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  Chapter 1 : Prologue


  「This is… terrible…」(Sarasa)


  Several days later, the pain in my muscles had gone and I’m now finally able to move around.


  I went outside and looked at my house.


  Un. This is really terrible…


  Now I can see the forest behind my house from the kitchen because the wooden walls surrounding the backyard have been destroyed.


  However, it’s not as messed up as before because Iris-san and the others have cleaned it up.


  「Store Owner-dono, we’ve cleaned up a little, but we don’t know what to do with the herbs…」(Iris)


  「No, it’s okay. Thank you, Iris-san」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san, who is checking the condition of the house with me, apologized to me.


  This is my house in the first place, so it’s my job to clean it up.


  I’m really grateful to her, so she shouldn’t apologize to me.


  「If there’s anything we can do to help, please tell us. You lent us rooms after all.」(Kate)


  「Thank you, Kate-san. But, I don’t know where we should start from. Any idea?」(Sarasa)


  And then, Lorea-chan raised her hand.


  「Sarasa-san, let’s make a kitchen! I think this is a good opportunity.」(Lorea)


  「You mean we will start from repairing the kitchen first?」(Sarasa)


  「No, we’re gonna make a new kitchen! You haven’t been able to cook because there’s a problem with your kitchen, right? So we’re gonna make one where you can cook comfortably.」(Lorea)


  She has a point.


  I don’t have a kitchen range or stove.


  I always buy my food from the dining hall.


  「But I don’t cook much…」(Sarasa)


  I think I’ll be fine as long as I can buy food from Diral-san’s place.


  Well, maybe I’ll cook if it can save me some money, but I don’t think it will be that different because Diral-san’s food is quite cheap.


  「But when the Collectors come back, Diral-san’s place will be crowded again, right? You once told me that it was hard to get the food because the place was crowded, didn’t you?」(Lorea)


  「U, Umm…」(Sarasa)


  I can’t deny that…


  When I first came to this village, I didn’t have to wait long to get my food, but then it became more and more crowded, and I had to wait longer.


  「But, I wonder if the Collectors who ran away will come back to this village.」(Sarasa)


  Running away from a monster attack is not wrong.


  However, in this village, where almost all of its residents know each other, the stigma of “escaping like a coward” is quite heavy for them to bear.


  「They may not come back, but new Collectors may come, right?」(Iris)


  「No, hold on. I think some of the Collectors who ran away will come back. Many of them don’t have shame after all.」(Kate)


  「Ah, you’re right… Running away, leaving the villagers behind… How pathetic!」(Iris)


  「Well, it can’t be helped. They’re Collectors, not knights.」(Kate)


  「But they have the power to save other people, yet they ran like cowards!」(Iris)


  「Relax, relax…」(Kate)


  Kate-san calmed down Iris-san who shouted angrily.


  I understand why Iris-san is angry, but I agree with Kate-san.


  It’s really difficult to risk your own life for the sake of people who aren’t very close to you.


  「Adult men ran away like cowards, while a small girl like Store Owner-dono fought bravely!………….No… she’s an exception…Un…」(Iris)


  Iris-san said that loudly at first, but then her tone was down after glancing at me.


  「I might be small, but I’m also an adult, you know!?」(Sarasa)


  「Y, Yes, I know, of course! A, haha…」(Iris)


  「Reeaally…?」(Sarasa)


  If she never saw me as a little girl, she wouldn’t have said that line!


  「Maa, maa, Sarasa-san, more importantly, let’s do something about the kitchen. We also have to fix the broken door and the wall around it. You said you don’t cook much. If you don’t use the kitchen, I’ll use it!」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-chan…? That means…」(Sarasa)


  「Yes! From now on, I’ll make your meals! Besides, I don’t think I deserve the salary you give me if I only work at the store.」(Lorea)


  「Hmm… That will help me a lot.」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know how good Lorea-chan is at cooking, but since she said that, she must be very confident with her skill.


  If she cooks for me, I won’t have to go to the dining hall to get food.


  That will save me a lot of trouble.


  「Iris-san, Kate-san, if you’re okay with it, I’ll cook for you as well. You both haven’t eaten properly these past few days, right?」(Lorea)


  「Eh? N, No, we’re eating properly, un!」(Iris)


  「Y, Yeah. For Collectors like us, our bodies are an important asset after all!」(Kate)


  The two answered Lorea-chan as if they have no problem with food, but I can tell that they are lying.


  They were looking around while making suspicious gestures.


  「Oi, you two… I know you’re lying. Tell us the truth!」(Sarasa)


  「Hiiiy! I’m sorry!」(Iris)


  「Ahaha…. Well… For a few days while you were sick, we only bought cheap bread for meals…」(Kate)


  「I knew it.」(Sarasa)


  They seem to be trying to save money because they owe me a huge debt.


  「Alright, I understand! We will make a kitchen! From now on, I want all of us to eat together every single day!」(Sarasa)


  「Butー」(Iris)


  「ーOf course, Iris-san, Kate-san, you have to pay for the food. But don’t worry, I’ll make it super cheap for you! As Kate-san said, your body is an important asset. If you get sick and can’t work, you won’t be able to make money, right?」(Sarasa)


  「That would be great, but…」(Iris)


  「Store Owner-san, are you sure?」(Kate)


  「Of course! Ah, Lorea-chan, you don’t need to pay for the food since you’re the chef.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? But I don’t mind if you cut my salary to pay for my food.」(Lorea)


  「There’s no way I can do that. Cooking is not in your job description, so I should pay you more for this, but…」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-san…」(Lorea)


  「I know. You don’t want me to pay you more, right? Well, anyway, we’ll eat our meal together from now on! This is my order as the landlord! Do you guys understand?」(Sarasa)


  「「Yes, ma’am!」」
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  Chapter 2 : Pelts And Meat Ⅰ


  We have decided that we will fixー No. Make a new kitchen soon.


  But before that, I have something to take care of.


  Yes. The materials I got from the Hellfire Grizzlies we killed a few days ago.


  I couldn’t move for a few days due to muscle pain, so I haven’t touched the materials since then.


  Of course, I haven’t sold them either.


  I need money to give to the Collectors who fought the bears as a reward, and I also want to give some to the villagers whose houses were destroyed.


  I’ll feel bad for them if I don’t pay them soon.


  Thus, I came to the village mayor’s house to ask him how we will distribute the reward money, but…


  「ーーEh? They said they didn’t need the money from the materials!?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. So, Sarasa-chan, you can do whatever you like with the materials you have collected.」(village mayor)


  I was surprised by what the mayor said.


  「No one complained because you killed most of the bears. You even killed the boss bear, didn’t you? In exchange, we took the bears’ parts that you don’t need.」(village mayor)


  「Ah, I don’t mind. But…」(Sarasa)


  The remaining parts are meat, skin, bones, etc.


  They’re not so valuable as alchemy materials.


  There are parts that can be used depending on how you process them, but I don’t have time for that.


  「You might not need them, but if we sell them, the money will be enough to pay the Collectors.」(village mayor)


  「Is that so…?」(Sarasa)


  I’m pretty sure there were more than twenty bears, but I don’t know exactly how many in total.


  If we sell all their meat and pelts… Umm… Yeah, I think we can get quite a lot of money.


  But, who will buy all of them?


  The only merchant in this village is Lorea-chan’s father, Daruna-san, but…


  「Are we having trouble selling them? If so, I can buy some of them.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… Let’s see… The villagers are now salting the meat, but… I’m not sure if we can sell the pelts. Daruna doesn’t have many merchant connections after all.」(village mayor)


  Daruna-san’s only business partners are a trader who purchases miscellaneous goods from the village and a trader who purchases agricultural products made in the village.


  They will likely buy the meat because it’s food, but I don’t think they will buy the pelts.


  「I’ll buy the pelts, then. We need cash so we can pay the Collectors as soon as possible, right?」(Sarasa)


  「But, are you sure?」(village mayor)


  「Yes. I think I can make something from the pelts.」(Sarasa)


  Normally, the pelt needs to be tanned and processed into leather.


  However, it can be tanned even better with alchemy, and I can even add special effects to it.


  The cost will be a little higher than the normal tanning method, but I can sell them at a slightly higher price since they have special effects.


  「Alright, then. It will help us a lot. We will take the pelts to your place later. You can pay the amount that you think is reasonable.」(village mayor)


  「Understood.」(Sarasa)


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  I left the village mayor’s house and took a short detour to look around the village.


  I haven’t checked the village’s condition because I collapsed right after I collected materials from the bears, but thanks to Andre-san and his party members who came to the rescue after we heard the first whistle, there were not many houses that were destroyed.


  The rental building for Collectors to live in has suffered considerable damage, but that property is jointly owned by the village, so it will be fixed with village funds.


  Even though it was destroyed, most of the Collectors have left the village, so there won’t be a problem for a while.


  The fences we made to trap the Hellfire Grizzlies had been removed, and the villagers have made short fences that separated the village from the forest using the remaining materials.


  Maybe they have learned from this incident and made those short fences to prevent wild beasts from entering the village.


  Well, beasts rarely attack villages… perhaps…


  I’m still not familiar with the forest here, so I’m not really sure about that.


  After checking the state of the village for a while, I decided to go home.


  On my way home, many villagers called out to me.


  「Sarasa-chan, thank you for saving this village!」(villager A)


  「No, I didn’t fight alone. This village was saved because everyone fought bravely.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-chan, thanks to you my husband came back without any injuries! Here, take this!」(villager B)


  「Th, Thank you very much.」(Sarasa)


  「As expected from an alchemist-sama, you’re amazing. Ah, please take this too!」(villager C)


  「Thank very much…」(Sarasa)


  While I was walking, the villagers who saw me immediately came to greet me.


  Some of them gave me various things like vegetables, eggs, meat, etc.


  So this is the reward for my hard work?


  I’m very happy, but… This is too much!


  What should I do with all this food…?


  Even though I was walking while carrying a lot of food, I managed to get home.


  「I’m homeー!」(Sarasa)


  I shouted in front of the door because I couldn’t grab the door knob.


  And after a moment, Lorea-chan opened the door from the inside.


  「Sarasa-san, welcome hoー Where did you get all that food!?」(Lorea)


  She was surprised seeing me carrying a lot of food.


  After we brought the food inside, I explained to Lorea-chan what happened.


  「I see… Everyone is grateful to you. If you were not here, we would have abandoned this village.」(Lorea)


  「I’m happy, but it’s kinda embarrassing to be thanked so many times.」(Sarasa)


  I haven’t been involved with many people until now, so I’m not used to this kind of thing.


  「Lorea-chan, can I leave all this food to you?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, of course. I will cook them in my house and bring the dishes later.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you! I didn’t know what to do with the food that I can’t eat as it is since I still can’t cook here.」(Sarasa)


  I can make baked sweet potatoes with the furnace in my workshop, but… nah…


  I think leaving them to Lorea-chan will be better.


  「But, Sarasa-san, please make the kitchen soon so I can cook here.」(Lorea)


  「Roger!」(Sarasa)


  I answered Lorea-chan with a salute.


  


  「But first of all, I need to repair the kitchen wall. It will be a little difficult because there’s a seal in the wall… Oh right, before that, I must process the pelts. Ahh, it’ll be a very busy week.」(Sarasa)


  「The pelts?」(Lorea)


  「Un. The villagers can do something about the meat, but they have difficulty handling the pelts, so I decided to help them by buying them. I think the person who brings the pelts will come soonー」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-chanー」


  When I was explaining the situation to Lorea-chan, someone called me from outside.


  I opened the door and saw Andre-san carrying a leather bag.


  「Sarasa-chan, congratulations on your recovery! I brought you the pelts.」(Andre)


  「Thank you, Andre-san.」(Sarasa)


  「To be honest, it’s kind of embarrassing for me to visit a sick girl in her house, so I’m glad that you have recovered.」(Andre)


  「Oya? Andre-san, I never knew you have that kind of side. Honestly speaking, it doesn’t fit your appearance.」(Sarasa)


  「Oh, Sarasa-chan, please. Even though I look like this, I can be thoughtful sometimes.」(Andre)


  Saying that, Andre-san grinned at me.


  「Is that so? If only you brought me a get-well present, your level of thoughtfulness might have increased by one level.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahahaha! I’m sorry, but no one sells a good get-well present in this village. It would be awkward if I brought you Diral’s bread as a get-well present, right?」(Andre)


  「Haha, you’re right. Diral-san’s bread is delicious, though.」(Sarasa)


  It’s hard to obtain perfect flowers and nutritious food as a get-well present in this village.


  If I say I want nutritious food as my get-well present, I feel like he will bring me Hellfire Grizzly meat.


  「So, that’s the Hellfire Grizzly pelts, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah.」(Andre)


  Saying that, Andre-san put the leather bag on the ground.


  At the same time, the strong smell of animals and blood leaked out from the leather bag.


  Even Lorea-can who was standing behind me frowned at the smell.


  「Uhh… It’s pretty smelly…」(Sarasa)


  「Sorry about that. Some of them were processed by sloppy workers.」(Andre)


  「I see. Don’t worry. As an alchemist, processing them will be my job.」(Sarasa)


  「It’s tough being an alchemist, huh?」(Andre)


  「Well, dealing with stinky materials is like our daily routine. It’s not that bad once you get used to it.」(Sarasa)


  Aside from minerals, there are animal and plant materials, and most of them have a really strong smell.


  Some of them even have a really bad smell that can make you lose consciousness.
 In that case, you have to wear a special mask.


  Compared to that, the pelts Andre-san brought are not a big deal.


  Well, they’re still smelly, though.


  「But really. Without Sarasa-chan, we wouldn’t have survived. That huge swarm was unexpected.」(Andre)


  「No need to thank me. I already got a lot of thanks from the villagers.」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha! I can see that. You’re this village’s hero after all. Everyone was talking about you.」(Andre)


  「….Eh? Seriously?」(Sarasa)


  「Ou! People who watched you fighting the bears on the battlefield were like, “She’s small but she’s really strong!”, “She defeated a bear that was five times taller than her with a single blow!”.」(Andre)


  「They’re exaggerating…」(Sarasa)


  I just put my hand on my forehead and sighed while Andre-san grinned at me.


  「It’s been four days since the bears attacked, so people have become a lot more calm, but everyone is still talking about you. Well, the bears were so big, so Sarasa-chan who could defeat such big bears was like the most powerful person in this village from the villagers’ perspective.」(Andre)


  「…..Now I’m starting to feel glad I was bedridden these past three days…」(Sarasa)


  For me, who’s not so good at socializing with people, going out at a time like that would be like venturing into Hell.


  Fortunately, because I was sick, I don’t have to feel bad for not going outside.
 And luckily, no one came to visit me in my house.


  Honestly, I’m happy that they are grateful to me, but it’s tough to be thanked too many times.


  「By the way, when will you open the store? We don’t feel safe going into the forest without your potions.」(Andre)


  「If you only want to buy potions, I can sell you some now.」(Sarasa)


  「Really? That’ll be nice!」(Andre)


  「Lorea-chan, can I leave it to you?」(Sarasa)


  「Understood! Well then, Andre-san, please come in.」(Lorea)


  「Ou, thank you.」(Andre)


  After seeing off Lorea-chan and Andre-san entering the store, I took the leather bag and went to my workshop from the back of my house.


  I took out the pelts from the leather bag and checked their condition.


  After that, I put them on the corner of my workshop for the time being, and headed to the store space.


  When I got there, Andre-san had just finished the transaction.


  「Thank you for the purchase.」(Lorea)


  「You’re welcome. I’ll tell the others that Sarasa-chan’s store is back in business.」(Andre)


  「Thank you, Andre-san. That’ll be great.」(Sarasa)


  「Ou. Well then, see you later.」(Andre)


  「「Thank you for your patronage! Have a nice day!」」


  Lorea-chan and I bowed to Andre-san who was leaving the store.


  
  Chapter 3 : Pelts And Meat Ⅱ


  After Andre-san left, several villagers came with five more leather bags.


  The total number of Hellfire Grizzly pelts I received in the end was twenty eight.


  「I can tell there are some people who are good at peeling animal skin, and some who are not…」


  Some of the pelts were peeled off cleanly, but most of them still had residual fat on the surface.


  Jasper-san was probably the one who peeled the clean pelts.


  Although most of them weren’t peeled cleanly, none of them were torn.


  Of course, some of them were damaged in the battle, but there was none that had a hole due to human error.


  A hole in the pelt would drop its value, so maybe that’s why the villagers peeled them off really carefully.


  「Alright, let’s start processing them. Even though I’m already used to it, stinky stuff is stinky.」


  I stuffed 28 pelts in my huge alchemy pot.


  And then I added the one that I got from the first Hellfire Grizzly that attacked Iris-san and Kate-san.


  Since I have already processed it, I don’t need to do it again from the beginning, but I just feel like it.


  「Put some water~♪ Put some chemicals~♪ And light the fire~♪」


  I put the alchemy pot on the furnace and started stirring it.


  After I stirred for a couple of minutes, the unpleasant odor from the pelts gradually disappeared.


  「Un. It’s looking good.」


  I put the pelts out from the alchemy pot and washed them with water while checking their condition.


  The only one that was completely in a perfect condition was the one from the first Hellfire Grizzly.


  However, the rest of them were not that bad.


  「There are seven ‘excellent’ grade, ten ‘good’ grade, and the rest are ‘decent’ grade.」


  Although there’s not much difference in how they will be used, their price will differ depending on their quality.


  The pelts with ‘excellent’ grade are the most expensive ones.


  The pelts with ‘good’ grade can be used like the ‘excellent’ grade but only after they’re repaired.


  The pelts with ‘decent’ grade can be good, but not all of them.
 It depends on how you process them.


  Even though I only processed them for a while in my alchemy pot, the hair on these pelts will become fluffy once I dry them, and they can be processed into durable leather, so I think they can be sold just like this.


  However, I want to add an effect on them first.


  「Because it’s Hellfire Grizzly skin, I think the fire attribute effect will be perfect, but… considering the season, maybe it’s not a good idea.」


  This is the season where the air gets hotter as time goes on.


  There will be no one who wants a ‘warm and fluffy fur’.


  But… processing while ignoring its characteristics is not good either… hmm…


  「Maybe I should store these pelts until winter…? Oh, right! Let’s contact Master first!」


  I wrote down the details of what happened in this village and how I got a lot of Hellfire Grizzly pelts in a memo and sent it to Master with the transfer device.


  And then, I went to dry the pelts while waiting for the reply.


  After a while, a piece of paper appeared in the transfer device.
 It was the reply from Master.


  「Let’s see… “I’ll buy eight of them. Send them to me.” Oh, nice! As expected from Master, she’s so reliable!」


  That means Master will buy it at the market price in the royal capital, right?


  That’s really great.


  I still have to pay the village mayor for all these pelts.


  Well, I can pay him with my money right now, but I will be penniless after that.


  So I’m grateful that Master wants to buy some of these pelts.


  I put eight ‘excellent’ grade pelts and one ‘good’ grade pelt.


  And then I wrote a memo.


  「Umm… “Please send me the money for the eight pelts and some ‘warm grass’ seeds for that one pelt”… Alright.」


  She just asked me to send eight pelts, right? She didn’t say which quality, right? Right?


  Fufufu~


  I sent her the most expensive ones!


  Well, I’m sure Master will have no problem reselling them in the royal capital.


  But here, there’s no buyer who wants to buy the expensive pelts with ‘excellent’ grade.


  I decided to repair some ‘decent’ grade pelts while waiting for the reply.


  After a while, two leather bags and one piece of paper appeared on the transfer device.


  One bag was filled with money and the other one was filled with seeds I requested.


  「And the letter says…. “Not bad”, huh? That’s it…?」


  Looks like it’s easy for her to sell those pelts in the royal capital.


  I thought she would say, “Don’t send me only expensive things!” or something.


  Well, she’s my master after all, so there’s no way she would say that, huh.


  Now that I got the money, I asked Lorea-chan to go to the village mayor’s house to pay for the pelts.


  After that, I continued processing the pelts.


  I put the remaining pelts back into the alchemy pot and put some ‘warm grass’ seeds and magic stone fragments in it.


  「…This much will be good, right? Next, put a Hellfire Grizzly ‘fire bladder’ and eyeballs… No, hold on. Let’s skip the eyeballs. I don’t think it’s a good idea to use them now.」


  If I add the eyeballs, the effect will be stronger, but the selling price will rise accordingly.


  And if the selling price ends up really expensive, I will have difficulty selling it.


  「Oh, right! Let’s sell the eyeballs and the fire bladders to Master!」


  These are eyeballs of Hellfire Grizzlies that were in a frenzy state.


  Compared to normal Hellfire Grizzly eyeballs, these are very, very rare.


  Defeating a frenzied Hellfire Grizzly is way harder than defeating a normal Hellfire Grizzly after all.


  And of course, the price is very expensive.


  ….Well, whether you can sell it or not is a different matter.


  However, despite its expensive price, its usage is limited.


  I’m sure no one would buy it if I lined it up in my store.


  No… In my case, not only can’t I sell Hellfire Grizzly eyeballs, but I can’t sell any other expensive materials as well…


  Leonara-san might want to buy them, but I don’t think she can buy all of them.
 She would go bankrupt if she did.


  I don’t think I need to sell them as soon as possible.


  I may need them to complete the Encyclopedias of Alchemy since I have only finished 4 volumes.


  Alright, let’s just store them for now.


  Keeping rare items for better use in the future is not a bad idea after all.


  


  「After this, I just have to stir while pouring my magical power…」(Sarasa)


  The most important point is, stir slowly while pouring your magical power without pushing yourself too hard.


  It would be completed after there were no more items other than fur in the alchemy pot.


  After stirring for a whileー


  「Yosh, it’s done!」(Sarasa)


  After this, I have to wash it clean and dry it.


  「Sarasa-san, I’m backー」(Lorea)


  When I was washing the fur, Lorea-chan returned.


  「Welcome back. Have you given him the money?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. The village mayor was surprised because it was more than he expected. No, not only him, I was also surprised to be honest. I didn’t know that the pouch I was carrying contained that much money! Sarasa-san, why didn’t you tell me!?」(Lorea)


  Certainly, it was a really huge amount of money for a child like Lorea-chan to carry around.


  「But if I told you, you would feel uneasy on the way, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… You’re right. I would definitely feel uneasy and might behave suspiciously…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan’s face turned a little pale.


  Perhaps she was imagining herself carrying a lot of money.


  「Right? I didn’t say anything for your sake, Lorea-chan!」(Sarasa)


  Well, actually, I just forgot to tell her.


  But now I’m really glad that I didn’t tell her.


  Umm, maybe I will ask Iris-san or Kate-san to escort Lorea-chan when I will ask her to deliver a huge amount of money again in the future.


  It might not be that dangerous now, but if the number of Collectors kept increasing, it might become dangerous later.


  「Mou…」(Lorea)


  I don’t know why but I feel like Lorea-chan was looking at me with cold eyes.


  Maybe it was only my imagination?


  「So… is that the bears’ fur?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. Do you want to look at it closely?」(Sarasa)


  「Un.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan nodded.


  I took the fur that has been washed and dried, and handed it to Lorea-chan.


  She made an amazed face as she received it.


  「Waahhー It’s so soft and feels really good on my skin. It also has no odor… And… It feels warm somehow.」(Lorea)


  「It has a warming effect. If you wear it in winter, it will keep your body warm.」(Sarasa)


  「It’s so convenient! But… it must be really expensive, isn’t it?」(Lorea)


  「Well, it’s not cheap. The money you brought to the village mayor earlier is the money to purchase the raw materials, the pelts.」(Sarasa)


  「Wawa! The raw material is already that expensive!? And now that you have processed it with alchemy, the price will be even higher… Uwaah…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan imagined the price with her eyes wide open.


  She then stopped stroking the fur and gently returned it to me.


  「Fufu. The gloves and hats made from the scraps are not that expensive, though.」(Sarasa)


  「Uuu, still, I don’t think I can buy them with my salary… But, Sarasa-san, why did you start making them now? It’s just going to get hot, you know? I think you should start making it when fall comes.」(Lorea)


  I smiled at Lorea-chan who looked a little confused, and shrugged my shoulders.


  「Well, it’s because I just wanted to process it as soon as possible. Besides, I can sell it as a material for clothes for now.」(Sarasa)


  People usually buy fur coats at the beginning of autumn, but the clothing stores usually buy fur for material far before autumn.


  Normally, they will buy it around summer, but for the big clothing stores, they normally buy fur materials in spring.


  Unfortunately, I don’t have connections with any clothing stores.


  But, I wonder if Master has any…


  No, she definitely has connections with clothing stores in the royal capital.


  There’s no way she could sell the pelts I sent her quickly if she didn’t have connections with clothing stores.


  Maybe I could ask her to introduce me to some of the clothing stores she is familiar with.


  Anyway, I should focus on washing all this fur for now.


  「……..Alright, it’s all finally clean now.」(Sarasa)


  After washing and drying all the fur, I started folding them one by one.


  「Ah, let me help you fold it.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you, Lorea-chan. Can you help me put them in the warehouse after this?」(Sarasa)


  「Okay.」(Lorea)


  After folding them, we put the fur in a special wooden box that prevents items from deteriorating, and then we put the wooden box in a corner of the warehouse.


  I have to decide what to do with the fur before autumn.


  Well, I still have a lot of time.


  Now that I have finished processing the pelts, I decided to do something with the kitchen.


  「Well then, Lorea-chan, let’s do something about the kitchen!」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, yes! I’m looking forward to cooking here!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan smiled. She looked so happy.


  Looks like she really can’t wait to cook some dishes here.


  「Un! But first, we have to think about what to do with the kitchen.」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, I’ll do my best!」(Lorea)


  
  Chapter 4 : Pelts And Meat Ⅲ


  「Let’s see….. Hmm… It seems impossible to reinstall the door…」(Sarasa)


  The kitchen’s condition is really bad.


  The part of the wall where the door had been attached to had now become a big hole.


  We could see the entire backyard through it.


  Because it was a warm season, I thought cooking while feeling the nature would be great, but when winter comes, it would just become torture.


  「Un… It’s now lying over there, completely destroyed…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan pointed at the corner of the backyard where we piled the debris.


  The kitchen door was lying on the pile.


  The door’s condition was horrible.


  I don’t think we can use it even if we fix the holes.


  「Well, there’s nothing we can do about that… The wall is…. Uhh, it’s as bad as the kitchen door…」(Sarasa)


  This building is considerably stronger than normal buildings due to the effect of the Seal.


  Doors and windows are made from wood and glass, so it’s natural that they can be destroyed.


  However, the walls are made of stone.


  The stone wall is originally quite strong, and it can be stronger with the effect of the Seal.


  Ordinary humans won’t be able to break this house’s walls even if they hit them with a big hammer.


  But…


  「This wall is supposed to be strong enough that even a bear will never be able to break it, but I guess a Hellfire Grizzly in a frenzy state is different…」(Sarasa)


  「It looks like those two bears really wanted to enter this house. It seems like they violently forced their way inside.」(Lorea)


  The size of the door is obviously for humans.


  It was too small for a Hellfire Grizzly, so they tried to destroy the wall surrounding the door to enter.


  That’s why the wall has become a big hole now.


  「Hahh… I guess I have to ask Geberg-san to help me fix this wall…」(Sarasa)


  Because I have installed a Seal in this house, I can’t leave everything to the carpenter alone.


  And the cost of the materials needed to restore the Seal will be around…. Uhh, I don’t want to think about it now.


  Oh, right. Since this will be Lorea-chan’s kitchen, I have to ask her opinion first.


  「Lorea-chan, do you need something for the kitchen? Tell me everything you need and I will prepare them for you! I’ll show you the power of alchemy!」(Sarasa)


  Saying that I put my fist on my chest.


  I didn’t want to look gloomy in front of Lorea-chan, so I showed her my reliable side.


  However, Lorea-chan seemed hesitant.


  「Ah, no, I don’t need a lot of things. I’ll be fine as long as we have a stove in the kitchen… But… Actually, I’d like to use a magic stove if possible…」(Lorea)


  「A magic stove? No problem! I’ll prepare it for you. But, how about the water? Don’t you want a magic tool that automatically pumps water from the well?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… It’ll be great if we have it, but… wouldn’t it trouble you too much? For me whose house doesn’t have a well, having a well near me is already luxurious enough.」(Lorea)


  「I have a well because I’m an alchemist, and I was planning to make that kind of tool in the first place, so you don’t have to worry about it.」(Sarasa)


  「Really? That’s great!」(Lorea)


  I feel like there’s no turning back, so I think I’ll just make Lorea-chan her dream kitchen!


  「What else do you want? Ah! How about an oven? You can easily bake bread if you have one.」(Sarasa)


  「An oven!? But those things are quite expensive, right!?」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry! You can leave it to me! I will make you a magic oven! Hahaha!」(Sarasa)


  When Lorea-chan opened her eyes wide in surprise, I turned around, put my hands on my waist and laughed.


  As a matter of fact, there were only a few people that had an oven in their houses.


  Normally people didn’t have an oven unless they were rich.


  Unlike a magic oven which has a mechanism similar to a magic stove, an ordinary oven consumes a lot of firewood.


  Normally, only places like bakeries and inns have ovens because it would be a waste of firewood if you bake bread just for yourself at home.


  Some villages have shared ovens that were usually used to bake bread for villagers.


  Unfortunately, we don’t have one in this village…


  For that reason, I think it will be convenient if I have one in my house.


  Since there’s no shared oven in this village, I don’t think Lorea-chan knows how to use one, but she can just learn once we have one.


  「And… I think I will also install a refrigerator and a freezer. It will be useful for storing food.」(Sarasa)


  「A magic stove, a tool to draw water, a magic oven, and now a refrigerator and a freezer!? Sarasa-san, don’t you think it’s too extravagant…?」(Lorea)


  I don’t think anyone in this village has a refrigerator or a freezer.


  Well, it would be convenient if we had one, but we wouldn’t be troubled even if we didn’t have one.


  Besides, it’s very expensive.


  It’s a luxury item after all.


  「But, Lorea-chan, you said, “Let’s make a good kitchen!”, right?」(Sarasa)


  When I tilted my head and asked her so, Lorea-chan waved her hands in panic.


  「I, I said that, but this is just too much!」(Lorea)


  「I’m just kidding.」(Sarasa)


  「Just kidding? Hahh… I see. Well, having several luxury items at the same time is impossible after all.」(Lorea)


  「Phu!」(Sarasa)


  I laughed at Lorea-chan who breathed a sigh of relief.


  「Sarasa-san…?」(Lorea)


  「Ahahaha! I’m sorry, Lorea-chan. I lied. Your reaction is so cute, I can’t help but tease you. I will really install those luxury items!」(Sarasa)


  「Eh!? Sarasa-san, please be more serious!」(Lorea)


  「Ahaha, I’m sorry, but you really don’t have to worry about it. I need to make those items to practice alchemy. I came to this village to train after all.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so…? There’s nothing I can say then…」(Lorea)


  「Un. Don’t worry, don’t worry~」(Sarasa)


  Well, I’m not lying this time.


  I really have to make those items because they are listed in the 4th volume of Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  If I don’t make them, I can’t proceed to the 5th volume.


  I will sell them if I can, but selling such luxury items in this village seems impossible.


  Therefore, I don’t have a choice but to use them myself.


  「First of all, I have to order materials and repair the wall. Lorea-chan, can you watch the store? I’m going out for a while.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood. Please be careful on your way.」(Lorea)


  


  First of all, I need iron plates for the base materials to make a magic stove and a magic oven.


  I guess about 14 iron plates would be enough.


  Oh, right. I also need some iron ingots to make the small parts.


  I went to the blacksmith, Jizdo-san, to order the iron plates and iron ingots, and then I went to Geberg-san’s house.


  I opened the door of the house that didn’t look like a carpenter’s house at all, and called out.


  「Excuse me~ Geberg-san, it’s me, Sarasa~」(Sarasa)


  After I called out, a person who looked like a grumpy old man came out from the back.


  He’s Geberg-san.


  Even though he looks like that, he’s actually a kind person.


  I got used to it after I talked so many times with him since coming to this village.


  「Oh! Ojou-chan, you finally came! Let’s go!」(Geberg)


  Saying that, Geberg-san slapped my back.


  I’ve gotten used to this ‘slapping other people’s back’ custom in this village, so it didn’t hurt too much.


  「Eh? Wh, Where to?」(Sarasa)


  I haven’t even told him what business I came here for, but Geberg-san suddenly asked me to go somewhere with him.


  「To your house, of course! As a carpenter in this village, I have to fix this village’s hero’s house as soon as possible, but you have been bedridden since the battle was over. Now that you have recovered, I can finally do my job.」(Geberg)


  「But, don’t you have a plan to repair other villagers’ houses today?」(Sarasa)


  「You fool, of course your house is my priority. Let’s go!」(Geberg)


  Saying that, Geberg-san slapped my back again.


  「Y, Yes, sir!」(Sarasa)


  I came here to ask when he would have time to help me repair my house, but it seemed that it would be today.


  I hurriedly followed Geberg-san to my house, and then I guided him to the backyard to show him the damage.


  「Kaahh! This is terrible! Do you want me to fix the fences like they used to be?」(Geberg)


  「Yes, please.」(Sarasa)


  Although it’s not urgent, the backyard fences must also be fixed in order to protect my herb field, and so I can dry my laundry without worrying about other people’s eyes.


  The priority is of course the house’s walls, especially the kitchen.


  「We can leave the backyard for later, more importantly, we have to repair the house’s back wall as soon as possible.」(Sarasa)


  It’s nice to feel the breeze when I’m inside thanks to the holes in the wall, but it will be a problem when it rains.


  「Hmm, so not only the door, but the walls were also destroyed, huh? This house’s walls are stronger than normal houses’ walls, right?」(Geberg)


  「Yes. Do you know about it?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, because I was involved in the construction of this house a long time ago.」(Geberg)


  「Hee, I see.」(Sarasa)


  Well, considering Geberg-san’s age and the fact that he is a carpenter in this village, it’s pretty obvious.


  I’m sure he was involved in most of the construction in this village.


  「I remember this house’s previous owner wanted to install a “Seal” or something in this house, and thanks to that, it was quite hard to build this house.」(Geberg)


  「Ahh…」(Sarasa)


  Building a house with a Seal is quite annoying for most carpenters because it’s really different from making a normal house.


  Sometimes, the shape of the house is too complex, and the carpenters will get interrupted from time to time during work by an alchemist because alchemical work is needed.


  I think carpenters who are impatient will be frustrated if they have to work like that.


  「Umm… Geberg-san, I’m sorry, I think I will make you a little uncomfortable during the work…」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha! I know, don’t worry. It’s a carpenter’s job to meet the needs of customers! I won’t complain since I love my job.」(Geberg)


  「Oohhーー」(Sarasa)


  Wonderful!


  I respect him even more.


  If you’re a professional, you have to respect your customer’s request.


  It’s a service industry after all.


  If you want to build the house without following the customer’s request, you have to tell them the reason and convince them that their request will have a negative impact on the house in the future.


  When I looked at Geberg-san with eyes full of respect, he looked away and blushed.


  「So, when will we start the work?」(Geberg)


  「I’ve told Lorea-chan to manage the store for the time being, so we can start now. I’ll be relying on you for today.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright, let’s get started then!」(Geberg)


  「Aye!」(Sarasa)


  Repairing a house with a Seal is a job for professionals only, so Geberg-san didn’t call the villagers who once helped build the fences at my house.


  The only ones working are me and Geberg-san.


  While Geberg-san piling blocks and plastering them, I’m repairing the Seal.


  「As expected from Geberg-san, you are very skillful.」(Sarasa)


  「Of course. I’ve been a craftsman many times longer than the time you’ve been alive, you know?」(Geberg)


  「Haha, you’re right.」(Sarasa)


  He was involved in the construction of this house a long time ago after all.


  By the way, repairing the Seal is unexpectedly difficult…


  If you make a new one, you can set it as you want so you can make it easily.


  However, it’s different when it comes to repairing it.


  You have to work very carefully according to how the Seal works so there’s no deviation in the function.


  Moreover, the materials used to repair a Seal are quite expensive.


  It’s tiring mentally and financially…


  Honestly, I don’t want to think about how much money I’m going to spend to repair this Seal.


   


  After a few hours of working, we finally finished repairing the wall.


  …..Hahh… It was tiring but it was faster than I expected.


  Well, it’s thanks to Geberg-san’s amazing carpentry skills.


  But actually, I also helped him a little with magic.


  「Ahh, if only you were not an alchemist, I would have asked you to become my disciple.」(Geberg)


  「But my carpentry skills aren’t that good. I only learned a little carpentry at school.」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t think skillfulness has anything to do with school. It’s something you will gain from practicing.」(Geberg)


  「Is that so? By the way, you don’t have a disciple?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. There’s no man with a lot of will power like you in this village.」(Geberg)


  「I’m a girl, though…」(Sarasa)


  Geberg-san sighed.


  I think having a master like Geberg-san would be tough because he seems to be very strict.


  「Oh, well. Anyway, do you have any request for the door?」(Geberg)


  「Ah, yes. Please make it strong. I don’t want the new door to become like the old one.」(Sarasa)


  I pointed to the destroyed door on the pile of debris in the backyard.


  Geberg-san smiled bitterly when he saw it.


  「We’ll be doomed if something like bear attacks happens frequently in this village… But, roger that. I’ll also repair the backyard fences in the near future.」(Geberg)


  「Thank you, Geberg-san.」(Sarasa)


   


  He said “in the near future”, but it’s Geberg-san we’re talking about.


  The next day, a new door was installed into the kitchen, and my beautiful fences were completely repaired.


  That’s Geberg-san for you.


  
  Chapter 5 : Magic Stove Ⅰ


  「So, are you going to start making a magic stove and magic oven today?」(Lorea)


  「I’m not sure if I can do it today. I have to wait for the iron plates I ordered to be finished first.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. I’m looking forward to using them, especially the magic oven! Ahh~ I wonder what kind of food should I make first~」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan looked so happy, but Iris-san was looking at her curiously.


  Iris-san and Kate-san are taking a day off today, so they will be home all day.


  They went into the Great Sea of Trees like every single day.


  I understand that they want to pay their debts as quickly as possible, but it would be bad if they get too tired and get sick, so I used my power as the landlord to strictly tell them to have a proper rest for at least a day.


  If they were the kind of people who like to borrow money from other people, I would tell them to work without rest until they return my money, but they seem to be honest and kind people.


  「Lorea, do you know how to use an oven? Normally, people don’t have an oven in their house unless they’re rich, right?」(Iris)


  Kate-san, who had the same question as Iris-san, nodded.


  「That’s right. I can’t even cook anything in an oven except bread.」(Kate)


  「U, Uhh… Actually, I don’t know how to use it, I was just longing for it. I’m sorry.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan awkwardly stuck out her tongue.


  「It’s not just you, I don’t really know how to use one either. By the way, when I told my master that I would make a magic oven, she sent me a book. Wait a sec…」(Sarasa)


  I took the book Master sent me the other day with the transfer device from the shelf and put it on the table so that everyone could see it.


  Books are expensive, and she sent me one like it was nothing.


  As expected from Master.


  There was no letter that came with the book, but I knew what Master wanted me to do with it.


  Well, it’s obvious, because the title of the book is “Oven Cooking Recipes”.


  「Lorea-chan, do you want it?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Are you sure you want to give this book to me?」(Lorea)


  「Un. Use it well, okay?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course! I will make delicious food for you!」(Lorea)


  「Fufu. I’m looking forward to it.」(Sarasa)


  I smiled at Lorea-chan who hugged the recipe book with her eyes shining.


  I can use it to study cooking, but now I want to concentrate on alchemy, so I thought it would be better if I gave the book to Lorea-chan.


  「Since we still don’t have a magic stove or magic oven yet, how about we go out for lunch?」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


  「「Agreed!」」(Iris & Kate)


  Now that Lorea-chan has become my employee, she no longer goes home for lunch.


  We always have lunch together lately.


  Iris-san and Kate-san also have lunch with me when they are at home.


  After I put the『Lunch Break』sign on the front door and locked it, the four of us headed for Diral-san’s dining hall.


  But before thatー


  「Oh, right. Before we go to the dining hall, do you guys mind if we go to Jizdo-san’s place first? I want to ask him if he has finished my iron plates or not.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay~」(Lorea)


  「I don’t mind.」(Iris)


  「Thank you. Let’s go then!」(Sarasa)


  We went a bit away from the main road and stopped by the blacksmith.


  「Excuse me, are my iron plates done?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, Sarasa-chan. I’m sorry, some of them are still in progress. My husband is still working on it.」(Jimena)


  The one who welcomed me is Jizdo-san’s wife, Jimena-san.


  There were about seven or eight iron plates placed on the table.


  Kanー Kanー Kanー


  I could hear the sound of a hammer hitting iron from the back of the house.


  Looks like Jizdo-san is still working.


  「No, it’s okay. Well then, I’ll take two of them for now.」(Sarasa)


  To make a magic stove, I only need two iron plates.


  Lorea-chan will be able to cook if we have at least a stove, so the magic oven can wait.


  「Can you bring them home? They are quite heavy…」(Jimena)


  「Don’t worry, if it’s only two iron platesー」(Sarasa)


  「ーStore Owner -dono, let me carry them for you.」(Iris)


  Suddenly, Iris-san who was standing behind me offered to help.


  「Are these two good?」(Iris)


  She pointed to the top two iron plates.


  「Ah, no. I want the bottom two because they are a bit bigger. But, Iris-san, today is your day off, you don’t have to do it.」(Sarasa)


  Certainly, they seem quite heavy, but not too heavy to carry.


