」(Lorea)


  「Yeah… She came to train me… That’s why my muscles are in pain now…」(Sarasa)


  The next day, when I was resting my upper body on the counter, Lorea-chan came.


  Because I normally don’t move much, I suffer muscle pain after a day of sword practice.


  「Hee… Practicing alchemy skills must be tough…」(Lorea)


  「Well, yeah… but it’s not the reason why my muscles hurt right now, though…」(Sarasa)


  Looks like Lorea-chan misunderstood.


  「She trained me how to use a sword for almost an entire day.」(Sarasa)


  「…..Eh? Ahh, so she was your sword mentor, huh?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan tilted her head as she said that.


  「No, of course she’s my alchemy mentor.」(Sarasa)


  「….Hm? I don’t understand. So why did she teach you how to use a sword, then?」(Lorea)


  「Umm, simply said, my master told me to train my body as well, that’s why she taught me how to use a sword.」(Sarasa)


  「Hee… so alchemists can also use swords, huh?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. Well, not just a sword, you can use the weapon you like. Because there was a class to collect materials by yourself at school, so you have to at least be able to use a weapon.」(Sarasa)


  Most people think that alchemists are brainworkers or white-collar workers, but actually, they don’t just work with their brain.


  「By the way, even though she’s my alchemy mentor, she’s very good at using a sword.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? She must be a great person.」(Lorea)


  「Yeah, she is. Actually, I’m confident in my sword skill, but… I couldn’t even graze her…」(Sarasa)


  「I can’t imagine Sarasa-san fighting using a sword…」(Lorea)


  「Haha. I might look like this, but I was the best student in the fighting class at school, you know? Well, I don’t think there are many alchemists who actually bring weapons and go to a forest to get materials themselves, though.」(Sarasa)


  If you happen to get an order from a customer that requires you to use materials you couldn’t get unless you go get them yourself, you can just decline it after all.


  You still can earn enough money even if you keep declining such troublesome orders.


  「But, since I got a sword from my master, I guess I have to use it…」(Sarasa)


  I took out the sword Master gave to me, and showed it to Lorea-chan.


  「Wow, it’s a beautiful sword!」(Lorea)


  There were no unnecessary modifications, and the shape of the sword was great and easy to use.
 The brilliance of the blade has not changed at all even after yesterday’s training.


  It shone beautifully without even the slightest scratch.


  This is definitely a very expensive sword.


  「I can’t let this beautiful sword be covered in dust, so I guess I’ll use it to practice my sword skill from now on.」(Sarasa)


  「Even though you’re an alchemist?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. Well, I haven’t trained my body enough since I came to this village, so I think it’s a good opportunity to start training.」(Sarasa)


  When I was at school I had been training to build some stamina because it would be fatal if I got sick on exam days.
 Besides, I didn’t want to spend money on medical expenses.


  But after I graduated, I think I’ve been spending my days too leisurely.


  「Is that so…? I have never seen Sarasa-san lazing around, though.」(Lorea)


  「No, no. There are times when I’m not doing anything, you know? Like when I have to keep an eye on my store, I just sit here, waiting for customers.」(Sarasa)


  Sometimes I did simple work while waiting for customers at the counter, but most of my work could only be done in my workshop after all.


  When I was at school, I always read books I borrowed from the school library to kill time.


  However, there’s no place in this village where I can borrow books, and books I have now are only the ten volumes of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  Anyway, there are only a few things that can be done while waiting for customers.


  Well, I can do physical training, but it’s a little risky because I don’t know when the customers will come.


  It would be awkward if a customer saw me doing push-ups on the floor of the store, right?


  If I were that customer, I would turn back and move away from such a suspicious store as quickly as possible.


  「But, I wish I could at least hire a storekeeper….. Lorea-chan, would you likeー….No, never mind. You don’t have time to work in my store, do you?」(Sarasa)


  「No, I think I have enough time. Well, I don’t know if I can be of any use, though.」(Lorea)


  I asked without expecting Lorea-chan to have enough time to work in my store, but her answer was different from what I expected.


  


  「Really? Don’t you have to help your parents with their store?」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan surely came here quite often lately, but she didn’t come every day.


  I thought that she was helping her parents when she didn’t come, but…


  「My parents only go shopping about once a month these days, so I think they will allow me to work in your store. You will pay me, right?」(Lorea)


  「Of course. Well, I can’t pay you too much, though.」(Sarasa)


  「It’s okay. Ah, but when my parents go shopping in the nearby town, I have to mind their store for several days. Are you okay with that?」(Lorea)


  「Yes, of course. Helping your parents is your duty as their child after all.」(Sarasa)


  Come to think of it, does Lorea-chan have siblings?


  It’s quite rare for a child to not have siblings in a village like this.


  I want to ask her if she has siblings, but… what if she answered, “I had a sister, but she died a long time ago…” with a sad face…
 Uhh… it would be awkward…


  Let’s not ask her about it for now.


  「Do you want another person instead? I can introduce you to my acquaintance if you want.」(Lorea)


  「No, no. I can’t think of anyone but you.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh, Sarasa-san, you don’t have much interaction with children your age in this village, huh?」(Lorea)


  「Yeah… I don’t know most of them…」(Sarasa)


  Whenever I went to Diral-san’s dining hall, I always greeted the people I met along the way and the people I met at the dining hall, but I rarely saw children my age.


  Besides, most of the people who come to my store are adult Collectors.


  「But, is there any child our age you can introduce to me to work in my store?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… There are some, but… they are younger than me. Normally, children my age in this village already have jobs…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan made a little awkward face as she said that.


  In an agricultural village like this, children over ten years old would be helping their parents.
 They would be considered as adults when they turned thirteen, and would be working like the other adults.


  If their parents don’t need their help, they have to find work in other households to make money or get crops as wages.


  Lorea-chan used to be a storekeeper in her family’s general store, but since her parents are home most of the time lately, she has almost nothing to do.


  「If that’s the case, Lorea-chan, please work in my store as a storekeeper.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, gladly! ーーBut, will I be okay? Isn’t it difficult to work at an alchemy store?」(Lorea)


  「Well, yeah. It’s quite difficult.」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, Lorea-chan made a worried expression.


  I put my hand on her shoulder and smiled at her.


  「Don’t worry, Lorea-chan. I’ll teach you what you need to know. And to be honest… I want you to work here for a long time if possible…」(Sarasa)


  Like Master and Maria-san, I would be happy if I could have a strong relationship with Lorea-chan.


  「Yes, of course! I’ll do my best until Sarasa-san tells me to quit!」(Lorea)


  「Un! That’s the spirit! Well, I will never fire you, though.」(Sarasa)


  I stretched my hand toward her, and she squeezed it with a slightly tense look.


   


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


   


  Lorea-chan said she will do her best working in my store, but unfortunately she’s still a minor, so she can’t work without telling her parents.


  Therefore, I closed my store temporarily on that day, and visited Lorea-chan’s house to meet her parents, Daruna-san and Marie-san.


  When I asked if I could hire their daughter, they both raised their hands and answered, “Yes, please!”


  They looked so happy.


  Looks like they thought that their daughter should get a job as soon as possible.


  The general store would be fine as long as either Daruna-san or Marie-san was at home, after all.


  Furthermore, after we discussed whether Lorea-chan’s help was needed when they went shopping in the nearby town, Daruna-san said, “It’s unnecessary, so Lorea can work at your store every day.”


  Unlike in the past, where they had to go to South Strugg often, now they only went there once a month because they don’t have to sell potions anymore.


  Because they only have to go once a month, they decided to just close the store when they are absent.
 Besides, when they don’t need to purchase a lot of items, Daruna-san alone will be enough, so Marie-san can stay to manage the store.
 They said, before Lorea-chan was born, they used to use this method.


  The discussion went smoothly, but we found difficulties when we talked about Lorea-chan’s salary.


  No, they didn’t say, “Please give her more!”, on the contrary, they said, “That’s too much!”


  Lorea-chan can read, write, and do math, so I wanted to pay her more, but Daruna-san said that it’s not good to pay a child too much.
 Besides, the difference was too high compared with the salary of children who were the same age as Lorea-chan.


  I offered the same amount of money I could get from working part-time at Master’s store in the royal capital, but it looks like it was too much for a child in this village to make.


  Well, wages in urban and rural areas are different after all.


  It’s natural because the amount of money required for daily life in a city and a village is different.


  However, the biggest problem in a small village like this is probably the equality between residents.


  Children the same age as Lorea-chan would be jealous of her if she was the only child who could make a lot of money in this village.


  Well, an alchemist like me is different, though.


  In the end, it was decided that Lorea-chan’s salary would be just a little higher than the salary of children the same age as her.


  Daruna-san insisted on just making it equal to the others at first, but I told him that I wanted to give her more because she could read, write, and do math.


  Besides, I thought that if I paid her higher, she would never want to quit.


  One of the reasons why I could continue working at Master’s store for more than five years is because she paid me highly.


  Of course, the main reason I worked at Master’s store was because I wanted to practice alchemy.
 I’m not lying, okay?


  
  Chapter 15 : Critical Situation Ⅰ


  「Welcome!」(Lorea)


  When I went to the store area to replenish goods, Lorea-chan was just welcoming customers with a smile.


  It’s been about a week since I hired Lorea-chan.


  She was better than I expected.


  Not only does she have no problems selling products, but she is also a fast learner.
 I can now leave the purchase of materials from Collectors to her.


  Since the area where the Collectors search for materials didn’t change, the materials they brought were generally fixed for each season, so Lorea-chan could learn to evaluate the materials quickly.


  Of course, there were also materials that could only be judged by an alchemist, but it was kind of rare, so I was able to take my time to work more on alchemy in my workshop and make progress at finishing the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  Now I’m about to finish vol. 4, by the way.


  Actually, I was able to make progress not only thanks to Lorea-chan working here, but also thanks to Master giving me materials as a farewell gift before she left a few days ago.
 Making things in volume 4 required materials that I can’t buy with my current cash, after all.


  By the way, Lorea-chan wanted to cook me meals at first, but unfortunately… my kitchen is still empty…
 She stared at my empty kitchen with an amazed face and said, “Sarasa-san… I think you should do something about your kitchen…”
 Yeah, I know.
 I need a stove and other stuff for my kitchen.


   


  「Lorea-chan, have you got used to this work?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes! I think I’m doing good! But the amount of money your store has is larger than my parents’ general store, and honestly, I’m a little worried…」(Lorea)


  After nodding with a smile, Lorea-chan made a slightly gloomy expression.


  Certainly alchemy-related items are expensive.
 Because of that, we have to prepare countermeasures.


  「Ahaha. Don’t worry, Lorea-chan. You know how to use the ‘security tool’, right? If there’s a suspicious person coming here, don’t hesitate to use it. It will hurt them a lot, but they won’t die… Probably…」(Sarasa)


  Looking at me stroking Lorea-chan’s head while saying that, several Collectors in the store swallowed their saliva at the same time.


  I turned to them and smiled at them.


  They smiled back at me with a lot of sweat on their faces.


  Don’t worry guys, as long as you don’t do anything suspicious, you’ll be okay~


  「Call me if you have any problems, okay?」(Sarasa)


  「Roger!」(Lorea)


  Un. She’s a good girl.


  Well, I don’t think the Collectors here would cause any problems.
 If they did, let alone staying in this village, they wouldn’t be able to eat in this village anymore.


  Bad rumors spread in an instant in small villages like this after all.


  「Well then, I’m going back to worー」(Sarasa)


  When I was about to return to the workshop, suddenlyー


  BAMー！！！


  「Please, help her!」(woman)


  The front door was slammed open, and several people who seemed to be Collectors came in.


  They were two men, and a woman who carried another woman on her back.


  「ーHiiiyyy!」(Lorea)


  It was natural that Lorea-chan raised such a voice, because they have wounds all over their bodies.


  The one who was most seriously injured was the woman who was being carried by another woman.


  She has rashes all over her body.
 Her blood covered her face in red.
 And…


  She got her right arm torn off…


  Her friends seemed to have bandaged her wounds to stop the bleeding, but her blood was still dripping onto the floor.


  「Put her down on the floor! Lorea-chan, guide the customers out of the store!」(Sarasa)


  「Y, Yes!」(Lorea)


  As her face turned pale and her body trembled, Lorea-chan answered me and immediately did what I said.


  I also immediately approached the woman who was put down on the floor and observed her wounds.


  She was able to breathe, but her breath was pretty weak.


  The cloth wrapped her stomach was dyed red with her blood.
 Looks like she also has a terrible wound on her stomach.


  Her left arm was charred black, and red rashes could be seen on the uninjured area of her skin.


  「This is…. Not only was she terribly injured but she was also poisoned…」(Sarasa)


  「Please! Help Iris, please!」(woman)


  The woman who was carrying her was begging me to save her.


  One of the men who was helping to put the injured woman down, stepped back a little to give me room.


  「You have her right arm?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes!」(woman)


  The woman immediately handed me a severed arm wrapped in a cloak.


  The condition was horrible.
 It seems that her arm was forcibly torn off by something.


  However, we’re lucky that we have her arm here.


  「Don’t worry, I can help her.」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? Then, pleー」(woman)


  When the woman was about to say something, I raised my hand in front of her face.


  「But! It costs a lot of money. You good with that?」(Sarasa)


  The situation was really bad.


  However, as an alchemist, I have to confirm this.


  「You! Talking about money in this situaー」(man)


  「ーShut up, you amateurs!」(woman)


  The woman shouted to the man, who yelled at me, to silence him.


  「We’re not amateursー!」(man)


  「You ARE amateurs! Iris was injured because of you two!」(woman)


  「「…………」」(men)


  Being glared at by the woman, the two men looked away and snarled.


  I see.
 It seems like these four were a temporary team of two men and two women.


  「If you really can help her, please do it!」(woman)


  「Understood. There are two methods. I will definitely save her life, and she will be completely healed. Butー」(Sarasa)


  「ーIf it’s about money, I’ll definitely pay! So, please!」(woman)


  「Alright. Then, first of all, youー」(Sarasa)


  「You can call me Kate.」(Kate)


  「Kate-san, you draw water from the well in the backyard. Lorea-chan, can you guide her there?」(Sarasa)


  「Understood!」(Lorea)


  As Lorea-chan and Kate-san hurriedly headed to the backyard, I went to the warehouse to pick up some potions.


  


  「Kate-san, you draw water from the well in the backyard. Lorea-chan, can you guide her there?」(Sarasa)


  「Understood!」(Lorea)


  As Lorea-chan and Kate-san hurriedly headed to the backyard, I went to the warehouse to pick up some potions.


  It will be a little hard because she’s not only injured.


  I need a potion to attach her arm, a potion to cure the disease, a potion to restore her physical strength, and a potion to eliminate the poison from her body.


  The injuries and the poison will greatly reduce her physical strength and can be life threatening.


  After packing the necessary potions and tools in a bag, I returned to the store area.
 At the same time, Kate and Lorea-chan brought two buckets of water.


  「Kate-san, take her severed arm and clean the area around the cut. Can you do it?」(Sarasa)


  「Leave it to me!」(Kate)


  It would be a tough job for people who aren’t used to it, but Kate immediately took the severed arm and began to clean it.


  In the meantime, I approached the injured womanー No, Iris-san, and cut the part of her clothes that covered her torn arm, and then I washed the cut area.


  Even when I washed her wound, there was almost no reaction from her.


  Her vital condition seems really bad. I have to hurry!


  After Kate-san finished cleaning the severed arm, she gave it to me.


  Immediately, I poured half of the potion on both cut surfaces, and poured the remaining half into Iris-san’s mouth while carefully pressing the cut surfaces against each other.


  Then, her arm, which had been torn off, was connected neatly.


  This is the third time I have seen this kind of terrible wound being healed.
 However, I still think that it’s kinda strange.


  After that, I poured the other potions into her mouth.


  「Ck! Normally, you don’t take money when it comes to someone’s life.」(man A)


  「Alchemists are money-grubbers, after all.」(man B)


  Umm, I feel like I heard voices…
 Ah, those must be voices of those two useless men.


  Why are they still here even though they are not helping with anything at all?


  「You bastard…! Apologize to her!」(Kate)


  As Kate raised her voice, I put my hand on her shoulder to calm her down, and pointed my index finger at the men.


  「Hey, you two, how about this: From now on, both of you will bring all materials you collected from the Great Sea of Trees to me. Since I’ll use them to save people’s lives, of course you will give them to me for free.」(Sarasa)


  「H, Haa!? The heck are you talking about!?」(man A)


  「That’s right! There’s no way we will give materials we got by risking our lives for free!」(man B)


  「”Normally, you don’t take money when it comes to someone’s life.” You said that yourself. Besides, people would do reckless things more often if they knew that I would treat them for free. First of all, you Collectors can earn money thanks to alchemists buying your materials!」(Sarasa)


  The men were speechless after listening to what I said.


  Do these people think that alchemists have an inexhaustible amount of money?


  And actually, the materials used to make potions to heal Iris-san aren’t something that I can buy with my savings.


  I just happened to make these potions because Master gave the materials to me.
 And by the way, normally, you won’t be able to find these potions in stores.


  「I’m sorry for their behaviour. They’re jerks but even though it’s temporary, they’re still my party members. Please forgive them.」(Kate)


  「Kate-san, you don’t have to apologize, but….. since you guys are not helping at all, can you get out of my store, please?」(Sarasa)


  Saying that, I pointed to the exit.


  The two men looked at me with dissatisfied expressions at first, but then they got out after Kate glared at them.


  Really… What selfish men…


  Although they complained about money, in the end, they made Kate pay the entire treatment cost.


  「Lorea-chan, can you lock the door and close the curtains?」(Sarasa)


  「Right away.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan quickly locked the door and closed the curtains.


  I used light magic to illuminate the store area that became slightly dark.


  Then, I tore Iris-san’s clothes with a knife and removed the cloth wrapped around her stomach.


  「This is…」(Sarasa)


  There was a claw mark on her stomach.


  「It was a four armed bear-like beast. It could even spit out flames…」(Kate)


  「Four arms… Poison… Flame… I see….. The monster who attacked Iris-san must be a Hellfire Grizzly…」(Sarasa)


  This is weird… They’re not monsters that should be in this area…


  While wondering, I washed the wound on Iris-san’s stomach.


  As I wiped her wound, Iris-san responded a little.
 Looks like she began to recover her physical strength.


  「But… This is terrible. I think I should use one more potion.」(Sarasa)


  Thanks to the first potion I poured into her mouth, it seems that she has recovered a lot.
 However, the wound on her stomach still looked terrible.
 Could it be… This wound was originally even worse than now…?


  I took out another potion and poured it into Iris-san’s mouth again.


  Although it’s not as great as the first one, I think this potion is enough.
 Of course, this is also a very expensive potion.


  「Honestly, I don’t want to give her too many potions because it might weaken her… But I guess we don’t have any other choice.」(Sarasa)


  You can heal wounds and illnesses with potions, but it doesn’t mean that you can use them as much as you want.


  Using too many potions that have a powerful effect is very dangerous.


  There is a risk that some effects will interfere with each other and cause unexpected side effects.


  However, in a case like this, I have no choice but to use it, or else, Iris-san might die.


  I have to carefully adjust the dosage to minimize the side effects.


  After I poured a potion to treat wounds onto her stomach, I poured another potion to recover physical strength into her mouth little by little.


  After a while, the rashes on Iris-san’s skin gradually disappeared, and she seemed to get better.


  Looking at her friend’s condition that was getting better, Kate-san let out a sigh of relief and bowed to me.


  「Those men are still amateurs. I’m sorry if they offended you.」(Kate)


  「No, it’s okay. It’s normal that they think alchemists are greedy since most of our products are expensive.」(Sarasa)


  Looking at Kate-san’s apologetic expression, I shook my head.


  Honestly, they irritated me a little, but it’s true that we, alchemists, sell expensive products, so I kind of understand how they feel.


  However, I can’t sell products that are supposed to be expensive too cheaply, let alone give them for free.


  If I do that, the other alchemists would be forced to sell their products cheaply too.
 Eventually, they will lose motivation to continue working as an alchemist and quit.


  For a country that wants to increase the number of alchemists, this is something to be avoided.
 Therefore, the price is controlled by the country, and excessive price reductions are not allowed. (Chapter 2)


  In the first place, the materials used for alchemy are expensive.


  The reason why they are expensive is Collectors are risking their lives entering dangerous places like the Great Sea of Trees to collect them.


  Moreover, the risk of losing materials due to failure during the alchemical process is high.


  If you want to make a difficult artifact using expensive materials, you might go bankrupt if you make mistakes.


  Unfortunately, the general public seems to not understand this reality.
 They only see us, alchemists, as rich and greedy people who sell expensive products.


  I, myself, also thought that being an alchemist was a very profitable job, but after I entered school, I understood that making profit as an alchemist is not that easy.


  Well, you can be rich, but it’s extremely hard.


  


  「By the way, Kate-san, who are those men? They just joined your party temporarily, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, I just met them today. This was the first time Iris and I entered the Great Sea of Trees, so we looked for someone who knew the place. Those men said they were veterans here, but then I found out that they were just amateurs who were pretending to be veterans after I saw their sloppy movements.」(Kate)


  「Veterans, huh? Lorea-chan, have you seen those men before?」(Sarasa)


  「Nope. They are probably newcomers.」(Lorea)


  「I knew it…」(Sarasa)


  I also don’t remember seeing them before.


  Almost all of the Collectors in this area have visited my store at least once.


  They knew about the Great Sea of Trees, they said? What liars…


  「So they were really lying to us, huh…?」(Kate)


  「Yeah. Looks like you drew the short straw for picking them as your party members. I’m sorry for you two…」(Sarasa)


  「Haahh… I should have told Iris to go back after I saw their amateurish movements….」(Kate)


  Kate put her hand on her forehead and let out a big sigh.


  「Well, at least they didn’t abandon Iris-san and run away.」(Sarasa)


  After giving Iris-san the potion to recover her physical strength, I took out a potion to cure disease.
 This one is not very strong, so I think it’s okay to give her more than one bottle.


  Even though her wounds were closed, she seemed to be short of blood.
 Her face was still a little pale.


  However, the rashes on her entire body have already subsided, and her breath was much calmer now.


  I think her pulse and breathing is normal now.


  To make sure, I examined her body once again with magic.
 After confirming that there were no abnormalities, I held my hand to my chest in relief.


  「Fuhh… I think she’ll be okay.」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? Thank you! I thought she was done for…」(Kate)


  Even though I practiced how to treat injured people, this was the first time I had treated a person with a terrible condition like this.


  However, there’s a principle that “the person who treats injured or sick people shouldn’t be impatient or anxious”, so I desperately pretended to be calm.
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  ーーI did it, right? Yeah, I think I calmly treated her wounds.


  「For now, let’s keep her body clean and let her rest. Do you have her change of clothes?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, but it’s in the inn…」(Kate)


  「Can you get it? Ah, you can stay here too if you want. I have plenty of rooms.」(Sarasa)


  「Can I? Honestly, I’m grateful because I have to save money in order to pay you, but…」(Kate)


  「Don’t worry. It’s better if you stay here with Iris-san after all.」(Sarasa)


  I think Iris-san will be okay, but I’m still a little worried.
 If Kate-san stays here, I can feel more at ease.


  「Okay, thank you! I’ll go get our luggage from the inn then!」(Kate)


  As soon as I opened the door, Kate-san ran out of my store.


  As the door was opened, I saw those two men were still waiting outside.
 However, Kate-san kept running to the inn, completely ignoring them.


  I didn’t want them to come in, so I closed the door again.


  「Lorea-chan, can you wash this tub?」(Sarasa)


  「Understood.」(Lorea)


  While waiting for Lorea-chan to come back I took off all of Iris-san’s clothes to check if there are other injuries.


  Normal injuries could be cured with potions, but if there are any poison stingers or something like that on her body, I should carefully take them off her body.