  「Store Owner-san, can you leave it to Iris? You always help us, so at least let her do it for you to return the favor.」(Kate)


  「Kate’s right. It’s also for the sake of my mental health. Besides, how can I walk with empty hands while you’re walking with those heavy iron plates? What kind of excuse should I make to the villagers who see us?」(Iris)


  Everyone except me smiled wryly.


  「Ah, if it’s Sarasa-san…」(Lorea)


  「Everyone in this village knows that she’s not as fragile as she looks, but to be more accurate…」(Kate)


  「She is the strongest in this village!」(Iris)


  Then, the three of them laughed.


  After the battle with Hell Flame Grizzlies, maybe they’re right that I’m the strongest in this village.


  In the end, I decided to leave the iron plates to Iris-san.


  After confirming that she could carry the iron plates without any problem, we left the blacksmith and went to Diral-san’s dining hall.


  


  Fortunately, because most of the Collectors left this village, we were able to find an empty table for four of us even though it was lunch time.


  Iris-san put the iron plates on the table, sat down and took a breather.


  「Fiuh….」(Iris)


  We also sat at the table, and then I called out to Diral-san.


  「Diral-san, can we get four lunch sets?」(Sarasa)


  「Okayー Hm? By the way, what’re those iron plates for?」(Diral)


  Diral-san, who came to receive the order, looked at the iron plates on the table curiously.


  Well, people don’t usually carry iron plates around.


  「Ah, this is the main material to make a magic stove. I’m going to make one at home.」(Sarasa)


  「Heeー So you will finally be able to cook at home, huh?」(Diral)


  「Yes, but the one who will cook is Lorea-chan.」(Sarasa)


  「Hoho… Lorea, huh? I guess you will rarely come here to eat then.」(Diral)


  「Un, I’m sorry, but I think so. If I lived alone, I might still come here even though I had a magic stove since I’m not that good at cooking.」(Sarasa)


  My cooking skills haven’t improved, it was the same as when I was 10.


  Even though my dishes look normal, they’re not very delicious.


  I’d like to improve my cooking skills, but I’m busy with the store and studying alchemy, so I don’t think I will have time for that.


  「Hahaha! You don’t have to worry about that. If the number of Collectors increases, my dining hall will be crowded again. But, a magic stove, huh? I wanted to have one, but they’re ridiculously expensive…」(Diral)


  「Yeah, it’s hard to buy since it costs you at least 120,000 reas.」(Sarasa)


  It’s not a price ordinary people can afford.


  Even though you don’t have to prepare firewood to use it, it’s just too expensive.


  It’s not worth buying especially if you live in the countryside like this where you can easily collect firewood.


  「Eh? You can buy it for 120,000 reas? I once asked Daruna but he said the cheapest one was 200,000 to 300,000 reas.」(Diral)


  「Ah, I was talking about a small magic stove for home use. By the way, how big is the largest pot you’re using here?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… The biggest one is about fifty centimeters in diameter.」(Diral)


  That’s a huge pot.


  Well, it’s a dining hall, of course they’d need a huge pot like that.


  The magic stove that I plan to make is about thirty centimeters wide, so it’s over half as big as Diral-san’s biggest pot.


  I don’t think you can put a pot that big on a small stove.


  However, if I make it a bit bigger, it might be possible.


  「I think a fifty centimeter pot will be….. around 150,000 reas, maybe?」(Sarasa)


  「Really? That’s a lot cheaper! I wonder why Daruna made such an expensive offer.」(Diral)


  「……….」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan made an awkward expression after Diral-san said that.


  She must be thinking that her dad tried to rip Diral-san off.


  「Don’t worry, Lorea-chan, Daruna-san wasn’t trying to rip Diral-san off… Diral-san, the price was that expensive because it included shipping costs. A big magic stove is about 100 kilograms, you know? And there was a risk it would break during the shipping.」(Sarasa)


  In order to prevent a bad rumor that could damage Daruna-san’s reputation, I explained to them properly why the price was expensive.


  It would be bad if this conversation caused discord in the village.


  I would feel bad for Lorea-chan if that happened.


  The iron plates to make a magic stove must be large and thick, so the finished product would definitely be quite heavy.


  The time and effort to make a large magic stove wasn’t that different from making a small one, but the shipping would be much more difficult.


  Therefore, the price that Daruna-san offered to Diral-san was fair. Not too expensive, and not too cheap.


  「Look at these iron plates. They look heavy, right? This is the material for a small magic stove. Just imagine how heavy a big magic stove is.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… So yours is cheap because it has no shipping charges?」(Diral)


  「Exactly. But if you want a magic stove, that means you’re confident in the amount of magical power you have, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, and I’m not alone. I have my husband with me, so I don’t think there will be a problem.」(Diral)


  The magical power consumed is proportional to the firepower, so a large magic stove in a dining hall will consume twice as much magical power as a small magic stove for home use.


  Moreover, unlike a small magic stove for home which is usually only used when we want to eat, the large magic stove in a dining hall will be used almost all day long.


  People with little magical power will get exhausted, but Diral-san and her husband seem to have a moderate amount of magical power.


  Well, people who can’t use magic can only make use of their magical power to activate artifacts and magic tools, so I think it’s better to make use of it if you can since it will save you money to buy fuel.


  「150,000 reas, huh… It’s not impossible, but… Hmmm….」(Diral)


  「I can make it for you anytime~ Magic stoves are convenient~ They don’t require firewood and can be used freely~ They don’t use fire, so you won’t feel hot even in the summer~」(Sarasa)


  I talked like a merchant who was trying to sell a product to a customer.


  「Umm……. I want to buy it, but… Sarasa-chan, can you make it cheaper, please?」(Diral)


  Diral-san put her hands together, begging me to lower the price.


  However, as an alchemist, there’s a reason why it’s hard for me to give her a discount.


  「Umm… actually, we have a rule not to lower prices too much because it will disturb the market price. The other alchemists will be mad at me if I sell it cheaply. I’m sorry…」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I knew it. There’s a rule like that among alchemists.」(Iris)


  Suddenly, Iris-san said that and nodded as if she was convinced.


  「I’ve been wondering why the price of the goods in alchemist stores are not much different from each other. Well, there are still some ‘bad’ stores that manipulate the price too much, though.」(Iris)


  「Ahaha… Yeah, I know one bad store like that… By the way, the price will get higher according to the effect of the goods, especially artifacts that have useful effects. Well, it also depends on the materials and the skills of the alchemists, though.」(Sarasa)


  This country did various things with the goal of increasing the number of high-quality alchemists such as establishing the Alchemist Training School and giving scholarships and authorities to alchemists with outstanding performances.


  「I see. But what if I only ask you for a little discount. Just a little. If you agree, I’ll order two of them!」(Diral)


  「Two? Are you sure? Well, if you seriously want to buy two, I can give you a little discount. Let’s say… How about 10% off?」(Sarasa)


  If it’s just a little, I think it’s acceptable, right? Right?


  「Alright, deal! Two magic stoves!」(Diral)


  「Really!? But, shouldn’t you talk about this with your husband first?」(Sarasa)


  Even though I ended up giving her a discount, Diral-san still has to pay 270,000 reas for two magic stoves.


  That amount of money is equivalent to the annual income of ordinary households.


  「Talk to my husband? Nah, it’s not needed. I’m sure he won’t mind. An inn plus dining hall like this requires a huge amount of firewood to cook. If we have magic stoves, we don’t have to bother collecting and storing firewood anymore!」(Diral)


  Ah, it reminds me of the huge amount of firewood used during the winter when I was in the orphanage.


  Usually, the older children would go to the forest to collect it, and the younger ones would cut and store it.


  It was quite a tough job…


  I remember because it took a lot of space, we stored the excess firewood in the corridor.


  People who can buy firewood from a wood shop anytime don’t need to store that much, but the orphanage couldn’t afford to buy firewood, so we had no choice but to store them just in case.


  「Besides, I got extra money from the bears. It was you who bought all the fur, right? Then I have to give a little of your money back!」(Diral)


  「Ahh, I see. So Village Mayor-san has already distributed the money, huh?」(Sarasa)


  「We also got some money from him! Right, Kate?」(Iris)


  「Yeah. The village mayor gave us quite a lot. He said it was because we were active in battle.」(Kate)


  Certainly these two killed many bears in battle, especially Kate-san with her bow.


  They’re actually quite strong.


  If only those veteran-pretending men didn’t get in their way when they went to the Great Sea of Trees for the first time, they would have killed the Hellfire Grizzly that attacked them, and Iris-san wouldn’t have gotten injured really badly.


  「That’s why, thanks to the bears, the villagers here became a little richer now. By the way, can magic stoves be used forever?」(Diral)


  「Ah, they won’t last forever. Magic stones are expendable items after all. If you use it all day long every day, I think one will last for 30 years. However, if its magic stone is broken, you need to replace it.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s more than enough! 30 years is like forever after all.」(Diral)


  By the way, only alchemists can exchange magic stones, so if I’m not here and there are no alchemists in this village 30 years later, Diral-san has to go to the nearby town to call an alchemist.


  「Ah, one more thing. Because the stove will be put on a wood frame, you need to check the frame regularly and replace it if necessary. It will be fine if it doesn’t get too dirty, but I think it will get damper as you cook. You can ask Geberg-san for the wood frame.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahaha! I will if that old man Geberg is still alive thirty years later.」(Diral)


  「Knowing that he is strong, I think he will be as energetic as he is now thirty years later.」(Sarasa)


  I think Geberg-san is around 70 years old now.


  Well, I’m not really sure if he will survive for another thirty years, but I just can’t agree with Diral-san’s joke.


  Kuuuuu~~~


  Suddenly, I heard such a sound from Lorea-chan’s direction.


  「….Umm… Diral-san? When will you make our lunch? I’m sorry, but I’m really hungry….」(Lorea)


  「Woops! I’m sorry, Lorea. I’ll make it right away. Well then, Sarasa-chan, I’m counting on you!」(Diral)


  「Leave it to me! Thank you for your order!」(Sarasa)


  Not long after Diral-san went to the kitchen, she returned with our lunch.


  While eating my food, I was thinking of going back to Jizdo-san’s place to order additional iron plates to make Diral-san’s magic stoves.


  
  Chapter 6 : Magic Stove Ⅱ


  Making a magic stove is surprisingly simple.


  I just need to draw a circuit using special ink on the surface of two iron plates.


  If you want to make general items like this, you can just follow the instructions in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy after all.


  「Well, it’s simple to make, but not easy.」


  Drawing the circuit and pouring a certain amount of magical power precisely was kinda difficult.


  However, both are basic techniques in alchemy, so if you do it carefully, you won’t fail.


  After I finished drawing the circuit, I scraped a hole in one of the iron plates to place the magic stone, and after I placed the magic stone there, I stuck the two iron plates together.


  It already can be used if you just want to generate heat, but if you want to cook food on it, it’s not done yet.


  To be precise, you can use it to cook, but it’s too dangerous. Your hand will get burned.


  Well, of course, because when you use it, you have to activate the magic stone by touching the plate directly.


  It’s okay if you just want to start a heat to warm your hands, but it will be too hot for your hand to handle if you want to use it to cook.


  Therefore, I made a shallow wooden box about twice as large as the iron plates, spread special clay with high heat insulation performance on it, and embedded the iron plates in the clay.


  And then, I put them together in the alchemy pot to harden the clay, but in exchange for its high heat insulation performance, this clay had one drawback which was it would become quite brittle once hardened.


  The clay could crack if I hit the wooden box even with a little force.
 That’s why the shipping cost was so high because they have to be really careful not to break it during shipping.


  After that, I filled the gap between the clay and the iron plate with resin to eliminate unevenness between them.


  And finally, I coated the entire surface with a special substance, and applied an anti-rust and waterproof function to it with alchemy, and then a standard magic stove that can be used for 30 years is completed.


  Actually, there are two types of magic tools: the high-efficiency type that can be used by people with low magical power, and the big-output type for people who have moderate magical power like Diral-san, but I feel like it’s almost impossible to sell such items in this village.


  Diral-san might be my first and last customer who ordered something from me here.


  「Even if I put them in the store, I don’t think anyone from this village will buy it…」


  Even the cheapest magic stove will cost 100,000 reas.


  There are no dining halls other than Diral-san’s place in this village, and it’s just too expensive to sell in the area where people can get firewood easily like this village.


  It might be cheaper than the ones in an urban area like the royal capital.


  It’s easy to clean and you don’t have to buy firewood anymore.


  However, 100,000 reas is still too expensive for common people to pay at once, so I don’t think I can sell it easily even in the royal capital.


  「Let’s see….. The heat is good…. The temperature control… is working… Un! It’s a success!」


  After I poured my magical power into it and confirmed that the magic stove was working, I nodded in satisfaction.


  「Now, I just have to install it in the kitchen…….. Hnggu…! Ahh, it’s quite heavy…!」


  It was almost 30 kilograms.


  I was thinking of carrying it to the kitchen without using body strengthening to train my body at first, but then I gave up.


  In the end, I used body strengthening to carry the magic stove to the kitchen and installed it in the place where the previous owner of this house installed his magic stove before.


  Because I made it the same size as the installation place, it fit perfectly in place and didn’t wobble at all.


  「Sarasa-san, is the stove finished?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. Tada~!」(Sarasa)


  I showed the newly made magic stove to Lorea-chan and Kate-san who probably came to the kitchen because they heard noises when I installed it.


  「Whoaaー」(Lorea)


  「Hmm, hmm…」(Kate)


  They both looked curiously at the magic stove.


  Kate-san might have seen a magic stove before, but this was without a doubt Lorea-chan’s first time seeing one. She looked so excited.


  「Let’s make tea to test it.」(Sarasa)


  「Un! I’ll prepare it!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan, who looked so happy to be able to use the magic stove, immediately grabbed a kettle, poured water in it, and put in some Suya tea leaves, which was the most common tea leaf in this village, and handed the kettle to me.


  「Thank you, Lorea-chan. Alright, I’ll put this in the center of the stove, and…… Ignite!」(Sarasa)


  Umm… It’s not using fire, so “Ignite” sounds weird.


  I should have said “Activate!” instead…


  Well, whatever.


  Let’s think that it’s like a magic furnace that doesn’t use fire but people always say “ignite!” when they turn it on.


  「Fumu, fumu. I see, so I should press this button, right?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. The button on the left is to decrease the heat, and the one on the right is to increase it. Push this button if you want to turn off the stove. It will automatically suck your magical power as fuel, so you don’t have to manually pour your magical power into it.」(Sarasa)


  While I was giving an explanation, the water in the kettle began to boil, and Suya tea was completed.


  This magic stover was quite powerful.


  It’s fine if we just use it to boil water like this, but if we want to use it to cook, we have to be careful not to overcook the food.


  「Mmm~ It smells good. Alright guys, it’s tea time!」(Sarasa)


  「Yay!」(Lorea)


  「Let’s drink it!」(Kate)


  After we grabbed our own cup, I poured everyone their tea.


  The beautiful green tea flowed out from the kettle’s spout.


  Although it has a slightly raw flavor, I think it tastes good.
 The refreshing scent is not bad either.


  However, because this tea is unique and a bit different from other tea, you might not like it.
 People have different tastes after all.


  


  It’s too bad that I can no longer see its beautiful color after I pour the Suya tea into the cups, because the cups I bought at the general store are made of wood.


  It’s good that they don’t break, but you can’t see the color of the tea, and I can’t smell the tea really well because the scent of wood interferes.


  I don’t think wood cups are suitable to be used to enjoy tea.


  「This is my first time drinking this kind of tea, but it’s not bad at all.」(Kate)


  「I know, right? If possible, I want to drink it with a tea cup, but…」(Sarasa)


  「I’m sorry. If only we were selling tea cups in our store…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan apologized awkwardly.


  Oops, I forgot that I bought these wooden cups in Lorea-chan’s store.


  「A, Ahh, It’s not that I’m blaming your store. It’s understandable if your store doesn’t sell tea cups. They are fragile items and hard to transport after all. Besides, even if you sell them, I don’t think the villagers will buy them since they are kind of expensive. So, it can’t be helped. You don’t have to worry about it.」(Sarasa)


  In the royal capital, people with a decent amount of money usually use glassware in their houses.


  However, they are fragile and a little expensive, so they’re not widely used by the general public.


  Because shipping fragile tableware like that is difficult, people who live in a town that has no glass workshop usually use wooden tableware.


  「Umm… Since I’m used to making things from glass, I wonder if I can make tea cups myself… 」(Sarasa)


  There’s a glass furnace in my workshop that is usually used to make potion bottles.


  I think I can also make glass cups with it.


  If I fail, I just have to melt the glass and make it over and over again until I’m satisfied with the result.


  「Heeー So you can make glass cups? I’m looking forward to it! Drinking alcohol with a glass cup is different from drinking it with a wooden cup. Well, it depends on the quality of the alcohol, though.」(Kate)


  「A, Alcohol, huh…?」(Sarasa)


  Uhh, that reminds me of when I got drunk at my graduation party in Master’s shop…


  「By the way, Sarasa-san, do you want to sell glassware in the future?」(Lorea)


  「Nope. Glass is not my specialty, and the raw materials for making glasses aren’t cheap either, so I don’t think selling them will be easy.」(Sarasa)


  「I see…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan looked a little disappointed.


  She might be thinking of selling them in her store.


  However, I think it’s still too expensive for the villagers to use on a regular basis even though the shipping costs are zero.


  Well, it’s not that the glass material is very expensive, but compared to the wooden tableware that doesn’t break, they are too fragile for the price.


  「But… If it’s ceramicware… Then maybe…」(Sarasa)


  I was thinking of making ceramicware, but I don’t have a kiln for ceramics.


  While I was thinking, I looked at the square hole under the platform where I installed the magic stove.
 The previous owner of this house probably installed his magic oven in that hole.


  Of course, I also plan to install a magic oven there once I finish it.


  And speaking of a magic oven, we can control the temperature just like a magic stove, and depending on the setting, it might can be used to bake pottery.


  Un. I think if I make a magic oven that allows me to greatly increase the temperature, I can use it as a substitute for a kiln.


  And since I don’t think the villagers here need a large amount of ceramicware, so I think it would be possible for me to supply it for them.


  「Well, I think I’ll make some ceramicware when I feel like it. Lorea-chan, do you want to make them too?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? But… isn’t it difficult…?」(Lorea)


  「Well, using a potter’s wheel is a bit hard, but I think you can do it. We will only make cups anyway, so it’ll be easy.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? Then, let’s make it together when you feel like it.」(Lorea)


  「Un. Let’s do it when I have free time.」(Sarasa)


  I still have a lot of things to do now.
 I haven’t even made the magic oven that will be needed to make ceramic ware.


  「Store Owner-san, you sure can do a lot of things.」(Kate)


  「Well, I’m an alchemist after all. I didn’t graduate from the Alchemist School for nothing.」(Sarasa)


  「Was it difficult to graduate from that school? I only heard about that school from rumors.」(Kate)


  「yeah, it was difficult. Really difficult. As you know, it’s not easy to enter the school, and even after you enter, you have to keep your grades up. If your grades are poor, you can easily be kicked out of the school.」(Sarasa)


  We learned various skills associated with alchemy, such as glass making, earthenware making, woodworking, ect.


  Even though we don’t have to be good at them, at least we have to be able to do it.


  If you can’t, you will be expelled from school.


  Because the rules were really strict, the school has prepared an environment where the students can learn as much as they want.


  When I was at school, sometimes I practiced woodwork and glass-work outside of class hours, and of course I didn’t have to spend money to buy materials because the school provided us with materials.
 Even a poor orphan like me could practice as much as I wanted free of charge.


  「I see. As a result of strict rules, the alchemists who graduated from there can do various things, huh?…. Even Collectors who can fight like me and Iris will never win against you in combat. You are too ‘high spec’, you know?」(Kate)


  「You’re flattering me too much. Well, if the alchemists who are fully supported by the country are actually just a bunch of ordinary people, other people would definitely hate them.」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, you’re right. I somehow prefer if they are talented people than if they are just a bunch of ordinary people who are lucky to get preferential treatment…」(Kate)


  Kate-san said that in a low voice. Perhaps she remembered something unpleasant.


  But after that, she smiled as if nothing happened.


  「But this magic stove is really convenient. It would be much easier for us Collectors to camp in the forest if we have one, but… is it possible to carry this around?」(Kate)


  「Well… if you have enough physical strength, I think it’s possible.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… It’s made of iron plates after all…」(Kate)


  Kate-san smiled bitterly. Perhaps she remembered the face of Iris-san when she was struggling to carry the iron plates.


  If you don’t need too much heat, you can make it a little more compact.
 It can still be used for boiling water and cooking simple food.


  However, the problem is the price.


  Even though it’s smaller, the price is still the same… No, it might be even more expensive than the normal-sized one.


  You will need more time and put more effort to draw a magic circuit on a smaller iron plate after all.


  「Yeah. They’re heavy, fragile, and of course, expensive. If you drop it, it will definitely break, as well as your heart.」(Sarasa)


  「Haha… I can’t agree more…」(Kate)


  「That’s why it’s not suitable to carry around. Well, if you have money, you can buy an artifact bag that can reduce the weight of the luggage to carry a magic stove.」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… Store Owner-san, I don’t think people who have enough money to buy such an artifact will work as a Collector…」(Kate)


  「Haha… You’re right.」(Sarasa)


  I laughed bitterly, agreeing with Kate-san who said that as she put her hand on her forehead.


  Uhh, I can’t say that I got an expensive bag artifact for free from my master!


  「Not to brag, but my family is one of the families that have the most money in this village, but I don’t think my mom will buy a magic stove. It’s too expensive even for my family.」(Lorea)


  「I see. Looks like the only person who would ever buy magic stoves from me is Diral-san, just as I expected.」(Sarasa)


  There’s no way I will display magic stoves in my store, but just in case, should I make a poster telling people that I’m taking orders to make magic stoves?


  Of course, I will also write the price.


  Even though the chance is very slim, there may be someone who will order it one day.


  
  Chapter 7 : Magic Stove Ⅲ


  After I finished making the magic stove, I spent my time cleaning up the herb field in the backyard and planting more varieties of herbs while waiting for Jizdo-san to finish all the iron plates I had ordered.


  Normally, I sell potions for Collectors, but since I heard from Diral-san that the villagers became a little wealthy, now I want to make some potions that also can be used by the villagers.


  For now, I decided to make ‘basic antidotes’.


  You can apply them to your skin when you are bitten by a poisonous insect, and you can drink them when you get food poisoning.


  The price is quite cheap for such a convenient potion, so I hope the people here have at least one in their houses.


  At the orphanage I was in, we always had a basic antidote in our medicine storage box just in case, because people could die of food poisoning, especially children.


  Fortunately, I never had the opportunity to use it.


  As usual, I will sell this potion more cheaply if they return the empty bottle.


  I hope many villagers will come to my store in the future.


  By the way, I got most of the materials to make basic antidotes from Iris-san and Kate-san.


  They are like my store’s exclusive Collectors who always bring me the materials I request.


  I always provide them with potions when I ask for some materials.


  Ah, of course I pay them properly.


  I’m not using my power as the landlord, okay?


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  After several days of cleaning the backyard while making new potions, my iron plates were finally completed.


  「Hello… Sarasa-san…」(Jimena)


  「Jimena-san, welcome. Are you okay? You look so tired.」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah… these iron plates are really heavy…」(Jimena)


  Jizdo-san’s wife, Jimena-san, came to deliver the iron plates I ordered.


  She was leaning against a cart containing 12 normal sized iron plates and 4 large iron plates.


  The large iron plates will be used to make Diral-san’s magic stove, and the normal sized ones will be used to make my magic oven.


  The ruts on the ground were quite deep. It showed how heavy the cart was.


  It might be more than 100kg.


  Pulling this heavy cart alone must be really difficult for Jimena-san.


  If only the roads in this village were made of stone, she wouldn’t have had trouble pulling the cart.


  Unfortunately, we don’t have stone pavement roads here because it was just a small village with little traffic.


  「They are really heavy, so I’d like someone to help me, but… are Iris-san and Kate-san here?」(Jimena)


  「Ah, they are working right now, but don’t worry, I’ll carry all of them myself. Wait a sec.」(Sarasa)


  After I took my protective gloves from my workshop, I inspected the iron plates on the cart.


  The four iron plates for Diral-san’s dining hall were quite large.


  Looks like it would be difficult to carry them all at once.


  If they slipped out of my hands, they might crush my toe or damage the floor.


  「Yosh!」(Sarasa)


  I decided to carry the 12 iron plates for my magic oven first.


  「Umm… Sarasa-san…?」(Jimena)


  「Heave-ho!」(Sarasa)


  「Eh!? Ehhhー!? How can you lift them so easily? I put them one by one into this cart with my husband, but even so, they are really heavy!」(Jimena)


  Jimena-san was amazed watching me lifting 12 iron plates all at once.


  Well, considering my small body, it might look strange.


  「Ah, I’m using magic to strengthen my body. In the first place, I’ll be the one to process these iron plates, so it’s normal if I can carry them, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, yeah but normally you only have to be able to carry one plate at a time if you want to make something from it, right? But you’re now carrying twelve of them! And honestly, you look out of balance carrying those iron plates with your small body…」(Jimena)


  「Hahaha, I’m aware of it.」(Sarasa)


  The weight of one iron plate is almost equal to half of my weight.


  Certainly, I may look strange carrying these iron plates right now.


  「Actually, I’m not that good at this kind of magic, but it’s a must for alchemists. After all, before we do business, we alchemists don’t have enough money to hire labor workers, so we have to do almost everything by ourselves.」(Sarasa)


  It won’t be funny if you can’t use a big alchemy pot just because you can’t lift it, right?


  「I see. If a blacksmith like me and my husband could use that kind of magic, it would surely make things easier for us… By the way, is it difficult to learn that magic?」(Jimena)


  「Well, you don’t need much magical power, but it’s quite difficult to do…」(Sarasa)


  It’s difficult because it requires precise magical power control.


  This magic is suitable for alchemists, especially for those who don’t have much magical power but are quite skillful at controlling it.


  On the contrary, many magicians can’t use it because they only seek for destructive power rather than controlling their magical power precisely.


  By the way, I’m relatively good at controlling my magical power, but there’s a reason why I’m not that good at body strengthening…


  It’s simply because I don’t have much muscle strength…


  In my case, I have to use twice as much magical power, and control it twice as precisely as other alchemists who train their body regularly.


  For example, if there’s a heavy thing that alchemists with well-built bodies can lift with only using 30% of their magical power, I have to use 60% of my magical power to be able to lift it.


  Well, it’s my fault for not training my body well.


  That’s why I was bedridden for several days after the fight against the Hellfire Grizzlies.


  I had been neglecting my physical training to study alchemy more, but since Master came and gave me a sword, I started training my body sometimes.


  「Alright, those were the last… Thank you for delivering them, Jimena-san.」(Sarasa)


  After going back and forth between my workshop and the entrance three times to carry the iron plates, I took off my protective gloves and took a breath.


  「I should be the one who thanks you. In the end, I didn’t help you carry those iron plates…」(Jimena)


  「No problem, please don’t mind it. After all, it would be quite difficult to move while carrying the large iron plates with two people through the small corridor.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you’re maybe right. By the way, those large iron plates are for making Diral-san’s magic stove, right?」(Jimena)


  「Yup. She ordered two magic stoves the other day.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. If there are stoves that can be used with magical power, are there furnaces for blacksmithing that work the same way? Blacksmithing consumes a lot of fuel, so I think it might be more convenient for us if we have one.」(Jimena)


  「Of course there are.」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? I had no idea.」(Jimena)


  「Ahh, you didn’t know?」(Sarasa)


  Jimena-san was surprised, but actually I have a magic furnace in my workshop.


  But of course, I won’t sell it to Jimena-san.


  I will be troubled if I don’t have a magic furnace.


  「You don’t need fuel to use a magic furnace, right?」(Jimena)


  「Yes, just like magic stoves. But, as far as I know, there are not many blacksmiths using them.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? I also had no idea about this… But why? Isn’t it more convenient?」(Jimena)


  「Most of the blacksmiths in the royal capital I know hated magic furnaces because most of them have little magical power.」(Sarasa)


  Unlike magic stoves, magic furnaces for blacksmithing require a lot of magical power because you need a really high temperature to melt iron.


  Moreover, unlike cooking, blacksmithing takes a lot of time.


  Therefore, only blacksmiths with a lot of magical power can use magic furnaces.


  After I gave Jimena-san such an explanation, she nodded in disappointment.


  「I see… Blacksmithing without using fuel is just too good to be true, huh…?」(Jimena)


  「It seems that blacksmiths who have a tremendous amount of magical power are using them, but of course, there are not many. Does Jizdo-san have a lot of magical power?」(Sarasa)


  「Unfortunately, no, he doesn’t… Looks like we will never be able to use a magic furnace…」(Jimena)


  「I see. Well, blacksmithing with a magic furnace is not very common anyway, so you don’t need to worry about it. There are other smithing tool artifacts that are useful for blacksmithing, but they don’t seem to sell very well because many craftsmen are particular about their tools.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I can understand. My husband is also that kind of person.」(Jimena)


  There are artifacts like hammers that are light but have a powerful striking power, bellows that can blow air automatically, clay that can change shape the way you want, hammers that can increase your arm strength, and many more.


  However, there are not many blacksmiths who want to use them.


  Maybe it has something to do with the pride of blacksmiths? I don’t know.


  Unlike blacksmiths, we alchemists are happy to use such convenient tools.


  If you can make things easier, why not?


  


  Even if the size of the magic stove you want to make is bigger than the normal one, the method of making it basically doesn’t change.


  However, you need more magical power to make a big one.


  You still can make a big magic stove even if you only have a little magical power.


  You just need to take a break from time to time when you make it, so the amount of magical power is not a problem.


  In my opinion, lack of stamina is more of a problem than lack of magical power.


  When you’re drawing on paper, you can rotate the paper as you like, but you can’t do that when you’re drawing on a heavy iron plate.


  Therefore, I put the iron plate on the big table in my workshop, and I moved around the table as I drew the magic circuit on the iron plate.


  Furthermore, after I drew the magic circuit, I had to put two iron plates together in a box filled with special clay, and then put them altogether in the alchemy pot.


  The weight of that magic stove slightly exceeded my weight.


  Moreover, Diral-san ordered two of them.


  This was a very tiring job…


  「Heave-ho!」


  I lifted up the big magic stove and slowly put it into my big alchemy pot, and gently leaned it against the side of the pot.


  「Fiuh~…. It feels weird putting a big rectangular thing into this rounded pot.」


  It would be easier if this pot was a little shallower like a frying pan.


  Well, that would be inconvenient for making potions though.


  Alchemy pots are very expensive, so it’s hard to have each one in different sizes depending on the purposes.


  After I put the magic stove into the alchemy pot, next I just need to process it with alchemy.


  It’s easy, but I need more magical power since it’s a big magic stove.


  「Uhh… taking it out will be even harder than putting it in….. Hm? Wait a minute…」


  I just got an idea.


  I put down the alchemy pot on the floor and slowly laid it down horizontally.


  And then I carefully pulled out the magic stove from the pot.


  「Ahh, this is way easier. I should have done this when I put it in…」


  Oh right! I think I can still process it even with the alchemy pot lying down like this.


  Since I’m not using liquid to do it, I don’t think there will be a problem.


  「Alright, from now on, I will use the alchemy pot this way when I make artifacts that don’t require liquid!」


  I wonder if I can make potions this way.


  Hmm, maybe it will work if I just make a few of them.


  I’m a little short, so it’s kind of difficult for me to use this big alchemy pot.


  「If only there were potions that could make people grow taller… No, it’s not impossible that such a potion exists… Hmm, but I’m not sure…」


  Even full fledged alchemists don’t know about all artifacts and potions that exist.


  Normally, you only know about artifacts and potions that are in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy and it’s limited to how many volumes you can read.


  There are a lot of strange items in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  For example, I’ve heard from Master that there’s a potion called “Bald Potion” that can make people lose their hair in an instant in volume 10.


  Yes, as I said before that volume 10 of Encyclopedia of Alchemy was filled with useless and weird items.


  According to Master, the Balding Potion was born from a failed “Hair Growth Potion”.


  …I feel bad for the person who had become the test subject to test this potion…
 They were expecting their hair would grow, but boom! They went bald instead…


  However, the demand for the Balding Potions was surprisingly high.


  Most of the people who bought that product were people who were too lazy to shave their hair and beard, people who shaved their hair for religious reasons, and people who felt more comfortable without hair.


  It was a business that was denoting products that appeal to a small, specialized section of the people.


  If such a weird potion even exists, I think there’s also a potion that can make people grow taller.


  I’d like to grow taller, but honestly… I feel like I would hesitate to use it considering that my body was given to me by my parents…


  Well, being short is not the end of the world.


  Rather than using a potion to grow taller in an instant, I think letting my body grow naturally is better.


  「Woops, I have no time to think about weird things. I should continue working.」


  After I took out the magic stove from the alchemy pot, I started applying the rust-proofing and waterproofing liquid to the magic stove.


  I applied the liquid very carefully because this magic stove will be used frequently to cook a lot of dishes in the dining hall.


  「Ah, I should apply it on the back of the stove too.」


  My magic stove that I made the other day has been installed into a base in the kitchen, so its back side won’t get dirty so easily, but Diral-san’s magic stove is different.


  She will put the magic stove on her kitchen range in her dining hall, so I carefully apply the liquid on all the surfaces of the magic stove.


  「Yosh! Now I just need to let it dry! I think it’ll be dry by tomorrow.」


  While waiting for the liquid to dry, I used the remaining time of the day to prepare the magic stones for Diral-san’s magic stoves and work on my magic oven little by little.


  
  Chapter 8 : Magic Stove Ⅳ


  -The next day-


  After dealing with customers who usually come in the morning, I’m planning to deliver Diral-san’s magic stoves.


  I don’t have a cart, so I stacked the stoves and carried them on my back.


  「Store Owner-san… I feel like those big stoves will crush your body at any moment…」(Kate)


  「Let us help you!」(Iris)


  「Don’t worry. I’m using body strengthening, so I’ll be fine. You two should go to work.」(Sarasa)


  「But, are you really sure you don’t need our help?」(Iris)


  「I’m sure. Don’t worry.」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… Alright then, we’ll be going to the forest.」(Iris)


  「Un. Be careful on your way~」(Sarasa)


  They weigh more than 100 kg, but it’s not impossible for me to carry.


  But… They’re heavy after all…


  「Should I borrow a cart from Ells-san…?」(Sarasa)


  But if I carry these fragile stoves with a cart through this village’s rough roads, I’m afraid they will break on the way.


  I think carrying them on my back is the safest way.


  Besides, Diral-san’s dining hall is not that far from my house.


  But I should be careful and stay focused.


  If I canceled my body strengthening by accident, there’s no doubt that these heavy stoves would crush my small body.


  After walking carefully for about 10 minutes, I arrived at Diral-san’s dining hall.


  On the way, many villagers were surprised seeing me carrying these heavy things.


  They were like, “Sarasa-chan, are you okay!?”, or “Let me help you!”, but I told them not to worry and kept walking.


  「Diral-sanー It’s me, Sarasa. I came to deliver your magic stovesー」(Sarasa)


  When I entered the dining hall as I shouted like that, Diral-san came out of the kitchen.


  「Sarasa-chan, welcoー Whoaa! Hurry, put them down here!」(Diral)


  As soon as she saw me carrying the heavy stoves, Diral-san hurriedly pointed at an empty table.


  I carefully lowered the magic stoves and put them on the table.


  As I heard the squeaky sound from the table, my back became lighter.


  「Aaahhh~~~ Even though I used body strengthening, it’s still really tiring…」(Sarasa)


  When I took a breather while wiping the sweat on my forehead, Diral-san put her hands on her hips and looked at me.


  「Sarasa-chan, if you told me, I would have asked several young Collectors to go help you carry these stoves.」(Diral)


  「Haha… But since I received your order, it’s my responsibility to deliver them to you.」(Sarasa)


  If Diral-san asked other people to carry them, I would feel bad for them if they accidentally broke these expensive stoves on the way.


  「So, where should I install these stoves?」(Sarasa)


  「No, I’ll do the installation myself. I only have to line them in my kitchen, right?」(Diral)


  「But, they are really heavy. They are even heavier than you.」(Sarasa)


  「Heavier than me who has the body of a heavyweight wrestler? Ahaha, that can’t be!」(Diral)


  Diral-san laughed casually. Perhaps she thought I was joking.


  「No, seriously. They are extremely heavy. You can try to lift them if you want, but please don’t force yourself and end up hurting your back.」(Sarasa)


  「Don’t worry, I won’t make such a mistake.」(Diral)


  I stepped back and let Diral-san approach the table.


  Perhaps she thought that there’s no way she couldn’t lift them while a small girl like me could carry them all the way from my house..


  Uhh, I’m kinda worried…
 Just in case, maybe I should use body strengthening so that I’ll be ready to support her any time.


  「Alright, here you go… Hmmmpphhー!!!」(Diral)


  Diral-san tried to lift both stoves, but they didn’t even move an inch.


  「They’re heavy, right? They’re over 100 kg after all.」(Sarasa)


  「Aaahh! 100 kg!? That’s really heavy!」(Diral)


  Even though Diral-san has the body of a sumo wrestler just like Ells-san, she’s just an ordinary woman, so it’s only natural that she can’t lift these stoves.


  「Dud, come over here!」(Diral)


  After Diral-san called out, Dudley-san peeked his head through the kitchen door.


  Dudley-san is Diral-san’s husband who is usually in charge of cooking the dishes in this dining hall.


  He looks kind and his cooking is very delicious, but he’s not talking that much. I rarely talked with him.


  Dudley-san came out of the kitchen and approached us.


  He looked at the magic stoves and tried to lift them.


  「Hmmphh…! Ahh… They’re so heavy… Sarasa-chan, did you really bring them here by yourself?」(Dudley)


  「I did, so don’t worry, I’ll carry them to your kitchen.」(Sarasa)


  When I lifted one of the stoves, Dudley-san looked at me in awe.


  「You really can carry it… Impressive.」(Dudley)


  「Well, I’m using body strengthening magic after all. So, can I enter the kitchen?」(Sarasa)


  Dudley-san nodded at me, and then I brought the stove to the kitchen.


  This is my first time entering Diral-san’s kitchen.


  There were two stoves that were larger than ordinary stoves for home use, lined up in the kitchen.


  On top of the two furnace openings, there were holes with trivets installed.


  Because there weren’t many customers at this time, the fire has been turned off.


  「Where should I install it?」(Sarasa)


  When I turned to Dudley-san, he quickly removed the trivets and laid two thick boards on top of the furnace openings.


  「Sarasa-chan, can you put the two stoves here side by side?」(Dudley)


  「Okay!」(Sarasa)


  Because they usually used huge pots, there was enough space to put two large magic stoves in this kitchen.


  After I installed the stove I carried, I returned to the dining hall to get the other one and installed it next to the first one.


  「Fiuh~…」(Sarasa)


  Alright, my job to deliver Diral-san’s magic stoves safely is complete!


  


  「Fiuh~…」(Sarasa)


  Alright, my job to deliver Diral-san’s magic stoves safely is complete!


  Now all I need to do is to check if these magic stoves work and explain to Diral-san and her husband how to use them.


  「Thank you, Sarasa-chan. I’m sorry for troubling you too much.」(Diral)


  「Don’t worry about it. This is my job after all. Thank you for ordering these magic stoves. Now, I’ll explain how to use them.」(Sarasa)


  I explained to the two of them how to fill the stoves with magical power, how to adjust the temperature, how to turn them off, how to clean them, ect.


  Unlike Diral-san who nodded in response, Dudley-san was just touching his chin with his fingers while watching me explain.


  I don’t know if he understands or not. He’s hard to read after all.


  I put a pot filled with water on one of the stoves and showed them how to adjust the temperature.


  「You can adjust the temperature this way. Try it.」(Sarasa)


  The first one who tried it was Dudley-san, and he did it pretty well.


  Looks like he was paying attention to my explanation.


  「Ohh~ It’s very convenient! I can now adjust the heat easily. Adjusting the heat with firewood was a hassle, you know?」(Diral)


  「Haha, I can understand. Ah, but reducing the temperature from strong to weak takes a little time because you need to wait until the iron plate cools down.」(Sarasa)


  Although magic stoves have a heating function, they don’t have a cooling function.


  Therefore, switching to a lower temperature will take time for the hot iron plate to cool down naturally.


  After I explained that, Diral-san nodded.


  「I see. Got it. But don’t worry, I will lower the heat several minutes before using it. I’m sure there will be no problem if we get used to it, right, Dud?」(Diral)


  Asked by Diral-san, Dudley-san nodded at her.


  He really doesn’t talk much…


  Luckily, he has a talkative wife like Diral-san.


  By the way, if you use an ordinary stove, you can adjust the temperature by taking out or adding more firewood, but since it’s so troublesome, some people just cook without adjusting the temperature.


  If you’re that kind of person, you have to remove the food immediately before it burns.


  Making stewed dishes with a low risk of being burnt is safer.


  Therefore, many people who don’t want to take trouble to adjust the temperature of their stoves usually make stewed dishes in their houses.


  When I was at the orphanage, most of the meals were variants of soup and bread.


  Even though a lot of ingredients were used to make the soup, it didn’t taste good, but didn’t taste too bad either.


  That was then, now, I’m really grateful to Lorea-chan who cooks delicious food for us everyday!


  Thank you, Lorea-chan!


  After I explained to Diral-san and Dudley-san how to use the stoves, my job was finally done completely.


  Diral-san went to the room at the back and returned with a leather bag in her hand.


  「Sarasa-chan, thanks again for delivering these stoves and explaining to us how to use them. And, this is the payment. Please check if the amount is correct.」(Diral)


  「Okay, please wait for a second.」(Sarasa)


  I received the leather bag, opened it, and looked inside.