  Hell Flame Grizzlys used their poisonous claws to attack people, not stingers, but I did it just to make sure.


  「…..Alright, there’s no suspicious things on her body……… Hmm… Iris-san has a really beautiful body…」(Sarasa)


  I didn’t pay attention earlier because I was worried, but when I looked at her naked body, I thought she was really beautiful.


  She has a slender body and a cute face.
 Her hair is covered in blood now, but it’s beautiful.


  By the way, Kate-san was also a beautiful woman.


  ーーCould it be… those men were lying that they were veterans just to act cool in front of these two beautiful women…?


  「Sarasa-san, I’ve washed the tub.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you, Lorea-chan.」(Sarasa)


  Using magic, I poured hot water into the tub that Lorea-chan brought.


  I wet a piece of cloth with the hot water and wipe Iris-san’s body.


  Actually, taking her into the bath would be better, but Iris-san is quite tall.


  I could use body strengthening, but it would be kind of hard to carry her tall body with my short body.


  I’ll let her use the bath when she can move by herself, but for now, let’s just simply wipe her body.


  After I cleaned her blood-stained body and hair, I carried her to one of the empty rooms on the second floor with Lorea-chan’s help.


  「Lorea-chan, thank you for helping.」(Sarasa)


  「U-un… I couldn’t do much, though…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan looked a little down.


  It looks like she has never seen someone seriously wounded before.
 Nonetheless, she didn’t panic and calmly helped.


  Lorea-chan is really a good girl.


  「Is it too stimulating for you?」(Sarasa)


  「Un… But, Sarasa-san, I was surprised that you can also treat an injured person like that. Alchemists are amazing!」(Lorea)


  「Well, I’ve been practicing something like this at school. This is my first time treating a person with terrible injuries, though.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? But you looked really calm.」(Lorea)


  I smiled at Lorea-chan who tilted her head.


  Looks like I successfully forced myself to make a calm expression.


  「Actually, I was desperate, you know? But… I’m glad that Kate-san said she would pay for the treatment…」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-san….. If Kate-san said she wouldn’t pay… would you have treated Iris-san anyway?」(Lorea)


  I was at a loss for words for a moment.


  「Umm…….It’s a difficult question… But as an alchemist, I do need money in order to help more people.」(Sarasa)


  Even if I can help one person now, I can’t help more if I go bankrupt.


  「….. Do you also think I’m greedy…?」(Sarasa)


  I don’t intend to change Lorea-chan’s mind, but if possible, I want her to understand.
 I want to continue to get along with her, after all.


  And as if she was banishing my anxiety, Lorea-chan shook her head.


  「Of course not. I understand what you’re saying. I also don’t think that ‘life-threatening’ is an excuse to get treated for free….. Those potions… are expensive, right?」(Lorea)


  「Ah, umm… Yeah… I think it’s worth more than 10 years of your salaries…」(Sarasa)


  「S, Seriously…?」(Lorea)


  Actually, even if Lorea-chan saved up her salaries for 10 years, she couldn’t even buy the raw materials to make those potions.
 But, let’s not tell her the truth…


  「I see… Sarasa-san, you’re impressive for giving someone who you just met for the first time such expensive potions…」(Lorea)


  「Well, if the one who was injured was one of those men, I would never give them any, though. I treated iris-san because I thought Kate-san could be trusted.」(Sarasa)


  It’s just my intuition, though.


  But Kate-san nodded without hesitation when I said she should pay for the treatment.
 She made a face like “I’ll do anything for my friend’s sake”.


  Seeing her determination, I couldn’t help but trust her.


  I’m sure Iris-san is a really important person to her.


  
  Chapter 16 : Critical Situation Ⅱ


  Iris-san woke up in the afternoon the next day.


  I gave her potions for stamina recovery, but honestly, she woke up faster than I expected.


  Normally, a person with such terrible injuries would stay asleep for a few days.


  Does she originally have a very high physical strength?


  Hmm… That must be the case.
 She has a well-trained body after all.


  「Store Owner-dono, I’m sorry for the trouble, and thank you for saving my life.」(Iris)


  Iris-san, who had come down from the second floor with Kate-san’s support, bowed deeply in front of me as we sat together at the store table.


  She is so well-mannered.
 Perhaps she is from a good family.


  「You don’t have to worry about it. Besides, Kate-san will pay for your treatment.」(Sarasa)


  I turned my eyes to Kate-san as I said that, and she nodded.


  「Eh? But I willー」(Iris)


  「The one who asked the store owner was me, so I’m the one who should bear the debt.」(Kate)


  「But I’m the one being treated…」(Iris)


  「But you got injured because you protected me and those men, right!?」(Kate)


  「Stillー!」(Iris)


  The two began to argue which one would pay.


  Fortunately, they were not trying to force the other to pay the debt.
 It would be awkward if they did.


  However, I should stop them from arguing about this simple problem any longer.


  「Alright, alright!」(Sarasa)


  I clapped my hands twice to interrupt them


  Hearing the sound of my claps, they looked at me with an awkward face and bowed their heads.


  「Aa… Store Owner, I’m sorry…」(Iris)


  「I’m sorry…」(Kate)


  「Ahem! It’s true that Kate-san was the one who asked me for help. However, I think it will be better if you two cooperate to pay. You know that it’s not cheap, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes… To be honest, I can’t believe I’m still alive now… I can even move my arm without any problems… It’s hard to believe that this arm was separated from my body yesterday…」(Iris)


  Saying that, Iris-san moved her arm slowly.


  The movements looked natural, so it seems that her arm has really been healed.


  Well, I knew that she would be fine because theoretically, she should be healed with my treatment.
 However, I felt relieved seeing her arm fully healed.


  「I also couldn’t believe it when I saw the store owner put your arm back! I never thought that there would be a talented alchemist in a remote area like this!ーーAh! I, I’m sorry…」(Kate)


  Kate-san hurriedly apologized, but Lorea-chan and I could only laugh a little since we couldn’t deny that this is indeed a remote area.


  「No, to be honest, I also think that this village is in a remote place. And by the way, I don’t have potions that can heal serious injuries anymore since I used all I had yesterday, so please don’t get injured again.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Well, I would be surprised if you had many expensive potions like that.」(Kite)


  Actually, I made those potions because Master gave me materials, which were… of course, really, really expensive.


  Honestly, my hands were trembling when I touched such expensive materials.
 However, there was no point in preserving them, and as Master’s disciple, I thought I should make use of the materials, so I made those potions.


  「By the way… How much does the treatment cost…?」(Kate)


  Kate and Iris looked at me and swallowed saliva at the same time.


  To be honest, I’m a little hesitant to tell them the price, but I should tell them sooner or later anyway.


  「Umm… Normally, there will be a cost for the treatment itself, but I can make it free, so you can just pay for the potions… And the price of the potions is ーーー」(Sarasa)


  After I told them how much they should pay, not only Kate-san and Iris-san, but Lorea-chan, who was listening to us, were dumbfounded.


  Iris-san’s face, that got better as she recovered, turned pale.


  Actually, I gave them a discount, though…


  If you want to buy such potions in the royal capital, the price will be way more expensive.


  「I.. I see… Guess we have to work really hard…」(Iris)


  「U, Un… Let’s do our best together, Iris…!」(Kate)


  The two, who had been arguing which one would pay until a while ago, looked at each other, held each other’s hands, and nodded at each other while trembling a little.


  A beautiful friendship, I guess?


  「If your arm had been cut off cleanly, I wouldn’t have had to use this many potions. Besides, your stomach’s condition was also terrible.」(Sarasa)


  「Aa, no, Store Manager-dono. It’s not like I’m dissatisfied with the price. I’m really grateful that you saved my life.」(Iris)


  「She’s right. We were just surprised with the price. I managed to get Iris’ arm back before we left the forest, but honestly, I didn’t think the alchemist of this village could completely heal her arm at that time. So I’m really grateful to you.」(Kate)


  「Ah, I should thank you too. Thank you for retrieving my arm in that dangerous situation.」(Iris)


  Even though they were in a very dangerous situation, I wonder how she could afford to pick up Iris-san’s arm.


  「Regrowing an arm would be impossible for a human, but I thought that there might be someone who could reconnect your arm… I didn’t want Iris to lose her arm after all.」(Kate)


  While saying so, Kate-san stroked Iris-san’s arm as if to confirm that it was really there.


  Iris-san then held Kate-san’s hand and saidー


  「Thank you, Kate.」(Iris)


  Un, un! What a beautiful friendship! How nice!


  Honestly, I’m a little jealous since I don’t have many friends.


  「Sarasa-san, can an alchemist regenerate someone’s lost arm?」(Lorea)


  Ah, I can understand why Lorea-chan is wondering that because most people think that we can do anything with alchemy.


  Iris-san and Kate-san who have more knowledge than Lorea-chan, smiled bitterly while making an expression like, “Nah, it’s impossible”.


  Howeverー


  「Yes. Some alchemists can.」(Sarasa)


  「「Eeeehhh!?」」(Iris & Kate)


  Hearing me answering Lorea-chan’s question, Iris-san and Kate-san raised their voices and looked at me with surprised faces.


  Un. I can understand their feelings.


  「First of all, the ones who can do that are only high-class alchemists like my master. And of course, it requires a tremendous amount of money that is impossible for ordinary people to pay. So yeah, it’s not wrong to say that ‘it’s impossible’.」(Sarasa)


  Listening to my explanation, Iris-san nodded.


  「I see… I feel like it would be impossible for me to be able to pay…」(Iris)


  「We are just ordinary people, after all…」(Kate)


  It’s not an amount of money that ordinary people can prepare, and of course, you can’t just say “Put it on my tab” to a high-class alchemist.


  If you only have a normal job, you won’t be able to pay for it.


  Therefore, common people will just give up even if they know there is a way to get back a lost arm because they know they won’t be able to pay for the treatment.


  And because the materials are very valuable because Collectors have to risk their life to get them, the alchemists can’t just treat people for free out of pity.


  「I see… so that’s how it works…」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry, because you’re my store’s employee, I’ll help you right away in case of emergency.」(Sarasa)


  「…But… How can I pay for it…?」(Lorea)


  「By payroll deduction?」(Sarasa)


  「I will be working forever, then!」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry, I’ll give you an employee discount.」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t think it’s an amount of money that can be covered with an employee discount…」(Lorea)


  I laughed at Lorea-chan who sighed after saying that.


  Indeed it might be impossible for Lorea-chan to pay such a huge amount of money.
 However, I think it will be possible if Lorea-chan works hard like Maria-san in Master’s store, so I want her to do her best.
 I don’t want to lose her after all.


  「I’ll heal you completely if you get injured, so don’t worry, Lorea-chan.」(Sarasa)


  「Uhh…. I don’t know if I should be happy or not…」(Lorea)


  


  「Fufufu. Do you mean you’re happy to be saved, but you don’t want to live in debt? Don’t worry, it’s not like I will cut your entire salary, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「S, Store Owner-dono, when should we pay off our debt?」(Iris)


  Iris-san raised her hand anxiously and asked me such a question.


  「Umm… I don’t know how good you two are as Collectors…」(Sarasa)


  「We’re pretty skilledーー No…」(Kate)


  「It’s not convincing at all since I got terribly injured while working… But we promise, we’ll do our best!」(Iris)


  With a slightly stiff face, Iris-san declared her determination.


  I think they have confidence in their skills since they came to this village to enter the Great Sea of Trees.
 So I guess Iris-san got seriously injured on her first time entering that place is just bad luck and has nothing to do with their skills.


  「Rest assured. I won’t rush you to pay the debt.」(Sarasa)


  「R, Really? I’m sorry for the trouble, and thank you so much!」(Iris)


  As soon as Iris-san made a relieved faceー


  Gyurururu～～～


  ーher stomach growled.


  Her face then turned bright red.