  There were a lot of coins inside.


  The price of the two magic stoves is 270,000 reas.


  It could be paid with two large gold coins and seven small gold coins, but large gold coins are rarely used, especially in the countryside.
 No, even small gold coins are rarely used in a dining hall for common people like this.


  However, I found several small gold coins inside the leather bag.


  Other than those, there were only large silver coins and small silver coins.


  That’s why this leather bag is kinda heavy because it is mostly filled with silver coins.


  I borrowed a table in the dining hall, spread the coins on the table and counted them carefully.


  「Un. The amount is correct. Thank you for your purchase!」(Sarasa)


  「You’re welcome! Thanks to you we can buy magic stoves cheaper than the market price. From now on, we don’t have to chop wood anymore! Ahh~ Our life will be a lot easier, right, Dud?」(Diral)


  Dudley-san who was behind Diral-san, cooking with his new magic stoves, nodded deeply several times.


  I don’t know exactly how much firewood is needed to cook meals in a dining hall like this for a year, but it’s definitely not little.


  And they always cut that huge amount of firewood every day.
 It must be tiring for them…


  Ahh, now I see why Diral-san’s slapping power was really powerful when she slapped my back.


  She always trained her body by cutting firewood.


  「Magic stoves are really convenient, but I don’t think there will be someone ordering them from me again.」(Sarasa)


  「Well, they are too expensive for the people in this village. But, if you make cheaper yet very convenient items, I think the villagers will buy some since they got a lot of money from the village mayor.」(Diral)


  「Hmm, maybe you’re right. I’ll think about it.」(Sarasa)


  I have made basic antidotes for the villagers to buy but I haven’t made any artifacts for them.


  However, I have to be careful in selling items in this village.


  If they bought too many items, I’m afraid it would slow down the development of this village.


  「Please tell me if you sell something good! I’ll definitely buy them if I can afford it!」(Diral)


  「Yes, of course! Thank you, Diral-san! Well then, I’m going home now.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay, see you later!」(Diral)


  After thanking Diral-san one more time, I bowed, left the dining hall, and returned to my home.


  
  Chapter 9 : Ice Fang Bats Ⅰ


  「ーーso, Lorea-chan, do you have any good ideas?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm, I think the one you’re making right now is good enough.」(Lorea)


  「This water pump artifact?」(Sarasa)


  When I was making an artifact that automatically pumps water from the well to the kitchen and the bathroom, I asked Lorea-chan if she had any good ideas about what kind of artifact that I could sell to the villagers.


  「Well this water pump is convenient, but there are only a few houses with wells in this village, right? I can’t sell many.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… I forgot about that.」(Lorea)


  「Moreover, this artifact requires magical power to use it.」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know how many people can use magical power in this village, but I know that Lorea-chan, Iris-san, and Kate-san can use their magical power a little, so they’ll be able to use this water pump.


  There are some people who have almost no magical power, so normally this kind of artifact is not installed in public wells.


  「If I insert magic stones in it, perhaps people with no magical power would be able to use it, but… the price will be really expensive for sure…」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… If you can’t do it, you can just ask people with magical powers to fetch water for you, right? Normally, you don’t live in a house by yourself after all. If there’s a family member who has magical power, they can fetch water for their family.」(Lorea)


  「Ohh… You’re right.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan’s way of thinking seems to be different from mine.


  Even though this artifact requires magical power, it doesn’t need much, unlike magic stoves.


  You won’t get tired just because you use your magical power to fetch water.


  The problem is, if there are people who live alone and have no magical power. They won’t be able to use this artifact.


  But, I don’t think it will be a problem in this village.


  People in this village are like family.


  You can just ask your neighbor to fetch water, and they will happily do it for you.


  「But, wait a minute… If there was a house with two siblings in which only one of them has magical power, that person would be the one who always fetches water for their family, right? Wouldn’t they hate me for making them their family’s slave?」(Sarasa)


  When I said something silly like that, Lorea-chan put her palm on her forehead.


  「Hahh… Sarasa-san, you’re thinking too much. Those siblings can just go together, and the one who doesn’t have magical power can just help their sibling to carry the water to their home, right?」(Lorea)


  「Haha… You’re right.」(Sarasa)


  I have no such experience because I don’t have siblings.


  When I was in the orphanage, there was an adult who always fetched water for us, so the children didn’t have to do that.


  Speaking of the orphanage, I wonder if Master has delivered the money to them…


  By the way, I asked Master to send 10% of the money that I got from selling materials to the orphanage.


  Of course I will give them more once I’m able to make more money.


  The children I know mostly have left the orphanage and live on their own, but there’s still the director who had been taking care of me since I was little, and it’s my responsibility to support them.


  「If the villagers want a public well to be installed in this village, perhaps I can sell a water pump artifact to the village mayor. But before that, I have to talk with him.」(Sarasa)


  It’s the village mayor’s job to pay for the costs of the development of this village.


  But, he just distributed a lot of money to the villagers, right? Will he be able to pay for it?


  Even though he is a village mayor, he doesn’t have much money since this is not a prosperous village.


  「Ah, I can go ask him for you later if you want.」(Lorea)


  「Eh? You will do it for me?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course. I’m the clerk of your store. Besides, I’m used to talking with the village mayor. You can count on me.」(Lorea)


  「Really? I’ll leave it to you then!」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


   


  After I finished making the water pump artifact, I installed it in the well and connected it to the kitchen and the bathroom with water pipes.


  After confirming that the water pump worked properly, I started making another artifact, and this will be the last artifact for my kitchen.


  Yes, it’s the refrigerator and the freezer!


  Although I said it would be the last, they are two different artifacts.


  However, the only difference between the two is the cooling system.


  The freezer is colder than the refrigerator. Other than that, they are the same thing.


  Ah, also, the freezer is smaller than the refrigerator, so it’s easier to make.


  「The size will be… Lorea-chan, what do you think? How big do you want the refrigerator to be?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh…? I’m not sure since I’ve never used it…」(Lorea)


  「Umm, let me change the question. How much food do you want to store?」(Sarasa)


  In a sense, the bigger it is, the more the food you can store.


  If you want to store a boar, a normal-sized refrigerator will be enough, but if you want to store a bear, you need it as big as a small room.


  If it’s big I can also store some alchemy materiaーー No, no. That’s not good.


  There are a lot of alchemy materials that can’t be stored together with food…


  「Sarasa-san, since space in the kitchen is limited, won’t it be better if you make it according to where you will place it?」(Lorea)


  「Oh! Lorea-chan, you’re a genius! As expected of someone with a housewife perspective!」(Sarasa)


  「H, Housewife…? I’m not a housewife, but since this kitchen is the place where I cook food for you, I need to think about it carefully, right?」(Lorea)


  「Un, un! I’m glad that you think so much about that!」(Sarasa)


  Ever since the magic stove and magic oven were installed, Lorea-chan made our meals every day.


  Her cooking skills are not as good as Diral-san’s, but at least she’s better than me, so I have nothing to complain about.


  Iris-san and Kate-san also really like Lorea-chan’s cooking. They have no complaints.


  Besides, they don’t have to go to the dining hall anymore to eat.


  


  「Alright, let’s start measuring!」(Sarasa)


  Actually, there’s quite a lot of empty space in the kitchen.


  There are only a table, several chairs, and a wooden box containing ingredients I got recently.


  For the tableware, I only placed them on the table.


  「Hmm, maybe I need to order a cupboard for storing tableware later…」(Sarasa)


  Before I order a cupboard and start making the magic refrigerator, I need to think about how much space I have to put the cupboard and the refrigerator in, and also I need to think about Lorea-chan’s height since she is the one who uses the kitchen a lot.


  「Because your height is almost the same as mine, I will use my height as reference when I order the cupboard. And for the refrigerator, I will make it two times bigger than the freezer. What do you think, Lorea-chan?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… I’m not really sure, but I think that’s good enough.」(Lorea)


  Looks like it’s difficult for Lorea-chan to decide because she has never used a magic refrigerator.


  A magic refrigerator is roughly divided into three parts: the cooling system, heat insulation system, and the body.


  The cooling system and the heat insulation system can be made using alchemy, so of course I will make those parts.


  However, the body is completely a woodwork product.


  The body is like a cupboard but it’s made of thick wood so there are no gaps for air to pass through.


  「Maybe I will go ask Geberg-san later if he can make me a refrigerator body.」(Sarasa)


  I can make one myself, but considering the time and effort to obtain the wood and the lack of tools at my disposal, asking a professional is definitely better.


  I’m sure it will turn out really good if it’s Geberg-san who makes it.


  「I don’t need to worry about the body, but for the cooling system… umm.. I wonder which is better. Using a magic stone or using a different item to use as the core…」(Sarasa)


  「There are several ways to make a refrigerator?」(Lorea)


  「Yeah, normally, there are several alternative methods to make items using alchemy. If there was only one method, you would be troubled if you don’t have the required material, right?」(Sarasa)


  Normally, you want to choose the most efficient method, but if you couldn’t do it due to lack of materials, you could just use an alternative method.


  For example, when you have to make a potion for sick people, you will feel relaxed even if you don’t have the required materials because you can just use another method.


  Unlike the royal capital where you can buy any materials you want, in the countryside like this, the choice of materials is limited, so having alternative methods is a good thing.


  However, there are risks you have to take if you want to use a different method, such as you have to pay extra costs, or the effect of the item is slightly inferior to the one that is made using a regular method.


  「The alternative method to make a refrigerator is using a magic stone as the core of the cooling system. However, magic stones are expensive and maintaining them regularly is kinda troublesome.」(Sarasa)


  Also, I have to draw a magic circuit just like when I made magic stoves if I’m gonna use a magic stone as the core.


  「The other method is to use an ice-based material. This method is way easier than the other one. Also, it’s cheaper than a magic stone. However…」(Sarasa)


  「You can’t find it in this area?」(Lorea)


  「Actually there are ice-based monsters around this village. They are called Ice Fang Bats. I can use their fangs as the core, but there’s still no one who supplied such materials until now… I wonder why…」(Sarasa)


  If I put a poster saying that I’m looking for the fangs of Ice Fang Bats on the bulletin board in the store, I wonder if anyone will sell them to me.


  Or… should I go get them myself?


  I don’t know if anyone wants to go to get them, so…


  「Why don’t you ask Kate-san and Iris-san?」(Lorea)


  「Un. I was just thinking the same thing.」(Sarasa)


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「Ice Fang Bats?」(Kate)


  「Yes. Do you know about those monsters?」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… No, I don’t…」(Kate)


  「Iris-san, how about you?」(Sarasa)


  「I’m sorry, I don’t know either…」(Iris)


  At dinner time, I asked Kate-san and Iris-san about Ice Fang Bats, but none of them knew about those monsters.


  「Do those monsters live near this village?」(Iris)


  「Yes. There should be a cave not far from this village, and I’ve heard that you can find them there.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. Looks like there are still many places we haven’t explored…」(Iris)


  「Well, we haven’t lived in this village for a long time. Veterans like Andre-san might know about them.」(Kate)


  「Yeah. Perhaps that person knows…. No, wait a minute. If he knew, he would have sold their fangs to me long ago.」(Sarasa)


  Because it will get hot in this area, the price of the fangs of Ice Fang Bats will definitely go up.


  Also, they’re not difficult to collect, so if Andre-san knew about them, he would have definitely sold them to me.


  「Store Owner-san, do you want us to call Andre-san and his party members to come here tomorrow morning?」(Kate)


  「No, I feel sorry for having them come all the way here…」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you don’t need to worry about that. I’m sure they will happily come since it will be a lucrative job for them.」(Iris)


  「Is that so? Alright then, if Andre-san and his party members say yes, please take them to my store. There’s no need to force them if they say no.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood. You can leave it to us.」(Iris)


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  -The next morning-


  When Iris-san and Kate-san went to call Andre-san, I was making posters to put on the bulletin board.


  「Looking for… fangs of… Ice Fang Bats… Yosh, this should be good enough.」(Sarasa)


  I wrote down the method to collect them and the place to find them on the poster.


  I hope many Collectors sell these items to me in the future.


  After I put the poster on the bulletin board, I looked at the board and thought.


  There were only two posters on the bulletin board now: the warning poster about the bad alchemy store in South Strugg, and the one that I just made.


  Umm… There’s still plenty of space… Maybe I should make another one.


  I took another paper and started making another poster.


  「Umm… Looking for… Spit Worm…」(Sarasa)


  「W, Worm? What can it be used for?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan, who was sitting beside me, curiously looked at the poster I made.


  「You can use it to make various items, but now I’m thinking of using it to make insect repellent veils. The insect repellents I’m selling now are a little expensive, so I want to make a cheaper one. I’m thinking of selling them to the farmers.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I think that’s a good idea. I don’t do much farming, but I still suffer from insects in the summer.」(Lorea)


  「Well, because it’s a veil, the range that can be covered is smaller, but it’s a lot cheaper.」(Sarasa)


  While talking to Lorea-chan, I added a note to the poster saying “I won’t buy the worms with a damaged lower half”.


  The most important part of a Spit Worm is the organs in its lower body.


  It would be completely unusable if the lower body was damaged, so I wrote on the poster that it was better to bring the whole body without cutting it off.


  Other than that, I also wrote an explanation about their appearance and the fact that they could be found anywhere in the forest.


  「Alright, this should be good enough.」(Sarasa)


  There are now three posters on my bulletin board!


  I hope Collectors who have little knowledge can learn something from my explanation in the poster.


  I’ll be happy if the Collectors in this village know a lot about materials because the variety of materials I can get from them will increase.


  The smarter they are, the more materials I can get!


  But the problem is that the books used for studying are really expensive. Not so many Collectors want to waste their money to buy them.


  Therefore, normally, Collectors increase their knowledge by asking their seniors for information.


  Umm… Should I buy books to rent to Collectors…?
 No, there’s a risk that some of the books will never return…


  Should I make it so that they can only read the books in my store?


  Hmm, I feel like my store will become a library if that happens…


  When I was thinking about such things while looking at the bulletin board, the door of the store opened.


  
  Chapter 10 : Ice Fang Bats Ⅱ


  「Howdy, Sarasa-chan!」(Andre)


  「Ah, Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san! Thank you for coming!」(Sarasa)


  When I bowed to them, Andre-san smiled bitterly at me.


  「Sarasa-chan, there’s no Collector in this village who doesn’t come after you call them.」(Andre)


  「He’s right. Thanks to your potions, we Collectors can work without worry. Also, you’re this village’s hero! There’s no way we won’t respond to your call.」(Gil)


  「Umm, you make it sounds like I’m a gang leader or something…」(Sarasa)


  They talked as if they came because they were called by the scariest person in this village.


  Look at me. I’m a cute little girl. What’s scary about me?


  「You’re not scary but you’re definitely the strongest person in this village.」(Gray)


  「Gray-san, too. Please stop saying things like that about me. I’m just a normal girl who happens to be able to fight a little, you know?」(Sarasa)


  I’m nothing compared to Master.


  She can compete with a knight in the royal capital, but me… I would probably be treated like a little child by the knight.


  The combat arts trainer at the alchemy school was also very strong.


  I’m no match for combat professionals.


  When I said that I’m just a normal girl, Andre-san and his party members shook their heads.


  「Sarasa-chan, you’re too humble. If you’re just a normal girl, we’re just a bunch of babies who can’t fight then.」(Andre)


  「A, Ahaha… But fighting is not Collectors’ job, right?」(Sarasa)


  Sometimes Collectors have to fight, but their main job is to collect various materials, not fighting.


  Even though there are materials that can only be collected from beasts or monsters, most of the materials are safe to collect.


  「Well… Not really. From the general people’s point of view, Being a Collector is a profession where you have to fight, you know?」(Andre)


  「Is that so? I know there are many Collectors who can fight, but…」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, you don’t know perhaps because your standards of fighting are different from us. Not to brag, but as a Collector, I’m quite strong in fighting… Well, after the bears’ attack, I lost my confidence a little though… Haha…」(Iris)


  Iris-san dropped her shoulders and laughed bitterly.


  Seeing Iris-san being pessimistic like that, Andre-san shook his head.


  「No, no. Iris ojou-chan, you fought really well that time.」(Andre)


  「Yeah. The way you fought was formidable!」(Gil)


  「In terms of the number of bears defeated, our party lost to you and Kate-chan.」(Gray)


  「But that was all thanks to everyone, not just our strength. Besides, I could only support you guys from above.」(Kate)


  「No, your archery skills were amazing! There are not many people who can shoot arrows as precisely as you.」(Andre)


  As Andre-san said, there’s no doubt that Iris-san and Kate-san have fought very effectively.


  「Oops, I almost forgot why we’re here. So, Sarasa-chan, why did you call us here?」(Andre)


  「Oh right, Andre-san, do you know anything about Ice Fang Bats?」(Sarasa)


  「Ice Fang Bats….? Hmm…」(Andre)


  Andre-san, Gil-san and Gray-san looked at each other, twisted their heads, and started thinking.


  After a moment, Gil-san snapped his fingers and pointed at Andre-san as if he just remembered something.


  「Andre, didn’t we hear about this from Drake-san a long time ago?」(Gil)


  「Drake-san…? Aah! The story about the monsters that live in the northern cave?」(Andre)


  Andre-san clapped his hands right after he remembered about that.


  「So do you know about them? I made a poster, but I have only a little information about them.」(Sarasa)


  I pointed at the poster I just made on the bulletin board.


  Andre-san and the others approached the bulletin board and read the poster.


  After that, they nodded deeply several times.


  「There’s no doubt about it… We’ve heard about these monsters. Well, we have never hunted them, though.」(Andre)


  「Is that so? The Ice Fang Bats’ materials are easy to take out and the quality will not deteriorate even if you don’t process them. I think selling their materials will be profitable, but I wonder why there’s no Collectors selling them to me.」(Sarasa)


  After looking at my confused face, Andre-san shook his head and made a bitter expression.


  「A long time ago, the guy who went to the town to sell Ice Fang Bats’ materials said that those are useless materials, and he could only sell them really cheaply. Since then, nobody wanted to hunt those bats because the selling price is not worth the effort.」(Andre)


  「Eh? What are you talking about? Those are pretty useful materials, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「Seriously…?」(Andre)


  「Wait a minute… Could it be… the alchemist who bought that Collector’s Ice Fang Bats’ materials is… this guy?」(Sarasa)


  As I said that, I pointed at another poster on the bulletin board.


  Yes, the poster about the bad alchemy store in South Strugg.


  「Aa!」(Andre)


  Looking at the poster, Andre-san opened his eyes wide and distorted his mouth.


  「I had no idea that that alchemist was a bad guy at that time. Yeah, that Collector most likely sold his materials to this cheater guy. It was the nearest alchemy store from this village after all. I see… so he was deceived by that bastard, huh?」(Andre)


  Andre-san’s face looked more and more fierce.


  When I raised my hand to calm Andre-san down, Gil-san and Gray-san put their hands on Andre-san’s shoulders.


  I hope he doesn’t let out his killing intent aura too much. Lorea-chan will be frightened.


  「However, Andre-san, this is only a guess. We don’t know what exactly happened.」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah… You’re right.」(Andre)


  After listening to my words, Andre-san seemed to have calmed down.


  「Sarasa-san, I’m sorry to interrupt, but what kind of monsters are they? I’ve been living in this village for a long time but I’ve never seen them.」(Lorea)


  「Yeah, I’m also curious. Can you explain?」(Kate)


  「Ah, it’s only natural that Lorea-chan has never seen them because they don’t usually fly to human territory like villages and towns. To put it simply they areーー」(Sarasa)


  I began to explain to everyone what kind of monster Ice Fang Bat is.


  Ice Fang Bats are bat-type monsters that normally live in caves just like normal bats.


  However, they have features that distinguish them from ordinary bats.


  Yes, just like their name, they have “ice fangs”.


  They can freeze their targets by biting them with their fangs.


  But even though they have the ability to kill other creatures, their main food is fruits, so normally they don’t attack humans or animals.


  They usually use their fangs to freeze fruits.


  They will store the frozen fruits to be used as food in winter.


  Therefore, they are basically harmless monsters, but if their population increases too much, it will affect other animals because they will eat all the fruits in the forest.


  Because of that, they normally fall into the category of harmful monsters in areas where people cultivate fruits.


  


  「The price of the Ice Fang Bat materials also depends on their freezing ability and their strength. Simply put, the materials from Ice Fang Bats under five years old are cheaper than the ones from older Ice Fang Bats.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… so there’s the possibility that the materials that that Collector sold were from young Ice Fang Bats?」(Andre)


  「That’s possible, but… I’m not sure. If that Collector sold his materials to Leonora-san’s store at that time, then that might be the case, but if he sold them to the bad alchemy store, then most likely…..」(Sarasa)


  「…Hmm… In the end, it’s just an assumption, huh?」(Andre)


  Even though Andre-san still looked unconvinced, he exhaled and crossed his arms to calm himself down.


  「Store Owner-san, is there a way to tell their age? If there isn’t, there’s no choice but to hunt them randomly, which is inefficient…」(Kate)


  「Of course there is. You can tell their ages by….. Umm, maybe it’s better if I tell you while hunting them. Let’s go to the cave.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Are you going too?」(Kate)


  「Yup!」(Sarasa)


  I think it will be faster if I explain how to distinguish and hunt the Ice Fang Bats if I go with them.


  Fortunately, I can leave the store to Lorea-chan.


  Ahh, I’m glad that I hired her. I can now go out anytime I want.


  「Andre-san, can you guide us to the cave? I can’t pay much but I can tell you how to distinguish their age.」(Sarasa)


  「Well, that will be useful for us. If that’s your request, I won’t say no, but I think it’s a little dangerous for y….. Ah, I’m sorry. Sometimes I forget how strong you are after looking at your appearance.」(Andre)


  「Umm… Do I look like a person who can’t fight at all?」(Sarasa)


  「「「Yeah.」」」(everyone)


  「I, I see…」(Sarasa)


  I’ve started training my body lately though…


  I bent my arm and touched my soft muscle.


  「Uhh…」(Sarasa)


  Andre-san and the others were just looking at me with smiles on their faces.


  I haven’t had any problems with Collectors so far, but maybe I should start walking with my sword around the village in case new Collectors come to this village so that they won’t look down on me.


  「By the way, is there anything in particular that we need to bring?」(Gil)


  When I started thinking about stupid things again, Gil-san asked me a question.


  「Umm, I think it’s better if we bring umbrellas, but…」(Sarasa)


  「Umbrellas?」(Gil)


  「Yup. You see, there are a lot of bats hanging on the ceiling of the cave, so… ‘a lot of things’ will fall on you.」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Iris-san and Kate-san frowned at once. Perhaps they were imagining ‘disgusting things’ falling on their heads.


  Ice Fang Bats are nocturnal monsters, so we hunt them during the day.


  And while they are sleeping, they are usually dropping their… well, you know.


  「But, We don’t have an umbrella…」(Iris)


  「We usually just cover our bodies with our thin cloaks when it rains.」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san looked troubled.


  I looked at Andre-san. He also made the same expression.


  「Umbrellas are kinda expensive after all. There’s no way we have them.」(Andre)


  「People who normally have them are merchants living in towns, aristocrats, and rich people, right?」(Gil)


  「Is that so? Well, I don’t have one either.」(Sarasa)


  「Then, why did you suggest us to bring an umbrella…?」(Andre)


  「Ahaha… But don’t worry, I can use【Air Wall】instead.」(Sarasa)


  「Will you cover us too?」(Andre)


  「Of course.」(Sarasa)


  Well, I can’t just leave Andre-san and the others covered in ‘a lot of things’, right?


  Moreover,【Air Wall】is the spell that protects the caster from things like arrows by blowing them away, so if I’m the only one who is protected by the【Air Wall】, all the disgusting stuff that comes at me will get scattered to the other members.


  And that would be terribly disgusting…


  「I will come along this time, but if you want to continue hunting the Ice Fang Bats from now on, you better prepare an umbrella or a thick cloak if you don’t want to get dirty.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right. Even though I’m used to getting dirty, I don’t wanna be covered in shit…」(Andre)


  Aa, he said it!


  I’ve been censoring it with “a lot of things” and “disgusting stuff”, but he said it in the end!


  「Oh, right! I just remember I have an old umbrella that I found in a town! I think we can use it!」(Gil)


  「Ahh, that umbrella, huh? It’s torn here and there, but it should be good enough.」(Andre)


  「No! Please use the one in good condition! If you use that torn umbrella, I won’t let you get inside my store!」(Sarasa)


  「E, Ehhh….」(Andre)


  Because Collectors work in the forest, it’s normal if they get dirty, but I can’t let Collectors who are covered in disgusting stuff enter my store.


  「Okay, I understand… But if we have one, we must wash it every time we finish hunting the Ice Fang Bats, right?…. I think it’s too much trouble. Is there any other good method?」(Andre)


  「Umm… maybe we should go to the cave first. We can think about it after we see the cave.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right. We will be depending on your wind magic for today then.」(Andre)


  「Un. Alright, let’s get going. Lorea-chan, I’ll leave the store to you. If there are customers you can’t handle, tell them to come back later.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood. Sarasa-san, everyone, please be careful.」(Lorea)


  
  Chapter 11 : Ice Fang Bats Ⅲ


  Thanks to Andre-san and his party members, we arrived at the northern cave without getting lost.


  「Whoaa… So this is the cave, huh? It’s pretty big.」(Iris)


  Iris-san was amazed, looking at the entrance of the cave, which was about 20 meters wide and 10 meters high.


  「It’s surprisingly pretty close to the village. I think we can come here sometimes if we have time. But the problem is can we hunt the Ice Fang Bats or not.」(Kate)


  「Even though they’re monsters, they’re not that strong, so I think you’ll be fine. It would be a problem if they attack all at once, but normally they don’t attack people.」(Sarasa)


  「Normally, huh…?」(Kate)


  「I’ve heard that in the past, some people were found dead with their whole body frozen in a cave.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s scary…」(Iris)


  「Well, a case like that usually only occurs in the areas where most of the people cultivate fruits. Because the Ice Fang Bats are vermin for those people, they have to annihilate them. There will be no problem if the ones who will annihilate the bats are people who are good at fighting. Incidents like that can only occur if they can’t fight the bats.」(Sarasa)


  Listening to my explanation, Andre-san and his friends nodded with tense expressions on their faces.


  「O, Ou… We can’t let our guard down then…」(Andre)


  「What are you talking about? As Collectors, we shouldn’t let our guard down even for a second during our work!」(Iris)


  「Well, you don’t have to worry. As long as we don’t alert them with a wide range magical attack or something, I think we will be just fine. None of you can use such a spell, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, if we can use such as spell, we would have used it when we fought the bears…」(Iris)


  「Haha, fair enough. Alright, let’s get going. Oh, before that…【Air Wall】! 」(Sarasa)


  I used wind magic to make a wall of wind to protect us from what will be coming from above.


  After that, we stepped inside the cave.
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  「Hngg! It stinks so much in here!」(Iris)


  「Hoeekk…! The smell’s pretty strong too…」(Kate)


  The moment we stepped in, Iris-san and Kate-san couldn’t help but complain about the smell.


  It’s only natural that this place is super stinky. After all, the floor, the walls, and the ceiling, are covered with ‘that thing’.


  「Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san, are you guys alー Never mind. You guys seem to have gotten used to this kind of smell.」(Kate)


  「Oi, what does that mean!?」(Andre)


  Kate-san ignored Andre-san and turned to me with a worried face.


  「Store Owner-san, are you okay with this smell?」(Kate)


  「It stinks, but it’s nothing compared to some alchemy materials with a very strong smell.」(Sarasa)


  「Hee… as expected from an alchemist.」(Kate)


  「W, Well… actually, I used a potion that can reduce my sense of smell, so it’s not that smelly for me. Hehe.」(Sarasa)


  「Aa! That’s not fair! Can I get one?」(Kate)


  「M, Me too!」(Iris)


  「These potions are quite expensive. Are you okay with that?」(Sarasa)


  「Ugh…」(Kate)


  「N, No… We won’t be able to pay our debt….」(Iris)


  「Fufu. I’m just kidding. Here. Sniff this potion to use it.」(Sarasa)


  I took out a small bottle of potion from my pocket, opened the lid and brought it closer to Iris-san and Kate-san’s faces.


  The two brought their noses close to the bottle and took a deep breath.


  「How is it now?」(Sarasa)


  「Whoa! It’s a lot less stinky than before!」(Iris)


  「Yeah, it’s totally different…!」(Kate)


  「This is the potion that reduces your ability to smell at a certain level. It can be dangerous if you use it too often, so we usually only use it when needed.」(Sarasa)


  The sense of smell is important for an alchemist after all.


  For example, I can tell when to add other materials when processing something with alchemy, or I can tell the quality of materials by sniffing them.


  「This potion is amazing.」(Kate)


  「Well, I can’t always give you for free, so the next time you want to come here, it’s up to you whether to buy it or just bear with the smell.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… it’s gonna be hard to make a decision…」(Kate)


  「If it’s too expensive for us, we don’t have a choice but to bear with the smell then.」(Iris)


  「By the way, do you guys want to use it too?」(Sarasa)


  I offered Andre-san and his party members the potion.


  「No, we’re good.」(Andre)


  「Compared to some Collectors who don’t take a bath for months, this is nothing.」(Gil)


  「Fortunately, we haven’t met with such Collectors in this village.」(Gray)


  Uwahh… So there are some stinky Collectors out there, huh?


  I won’t let such Collectors get inside my store.


  Maybe I’ll make a sign saying “This store is off-limits to people who rarely take a bath” or something.


  I feel sorry for Lorea-chan if those people walk into the store.


  「By the way, if you scrape that stuff off the ground, and take them home, you can use them as fertilizer.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. Will youー」(Andre)


  「ーNo, I won’t buy them. They’re not alchemy materials after all.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh…」(Andre)


  「You can sell them to farmers, but I’m not sure if farmers in this village want to buy them.」(Sarasa)


  The village mayor has distributed a lot of money to the villagers, so they have quite a lot of money right now, but I don’t think they want to buy fertilizer.


  「Hmm. Even though I can’t sell them, maybe I can bring them as a gift for my farmer acquaintances.」(Andre)


  「But please be careful. It will ruin the field if you use them too much. Well, if your acquaintances are professional farmers, they should know about that. More importantly, let’s start hunting the bats. Take a look at the ceiling.」(Sarasa)


  「The ceiling…? Uwa!」(Iris)


  When I pointed upward, Iris-san looked up and raised her voice.


  The other members were also surprised, looking at the things that were hanging on the ceiling.


  「Seriously…?」(Kate)


  「…This is insane…..」(Andre)


  Yes, what was hanging on the ceiling were the Ice Fang Bats.


  But there were so many of them that we could barely even see the ceiling.


  


  「Store Owner-san, are we only going to hunt bats that are over five years old? There are so many of them, I don’t think it’s possible…」(Kate)


  「She’s right. I think we can only kill them indiscriminately.」(Andre)


  「No, no. It’s a little difficult, but it’s not impossible to determine their ages. For example… Look at the bat over there.」(Sarasa)


  Everyone looked at the direction I was pointing at, but they didn’t seem to know which bat I meant.


  I used wind magic to shoot down the bat, picked it up after it fell to the ground, and showed it to everyone.


  However, they just tilted their heads, looking confused.


  「…Umm, Sarasa-chan, we don’t even know why you shot this one…」(Andre)


  「I don’t understand at all… It looks the same as the other bats.」(Gil)


  「No, it’s not about their looks, it’s about the amount of magical power they have. You have to aim for the one with a certain amount of magical power.」(Sarasa)


  「Wait a minute! How can we even do that? We can’t detect magical power!」(Gil)


  When I explained calmly, Gil-san replied to me with a loud voice.


  The other members nodded several times.


  「Yes, I know. I’m not telling you to use this method. The first thing you should pay attention to is their body size. This one is slightly bigger than the others. Can you tell?」(Sarasa)


  Saying that, I pinched the legs of the Ice Fang Bat I killed and held it upside down so that everyone could see how big it was.


  They looked at the bats on the ceiling and the one on my hands alternately to compare them.


  「I see…」(Kate)


  「Now that you mention it, the ones on the ceiling look a little smaller… maybe…」(Gil)


  「No, I don’t see any difference between them though…」(Iris)


  「They are too far above. It’s hard to tell…」(Andre)


  The height of the Ice Fang Bat on my hands was about 20cm, and the bats on the ceiling were mostly about 10cm.


  Not many bats were larger than the one on my hands.


  I could see the difference quite easily, but the others could barely see it.


  The ones who seemed to be able to tell the difference were only Kate-san and Gil-san.


  I don’t know about Gil-san, but Kate-san is an archer, so it’s only natural that she has good eyes.


  「Well, other than distinguishing them from their size, you can also do it by looking at their fangs.」(Sarasa)


  I opened the mouth of the Ice Fang Bat on my hands and showed its fangs to everyone.


  There were two fangs with a length of about 2cm.


  They were quite large considering the bat’s small body.


  「First of all, you have to pay attention to their color. The darker the blue color of the fangs, the older the age of the bat.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. Their color looks kinda beautiful…」(Iris)


  「The bats that are over ten years old have fangs that are darker in color than this one, and it’s even more beautiful.」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san looked at the fangs as if she was looking at a blue gem or something.


  When she tried to touch them, I immediately kept the bat away from her and continued to explain.


  「The second thing to note is their freezing ability. If your finger gets numb from the cold after you touch a bat’s fang for a second, then that bat will sell for a high price.」(Sarasa)


  「I see.」(Iris)


  Iris-san nodded after listening to my explanation.


  She then took off her gloves, and tried to touch the bat’s fangs again, barehanded this time, but I immediately kept the bat away from her even further.


  Iris-san looked at me with a complaining look, but I shook my head, telling her to not touch it, and then I continued my explanation.


  「However, you need to be really careful not to touch the tip of the fangs, because the Ice Fang Bats that are over five years old can completely freeze your finger in a few seconds if you get bitten by their fangs. Iris-san, you’ve been looking really curious about the fangs, do you want to touch them?」(Sarasa)


  「O, On second thought, no, I’m good…!」(Iris)


  Iris-san shook her head and put on her gloves back in a hurry.


  「Please listen to my explanation to the end before you touch them.」(Sarasa)


  「Haha… I’m sorry…」(Iris)


  When I was at the alchemy school, there was a rule not to touch anything before the professor finished explaining because it might be dangerous.


  「The last method to distinguish them is to take a look at the roots of their fangs. Can you see the small lines there?」(Sarasa)


  When I opened the bat’s mouth even wider, everyone looked into it with faces full of interest.


  「Hmm… I can barely see them. It’s a little dark.」(Andre)


  「Oh, wait a sec…【Light】」(Sarasa)


  I used light magic and made a light ball, but I didn’t make it too bright because I didn’t want to wake the bats on the ceiling.


  After the other members could see the inside of the bat’s mouth more clearly, they nodded several times.


  「I see the lines. So the number of the lines determines the bat’s age?」(Andre)


  「Yup. This one has five lines, so that means it’s five or six years old.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. I think this is the easiest method, but to see the inside of their mouths, we have to kill them first, right…? Kate, can you see these lines from afar?」(Iris)


  「Of course not. The only method we can use without killing them is to distinguish them by size. But, I can’t clearly tell the difference…」(Kate)


  Kate-san shook her head with a bitter expression.


  「Gil, how about you?」(Andre)


  「Neither can I… In the first place, how can we kill them? Kate-chan can use her bow, but what about us?」(Gil)


  「Ahh, you have a point… Sarasa-chan, is there any way for us melee fighters to kill them?」(Andre)


  「Hmm, how about using a net? When you go look for insect materials, you use a net, right? I think you can use it.」(Sarasa)


  「Oh, you’re right. If we make the handle longer and the net stronger, maybe we can catch the bats with it.」(Andre)


  Ice Fang Bats are weak monsters. They have no weapons other than their ice fangs.


  They won’t be able to do anything if they are trapped in a strong net, so they are quite safe to hunt.


  「To take out the fangs, you just need to push it toward the bat’s mouth until it breaks. Please be really careful not to touch its tip.」(Sarasa)


  While saying so, I broke the bat’s fangs and took them into my leather bag.


  Because I don’t need the body, I just threw it outside the cave.


  「There’s nothing we can use from their bodies, so you can throw them away after you take the fangs. But you should throw the bodies outside the cave so you don’t make the cave even more smelly.」(Sarasa)


  「G, Got it…」(Andre)


  「And one more thing. The older Ice Fang Bats are usually sleeping in the deeper part of the cave.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? Then, we don’t have to worry about their age if we go deeper, right?」(Andre)


  「Hmm…」(Sarasa)


  I looked at the bats around us.


  「There are many old ones even though this is near the entrance, so yeah, I think the ones in the back are mostly old Ice Fang Bats, at least for now.」(Sarasa)


  「”For now”…? Ah, I see. So if we hunt the old bats in the back, the younger ones will move to the back to fill their place?」(Andre)


  「Yup. So learning how to distinguish them is not useless.」(Sarasa)


  「But I don’t think I can do it. I can’t even see the difference between their body sizes.」(Andre)


  「Well, all I can say is please do your best to learn.」(Sarasa)


  「You hear that? Do your best, Gil. I’m counting on you.」(Andre)


  「Me!? Well, I don’t mind helping, but you should learn it too!」(Gil)


  「Yeah, yeah.」(Andre)


  「By the way, even though there are so many of them here, it’s better if you don’t hunt them too much. It will get harder for you to distinguish them the next time you come. Besides, you will have a hard time selling their fangs if you have too many.」(Sarasa)


  I can’t imagine the total number of Ice Fang Bats living in this cave.


  Perhaps because there was no one hunting them until now, they multiplied really fast.


  If we hunt all the bats here and sell their fangs, I bet it will affect the price of the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in this entire country.


  「Anyway, let’s go deeper. Andre-san, do you know how deep this cave is?」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t know, sorry. We knew about this cave, but this is our first time entering it. I think our senior, Drake, knew about it, but unfortunately, he’s already retired.」(Andre)


  「I see. Well, we’ll find out soon. Let’s proceed carefully.」(Sarasa)


  
  Chapter 12 : Ice Fang Bats IV


  We walked slowly to the deeper part of the cave because the floor was slippery, but it’s been two hours since we started walking, yet we haven’t reached the end of this cave.


  Just how deep is this cave?


  I wasn’t the only one who thought so. Iris-san suddenly stopped walking and talked to me with a fed-up look.


  「Store Owner-dono, I think this is deep enough. Shall we start hunting the bats here?」(Iris)


  「Umm… maybe you’re right. I’m curious about how deep this cave is, but let’s just start hunting here. I think the bats here will do. They are big after all.」(Sarasa)


  Ice Fang Bats that were hanging on the ceiling in this area were about 30 cm tall.


  There were even some of them that were more than 40 cm tall, but not many.


  Their fangs should be cold enough to use as materials to make a freezer.


  「Hoo… Even I can tell the difference between these bats and the ones near the entrance.」(Andre)


  「Oh, right! Store Owner-dono, if I hunt all the bats in this area and sell their materials, will the money be enough to pay my debt?」(Iris)


  「Hmm… I don’t think so. Well, it will decrease, but not much.」(Sarasa)


  「Eehh….」(Iris)


  「I knew it. Hahh… Iris’ life sure is expensive.」(Kate)


  「Uhh… I’m sorry.」(Iris)


  The potion I used to heal Iris-san was too expensive to give for free, so it can’t be helped.


  「But Iris ojou-chan, you’re lucky that Sarasa-chan was willing to help you even though you couldn’t pay for the treatment right away.」(Andre)


  「Moreover, you were just a stranger for Sarasa-chan back then.」(Gray)


  「You should be grateful to her.」(Gil)


  「Yeah, I know. Of course I know. If not for her, I wouldn’t be here… I’m sorry, Store Owner-dono.」(Iris)


  「Don’t worry about it. Even an alchemist like me can’t afford the potion, so you don’t need to rush.」(Sarasa)


  「Wait a minute… Even someone like you can’t afford it? Then, how did you make that potion? If that potion was ridiculously expensive, then the materials to make it were also expensive, right?」(Iris)


  「Ah, actually, that potion was a farewell gift from my master. She gave me that in case I got seriously injured during work.」(Sarasa)


  「Gu,ha!….. S, So… you used such a precious item for my sake…?」(Iris)


  「Yeah, but you don’t have to worry about that. It’s cheap compared to your life.」(Sarasa)


  Besides, I’ll get a lot of money once you pay your debt~


  「Aaahh~! Store Owner-dono, please bless this mortal with your light!」(Iris)


  「Huh? What do you think I am…?」(Sarasa)


  「An angel!」(Iris)


  「No, no. I’m just a normal human, okay?」(Sarasa)


  「But I can see a pair of beautiful wings on your back! Store Owner-dono, I’ll do my best to pay my debt, so please give me your blessing!」(Iris)


  「O, Okay, good luck. Anyway, try to hunt the bats here for starters.」(Sarasa)


  「Leave it to me!….. Aa!………..Umm, Kate? Can you do it for me…?」(Iris)


  「After you said ,”leave it to me” a second ago!? Hahh… Well, you’re a melee fighter, so it can’t be helped, huh. Alright, I’ll do my best in your stead.」(Kate)


  「Ooh! As I expected from Kate! You’re truly my reliable partner!」(Iris)


  「Yeah, yeah.」(Kate)


  Saying that, Iris-san hugged Kate-san.


  Kate-san smiled bitterly and turned her face toward me.