  Heeー I didn’t know Iris-san could be this cute~


  「Are you hungry?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, no… Umm….」(Iris)


  「I have food in stock, would you like to have some?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? No, no. I can’t cause you more trouble!」(Iris)


  「She’s right. You’re generous enough for lending us rooms. We will eat outside by ourselves.」(Kate)


  「But you guys have to save money, right? It’s not a big deal, so please don’t hesitate.」(Sarasa)


  「But, are you sure…?」(Iris)


  「Of course! Lorea-chan, can you prepare the meal?」(Sarasa)


  「Right away!」(Lorea)


  After seeing Lorea-chan walking toward the kitchen, I turned to Iris-san and looked at her whole body.


  Umm… Her body is still kind of dirty.


  「Iris-san… No, Kate-san too. You two can take a bath before eating.」(Sarasa)


  「But…」(Iris)


  「Both of you are gonna live here for a while, so don’t hesitate to take a bathー No. You two MUST take a bath! I don’t like it if there are girls with dirt on their bodies living in my house!」(Sarasa)


  「Uhh… Am I that dirty…?」(Iris)


  Iris-san looked down.
 My outspoken words might have hurt her feelings.


  However, I think I have to tell both of them firmly about this.
 Hygiene is important for alchemy after all.


  「I wiped your body yesterday, but it’s hard to say that it completely cleaned your body.」(Sarasa)


  「Hm!? So… the one who wiped my body was…」(Iris)


  「Yup. It was me. You were so dirty, so I removed all of your clothes and wiped every inch of your body.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh!? I thought it was Kate!」(Iris)


  Iris-san glared at Kate-san, but Kate-san shook her head.


  「W, Well, you were already naked before I knew it, so…. Ah! But I was the one who dressed you in nightwear!」(Kate)


  「Uuhh….」(Iris)


  It looks like Iris-san didn’t want others to see her naked.
 She dropped her shoulders.


  I don’t understand why she’s so upset.
 It’s not like she has been seen by a man.


  Anyway, I should prepare a bath for them.


  I left them, went to the bathroom, and filled the tub with water magic.


  When I came back to the store area, Iris-san didn’t look gloomy anymore.
 Kate-san must have said something to cheer her up.


  「The bath is ready. You guys can use it now.」(Sarasa)


  「Thank you very much… Also, thank you for wiping my body yesterday.」(iris)


  「Well, alchemists are like doctors after all, so it’s natural for me to take care of an injured person like you, so you don’t have to worry about it.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, I know… but still…」(Iris)


  Iris-san smiled bitterly.
 Looks like she is still embarrassed.


  Well, I can understand.


  Actually, I was also a little embarrassed when I removed her clothes and saw her naked.
 However, it was only for a short time because I was immediately overwhelmed by how intense the situation was.


  「Iris, you said you won’t worry about that anymore, didn’t you? Let’s take a bath. Store Manager, thank you for preparing the bath.」(Kate)


  「No problem. Please clean your body as well as possible.」(Sarasa)


  Kate-san then helped Iris-san walk to the bathroom.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「Can you tell me about the monster that attacked you yesterday?」(Sarasa)


  After Iris-san and Kate-san finished showering and eating, I asked them so.


  From what Kate-san told me yesterday, I could guess that it must be a Hellfire Grizzly, but I asked them once again just to be sure.


  「Umm. It looked like a bear with four arms, and it was about twice my height. That bear was really big.」(Iris)


  Iris-san stood up and raised her arm, trying to tell me how big the monster was.


  「…Even though you’re quite tall, that monster was twice as tall as you, huh…?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. Also, its body was about one meter in width.」(Iris)


  「Its fur was red, and it spat fire from its mouth. Its body was hard to cut, and it also has claws that were strong enough to deflect Iris’ sword away.」(Kate)


  「Aa! That reminds me! Where is my sword!?」(Iris)


  Kate-san shook her head awkwardly.


  「I’m sorry. I couldn’t afford to collect it…」(Kate)


  「I see… No, it’s okay. I never thought that I would lose it…」(Iris)


  Iris-san made a pitiful expression and let out a big sigh.


  I think Kate-san is amazing enough to be able to retrieve Iris-san’s severed arm in such a dangerous situation.


  「Hmm… Those characteristics… Plus, it also has poison in its claws… There’s no doubt that it was a Hellfire Grizzly… How far was the place where you met this monster from this village? 」(Sarasa)


  「It wasn’t that far, right?」(Iris)


  Iris-san turned her gaze at Kate-san to confirm.


  Kate-san thought for a moment and then nodded.


  「Yeah. I don’t think it was that far from here. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have been able to bring Iris here. I was running desperately that time, but I think it was less than twenty minutes to get here.」(Kate)


  「That’s pretty close… Sarasa-san, are we gonna be okay…?」(Lorea)


  「Umm….. They’re not that strong as a monster, but…」(Sarasa)


  Listening to what I said, Iris-san looked at me with her eyes wide open.


  「What!? That bear is not that strong, you say!?」(Iris)


  「Yes. But as a monster, not a beast.」(Sarasa)


  Monsters and beasts.
 Although there is no clear definition about them, generally, creatures that cannot be killed by hunters, and creatures that pose a threat to humans, are classified as ‘monsters’.


  To put it simply, “if the creature is strong, it’s a monster”.


  Hellfire Grizzly is also a kind of monster.
 However, according to Iris-san, the Hellfire Grizzly she met was about below average in size from the normal Hellfire Grizzly, so from my point of view, it shouldn’t have been a threat.


  「Monster, huh…?」(Iris)


  「Was it your first time seeing a monster?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. Honestly, I’m confident with my fighting skill though…」(Iris)


  Iris-san and Kate-san nodded at me and showed a slight depression.


  But I don’t think they need to be depressed like that.
 Being able to escape from a monster when you have never seen one before is lucky enough.
 Monsters are dangerous after all.


  「But normally, such monsters should live deeper in the forest. It would be really bad if they entered this village…」(Sarasa)


  「Sa, Sarasa-san, they won’t come, right? The villagers will be just fine, right?」(Lorea)


  「Umm… I don’t know…」(Sarasa)


  「Ehh…」(Lorea)


  I wanted to reassure Lorea-chan, but I couldn’t just lie to her.


  After I answered her honestly that I don’t know, Lorea-chan began to panic.


  Even though she has never seen a Hellfire Grizzly before, she knew how dangerous that monster was after seeing Iris-san’s terrible condition yesterday.


  Even Iris-san, who said that she was confident with her fighting ability, almost died fighting that monster, so I can understand why Lorea-chan is so panicked.


  「I, In a case like this, should we ask the feudal lord for help?」(Lorea)


  「I also think so, but I don’t know if the feudal lord will help us…」(Sarasa)


  The current situation is like “There are monsters in the forest”, but the people who potentially become victims are the Collectors who go there, knowing that it might endanger them.
 That’s why the feudal lord wouldn’t really care about this matter.


  It’s hard to get the feudal lord’s attention by just saying “The monsters might endanger us” because deploying soldiers costs a lot of money.


  A competent feudal lord will deal with a problem before it damages a village.
 An ordinary feudal lord will deal with a problem after it damages a village.
 An incompetent feudal lord will ignore a problem even after it damages a village.


  However, if a village disappeared because of a feudal lord’s incompetence, that feudal lord would receive punishment from the king, so that would most likely not happen.


  「Do you know what this region’s feudal lord is like?」(Sarasa)


  When I asked Lorea-chan so, she shook her head.


  Well, it’s normal that a young girl like her doesn’t know about the feudal lord here.


  Iris-san answered me in place of Lorea-chan.


  「From my point of view, the feudal lord here is almost at the level of ‘incompetent’.」(Iris)


  「No way…」(Lorea)


  After Iris-san made a merciless evaluation of the feudal lord, Lorea-chan made a little surprised face and looked down.


  Lorea-chan must be worried about the safety of this village because she was born and raised here.


  Not only her, I’m also worried because the probability that the next victim would be one of my acquaintances is not low.


  For example, Ells-san’s husband, Jasper-san, often went into the forest to hunt.
 I don’t want to see Ells-san’s sad face after losing her husband…


  「…Alright. I’ll go kill that monster and use its body parts as materials for alchemy!」(Sarasa)


  「「「…..Eeehh!?」」」


  Iris-san, Kate-san, and Lorea-chan simultaneously looked at me with shocked expressions.


  


  「…Guess I’ll go kill that monster myself and use its body as a material for alchemy~」(Sarasa)


  「「「…..Eeehh!?」」」


  Iris-san, Kate-san, and Lorea-chan simultaneously looked at me with shocked expressions.


  「No, no, no! Store Owner-san, have you lost your mind!? Why can you say that as if it’s not a big deal!?」(Kate)


  Kate-san violently waved her hands as she made an expression like “Is she stupid or what!?”, but I just tilted my head.


  「Eh?」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan on the other hand, made a worried face that she looked to be on the verge of tears.


  「She’s right! I don’t want someone to get hurt… especially you, Sarasa-san!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan didn’t want the worst case scenario where the Hellfire Grizzly would invade this village and hurt many villagers to happen, but at the same time, she also worried about me.


  She is very kind.
 I’m happy that she is worried about me, but this problem is really not a big deal to begin with.


  「Guys, chillー You don’t have to worry.」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, could it be… you’re really strong?」(Iris)


  「I’m nothing compared to my master, and to call myself ‘strong’ is somewhat embarrassing… But if there’s only one Hellfire Grizzly, I think I can handle it.」(Sarasa)


  One thing I need to think about is how I will kill it.


  I can use magic, but since I recently practiced my sword skills, should I try to kill it with a sword?


  But…
 Considering I want to make use of its body parts as materials, I have to think carefully about how I will kill it.


  If I stab it in the heart, I won’t be able to use its heart as a material.
 If I crush its head, I won’t be able to use its eyeballs and brain.
 Hmm….


  I can make several cuts on its body and wait until it dies of blood loss.
 It’s not a bad method if I want to use its body parts as materials, but it’s a bad idea if I want to use its meat as a food ingredient because it will make the meat taste bad.


  If I cut off its neck, it will die in a short time, but the quality of its fur will drop.


  It’s difficult to kill it with all of its body parts still in good condition.
 Looks like I need to give up on one of them.


  After I explained about that to the three girls, their shocked faces gradually changed to dumbfounded ones.


  「E, Everyone…?」(Sarasa)


  「Ummm…. I heard rumors saying that alchemists are strong. So it was true, huh?」(Iris)


  「Ah, no, not really. Every alchemist is different from one another, you now? There are also alchemists who don’t have any fighting ability.」(Sarasa)


  Alchemists must have the ability to control their magical power to a certain level.
 They can use a powerful magic attack if they are good at controlling their magical power.


  However, it’s up to the alchemist themselves when it comes to fighting ability.


  Moreover, we rarely learned about offensive magic at alchemist school.


  On the other hand, there was a curriculum for fighting using weapons, but people didn’t put much effort into it.


  It would be enough as long as you could protect yourself so that you didn’t give much trouble to your bodyguard if you hired one when you went into a forest to collect materials.


  「It’s not that I want to brag, but I was quite strong among the students of the same grade when I was at school.」(Sarasa)


  「I, I see… Well, that’s impressive, but Store Owner-dono, I think going to fight that monster alone is…」(Iris)


  「Ah, you’re right. I can’t bring back the Hellfire Grizzly’s big corpse if I go alone…」(Sarasa)


  「That’s not what I mean though…」(Iris)


  I don’t think I can do it alone even if I use body strengthening because the size of its giant body is way too big compared to my small body.


  I can use the backpack from Master, but I would have to cut the corpse into pieces, and I don’t want my precious backpack to get stained with blood.


  「If you want to bring someone to help you with that, I will go with you!」(Iris)


  「Eh? But, Iris-san, you still need to get some rest!」(Sarasa)


  「No, I’m okay! I will just help you carry the bear’s corpse after all.」(Iris)


  「But…」(Sarasa)


  I looked at Kate-san, hoping that she would stop Iris-san.


  She then nodded at me and made a face as if saying “Got it!”.


  Nice!
 As expected from a person like Kate-san.
 I’m glad that she understands what to do.


  I can’t take a person who just recovered from terrible injuries to the forest after all.


  「I will go with you too! You can leave it to us!」(Kate)


  「Eehh!?」(Sarasa)


  No! That’s not what I mean!
 I want you to stop her!


  Haahh… I thought she understood…


  When I was thinking ‘What should I say?’, Lorea-chan spoke to me, still with a worried face.


  「Sarasa-san… are you really sure you’re going to be alright…? If something happens to you, I will….」(Lorea)


  Seeing her still worrying about me, I nodded vigorously.


  「Of course I’ll be fine! Don’t worry, Lorea-chan! A monster of that level means nothing to me! It’s just a little cute bear in my eyes!」(Sarasa)


  「A little… cute bear, huh…? Haha…」(Iris)


  「Ah….」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san looked down with a gloomy face.


  I tried not to make Lorea-chan worried, but it looks like that my words hurt Iris-san’s pride.


  「Aaー S, Store Owner-san, would you prefer if we don’t go with you?」(Kate)


  「Ah, no, I still need someone to help me carry the bear’s corpse, but Iris-san… Hmm…. How about we go tomorrow? Iris-san, I will let you go with us tomorrow, but you have to rest for today! Alright, let’s go to your bedroom! Hurry, hurry~」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Ehh?」(Iris)


  I forcibly took Iris-san, who was still depressed, to her bed while Kate-san and Lorea-chan were just watching with bitter smiles on their faces.


  After that, I started making preparations for tomorrow’s hunt.


  
  Chapter 17 : New Problems


  「Alright then, let’s go hunt the bear! Jasper-san, I’m counting on you for today.」(Sarasa)


  「Leave it to me! This is a serious problem for everyone in the village, after all.」(Jasper)


  The members of today’s bear hunting team are me, Kate-san, Iris-san, and Ells-san’s husband, Jasper-san.


  I invited Jasper-san because he is my nearest neighbour and easy to ask, but the main reason is because he is a hunter and has a reliable tracking ability.


  Even if I can kill the bear, it will be meaningless if we can’t find it, right?


  Besides, I’m an amateur at tracking animals.
 Iris-san and Kate-san don’t seem to be good at tracking animals either, so I asked for help from a professional.


  Jasper-san is the only hunter in this village, so we can definitely rely on him.


  「Sarasa-chan, let me ask you once again. You really can kill it, right? I’m a hunter but I can only hunt normal bears. It’s impossible for me to kill a monster.」(Jasper)


  「Don’t worry, I can fight it alone. Please run away if you feel it’s too dangerous.」(Sarasa)


  「No, Ells will kill me if I run away leaving a girl like you alone! So Sarasa-chan, I also want you to run away if you think you can’t kill it.」(Jasper)


  「Ahaha… Don’t worry, don’t worry. I’ll be just fine, really.」(Sarasa)


  Looks like Ells-san is the boss in their family…
 Well, she looks as strong as a sumo wrestler, after all.


  「Alright, Kate-san, please guide us to the place where you were attacked.」(Sarasa)


  「Roger that. Umm… I think it was this way.」(Kate)


  With Kate-san as the guide, we first headed to the place where she and Iris-san were attacked by the Hellfire Grizzly.


  She didn’t seem to remember clearly because she was running while carrying Iris-san on her back.
 However, the blood trail along the path showed us the way.


   


  -30 minutes later-


  「This is the place! We were attacked here!」(Kate)


  Even an amateur like me could tell right away that this place was the scene of the tragedy.


  Broken twigs, trampled grass, burn marks on the ground, and blackened blood stains.


  「This is terrible… Sarasa-chan, this guy is pretty big. I don’t think I could even kill a normal bear if it was this big…」(Jasper)


  After inspecting the claw marks on the trees around us, Jasper-san shook his head with a slightly dismayed expression.


  Iris-san said that it was almost twice as tall as her, but after I looked at Jasper-san’s expression, it looks like the bear was even bigger.


  「No need to worry. The only problem for me is how I can kill it cleanly without damaging its body parts too muchー」(Sarasa)


  「There it is! My sword!」(Iris)


  Iris-san raised her voice all of a sudden.


  It looks like she has been looking around for her sword.


  With a happy expression on her face, she picked up her sword from some bushes.


  Come to think of it, Kate-san said she didn’t have time to pick up Iris-san’s sword when they ran away from here.


  「I’m glad for you.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, Store Owner-dono…」(Iris)


  Iris-san, who was hugging her sword happily, looked at me with a slightly awkward look and shook her hand vigorously.


  「A, ahh! I, It’s not that I come along just to find my sword! I was thinking if I have my sword, I can be useful!」(Iris)


  「Eh? Ah, I don’t mind. You can’t work as a Collector without a sword, after all.」(Sarasa)


  I wonder why she is a bit panicked, but I see, she’s worried about that, huh?
 I don’t think she has to feel guilty about that.


  Swords are expensive, after all.
 That’s why I didn’t have a sword when I came to this village, but thankfully, Master gave me one.


  For Iris-san, who is currently in debt, not having a sword is a serious problem.


  「I’m sorry, Store Owner-san. I completely forgot about this.ーーIris, if you come along because you wanted to collect your sword, you could have told us.」(Kate)


  「Uuh… I’m sorry. I can’t deny that I only thought about my sword when I volunteered to help carry the bear’s corpse.」(Iris)


  Iris-san bowed to me with an awkward expression.


  After looking at Iris-san, Kate-san also did the same.


  「Ah, no no! You REALLY don’t have to feel guilty about that. I’m glad that you found your sword.」(Sarasa)


  「…Store Owner-dono, you’re so kind.」(Iris)


  「A, Ahaha…」(Sarasa)


  Now that Iris-san has calmed down, we’re back to the business we came here for.


  「Jasper-san, can you track the bear down?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course!! I wouldn’t be able to call myself a hunter if I couldn’t even track a big target like this.」(Jasper)


  「Great! I’m counting on you!」(Sarasa)


  「Ou!」(Jasper)


  After making a thumbs up pose, Jasper-san guided us, following the traces of the bear.


  First, we walked in the direction where we came from.


  After a while, Jasper-san stopped for a moment, and then changed the course.


  Looks like the bear had given up after a while of chasing Iris-san and Kate-san.


  「…Does this mean we were lucky…?」(Kate)


  「You can say so. Bears usually chase after their prey persistently. Well, I don’t know if… what is it called again? Hellfire Grizzly? I don’t know if that monster falls into the bear category, though.」(Jasper)


  「Monsters are also quite persistent at chasing after their prey. Unlike wild animals, there are many aggressive monsters that attack people.」(Sarasa)


  Most ordinary wild animals would run away when they encounter humans unless they were very hungry.
 If you walked while making sounds, wild animals would usually avoid you.


  However, monsters are different.
 There were quite a lot of cases where monsters attacked humans as soon as they saw them.


  This is a clear difference between monsters and wild animals while it can be quite difficult to distinguish between the two sometimes.


  Of course, there are also monsters that don’t attack humans right away, but I’ve never seen a monster like that.


  「Anyway, I’m glad that the Hellfire Grizzly didn’t chase you guys to the village. Otherwise, it would have been really bad.」(Sarasa)


  「There’s no one who can deal with monsters in the village after all….. Except Sarasa-chan, of course.」(Jasper)


  「No, maybe some of the veteran Collectors can fight monsters too… Well, I don’t know if they would be willing to fight to protect the village, though.」(Sarasa)


  「I would fight for the village!」(Iris)


  「No, no. Iris-san, you were badly injured at that time, right?」(Sarasa)


  「A, Ahh… Well, yeah, but if I was fine, I would definitely fight for the village!」(Iris)


  「Fufu. I know.」(Sarasa)


  I like her spirit, but I want her to care more about her own life.


  She sacrificed herself to protect two male Collectors even though they were only excess baggage for her.


  Iris-san is kind, but she makes people around her worried.


  


  「It’s getting closer to the village…」(Jasper)


  「Yes. I’m glad we came before anything bad happened.」(Sarasa)


  Although the traces meandered through the forest, the bear seems to have moved closer to the village.


  If we ignored it, it’s very likely that the bear will attack the village in the near future.


  「Hm!? This is a pretty new trace. Everyone, please be careful.」(Jasper)


  「Really? If that’s the case…」(Sarasa)


  I activated detection magic and searched our surroundings.


  If the bear is really close to us, I will definitely find it.


  「Umm…ーーAa! Found it! Alright, I’ll go alone.」(Sarasa)


  「Butー」(Iris)


  「You can come, but it would be troublesome if the bear saw you, so please keep a low profile as much as possible.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-chan, can you really beat that bear?」(Jasper)


  「Yes. I might look like this, but I’m an alchemist!」(Sarasa)


  「Alchemists I know can’t fight, though…」(Jasper)


  Most people think that alchemists can’t fight, but actually, there are also strong alchemists.


  Especially, Master.
 She is unreasonably strong.
 Her skill at using a sword is better than a knight of the kingdom in my opinion.


  I’m nothing compared to Master, but I have confidence that I’m strong in quick battles that don’t require a lot of stamina.


  I headed toward the bear following my detection magic.


  A little away behind, Jasper-san and the others were following me.


  I decided to kill it with a surprise attack.
 Even without using a surprise attack, I still can kill it, but I want to keep its body parts in good condition.


  After walking for a minuteー


  ーーThere it is!


  I don’t know why, but it’s destroying the surrounding trees for some reason.


  Luckily, its back was turned to us.


  「Store Owner-dono, how will you kill it?」(Iris)


  「There are many ways to kill it, but this time, I will break its neck.」(Sarasa)


  「Break its neck?」(Iris)


  「Yes. I don’t want to damage its body too much, so I think breaking its neck is the best way.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh…?」(Iris)


  「Haー!」(Sarasa)


  Leaving Iris-san who tilted her head, I used body strengthening and dashed quickly toward the bear’s back.


  I jumped, held its head from the back strongly with both my hands, and snapped its neck.


  After I heard the sound of breaking bones, I jumped off the bear’s back, did a backflip once, and landed on the ground.


  And then, the Hellfire Grizzly fell to the ground without moving an inch.


  「Fiuh…」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Eehh? EEEHHHH!?」(Iris)


  「…Hm? What’s wrong?」(Sarasa)


  「Unbelievable….」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san looked at me and the Hellfire Grizzly’s corpse alternately with confused expressions on their faces.


  「I told you I can kill it easily, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, but… I didn’t expect it would be this quick…」(Iris)


  Even though they are looking at me like that, I don’t know how to react.


  「I thought you would kill it with that dagger of yours.」(Iris)


  「Ah, this? I bring this just in case, but then I thought it would damage the bear’s skin if I killed it with this.」(Sarasa)


  In the first place, I’m good at martial arts.


  I didn’t have money back then, so I couldn’t buy a weapon.
 Thus, I practiced martial arts a little.


  Besides, weapons have to be maintained regularly, which costs money.


  In that respect, magic and martial arts are better.


  It costs you zero reas!
 All you need is your body, your physical strength and your mental strength.


  Such a wallet-friendly way to fight!


  That’s why I basically used only my bare hands to kill monsters during training at school.


  Thanks to that, I can now collect this Hellfire Grizzly’s fur without damaging it.


  By the way, the one who taught me martial arts was the teacher who taught swordsmanship at school.


  There was no exam for martial arts, but that teacher seemed to be an orphan just like me, so he enthusiastically taught me how to fight without a weapon.


  「Alright then, I’ll burcher it now. It’s better to do it while it’s still fresh, after all…. Nice, the fire bladder is full.」(Sarasa)


  “Fire bladder” is an organ found inside the body of flame monsters like Hellfire Grizzly.
 The bag contained some kind of hot liquid.


  If you want to collect the bag with plenty of liquid, you have to kill the monster quickly, because if they spit out flames, the hot liquid in the fire bladder will decrease.


  [image: 00019]

  This Hellfire Grizzly attacked Iris-san a few days ago, but it looks like it didn’t spit out fire too much at that time because there’s still plenty of liquid inside its fire bladder now.


  「Hoo… Sarasa-chan, you’re so skillful at butchering monsters, huh?」(Jasper)


  「Well, if I can’t do this much, I can’t call myself an alchemist.」(Sarasa)


  At least I feel like I’m not losing to Jasper-san at dismantling animals.