  「Store Owner-san, I just have to shoot them down, right?」(Kate)


  「Basically, yeah. But try to kill each bat in one shot. If you don’t kill them in one shot, the injured bat will start screaming and wake the other bats. Ah, also, try not to shoot their heads. It will be meaningless if the fangs get damaged.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… That will be difficult…」(Kate)


  「Now that I think about it carefully, killing them in one shot without aiming for their heads surely is difficult… Maybe using a large net is the best way if you can’t use magic.」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-chan, what can we melee fighters do to help? We don’t have a net nor other useful things to catch the bats.」(Andre)


  「Umm, Collectors always bring big bags and pockets, right? Can you collect the bats that Kate-san and I kill?」(Sarasa)


  「Okay. Easy peasy.」(Andre)


  「Alright, let’s get started then.」(Sarasa)


  I used wind magic to shoot down the Ice Fang Bats, and then Andre-san and his friends would collect them.


  Kate-san was also shooting them down with her bow, butー


  「Aa!」(Kate)


  After she shot down about five bats, she missed a shot.


  Perhaps because it was a little dark here.


  The half-dead Ice Fang Bat that Kate-san failed to kill, started screaming while flying randomly, waking up the other bats before it fell to the ground.


  The other bats started flying and making a fuss, but they won’t collide with us thanks to my Air Wall.


  「I’m sorry!」(Kate)


  「it’s okay. Andre-san, this is your time to shine. You can now reach them with your sword, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Ou! Guys, let’s go wild!」(Andre)


  「Hell yeah!」(Gil)


  While I was still shooting the bats with my wind magic, Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san, and Iris-san began to kill the bats that were flying around with their swords.


  Kate-san was now collecting the dead bats.


  It’s difficult to use a bow in this situation because the bats were flying randomly at high speed.


  Besides, she might hit us with her arrow if she’s not careful.


  After a while, most of the bats had flown toward the entrance, and many bats’ corpses were lying on the ground.


  「Fiuh…. I think this is more than enough to make a freezer and a refrigerator. Let’s collect them and go home.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay. I hope our bag is big enough to hold them all.」(Andre)


  Each of our bags was half full with supplies. I wasn’t sure if we could bring all the bats, but when we finished collecting them, they all fit in our bags. Barely, though.


  Now we have to walk for two hours on slippery ground with all these bags…


  I have an artifact bag that I got from Master, but there’s no way I will use that fancy bag to store monster corpses.


  Slippery ground in a cave is dangerous to walk on especially when it goes down, but fortunately, we managed to get out of the cave without anyone getting hurt.


  When we stepped outside, we all took a deep breath at the same time.


  Even though I used a potion to reduce my sense of smell, I could tell that this was the smell of fresh air.


  


  「Alright, let’s collect the fangs here. We don’t need their corpses anyway.」(Sarasa)


  「We just have to push the fangs until they break, right?」(Iris)


  「Yes, but please be careful not to touch the tips of the fangs if you don’t want to lose your fingers.」(Sarasa)


  「O, Okay. I’ll be really careful so that my debt won’t increase.」(Iris)


  「Good. Growing fingers is not as expensive as sticking a severed arm, but it’s definitely not cheap since the potion for growing lost body parts is very expensive.」(Sarasa)


  「U, Uhh… Kate, do we have thicker gloves?」(Iris)


  「Umm… Ah, we can use the ones to collect dangerous materials.」(Kate)


  Perhaps, Iris-san was worried that the gloves she was wearing right now couldn’t protect her from the tip of the fangs. She asked Kate-san for the thicker ones.


  As Collectors whose job is collecting materials, they always wear gloves, but they usually use the ones that are flexible and easy to use to hold weapons and tools.


  After Kate-san took out two pairs of thick gloves from her luggage, Iris-san and Kate-san changed their gloves.


  Andre-san and his party members also did the same thing.


  Hm? How about me, you ask?


  Well, I’m now also wearing gloves. Although they are thin, these gloves are more than enough to protect me from the pointy fangs.


  How come, you ask? Of course it’s because they are artifacts!


  They are listed in volume 3 of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, and they are not that expensive, only 3,200 reas.


  In order to read the 4th volume of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, I need to make all the things that are listed in volume 3, so actually I have had these gloves for a long time.


  「Hm? Sarasa-chan, I don’t think your thin gloves are enough to protect your hands from the fangs.」(Andre)


  「Don’t worry, these are artifacts called “Flexible Gloves”. As the name suggests, they are flexible and very comfortable to use, but not only that, they are also strong enough to protect my hands even from a very sharp blade.」(Sarasa)


  「Hooー I see.」(Andre)


  「That’s awesome! Mind if I borrow them for a second?」(Gray)


  Gray-san looked very interested in these gloves.


  「I don’t mind. Here. Try to put them on your hands.」(Sarasa)


  I took off the gloves and handed them to Gray-san.


  They looked small after I took them off.


  Gray-san stared at them, perhaps he was thinking that there was no way those small gloves would fit on his hands, but after he tried to put them on, he was surprised.


  「Whoa…! I can wear them without any problems! They are small but they fit perfectly on my hands! They are also very comfortable to wear! They don’t hinder my finger movements at all!」(Gray)


  「The flexibility and the durability are these gloves’ selling points after all. I usually use them when I process slightly dangerous materials with alchemy.」(Sarasa)


  Actually, there was a similar artifact in volume 4. It’s called, “Extremely Thin Flexible Glove”.


  As you can tell from the name, it’s the same glove but it’s even thinner than these ones.


  「These gloves are convenient but there’s a downside. Because they are artifacts, they consume your magical power. It’s not much, though.」(Sarasa)


  「Really? But I don’t feel anything.」(Gray)


  Gray-san moved his fingers as he said that.


  「Gray, let me try them too!」(Gil)


  Gil-san looked a little interested in the gloves too.


  「Hooー I see… By the way, how much are these?」(Gil)


  「About three thousand and twoー eight hundred reas.」(Sarasa)


  3,200 reas is the standard price in the royal capital, but in the countryside like this, I guess it will be around 3,800 reas thinking that the materials are easier to obtain in the royal capital.


  Well, I can just ask Master to send me the materials needed with the transfer device, but since I used my magical power to operate the device, I should consider it as the shipping cost.
 I don’t think 600 reas is too much as the service fee.


  「3,800 reas, huh? Well, it’s not too expensive for a pair of gloves that are way stronger and more comfortable than ordinary gloves. Hmm…」(Gil)


  「You can order them from me anytime. I can give you a discount if you order more than a pair.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm, now that a lot of Collectors have extra money from the battle against the bears, I think I can tell some of them to buy these gloves too…」(Gray)


  Gray-san started thinking. Perhaps he was counting the number of the people he knew who were likely to buy these gloves.


  In the meantime, I asked Gil-san to hand me back my gloves and continued collecting the fangs.


   


  ＊＊＊


   


  About an hour later, we finally finished collecting all the fangs.


  Our bags are empty now because we threw all the bats’ corpses into the forest.


  Now there’s a small pile of blue fangs in our midst.


  There were unexpectedly many old Ice Fang Bats, so most of the fangs were deep blue.


  Their deep blue color made them look like jewels. They looked beautiful.


  Because the price of the deep blue fangs is quite high, I’m sure Gray-san and the others will have enough money to buy Flexible Gloves after they sell the fangs.


  「Alright, let’s share them evenly.」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, the other members looked at each other with confused faces.


  「Sarasa-chan, what a minute. Are you sure about that? It’s great for us, but you’re the one who contributed the most, so I think you should be the one who has the most fangs.」(Andre)


  「Umm… Well, you can consider it as a bonus for guiding me here.」(Sarasa)


  「Really? Thank you, Sarasa-chan, but we will sell these fangs to you later anyways, so I don’t think we have to share them here. You can pay us at your store later.」(Andre)


  「Oh, you’re right. Alright then. Iris-san, Kate-san, how about you?」(Sarasa)


  「I’ll use all the money I get from this to pay my deー」(Iris)


  Iris-san stopped talking after Kate-san poked her shoulder.


  「ーNo, actually, can we talk about this later?」(Iris)


  「We’re sorry, Store Owner-san… We need some money for other things…」(Kate)


  「Okay, I understand, but please don’t worry about your debt too much and use your money as you please. If you use all your money to pay your debt, you won’t be able to work, right?」(Sarasa)


  Lately, Iris-san and Kate-san always spent most of their money to pay their debt, so I know that they don’t have much money now.


  Even though I made their rent and meal cost extremely cheap, they still have to buy supplies to work in the forest.


  「Un, thank you, Store Owner-dono.」(Iris)


  「You’re welcome. If you two die during work, I won’t be able to get my money back, so please use your money wisely and don’t die.」(Sarasa)


  「A, Ahaha… Understood.」(Iris)


  I was joking about getting my money back. The truth is, I was just worried about them.


  
  Chapter 13 : Let’s Go To The Town Ⅰ


  After giving the money to Andre-san and his party members, I wanted to start making the refrigerator right away, but unfortunately, I had to prepare the frame to be used as the body of the refrigerator before I could make the other parts.


  I went to Geberg-san’s house and ordered the frame the other day, but after I explained the details of what kind of thing I needed, he thought for a moment and said that it would take a while.


  I thought that he was still busy repairing the villagers’ houses that were destroyed during the bears’ attack, but he said that in order to make the frame I wanted, he had to prepare high quality wood, and it would take some time.


  The stock of high quality wood in this village was low because the demand for it was low too.


  When I said, “It’s okay to use poor quality wood, I will do something with alchemy”, Geberg-san yelled at me. He said, “Still, I won’t forgive myself as a craftsman if I make such an important item out of poor quality wood!”


  Well, he has pride as a craftsman, and I respect that.


  「ーーTherefore, I will go out tomorrow.」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t know what you mean by “therefore” and I don’t know who you are talking with, but where are you going?」(Lorea)


  「South Strugg!」(Sarasa)


  When I pointed in the direction of South Strugg Town, Iris-san and Kate-san looked at each other and turned to me.


  「Store Owner-dono, are you going alone?」(Iris)


  「No matter how strong you are, you’re still a girl. Walking through the road alone as a girl is dangerous, also, you won’t be able to sleep peacefully at night.」(Kate)


  The two, who didn’t know that I once went to that town alone on foot, were looking at me with worried expressions.


  I’m just going to South Strugg. There’s nothing to worry about.


  「Fufu. Thank you for worrying about me, but don’t worry. I’m not going to spend the night outside.」(Sarasa)


  「…Ah, come to think of it, the last time you went to South Strugg, you came back in two days, right?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. I stayed overnight in Leonora-san’s store. I remember we talked a lot about my master before going to sleep.」(Sarasa)


  I was grateful to Leonora-san for letting me stay at her place for free.


  I didn’t have to waste my money and my time to look for an inn.


  「But… It’s hard to reach that town in a day even if you ride a fast horse, right? You will have to at least camp outside for a night. Store Owner-dono, how did youー」(Iris)


  「ーBy running. I don’t have a horse after all.」(Sarasa)


  「…Huh?」(Iris)


  「Iris, it’s Store Owner-san we’re talking about. I’m not surprised anymore…」(Kate)


  「Yeah, you’re right. As expected from Store Owner-dono! You’re amazing!」(Iris)


  「Ahaha! I’m still nothing compared to my master though. It took me two days and one night last time, but this time I’m aiming for a day trip!」(Sarasa)


  「Ehh!? So you’re planning to reach South Strugg in half a day by foot!? Is it even possible?」(Iris)


  「Iris, it’s Store Owner-san we’re taー」(Kate)


  「ーI know, but…!」(Iris)


  「Don’t worry. I felt stronger ever since the battle against the Hellfire Grizzlies. I feel like I’m going to make it this time!」(Sarasa)


  ….. I hope I will…


  No, no. I shouldn’t be pessimistic.


  If I go early in the morning and go straight to South Strugg without taking a detour, I think I can make it!


  Also, I shouldn’t waste my time in a cafe and buy groceries in the marketplace like last time.


  Un! You can make it, Sarasa!


  「Umm… If that’s the case we will only be a hindrance if we go along…」(Iris)


  「Even if Store Owner-san was just a normal person who couldn’t run stupidly fast, all we could do for her would just to be on the lookout when we camped outside.」(Kate)


  「What do you mean by that!? Hahh… Anyway, I appreciate your kindness, but I’ll be fine by myself. By the way, if there are things you want to buy in South Strugg, I can buy them for you if you want. 」(Sarasa)


  「No, we’re good. We already have a place to sleep and food to eat thanks to you. We don’t need anything else.」(Iris)


  「We can’t afford to waste our money on unnecessary things.」(Kate)


  「Umm… I don’t think you need to be that strict with yourself… I’ll be going tomorrow morning. If you change your mind, please tell me before I go.」(Sarasa)


  「No, we won’t change our minds. Please don’t mind us. You can go anytime you want.」(Iris)


  「Are you sure? …Alright then.」(Sarasa)


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  The next morning, I left the village and started running to South Strugg at a faster pace than last time.


  I don’t know if it’s because I’ve been using body strengthening a lot since I came to the village or because I have exceeded my limits when fighting the Hellfire Grizzlies until I had to stay in bed for several days, but I feel like I’m getting better at using my magical power.


  Because of that, I can now run while using body strengthening magic longer than last time.


  I passed the places where I rested last time, and ended up running all the way to South Strugg.


  「Fuuuhh….. I did it… I reached South Strugg without resting on the way! Looks like I really became stronger! Fufufu~」(Sarasa)


  It would be perfect if my body grew along with my strength, but unfortunately, my body didn’t change one bit.


  Hahh… I want to be taller at least… And have a bigger chest…


  I don’t like being considered a child because of my height.


  「But… I still have hope! Un. Not having an ideal body is not the end of the world!….. Woops, there’s no time to space out. I should hurry!」(Sarasa)


  My first destination is the timber wholesaler in this town.


  If we don’t have high quality wood in our village, we just have to buy it in another place!


  Thus, I go here to buy wood on Geberg-san’s behalf.


  When I got to the timber store, the man who seemed to be the owner looked at me suspiciously, but after I gave him the letter with Geberg-san’s signature and my alchemy license, he immediately started preparing my order nervously as if I was a feudal lord or something.


  I didn’t think he should be that nervous though. Look, I’m just a cute girl. I don’t bite.


  After he finished preparing the materials I ordered, I told him to transport them to the village.


  I wanted to carry the materials by myself if possible because it would be faster, but unfortunately, even with the backpack artifact that Master gave me, I didn’t think I could carry them.


  After all, there are some thick logs and boards that are too large to go through the mouth of my backpack.


  After my business at the timber store was done, I left and went to my second destination.


  Yes, my next destination is Leonora-san’s store!


   


  

  


  When I got to Leonora-san’s store, I looked around the street in front of the store.


  Un. This place is clean as usual.


  I opened the door of the store and saw Leonora-san sitting at the counter.


  「Welcoー Ah, Sarasa! As I thought, you survived!」(Leonora)


  As soon as I entered the store, Leonora-san looked at me with a surprised face.


  「Hello, Leonora-san, it’s been a while. Umm… What do you mean by “survived”?」(Sarasa)


  「I heard from the Collectors who fled that your village was doomed.」(Leonora)


  「…Ah, are you talking about the Hellfire Grizzlies’ attack?」(Sarasa)


  There were many Collectors who ran away, so it’s natural that such rumors spread in this town.


  「Yeah. They said that the village would get destroyed for sure, but I wasn’t that worried because I knew that you would stay and protect the village. You’re Ophelia-sama’s disciple after all!」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san said she wasn’t worried, but she was still surprised when she saw me.


  Did the news about us fighting back the Hellfire Grizzlies not reach this town…?


  Wait a minute, so the people in this town have no idea that we’re safe?


  Well, not many people know about our village. It’s just a small village after all.


  Maybe people would know if Daruna-san came to purchase items for his general store after the incident.


  「I’m happy that you trust me, but I’m not as insanely strong as my master, you know?」(Sarasa)


  People trust Master because she is well-known as an excellent and strong alchemist, but I’m different.


  If people were to expect something from me, I’m not confident I could live up to their expectations.


  「Ahaha! But still, I know you’re strong. So… did you come to sell something today?」(Leonora)
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  「Yes… Hellfire Grizzly materials…」(Sarasa)


  「Figures… How many bears attacked your village, by the way?」(Leonora)


  「Umm, it was about twenty eight bears.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s quite a lot… Did you kill all of them?」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san asked me with an impressed face, but I immediately shook my head.


  「No, no. I didn’t. I only killed eight of them. The villagers and the Collectors who chose to stay did their best to fight the remaining twenty bears.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. But killing eight Hellfire Grizzlies by yourself is quite impressive! Well then, can you show me the materials?」(Leonora)


  「Here. I’ve got fur, fire bladders, eyeballs,ーーー」(Sarasa)


  I took out the materials and arranged them on the counter one by one.


  Before I realized it, the top of the counter was almost completely covered with Hellfire Grizzly materials.


  After that, Leonora-san began to inspect the materials.


  「Hoho… Your skills at processing materials are excellent as usual. There’s nothing you can do about the damage to the fur since you people fought using swords, but the materials from the Hellfire Grizzlies that were in a frenzy state are valuable.」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san then moved the materials to a different table and began to calculate the purchase price.


  「They are very good materials and I definitely want to buy them all if possible, but…. If I do that, I will be penniless for sure, haha.」(Leonora)


  「Well, you can just buy whichever you need. Ah, actually, I have something else. They are not as pricey as the Hellfire Grizzly materials, but please take a look.」(Sarasa)


  While saying that, I took out the fangs of the Ice Fang Bats we hunted the other day and put them on the counter.


  I have stored some of them in my workshop to be used for making a refrigerator and a freezer later, so the fangs that I put on the counter are all for sale.


  I believe Andre-san and the others will start hunting Ice Fang Bats from now on, so there will be no problem even if I sell all of these fangs.


  「Oh, Ice Fang Bats, huh? The market price for their fangs has risen recently so this is great! Moreover, they are all deep blue! I was troubled because there were not many Collectors selling these fangs even though they don’t need to be processed and are easy to carry.」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san put on her gloves and quickly arranged the fangs on the counter according to how dark the color of the fangs were.


  As expected from a veteran alchemist. She could tell the value of each fang just by looking at it for a millisecond.


  I’m not competing with her, but in my case, I can tell without looking because I can feel the amount of magical power in each fang.


  「Actually, I’ve heard from my Collector friends that these fangs were really cheap and not worth the effort. From their story, I could tell there was an alchemy store who manipulated the price of these fangs.」(Sarasa)


  「…..Don’t tell me… Do you think that it was that guy’s doing?」(Leonora)


  Saying that, Leonora-san looked at me with a serious face.


  「I don’t know… besides, it’s true that the fangs that are not taken from aged bats are cheap. So I don’t know exactly what was going on, whether the Collectors didn’t know about that or the alchemist cheated the Collectors.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right… The fangs from the Ice Fang Bats that are under five years old aren’t worth much Hmm… Looks like there’s no point on thinking about it.」(Leonora)


  After thinking for a moment, Leonora-san sighed and shook her head.


  「Anyway, do you want to sell all these fangs too?」(Leonora)


  「Yes. It will be hot soon, so I think these fangs will be useful goods and sell like hot cakes.」(Sarasa)


  「Certainly they will sell, but I can’t afford to purchase all your materials with my current money, so if you purchase something from me too, it will be very helpful.」(Leonora)


  「Let’s see….. I need materials for making Flexible Gloves, andーーー」(Sarasa)


  Because Gray-san and his friends will most likely order Flexible Gloves in the future, I need to prepare the materials to make them.


  But not only did I order them, I also ordered a considerable amount of materials needed for making artifacts and potions that were listed in the 4th and 5th volume of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  Without confirming the status of the stock and Leonora-san’s financial status, I made a list of items I needed on a piece of paper.


  I wonder if all these items can fit in my bag…


  No, this bag is an artifact made by Master, so I think they will fit just fine. Un.


  After I finished writing the list of items, I gave it to Leonora-san.


  She opened her eyes wide, reading the list of items with a surprised face.


  Uhh, I hope she has all the items on the list…


  Even though it only took me half a day, this town is really far from my village, so I want to buy all the things that I need while I’m here.


  
  Chapter 14 : Let’s Go To The Town Ⅱ


  「Thank you, Sarasa. I think we have made a good deal with each other.」(Leonora)


  「I think so too.」(Sarasa)


  「By the way, do you want to stay at my place again today?」(Leonora)


  After the exchange of money and materials was over, Leonora-san suggested that I stay at her place like last time, but I shook my head.


  「No, I’m going home today. My goal is to come to this town and return in a day!」(Sarasa)


  It’s still noon, so I think I can make it home before night.


  After I said that while clasping my hand on my chest, Leonora-san looked at me in amazement.


  「So you want a day trip, huh? Well, it’s not impossible considering the time you came to my store. You left your village this early morning, right?」(Leonora)


  「Yup. And I ran all the way here without taking a break on the way.」(Sarasa)


  「Seriously…? Hahh… If you’re that strong, I think you should become a knight rather than an alchemist. Moreover, you have a really good sword on your waist.」(Leonora)


  As expected from Leonora-san. She has sharp eyes.


  Ordinary people would think that it was just a normal sword, but she was different.


  I took off the scabbard from my waist and put the sword together with the scabbard on the counter.


  「Fufufu~ Do you want to see it~?」(Sarasa)


  「What? Why do you look so happy?」(Leonora)


  「You know what? I got this sword from my master!」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? It’s Ophelia-sama’s sword!?」(Leonora)


  After I said that, Leonora-san immediately picked up the sword and pulled it out.


  「Whoaaa… There’s nothing fancy about this sword, but I can tell that this is a really great sword!」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san shouted in admiration when she saw the blade of the sword.


  The blade looked as shiny as new even though I used it a lot to practice.


  「The sharpness of this blade is great, you know? I was able to chop off Hellfire Grizzlies’ heads so easily with this.」(Sarasa)


  「Chopping off Hellfire Grizzlies’ heads, huh…? I could never do such a thing. I can’t even imagine myself fighting a Hellfire Grizzly with a sword. Normally, alchemists don’t fight with swords, you know?」(Leonora)


  「Ah, most of the alchemists are good at using magic after all. Using a sword is just a secondary option.」(Sarasa)


  By the way, when I was at school, I always got the highest score in sword-fighting tests because not many students were interested in learning how to use a sword.


  Thanks to that, I always got prize money from that test back then.


  「Hahh… There are also alchemists who can’t use magic or a sword, you know? Sarasa, you really know nothing about ordinary alchemists, don’t you?」(Leonora)


  「Eh? What does that mean? Are you badmouthing me?」(Sarasa)


  「I’m praising you! Forget about that. You’re going home after lunch, right? As a token of my gratitude for showing me Ophelia-sama’s sword, I’ll buy you lunch.」(Leonora)


  While saying that, Leonora-san returned the sword to me.


  I put it on my waist and nodded to her.


  「Your words are still bothering me, but because you will buy me lunch, I’ll forget about it.」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, forget it, forget it~」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san turned around and shouted to the back of the store.


  「I’m going out for lunchー Can you please take care of the store for a whileー?」(Leonora)


  「Okayー」(Leonora’s employee)


  After hearing the reply from someone who seemed to be an employee from the back of the store, Leonora-san gently pushed my back, and then we left the store.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  I thought Leonora-san would take me to a dining hall, but she took me to a luxury restaurant.


  The price of the food here was several times more expensive than Diral-san’s dining hall.


  Normally, I would never enter this kind of restaurant.


  However, this time Leonora-san will pay for my food!


  Ahh~ today is a really great day!


  I won’t hold back. I will order whatever I want!


  I’m the type of a girl who can’t hold myself back when I see free stuff before my eyes after all!


   


  After about an hour, my stomach was finally full.


  As expected from a veteran alchemist.


  Leonora-san didn’t seem to care when I kept ordering food.


  She watched me eating, enjoying my expensive food to the fullest, while smiling at me.


  I have some money, but I will never waste it to buy lunch in this kind of expensive restaurant.


  I wonder how much money Leonora-san has…


  「Sarasa, are you full?」(Leonora)


  「Un! The dishes here are very delicious! Thank you very much, Leonora-san!」(Sarasa)


  I ate without hesitation and without thinking about the price.


  Uhh… I wonder how much money Leonora-san has to pay for my food…


  「You’re welcome. I’m glad you like the food here. This is my favorite restaurant by the way. You might not have much money right now since you just started your store a while ago, but when you have a lot of money, you should reward yourself by eating at a place like this sometimes.」(Leonora)


  「Ah, but when I have money, I want to donate some of it to the orphanage I used to live in, so I don’t think I can eat until I’m full in this kind of restaurant anytime soon.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. So you are an orphan. But I think you shouldn’t donate too much. I think you should consult with the director of the orphanage about the amount of money you will donate.」(Leonora)


  「But donating a lot of money isn’t a bad thing, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Look. If the orphanage has too much money, it will become a place that is too comfortable for the children. Don’t you think the children would be spoiled if they grew up in a place like that?」(Leonora)


  「Ahh… I get your idea… I see. You’re maybe right.」(Sarasa)


  If the orphanage had too much money, the children would live more luxurious lives than most of the children in the royal capital.


  If I were to live in such an environment, I wouldn’t have done my best studying.


  I was able to try my hardest to study because I had a strong desire to live better in the future.


  Moreover, if the children became spoiled because they were raised in a luxurious and comfortable environment, they would have a hard time when they leave the orphanage.


  Living is not easy after all, especially when you have to struggle alone.


  


  「Actually, I’m from an orphanage too, just like you. In the orphanage I used to live in, we kept our daily needs to the minimum. Usually, I donate to the orphanage only when they are really in need of money. For example, when they have to repair the orphanage building or buy clothes for the children.」(Leonora)


  「I see. Thank you for your advice.」(Sarasa)


  So the point is simply handing over money will not help the orphanage, right?


  I’m sure the director of the orphanage I was in will use the money wisely, but… I think I should discuss it with her when my income increases and have money to donate.


  「Well, you can also ask your master for advice. She is a master class alchemist so she is more experienced in life than I am.」(Leonora)


  「Yes, I will do it. Thank you.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re welcome. Even though I’m not a great alchemist, I’m still your senior, so you can talk to me anytime if you have any problems.」(Leonora)


  「Un. South Strugg is not that far, so I’ll definitely come to have a talk with you sometime.」(Sarasa)


  「Great. I’ll be waiting for you.」(Leonora)


  「Un! Well then, I want to get home before dark, so I’m going home now. Thank you for the treat, Leonora-san!」(Sarasa)


  「No problem. Honestly, I want you to stay at my place though.」(Leonora)


  「Ahaha. Maybe next time.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright. Be careful on your way.」(Leonora)


  「Un. See you again, Leonora-san!」(Sarasa)


  I left the restaurant while waving at Leonora-san.


  Leonora-san waved back with a bitter smile on her face.


  After leaving the restaurant, I immediately left the town and started running to the village.


  However…


  「Ugu…. I ate a little too much…」(Sarasa)


  Immediately after starting running, my stomach felt heavy.


  I was too excited because I could eat expensive, delicious food for free and ate gluttonously without thinking.


  I totally forgot that I had to run home after eating…


  But, it can’t be helped!


  The food was delicious!


  It was impossible for me to resist eating as much as I wanted!


  My stomach felt heavy and my legs moved really slowly.


  The sun had completely set by the time I arrived at the village.


  I said I would get home before dark, but I got home pretty late.


  I apologized to Lorea-chan, Iris-san and Kate-san who were anxiously waiting for me, ate dinner together with them, and immediately went to bed.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  The next day, I went to Geberg-san’s house to tell him that I had ordered good quality wood for him to build the frame for my refrigerator.


  Right after I returned from Geberg-san’s house, Andre-san came.


  「Yo, Sarasa-chan. I have finished making a list of people who want to order Flexible Gloves.」(Andre)


  「Really? That was quite fast. Let’s see…. Wow, there are quite a lot!」(Sarasa)


  This number…


  Isn’t it all the Collectors who are currently staying in this village…?


  「After we told them about the Ice Fang Bats and how convenient the gloves were, everyone started asking me to put their names on the list.」(Andre)


  Considering the risk of losing your fingers when you collect the fangs of Ice Fang Bats, the high selling price of the fangs, and how convenient Flexible Gloves are, it was only natural that everybody decided to order the gloves.


  After all, even though Flexible Gloves are not cheap, they can easily get their money back after selling the fangs of Ice Fang Bats.


  「Flexible Gloves are indeed very convenient, but these Collectors haven’t even seen the real thing, right? So why do they want to buy them…? Ah, is it because they trust you, Andre-san?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, I’m a veteran and most of the Collectors in this village know me, but I would say it’s not because they trust me, instead, they want to buy the gloves because they trust you, Sarasa-chan.」(Andre)


  「Me…?」(Sarasa)


  Why me?


  I don’t remember doing something for them to gain their trust though…


  「Everyone knows that you’re a strong, capable alchemist, so they believe that all items you make are great and useful. Besides, you always purchase our materials and sell us potions at a fair price, so they believe that you will purchase the fangs of Ice Fang Bats at a fair price too.」(Andre)


  They might have heard it from Andre-san but the information about the risk of losing fingers when collecting Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, and the information about how convenient the Flexible Gloves were, was from me.


  They believe what Andre-san said because they trust me.


  Also, they believe that I will buy their Ice Fang Bats’ fangs properly at the full price.


  With such conditions, I can’t find the reason for them not to buy Flexible Gloves from me.


  「I see… I’m really grateful that they trust me. Alchemists can’t live without Collectors after all.」(Sarasa)


  Alchemists can make a living by processing and selling the materials they purchase from Collectors.


  In other words, if Collectors didn’t want to sell anything to Alchemists, the Alchemists wouldn’t be able to sell anything and couldn’t make money.


  Of course we can just go outside and collect materials ourselves, or purchase materials from other alchemists, but it will be very difficult to make a profit that way.


  「I said I would make it cheaper the more people want to buy, so… Umm… I will give a 300 reas discount for each person. The normal price was 3,800 reas, so I’ll make it 3,500 reas for each pair of gloves.」(Sarasa)


  「Hoo… That’s a great deal, but… Are you sure? I think those gloves are still more than worth buying even at their original price.」(Andre)


  「I don’t mind. I can still make a little bit of profit even if I make it cheaper.」(Sarasa)


  Luckily, I carried the materials to make Flexible Gloves from Leonora-san’s store by myself.


  If I used a shipping service, I don’t think I could make a profit.


  Shipping costs are expensive after all.


  「Thank you, Sarasa-chan. I’ll accept your kind offer then.」(Andre)


  「Un. It would be more profitable for me if Collectors can bring me a lot of materials after all.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahahaha! Looks like we have to work harder then!」(Andre)


  After I said that with a smile, Andre-san replied with a laugh.


  
  Chapter 15 : New Products Ⅰ


  After seeing off Andre-san, I asked Lorea-chan to take care of the store and immediately started making Flexible Gloves.


  The number of Collectors who ordered the gloves was way more than what I expected, so I’m planning to use the large alchemy pot in my workshop.


  I have to make many gloves, but they’re not that hard to make.


  First, I threw all the necessary materials into the alchemy pot and stirred them while pouring my magical power into the pot for a while.


  After all the materials melted together and became a thick brown liquid, I prepared two hand-shaped molds. One for the right glove, and one for the left glove.


  The molds were made of wood that was carved to resemble a hand with five fingers stretched out.


  I don’t need to make multiple gloves with various sizes because they will fit perfectly with the users’ hands no matter how big their hands are.


  Because of that, I didn’t need to make many hand-shaped molds.


  The molds I made were not perfect because I’m not that good at woodworking, but I could barely see the difference between the right hand-shaped mold and the left one.


  I dipped both the hand-shaped molds up to the wrist in the thick brown liquid, pulled it up, and let it dry for a while.


  The base for a pair of gloves could be made by repeating this process about ten times.


  So as not to waste time, I prepared two more sets of hand-shaped molds while waiting for the previous ones to dry.


  I emptied my mind and focused on repeating these simple tasks.


  「Sarasa-san, it’s about time to eat lunchーー Uwaa! W-What are those!? Ha, Hands…?」(Lorea)


  While I was still doing my work, Lorea-chan came into my workshop and screamed after seeing the ‘hands’ that were lined up on the table.


  「Ah, these are hand-shaped molds.」(Sarasa)


  Well, I think it’s only natural for her to scream after seeing these things.


  After all, they looked like creepy hands that were growing from the table.


  「A, Ahh… So they’re just something like hand-shaped wooden models, huh…? I see, so this is how you make Flexible Gloves?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. Can you wait a little longer? This liquid will be ruined if I leave it now.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright.」(Lorea)


  This liquid, which is the main material to make the gloves, will quickly harden if I leave it too long.


  I have to occasionally stir this liquid and pour my magical power into it.


  It will be wasted if I stop stirring and pouring magical power, so I have to carefully consider the amount of my magical power and work speed in making the gloves.


  「Umm… Sarasa-san, is there anything I can do to help? Like dipping those wooden hands?」(Lorea)


  「Let’s see….. Dipping these hand-shaped molds may seem easy to do, but it actually requires technique.」(Sarasa)


  By injecting a small amount of my magical power into the hand-shaped molds, the liquid will combine with my magical power and form a film.


  If I put too little magical power, the film will be too thin, and if I put too much, it will be too thick.


  The quality of the finished product will not be good if the film is too thin or too thick.


  In the first place, Lorea-chan can’t control her magical power, so this kind of work is not for her.


  Let’s see if there’s anything else she can help me with… Hmm…


  「Oh, right. Lorea-chan, can you spread the gloves that are piled over there and line them up on the table?」(Sarasa)


  「Understood!」(Lorea)


  With a little help from Lorea-chan, I kept working until I used up all the remaining liquid, and after that, we went to the kitchen to eat lunch.


  After enjoying Lorea-chan’s delicious lunch and having a short break, I went to check if the gloves were dry, and then went back to work.


  I took all the gloves that have dried, put them into the alchemy pot and processed them all together.


  After I finished processing them, the Flexible Gloves were finished.


  However, I still have to hang them and let them dry.


  「Hahh… Hanging them will be kinda troublesome… I wonder how many gloves were made. Let’s see…」(Sarasa)


  I kept doing the work without counting, so I don’t know how many gloves I’ve made.


  While occasionally rotating my stiff shoulders, I took out the finished Flexible Gloves from the alchemy pot and counted them.


  There are 62 pairs of them.


  In other words, I’ve repeated the tasks of dipping the hand-shaped molds and drying them more than a thousand times.


  「Ughh… No wonder my shoulders hurt…」(Sarasa)


  Considering that Flexible Gloves are durable items so people won’t replace them often, maybe I made a little too many of them…


  「Oh, well. As long as I can sell the gloves to Andre-san and the other Collectors on the list, I can get back my money that I used to buy the materials.」(Sarasa)


  Un. There’s no problem.


  I can just line up the rest of the Flexible Gloves on the display shelves at the store.


  New Collectors may come and buy them in the future.


  「I can think about it later. Anyway, I should hang them to dry first.」(Sarasa)


  I put all the finished Flexible Gloves into a basket and carried it to the backyard.


  I took the rope that was usually used to hang clothes, tied it to a tree and began to hang the gloves on the rope one by one.


  There are 62 pairs of Flexible Gloves, so there are 124 gloves that I have to hang.


  This is quite painful work. I feel like my shoulders will hurt even more…


  I wanted to ask Lorea-chan to help me, but there would be no one taking care of the store.


  I had no choice but to do it myself.


  After a while of doing this painful workー


  「This is… the last one!ーー Phew…」(Sarasa)


  I finally finished hanging all the gloves with my stiff shoulders, but…


  Uhh… the sight of many gloves swaying on the stretched rope looks kinda creepy…


  There’s no exhilarating feeling like when I hung the Environment Adjusting Cloth a while ago.


  The light brown color of the gloves was making the atmosphere a little gloomy.


  「Still, I have no choice but to hang them here. Well, no one can see them anyway, so there’s no problem.」(Sarasa)


  People would find it creepy if they saw the gloves, but because Geberg-san has fixed my wooden walls, my backyard cannot be seen from the outside.


  Un. I’m sure there will be no problem.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  -In the evening-


  「Hiiiiiiyyyyーー!」(Iris)


  「W-What the hell are those thingsー!?」(Kate)


  Suddenly, I heard screams from the backyard.


  I went there and saw Iris-san and Kate-san, who had just come home from work, frozen with pale faces at the backyard door.


  


  It’s been a while since I sold Flexible Gloves to Andre-san and the other Collectors.


  And since then, the amount of the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs that have been purchased has steadily increased.


  I also provided Lorea-chan with a pair of Flexible Gloves so that she could safely collect the fangs from Collectors.


  Of course, I also taught her how to distinguish between the fangs from young bats and the fangs from the older ones so that she knew how much money she should pay to the Collectors.


  Lorea-chan could now serve customers very well, so I didn’t have to go to the counter very often.


  Thanks to Lorea-chan, I could take advantage of my spare time to do something else like making a pumping machine that would be installed in the village for public use.


  I also made two types of artifacts that were useful to the villagers, and arranged them in the store.


  The first one was the Insect Repellent Veil that Lorea-chan and I talked about before.


  Insects would never come near an area that was covered with the Insect Repellent Veil. It would definitely be a convenient artifact for farmers in the summer.


  The insect repellent artifacts that were commonly used by Collectors cost 20,000 reas, while my Insect Repellent Veil only cost 2,800 reas.


  The effective range of my insect repellant was smaller than the other one’s, but mine was a lot cheaper.


  To make Insect Repellent Veils, I need the organs from Spit Worms.


  I already made a poster saying, “Looking for Spit Worms” and put it on the store’s bulletin board the other day.


  The purchase of the Spit Worms was also going smoothly just like the fangs. Collectors kept selling them to my store.


  Because the price of the Spit Worms was determined by their length and gender, it was easy for the Collectors to find out if the ones they got were expensive or cheap.


  Of course, it was easy for Lorea-chan too to set the purchase price.


  Well, sometimes things that are easy to do and things that can be done are two different things.


  Because, you see, they are worms!


  I remember I had a hard time practicing processing worms when I was at Alchemists School.


  I was kinda afraid of worms.


  Yes, ‘was’.


  After processing worm materials many times, I finally managed to overcome my fear of worms.


  I could now grab them without flinching. Not only that, they even looked like golden coins to me.


  Humans really can get used to anything…


  Because I had such an experience, I asked Lorea-chan, “Are you fine with them?”, she then tilted her head and asked me back, “Hm? Do you mean with these worms?”


  Then she said, “Sarasa-san, if I was afraid of worms, I would never be able to live in this village, you know?”


  Even though Lorea-chan’s family is not a farmer family, she often saw worms and other insects around her house.


  She sometimes exterminated worms, so it was only natural that she was used to them.


  She had no problem with worms other than the poisonous ones.


  Therefore, she touched the Spit Worms with her bare hands like it was nothing whenever Collectors came to sell them.


  As expected from a girl who grew up in the countryside…


  The other artifact that I made for the villagers was the Cooling Hat.


  This artifact was made of the fangs from the Ice Fang Bats, and could provide a chilling sensation to the wearer’s body from head to waist.


  These artifacts are a saviour for the farmers who work under the scorching sun in the summer.


  However, its price was way more expensive than the Insect Repellent Veil. It was about 7,000 reas.


  Unlike the Insect Repellent Veil that was in volume 3 of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, the Cooling hat was in volume 4, so of course the Cooling Hat was more expensive.


  Moreover, 7,000 reas was the price after I put a discount on it. The original price was higher.


  I can’t take too much profit from the villagers after all.


  Even though they were quite expensive for the people who lived in the countryside, both the Insect Repellent Veil and the Cooling Hat sold pretty well. Perhaps because the villagers still had extra money they got from selling Hellfire Grizzlies’ furs.


  Well, in the first place, I was the one who bought the furs from them, so basically, I just got my money back.


  It was a good thing that the villagers could live more comfortably thanks to my artifacts, but it was a bit against my will to increase the circulation of money in this village.


  Since I like this village, I want it to prosper. Besides, if the villagers became rich, my business would definitely grow.


  In the first place, the villagers rarely came to my store because they thought that artifacts were expensive.


  It was probably thanks to Lorea-chan that the Insect Repellent Veils and the Cooling Hats were sold this time.


  To be precise, it was thanks to Lorea-chan and her mother, Marie-san. She spread the information about the price and effect of my artifacts to the villagers.


  Moreover, the one who always took care of my store was Lorea-chan, making it easier for the villagers to stop by my store.


  In order to keep this flow, I asked everyone for advice.


  「So… anyone has an idea?」(Sarasa)


  「Money, huh…? I think the villagers here can live even without money. The ones who pay in cash when they buy something from my family’s general store are mostly the Collectors, not the villagers.」(Lorea)


  「I see. The people here mostly get their food by bartering with the other villagers after all…」(Sarasa)


  The food in my house is mostly gotten from the hunter, Jasper-san, and the farmers. I gave Lorea-chan money, and she would buy food from them.


  However, the other people usually barter; they exchange crops with others.


  Looks like it’s only Diral-san’s inn, Daruna-san’s general store, and the village mayor who are paid with money.


  Unlike them, it seems that it was hard for the other villagers to earn money.


  「By the way, the dried meat that the villagers made from Hellfire Grizzlies is about to complete. My dad will go sell it once it’s done, but…」(Lorea)


  「Hellfire Grizzlies’ meat, huh…? It’s not that delicious, is it?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, sadly. It doesn’t seem to sell very well.」(Lorea)


  「It’s a preserved food after all, and most preserved food is not that good. However, if we didn’t make it into dried meat, it would definitely rot. There was too much meat to process at once so it couldn’t be helped.」(Sarasa)


  Too bad that Hellfire Grizzlies’ meat is not different from normal meat so it can’t be used as materials for alchemy.


  Moreover, because its beastly smell was quite strong, it was inferior to wild boar meat.


  Even if the villagers managed to sell all of the meat, the amount of money they would get would definitely be less than when they sold the fur to me.


  Besides, it would just become a temporary source of income for the villagers. It wasn’t that different from the income they got from selling the fur to me.


  Therefore, it wouldn’t truly make the village prosper.


  But… I wonder what I should do to make the village prosper…


  
  Chapter 16 : New Products Ⅱ


  「The main problem is there are not many jobs in this village where the villagers can get cash.」(Sarasa)


  「In the first place, the ones who have cash in this village are the Collectors. Unless the villagers sell something to the Collectors, it’s difficult for them to make money.」(Lorea)


  「Selling something to the Collectors, huh…? It seems to be difficult for the villagers. Collectors normally buy food and rent lodgings in Diral-san’s inn and buy things they need in Daruna-san’s general store. If someone opens another inn or general store…」(Sarasa)


  「Then my dad’s general store would probably go bankrupt!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan flusteredly waved her hands.


  「Yeah, that’s possible. There’s no point in opening a new store if the total number of buyers remains the same.」(Sarasa)


  It would be possible if only the number of Collectors increased to the point that Diral-san’s inn couldn’t accommodate all of them and Daruna-san’s general store couldn’t meet their demands for goods anymore.


  Even if that happened, it would be better if Diral-san and Daruna-san expanded their inn and store and hired the villagers instead of asking other villagers to open a new inn and store.


  Besides, it would be difficult for the villagers, who were mostly farmers, to start a store all of a sudden.


  「Store Owner-dono, why don’t you make some jobs to hire the villagers for?」(Iris)


  「Eh? Me?」(Sarasa)


  I tilted my head and looked at Iris-san who pointed out her idea.


  「Look. Who is the person who has the most money in this village now?」(Iris)


  「Well… I believe it’s… me?」(Sarasa)


  It doesn’t matter if I have money that I can use freely or not, I think the one who has the most cash in this village is me, thanks to the villagers and Collectors who always buy my products.


  I can’t believe how poor I was back then…


  My hard work to graduate from the Alchemist School and get the Alchemist License was not in vain!


  「Of course we’re not talking about assets like land and buildings, and considering that I still have to pay my debt to you, I think you’re indeed the one who has the most money in this village.」(Iris)


  「Iris, you’re getting off track. We’re not talking about our debt now…」(Kate)


  「Woops, you’re right. Anyway, Store Owner-dono, with the money you have, I think you can create jobs for the villagers, just like when you hired Lorea.」(Iris)


  I got Iris-san’s point.


  I’ve been using my money to pay Lorea-chan’s salary, order furniture from Geberg-san, order metal plates from Jizdo-san, and buy meat from Ells-san.


  Although it’s not that much, I’m indeed supplying cash to the villagers.


  「But, creating jobs for the villagers, huh… I don’t need more employees to take care of my store. Lorea-chan alone is more than enough after all… Are there really jobs I can create for the villagers…?」(Sarasa)


  I can’t just hire people if I don’t need them, right? It’s no different from charity.


  I wonder if there’s something the villagers can do for me…


  Maybe I can ask them to weed my backyard and take care of my herb field?


  No… taking care of herb fields is too difficult for amateurs…


  「Oh, right! Sarasa-san, you asked Geberg oji-san to make the main frame for your refrigerator, right? Is it possible if you ask the other villagers to help you make the part of the artifacts you want to make just like Geberg oji-san?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan clapped her hands as she said that.


  「Oh! That might be a good idea. I’m now selling the Cooling Hats, so maybe I can ask them to make the hats for me.」(Sarasa)


  Making hats can be done even if you’re not an alchemist. It’s simple yet troublesome work.


  If the villagers make the hats for me, all I have to do is just turn them into artifacts.


  The problem is among the artifacts that I can sell in this village, I can only ask the villagers to help me with the Cooling Hats.


  I was thinking of asking them to help me make the cloth for the Environment Adjusting Clothes, but unfortunately no one in this village wanted to buy this artifact.


  「But… I think everyone will stop buying the Cooling Hats soon… They don’t need many of them after all.」(Sarasa)


  According to the information I got from the “Neighborhood-Women Network”, most of the farmers who need the Cooling Hats have already bought them.


  If that’s really the case, the only customers left who might want to buy the Cooling Hats are the Collectors.


  「Store Owner-san, why don’t you sell the hats elsewhere?」(Kate)


  「You mean selling the Cooling Hats to another village or town? Hmm…」(Sarasa)


  I tilted my head, thinking about Kate-san’s suggestion for a moment.


  「Your hats are cheaper than the market price, right? I think they will sell well even in other places. You can ask Daruna-san to transport them. I think it will be way more profitable for him than just selling dried meat.」(Kate)


  「I see… Un. That’s not a bad idea.」(Sarasa)


  Fortunately, the artifacts are hats, so they are light and don’t take up much space.


  Moreover, because people can feel the effect of the hat immediately after they wear it, Daruna-san can sell the hats without being suspected of the hats being fake.


  Selling artifacts with immediate effects is much easier than selling potions that can’t be used immediately.


  「I agree with Kate-san’s idea! It will surely help my dad and the villagers financially! Sarasa-san, let’s do it!」(Lorea)


  Seeing Lorea-chan saying that with a bright face, I immediately nodded.


  How can I say no to this girl?


  「Alright, I will try.」(Sarasa)


  After I answered like that, Iris-san shrugged her shoulders and smiled at me.


  「If you really want to sell the hats outside the village, I think you should think about the design of the hats, not only the effects. The ones you sell right now are for farmers and collectors, right?」(Iris)


  「Yeah, I made them while prioritizing usability, so they look somewhat dull…」(Sarasa)


  To save time and effort I made the Cooling Hats without thinking about the design.


  If I spent time and effort to make the hats look fancy, I would have had to sell them at a higher price, and I didn’t want that since I wanted to sell them cheaply to the villagers.


  「I don’t think the hats will be popular in towns if you don’t make them look fancy. Well, you don’t need to think about it if you want to sell them to another rural area like this village.」(Iris)


  「So… Should I ask the villagers to make fancy hats?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm, Sarasa-san, I think it will be difficult. The adult women in this village know nothing about fashion…」(Lorea)


  Ah, come to think of it, Lorea-chan immediately called me “city girl” when we first met even though I didn’t wear fashionable clothes.


  Looks like this village has poor fashion sense.


  「I see… Anyway, let’s try to make something that can be used as a reference. Drawing an illustration of a fancy hat may be a good start. Do you guys have any ideas for fancy hat designs?」(Sarasa)


  「Uu… I don’t really understand fashion.」(Iris)


  「Iris doesn’t have an interest in fashion after all. Moreover, she’s not good at drawing.」(Kate)


  「Kate, you don’t need to say that! Certainly I’m not very interested in fashion, but Store Owner-dono, I can tell whether a design is good or bad!」(Iris)


  「O, Okay…」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san flusteredly made an excuse. Perhaps because she told me that the dull Cooling Hats that I sell for farmers and Collectors right now wouldn’t be popular in towns.


  「Don’t worry, I’ll help you with the design. I’m not particularly good at drawing, but I’ll do my best.」(Kate)


  「Thank you, Kate-san.」(Sarasa)


  I can ask Master for help if we find difficulties with the design, but for now, I should leave it to Kate-san.


  Although I once lived in the royal capital, I didn’t go out much, so I’m not familiar with fashion.


  「Alright then, I’ll go see the village mayor to talk about this.」(Sarasa)


  I always act on my ideas as soon as I think of them, so I decided to meet the village mayor and talk to him about giving the villagers work right away.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  The village mayor let me enter his house as soon as I arrived. Looks like he was free.


  「ーーI see… Giving the villagers work, huh? In other words, you want to ask the villagers for help, right?」(village mayor)


  After I explained briefly, the village mayor nodded.


  「Yes. What do you think?」(Sarasa)


  「I think it’s a great idea. It can help the villagers financially. We often rely on Dudley and Daruna when our village runs out of cash to pay taxes…」(village mayor)


  The village mayor let out a big sigh while saying that.


  「Anyway, it’s not a bad idea, but the women in this village can only make straw hats, you know? They can sew, but they don’t know how to make hats.」(village mayor)


  「I’m planning to provide them with an illustration that may help them. They need to figure out how to make it, but we can give them some guidance if necessary.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… They might be able to make it if they see the design. So, how many hats do you need and how much will you pay for them?」(village mayor)


  「Ah, about that, I’m planning to use a consignment method.」(Sarasa)


  「Consignment?」(village mayor)


  I started to explain to the village mayor who tilted his head and looked at me with a confused expression.


  First of all, the villagers will make hats at their own expense and set the price as they like.


  After I turn the hats they made into Cooling Hats, I will add the price given by the villagers into the production cost, and then sell the finished products.


  I will pay the villagers when the Cooling Hats are sold.


  「The fancy Cooling Hats cost more time and effort than the regular ones, so they cannot be at the same price. Therefore, I want to leave the fancy ones to the villagers.」(Sarasa)


  「I see.」(village mayor)


  「The cost of making a Cooling Hat is about 5,000 reas. If the villagers set the price at about 500 reas for each hat they made, then the cost of goods sold will be 5,500 reas each.」(Sarasa)


  「Fumu… But if they don’t sell, the villagers will not get their money, right? Wouldn’t that be a loss for the villagers?」(village mayor)


  「Ah, about thatー」(Sarasa)


  「ーThat’s not true, Dad!」(?)


  Dad…?


  When I tried to explain, the sharp voice of someone was heard from the room in the back.


  
  Chapter 17 : New Products Ⅲ


  When I looked in the direction of the voice, I saw a woman standing at the entrance of the kitchen.


  She was Erin-san, the village mayor’s daughter.


  She was around 30 years old, relatively young for a daughter of a very old man. She was about the same age as Marie-san, Lorea-chan’s mother.


  Erin-san looked at me with an apologetic look.


  「Ah, Sarasa-chan, I’m sorry, did I interrupt you?」(Erin)


  「No, not at all. Don’t worry about it.」(Sarasa)


  It looked like Erin-san was working in the kitchen just now.


  She heard our conversation because the house wasn’t very large.


  Well, there’s no problem at all since we’re not talking about anything secret.


  Besides, I was planning to ask women who were the same age as Erin-san to make the hats, so it might be best if she participates in this conversation.


  「Umm, Erin-san, if you like, I’d like to hear your opinion too.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay, but before that… Dad!」(Erin)


  After she nodded to me, Erin-san turned to her father and pointed at him while glaring with sharp eyes.


  「Wh, What?」(village mayor)


  「Why don’t you understand that Sarasa-chan suggested that idea because she really, really cares about this village!? There’s no other jobs with such favorable conditions, you know!」(Erin)


  「I, Is that so…?」(village mayor)


  The village mayor gave an ambiguous reply. Perhaps he couldn’t deny his daughter after he was told firmly like that.


  「Of course!」(Erin)


  She answered the village mayor with a strong nod and turned to me.


  「Sarasa-chan, the cost to turn the hats into Cooling Hats, in other words 5,000 reas, won’t be charged to me if my hats don’t sell, right?」(Erin)


  「Yes, you won’t be charged anything. However, if the hats made by the same person remain unsold for a certain amount of time, I will limit the number of hats they can sell.」(Sarasa)


  I can cover a certain amount of loss, but it would be a problem if I kept too many unsold hats.


  In response to my reply, Erin nodded to me as if she was convinced.


  「I understand. You are the one who will suffer the most if the hats don’t sell after all.」(Erin)


  「Why? It’s not that Sarasa-chan will lose money, right?」(village mayor)


  「Stupid Dad! It costs 5,000 reas to make a Cooling Hat, you know!? If the hats don’t sell, Sarasa-chan will lose a lot of money! Do you understand!?」(Erin)


  After Erin-san answered the village mayor with a strong tone, the village mayor nodded stiffly like a robot to his daughter.


  Actually, it won’t cost 5,000 reas if I don’t make any mistakes during the making of the Cooling Hats, and if I include my labor cost, I think 5,000 reas is relatively cheap.


  By the way, I was a little worried about how unreliable the village mayor was when the Hellfire Grizzlies were about to attack this village, but it seemed like it was thanks to Erin-san’s support that he managed to do his duty as the village mayor until now.


  「Sarasa-chan, I agree that you limit how many items we can sell in your store. If we want to sell new items, we have to buy our unsold items first. How about that?」(Erin)


  「I don’t mind but… You will make a loss if you buy your own items, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, but that’s our responsibility for making items that don’t sell. Besides, if we change our perspective, we can buy our own Cooling Hats for just 5,000 reas.」(Erin)


  「Well, that’s true since you make the hats yourselves… Ah! I see what you mean…」(Sarasa)


  Erin-san looked at me and smiled mischievously.


  Looks like Erin-san is a quick-thinking and clever person. I can’t believe that she grew up in this rural village…


  Technically speaking, if she has a hat, no matter how and where she gets it, she can get a Cooling Hat for just 5,000 reas if she brings the hat to me.


  The Cooling Hats that I sell cost 7,000 reas each, so there will be 2,000 reas difference.


  Ordinary hats won’t even cost 2,000 reas, so it’s definitely a great deal.


  「I won’t say you can’t do that, but please don’t stop making hats once you get your favorite one. After all, that’s not my purpose for suggesting this idea.」(Sarasa)


  「Of course I understand. You want to do this for the sake of this village, right? But… Sarasa-chan, you’re not pushing yourself too much, aren’t you?」(Erin)


  「Ah, I’m not. Don’t worry.」(Sarasa)


  Actually, it’s not really okay to sell a Cooling Hat for only 5,000 reas.


  However, because the materials, which are the fangs of the Ice Fang Bats, can be collected nearby and their selling price is relatively high, I don’t think there will be a problem. Perhaps…


  I think I should decide the lowest selling price before I ask Daruna-san to sell the hats outside the village later.


  Erin-san looked at me with a worried face, but then she nodded, probably because I didn’t say anything further.


  「That’s good then… Anyway, I will talk to some people who seem to be perfect for this job. We only have to bring our hats to your store when they are finished, right?」(Erin)


  「Yup.」(Sarasa)


  The village mayor turned his gaze toward me and made a face as if saying, “Are you sure you want to leave it to my daughter?”, but then he flusteredly nodded after I smiled at him, telling him to not worry.


  「A, Alright then, Sarasa-chan, please proceed with it.」(village mayor)


  「Ah, Dad, you don’t have to worry about this matter. From now on, I will handle all the complicated things so you don’t have to do anything. Besides, it will be faster if I’m the one to handle it.」(Erin)


  Erin-san? I think that’s kinda rude… You’re talking with your father, you know?


  I was worried that the village mayor would lose confidence, but he didn’t seem to mind what his daughter said. He took the cup of tea in front of him and drank with a calm face.


  As the village mayor, are you okay with that…?


  Well, I have no complaints since talking with Erin-san is much easier than talking with the village mayor.


  「Oh, right. I will prepare some hats’ design illustrations, so please come to my store if you want one.」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? That’s great! No one is familiar with urban fashion in this village, so an illustration will help a lot. Since you’re from the royal capital, I’m sure you have a good sense of fashion!」(Erin)


  While saying that, Erin-san leaned forward toward me and looked at me with glittering eyes.


  Even though she grew up in this rural village, Erin-san is still a woman after all, so it’s not strange if she is interested in fashion.


  While being pressured by her bright expression, I nodded to her.


  「A, Ahaha… Yeah, but don’t expect too much… Anyway, you will be making fancy hats that people in the royal capital usually wear.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh! I’m looking forward to making them! I’m going to talk to the women in the neighborhood now!」(Erin)


  「O, Okay… I’m counting on you, Erin-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Leave it to me! You can expect some nice-looking hats from us!」(Erin)


  Erin-san puffed her chest and tapped it as she said that.


  Ahh… I hope it will go well…


  


  It’s been a while since I went to the village mayor’s house and talked with him… No, talked with his daughter to be precise.


  The making of the Cooling Hats was going smoothly.


  Well, it didn’t mean that it was smooth from the beginning, though.


  Either because of the fact that the money wouldn’t be given right away after the purchase or because the consignment method was too hard to understand, there were not many people who wanted to help me make hats.


  The first people who helped were only my acquaintances.


  Specifically, Erin-san, Marie-san (Lorea-chan’s mother), Jimena-san (the blacksmith’s wife), and Ells-san.


  They were the only people who trusted me. At least at first.


  After Erin-san and Marie-san spread the rumor that they made money by making hats, the other villagers began to help me make hats as well.


  Some people were good at making hats, but some others were not.


  Well, I understand that people can’t just be good at making hats from the start.


  Because of that, the prices of the hats were not all the same at the beginning.


  The hats with good quality were expensive, but the poor ones were cheap.


  For the shipping, I asked Daruna-san to sell the Cooling Hats at South Strugg, but not only did he sell the hats, he also went to buy cloth for the material to make hats apart from buying his own groceries.


  Honestly, I haven’t made any profit, but since I wasn’t at a loss, I thought there would be no problem.


   


  ***


   


  Today, Lorea-chan came with a colander on her head for some reason.


  「Sarasa-san, how do I look~?」(Lorea)


  It was more compact than a normal colander and fit perfectly on Lorea-chan’s head.


  Is it stuck on her head and she can’t take it off?


  Don’t tell me… she awakened to a weird hobby or something…?


  「Lorea-chan… Why are you wearing a colander on your head…?」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? This is not a colander! Please look more closely!」(Lorea)


  With a dissatisfied face, Lorea-chan approached me while showing her head.


  I grabbed her shoulders and looked closely at the colander-like thing on her head.


  That thing had a double layer and looked thick. It looked like a straw hat that was knitted up and down.


  「Is this… a straw hat…?」(Sarasa)


  「Yup! I made it based on the opinions from the Collectors. This hat is for those who usually wear a helmet.」(Lorea)


  While saying that, Lorea-chan took off her colanー straw hat and handed it to me.


  The thickness was about 1 cm.


  The two layers were very well woven and it didn’t bend even though I put pressure on it.


  She said it was for the Collectors who always wear a safety helmet, but…. Ah, I see now.


  People will usually sweat on the head if they wear a safety helmet for a long period of time.


  The gap between two layers in this straw hat let the air pass through and cool the head of the wearer.


  This alone is already good enough, but if I turn it into a Cooling Hat, it will be a saviour in the summer for Collectors who wear safety helmets.


  「This is amazing… Lorea-chan, you’re a genius!」(Sarasa)


  「Right? Ehehehe~」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan showed me her rare smug face.


  But, really… Her brilliant idea and her technique of making this straw hat impressed me.


  Actually, Lorea-chan sometimes used her spare time to make straw hats, but this one is totally different from the other straw hats she made so far.


  「How about its durability?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I’ve tested it. I borrowed a safety helmet from a collector and wore it with this straw hat, and there seemed to be no problem even though I squeezed it a little hard.」(Lorea)


  Because the material is straw, I thought it could easily be crushed, but it looks like it’s quite durable.


  However, Lorea-chan said that she squeezed it a ‘little’ hard, right? I have a feeling it will break if it receives a hard hit.


  「So it’s hard enough, huh? But I think I should add a ‘durability improvement’ feature just in case.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? So you can improve its durability?」(Lorea)


  「Of course, but it takes more time and effort than making a regular Cooling Hat.」(Sarasa)


  If I want to make an artifact that is listed in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, I can just follow the instructions that are written in the encyclopedia when I draw the magic circuit.


  However, in order to customize the artifact’s function, like adding or deleting some features, I need to figure out the meaning and the structure of the magic circuit needed.


  If someone says, “An alchemist must be able to do that”, I’d say that’s not true.


  You won’t be expelled from Alchemy School even if you don’t understand magic circuits.


  There are many alchemists who can’t make complicated artifacts after all.


  The reason why they could still become alchemists was because this country lacked alchemists.


  They thought that alchemists who could make items that were listed in the Encyclopedia of Alchemy were good enough.


  By the way, understanding magic circuits is very hard to do, but I can do it.


  Well, I wouldn’t have been able to get high scores during the tests at school if I couldn’t do it.


  It was because I studied really, really hard at that time. Of course it was also thanks to Master who always taught me alchemy.


  I said it would take time and effort, but actually, adding a ‘durability improvement’ feature toCooling Hats is not that difficult.


  「Lorea-chan, you sure made a really good straw hat. I’m impressed.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, actually, my great-grandma helped me. Ehehe.」(Lorea)


  Lorea said with a slightly shy face.


  I see. Her great-grandmother, huh?


  Is this what’s called the eldery’s wisdom?


  「I’ve never met her. Does she live separately in another house?」(Sarasa)


  「No, she lives with us, but my great-grandma has bad legs so she can hardly go outside. Ah, but she’s still doing well. She usually does the jobs that can be done without having to stand up. Half of the hats that my mom usually brings to you are actually made by my great-grandma.」(Lorea)


  「I see.」(Sarasa)


  So that’s why Marie-san usually brings me a lot of hats even though she is busy.


  I thought she was fired up and made a lot of hats because her husband, Daruna-san, would be the one to sell them.


  「Thanks to you, my great-grandma is happy because she still can make money by herself in her old age.」(Lorea)


  「Is that so? I’m glad for her then. My efforts to realize this idea are not in vain.」(Sarasa)


  「Un!」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan smiled happily at me. Looks like she really loves her great-grandmother.


  「Oh, right. Sarasa-san, can I display this straw hat at the store as a sample? It must fit the shape of the wearer’s head, so I was thinking of selling them as made-to-order only.」(Lorea)


  「Ah, you’re right. The sizes of people’s heads are different from each other after all. Un. I agree with that.」(Sarasa)


  Well, it’s a matter of course considering that it would be worn under a safety helmet, so it must perfectly fit on your head.


  「Thank you, Sarasa-san!」(Lorea)


  「You’re welcome. But the problem is… Most of the Collectors in this village already have Cooling Hats… Well, new people keep coming lately, so maybe it will go well… I hope.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, come to think of it, the number of Collectors has increased recently.」(Lorea)


  「It’s maybe because the materials from the Hellfire Grizzlies and Ice Fang Bats have been distributed to South Strugg.」(Sarasa)


  With the Hellfire Grizzly materials being distributed to South Strugg, people know that the bears have successfully been defeated.


  Moreover, the fangs of Ice Fang Bats are in high demand during this season, so it’s only natural that Collectors started to gather in this village.


  However, none of the Collectors who ran away before the Hellfire Grizzlies attacked this village have visited my store so far.


  The Collectors who ran away to save their own lives can’t be blamed for it because it’s not a disgraceful thing to do, but it seems like they feel bad for running away while the other Collectors stayed to fight.


  If they return, I won’t discriminate against them.


  It doesn’t matter if they are the Collectors who ran away or the ones who chose to stay and fight the bears, they are still my business partners after all.
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  *Clang clang*


  When I was talking with Lorea-chan about her straw hat, the doorbell rang.


  「Excuse me.」(man)


  「Welcome to the storeー」(Sarasa)


  A man I had never seen before came into the store.


  He seemed to be around 20 years old. His appearance was a little different from a Collector’s, but he didn’t seem to be a villager either.


  It looked like he didn’t train his body well, but he looked like a man with a gentle personality. It was an unusual type of person around here.


  In response to my suspicious gaze, the man flusteredly waved his hands and started talking.


  「N-Nice to meet you. My name is Gretz. I’m Jasper and Ells’ son.」(Gretz)


  His words reminded me of the story that I had heard from Ells-san about her son when we ate together in the dining hall. (Chapter 6)


  「Ah! The son who became a merchant because he didn’t want to succeed his father’s job as a hunter!」(Sarasa)


  「Ye, yeah… I’m that son…」(Gretz)


  As he answered, his body seemed to shrink from the shame.


  It looks like he has an inferiority complex or something.


  Well, I can understand. Compared to his father, Jasper-san, he looks weak.


  「Ah! You’re Gretz onii-chan? I’m sorry, I didn’t notice.」(Lorea)


  「Lo, Lorea-chan, how could you forget about me? We used to play together when we were kids, right?」(Gretz)


  Gretz lowered his eyebrows, replying to Lorea-chan with a pitiful expression.


  「It’s been a very long time since you left this village. If you don’t want to be forgotten, you should come back once in a while.」(Lorea)


  「Uuhh… There’s nothing to buy in this village, and your dad sells the villagers’ agricultural products, so there’s no point in coming here…」(Gretz)


  「Ah, you’re right. My dad will have a competitor if you’re here, so you shouldn’t be here then.」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-chan, you’re so mean… You just told me to come back, didn’t you?」(Gretz)


  「I told you to come back once in a while, not to permanently live here.」(Lorea)


  Umm… Lorea-chan, I think that’s too much.


  Well, I knew that she was joking though. Probably…


  「So why did you come back now? Don’t tell me… You went bankrupt and decided to become a hunter? Hee, so you have finally prepared yourself to be trained really hard by Jasper-san, huh?」(Lorea)


  「That’s not it! In the first place, I never said that I left because I didn’t want my dad to train me! Anyway, I came back because I heard rumors that this village was attacked by Hellfire Grizzlies, but…」(Gretz)


  「Ah, you’re too late then. We managed to defeat the bears.」(Lorea)


  「Yeah, I know. I also heard that no one died during the battle… Oh, right.」(Gretz)


  Saying that, Gretz-san turned to me and bowed politely.


  「Sarasa-san, I heard this village was saved because of you. If it weren’t for you, my parents and the other villagers would have died. Thank you.」(Gretz)


  「Ah, don’t worry about it. I also live in this village, so it’s natural for me to help.」(Sarasa)


  I flusteredly bowed to him as I answered.


  I felt a bit awkward when an older person bowed to me like this.


  「Gretz onii-chan, I’m glad that you still care about this village.」(Lorea)


  「How can I not care? You don’t know how shocked I was when I heard the rumor.」(Gretz)


  He must have been really worried about the village. No, about his parents, to be exact.


  Honestly, I’m impressed. He’s very brave for a wimpy-looking man.


  There were many Collectors who ran away, but he chose to come back to this village.


  He might look a little unreliable, but at least he’s not a bad person.


  But… Lorea-chan was so strict toward him.


  「You might have been worried about this village, but you came too late!」(Lorea)


  「Uuu…」(Gretz)


  「Besides, there was nothing you could have done even if you made it in time.」(Lorea)


  「I know! I’m not strong like my dad after all!」(Gretz)


  Lorea-chan, you really have no mercy…


  She’s completely different from the usual Lorea-chan when she talks with me.


  Because I kinda felt sorry for Gretz-san, who looked like he was about to cry, I decided to calm Lorea-chan a bit.


  「Lo, Lorea-chan, I think that’s too much. We should be grateful now that he’s back, shouldn’t we?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, you’re right…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan still looked a little unsatisfied, but after I stroked her back, she sighed and relaxed a little.


  「So Gretz onii-chan, did you come to thank Sarasa-san?」(Lorea)


  「That’s my main reason for coming here, but I heard from my mom that Sarasa-san might have good items that I can sell, so…」(Gretz)


  While saying that, Gretz-san looked at me with an awkward face.


  Certainly, my shop is the only place in this village where he can get items for him to resell now that Daruna-san handles the agricultural products in this village.


  「I see… Well, if you buy materials from me and sell them to the alchemy shop in South Strugg, you can make a profit, but…」(Sarasa)


  Of course, the alchemy shop that I meant was Leonora-san’s shop, not the other one.


  Gretz-san will definitely lose money if he sells materials to that swindler’s shop after all.


  However, considering the transportation costs, he won’t get much profit even if he sells the materials to Leonora-san’s shop.


  「Gretz-san, you’re a merchant, right? Instead of selling materials, perhaps you can sell my Cooling Hats.」(Sarasa)


  While saying that, I pointed at the shelf with Cooling Hats.


  「Cooling Hats, huh? They will certainly sell in this season, but….. Hm? Wait a minute…」(Gretz)


  When Gretz-san looked at the shelf I pointed at and saw the price tag attached to the hats, he tilted his head.


  「Are they this cheap…?」(Gretz)


  「My Cooling Hats are 30% cheaper than the market price. Even after you add transportation costs, I think you can still sell them a little cheaper than the market price.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s great but… Sarasa-san, do you even make a profit from this?」(Gretz)


  「Ahaha, as you can guess, I barely make any profits. However, I’m not losing money, so I’m fine with it. Besides, my main reason is to give villagers a job.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Then, let me sell your Cooling Hats!」(Gretz)


  「Mumumu! Are you going to be my dad’s business rival!?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan turned a stern look again at Gretz-san who smiled joyfully.


  Gretz-san then flusteredly waved his hands to Lorea-chan.


  「Do, Don’t worry, Lorea-chan! Daruna-san usually sells these hats in South Strugg, right? Then I will sell them in another town.」(Gretz)


  「Hmm… Fine then.」(Lorea)


  Although she still looked somewhat dissatisfied, Lorea-chan let it slide for now.


  However, I can’t say that Gretz-san and Daruna-san won’t be business rivals in the future even if Gretz-san sells his goods in a different town because there might be people who come to shop in South Strugg from nearby towns and villages.


  Well, I think it’s better if I can sell my Cooling Hats in places other than South Strugg, so I’ll be grateful if Gretz-san wants to help me sell them, but…


  「But, Gretz-san, all I have now is the ones that are lined on that shelf. The hats themselves are made by the villagers, so…」(Sarasa)


  After I explained like that, Gretz-san nodded.


  As expected from a merchant. He can immediately grasp what I mean just from that vague explanation.


  「I see… I think that’s a good method. The villagers can make money based on their efforts… Alright, Sarasa-san, you can leave it to me!」(Gretz)


  He might look unreliable at first, but after he said that strongly with confidence, he looked like a trustworthy merchant.


  After leaving my shop, he immediately started taking action.


  By taking advantage of his status as a native of this village, Gretz-san visited each house in this village and asked the villagers if they wanted to make hats for him.


  He bought the finished hats in cash on the spot and brought them all together to my shop.


  Normally, I wouldn’t allow anyone other than villagers to bring hats to my shop, but he is the son of Ells-san and Jasper-san who always take care of me. Also, he bought hats directly from villagers. Taking that into account, and because it fit my goal of making the village prosper, I decided to allow him to do it.


  By the way, there were some villagers who allowed Gretz-san to pay them later after their hats were sold.


  Well, rather than they trusted Gretz-san, I think it’s because they trusted Ells-san. She is the most trustworthy person in this village after all.


  After Gretz-san was able to stock a considerable amount of Cooling Hats, he left the village with a smile on his face.


  Lorea-chan said, “Sarasa-san, you’re too nice to him!” but I think Gretz-san is a valuable person who can bring money to this village.
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  Summer was approaching, and my plan to make Cooling Hats as this village’s specialty products was going well.


  Daruna-san kept selling a good amount of Cooling Hats in South Strugg, and Gretz-san now visited this village more often to purchase Cooling Hats.


  Both of them always sold out the hats, and the money from sales was always fully paid to the villagers who made the hats.


  Perhaps it’s been going well because my Cooling Hats are cheaper than the market price.


  Moreover, Lorea-chan’s colandersー I mean, straw hats, were unexpectedly very popular among the Collectors in this village.


  They said that wearing a helmet had become super comfortable thanks to the Cooling Hats made from Lorea-chan’s straw hats.


  Because the raw material is straw, I need to add durability improvement and waterproofing enchantments to the hats. It took more time and effort than making regular Cooling Hats, so they were quite pricey. Even so, they sold like hot cakes.


  Because there were so many people ordering, Lorea-chan couldn’t keep up with her work, and one day, her great grandmother visited my store even though she had bad legs.


  She said, “I heard Lorea is having a hard time making straw hats. It might be a bother, but would you let me stay here for a while to help Lorea?”


  My store wasn’t very busy most of the time so I didn’t mind if Lorea-chan made straw hats while working, but I couldn’t just turn away a grandma who was worried about her grandchild.


  As a result, most of the straw hats were made by Lorea-chan’s great grandmother, and for a while, seeing a granny knitting straw in the corner of my store had become my daily routine.


  Several days later, most of the Collectors, who usually wear helmets in this village, finally got their own “Straw Cooling Hats”.


  After that, the granny returned home, and Lorea-chan was finally able to relax a little.


  Straw Cooling Hats had potential to become popular in other villages and towns, but it would be difficult to sell them outside because they had to be made to order.


  Well, if there were Collectors who were willing to come to this village just to order Straw Cooling Hats, we would gladly accept their orders, but I think the chance is slim.


  However, the sales of Cooling Hats have been going pretty well, and there’s no doubt that the circulation of money in this village has increased.


  It’s still far from being prosperous, but I can say that we have taken our first step really smoothly.


  Moreover, it wasn’t only the villagers who became richer, but the ‘half villager’, Gretz-san, too.


  One day, he came to consult with me.


   


  「ーーso you want to give something to Ells-san and Jasper-san?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes. My mom and dad must have had a hard time after I left this village, so I want to give something to them…」(Gretz)


  Lorea-chan, who had been listening to our conversation, made a surprised face.


  「The famous “prodigal son”, Gretz onii-chan, wants to give something to his parents!?」(Lorea)


  「Wait, what!? Since when I’ve become famous with that stupid nickname!?」(Gretz)


  Gretz-san seemed to have never heard of that. He shouted with a surprised face.


  「Well, it’s because you left and rarely came back even though you were raised in this village. You didn’t seem to send money to your parents regularly either, so it’s only natural if people called you that, right? But actually, you have other nicknames like “good-for-nothing son” and “the man you shouldn’t get married to”.」(Lorea)


  「Se, Seriously!? So… The reason why I felt like people looked at me with gentle yet pitiful eyes when I asked them to help me make hats was…」(Gretz)


  「Perhaps they were willing to help you because the good-for-nothing son was finally doing his best for the sake of this village.」(Lorea)


  「Ughh… I thought it was because I was able to negotiate well…」(Gretz)


  Gretz-san looked down in disappointment after Lorea-chan pointed out the truth.


  I don’t think there’s a problem as long as he can sell the hats the villagers made, but it might be a shock for him as a business person.


  Still, there’s no doubt that Gretz-san was able to gather more hats from the villagers than Erin-san did.


  Even though Erin-san had the advantage of paying the villagers in advance, Gretz-san was able to gather sympathy from the villagers. Well, he doesn’t seem happy with that, though.


  「But Gretz-san, now that you can make a lot of money while helping the villagers financially, I don’t think you have to worry about those nicknames anymore.」(Sarasa)


  「Y-Yes, you’re right! I can say that I’m successful in life now. I’m not a good-for-nothing son!」(Gretz)


  Thanks to my follow-up, Gretz-san recovered a little.


  However, there was a person here who ‘dumped cold water on him’ again.


  「Well, it’s mostly thanks to Ells-san’s influence and Sarasa-san’s kindness, though.」(Lorea)


  「U, Uuhh…」(Gretz)


  「Lorea-chan…」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan sure is strict toward Gretz-san.


  Looks like Lorea-chan had a feeling of discontent toward Gretz-san since he once abandoned the village.


  Could it be… did Lorea-chan have some feelings for Gretz-san in the past? She hates him now because she once loved him…?


  No, no, no… Considering Gretz-san’s age when he left this village and Lorea-chan’s age back then, it’s unlikely.


  Besides, Lorea-chan looked at him as if she was looking at a stranger when he first entered my store.


  So… why does Lorea-chan hate him…?


  「Sarasa-san? What’s wrong?」(Lorea)


  「A, Ahh… Nothing.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan asked me with a quizzical expression because I unconsciously looked at Lorea-chan and Gretz-san alternately while thinking.


  「Ahem! Let’s get back to the main topic. So Gretz-san, you want to give something to your parents, right? Hmm… How about you give them a fertilizer making machine called a “Harvester”?」(Sarasa)


  「A fertilizer making machine…? But my parents rarely grow plants in a field…」(Gretz)


  「No, no. What is important is not the plants you want to fertilize, but the materials that you want to put into the Harvester.」(Sarasa)


  Harvester is the artifact that processes the materials that are put into it into fertilizer.


  The materials can be dead leaves, dead trees, and even raw garbage. You can make quite good fertilizer from such materials.


  Jasper-san is a hunter.


  After he butchers the animals he hunted, he would definitely have a lot of unnecessary animal parts, and disposing of them would be quite troublesome.


  Because they will rot, he has to dig a hole or find a place to throw them away.


  I know that because I also butcher animals sometimes to obtain materials for alchemy.


  In that respect, if he has a Harvester, he can get rid of such garbage easily.


  Moreover, he can sell the fertilizer he made to farmers and make money from it.


  However, Harvesters have a downside: it needs a lot of magical power to work, but I don’t think that’s a problem. I can help with that.


  I need fertilizer for my herb field, which has finally been restored recently, so I may help them activate the Harvester in return for fertilizer.


  


  「It’s an artifact to make fertilizer, but don’t you think it’s quite useful for hunters too?」(Sarasa)


  After listening to my explanation, Gretz-san nodded.


  「I see. With that artifact, my parents can easily dispose of unnecessary animal parts, and they can even earn money from selling the fertilizer made out of that. Yeah, that sounds great. I used to help my parents dispose of animal organs when I was a child, and I couldn’t stand it. That’s one of many reasons why I don’t want to be a hunter…」(Gretz)


  「Ahh… I can understand how you feel.」(Sarasa)


  Severed animal heads, internal organs, and blood are traumatic things for a child to see.


  Some people might be okay with those kinds of things, but there were also people who couldn’t get used to them at all.


  Gretz-san was probably the latter. He couldn’t get used to blood and stuff and chose to be a merchant.


  「The artifact… Harvester, was it? How much does it cost?」(Gretz)


  「It depends on the size and efficiency. The one that can process a large amount of garbage at once by using only a small amount of magical power is quite expensive. It costs at least 120,000 reas.」(Sarasa)


  「I see…That’s unexpectedly pricey…」(Gretz)


  「Well, it’s an artifact after all. But I don’t think it’s too expensive for a successful merchant like you.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahaha… It’s not that I can’t buy it right now, but if I do that, I’m afraid I won’t have enough money to purchase goods. I’ll do my best to earn money, so Sarasa-san, do you mind if I pay you later when it’s done?」(Gretz)


  「Okay, I don’t mind. I need to collect the necessary materials so it will take some time.」(Sarasa)


  Actually, I’ve been planning to make a Harvester before I suggested it to Gretz-san, so I’ve already had some of the materials needed.


  However, what I intended to make was a small Harvester that was only enough to handle kitchen waste. It was too small for disposing of animal parts, so I wasn’t lying that I needed to collect more materials.


  「Even someone like Gretz onii-chan is going to be a devoted son by giving a gift to his parents… Should I do the same and give something to my mom and dad too…?」(Lorea)


  「I might look like this but I’m twice as old as you, okay? It would be weird if I haven’t given anything to my parents, right?」(Gretz)


  Gretz-san heard Lorea-chan’s mutter and made a somewhat offended expression.


  「Yeah, but aren’t you forgetting that you’re known as “the prodigal son” here?」(Lorea)


  「Gaahh! Someone, please get rid of that nickname! I hope the villagers’ evaluation of me will change after I give my parents a Harvester…」(Gretz)


  When Jasper-san starts selling fertilizer to the villagers, perhaps the villagers will know that Gretz-san gave him a Harvester as a gift.


  I don’t know if the villagers’ evaluation of him will change, but since Gretz-san has been doing his best lately, perhaps it will.


  「Talking about being a devoted child, Lorea-chan, you have been filial enough to your parents, so I don’t think you need to worry about giving them something.」(Sarasa)


  「But… By the way, Sarasa-san, have you ever given your parents a giーー Ah… I-I’m sorry…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan suddenly apologized to me and lowered her head.


  Perhaps she just remembered that I no longer have parents.


  「Don’t worry about it. I can no longer give anything to my parents, but now I regularly give some of my money to the orphanage that took care of me.」(Sarasa)


  「I see…」(Lorea)


  By the way, after the discussion with Leonora-san about the amount of money I should give to the orphanage, I sent Master a letter asking her to adjust the amount of money to be sent to the orphanage.


  The amount of money I can make is still small, but I think it will be better if I let Master, who is very experienced in managing a business, decide the amount of money to be sent to the orphanage.


  「Oh, right. Actually, there’s a perfect artifact for Daruna-san.」(Sarasa)


  「For my dad? What is it?」(Lorea)


  「The artifact is called “Korokoro”.」(Sarasa)


  「…Koro… what…?」(Lorea)


  「Like I said, it’s Ko… Korokoro…」(Sarasa)


  With a slightly blushed face, I answered Lorea-chan who asked me with a straight face.


  [*/Korokoro means roll over and over again. It also means a sticky roller, or a lint remover.]


  「Korokoro, huh…?」(Lorea)


  「It sounds stupid, but it’s the official name for the artifact, you know! Anyway, if you attach that artifact to an axle of a carriage, the carriage will become lighter and move more smoothly.」(Sarasa)


  Specifically, it halved the weight of the luggage in a carriage.


  If you need two horses to pull your carriage, you will only need one if you use this artifact. Moreover, the travel time will be greatly shortened because your carriage will run more smoothly.


  In the royal capital, it was a fairly popular artifact for those who use carriages to work.
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  The down side of this artifact is that you need to maintain it regularly according to the distance traveled, or else it will break eventually.


  After I finished explaining, Lorea-chan nodded.


  「Since my dad usually only uses his carriage to go to South Strugg, I don’t think he will have any trouble maintaining the… Korokoro, was it…? It really has a strange name…」(Lorea)


  「Haha. I know, right? But actually, there are many artifacts with strange names.」(Sarasa)


  Basically, the ones who named the artifacts are the alchemists who invented them.


  Some of them simply named their invented artifacts based on their functionality, like Anti Odors and Magic Stoves. You can easily tell what kind of artifacts they are from their names.


  Flexible Gloves are similar, but the name “Flexible Gloves” only explains that the gloves are flexible. It doesn’t explain that those gloves are also resistant to pointy and sharp objects.