  「Ughh… the enemy I struggled with is so easily made into materials like this… 」(Iris)


  While being watched by Iris-san with a somewhat complicated look on her face, I continued butchering the bear.


  Because materials from this kind of monster are hard to obtain, I’m sure I can sell them at a high price.


  Let’s send half of them to Master… or maybe to Leonora-san in South Strugg…


  Well, I can decide later.


  「Lastly, the eyeballs. I can do the rest at home.」(Sarasa)


  「Almost done? That’s really fast.」(Jasper)


  「I have to do it quickly while it’s still fresh, after all….. Eh!? These eyeballs… Could they be…」(Sarasa)


  Normally, Hellfire Grizzly’s eyeballs are white.


  However, the ones I took out were bright red.


  


  「Hellfire Grizzly Frenzy?」(village mayor)


  「Yes, most likely.」(Sarasa)


  “Hellfire Grizzly Frenzy”.


  That’s what people call the incidents where a group of Hellfire Grizzlies attacked villages or towns.


  There are various theories about the cause, but the most influential one is “lack of flame stones”.


  As the name suggests, flame stones are stones that contain the power of fire.
 They could be mined in the mountains in the depths of the Great Sea of Trees.


  Hellfire Grizzlies like to eat these stones, but if for some reason they can’t eat enough flame stones, they will leave their territory and go rampage as if they lost their minds.


  The sign that they are going crazy is that their eyes turn red.


  I killed one, but I heard that they usually move in a group, so most likely, there are still at least ten of them, or more than one hundred at worst.


  「No… way….」(village mayor)


  The village mayor’s face turned pale after listening to my explanation.


  A while ago, after I finished butchering the Hellfire Grizzly I had killed, we hurried back to the village, stored the bear’s corpse in Jasper-san’s hut, and immediately went to the village mayor’s house.


  If there are only one or two left, they will be easy money for me, but I can’t deal with a “Hellfire Grizzly Frenzy” alone.


  Not to brag, but I don’t have the stamina to fight for a long time.


  「W, What should we do…? Jasper, do you think we can handle it?」(village mayor)


  「I can’t even kill one… And I don’t think we have enough time to ask the feudal lord for help…」(Jasper)


  「The bears will come tomorrow at the earliest, and within six days at the latest.」(Sarasa)


  「We’re doomed, then! We even don’t have time to contact the feudal lord… Even if we had time, I don’t know if he would send his soldiers to save our village…」(village mayor)


  The village mayor held his head as his face turned even paler.


  As Ells-san told me, the village mayor could do nothing but collect tax from the villagers.
 He didn’t know how to deal with an emergency situation like this.


  The most reliable person in this village is Jasper-san, but…


  「Sarasa-chan, can you do something?」(Jasper)


  「Jasper-san, I might have killed one easily earlier, but I could do that because the bear was alone, and I did it with a surprise attack…」(Sarasa)


  It’s the same as if you could stop one sheep, but just imagine if there were ten sheep rushing toward you at once.
 How can you stop them?


  Well, Hellfire Grizzlies cannot be compared to sheep, though.


  「Of course I will cooperate as much as I can, but… are there any villagers who can fight?」(Sarasa)


  「Frankly, it’s only Jasper…」(village mayor)


  「But I’m sorry. I don’t think I can be any help… And most of the villagers are just farmers.」(Jasper)


  「Even though they can’t fight, they can help by throwing stones and water at the bears. And I think we should ask the Collectors who stay in this village to cooperate.」(Sarasa)


  「But, this village doesn’t have much money…」(village mayor)


  Looking at the village mayor’s troubled face, Iris-san and Kate-san raised their voices.


  「As a Collector who stays in this village, I’ll cooperate! But I don’t think I can be of much help. 」(Iris)


  「Me too! If there’s something I can do, I’ll do my best!」(Kate)


  「Ooh! Thank you! Some Collectors who have stayed in this village for a long time may also be willing to help.」(village mayor)


  「As for the reward, I will buy all the materials from the Hellfire Grizzlies you kill at a high price.」(Sarasa)


  Collectors are not mercenaries, but I think they will cooperate if I buy their materials at a high price.
 Besides, this is about the safety of the village they stay in.


  The problem is only veteran Collectors might be able to kill Hellfire Grizzlies.
 I think the Collectors who are as strong as Andre-san would be able to do it.


  「Even so, we still don’t have enough people to protect the entire village.」(village mayor)


  「Exactly. But I have an idea.」(Sarasa)


  I’ve read in a book that we can distract Hellfire Grizzlies to some extent with magic stones that have been filled with fire magic since they like flame stones.


  If we can’t protect the entire village, we have no choice but to distract the enemies and gather them in one place.


  「We will make a big cage, guide the bears there, and attack them at once. People who can’t fight can help with the preparations. If we do this, maybe we can kill them all…. maybe…」(Sarasa)


  Even if we couldn’t lure all of them, it should be better than having the bears spread all over the village and causing chaos.


  If there are some bears that couldn’t be lured, we would have no choice but to send someone to deal with them.


  「We can also just run away to a different village, but Village Mayor-san, the decision is yours to make.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… We can’t abandon the village because most of the villagers are farmers. They won’t be able to make a living if they abandon their farmland. And there’s no point in expecting support from the feudal lord…」(village mayor)


  「This territory’s feudal lord is incomptetent, after all…」(Jasper)


  Both the village mayor and Jasper-san sighed.


  I don’t know what kind of person the feudal lord is, but normally, a feudal lord is supposed to send support immediately to villages in trouble, right?


  But there’s a possibility that all the people who live in a village are people who came from another territory, so maybe that’s why he didn’t want to support a village carelessly?


  Even so, the feudal lord can still make profit from collecting tax money from them, right?


  So yeah, maybe the village mayor and Jasper-san are right.
 The feudal lord here is just an incompetent jerk.


  「It’s the same with you, Sarasa-chan. You haven’t lived in this village long, so you don’t have the responsibility to protect this village, right?」(village mayor)


  「No. There’s no way I can run away and leave my friends behind.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan is my precious friend.


  Ells-san, Diral-san and Geberg-san are also kind people who I can’t abandon.


  I will not let them get killed!


  「Thank you, Sarasa-chan. And thank you, God, for sending Sarasa-chan here.」(village mayor)


  「We’ll be forever in your debt. Thank you, Sarasa-chan. I also love this village. There’s no way I can abandon it.」(Jasper)


  「Please don’t worry about it. More importantly, we have to start working now.」(Sarasa)


  And then, we discussed how we will make the cage, how we will lure the bears, and where we will fight them.


  I have learned about how to deal with this kind of problem at school, but Iris-san and Kate-san unexpectedly had more knowledge than I thought.


  Thanks to that, the discussion progressed smoothly.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「Sarasa-san, is there something I can do to help?」(Lorea)


  「Ah, there is! Can you pick some herbs from the backyard and wash them?」(Sarasa)


  「Leave it to me!」(Lorea)


  Immediately after seeing off Lorea-chan who dashed toward my store, I started making fire magic stones.


  Although I called them magic stones, they don’t need to be as pure as the ones used to make artifacts, so I just quickly grind the crystal shards into powder and put fire magical power into it.


  However, I need to make quite a lot of it because we have to sow it over a fairly wide area to lure the bears.


  「If this failed, we would be doomed…」(Sarasa)


  The money I used to buy these large amounts of crystal shards will be replaced once I sell the materials I get from the Hellfire Grizzlies that will attack us.
 If this plan goes well, that is.


  If it failed and we didn’t have a choice but to run away, abandoning the village, I would return to the royal capital and work at Master’s store like before.


  But of course, I want to avoid it if possible.


  By the way, I told Lorea-chan that I would go back to the royal capital if we failed to stop the bears.


  She was shocked for a moment, but then she calmed down and asked me if there’s anything she can help with.
 That’s Lorea-chan for you.


  And by the way, Iris-san and Kate-san were helping build the cage.


  The cage must be strong because we will lock the bears in there.


  Aside from the cage, we also built simple fences surrounding the village just in case.


  How strong the cage is depends on how strong and how much the bears will be, but I don’t think I need to worry about that because Geberg-san and his men were also helping build it.


  But in case we failed…


  No, no. Stop being pessimistic!
 I have to do my best while thinking optimistically!


  After I shook my head to get rid of pessimistic thoughts from my head, I continued grinding the crystal shards.


  
  Chapter 18 : Raid


  「I’m sorry, Store Owner-dono. The situation got worse…」(Iris)


  On the second day of preparing for the battle against Hellfire Grizzlies, Iris-san returned home and brought bad news.


  「Most of the Collectors have left this village…」(Iris)


  「…..Seriously?」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san said that most of the Collectors, even the ones who have lived in this village for a long time, had left this village as if they tried to escape.


  No, they definitely ran away because they didn’t want to fight the pack of Hellfire Grizzlies.


  「It seems the two men who went with us to the forest that day told the other Collectors how scary the bear was.」(Iris)


  Yesterday, the village mayor told the Collectors about the Hellfire Grizzliesand asked for their cooperation.


  It seems that in the dining hall last night, the two men told the other Collectors exaggerated stories about what they had experienced in the forest.


  Therefore, many Collectors who heard their story became scared and left the village this morning.


  The Collectors who didn’t believe their story came to Iris-san and asked her if it was true.


  Because Iris-san couldn’t lie, she told them that it was true, and she also told them that she had lost her arm.


  「I don’t blame them for running away but… this has become harder for us…」(Sarasa)


  「I’m sorry… If only I didn’t get injured so badly!」(Iris)


  Iris-san frowned and clenched her fists.


  「Iris-san, it’s not your fault. Rather, if you hadn’t encountered that bear, we definitely wouldn’t have known that a pack of Hellfire Grizzlies will attack this village. Thanks to you, we can now prepare for the battle.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-san’s right! And even though you’re not a villager, you’re planning to stay and fight for this village’s sake. You should be proud of yourself.」(Lorea)


  「I, Is that so…? Thank you.」(Iris)


  Iris-san’s tense expression loosened up a little.


  「Store Owner-san, can we make it with only a few Collectors?」(Kate)


  「Umm… Honestly, I don’t know… I’d say it will be hard, but I hope we can make it somehow…」(Sarasa)


  Everyone looked even more worried after listening to my discouraged words.


  However, this is not something I can handle alone.
 Besides, I don’t have enough stamina to fight for a long time.


  Hmm… maybe I should make a lot of potions for stamina recovery.


   


  ***


   


  -The fourth day since the preparations began-


  I heard the whistling sound indicating that the Hellfire Grizzlies were coming.


  Immediately, I grabbed my sword and ran outside my store.


  「Sarasa-san, please be careful!」(Lorea)


  「Un! Lorea-chan, you go upstairs! If there are Hellfire Grizzlies approaching this store, please blow the whistle loudly!」(Sarasa)


  「Got it!」(Lorea)


  Because the number of Collectors was insufficient, I had no choice but to think of another plan.


  I distributed whistles to the villagers, and they would blow the whistles if they saw Hellfire Grizzlies escaping the battle area we had prepared to let us know.


  There’s a possibility that the Hellfire Grizzlies will aim for the whistle sound, but there’s no other way, so it can’t be helped.


  I’m a little worried about leaving Lorea-chan alone, but Geberg-san has reinforced my store’s walls, so I believe it will protect Lorea-chan.


  When I rushed to the battle area, I saw the volunteer Collectors and the villagers who had confidence in their physical strength had already gathered there.


  Iris-san and Kate-san who helped build the fences were ready in their respective positions.


  Kate-san was holding a bow on the top of a building, and Iris-san was joining the other Collectors in the front line.


  When I was about to join the frontliners, I saw some familiar faces.


  「Andre-san? Gil-san and Gray-san, too. So you guys are staying?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course! There’s no way we’ll leave this village. We’ve been in this village for a long, long time, you know?」(Andre)


  「Besides, we can’t run away leaving our acquaintance in danger.」(Gil)


  「Even a child like Sarasa-chan is fighting for this village. It would be a shame for us adults if we ran away.」(Gray)


  「Umm, I’m not a child anymore, though… But thank you for staying!」(Sarasa)


  They smiled shyly when I thanked them.