  If I were the alchemist who invented Flexible Gloves, I would name them “Blade Resistant Flexible Gloves”. It was longer but it explained all the features the gloves had.


  However, some alchemists gave their invented artifacts strange names.


  Some of them named their artifacts with names they thought sounded cool, and some of them chose names based on how they felt when they used their artifacts.


  Korokoro is the latter because you use it by attaching it to an axle of a carriage that will roll as the carriage runs.


  However, I’m not sure about Harvester. I mean, Harvesters are artifacts to make fertilizer, right? But their name sounds like they are some kind of tool to harvest crops or something. It doesn’t make any sense.


  Therefore, some people called them “the fertilizer making machine, Harvesters” so that anyone can tell what kind of artifacts they are.


  「A Korokoro is cheaper than a Harvester, but I think it’s still difficult for you to buy one.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Looks like I have to work harder and save more money then. I want to make my dad’s job easier.」(Lorea)


  I could just offer a Korokoro directly to Daruna-san since he definitely has enough money to buy one, but Lorea-chan seems to want to give this artifact to him as a gift, so I think I should wait for Lorea-chan to save enough money.


  「Lorea-chan, how about we have a race to see who will give their parents a gift first? It will be interesting!」(Gretz)


  When Gretz-san challenged Lorea-chan with an excited face, Lorea-chan replied to him with cold eyes.


  「Gretz onii-chan, are you not ashamed to challenge a girl who is twice as young as you?」(Lorea)


  「Gu,haa!!!」(Gretz)


  Lorea-chan was mean toward Gretz-san as always, but she had a point.


  Gretz-san is an adult, but he is so childish…


  「Well, I don’t mind competing against you. Let’s do our best then!」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-chan… Yes, let’s do our best!」(Gretz)


  Hmm… I don’t know which one is older anymore …


  
  Chapter 20 : Business Rival Ⅰ


  「Store Owner-dono, we’re backー」(Iris)


  「Ahh~ The inside of the store feels like paradise~」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san, who just returned from work, exhaled while wiping the sweat on their foreheads as soon as they entered the store.


  「Welcome back. Is it hot outside today?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, especially if you move your body around nonstop for a long time.」(Iris)


  It’s been a while since we started selling Cooling Hats, and it keeps getting hot lately.


  I looked out from the window and looked at the sky. There were no clouds in the sky, only the scorching sun.


  However, I couldn’t feel heat from the outside at all because I’ve installed a big air conditioner artifact in my store.


  Well, I actually just needed a normal-sized one because it would be enough to cool my store, but since I had so many high quality fangs from Ice Fang Bats, I decided to make a big one.


  「Just buy Cooling Hats already. I told you I will make them cheap for you.」(Sarasa)


  「Ughh… That’s appealing but… No, I’ll just bear with the heat for now…」(Iris)


  「We’ve survived the heat so far, so I don’t think we need Cooling Hats anytime soon…」(Kate)


  After I suggested they buy Cooling Hats while pointing at the shelves that were full of Cooling Hats, Iris-san and Kate-san looked away from the shelves with regretful expressions.


  「But if you have one, you can work more efficiently, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Well yeah, but now we work in a cave most of the time.」(Kate)


  Sometimes I ask them to collect certain materials for me, but it looks like they mostly work in a cave to collect fangs from Ice Fang Bats.


  In this hot season, fangs from Ice Fang Bats sold like hot cakes, so it’s natural that many Collectors are currently focusing on collecting them.


  Since the inside of a cave is not as hot as the outside, some of the Collectors can work just fine even without Cooling Hats.


  「Iris-san, Kate-san, welcome back. Here, I have ice tea for you.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan, who noticed their return, appeared from the kitchen with two cups of ice tea.


  Iris-san and Kate-san received the tea, and then immediately drank it at once.


  「Pwaahhh~….. Lorea, thank you. An air conditioner and a cup of ice tea are the best!」(Iris)


  「You’re right. Ahh~~ This is so comfortable. I’m afraid we will never be able to stay in an inn once we get used to this paradise.」(Kate)


  By the way, we have ice tea because I’ve installed a refrigerator in my kitchen.


  A couple of weeks ago, Geberg-san delivered the frame for the refrigerator and the freezer, so I made them right away.


  Now, my kitchen is finally complete!


  With the refrigerator and the freezer, the variety of dishes Lorea-chan can make has increased.


  Even though we have Diral-san’s dining hall in this village, I’m pretty sure that I’m the one who owns the most luxurious kitchen in this village.


  「Ah, I know what you feel. It’s very nice and cool here after all. It makes me hesitate to go home sometimes. Well, I have the Environment Adjusting Cloth that Sarasa gave me at home, so I can sleep comfortably without feeling hot at all.」(Lorea)


  「Oh, that cloth. We also have that on our beds. It sure is comfortable.」(Kate)


  「True. To be honest, I’m not sure if we can use such an expensive product for free…」(Iris)


  While saying that, Iris-san glanced at me.


  「Don’t worry about it. I just feel bad if I sleep in a comfortable bed while you guys don’t.」(Sarasa)


  「No, we don’t mind if we have to sleep without that cloth. We’re just freeloaders after all.」(Iris)


  「No, no. It’s totally fine, really.」(Sarasa)


  The empty rooms, which were originally for visitors, have now completely become Iris-san and Kate-san’s rooms.


  However, there’s no way I can take the beddings away from them.


  We are living together, so I can’t just let them sleep uncomfortably. Moreover, they do their best working every day to pay their debt, so I have to support them.


  Therefore, I ordered two more beds from Geberg-san and made two more futons with Environment Adjusting Cloths for Iris-san and Kate-san.


  Now I have five beds, so I won’t have any problem if Master and Lorea-chan want to stay in my house at the same time.


  「It’s a good thing that it’s nice and cool here, but we have a problem because of it…」(Lorea)


  I tilted my head and looked at Lorea-chan who said that with a troubled face.


  「A problem? What do you mean?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you don’t realize it probably because you work at your workshop most of the time, but sometimes Collectors chill in the store for a while after they finish shopping and get in the wayー」(Lorea)


  「ーAre you guys talking about me?」(Andre)


  While Lorea-chan was explaining, suddenly Andre-san came into the store.


  According to Lorea-chan, he visits my store every day these days.


  Wait… Don’t tell me… He came every day because he just wanted to enjoy the cool air here?


  「Ah, Andre-san, welcome. Do you have any idea about this matter?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course I do!」(Andre)


  I knew it.


  「Lorea-chan… Does Andre-san… Umm…」(Sarasa)


  「Yup. But he is not as bad as the other Collectors who sometimes stay for hours.」(Lorea)


  They sometimes stay here for hours!? How could I not notice them…?


  「Usually, they will leave after I give them ice tea, so… Andre-san, here’s your tea.」(Lorea)


  「Th, Thank you, Lorea-chan… *gulp, gulp* Puuaaahh! Cold drinks are really good when the weather is hot!」(Andre)


  After Lorea-chan received the empty tea cup from Andre-san, she immediately pointed to the front door.


  「Now that you have enjoyed your tea, please go home.」(Lorea)


  「W-Wait! I haven’t finished my errand yet!」(Andre)


  「Oh, right. So, how can I help you today?」(Lorea)


  「First of all, here’s the materials I collected today. I want to sell them all, and I’d like to buy some potions.」(Andre)


  「Alright, please wait a minute.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan handled the materials Andre-san took out very well.


  She has only been working here for a few months, but she looks like a professional now.


  She is smart, diligent, and able to learn things quickly.


  I’m glad I hired her!


  As an employee, she does her job perfectly, as if she has no weaknesses. Wellー


  「Is that all?」(Lorea)


  「Yup.」(Andre)


  「Well then, thank you for the purchase, Andre-san. You can leave now.」(Lorea)


  ーexcept her cold attitude toward some people…


  


  「Well then, thank you for the purchase, Andre-san. You can leave now.」(Lorea)


  「Ou. I’ll come again ーーNo, no, no! Lorea-chan, why are you so cold toward me? I have something else to discuss today!」(Andre)


  「Is that so? You don’t just want to enjoy this cool air?」(Lorea)


  「No, I really have something else to discuss! Anyway, Sarasa-chan, can you install some air conditioners in our inn? Ah, as well as the artifact that can cool drinks and food. What is it called again? Refrigerator?」(Andre)


  「Yeah, refrigerator. Well, I would gladly do it, but you should ask Diral-san first. They’re not cheap, so I think negotiating with her will be difficult.」(Sarasa)


  Compared to Cooling Hats that only make your head and upper body cool, air conditioners are very expensive because they cool an entire room.


  Even though Diral-san is one of the richest people in this village, I don’t think she can afford an air conditioner for every room in her inn. As for her large dining hall, she will need a big air conditioner which is way more expensive than the normal-sized one.


  The amount of magical power required to operate all the air conditioners would be extremely large.


  It wouldn’t be a problem for people like me who have a large amount of magical power, but most people would need a lot of magic stones or fangs from Ice Fang Bats as alternatives for producing magical power.


  Therefore, it’s unlikely that Diral-san would agree with this idea and order air conditioners from me.


  「I see… Well, that’s too bad. Actually, there’s another thing I want to tell you.」(Andre)


  「What is it?」(Sarasa)


  For some reason, Andre-san turned his eyes away from me and looked at Iris-san, then Iris-san, who noticed Andre-san’s gaze, nodded.


  「Ahem! Let me explain. Store Owner-dono, do you know about the merchant who is currently staying in this village?」(Iris)


  「You’re not talking about Gretz-san, are you? Then, I have no idea.」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san knows Gretz-san because he sometimes visits my store, so it’s obvious that she’s not talking about him.


  「This merchant is much older than Gretz-san, and he is slightly fat.」(Iris)


  「He has been renting a house in this village for a while now. He is living with some servants, so he seems to have a lot of money.」(Kate)


  「I see. If he is living with servants, that means he is not a peddler. So, what wrong with him?」(Sarasa)


  Peddlers are merchants who visit various towns and villages to sell their products, and it seems like the merchant we are talking about is not a peddler.


  Well, I don’t know much about him though. I have never seen a fat merchant in this village.


  I might have noticed him if he was a wealthy merchant who owned a caravan, but there’s no way a caravan would come to this remote village.


  「That merchant is buying the fangs from Ice Fang Bats just like you, but his purchase price is 30% higher than yours.」(Iris)


  「Hee… That’s news to me.」(Sarasa)


  「I see! So that’s why the number of people who come to sell fangs from Ice Fang Bats has decreased recently…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan, who heard Iris-san’s words, suddenly raised her face as if she just realized it, and then Kate-san nodded deeply to her.


  「Yeah, that must be the cause.」(Kate)


  「Now that you mentioned it, I feel like the stock of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs is running low…」(Sarasa)


  I’m sure I’d have noticed it if there was no one selling me the fangs, but Iris-san and Kate-san always sold me the fangs when they came home. Besides, Andre-san and his party members, also the other Collectors who are loyal to me still sell their Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to me.


  Well, I’m not worried even though the amount of fangs that can be purchased has decreased because I don’t use many fangs to make Cooling Hats, so I think it will be fine.


  Actually, I’ve been wondering why the amount of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs that I have is not increasing even though the number of new Collectors visiting this village is increasing day by day. So that’s the reason, huh?


  It looks like the new Collectors prefer to sell their Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to that fat merchant rather than selling them to me. They can make 30% more money if they sell the fangs to him after all.


  「Store Owner-dono, doesn’t it bother you?」(Iris)


  「He pays 30% more than you. If it continues, there will be no one selling Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to you, you know?」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san seemed to be worried about me.


  「The fact that he pays 30% higher than me is bothering me, but to be honest, I’m not really worried about it.」(Sarasa)


  I have already made a refrigerator and a freezer for my kitchen, and an air conditioner for my store, so I don’t need many Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. Currently, I only use the fangs to make Cooling Hats for sale.


  I don’t make much money from selling Cooling Hats anyway, so there would be no problem if I couldn’t sell Cooling Hats anymore. At least for me, not for the villagers who make money by selling hats though.


  Gretz-san and Daruna-san would be troubled if they can’t sell Cooling Hats anymore. After all, their income would decrease if that happened.


  I don’t think it will affect their life since it’s not their main source of income, but no one is happy about losing money, right?


  Besides, I put effort into creating this opportunity so that the villagers have additional income. It would be a let down if the villagers lost the source of their additional income.


  「You don’t have to be an alchemist to be able to identify the quality of the fangs from Ice Fang Bats, so it’s not weird if that merchant can do it too.」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, even someone like me can do it.」(Lorea)


  「Ah, in your case, it’s because you are a fast learner and have a good memory.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? Thank you, Sarasa-san. Hehe~」(Lorea)


  While looking at Lorea-chan’s happy face, I started thinking.


  There’s nothing weird about paying 30% more than me, but I don’t know if you can make a profit with a high purchase price.


  There’s no doubt that my purchase price is cheaper than the normal purchase price for Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in the royal capital, but that is because the place where Collectors can get the fangs is relatively close to my store.


  If the Collectors want to sell their Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in other villages or towns, they have to consider the transportation costs, but not if they sell them to me.


  That’s why I set my purchase price for this material slightly lower than the purchase price in the royal capital.


  The problem is that there is another shop that pays 30% higher than me in this exact same village.


  That merchant’s purchase price is high, really. If he was an alchemist, he could make a little bit of profit by selling artifacts made out of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, but he isn’t. He seems to be just a normal merchant, so I don’t know how he will make a profit with such a high purchase price.


  If he wholesaled the fangs to an alchemist in another town, he would definitely lose money.


  Unless the stock of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in the market was running low and the price was getting more and more expensive, I don’t think he will make any profit by wholesaling them.


  …Wait a minute… Don’t tell me….


  
  Chapter 21 : Business Rival Ⅱ


  「Anyway, I think we should do an investigation to find out whether that merchant really pays for Ice Fang Bats’ fangs 30% higher than me or not.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? What do you mean? Isn’t it clear?」(Iris)


  「No. Ice Fang Bats’ fangs are materials that have various price ranges compared to other materials. As you know, the price depends on how dark their color is. I’m afraid that that merchant is manipulating the price. So… Iris-san, I want you to sell the fangs you get to that merchant next time, but let me appraise the fangs first before you go to his place.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright, understood.」(Iris)


  「Andre-san, you came here to tell me about that, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. Me and the other Collectors who have been staying in this village for a long time are indebted to you, so we still sell our Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to you, but most Collectors, especially the newcomers, have started selling their fangs to that merchant, so I’m a little worried about your store.」(Andre)


  「I see. Thank you for your concern.」(Sarasa)


  So that’s why I could still get Ice Fang Bats’ fangs even though the other store paid for them 30% higher than me.


  After all, maintaining good relationships with people is important in business.


  「I’m grateful that you still sell your fangs to me, but if that merchant really pays higher than me without cheating, I don’t mind if you want to sell your fangs to him. Kate-san, Iris-san, you too. If that merchant is proven not cheating, you can sell your fangs to him.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? But… are you sure?」(Kate)


  「Yeah. I don’t think it will trouble me much.」(Sarasa)


  「No, no. We can’t do something disloyal to you…!」(Iris)


  「I really don’t mind. Besides, I still have a lot of fangs in stock for now, and if I need more, I can just go get them myself.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, Sarasa-chan can collect Ice Fang Bats’ fangs way more effectively than us Collectors after all. She might be able to collect fangs more than all the Collectors in this village in one go by herself.」(Andre)


  「Andre-san, you’re exaggerating. Well, it’s true that I can collect tons of fangs in one go… if only I have some people to help me carry them though…」(Sarasa)


  I have the artifact bag from my master, but I don’t want it to get dirty. After all, I have to carry the bats’ corpses to the entrance before I can collect the fangs.


  Also, no matter how strong I am while using physical strengthening magic, there’s a limit to how much I can carry since I have a small body.


  Therefore, if I want to go to collect fangs, I would like to bring Iris-san and the others like last time.


  「Alright, you can call me and my party members when you want to go to the cave. We will help you.」(Andre)


  「Thank you, Andre-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Also, if that merchant really pays higher, I will tell the other Collectors that you don’t mind if we sell our Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to that merchant.」(Andre)


  「Yes, please do. If you make more money and spend that money in this village, I have nothing to say.」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha! You really care about the villagers. Don’t worry, the Collectors in this village, even the newcomers, always eat and drink in the dining hall, you know? The place is always full lately!」(Andre)


  「Come to think of it, my dad said he has recently started purchasing a lot of alcohol from the town. It’s probably because the number of Collectors who stay here has increased.」(Lorea)


  Collecting Ice Fang Bats’ fangs wasn’t too hard, unless you couldn’t stand the smell of the caves they lived in. Moreover, the demand for those materials has been increasing lately, and because of that, many Collectors started to come to this village.


  As a result, the dining hall became full, and the Collectors who avoided the dining hall and chose to drink in the rental house increased. That’s why the demand for alcohol has increased as well.


  By the way, the number of Collectors who came to my store has increased too because of that. They mostly came to buy Flexible Gloves.


  I also sell anti odor potions so that Collectors were not bothered by the smell of the cave, but they didn’t sell very well, probably because most Collectors were used to bad smells.


  「I see, so the dining hall is always full, huh? Fortunately, we have a proper kitchen and a chef here!」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right! Thanks to Lorea, we don’t have to go to dining hall anymore.」(Kate)


  「Remembering how packed the dining hall was lately, I’m grateful to Lorea who always cooks for us! Thank you!」(Iris)


  「Ehehe~ I enjoy cooking a lot, so please don’t mention it.」(Lorea)


  After we thanked her, Lorea-chan smiled shyly at us while scratching her cheek with her finger.


  By the way, Lorea-chan has learned how to bake bread with the oven lately, so I don’t have to go to Diral-san’s dining hall to buy bread.


  Really… I’m glad that she works here!


  「It’s hard to enter the dining hall now, especially for women like you guys.」(Andre)


  「Seriously? That bad?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. Collectors keep coming from other towns and villages. After all, who doesn’t wanna get easy money by collecting Ice Fang Bats’ fangs nowadays? But unfortunately, there were many newcomers went to the cave without collecting information first, also, there were many idiots who entered the dining hall without cleaning themselves after returning from the cave.」(Andre)


  Andre-san said that while frowning as if he had enough with the newcomers’ behaviours.


  「Ughh… I can imagine how bad it is inside the dining hall. Diral-san must have had a really hard time lately…」(Sarasa)


  「Ahahaha! You’re right. If there were fools who entered the dining hall without cleaning themselves first, Diral would kick them out and throw water over their bodies while yelling at them! That was so hilarious!」(Andre)


  That’s Diral-san for you. She has no mercy with dirty people.


  Because the weather is so hot, I don’t think they will catch a cold even though they are splashed with water, but really… Diral-san never hesitates even toward her customers.


  「But even though they clean themselves, the smell still remains a little, so the dining hall is a bit smelly…」(Andre)


  「H, Hee…」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san and Kate-san nodded deeply as they agreed with Andre-san.


  「He’s right. Many Collectors have poor hygiene after all.」(Iris)


  「Yeah. We’re so lucky to be able to live here! Moreover, we can take a bath every day! So thank you, Store Owner-san! You’re our saviour!」(Kate)


  「Fufu, you’re welcome. I’m glad that you like living here.」(Sarasa)


  Since we have a bath in this house, it will be a waste if we don’t make full use of it, right?


  Besides, it’s more comfortable for me if Iris-san and Kate-san are clean.


  By the way, Lorea-chan doesn’t live with us, but she uses the bath at least once every two days.


  She manages the store and often handles potions, so it will be better if she is clean.


  


  「So the current condition of Diral-san’s dining hall is kinda disastrous, huh…」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, kinda…」(Andre)


  I feel a little sorry for Diral-san.


  Her dining hall might have become more prosperous, but sadly she had to work, serving people with stinky bodies.


  「Hmm… I think I should start selling deodorant, the items that can remove bad body odor.」(Sarasa)


  「Ohh, Store Owner-dono, you can make such a useful item?」(Iris)


  「Yup, but there’s one problem… The deodorant itself is not expensive but the container is.」(Sarasa)


  「The container is more expensive than the deodorant itself?」(Iris)


  「Yeah, because I need to use a container that can spray the deodorant like mist.」(Sarasa)


  Of course, you can use bottles for potions and just sprinkle it onto your body, but if you do that, the deodorant will run out quickly. Using a sprayer is way more efficient.


  「I see… Then, I think you should make the containers refillable like bottles for potions you made.」(Iris)


  「She’s right. As a woman I’d like to buy some deodorant too, but I don’t want it to be expensive. Like Iris said, you should make refillable containers and sell them, then the people who have the containers can just buy the deodorant when it runs out. What do you think?」(Kate)


  In the case of bottles for potions, after I collect them from customers, I usually wash them first before I refill them with potions. They have to be completely clean because potions are used to heal wounds. It will be bad if there’s bacteria attached to the bottles.


  However, deodorant is different. I don’t think I need to wash the containers, so it will be easier than selling potions.


  Kate-san’s idea is not bad.


  「Hmm… That’s a really good idea, but… Lorea-chan, if I start selling deodorant, you will get busier. Are you okay with that?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course. I don’t mind at all.」(Lorea)


  「Thank you. Andre-san, what do you think?」(Sarasa)


  When I asked Andre-san, seeking an opinion from a veteran, he groaned and crossed his arms with a slightly troubled face.


  「Hmm… I and my party members will definitely buy it, but I don’t know about the other Collectors, especially the newcomers.」(Andre)


  「But don’t they bother if their bodies stink?」(Sarasa)


  「Nah, I don’t think they care about that. The ones who are bothered are the people around them instead, especially those who are not used to smelly things.」(Andre)


  I see. It seems that there are quite a lot of Collectors who are accustomed to smelly things.


  However, it doesn’t mean that it’s okay to let people with smelly bodies be around just because you’re also used to it.


  I think veteran Collectors who have been staying in this village for a long time will buy deodorant because they need to maintain a good relationship with the villagers, especially Diral-san, but I don’t know about Collectors who are not willing to stay in this village for a long time. They might think buying deodorant is just wasting their money.


  Well, there are a lot of stingy people like that around the world. They don’t want to spend money as long as they have no problem with it even though it troubles people around them.


  「You know what, there were some newcomers who didn’t want to spend money on things they didn’t think were important, and they lost their fingers while collecting fangs from Ice Fang Bats’ corpses because of that. Hah! It serves them right!」(Andre)


  「E, Eh…? Some people have lost their fingers? Seriously?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. We veterans have given some advice for those who don’t have proper gloves for collecting fangs to buy some thick gloves or Flexible Gloves in your store, but some of them didn’t listen. If only they listened to us and bought Flexible Gloves you made, they wouldn’t have lost their fingers.」(Andre)


  It looked like their fingers got stabbed by the fangs because they used thin gloves and carelessly collected the fangs.


  「Now that you mentioned it, I think I know those people.」(Iris)


  「Ah, the guys who hit on us the other day, right? They’re the type of people who don’t deserve any sympathy.」(Kate)


  Ahh… so they like to hit on girls, huh?


  Andre-san sighed after listening to what Iris-san and Kate-san said.


  Unlike Andre-san who seemed to have a little sympathy for them even though he said “serves them right”, Iris-san and Kate-san didn’t seem to have sympathy for them at all.


  It looked like Iris-san and Kate-san were really annoyed by those guys.


  Well, for female Collectors, they are quite beautiful after all, so it wouldn’t be weird if some men tried to hit on them.


  「I’m not worried about you guys since you know what you’re doing, but in case your fingers get stabbed and frozen, please come to me quickly. If they are still attached to your hands, the treatment cost will be relatively cheap.」(Sarasa)


  The potion that grows lost body parts is extremely expensive, but if your fingers are just frozen, it can be healed with a cheaper potion.


  「Ou. I would be in your care when that happened. After those guys lost their fingers, most Collectors started buying your Flexible Gloves, so I don’t think similar cases will happen often. After all, people learn from others’ failures.」(Andre)


  「Come to think of it, many Collectors came to buy Flexible Gloves a few days ago. Did the incident happen around that time?」(Lorea)


  「Most likely. People started running to this store as soon as they heard the news.」(Andre)


  Andre-san nodded to Lorea-chan as he said that.


  I see now. So that’s the reason why the stock of Flexible Gloves suddenly decreased.


  「I want people who enter Diral-san’s dining hall to use deodorant, but that will be hard if people don’t listen… Hmm… Should I sell the deodorant to Diral-san instead? She can install it at the entrance and charge people to use it if they want to enter her dining hall.」(Sarasa)


  「So people have to use deodorant before they enter, huh? I guess that’s a good idea. The villagers rarely come to the dining hall lately, and I think it’s those stinky people’s fault. They need to be more disciplined.」(Andre)


  「True. However, even if you used deodorant and entered the dining hall, there was no guarantee that you would get a seat since the dining hall was packed with people. It looks like selling deodorant doesn’t solve the main problem.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… I hope Diral would expand her dining hall in the future…」(Andre)


  「Well, that’s up to Diral-san and Dudley-san, her husband, but I think they can definitely expand their dining hall if they want.」(Sarasa)


  Diral-san has spent a lot of money to buy two magic stoves from me, but since she has so many customers lately, I think she has enough money to expand her dining hall.


  When I went to the timber shop in South Strugg to order some wood to make a refrigerator a while ago, I saw that they had a lot of timber in stock, so I think they will have enough timber if Diral-san wants to expand her dining hall.


  If the dining hall becomes larger, Diral-san might employ some villagers, and the village can become more prosperous. Isn’t it wonderful?


  「You may be right. I will tell Diral later then. I feel bad for the villagers who can’t enter the dining hall because of us Collectors…」(Andre)


  「I will try to talk with Diral-san too. Anyway, let’s put the dining hall’s problem aside and get back to the plan to prove whether that merchant was cheating or not. For now, Iris-san, Kate-san, let me see the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs you got today.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright…. There you go.」(Iris)


  Iris-san and Kate-san put the bags full of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs on the counter.


  「Ah, Sarasa-chan, isn’t it better if you include my fangs too? The more fangs we have to sell to that merchant, the easier for you to compare the price, right?」(Andre)


  「Exactly. Then, Lorea-chan…」(Sarasa)


  「Understood.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan nodded and handed me the fangs that Andre-san had just sold.


  After that, I appraised all the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs on the counter and recorded their price.


  Alright, let’s see how much that merchant will pay for these fangs…


  This is getting interesting somehow…


  
  Chapter 22 : Business Rival Ⅲ


  「I see, I see… It looks like 30% higher than my price is an overstatement. I think it’s only about 10% higher or so. Still, it proves that he really pays higher than me.」(Sarasa)


  The next day, I compared the amount of money that I wrote down on a paper with how much that merchant paid for Iris-san, Kate-san and Andre-san’s Ice Fang Bats’ fangs.


  There was not much difference between that merchant’s purchase price and mine, so that means that he could evaluate the fangs properly, but it looks like he doesn’t know about my purchase price.


  「Honestly, I was a little surprised because I didn’t think that he really paid higher than you.」(Iris)


  「Me neither… I think buying Ice Fang Bats’ fangs at this price is a little tough for an ordinary merchant. This is weird…」(Sarasa)


  I don’t think people would buy his fangs even if he sold them at South Strugg at this price without adding any transportation costs.


  He could probably sell his fangs in the royal capital, but he would lose money due to the transportation costs, unless he had a transfer device he could use to send items to the royal capital instantly like me.


  「I wonder what he is trying to accomplish… He will only lose money if he keeps buying Ice Fang Bats’ fangs at this price.」(Sarasa)


  While saying that, I looked at Lorea-chan.


  She shook her head. Looks like she had no idea.


  Then I looked at Iris-san.


  「I-I have no idea either. Perhaps Kate knows something. She is good at figuring things out after all.」(Iris)


  Iris-san shook her head too and dumped the problem to Kate-san.


  After thinking for a moment, Kate-san started talking.


  「Hmm… There are several possibilities I came up with. First, there was probably a situation where he needed to collect as many Ice Fang Bats’ fangs as possible. For example, he had a contract with someone to prepare a certain amount of fangs but he didn’t expect that he couldn’t collect enough of them.」(Kate)


  「So he thought that purchasing Ice Fang Bats’ fangs at a high price was better than receiving the penalty from the contract?」(Iris)


  Kate-san replied Iris-san with a nod.


  「Exactly. Or, he wanted to manipulate the market price… Perhaps he had been purchasing a lot of fangs in anticipation of price increase in the future, and he was afraid that the price would drop due to sudden arrival of goods in the market.」(Kate)


  「And you want to say that the sudden arrival of goods you talked about came from this village? Indeed we just started collecting Ice Fang Bats’ fangs recently, but what I sell outside this village are mostly the Cooling Hats, not the fangs themselves.」(Sarasa)


  I sold a large amount of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to Leonora-san in South Strugg quite a while ago, but I haven’t sold anything to her since then.


  Besides, most of my Ice Fang Bats’ fangs had been used as materials to make Cooling Hats.


  Some Collectors might have gone to South Strugg from this village to sell their Ice Fang Bats’ fangs there, but I didn’t think there were many of them. After all, they can just sell their fangs to me or that merchant in this village.


  「Besides, Daruna-san and Gretz-san have sold a lot of Cooling Hats outside this village, right? I don’t think many people would buy Ice Fang Bats’ fangs if they already had Cooling Hats.」(Sarasa)


  「Hmm… You may be right.」(Kate)


  There are many ways to use Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, but people, I mean alchemists, mostly use them to make Cooling Hats.


  We can use them to make refrigerators, freezers or air conditioners but they are too expensive for most people. Also, you don’t need many fangs to make them.


  「The other possibility I can think of is… Store Owner-san, could it be… That merchant has a grudge against you…? 」(Kate)


  「Eehh!? But I don’t remember doing something that can make someone hate me!」(Sarasa)


  When I shouted like that in response to Kate-san’s reasoning, there was someone who shouted even louder than me.


  「That’s impossible!!! There’s no way someone would hate a kind person like Sarasa-san!!!」(Lorea)


  I’m happy but… I don’t think she needs to shout as loudly as possible like that…


  「No, Lorea, you don’t know. There might be people who hate you even though you have never done anything that can make them hate you.」(Kate)


  「That’s unreasonable!」(Lorea)


  Saying that, Lorea-chan clenched her fists and pouted at Kate-san.


  Kate-san then put her hand on her cheek and sighed.


  「Yup, as you said, that’s unreasonable. Moreover, if the person that merchant hated wasn’t necessarily Store Owner-san…」(Kate)


  「Eh? What do you mean?」(Lorea)


  「There’s the possibility that the one he was holding grudges against is Gretz-san or Daruna-san, or maybe both of them.」(Kate)


  「My dad…? But why?」(Lorea)


  Responding to the unexpected words from Kate-san, Lorea-chan tilted her head, looking so confused.


  「Your dad is making a lot of money from selling Cooling Hats, right?」(Kate)


  「Well, he is making money but not much. He mostly used his money to purchase various products to sell in our store.」(Lorea)


  「Ohh, so that’s why the variety of goods in the general store has improved recently!」(Iris)


  「Yes. He started purchasing items that he couldn’t afford before. Now that the villagers’ income has increased, the number of customers visiting our store has increased as well.」(Lorea)


  Ho ho~ I see.


  Looks like the results of my efforts trying to make this village prosperous have started to show.


  


  「Certainly, Daruna-san makes a lot of money from selling Cooling Hats, but I don’t think that can be a reason for that merchant to hate him.」(Sarasa)


  「What do you mean?」(Kate)


  「I mean it’s hard to tell whether Daruna-san really makes a lot of money or not. Iris-san didn’t even realize that the general store’s product has increased because of that. Besides, there’s the possibility that he saved his money.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. So, his target was Gretz-san?」(Kate)


  「Umm… Gretz-san probably makes more money than Daruna-san, but…」(Sarasa)


  Gretz-san finally ordered a Harvester the other day, so there’s no doubt that he made a lot of money.


  However…


  「But only a limited number of people know that he makes money, right?」(Lorea)


  「Exactly. Unlike Daruna-san who usually go back and forth between this village and South Strugg, Gretz-san usually sells his products in various villages and towns.」(Sarasa)


  I think even the villagers here have no idea how much money Gretz-san can make nowadays, unless they have a good calculating ability like Erin-san.


  That merchant could have just asked the villagers how many hats they sold to Gretz-san to find out how much money he made, but he would have stood out if he did that.


  「Let’s leave aside that merchant’s motive for now. How will you deal with him, Store Owner-dono?」(Iris)


  「Umm… Should I confront him or… leave him be…?」(Sarasa)


  「If you choose to ignore him, will the production of Cooling Hats be okay?」(Iris)


  「Like I said the other day, I still have enough stock of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, and if I need more, I can just go to the cave and collect them myself.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, Store Owner-san, since you can do that, I think you have an advantage.」(Kate)


  「Yes, but the problem is I can’t carry too many. Well, if I strengthen my body and do my hardest, perhaps I can double the amount that I can carry.」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Iris-san immediately talked to me with a loud voice.


  「Store Owner-dono, let us help you when you want to go to the cave!」(Iris)


  「Helping Store Owner-san is probably way more profitable than collecting the fangs ourselves and selling them to that merchant.」(Kate)


  「Yes, we can make more moneー Not that! We want to help you because we are indebted to you! Besides, I don’t like that merchant!」(Iris)


  「Ahaha… Okay, when that time comes, I will equally divide the fangs we get.」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, just to be clear, I want to help you not because I can get more money, okay!?」(Iris)


  「I know, I know.」(Sarasa)


  I nodded while gently pushing back Iris-san who was approaching me and desperately telling me that. Kate-san’s light joke was the cause, so she didn’t need to be so desperate.


  「I’m happy if you understand. Un, un. So… have you decided what to do with that merchant?」(Iris)


  「There are several ways I can think of to deal with him, but… Umm… Perhaps the best way is to raise my purchase price for the fangs to the same level as his.」(Sarasa)


  After I told them my idea, Iris-san and Kate-san nodded. It seemed like they both were convinced, but unlike them, Lorea-chan tilted her head with a wondering look.


  「Sarasa-san, I don’t think it will make much difference…」(Lorea)


  「No, if Store Owner-dono will buy Ice Fang Bats’ fangs at the same price as that merchant, people will prefer to sell their fangs to Store Owner-dono because she is an alchemist and has lived in this village for quite some time.」(Iris)


  「That’s right. I’m sure people who once bought potions or artifacts in this store understand how skilled Store Owner-san is. After all, people would rather do business with someone they trust more, right?」(Kate)


  「Iris-san, Kate-san… Thank you.」(Sarasa)


  I’ve been selling potions and artifacts that are useful to Collectors so I believe that they trust me more.


  「I see. I’m convinced now.」(Lorea)


  「But Store Owner-san, won’t you suffer a loss if you raise your purchase price?」(Kate)


  「No, if I ignore the production cost and the cost of risk in case I fail during the production, I think I won’t lose money… Perhaps…」(Sarasa)


  If I failed to make one Cooling Hat, it would cost me the profit of the next dozens of Cooling Hats I made.


  「That means… You will work for free and on top of that you can’t fail even once? I think that’s too reckless.」(Kate)


  「Sarasa-san, you once told me that you might often fail in making things with alchemy, didn’t you?」(Lorea)


  「Well, yeah. Normally, alchemists decide the price for their products on the assumption that they might fail once every two attempts in making products, or else, they will go bankrupt.」(Sarasa)


  That’s why artifacts are very expensive. If we could make artifacts with 100% success rate, their price would definitely be a lot cheaper.


  「If that’s the case, you will go bankrupt then!」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry. I won’t fail if it’s only making Cooling Hats… Probably…」(Sarasa)


  「P-Probably…? Sarasa-san, please be serious!」(Lorea)


  「No, I’m serious. Look, I’ve made tons of Cooling Hats but I haven’t failed even once so far. Unlike other alchemists, I’m a disciple of a master-class alchemist after all, so you can trust me!」(Sarasa)


  That’s right, I’m a disciple of a master-class alchemist! I can’t afford to fail in making a mere level 4 artifact such as Cooling Hats!


  I can’t let Master down after all!


  「Heeー A disciple of…… Wait a minute….」(Iris)


  Iris-san tilted her head, looking a bit confused for a moment.


  「Did you say… You’re a disciple of a master-class alchemist…?」(Iris)


  「Yep. Umm, did I never tell you guys about this?」(Sarasa)


  「No, you never told us! Can you tell me your master’s name?」(Iris)


  Come to think of it, Master visited my store before I met Iris-san and Kate-san.


  Iris-san asked me Master’s name a little impatiently for some reason.


  「Her name is Ophelia Millis. Do you know her?」(Sarasa)


  「Ophelia… Millis!? Of course I know that person! So you’re her….. I see now. So that’s why you’re ridiculously strong for an alchemist.」(Iris)


  Ridiculous is a bit rude…
 I might look like this, but I was one of the best students in the Alchemist Training School, you know!


  While Iris-san was looking at me with an amazed face, Lorea-chan tilted her head, looking confused.


  「I don’t know anything about master-class alchemists, but is she a famous person?」(Lorea)


  「Did I never tell you either? She has been to my store before.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, the person who taught you how to use a sword?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. She is the one who told me to hire a storekeeper, you know?」(Sarasa)


  「So it’s thanks to her that I can work here? Awesome! She must be a wonderful person.」(Lorea)


  「Fufu, she is.」(Sarasa)


  If Master didn’t recommend me to hire an employee, I probably would never have hiredーー No… I think I would still hire Lorea-chan, but it would take a longer time.


  
  Chapter 23 : Business Rival Ⅳ


  「I should thank your master, then! It’s thanks to her that I’m able to work here after all.」(Lorea)


  「But I don’t know when she will come again. She’s a busy person after all. Many people in the royal capital depend on her.」(Sarasa)


  「Is a master-class alchemist that great?」(Lorea)


  「Lorea, ”Master-class” is the highest rank you can get as an alchemist. There are only a few people with that rank in this country. People who have some interest in alchemy should know that.」(Kate)


  「I see… I don’t know anything about it.」(Lorea)


  「Well, people don’t usually talk about alchemists in this village. In the first place, there were no alchemist here until Store Owner-san came, right? So it’s only natural that you know little about alchemists.」(Kate)


  I don’t think the general public cares much about master-class alchemists.


  I myself learned that Master was a master-class alchemist after I started working in her store. Moreover, I was taught by the other employees because Master rarely talked about herself.


  If I didn’t get along with the other employees, I probably wouldn’t have known about it until now.


  「Store Owner-san, as Ophelia Millis’ disciple, would you like to tell us anything you know about her?」(Kate)


  「Eh? Umm… I don’t know what the general public thinks of her, but… she is quite famous among alchemists. Maybe?」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-dono, you stupid! I never thought you were so ignorant!」(Iris)


  「Eeehhh!?」(Sarasa)


  I never expected that Iris-san would suddenly insult me.


  「How could you say a person as great as Ophelia-sama is “quite” famous!? That person is…! That person isーー！」(Iris)


  「Okay, okay. Iris, you need to calm down. Forgive her, Store Owner-san. Iris is overreacting, but she’s right. Your master is very, very famous. Even Collectors like us know how great she is.」(Kate)


  「Is that so…?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course!」(Iris)


  I applied for a part-time job at Master’s store and have been treated as her disciple since then. I didn’t think too much about it but… Actually, I was extremely lucky…?


  So that’s why my seniors were so jealous…


  「A, Anyway, let’s forget about my master for now and talk about the merchant!」(Sarasa)


  「Uhh, okay then… So, are you seriously planning to increase your purchase price?」(Iris)


  「Yeah. After that, we will see that merchant’s reaction, whether he will increase his purchase price further or give up.」(Sarasa)


  「If he gives up, the problem will be solved, right?」(Iris)


  「Yes, but if he chooses to compete against us by raising his purchase price… Store Owner-san, do you have any plans for that?」(Kate)


  「Hmm… Then I will increase the supply of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in the market as much as possible.」(Sarasa)


  「But how will you do that?」(Kate)


  「I will start going to the cave and hunting the bats every day!」(Sarasa)


  I can collect hundreds of fangs in a day if I give it my all. Of course with the help from Iris-san and Kate-san.


  If Andre-san and his party will help me as well, I can definitely collect even more.


  The minimum purchase price for fangs from 5-year-old bats is about 1,000 reas. Moreover, the older the bats, the higher the price of their fangs.


  That merchant pays 30% higher than my purchase price, so that means I can make him spend millions of reas in a day.


  If he doesn’t have an extremely large amount of money, it won’t take long until he runs out of funds.


  「Fufufu~….. This will be a competition to see if all the bats in the cave perish first or that merchant runs out of funds first!」(Sarasa)


  [image: 00018]

  It will be a big nuisance to Collectors if the bats perish, so it will be great if that merchant runs out of funds before that happens.


  Well, I don’t need to execute this plan if he gives up after I raise my purchase price, so I really hope that he will give up and leave this village for good.


  「As expected from Store Owner-dono, you really have no mercy!」(Iris)


  Iris-san’s words bothered me. I wonder what she means by ‘you really have no mercy’.


  I wanted to ask her but I think I should leave it aside for now.


  「Honestly, I prefer to settle this in a more peaceful way but that merchant was the first to pick a fight with me!」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa-san, is that merchant’s method wrong?」(Lorea)


  「No, not entirely, but he started purchasing materials without me knowing. This is a small village so he must have known that there’s an alchemist here, but he chose to ignore me and started his business anyway. I heard there were businessmen who dare to trouble alchemists, especially novice alchemists like me, but I never thought that one of them would come to this small village.」(Sarasa)


  Normally, merchants who want to purchase materials in a town or village should talk to the local alchemists first, especially if they want to do it in a small village like this.


  The reason is because alchemists need to keep the balance of the materials that can be obtained in their areas.


  There are materials that are in high demand and easy to make profits from, and materials that are in low demand but necessary in case of emergency.


  If the alchemists only purchase the ones that are in high demand, they would be troubled if something bad happened because they didn’t have the materials needed to handle the situation. Also, there was the possibility that certain materials would become rare because people kept collecting them.


  Therefore, alchemists have the role to keep the balance by adjusting the purchase price and setting purchase limits if necessary.


  So, what happens if a merchant ignores the rules and starts their business in a certain area? Of course it will have a bad impact on the balance of the materials and trouble the alchemists in that area.


  The materials that the merchant in this village purchases are only Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, so I don’t need to worry about those materials becoming rare because Ice Fang Bats are animals that reproduce quickly.


  However, I can’t ignore the fact that he has violated the rules!


  Who does he think he is to start purchasing materials in my village without telling me first!?


  


  「As long as they follow the rules, merchants can use any method they want in their business.」(Sarasa)


  「Even though it would trouble the local alchemists?」(Lorea)


  「Well, normally merchants won’t take the risk to compete against alchemists. After all, alchemists are in a higher position than merchants in this country.」(Sarasa)


  「So that means, that merchant isn’t normal?」(Lorea)


  「Yeah, you can say that.」(Sarasa)


  If their goods were alchemy-related materials, their main customers would be alchemists, and if they broke the rules, the alchemists around them would most likely refuse to do business with them and they would have difficulties in selling their goods.


  Therefore, I don’t understand why that merchant broke the rules… Did he want to pick a fight against me…?


  「So, Store Owner-dono, what will you do? Ignore that merchant or fight back? You’re not going to ignore him, right? Right!?」(Iris)


  「Umm… Let me think for a moment.」(Sarasa)


  Honestly, I prefer to ignore him because it’s less of a hassle. My profit will decrease if I ignore him but I don’t think it will be a problem.


  However, that merchant dared to mess with me, who is the local alchemist in this village, and that kinda pissed me off.


  He only purchases Ice Fang Bats’ fangs for now, but if I ignore him, I’m afraid he will continue to do whatever he wants in this village.


  If I don’t want to lose profits, I should choose to fight back, but the problem is I have to work much harder than usual.


  Ah, don’t get me wrong. It’s not that I hate working, okay?


  The thing is, if I go to the cave to collect Ice Fang Bats’ fangs every day, I won’t have enough time to make potions and artifacts in my workshop.


  「Umm…. How about we decide by majority vote? First, who agrees to fight back?」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san, Kate-san and Lorea-chan immediately raised their hands.


  It was decided so quickly.


  「Store Owner-dono! I just can’t forgive anyone who messes with a kind person like you!」(Iris)


  「That’s right! If you want to do business, you have to think not only about yourself but also about the people involved!」(Kate)


  「Ahaha… How about you, Lorea-chan?」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t want that merchant to cause trouble for my dad and… Gretz onii-chan in the future.」(Lorea)


  Hee… Lorea-chan is always cold toward Gretz-san, but it looks like she does actually care about him.


  Well, Gretz-san is like an older brother for Lorea-chan after all.


  「Alright, it’s decided then. Iris-san, Kate-san, would you guys help me?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course!」(Iris)


  「I will ask Andre-san and his party members for support as well.」(Kate)


  「Thank you. I’m counting on you.」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san and Kate-san looked excited for some reason.


  Now that it had been decided, we began to take action.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  With Andre-san and his party members’ help, we spread information saying that I’ve raised my purchase price for Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to the same level as that merchant’s, and after that, many Collectors, who had been selling their fangs to that merchant so far, started selling them to me.


  It looked like they prefer to sell their fangs to me over that merchant not only because I’m an alchemist, but also they feel indebted to me and Andre-san.


  Thanks to people who always spread information about my store, the number of new Collectors who visit my store is steadily increasing.


  However, several days after I raised my purchase priceー


  「Store Owner-dono! That merchant raised his purchase price as well!」(Iris)


  ーsuddenly, Iris-san opened the door of the store and told me that with a loud voice.


  「Oya oya~? So he chose to compete against me, huh? Looks like he’s not smart enough to predict what will happen to his business after trying to beat me! Khu khu khu khu!」(Sarasa)


  While resting my elbow on the reception desk, I smirked like a villainess and made a cool pose.


  I wish I had a mirror right now to see myself.


  「….Store Owner-dono, you look scary…」(Iris)


  「Eh? Scary…?」(Sarasa)


  「That smirk doesn’t suit you…」(Kate)


  「I-Is that so…?」(Sarasa)


  It seems like acting like a villainess doesn’t suit me. I think it’s cool though…


  「A-Anyway, how much did he raise his purchase price?」(Sarasa)


  After I returned my facial expression to normal, I asked Iris-san and Kate-san.


  「It seems that his purchase price is now about 50% higher than yours. However, I don’t think he really pays that high. Well, I’m not that good at this kind of stuff, so I don’t know exactly though.」(Iris)


  「I see… Even if he doesn’t actually pay 50% higher, the fact that he pays higher than me hasn’t changed, and I think paying more will only make him lose money… Just what exactly is the reason that made him want to purchase Ice Fang Bats’ fangs so desperately…?」(Sarasa)


  If he just wanted to purchase Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, why didn’t he go to another town where he could buy the fangs more cheaply?


  Is the supply of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs running low in other places…?


  No, it can’t be the case. The population of Ice Fang Bats is quite high after all.


  「Store Owner-dono, actually… We overheard that merchant talking about you and saying,” They’re finally suffering, huh? Looks like it will be over soon”.」(Iris)


  「Eh? Suffering? What does it mean?」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-san, it looks like that merchant thinks that you’re in trouble because you can’t purchase as many Ice Fang Bats’ fangs as usual.」(Kate)


  「Actually, we have been selling a few of our fangs to him recently, hoping we can get some information about him. Fortunately, it seems like he has no idea that you can collect Ice Fang Bats’ fangs by yourself.」(Iris)


  「I see…」(Sarasa)


  I knew it. He has been targeting me from the beginning.


  But why? Why me…?


  I don’t remember doing anything that can make someone hate me.


  No… I think I did…


  I once spread information about the scamming alchemy store in South Strugg. (chap 1-13)


  The alchemist who is the store owner was probably in trouble because the number of customers was decreasing and could no longer scam people.


  If that was really the case, then the poster I made at that time worked really well.


  It’s a good thing, but instead of learning a lesson, that person was planning to give me trouble, huh?


  If my reasoning was true, then there was the possibility that that merchant was connected to that scammer alchemist.


  But, wait a minute…


  I don’t think taking revenge on me is worth the risk.


  The risk is high because there’s the possibility that they would end up making other alchemists their enemies. After all, they have broken the rules and on top of that, they scam people.


  Besides, I don’t think that the scammer alchemist has enough money to support the merchant to keep purchasing fangs at a very high price.


  Umm…. Oh, well. Whatever.


  It doesn’t matter who my true enemy is. I just have to strike back!


  「Iris-san, Kate-san, tomorrow, I’m going to start the plan I have told you.」(Sarasa)


  「So you’re going to start hunting Ice Fang Bats from tomorrow on?」(Iris)


  「Yes. Will you both go with me?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course we will!」(Iris)


  「Should I ask Andre-san and his party members to come as well?」(Kate)


  「Honestly, I have no idea how many people we will need, but I think it’s better to have Andre-san with us.」(Sarasa)


  「Alright.」(Kate)


  We need people to carry the luggage and collect the fangs from the corpses. We also need to do something with the corpses after collecting fangs.


  I don’t know exactly how we will do it, so I guess I will figure it out during the hunting tomorrow.


  「Lorea-chan, you will be managing the store by yourself for a while. Can you do it?」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, you can leave it to me. If someone brings materials I don’t know, I can just turn them away, right?」(Lorea)


  「Yes, unless they are our regulars.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood.」(Lorea)


  Recently, we have been conducting margin transactions with our regular customers.


  Specifically, when I was away and there was a regular customer who wanted to sell materials that Lorea-chan didn’t know, Lorea-chan would store their materials first, and pay them the next day after I assessed the stored materials.


  Lorea-chan is a fast learner and has learned many kinds of materials, so I don’t think I need to worry about my store while I’m gone.


  「Alright then, let’s do our best starting tomorrow!」(Sarasa)


  「「「Yes, Ma’am!」」」


  
  Chapter 24 : Business Competition Ⅰ


  The next day, after completing some errands, I headed to the cave where Ice Fang Bats live with Iris-san and the others, and made my debut as a mysterious masked rookie Collector with a fake name of “Shinjini”.


  [*/Shinjin means rookie or newcomer, and Sarasa simply changed it a little.]


  I’m using a fake name because I don’t want that merchant to find out that I can hunt Ice Fang Bats by myself.


  I’m covering half of my face with a mask, so I thought I quite stood out among the Collectors who were gathering at the entrance of the cave, but then I noticed that people didn’t pay much attention to me.


  The reason is…


  Yep, as you guessed. It’s because this place is super stinky.


  Therefore, I’m not the only one wearing a mask. I’m also wearing a robe with a hoodie for extra cover. This kind of outfit is actually pretty common here.


  I haven’t seen anyone holding an umbrella so far. It seems that most people prefer to wear robes or coats to cover their bodies from the “stinky falling objects” in the cave.


  People are not paying much attention to me, but the robe I’m wearing looks more neat and clean compared to theirs, so I feel like I stand out a bit.


  「Alright then, Store Ownー」(Iris)


  「Ahem!」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san almost called me “Store Owner-dono” like usual, so I cleared my throat loudly to warn her.


  I put quite an effort dressing like this to cover my identity. I can’t let anyone find out before I even enter the cave.


  「ーWoops. I mean, Shinjini. Shall we enter the cave now?」(Iris)


  「Umu. Let’s enter.」(Sarasa)


  When I replied to Iris-san in a dignified manner, Kate-san put her hand on her face to hide her expression somehow.


  However, I could clearly see her shoulders shaking. It looked like she was trying to hold back laughter.


  I was trying to talk like Master. I know it doesn’t suit me, but it can’t be helped, right!?


  I changed the way I talk to hide my identity!


  Geez. I want her to learn from Andre-san and his party members. They stay cool even thoughー


  Hm…? Hold on…


  I turned my gaze to Andre-san and his party members.


  They are tapping each others’ shoulders and acting like they are laughing at something else, but I know they’re definitely laughing at me!


  「Ugh… Le, Let’s go!」(Sarasa)


  We couldn’t talk freely since there were so many Collectors near the entrance.


  I stepped into the cave and started walking a little quickly to go deeper and find a place with no people as soon as possible. Iris-san and the others immediately followed me from behind.


  Our destination is the innermost part of the cave where there are a lot of old Ice Fang Bats.


  There are three reasons why we are aiming for that place.


  First, is to avoid competitors as much as possible.


  Most Collectors usually target Ice Fang Bats around the age of five, which live not too deep into the cave, because most Collectors find it troublesome to go deeper into the cave. Therefore, if we go all the way to the innermost part of the cave, there should be no competitors.


  The second reason is to conserve the bats.


  If we only hunt young Ice Fang Bats, I’m afraid it will affect their population because they are in a reproductive age only when they are young.


  The last reason is to efficiently make that merchant spend his money.


  As I said before, the older the bats are, the higher the quality of their fangs, meaning that we can sell them at a high price.


  「Store Owner-dono, don’t you think this cave is very deep? It’s deeper than I expected.」(Iris)


  「Geez, I told you to call me Shinjini.」(Sarasa)


  「But there’s no one here except us now.」(Iris)


  「Well, you’re right, but…」(Sarasa)


  After we passed the place where we hunted Ice Fang Bats for the first time quite a while ago, we could no longer see other Collectors.


  So we actually don’t have to bother to keep hiding my identity, but…


  「Iris-san, I have a feeling that you will make the same mistake again, so I want you to continue calling me Shinjini.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right, Iris would likely make such a mistake again.」(Kate)


  「Mumu! I’m not that careless, okay!?」(Iris)


  Iris-san looked at me and Kate-san with an annoyed face.


  It looked like she didn’t want to admit that she was quite a careless person.


  「Kate-san, Kate-san. Look, the person who carelessly made a mistake right away even before we entered this cave is in denial.」(Sarasa)


  「Ara ara, how untrustworthy.」(Kate)


  Seeing me and Kate-san nodding to each other, Iris-san pouted her lips.


  「Gununu! Okay, I admit I was careless back then, but…! Andre-san, please say something to them!」(Iris)


  「Hmm, I think we should keep calling her… Shinjini, was it? It will only make us confused if we change the way we call her from time to time.」(Andre)


  「He’s right. Not only you, we may also make the same mistake if we don’t get used to calling her that.」(Gil)


  「Besides, we’re not necessarily alone in this area, so it’s best to be careful.」(Gray)


  「I, I see… I guess you guys are right…」(Iris)


  Iris-san nodded to Andre-san as if she was convinced.


  As expected from veterans. They are not as old as they look but I know I can rely on them!


  「By the way, I wonder why this cave is so deep.」(Andre)


  「You guys never get to the deepest area?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. We often work with Iris-chan and Kate-chan but we don’t usually go too deep.」(Andre)


  「We never go further than the place where we went to hunt bats with you for the first time.」(Gil)


  「There isn’t much benefit in going deeper. Besides, taking the bats’ corpses to the entrance will take more time.」(Gray)


  「I see.」(Sarasa)


  Taking the bats’ corpses to the entrance is the most troublesome part in hunting Ice Fang Bats after all.


  One of the Ice Fang Bats’ drawbacks is that they have more unnecessary body parts than necessary ones. After all, their fangs are their most valuable body part.


  


  「Speaking of bats’ corpses, I didn’t find any corpses on our way all the way from the entrance. People with bad manners usually only collect the fangs and leave the corpses on the spot without taking them to the entrance. Are there no bad people like that among the Collectors in our village?」(Sarasa)


  「No, actually there ‘were’ quite a lot. However, as veterans, we have already taught those people a lesson.」(Andre)


  「A lesson…?」(Sarasa)


  「We simply taught those ignorant young Collectors the rules.」(Gray)


  Gray said that with no expression, but I somehow knew that they didn’t just ‘simply’ teach those people.


  When I turned my gaze to Iris-san and Kate-san, Iris-san just shrugged her shoulders silently while Kate-san just smiled awkwardly.


  Hmm, I became more curious about what they exactly did to those people.


  「You look curious. Don’t worry, we just surrounded them in a large group, and then kicked them in turns while telling them to stop throwing away bats’ corpses carelessly.」(Andre)


  「I, I see…」(Sarasa)


  I’m not a Collector so I can’t say anything, but… I think it’s a bit violent…


  However, I’m glad they learned their lesson. Collectors need to follow the rules when collecting materials after all.


  For example, when collecting mushrooms, you can’t pick all the mushrooms in a colony. You need to leave some so that they can grow.


  When collecting herbs, you need to be careful not to damage the roots when picking the leaves.


  When collecting leaves from certain trees, you need to mind the location when cutting a branch so that the tree won’t wither.


  I learned about these things at Alchemy School, but it seems that Collectors usually learn from their seniors.


  Kind seniors usually teach them with words, but strict seniors teach them with fists or… kicks…


  I believe Andre-san and the other veteran Collectors in this village are kind seniors, so it looks like the young Collectors who carelessly threw away bats’ corpses didn’t want to listen to their seniors at first.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  After walking deeper into the cave for a while, the stinky smell began to turn to a different odor.


  Andre-san seemed to realize it. He snorted and wrinkled his forehead.


  「…..What is this sweet smell?」(Andre)


  「This is the smell of fruits stored by the bats. It looks like we will soon reach the innermost area.」(Sarasa)


  Ice Fang Bats usually freeze the fruits they take from the forest, bring them back to the cave and store them in the innermost part of the cave as preserved food.


  「Oh! Are you talking about the frozen fruits that the bats stored?」(Iris)


  「I heard their frozen fruits can be sold for quite a high price.」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san seemed to know about the fruits, but it looked like Andre-san and his party members didn’t know that the fruits could be sold at a high price. They were looking at each other with wide open eyes.


  「I’ve heard stories about Ice Fang Bats storing fruits in their caves, but I never knew you could sell them.」(Andre)


  「You might think that it’s weird that food stored in this filthy place can be sold, but you know, there are many people with various interests in this country.」(Sarasa)


  Honestly, I can’t imagine myself eating a fruit from this nasty place.


  「That’s right. For example, people like aristocrats like unusual things.」(Kate)


  「But not only are the frozen fruits unusual, I heard that these fruits are very delicious too!」(Iris)


  Iris-san looked very interested in eating the fruits.


  「I think you can get a lot of them around this season.」(Sarasa)


  A lot of fruits are available in the forest from late summer to autumn.


  Ice Fang Bats usually collect the fruits around that time and consume them in winter to early summer, which is now.


  It seems that the fruits are precious not because they’re simply frozen, but because they are aging during the storing period and end up tasting like vintage liquor.


  Therefore, if you pick them during autumn, they are mostly worthless.


  After listening to my explanation, Iris-san looked even more excited.


  「That means, this is the perfect time to collect the fruits, right!?」(Iris)


  「Yup.」(Sarasa)


  「Taste like liquor, huh…? I’m getting interested.」(Andre)


  「Yeah, I also want to try it if possible.」(Gil)


  「Selling them is good, but eating them also seems to be a great idea.」(Gray)


  After hearing the word “liquor”, the three men got excited somehow.


  However, this world is not that kind.


  「But be careful because most of them are probably rotten.」(Sarasa)


  「Ugeh… Is that so…?」(Andre)


  「Yep. Ice Fang Bats can eat rotten fruits so they won’t have any problem eating the rotten ones, but we humans have to be careful. If you’re lucky, you will get the ones that have aged without rotting, but if you’re unlucky, it would be the end of your stomach for the day.」(Sarasa)


  「Uwahh… So that’s why they are expensive, huh…?」(Andre)


  「Exactly. Ah, look, I think those are the fruits.」(Sarasa)


  After walking for a while, there was a huge pile of frozen fruits in front of us.


  A sweet smell drifted from there along with the rotten fruit smell.


  Because I’m using light magic to illuminate the surroundings, even without looking closely at the pile, we can tell that the ones on the surface are all rotten.


  Yup. This world is not that kind. That’s true.


  Iris-san and the others who looked excited a moment ago, now made slightly disgusted faces.


  「Eww… This is not like what I expected…」(Iris)


  「I know, right? But since there’s a pile of frozen fruits here, that means this is the innermost part of the cave, but… it seems that we can still go deeper. Instead of the innermost part of the cave, this place is more like the innermost part of the Ice Fang Bats’ habitat, it seems.」(Sarasa)


  In other words, the Ice Fang Bats around here are mostly the oldest in this cave.


  「Ah, by the way, the fruits on the surface of the pile are rotten, but I think the ones on the inside are fine. We can dig them out with our hands butー」(Sarasa)


  「Really!? Then, let’s dig them out!」(Gil)


  While I was explaining, Gil-san suddenly approached the pile of fruits and tried to dig it.


  「Wait, Gil-san! If you do thatー」(Sarasa)


  I tried to warn him, but it was too late.


  As soon as Gil-san touched the pile of fruits, the cave became noisy with bats’ screams.


  
  Chapter 25 : Business Competition Ⅱ


  As soon as the cave became noisy, many Ice Fang Bats came and tried to attack Gil-san who was trying to steal their food.


  「You idiot! Why don’t you listen to her until she finishes explaining!?」(Andre)


  「I, I’m sorry!」(Gil)


  Andre-san immediately jumped in and defended Gil-san by slashing the incoming bats with his sword.


  After being yelled at by Andre-san, Gil-san apologized, threw away the frozen fruit in his hand, pulled out his sword and helped Andre-san.


  Seeing his friends in trouble, Gray-san pulled out his sword and joined them.


  However, the bats were not only attacking the male group, they were also coming for us ladies.


  I immediately used magic to shoot the incoming bats and cut the nearby ones with my sword that I had pulled out.


  「It’s noon, right!? They should have been sleeping, right!? Why are they suddenly attacking us!?」(Iris)


  Iris-san was confused but she kept swinging her sword, attacking the incoming bats.


  「Humans suddenly came and tried to steal their food, of course they would wake up.」(Sarasa)


  「Food is a matter of life and death for animals after all.」(Kate)


  Saying that, Kate-san jumped in between me and Iris-san and prepared her bow. She left the nearby bats to us and started shooting arrows at the incoming bats that were a little farther away from us.


  「I got your point, butー Hyaa! Dammit! They’re too many!」(Iris)


  While complaining, Iris-san kept swinging her sword.


  The Ice Fang Bats’ corpses kept piling up and covering the ground around us, leaving almost no room for us to put our feet.


  However, the Ice Fang Bats didn’t stop attacking us.


  After a while, the first to run out of breath was Iris-san.


  「*Breathing heavily* Hahhh… Hahhh…. Hahh… This is bad… I’m about to reach my limit.」(Iris)


  「Iris, don’t you dare give up! Look, Store Owner-san has been working so hard using magic while swinging her sword all this time, and you want to give up and leave the rest to her!?」(Kate)


  「Look who’s talking! You’re lecturing me while taking a rest, aren’t you!? Swinging a sword for a long time is tiring, you know!? Well, I feel pathetic for losing to Store Owner-dono in terms of stamina, but…!」(Iris)


  「Geez, you two, stop fighting. Don’t worry. If you’re tired, I can strengthen my Air Wall to prevent the bats from attacking us for a while.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that possible?」(Iris)


  「Of course.」(Sarasa)


  「Come to think of it, you once used that spell to deflect Ice Fang Bats the first time we came into this cave.」(Kate)


  Originally, Air Wall was a spell to block arrows, not to block falling manure like I’ve been doing for quite a while now.


  It has enough power to deflect normal arrows, but if you have a lot of magical power like me, you can strengthen it to the level where you can even deflect Ice Fang Bats’ charge attacks.


  I didn’t strengthen this spell from the beginning because deflecting Ice Fang Bats with Air Wall will not kill them. Our purpose for coming here is to kill them, and we can’t kill them if they don’t come close to us, right?


  「So, you want me to strengthen it or not?」(Sarasa)


  「Ughh… N-No. I’m tired but I will try to keep fighting for now!」(Iris)


  「Are you sure? That’s great. I think it will be over soon, so hang in there!」(Sarasa)


  「Roger!」(Iris)


  My perception magic has a fairly wide range. I can tell there are still a ton of bats coming over here, but I feel like it will be over soon.


  Now that Iris-san had decided to keep fighting, she continued attacking the bats while watching Kate-san’s back. Kate-san also continued shooting the bats while watching Iris-san’s back. They were just fighting a moment ago, but I knew they would make up right away.


  The moment Andre-san and his party members were starting to run out of breath, the bats finally stopped coming.


  「Hahh… hahh… Is it… over…?」(Iris)


  「Yeah. At least for now.」(Sarasa)


  I nodded to Iris-san, who hung her arm that was holding her sword and looked around while breathing heavily.


  「Aaahh… my arms and fingers hurt…」(Kate)


  Kate-san took a deep breath and moved her arms around.


  She fought until she ran out of arrows and continued fighting with her dagger.


  She doesn’t look as tired as Iris-san but I’m sure she’s quite burned out.


  「Gwaaaahー! That was tough!」(Andre)


  「There were so many of them.」(Gray)


  「Aahh! I’m really tired…!」(Gil)


  「It’s because of your carelessness to begin with! I hope you reflect upon your mistake!」(Andre)


  「Y-Yes, sir! Everyone, I’m really sorry for the trouble!」(Gil)


  Gil-san put his hands together in front of his face and bowed down.


  I smiled at him and shook my head.


  「No one got injured, so it’s okay, but I hope you learn from this.」(Sarasa)


  「Thank you!」(Gil)


  If the bats kept coming, I was planning to strengthen my Air Wall and protect everyone while they were resting for a while, so the risk of us getting injured was pretty low actually.


  「By the way, Store Owner-dono, as expected, you’re really amazing! You kept using magic while swinging your sword, but you didn’t look tired at all!」(Iris)


  「Well, I used body strengthening magic, so I wasn’t that tired even though I swung my sword for a long time. My physical strength and stamina without body strengthening is actually not even close to yours, you know? And, Iris-san, you keep forgetting to call me Shinjini. Well, I won’t blame you for not calling me that when the bats were attacking, but now please don’t forget about it again.」(Sarasa)


  「O, Okay…」(Iris)


  「Aa, now that you mentioned it, I also called you Store Owner-san when the bats were attacking… I’m sorry, but… Do we really need to call you Shinjini in the first place?」(Kate)


  「Of course you do. If that merchant finds out about my true identity, it won’t be fun anymoー I mean… it will be a problem, right?」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Andre-san looked at me suspiciously.


  「Oi, Shinjini. You’re having fun aren’t you?」(Andre)


  「Eh? No, no, no. I’m just looking forward to destroying that greedy merchant’s business. It’s nothing serious.」(Sarasa)


  「Nothing serious, huh!?」(Gil)


  When I honestly said what I was thinking, Gil-san suddenly made a tsukkomi.


  


  「You see. Merchants shouldn’t do business if it’s only to make them happy. They also have to think about the people around them. My family motto is “Doing business with a sincere heart”.」(Sarasa)


  「Family motto…? Are you from a merchant family?」(Iris)


  「Yes, my parents are merchants. They died in an accident when I was little.」(Sarasa)


  「Ahh… I’m sorry to hear that.」(Iris)


  「Don’t worry about it. It’s been a long time ago, so I don’t really mind it.」(Sarasa)


  I shook my head at Iris-san who awkwardly lowered her head.


  Losing parents is a sad thing, but it’s an everyday thing for us orphans. Besides, I don’t think I was unfortunate. I made a few good friends at school and I was blessed with the unexpected encounter with my master, and thanks to that I was able to become an alchemist.


  My job is different from my parents’, but it can be said that alchemists have some similarities with merchants. That’s why I have the opportunity to achieve what my parents were aiming for, and for that purpose, I have to eliminate any obstacles that stand in my way.


  Currently, my priority is to get better as an alchemist since I’m still a novice, but I will do as best as I can to achieve my parents’ goal as long as it doesn’t affect my job.


  「Anyway, I’m glad we were able to get this many Ice Fang Bats without anyone getting hurt. Moreover, hunting bats like this can be a really good magic practice for me.」(Sarasa)


  「Now that you mentioned it, you used various spells at the same time to deal with the bats earlier.」(Kate)


  「Yep. I wanted to put what I’ve been learning into practice in actual combat.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, by the way, a part of the forest behind our store has disappeared, right? Could it be…」(Iris)


  「Disappeared? You’re exaggerating. I just used some trees as target practice.」(Sarasa)


  After the Hellfire Grizzlies attack, I consulted with Master and she told me to practice offensive magic a little more, so I started practicing in the forest at the back of my store, but of course I didn’t make it disappear in an instant. I’m not that strong, okay? I cut down the trees one by one while trying various spells.


  Of course, I didn’t waste those trees. I gave them to Geberg-san so that he could make use of them.


  However, I cleaned up the stumps with wide-ranged area of effect spells, so the ground became a little rough.


  「Actually, I wanted to try an area of effect spell too, but it would scatter the bats in all directions and it would be difficult to collect their corpses.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I’m glad you didn’t try it… Seeing all the bats’ corpses lying around here alone is enough to drive me crazy…」(Andre)


  Andre-san looked around and sighed.


  A large number of Ice Fang Bats’ corpses were lying on the ground around us.


  Because I used long range magic and Kate-san used a bow, there were some bats’ corpses lying a bit far, but they were not many compared to the ones that were lying near us. The bats’ corpses near us were piled up and made several piles up to my waist.


  「This is ridiculous… Why are there so many this time?」(Andre)


  「It’s because there were no bats running away this time. They all tried to protect their food after all.」(Sarasa)


  When you hunt Ice Fang Bats, normally the bats that are alerted will run away.


  However, our case was different. Because they thought that we were trying to steal their food, they were mad and desperately trying to drive us away.


  Even so, I have to say that we’re lucky. Many fruits can still be obtained in the forest in this season, so we ‘only’ had to deal with this many bats. If this was winter, we might have to deal with all of the Ice Fang Bats in this cave.


  「I see… So in other words, we have so many bats’ corpses to deal with because of Gil’s stupid mistake!」(Andre)


  「I know! That’s why I apologized! I will act after listening to people’s warnings from now on! I promise!」(Gil)


  「Really? Are you really going to listen to what people say from now on?」(Andre)


  「I swear I will!」(Gil)


  「Andre-san, he has apologized so you don’t need to criticize him too much. Anyway, let’s start dealing with these corpses.」(Sarasa)


  「…You’re right. There’s no point criticizing Gil anymore. So, how are we going to deal with all these piles of corpses?」(Andre)


  「Hmm….」(Sarasa)


  My original plan was to kill the Ice Fang Bats here by myself little by little while Andre-san and the others collect the corpses, take them to the entrance, collect the fangs and throw the corpses into the forest.


  However, the number of bats we have killed exceeds my expectation. This is too many.


  「How about we collect the fangs here? We can take the corpses to the entrance after that.」(Sarasa)


  After thinking for a moment, everyone nodded to me.


  「Yeah, let’s do that. Gil, do your best, will ya?」(Andre)


  「I will but there’s a limit to how many bats’ corpses I can take at once, okay?」(Gil)


  「Ah, by the way, the average weight of Ice Fang Bats around here is one kilogram, so be careful.」(Sarasa)


  「Seriously…?」(Gil)


  Most of the Ice Fang Bats that attacked us were old. Their bodies are about thirty centimeters tall, and their wings are about one meter wide when spread out.


  The Ice Fang Bats that have grown this old are rare, and that’s why their fangs are valuable.


  Selling them is great, but perhaps I should consider keeping some for myself just in case.


  「Alright. Gil, your quota is 100 corpses at a time.」(Gray)


  「Oi, Gray. It took us a few hours to get here from the entrance, and you told me to carry a hundred kilograms of bats’ corpses to the entrance? Well, it’s not that I can’t do that, but I probably can only do that twice at most for today.」(Gil)


  「Oh, Gray, that’s a good idea! There are five Collectors here. I don’t know how many bats we killed, but if we Collectors go back and forth to the entrance twice carrying the corpses while Shinjini collects the fangs, we can get rid of a thousand bats’ corpses by the end of the day.」(Andre)


  「Ehh…. It’s not an idea though…」(Gray)


  If Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san, Iris-san and Kate-san each took a hundred bats’ corpses to the entrance twice, they would be able to get rid of a thousand corpses.


  However…


  「Ah, I don’t think I can carry a hundred corpses…」(Kate)


  「Me, me neither…」(Iris)


  Even though they are Collectors, Kate-san and Iris-san are girls. Carrying one hundred kilograms is too much for them.


  「Hmm…. How about seventy five? Can you carry that many?」(Andre)


  「Umm… maybe?」(Iris)


  「If you both do it twice, you will carry a total of three hundred corpses.」(Andre)


  「Well, that’s correct, but how about the remaining one hundred?」(Iris)


  「Shinjini will carry them. She will return to the entrance with us after collecting all the fangs anyway. Shinjini, you can do it, right?」(Andre)


  「Yeah, with body strengthening magic, of course. But…」(Sarasa)


  I nodded to Andre-san, but after thinking twice about it, I think carrying all these corpses to the entrance is a bit too much for the six of us.


  「Andre-san, I don’t think we need to get rid of all these corpses today. I will hire some other Collectors tomorrow to carry them out.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? Are you sure? If you want, you can leave them all to Gil, you know? He was the one who caused all this trouble after all.」(Andre)


  「Oh, give me a break!」(Gil)


  「Ahaha… Don’t worry. They won’t rot right away so I think we can leave them for a day.」(Sarasa)


  The temperature here is colder than the outside, so I don’t think they will rot anytime soon.


  「Alright then. You saved us a lot of trouble. Anyway, shall we start collecting the fangs?」(Andre)


  「Okay. Everyone, I’m counting on you.」(Sarasa)


  「「Roger!」」


  
  Chapter 26 : Business Competition Ⅲ


  We decided to collect all the fangs today and hired other Collectors to get rid of the corpses tomorrow.


  「Anyway, shall we start collecting the fangs?」(Andre)


  「Okay. Everyone, I’m counting on you.」(Sarasa)


  「「Roger!」」


  We started collecting the fangs and put the processed corpses at the edge of the cave.


  We were working while chatting at the beginning, but eventually we ran out of topics and worked silently.


  After a while, Kate-san stood up and stretched out. She then looked around and sighed.


  「Hahh… I can’t see the end of this…」(Kate)


  「Ahaha… We unexpectedly killed too many.」(Sarasa)


  It’s been a few hours, but we haven’t even collected all fangs from bats’ corpses around our feet, so I can understand why Kate-san complained. The other members also occasionally stood up and stretched their bodies.


  Several hours later, we finally finished collecting all the fangs. I think it’s almost sunset outside. We really have been working all day in this cave.


  「「It’s overー！！！」」


  Iris-san and Kate-san shouted at the same time, while the male group exhaled with relieved expressions.


  「Good work, everyone.」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owneー Woops. I mean, Shinjini, you too. Good work.」(Iris)


  「Haha, it’s okay. It’s almost dark outside, so I think the other Collectors have returned home.」(Sarasa)


  「Sheesh… Just how many bats we have killed, really…」(Andre)


  Andre-san looked at the thousands of bat corpses we had piled up at the edge of the cave.


  Kate-san and I looked at the pile of the bat corpses too and tilted our heads.


  「I have no idea… I stopped counting after a few hundred.」(Sarasa)


  「Me too. I was too tired to keep counting…」(Kate)


  Looks like no one managed to keep counting until the end.


  「We don’t know the exact number, but there are several thousand for sure.」(Sarasa)


  「It seems so. By the way, Shinjini, how many people would you like to hire tomorrow?」(Andre)


  「Let’s see…」(Sarasa)


  Looking at all these bat corpses, I don’t think limiting the number of helpers is a good idea.


  I will make a lot of money from all these fangs, so I’m sure I will be able to pay the people.


  「Andre-san, can you ask all the people you trust? All of them. Of course, you don’t need to force them if they don’t want to.」(Sarasa)


  「Only the people I trust?」(Andre)


  「Yes. I’m hiding my identity by disguising like this, but in case they find out who I am, we can tell them to keep it a secret.」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Andre-san, Gil-san and Gray-san looked at each other and sighed at the same time.


  「The people I trust are mostly veteran Collectors, you know? And I bet they will find out who you are at the first glance.」(Andre)


  「Yeah, no one can fight with magic in this village except you.」(Gil)


  「It’s pretty obvious.」(Gray)


  「Eh…? Is that so?」(Sarasa)


  Everyone nodded.


  「Uuu… So my efforts preparing this outfit was all for nothing…?」(Sarasa)


  「N, No, not really. I don’t think hiding your face and changing the way you talk at the entrance were useless.」(Gil)


  「He’s right. I bet all the new Collectors didn’t know who you were.」(Gray)


  Ahh… In other words, all the veteran Collectors knew who I was, huh…?


  For some reason, the image of all the veteran Collectors at the entrance laughing inwardly at me popped in my head.


  「…Oh well. I will continue to act as Shinjini anyway. That aside, let’s talk about money. How about we divide the money from selling these fangs equally?」(Sarasa)


  「Ho, Hold on. If we get that much, the Collectors who will be working tomorrow will envy us.」(Andre)


  「That’s right. We’re grateful, but you just have to pay us as much as we usually earn daily. Well, you can add up a little if you want.」(Gil)


  「Besides, you were the one who killed most bats. We have no complaints.」(Gray)


  「But… Are you guys really sure?」(Sarasa)


  「Of course.」(Andre)


  「Well, if you say so. Honestly, I need money to pay the people who will get rid of the bat corpses tomorrow, so that really helps me. Thank you.」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know how many people will come tomorrow, so I need to prepare as much money as I can to pay them.


  I also want them to help me sell the fangs, so I need to prepare their commission for that as well.


  「Iris-san, Kate-san, how about you?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm, now that Andre-san and the others don’t want to get that much, we can’t just ignore their generosity and receive more money than them.」(Iris)


  「That’s right. You can pay us as much as you pay them.」(Kate)


  「Alright then. I will pay all of you three times as much as you can earn in one day. How about that?」(Sarasa)


  「Sounds good. By the way, is it really going to be okay if we leave all these bats’ corpses here today?」(Kate)


  「Yeah, there will be no problem. We will deal with them tomorrow when we have more people. Oh, right. Anyone want to bring those fruits?」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, everyone turned their gazes to the pile of fruits that caused all these troubles, and then they stared at Gil-san.


  Being stared at by everyone, Gil-san raised one hand and smiled embarrassedly.


  「U, Umm… Now that we have killed the bats here, we can take those fruits, right?」(Gil)


  「Yes, at least until the end of today because this area should be filled with other Ice Fang Bats tomorrow.」(Sarasa)


  If there are no bats in the inner area, the younger bats will come and fill the area. They move deeper and deeper as they age.


  「Oh, really? That’s nice to hear. I don’t know if I want to eat them but they can be sold at a high price, right?」(Gil)


  「Well, yeah, if there are buyers who want to buy them though. However, transporting and storing them will be difficult because they will start melting as soon as you take them out of this cave.」(Sarasa)


  The fruits won’t melt here because the inside of the cave is pretty cold.


  「Hmm, then it’s impossible for us ordinary Collectors to collect them…」(Andre)


  「Andre-san, I’m always ready to take orders to make freezers, by the way.」(Sarasa)


  It’s difficult for people who can’t use magic, especially ice magic, to take the fruits out of the cave, but they can do it if they have a portable freezer.


  「Umm… Will the money we earn from selling the frozen fruits be enough to pay for a freezer?」(Andre)


  I thought for a moment and replied to Andre-san.


  「Yeah, maybe… but like I said, if there are buyers who want to buy the fruits.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I knew it! We can’t sell them if there are no buyers after all…」(Andre)


  Ice Fang Bats’ frozen fruits are certainly difficult products to handle.


  You must keep them in a cold place all the time. Moreover, the number of people who can buy them is limited.


  It’s difficult to make money from those fruits unless you have some big merchants and aristocrats to help you.


  


  「By the way, Shinjini, you can take these fruits home even without a freezer, right?」(Andre)


  「Yeah, I can store them as well.」(Sarasa)


  「Aa! That reminds me that our freezer is empty.」(Iris)


  「It’s empty most of the time, you know?」(Sarasa)


  Iris-san smiled at me who responded to her with a slightly bitter expression. It looks like she wants me to use the freezer to store the frozen fruits.


  Lorea-chan manages most of the food-related matters in our home, but she usually stores the food in the refrigerator and doesn’t use the freezer much. She just uses the freezer to make ice cubes.


  I remember Lorea-chan said that she didn’t know what to put in the freezer.


  「Ordinary people like us have never used a freezer, so we don’t know much about them.」(Andre)


  「But they’re convenient, especially for storing meat.」(Sarasa)


  「Shinjini, people don’t usually buy a lot of meat, so they don’t really need a freezer.」(Andre)


  「Well, yeah, you have a point.」(Sarasa)


  From the Hellfire Grizzlies incident, I learned that the villagers could handle a large amount of meat without even using a freezer. At that time, the meat we got from the Hellfire Grizzlies was distributed to all the villagers, so it was quickly consumed without even having time to rot.


  Also, the amount of prey Jasper-san usually hunts is not so much that he has to use a freezer.


  Because freezers and refrigerators are not that needed in everyday life, especially in a remote village like this, they are completely treated as luxury items.


  「Drinking cold water in the summer would be nice, but a refrigerator or a freezer is not something you can easily buy.」(Andre)


  「Andre-san, don’t you have many connections with people? I can make a freezer for you. You can find some buyers who want to buy frozen fruits and pay me later after you sell the fruits. How about that?」(Sarasa)


  「Hey, do I look like a person who has rich merchant or aristocratic friends? …Iris, Kate, how about you?」(Andre)


  「Ahh, we don’t have such friends either…」(Iris)


  「Figures. Then, shall we enjoy the fruits for ourselves?」(Andre)


  「Andre-san, you sure have the courage to eat these fruits even though they look gross.」(Sarasa)


  「You can say that to Gil. I’m also a little hesitant to eat them, you know?」(Andre)


  「Hey, cut it out already! They do look gross, but they’re delicious, right? Let’s eat them!」(Gil)


  「I’m also interested. We rarely eat something like this after all.」(Gray)


  As expected from veteran Collectors. Their mentality is strong.


  Even though I know they’re delicious, I still can’t bring myself to eat something from that pile of rotten fruits.


  「Alright. Gil, Gray, let’s dig ‘em.」(Andre)


  「「Aye, sir!」」


  The three men started to dig through the pile of rotten fruits, looking for the edible ones, and as they did that, the sweet scent began to drift and filled the area.


  After digging for a while, just as I expected, we found out that only the fruits on the surface were rotten. The fruits inside were still completely frozen and looked fresh.


  「Hoo… These ones look good.」(Andre)


  「Yeah, I think these are the delicious ones!」(Gil)


  The three then started picking up the edible-looking fruits and put them in their leather bags.


  There are a lot more edible-fruits than I expected in the pile, but as long as we can carry them, I don’t think it will be a problem.


  「Please remember to only pick the ones that look edible. Ah, but don’t worry. If you eat a rotten one, you can always buy potions in my store.」(Sarasa)


  If you get an upset stomach, you can just drink potions to feel better, but still, I think eating those fruits takes courage.


  「Haha… Imagine if you got a stomach ache here. That would be really bad.」(Andre)


  「No, no. This cave is full of turds. No one can tell which ones are the bats’ and which ones are yours, so you can just take a dump here! Gaahahahaha! ……So, sorry…」(Gil)


  When Gil-san said something vulgar, us women glared at him. He then immediately apologized.