  「You don’t need to thank us. It’s our responsibility. We should be the ones who thank you instead because you have prepared a large amount of potions for us.」(Andre)


  「Making so many potions in a short amount of time was tough, but if we make it, I can get my money back from selling Hellfire Grizzly materials.」(Sarasa)


  Not only did I make potions for wounds, but I also made antidotes because I thought we would need that.


  Thanks to the large alchemy pot in my workshop, making potions itself wasn’t that hard.
 The hardest part was making the bottles after all.


  After this battle is over, and after I collect all the empty bottles, I don’t think I’ll have to make any more bottles for quite a while.


  Making bottles is really tough…


  However, I managed to make enough potions for all of us.


  The fences were not completely finished, but the battle area was good enough.


  We had filled a lot of water containers such as buckets, barrels, basins, ect. with water and gathered them here to take measures against fire.


  Children, women, and the elderly were evacuating into buildings, so even if there were Hellfire Grizzlies that managed to enter the village, they should be safe for a while.


  「Yo, Sarasa-chan, don’t forget about us!」
 「We’re different from the newcomers who just came recently!」
 「Honestly, I don’t know if we will be useful, though! Gahaha!」(veterans)


  「Everyone… Thank you!」(Sasrasa)


  Most of the Collectors who stayed are the veterans who often come to my store.


  Some of them are not strong fighters, but because they have experience, they are more reliable than rookies.


  「Don’t worry, everyone! If we can make good use of the fences and fight them in multiple groups, I’m sure we can make it! Let’s do our best!」(Sarasa)


  「「「OOOOOUUUー!」」」


  When I encouraged the people around me, they shouted in high spirits.


  …Wait a minute.
 Why do I feel like I’m the commander here?
 Since when did I become the commander?


  I’m just a little girl in their eyes, right?
 Is it because I’m an alchemist?


  Uhh… so much pressure…


  But, I can’t leave this role to the village mayor.
 He’s too old for this.


  Someone like Jasper-san or Andre-san should be the commander, but I think it’s too late to ask them.


  I used detection magic to check the situation, and I could see Hellfire Grizzlies approaching the place where we sowed the shards of magic stone I had prepared to lure them.


  ーーWait… There are 20 of them!? That’s too many!


  But we have no choice but to fight them!


  「Everyone, they are about to come! Brace yourself!」(Sarasa)


  


  Shortly after I shouted, Hellfire Grizzlies came out from the woods one by one.


  We sown the magic stone shard in the middle of the battle area which was surrounded by sturdy semi-circular fences.


  However, the enemy seemed to have lost interest in the magic stone shard.
 After they saw us, they turned to us who were outside the fences.


  「Oi oi! Are you kidding me!? They are so big!」


  I didn’t know whose voice that was, but it wasn’t much different in size from the one I defeated a few days ago.


  However, they were indeed overwhelmingly larger than a normal bear.


  No wonder if the Collectors and the villagers who are seeing them for the first time are scared.


  GRAAAAAAAWWRRー！！！


  As if it realized that we were scared, the foremost Hellfire Grizzly screamed and rushed over here.


  This is bad…


  I don’t think the fences will break from the rush, but if we are too scared to attack, it will break the fences eventually.


  I have to do something!


  「【Force Bullet】！」(Sarasa)


  I shot the rushing Hellfire Grizzly with a lump of magical power on its face.


  However, it was only enough to slow the bear down a little.


  Seriously?
 This magic is enough to blow away an adult man and break his bones, though…


  I was shocked.


  I should have practiced offensive magic more…


  For the next move, I quickly stepped forward, pulled out my sword and at the same time swung it at the bear’s neck.


  ーSlash!


  With the sword Master gave me, I cut its neck easily like butter.


  Because of the momentum from the rush, the bear’s severed head and its torso hit the fence behind me.


  「Wow…」(Sarasa)


  I was surprised at myself because even though I used body strengthening, I didn’t expect I could do it so smoothly.


  As expected from an expensive sword.
 It cuts really well.


  Seeing me killing the bear, people stopped moving for some reason.


  「A, Ahem! Everyone, Hellfire Grizzlies are defeatable! Don’t’ be afraid and fight!」(Sarasa)


  When I cleared my throat and shouted, everyone was surprised and got back to their senses.


  And then, they started to throw rocks and shoot arrows at the Hellfire Grizzlies that were coming out of the woods one after another.


  ーーOh, that one was good!
 Was that Kate-san’s arrow?


  Kate-san aimed for their eyes very precisely.
 She has good accuracy.


  But, their eyeballs can be sold at a high price…
 No, no, no! How can I think about money at a time like this!?
 The most important thing now is to survive!


  Some of the Hellfire Grizzlies were spitting fire from their mouths, but the steel fences couldn’t be destroyed by fire.
 The villagers and the Collectors who can’t fight were also pouring water on their fire, so no major damage has occurred so far.


  「ORAAA! We can fight them in groups! If you’re scared, use the fences to defend yourself!」(Andre)


  Andre-san shouted to encourage the others.
 His party has already killed one Hellfire Grizzly.


  I was also struggling, but because I’m small, I could move around quickly and killed three more Hellfire Grizzlies while supporting the people who seemed to be in danger.


  However, unlike the first one, I couldn’t finish them in one blow.
 I had to keep avoiding and blocking their claws and fire attacks, and it was really exhausting.


  Ah, I wish I had infinite stamina!


  After I killed the fifth one, I realized that I had been pushed little by little until my back finally touched the fence.


  「Andre-san, how’s the situation?」(Sarasa)


  「I have no idea! We’ve only been able to kill two so farー」(Andre)


  「I already got half of them!」(Kate)


  Kate, who was shooting from the roof of a building, called out to us.


  Nice! Her archery skills are very helpful.


  「Well done! It’s going well so far, but….」(Sarasa)


  「The fences are going to collapse, huh?」(Andre)


  In addition to the accumulated damage, the bears’ corpses that were leaning to the fences made it harder for us to fight while using the fences as a shield.


  「We should have made two layers of fences…」(Sarasa)


  「We didn’t have time, so it couldn’t be helpedー」(Andre)


  DOKAANー!


  When Andre-san was talking, suddenly, Iris-san was blown away and rolled over here along with pieces of wood.


  「Iris-san!」(Sarasa)


  When I looked in the direction where Iris-san was blown away from, I saw an exceptionally huge Hellfire Grizzly.


  Its height was more than two times mine.
 The thickness of its arms seemed to be thicker than my body.


  Kate-san shot an arrow at the Hellfire Grizzly, but it repelled Kate-san’s arrow easily as if it was a toothpick.


  「Ughh! I’m sorry! I couldn’t hold that bear back!」(Iris)


  「Iris-san, your sword…!」(Sarasa)


  「I know. It broke when I blocked that bear’s attack.」(Iris)


  About one-third of Iris-san’s sword was broken apart.


  Additionally, there were many scratches on Iris-san’s armor, and rips in her clothes.


  I gave her a fairly large amount of potions, so she has no wounds, but looking at blood stains on her clothes and her armor’s terrible condition, she must have had quite a hard fight.


  「Is that one the boss?」(Sarasa)


  「Looks like it. I don’t think my party alone can defeat it.」(Andre)


  「Let’s attack it all together!」(Sarasa)


  「I can still fight! I’m going too! ーーAa, but my sword is…」(Iris)


  「Here. Use my spare sword.」(Andre)


  「Thank you!」(Iris)


  Andre-san lent Iris-san his spare sword.


  After that, Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san, Iris-san, and I rushed to the boss bear.


  The boss bear glared at us, ready to fight.


  But suddenlyー


  Piiiー Piiiー Piiiー!


  The sound of a whistle was heard.


  It sounded three times, so that means there’s a Hellfire Grizzly that managed to get into the village.


  「ーAre you kidding me!? Andre-san, can you take your party members and go there?」(Sarasa)


  「But are you sure you want to fight the boss without us?」(Andre)


  「Don’t worry about us. There are no other people I can rely on except your party. Besides, look… I can’t leave this place right now…」(Sarasa)


  I feel like the boss bear was aiming for me.
 Perhaps because it saw me killing the first bear with a single blow at the beginning.


  It would probably chase after me if I left this place.


  Andre-san looked at the boss bear.


  「I see… I understand. We’ll be back as soon as possible! Gil, Gray, let’s go!」(Andre)


  「「Ouu!」」(Gil & Gray)


  And then Andre-san’s party ran quickly toward the direction where the sound of the whistle came from.


  Fortunately, the boss bear didn’t even react when Andre-san and the others left.


  Looks like it’s really aiming for me.


  「Iris-san, you too. Can you help the other Collectors?」(Sarasa)


  「But!」(Iris)


  「I’ll be fine. Trust me.」(Sarasa)


  「…..Understood. Please be careful!」(Iris)


  Iris-san nodded with a regretful expression and ran to help the other fighters.


  Alright. Let’s see if I can beat this boss bear.


  


  The boss bear started to move slowly.
 Perhaps because I’m alone now.


  I moved away a little to keep the distance from other people.


  The boss bear followed me and suddenly opened its mouth wide.


  It’s going to spit fire from its mouth!


  「【Water Ball】！」(Sarasa)


  I shot a water ball about the size of my head into its mouth before it could spit fire.


  Ggaaaー!


  The water overflowed from its nose, and the boss bear screamed in pain.


  This is my chance!


  I rushed and swung my sword toward its body, but the boss bear blocked my sword with one of its four arms which was the lower left.
 I cut its arm off but my sword didn’t reach its torso.


  Originally, I should be aiming for its neck, but I couldn’t reach it because it was so tall.


  I would be able to cut it off if it rushed while lowering its head a little, but maybe because it saw how I killed the first Hellfire Grizzly, it didn’t want to try it.


  Looks like this is not the time to think about materials and stuff.


  If I got hit by those thick arms, I would probably die instantly.


  And if I ran out of stamina and couldn’t use body strengthening anymore, there would be no salvation for me.


  「ーー!!」


  The boss bear made a move.
 It rushed toward me, raised its arms, and swung them down at me.


  I quickly dodged it, and its sharp claws pierced the ground.


  ーーCRASH!


  Dirt and stones scattered along with an explosive sound.


  Immediately after dodging, I stepped forward and raised my sword.


  The boss bear realized that I was trying to attack.
 It tried to step back but it was too late.


  I swung my sword down and cut off half of its upper right arm.


  GUUOOOOOOー!!!


  Whether it was screaming out of anger or pain, the boss bear writhed as blood gushed out of its arm.


  Alright, two arms left!


  With this, I believe its attack power is halved.


  No. Considering the amount of blood it has lost, maybe it was less than half.


  However, I can’t let my guard down.


  I might still die if I get hit.


  I should have prepared some armor, but it’s too late now.


  「Force bullet! Force bulletー!」(Sarasa)


  I took a distance from the rampaging boss bear and shot its face with my magic repeatedly.


  The boss bear leaned back greatly as my Force Bullets hit its nose, forehead, and chin.


  This is my chance!


  I stepped forward and aimed for its legs.


  I managed to cut off its right leg half way and its left leg entirely, and I jumped back immediately.


  The boss bear then fell to the ground.


  A great amount of blood was flowing from its two legs and two arms that I cut off, making the place look like a pond of blood.


  After a while, the boss bear finally stopped moving.


  「Haahh… Haahh… Haahh……」(Sarasa)


  I kneeled on the ground, out of stamina.


  I took a stamina recovery potion from my waist pouch and drank it.


  I’m the one who made it but… Ugghh… It tastes bad as always…
 If I could make this potion tastier, surely many would buy it.


  After I felt my stamina had recovered a little, I approached the boss bear.


  Fuihh…


  I let out a sigh of relief after I confirmed it was dead, and then I looked around.


  The fight is still going on.


  There seemed to be some people running away, but it looks like no one has been fatally injured.
 Maybe because they fight each bear with a group of 3 – 4 people.


  Even though I gave them a lot of healing potion to cure injuries, I didn’t give them enough stamina recovery potions due to the lack of materials.


  「Anyway, I have to help themー」(Sarasa)


  Piiiiー Piiiiー Piiiiー！！！


  「Again!? This direction isー!」(Sarasa)


  Suddenly, I heard the sound of a whistle from the direction of my store.


  There’s also Jasper-san’s house, but he and Ells-san are fighting the bears here, so the only person in that area isー


  「Lorea-chan!」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-san, go quickly!」(Kate)


  「But!」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, don’t worry about us! I think we can handle the rest of the bears!」(Iris)


  「She’s right! Besides, we men can’t lose to these ladies, right!?」(Jasper)


  「「Ouuu!」」(men)


  As Jasper-san responded to Iris-san’s words, the other men raised their voices.


  「ーThank you, everyone!」(Sarasa)


  I ran through the Hellfire Grizzlies’ corpses that were lying on the ground and headed home.


  I had a feeling there would be some bears that managed to enter the village, but I never expected there would be one that made its way to my house.


  Well, it’s possible since the back of my house is a forest, but come on!


  After I passed Ells-san’s house, I looked at my backyard while still running.


  「ーーAa!!」(Sarasa)


  The wooden wall that Geberg-san made a while ago has been damaged.


  There were many claw marks on the walls, and the door that had been on the wall was now lying on the ground, smashed to pieces.


  「No! My beautiful walls!」(Sarasa)


  I sped up, heading for my backyard in a hurry.


  The scene I saw when I stepped into my backyard was even more horrible.


  My herb field has been trampled…
 The expensive herbs that I grew with care were ruined…


  And there were two Hellfire Grizzlies who were definitely the culprits of all of this.


  One was stuck in the entrance after it destroyed the door, and the other one was sticking its head into the house through the window.


  「My house…..」(Sarasa)


  ーーKhhh! These bears！！！


  DIEEEー！！！


  At that moment, my head was blank, and I felt like my body moved by itself.


  I rushed toward the bears at a very high speed.


  I swung my sword horizontally and cut the legs of the two bears at the same time.


  And then I immediately grabbed the fur on the back of the bear that was stuck in the entrance with my hand that wasn’t holding the sword, pulled it, and cut the bear’s head off.


  Right after that, I jumped at the other bear, kicked its stomach, and cut its head as its body floated in the air.


  I made so many movements, but it happened in just a couple of seconds.


  My anger has accelerated my speed to the maximum.


  After that, I jumped into the kitchen through the backdoor that had been destroyed and shouted.


  「Lorea-chanー! Are you okayー!?」(Sarasa)


  And then, Lorea-chan came down from the second floor.


  「Sarasa-san! Yes, I’m fine! Did you kill the bears?」(Lorea)


  Knowing that she was fine, I let out a sigh of relief.


  「I did. Are there only those two bears that came here?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. As far as I can see from here.」(Lorea)


  「I see. Lorea-chan, you stay on the second floor. I’ll go back to help the others.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood!」(Lorea)


  I drank another stamina recovery potion and ran back to the battle area.


  But fortunately, the battle was over when I got there.


  My effort to run as fast as possible was in vain, but I’m glad it’s over.


   


  TL : who would’ve thought Sarasa could do samurai things


  
  Chapter 19 : Epilogue of Arc 1


  「Uuu… Lorea-chan, can you get me some water, please?」(Sarasa)


  「Okay~ Wait a moment.」(Lorea)


  The day after the battle against the Hellfire Grizzlies, I’m lying on my bed.


  It’s not that I’m injured.


  I just have muscle pain.


  My entire body hurts.


  It’s hard to move.


  I was trying really hard in the battle yesterday, but the reason why I have muscle pain is the two bears that attacked my house.


  I used body strengthening at maximum power and forcefully moved my body as quickly as possible to kill them.


  Ordinary potions can’t relieve this pain.


  I have to use expensive potions but I didn’t want to because I lost too much money in this battle.


  Fortunately, I managed to collect all the important materials from the Hellfire Grizzlies’ corpses before my entire body started to hurt.


  If I didn’t do that right away, the quality of the materials would drop and would affect the reconstruction funds and the rewards for those who worked hard yesterday.


  Ahh, I really did a great job!


  And speaking of the reconstruction funds, we managed to lure the majority of the Hellfire Grizzlies to the battle area, but there were three Hellfire Grizzlies that managed to enter the village.
 Two of them were the ones who attacked my house, and the other one was the one I asked Andre-san and his party to deal with.


  The bear that Andre-san fought against was so furious.
 It destroyed the walls of the rented house for Collectors, and burned half of a villager’s house.


  Well, that was quite terrible, but it was my house that was the most damaged.


  Not only did they destroy my fences and doors, but they also ruined my high-quality herb field!


  But the biggest problem was they also damaged my house’s walls.


  Because there’s a ‘seal’ installed in my house, the cost of repairing my house’s walls is completely different from simply repairing an ordinary house’s walls.


  The village mayor said that he would use the village’s money to repair the damaged houses, but I didn’t think it would be enough, so I told him that we could use the money we would get from selling the Hellfire Grizzlies’ materials.


  By the way, it’s just my guess, but the reason why there were two Hellfire Grizzlies that came to my house is maybe because I made the magic crystal shards in my house.


  Of course, I brought them all to the battle area and left none in my house, but maybe I spilled some when I carried the shards in a bowl.


  In other words… it was my fault…


  But like I said, it’s just my guess, so I still don’t know if it’s really the case or not.


  [image: 00022]

  「Sarasa-san, here’s your water.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you. Uuu… it hurts…」(Sarasa)


  When I tried to raise my upper body, I felt a tingling pain all over my body.


  「Ah, let me help you.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan sat down on my bed and helped me raise my body with one hand.


  「I’m sorry to trouble you…」(Sarasa)


  「Please, don’t worry about it. You’re the savior of this village, you know?」(Lorea)


  「But I couldn’t have done it without everyone’s help. And I think the reason why there were some Collectors who were willing to fight was because the villagers here were nice to them.」(Sarasa)


  People like Andre-san and his party members don’t live in this village.
 They could have left like the other Collectors to avoid danger.


  However, they couldn’t abandon the villagers who were always nice to them.


  The reason why I fought was also because I couldn’t leave Lorea-chan.


  「Lorea-chan, you must have been scared…」(Sarasa)


  「Well, a little. But I knew Sarasa-san would come to save me. Besides, this house’s walls are pretty strong.」(Lorea)


  「It’s because I have installed a ‘seal’ in this house. A normal human could never destroy the walls, but…」(Sarasa)


  They were not humans, they were Hellfire Grizzlies after all.


  So it’s not strange that they could damage this house’s walls with their thick arms.


  「More importantly, no one was seriously injured thanks to Sarasa-san’s potions. If you hadn’t distributed potions to everyone, many would have died in battle.」(Lorea)


  「Ahh, I worked really hard for that. But Lorea-chan, you also helped me make the potions, so it’s also thanks to you.」(Sarasa)


  I sacrificed my sleeping time to make the potions, but I have no regret.


  Because I distributed them in large amounts, everyone could use them as soon as they got hurt.


  As a result, they were able to concentrate on fighting without getting more serious injuries.


  Even if there were people who still had some injuries, they could just use the remaining potions.


  So I’m probably the only one who needs help in this village now…


  I feel miserable.


  But it can’t be helped.
 I’m originally a person who works with her brain after all.


  After I drank the water Lorea-chan brought me, she once again helped me to lie down on the bed.


  「Thank you… It’s a little embarrassing to be cared for by a younger girl…」(Sarasa)


  「Eehh… You don’t need to feel embarrassedー」(Lorea)


  「ーThen, let me take care of her!」(Iris)


  Suddenly, the door opened and Iris-san, who was supposed to help clean up the village, rushed in.


  She looked really excited for some reason.


  She didn’t look like a person who fought in the great battle yesterday.


  


  「Iris-san, are you done helping out around the village?」(Lorea)


  「Y, Yeah…」(Iris)


  Iris-san answered Lorea-chan as she looked away, but was immediately denied by Kate-san who came in after her.


  「What are you talking about? Hahh… The villagers told her to just go home because she was too clumsy to help with the work and just got in the way.」(Kate)


  「Uhh….. It can’t be helped, right? I’m not good at that kind of work.」(Iris)


  After Kate-san told us the truth, Iris-san pouted and glared at her.


  The work she was helping with was dismantling the corpses of the Hellfire Grizzlies.


  It seems that she had been helping clean up the village from this morning, but it was done relatively quickly.
 After that, the villagers started butchering the Hellfire Grizzlies.


  I have collected the materials needed for alchemy, so what remains now are just meat, bones and skin.


  Skinning and processing meat are simple jobs for most of the villagers, especially for Jasper-san because he’s a hunter.


  However, Hellfire Grizzlies are huge, and there are so many of them.


  The total of the bears killed after the battle was over was 28.


  There’s no way Jasper-san could process all of them alone, so all the men in the village and strong women like Ells-san and Dilal-san were also helping.


  Iris-san and Kate-san also helped, but according to Kate-san, it seemed that the way Iris-san skinned the bears was so sloppy it would reduce the quality of the meat, so the villagers told her to go back home.


  Well, skinning an animal is not easy after all.


  「But Kate-san, why did you come home too?」(Lorea)


  「Ah, it’s because I’ve finished my work. I’m not lying like Iris, okay?」(Kate)


  「Ughh….」(Iris)


  By the way, it seems that Kate-san helped with processing the meat.
 To be precise, she was salting the meat.


  It was true that Kate-san had finished her work, but it was because the number of barrels available in this village wasn’t sufficient to hold all the meat, so they had to put off the work for the time being.


  Honestly, I don’t care about the meat because it’s not material for alchemy, but I wonder how it tastes.


  「By the way, Kate-san, you fought really well yesterday. Your archery skill was awesome! I never knew you could shoot arrows so precisely from such a high place. And thanks to your reports, I could understand the situation in the battle area.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahaha. Thank you. Unlike when we were attacked in the forest, I was in a good spot to observe the situation this time. Well, the reason why we were attacked in the forest last time was because those veteran-pretending men acted rashly without thinking. If they weren’t there with us, I would have been able to grasp the situation and we could have avoided the bear.」(Kate)


  「Ahh, I see…」(Sarasa)


  「I hope they won’t come back to this village. I don’t wanna see their faces… Ah, by the way, I’m sorry for shooting at the bears’ eyes. The eyes are valuable materials, right?」(Kate)


  「Yeah, but you don’t need to worry about it. Killing them for good is more important after all.」(Sarasa)


  If she avoided attacking the bears’ vital points and didn’t kill them quickly, there might have been a lot of casualties.


  「By the way, Iris-san, do you feel better now that you got your revenge?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. I was kinda disappointed because I couldn’t kill a single bear by myself, but with the help from the other Collectors, I managed to kill some of them!…… As a result, my sword was broken, though… Uuu…」(Iris)


  Iris-san said with a proud expression at first, but then her expression darkened after remembering her sword.


  After the battle was over, she collected the tip of her sword that was broken off, washed it and brought it home.


  Looks like she feels attached to her sword.


  「Relax, Iris. We will get reward money for this, and you can buy a new sword with that, right?」(Kate)


  「I know, but this is my precious sword!」(Iris)


  「So you mean you want to use that broken sword? Don’t be stupid. Or do you want to fix it? It’s not easy to fix a broken sword, you know?」(Kate)


  Kate-san shrugged with an expression that said, “That’s impossible”.


  Getting annoyed with Kate-san, Iris-san pouted.


  「I’m not stupid! I know it won’t be easy!」(Iris)


  「Then, you know what to do, right? Just throw that broken sword away and buy a new one. It wasn’t a good sword anyway.」(Kate)


  「Mumu…! Indeed this was a cheap sword, but she helped me many times!」(Iris)


  「Jeez, both of you! Sarasa-san is sick! Can you both please be quiet!?」(Lorea)


  「But, Kate isー!」(Iris)


  Umm…. Didn’t Iris-san come to nurse me?


  Honestly, I don’t mind hearing their chatter.


  It’s better than sleeping alone in silence after all.


  While listening to the three girls talking to each other, I covered my body with the blanket and closed my eyes.
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