  Certainly, people probably won’t be able to tell the difference, but… Ewww… I don’t wanna think about it…


  「Girls, I’m sorry he’s ill-mannered.」(Gray)


  「Not only that. I think it’s a matter of his personality. That’s why he will never be popular with women.」(Iris)


  Iris-san replied to Gray-san, who apologized in Gil-san’s place, with a harsh reality.


  「Iris-chan, that’s not true, right!?」(Gil)


  「If you think so, then you should be more careful with your mouth when there are women around.」(Iris)


  「Uuu… I’ll be more careful…」(Gil)


  「Hahh… Why are male Collectors mostly vulgar…?」(Iris)


  「Haha. I can’t deny it.」(Andre)


  Andre-san smiled bitterly at Iris-san who sighed while crossing her arms.


  「Shinjini, you know what? Because we only have a few female Collectors in this village, beautiful Collectors like Iris and Kate are pretty popular among male Collectors.」(Andre)


  「Is that so?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, perhaps one in three male Collectors in this village have hit on them at least once.」(Andre)


  「Heeー Is that so?」(Sarasa)


  This time I asked Iris-san.


  Honestly, I was a bit surprised that they are very popular. Well, they are cute after all.


  After I asked, Iris-san sighed again. She sure sighed a lot today.


  「…Unfortunately, it’s true… Refusing those men every time is such a hassle…」(Iris)


  「You guys are pretty popular, I see.」(Sarasa)


  「We didn’t ask to be popular, okay!」(Iris)


  「Yeah, we’re not happy about it at all. How about you? Don’t you feel annoyed when there are male customers hitting on you?」(Kate)


  「A, Actually… I have never been hit on by males, so…」(Sarasa)


  「What are you guys talking about? In the first place, who dared to hit on an alchemist?」(Andre)


  「Yea, Shinjini is an elite, unlike us Collectors. On the other hand, you two are Collectors just like us. People will only hit on girls who are on equal footing with them.」(Gil)


  「Ah, now that you mentioned it, you may be right.」(Kate)


  I’m not sure if I’m lucky or not, but Iris-san and Kate-san seemed to be annoyed by guys hitting on them, so I guess I can say that I’m lucky.


  「Alright, we’ve collected all the fruits in good condition, but there are too many of them for us to enjoy by ourselves. Do we really have no way to sell them?」(Gray)


  「Hahh… I wish we had a wealthy merchant friend…」(Gil)


  「No, in the first place, we can’t transport them without a freezer.」(Andre)


  「Umm… Actually, I know a reliable person who can help.」(Sarasa)


  「Really? Shinjini, you said you were from an orphanage, right?」(Andre)


  「Yes. What’s wrong with that?」(Sarasa)


  「Do you really have a connection with a wealthy person?」(Andre)


  「Well, actuallyー」(Sarasa)


  「Aa! It must be your master, right!? Certainly, a master-class alchemist might be able to help us sell these fruits.」(Iris)


  Iris-san, who just remembered about my master, suddenly interrupted me.


  「Yes. There’s nothing I can do about these fruits, but I’m sure my master can do something.」(Sarasa)


  Actually, I can also rely on my two seniors from school, but I don’t want to disturb their training.


  Besides, it will be more efficient if I rely on Master since I can send her items instantly with the transfer device in my store.


  「Ahh, so your master is a master-class alchemist?」(Andre)


  「Yes, but I still don’t know if she will help or not, so please don’t expect too much.」(Sarasa)


  There’s the possibility that Master would refuse, saying “Nah, it’s too troublesome”. After all, she always refuses troublesome requests even if they came from aristocats.


  「I see. Even if these fruits really taste like expensive alcohol, we prefer to drink cheap alcohol and save more money, so I hope your master will help us.」(Andre)


  「Don’t worry. I’ll try to negotiate with my master later.」(Sarasa)


  Speaking of alcohol, in this village, people can only drink alcohol in Diral-san’s dining hall or buy it at Daruna-san’s general store.


  I wonder if Master can send me alcohol that can’t be obtained in this village. Perhaps I should ask her about that too.
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  By the time we left the cave, the sun had completely set.


  「Suuuー Haaaahh~~~ Finally…」(Sarasa)


  I took a deep breath as soon as I came out of the cave. It felt like it was my first time breathing clean air today.


  「We used your potion to minimize our sense of smell, but still, the smell was tough…」(Iris)


  「Well, we were at the deepest part of the cave after all. Anyway, let me put some deodorant on you. Stay still.」(Sarasa)


  I took out a bottle of deodorant from my bag and sprinkled it on all the members to remove the remaining smell on their body. After that, I sprinkled it on myself and put it back in my bag.


  「Thank you. By the way, I noticed the same thing had been placed at the entrance of the cafeteria the other day. As I thought, that was yours.」(Andre)


  「Yep. You said Diral-san hated that her cafeteria was full of stinky people lately, so I offered her deodorant. After I showed her how effective it was, she immediately put it at the entrance and said, “I’ll ban anyone who comes in without using it first!”」(Sarasa)


  At first, Diral-san wanted to pay me for the deodorant, but I refused because the Collectors in this village started going to the cave to collect Ice Fang Bats’ fangs because of me.


  I lent her the deodorant for free, but the Collectors who use it have to put the usage fee in the coin box that I’ve prepared. I will then collect the box after a while.


  「Haha! I see. Well, that’s very helpful for us but will you even make money from it?」(Andre)


  「No, I don’t think so. I’ll be in the red for sure.」(Sarasa)


  「I see…」(Andre)


  The usage fee is 3 reas. It’s pretty cheap.


  Diral-san said that she would keep an eye on the coin box so I’m sure there will be no one who uses it without paying, but people sometimes use it too much.


  Well, I don’t mind. I don’t think I will lose much money. Besides, it’s basically a free service I’m providing to the Collectors and Diral-san. After all, keeping a good relationship with neighbors is important in a small village like this.


  「Shall we go home? Oh right, before that, Andre-san, you want to bring some of these fruits home, right?」(Sarasa)


  「Well, we’d like to try some, but…」(Andre)


  「Hey, Andre, are you still worried about getting a stomach ache? We will eat them at the inn anyway. We’re gonna be fine as long as there’s a toilet.」(Gil)


  「If the pain is unbearable, you can come to my store.」(Sarasa)


  「Don’t worry. Our stomachs aren’t that weak. Still, I hope we won’t eat the rotten ones…」(Gray)


  As they said so, the three men each took two frozen fruits from the bag on my back and put them in their own leather bags.


  「They will thaw in no time, so you should eat them while they’re still fresh. I’ll keep the rest of these fruits in my freezer for now, so please tell me later after you decide if you want to sell them or eat them.」(Sarasa)


  「Okay, thanks…. Oh, right! We haven’t decided how we will divide these fruits. I feel bad because you’re the one who will store them but do you mind if we divide them equally?」(Andre)


  「I don’t mind. You guys helped me today, so you can take it as my gratitude.」(Sarasa)


  「Thank you.」(Andre)


  The magical power required to keep these fruits cold until I get home is not that much, and my freezer is empty anyway, so I don’t really mind dividing them equally.


  「Andre-san, since Iris and I didn’t help you collect the fruits, you can take some of ours.」(Kate)


  「No, no. What are you talking about? Just take what’s yours.」(Andre)


  「But…」(Iris)


  「Consider it as our gratitude for getting along with this vulgar man.」(Andre)


  「Hey, are you talking about me!? I won’t deny that I’m a bit vulgar, butー!」(Gil)


  Gil-san pointed to himself and responded to Andre-san with a dissatisfied voice.


  「Fufu. Alright then.」(Kate)


  「Thanks. We can sell them to pay our debt down a little.」(Iris)


  Kate-san and Iris-san smiled and nodded to Andre-san for his consideration.


  「Alright, let’s go home! Andre-san, Gil-san, Gray-san, thank you for today and I’ll see you again tomorrow!」(Sarasa)


  「Ou!」(Andre)


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  Starting the next day, the Collectors that Andre-san trusts joined us into the cave.


  On the first day, the Collectors helped us by carrying the thousands of bats’ corpses we hunted yesterday to the entrance while we were hunting more Ice Fang Bats.


  After they moved all the corpses to the entrance, I asked them to dig a big hole in the forest and throw all the corpses in there. If we don’t bury the corpses, I’m afraid the forest will become smelly and end up annoying other people.


  By the end of each day, I asked them to go to the merchant to sell the tremendous amount of fangs we had collected.


  Everyday, I paid them as much as they usually earn a day, plus I gave them 10% of money earned from selling the fangs for the day.


  At first, I was worried if they would steal some of the revenue, but none of them did that. I could understand why Andre-san trusts these people. They really did a good job. My worries were all for nothing.


  After a week, the number of Ice Fang Bats in the cave had significantly decreased, so I decided to stop the hunting for a while.


   


  ◇　　　　◇　　　　◇


   


  「So, how’s that merchant doing?」(Sarasa)


  I couldn’t go to the merchant’s place so I sent Iris-san and Kate-san, the people I could trust, to spy on that merchant.


  「He seemed a bit impatient, but… I’m not so sure…」(Kate)


  「I heard him mutter, “They are unexpectedly persistent”.」(Iris)


  As Kate-san tilted her head, thinking for a moment, Iris-san gave me more information.


  「Hmm… He was talking about me, right? Did he think that I would cry because I couldn’t get any Ice Fang Bats fangs anymore? I think the one who is “unexpectedly persistent” is him though.」(Sarasa)


  Looks like he doesn’t realize that the money he has been paying to the Collectors for the fangs is now in my pocket. Khu khu khu~


  I once showed the money to Lorea-chan and she almost fainted seeing such a large amount of money.


  I haven’t counted it so I don’t know how much, but I’m sure I can buy several sets of the Encyclopedia of Alchemy with this money.


  I don’t think that merchant can collect all this money to buy fangs unless he is very wealthy.


  I wonder how long he can continue spending money to buy fangs…


  Really… He is so persistent…


  


  「Store Owner-san, I think that merchant sold the tremendous amount of fangs he got recently from Collectors in another town because I don’t think he has enough money to keep buying fangs.」(Kate)


  「Kate’s probably right. I spotted that merchant leaving this village on horseback a few times.」(Iris)


  「Well, Ice Fang Bats’ fangs are small so he doesn’t need a carriage to bring them to another town after all. Khu khu khu…」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-san…? Why are you laughing?」(Kate)


  「No, I’m just so glad that it went as I expected. Fufufu~」(Sarasa)


  Thinking that my plan was going smoothly, I couldn’t help but smirk.


  「Hm? What do you mean?」(Iris)


  「Iris-san, if you were that merchant, where would you sell those tons of fangs to at least get your money back?」(Sarasa)


  「Easy. I would go to South Strugg. That’s the only nearby town after all.」(Iris)


  「Right, and then, who were you going to sell those fangs to?」(Sarasa)


  「Umm… Since ordinary people don’t normally buy Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, then I had no choice but to sell them to an alchemist.」(Iris)


  「Exactly. And one of the alchemists in South Strugg is actually my acquaintance.」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Kate, who had been listening to us, opened her eyes wide and clapped her hands once.


  「Ah! Store Owner-san, did you make contact with that acquaintance of yours before you planned all this?」(Kate)


  「Yup! In addition to our original plan to make that merchant go bankrupt, I added this plan after we confirmed that that merchant was targeting me. I told my acquaintance to buy Ice Fang Bats’ fangs from a merchant who might come in the future cheaply.」(Sarasa)


  Before we started going to the cave to hunt Ice Fang Bats, I asked Daruna-san to deliver a letter to Leonora-san.


  In the letter, I told Leonora-san that a merchant might visit her store in the future to sell tons of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, and I wanted her to buy them as cheaply as possible.


  In this way, Leonora-san can get cheap Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, and we can limit that merchant’s source of funds at the same time. That’s what you call killing two birds with one stone!


  Well, there’s another alchemist besides Leonora-san in South Strugg. It’s the deceitful alchemist who once tried to fool me. The merchant could also sell the fangs to that alchemist, but I don’t have to worry about that.


  First of all, there’s the possibility that that merchant is working for that deceitful alchemist to trouble me as his revenge for spreading bad rumors about his store.


  Even if they actually don’t have a connection to each other, I don’t think that deceitful alchemist would want to buy fangs from that merchant at a fair price.


  In other words, whether that merchant chose to sell fangs to Leonora-san or to the deceitful alchemist, he would lose money anyway.


  「I see… Store Owner-san, you’re amazing as always! Even though you’re so small, you know how to deal with bad people!」(Kate)


  「Wait, it has nothing to do with my height, right!? Besides, I’m sure I will grow taller soon!」(Sarasa)


  After I said that, Iris-san and Kate-san looked at me with warm gazes for some reason.


  「It’s hard to say but… Store Owner-san, I don’t think you can grow any taller…」(Kate)


  「Why?」(Sarasa)


  「Look. Store Owner-dono, you’re already fifteen, right? You’re small but you have reached your adult height, you know?」(Iris)


  「There are cases where girls are still growing even though they are already fifteen years old, but such cases are very rare.」(Kate)


  「But there’s still the possibility that I’m a girl with such a case, right?」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, Iris-san shook her head with a bitter smile as if she was denying my hope.


  「Well, you see. I heard that most children who grew up in orphanages have small bodies because they didn’t eat much in the orphanages.」(Iris)


  「Ughh…」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know if that’s true or not, but she’s right that we, children who grew up in orphanages, didn’t eat much.


  It’s not that the orphanage lacked food, but we usually stopped eating before we were full.


  Moreover, I didn’t work much when I was at the orphanage. I mostly used my time to study, so it felt bad to eat more than other children.


  「Store Owner-san, cheer up! You’re small but you’re cute! That’s all that matters!」(Kate)


  「That’s right! You’re small, but you have many good points!」(Iris)


  「Yeah, you don’t have to worry about your small body!」(Kate)


  「Please stop saying “small”! You’re not cheering me up! You can lightly tell me to not worry because you both have these mature bodies! Ei, ei, eeeiiiー!」(Sarasa)


  As I yelled at them, I groped their breasts.


  They’re not as big as Lorea-chan’s, but they’re very soft!


  「Say, both of you… In case you guys can’t fully pay your debt, can I have these…?」(Sarasa)


  After I said that while staring at their breasts, they immediately stepped back and covered their chests with both arms.


  「Wh, What are you planning to do with our breasts!?」(Iris)


  「Don’t tell me you’re going to use some kind of alchemy technique to remove our breasts and somehow attach them to your chest!? That’s scary!」(Kate)


  「What are you talking about? There’s no way I can do such a scary thing. I was just thinking of using them as my stress-relieving tools.」(Sarasa)


  「That sounds scary too!」(Iris)


  Seeing their scared faces, I burst into laughter.


  「Ahaha! I’m just kidding. Actually, I can just use a certain potion to get better height and body proportion, you know?」(Sarasa)


  Listening to my words, Iris-san and Kate-san exhaled as if they were relieved.


  「Hahh… You’re just joking, huh? But I never knew there were potions like that. Alchemy really is amazing!」(Iris)


  「So, why haven’t you used that potion? You can grow taller with that, right?」(Kate)


  「Well, it’s because I have no intention of using it. I can’t make those potions with my current ability, but the main reason why I don’t wanna use it is because this body is the only thing I got from my parents. It’s true that I hate being small, but I want to grow taller naturally. But, as you said, I probably can’t grow any taller though.」(Sarasa)


  When I said that with a melancholic face, they smiled at me.


  「Store Owner-dono… Even though your parents are no longer with you, you really care about them.」(Iris)


  「They died when I was a kid so honestly I don’t really remember about them, but I do think they were kind and respectable parents.」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-san, you’re truly a strong girl. Even after you lost your parents, you kept trying your hardest and eventually became an alchemist.」(Kate)


  「Indeed becoming an alchemist is any orphans’ dream, but I know it’s not easy to achieve. You have my respect, really.」(Iris)


  As I listened to them, my face somehow got hot. I felt a bit embarrassed.


  「Geez. You kept saying that I’m small earlier, but now you’re complimenting me, huh? Well, thank you, I guess…」(Sarasa)


  I made a lot of effort, but I would never become an alchemist without the help from the people who care about me.


  Master, my two seniors, my junior, and the people from the orphanage. Without their help, I wouldn’t be the person I am now.


  「Ahem! Anyway, there are still more fangs to collect, so let’s continue our plan!」(Sarasa)


  「You can leave it to us. Let’s give that merchant a good lesson!」(Iris)


  「Fufu. That merchant is really a good source of revenue. He has no idea that he has been buying fangs from us.」(Kate)


  「Khu khu khu. You’re right. Let’s keep working like this. I’m counting on both of you.」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know why but I feel like we are an evil organization or something…


  
  Chapter 28 : Final Push Ⅰ


  After asking Iris-san and Kate-san to take care of the Ice Fang Bats operation and asking Lorea-chan to take care of the store, I left the village and headed for South Strugg.


  My goal today was to have a meeting with Leonora-san and purchase some materials from her.


  As usual, I kept running while using body strengthening and reached South Strugg in less than half a day.


  「Hello, Leonora-san!」(Sarasa)


  「Sarasa, it’s been a while. Welcome! Thanks to you, I made a lot of money recently.」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san welcomed me with a big smile on her face.


  「Ah, so that merchant really came here? That’s great!」(Sarasa)


  「He did. I bought his Ice Fang Bats’ fangs as cheaply as possible. Every time he brought tons of fangs here, I lowered the purchase price little by little, fufufu~」(Leonora)


  「Hohoo~ So you made a lot of profit, eh?」(Sarasa)


  Leonora-san grinned as I asked that.


  「Yeah, like… A looott… I bought the fangs so cheaply but he kept coming to sell them. Looks like he’s really in a tough situation.」(Leonora)


  「I wonder. My concern was that he might sell his fangs to the other alchemist…」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you mean the guy who once tried to fool you? Don’t worry, he no longer has a store.」(Leonora)


  「Eh!? What happened?」(Sarasa)


  「He went bankrupt. It was probably because he didn’t get enough materials from Collectors after they found out that he had been fooling them, but actually, he went bankrupt probably because of me too.」(Leonora)


  Saying that, Leonora-san grinned again.


  「I, I see…」(Sarasa)


  I don’t know what exactly she did, but she definitely made that deceitful alchemist go bankrupt on purpose.


  Well, a bad alchemist’s bankruptcy is a good thing for the entire alchemy industry, so I don’t feel bad for him at all.


  「So you don’t need Ice Fang Bats’ fangs anymore?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, did you bring some today? I’m sorry but as you know, I have tons of them.」(Leonora)


  「Don’t worry, I brought other materials too. I also want to buy some materials from you.」(Sarasa)


  Actually, I asked the veteran Collectors who work for me to stop hunting Ice Fang Bats for the time being. I asked them to hunt for other materials instead. Of course, I paid them for that.


  Therefore, I have a lot of materials now.


  I took the materials out from my bag, lined up at the counter and began the trade with Leonora-san.


  She has prepared the materials that I might need in advance, so the trade went smoothly.


  「You really know what I need! Thank you!」(Sarasa)


  Leonora-san smiled when I thanked her.


  「Fufu. You’re welcome. People rarely order artifacts in your village, right? That’s why I thought that you might need materials for completing the Encyclopedia of Alchemy, and judging from your rank, I thought the materials you need were probably the ones to make artifacts in volume 4 and 5. Other than that, I’ve also prepared materials for you to make potions for the villagers.」(Leonora)


  「Un! Leonora-san, you’re awesome! I know I can rely on a veteran alchemist like you!」(Sarasa)


  I’m grateful to Leonora-san. Thanks to her now I can make progress on my Encyclopedia of Alchemy.


  「Ahaha! You’re complimenting me too much! I’ve been an alchemist way longer than you after all. I’m not a master class alchemist like your master, but I’m quite confident in my skills!」(Leonora)


  「It makes me feel relieved knowing that there’s a reliable senior in the nearby town.」(Sarasa)


  「Fufu. You can rely on me anytime, but I think you should talk to your master first when you have a problem.」(Leonora)


  「Well, she will help me if I ask, but the thing is, I have been relying on her too much. Moreover, I declined her offer to work at her store, so I decided to not rely on her unless I have to.」(Sarasa)


  「Hm? Wait a minute… Did you say you declined your master’s offer to work at her store!?」(Leonora)


  「Y-Yes… Did I never tell you?」(Sarasa)


  「So you chose to open your own store in that remote village instead of working at the famous Ophelia-sama’s store!?」(Leonora)


  「I did… Ahaha…」(Sarasa)


  Leonora-san pushed her palm against her forehead and sighed.


  「Hahh… If I were you, I would have said OK no matter what. If you work for a master-class alchemist, you will be guaranteed a stable financial situation, you know?」(Leonora)


  「I know, but I wouldn’t be able to gain more experience if I worked for her. Ah, I’m not talking about experience as an alchemist, I’m talking about… Umm… life experience…?」(Sarasa)


  「So in other words, you want to be independent?」(Leonora)


  「Yup!」(Sarasa)


  「Hee… You’re quite mature for a young girl. I wonder if the disciples of master class alchemists are mostly like you.」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san stared at me in awe for some reason.


  「Anyway, Sarasa, why don’t you stay here today? Actually, I did some investigation about the merchant who is targeting you. I want to talk with you about that.」(Leonora)


  「Really? Then there’s no reason to decline.」(Sarasa)


  「It’s decided then! By the way, you haven’t had lunch yet, have you?」(Leonora)


  「I haven’t. I was planning to have lunch before going to your store, but I got to this town too early.」(Sarasa)


  Because I left the village in the morning, I arrived at South Strugg before noon. It was too early for lunch so I decided to go to this store first.


  「Alright. We can eat outside, but… Wait a sec.」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san thought for a moment and opened the door behind the counter.


  「Do we have lunch for three peopleー?」(Leonora)


  「ーーWe haveー」(?)


  After a short pause, someone in the back replied to Leonora-san.


  Leonora-san then turned around and smiled at me.


  「Wanna eat here? In terms of cooking, she may not be as good as Ophelia-sama’s employee you once told me about, Maria, was it? But my employee’s food is quite delicious, you know?」(Leonora)


  「Haha. Alright then!」(Sarasa)


  


  After Leonora-san guided me to the back of her store, I saw a woman of the same age as her arranging food on the table.


  I bowed to her and introduced myself.


  「My name is Sarasa. Nice to meet you.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, you don’t have to be so polite. I’m Filione. As you can see, I’m Nora’s… I mean, Leonora’s employee. I manage her store, do chores and sometimes cook for her.」(Filione)


  The woman, Filione-san, waved her hand lightly and smiled at me as she introduced herself.


  「Come. You can sit here.」(Filione)


  Filione-san then showed me my chair.


  「I’m sorry for coming all of a sudden. Am I troubling you?」(Sarasa)


  「No, not at all. Nora earned a lot of money recently thanks to you, so please don’t worry about it.」(Filione)


  As I sat down, Filione-san lined up the bread, soup, sautéed chicken and vegetable stir fry with egg on the table.


  Generally speaking, it’s quite a feast for me, especially the eggs, because we don’t have them in the village.


  「Your dishes look fantastic!」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so? I’ll be glad if you like the taste too. Let’s eat before it gets cold. Nora, please come and sit down.」(Filione)


  「Okay~ Alright then, let’s eat. I hope you like it.」(Leonora)


  「I’m sure I will.」(Sarasa)


  First, I tried the soup.


  I scooped up the soup with my spoon and took a sip.


  Hmm… It originally has a simple taste, but the vegetables and the juice from the meat makes the taste richer.


  After taking a bite of bread, next, I tried the vegetable stir fry with egg.


  Actually, it’s a fairly high-class dish.


  The egg melted as I chewed the vegetables, and then they were sofly mixed together inside my mouth. This is really good.


  If Maria-san was like a professional cook, then Filione-san was like a mother that was good at cooking.


  「How’s my cook’s food? It’s pretty good, don’t you think?」(Leonora)


  「Yes, it’s very good! I’m glad I didn’t eat at a restaurant somewhere.」(Sarasa)


  「Hey, Nora, I’m originally not your cook, okay? …By the way, this girl is the young alchemist you told me about, right? She’s a cute, good girl just like you said.」(Filione)


  「Right!? That’s why we need to protect her!」(Leonora)


  「Eh? Do I need to be protected?」(Sarasa)


  When I asked that, Leonora-san scratched her head and smiled wryly.


  「Well, a girl like you makes me worried. I keep thinking about what would happen if you stay in a weird inn with weird people.」(Leonora)


  「Ahaha… So that’s why you let me stay overnight here the first time I came here.」(Sarasa)


  I didn’t have the strength to go back and forth from my village to this town in a single day back then, so I spent the night here.


  「Come to think of it, I didn’t meet Filione-san that time.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I had something to do, so I was away from the store. Did Nora give you weird food as dinner back then?」(Filione)


  「Ahaha… No, but her food tasted kinda bland, to be honest.」(Sarasa)


  「I knew it. Sorry about that. Nora is not good at cooking.」(Filione)


  Listening to our conversation, Leonora-san pouted.


  「Hey, Fii, you said too much… Well, I know I’m not good at cooking. That’s why I’m grateful to you for cooking for me every day.」(Leonora)


  「Hahh… I understand that you want to focus on your alchemy work, but can you at least do chores or something sometimes?」(Filione)


  「No, I don’t want to! Doing chores is just a waste of time. That’s why I hired you.」(Leonora)


  As Leonora-san shook her head while saying that, Filione-san lowered her eyebrows.


  「I’m pretty sure you hired me to manage your store though… I can always quit anytime, you know?」(Filione)


  「No, please! I’m sorry! Please don’t leave me alone!」(Leonora)


  While begging like that, Leonora-san clung to Filione-san’s waist.


  「Seeshh… Sarasa-chan, I’m sorry you have a childish senior like this.」(Filione)


  「A, Ahaha… Leonora-san is a reliable person actually. By the way, have you known each other for a long time?」(Sarasa)


  「Unfortunately, yes.」(Filione)


  「Fii, what do you mean by “unfortunately”!? …Well, I hired her not long after I opened my store, so we’ve known each other for about…. ten years, I believe.」(Leonora)


  「I see…」(Sarasa)


  Master and Maria-san have known each other for a long time too.


  I hope my relationship with Lorea-chan will be like theirs too in the future.


  「Actually, I also hired someone I trust to take care of my store. She helps me a lot.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. After all, we normally won’t have enough time to do everything by ourselves after opening a store so it’s best to hire someone. We’re lucky that we found someone we could trust. If I didn’t hire Fii, I would never be able to spend time on my workshop.」(Leonora)


  「You’re right. I can focus on completing the Encyclopedia of Alchemy in my workshop because someone takes care of my store. I can also leave my store like this anytime.」(Sarasa)


  「Exactly. But my Fii is convenient. Other than managing my store, she does the chores and cooks for me too!」(Leonora)


  Leonora-san talked as if she was boasting about Filione-san.


  「Hahh….. I was hired as a clerk, but I ended up becoming her cook and her household assistant before I realized it… Nora doesn’t want to do anything troublesome after all…」(Filione)


  「Ehehe… Sorry about that, but I’m grateful to you, really! …But hiring a person who gets along too well with you is actually a problem too.」(Leonora)


  「Eh? What do you mean?」(Sarasa)


  If your employee gets along very well with you, I think your store will run well though.


  「Umm, it’s hard to explain, but you will eventually think, “Is it okay if we keep doing this?”」(Leonora)


  「Yeah, and as a result, Nora keeps growing old without getting married.」(Filione)


  「Hey, look who’s talking!?」(Leonora)


  「That’s why, Sarasa-chan, you need to be careful. Your chance to get married in the future will slip away the moment you think it’s convenient to have someone who helps you with everything.」(Filione)


  「O… Okay…」(Sarasa)


  I’m sorry, Filione-san. I feel like that chance has already slipped away…


  「However, hiring a person who doesn’t get along with you is not good either.」(Leonora)


  People who don’t go well with you usually won’t last until they remember their work and become a full-fledged employee.


  「If you can’t hire either of them, what should you do then?」(Sarasa)


  「The ideal way is to leave your shop to your employee and do everything else by yourself, but…」(Leonora)


  「Unfortunately, it’s impossible for Nora. Once she starts doing something at her workshop, she often forgets to eat and sleep.」(Filione)


  「It can’t be helped, right? I think most alchemists are like me. Sarasa-chan, you sometimes lose track of time when you’re working at your workshop too, right?」(Leonora)


  「Actually… Yes…」(Sarasa)


  「See?」(Leonora)


  「Hahh…. But, Sarasa-chan, please be careful not to rely too much on your employee and end up like this person.」(Filione)


  「Hey, what do you mean by that!?」(Leonora)


  「Ahaha… Okay, I’ll be careful.」(Sarasa)


  
  Chapter 29 : Final Push Ⅱ


  After the meal was over, and after Filione-san headed to the store area, Leonora-san and I talked about the merchant.


  「Alright, let’s talk about that merchant.」(Leonora)


  「Okay. I’m listening.」(Sarasa)


  「But… I feel like this is going to take a while, so let me grab drinks for us. Are you okay with ice tea?」(Leonora)


  「Yes, please.」(Sarasa)


  After I nodded to her, Leonora-san opened her refrigerator and took out a teapot.


  She then grabbed two empty cups, poured the tea into the cups and handed me one.


  Unlike the Suya tea that I often drink these days, this is a light brown fragrant tea.


  I have never drank this tea before, but this is not bad at all.


  「Mmm~ This is good. I knew you had a refrigerator.」(Sarasa)


  「The one who made this tea was Fii, by the way. And of course I have a refrigerator. I think most alchemists have at least one refrigerator in their store. Anyone aiming to be a better alchemist will make one at some point. You have made one too, right?」(Leonora)


  「Yup.」(Sarasa)


  「It will be great if we can sell it, but if we can’t, we can just use it ourselves. Sarasa, I bet you can’t sell any refrigerators in your village.」(Leonora)


  「Yeah, I can’t, so I just made one along with a freezer for my kitchen.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, so you also made a freezer. I don’t think it’s useful except in the summer though.」(Leonora)


  「Well, you’re right, but I’m currently using it for storing Ice Fang Bats’ frozen fruits.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? You collected those fruits? Come to think of it, this may be a good season to collect them.」(Leonora)


  「The Ice Fang Bats in the cave near my village hadn’t been hunted for a very long time, so their number was quite large. As a result, we got a lot of frozen fruits… Do you want me to bring some next time?」(Sarasa)


  「Are you sure? Those fruits are very valuable, right?」(Leonora)


  「I don’t mind. I’m not very interested in them. Besides, we’re having a problem finding buyers, so I’m planning to ask my master for help.」(Sarasa)


  For the time being, I’m storing the fruits in my freezer.


  I was thinking of eating them at least one, but Andre-san, Gil-san and Gray-san, who brought home some of them and tried them at the inn, said, “It’s decently delicious.”, “I think normal wine is more delicious”, “It has a high-class taste, but there’s nothing special about it”. After that, they asked me to just sell the rest of their frozen fruits in my freezer.


  「I see. Then, can I have some? I’ve never eaten one, so this may become a conversation topic when I have a talk with people.」(Leonora)


  「Alright, I’ll bring you some the next time I come, but it might take a while. Are you okay with that?」(Sarasa)


  「I don’t mind. I’ll be waiting for you.」(Leonora)


  I can’t ask Daruna-san to deliver the frozen fruits because they will melt on the way, so I have no choice but to deliver them myself while keeping them cold with my magic.


  After talking about some other things for a moment, we started talking about the main topic.


  「First of all, that merchant’s name is Yok Baal. He is a quite successful merchant, and he actually has a store here in South Strugg.」(Leonora)


  Apparently, he is not an overly wealthy merchant, but he is not a small merchant either.


  That’s why Leonora-san could get the information about him relatively easily.


  「The products he sells are alchemy-related materials, artifacts and potions.」(Leonora)


  「Eh? So he also sells potions?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah. That’s the problem.」(Leonora)


  There are some materials that do not deteriorate much even if they are not processed by alchemists, so merchants can store them without a problem. There are also cases where alchemists asked merchants to handle their processed materials so they don’t have to store all of them and make their storage full.


  Merchants also sell artifacts from alchemists sometimes. Normally they sell the ones whose functions are easy to understand, so that people can buy them without worrying about getting scammed. For example, I entrust the Cooling Hats I made to Daruna-san and Gretz-san for them to sell.


  However, potions are different.


  People won’t know the effects of potions just by looking at them. Moreover, potions have expiration dates, and their effects might change depending on the storage condition.


  Normally, people will use potions when they need them, so they will store their potions for a while at their home or in their pockets.


  Therefore, if their potions turn out to have no effect or have a strange effect, the merchants selling the potions can just say, “It’s because you stored it wrong”, making the customers hesitate to complain.


  That’s why purchasing a potion from someone who isn’t an alchemist is quite risky. Besides, it is quite difficult for ordinary merchants to handle potions as products to sell.


  「Hmm… Where does he buy potions from? Does he have alchemists who back him up? I’m also curious about how he sells his potions…」(Sarasa)


  「No. He is probably using alchemists who have debtsー No, who were forced into debt with him with pretty unreasonable means.」(Leonora)


  「So in other words, he framed alchemists to make them owe him money?」(Sarasa)


  When I asked that with a curious face, Leonora-san nodded. I could feel a little bit of anger in her bitter expression.


  「Yeah, something like that. It seems like those alchemists were entrapped by his scheme.」(Leonora)


  「That’s horrible… Why hasn’t the government caught him yet?」(Sarasa)


  「As far as I can tell, his act is indeed malicious, but it’s not clearly illegal. It’s hard to explain but you know what I mean, right?」(Leonora)


  「Yes…」(Sarasa)


  She has a point…


  What he has been doing in my village is close to that, and there’s probably no point in reporting him to the feudal lord of this territory.


  「Also, it seems like he only targets novice alchemists…」(Leonora)


  「Because novice alchemists are inexperienced and easy to deceive?」(Sarasa)


  「Probably. Normally, you won’t have much money after you open a store, right? Moreover, alchemy costs a lot of money, so even a small mistake will hurt novice alchemists financially. That’s probably why he thinks that novice alchemists are easy prey.」(Leonora)


  「You may be right… What a terrible person…」(Sarasa)


  


  As an alchemist, if you are asked to make an artifact, first, you need to prepare the materials needed. Normally, you will collect them yourself if possible, but if you can’t, you have no choice but to buy them from Collectors.


  It’s fine if you accept the requests to make simple artifacts, but if you are overconfident and accept the request to make difficult ones, you may suffer the risk of losing all the materials if you fail in the process.


  If you have money, you can buy the materials and try it again. You will probably have almost no profit, but the request can be fulfilled.


  However, what if you don’t have money?


  If you don’t have money and you fail in processing the materials, you can either give up and decline the request, or borrow money from someone and try it again.


  If you choose to borrow money, only the debt will remain if you fail again.


  「Sarasa, you will think that it can’t be helped if you fail because of your own carelessness, right? But, what if you fail because someone planned it?」(Leonora)


  「Hmm…」(Sarasa)


  「For example, you have to make an artifact but you don’t have much money at the time, but then a merchant who sells the necessary materials at a very cheap price appears. What will you do?」(Leonora)


  「Well, I will buy the necessary materials from that merchant for sure.」(Sarasa)


  「Right. But what if that merchant did something with the materials so that you would easily fail in processing them?」(Leonora)


  「…That would be awful….」(Sarasa)


  「Right?」(Leonora)


  I see…


  I don’t know the alchemists that Yok Baal tricked, but they are all novice alchemists like me, right?


  Yok Baal… That wicked merchant is unforgivable…!


  「So this time, he is targeting me, huh…?」(Sarasa)


  「Most likely. You look like easy prey for those kinds of people after all.」(Leonora)


  「Yeah… I’m aware of it…」(Sarasa)


  It hasn’t been long since I graduated from the alchemist training school, so I still don’t have much experience.


  Moreover, I open a cheap store in this rural village and sell cheap goods.


  Yup. I look like easy prey who is easy to deceive for sure…


  「But unfortunately for him, he chose the wrong target this time. He completely has no idea what will happen if he makes you angry!」(Leonora)


  「Umm… Leonora-san, you make it sound like I’m the villain here…」(Sarasa)


  「Ahaha! I’m sorry, that’s not what I mean. I mean you’re terrifying as an enemy.」(Leonora)


  「Is that so? I’m just a novice with little experience though. I’m still a fledgling.」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, Leonora-san glared at me.


  「Look. A fledgling will never think to strike back at a bad merchant and make a plan to make them go bankrupt by involving another alchemist.」(Leonora)


  「Ahaha… 」(Sarasa)


  「By the way, do you have any other alchemists in other towns helping you?」(Leonora)


  「Nope, because I believed that you would distribute the fangs you bought from that merchant to other towns anyway.」(Sarasa)


  Other than Leonora-san, I actually asked Gretz-san to help me with this matter. I handed him some Ice Fang Bats’ fangs and told him to sell them cheaply in other towns.


  「Hee, you’re so well prepared, I see. Well, of course I distributed those fangs to other towns. Thanks to that, the market price for Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in this region keeps dropping.」(Leonora)


  「My oh my, I pity those fools who have been hoarding Ice Fang Bats’ fangs~ They won’t be able to sell them at a normal price~ Khu khu khu~」(Sarasa)


  When I smirked, Leonora-san shook her head and smiled bitterly.


  「You’re talking about Yok Baal, right? You really have no mercy… Also, you didn’t want to be called a villain, but you’re laughing like a villain, you know? Honestly, that freaks me out a little.」(Leonora)


  「I, Is that so…?」(Sarasa)


  「Hahh… But to be honest, I’m glad that you decided to strike back. Do you remember that the fangs were quite pricey a while ago? It was probably because of him.」(Leonora)


  「Ah, so he started to make a move way back then?」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, most likely.」(Leonora)


  At that time, I just started selling the fangsー No, to be exact, selling Cooling Hats, the artifacts that were made using Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. That’s probably why Yok Baal came to my village.


  「If a merchant who ignores the code of conduct manipulates the market price of alchemy related materials, it will be a big problem for us alchemists.」(Leonora)


  「Yes, you’re right. Those kinds of merchants only care about profit.」(Sarasa)


  As good people, we have to follow the rules. Those who don’t want to are bad people, and most of them only care about themselves.


  「Right? That’s why, I want to make Yok Baal go bankrupt for good. Let’s do it together, Sarasa!」(Leonora)


  「Yes, let’s do it! I’m sure we can defeat that merchant if we work together.」(Sarasa)


  Evil merchants should be annihilated! There’s no mercy for those kinds of people!


   


  ***


   


  After that, Leonora-san and I exchanged our ideas and minds to predict the opponent’s next moves and built a plan to make sure he will go bankrupt.


  We then decided how we would execute the plan and determined our tasks.


  「Hooー As expected from a veteran. You noticed everything I didn’t notice!」(Sarasa)


  「No, no. You’re pretty clever as well. Too clever for a girl your age even.」(Leonora)


  「Ehehe… Thank you. I hope everything will go as planned.」(Sarasa)


  「Nah, I don’t think you need to worry about that.」(Leonora)


  「Haha. You’re right.」(Sarasa)


  Even at this point, our victory is almost certain with this plan.


  After enacting this plan, all we have to do is to wait until Yok Baal goes bankrupt. How long it will take depends on his greediness though, but we will surely win at some point.


  「This is gonna be interesting. Khu khu khu~」(Sarasa)


  「Yeah, you’re right. I can’t wait to execute our plan. Khu khu khu~」(Leonora)


  When we both smirked like villains, Filione-san entered the room.


  「What is this…? The secret meeting of an evil organization…?」(Filione)


  
  Chapter 30 : Final Push Ⅲ


  -The next day-


  After having breakfast prepared by Filione-san, I left the town of South Strugg in the morning and returned to my village.


  However, when I was about to reach the village, about ten men suddenly appeared from the bushes and stood in my way.


  「Y-You, stop right there!」(bandit A)


  They seemed to be bandits since they were holding weapons in their hands, so I decided to stop.


  As I stopped running, for some reason, the bandits exhaled as if they were a little relieved.


  「N-Nice, nice. Good girl.」(bandit A)


  「Who are you people? I’m busy, so tell me what you want already.」(Sarasa)


  「Huuhh!? Do you even understand what situation you are in!?」(bandit A)


  「Gyahaha! So this cocky brat is our target, huh!?」(bandit B)


  「Gehehehe! I never thought it would be an easy job!」(bandit C)


  Yup. They are underestimating me because I’m a little girl. Well, I think that’s natural.


  「Heeー Are you sure you want to attack an alchemist?」(Sarasa)


  「An alchemist? So what!? All those nerds can do is make potions and weird tools!」(bandit A)


  「Gyahaha! You people are the same as aristocrats who can’t do anything without escorts!」(bandit B)


  I gave them a warning but they made fun of alchemists in return.


  Their ignorance made me let out a big sigh.


  「Haahh….. Why do most people think of alchemists that way? Really…」(Sarasa)


  「Huh? What is she talking about?」(bandit A)


  「Gyahaha! That kind of bluff doesn’t work against us!」(bandit B)


  「Stop talking and give us all your money already! We will spare your life… Only your life… Muhehehe~」(bandit D)


  「Oi, oi. Don’t tell me you like this kind of flat-chested girl. Gehehehe!」(bandit C)


  「Flat… chested… you say…..? 『Force Bullet』！」(Sarasa)


  「Ghー!!!」(bandit C)


  Along with my shout, the bandit with a vulgar smile was blown away and fell to the ground. As he hit the ground he rolled about ten meters away on the ground and stopped moving. He was probably dead.


  「「「……………..」」」(bandits)


  The other bandits were shocked. They looked at their friend who was lying on the ground with their eyes and mouths open wide.


  「Don’t you guys know? Some alchemists can use magic like that.」(Sarasa)


  [image: 00020]

  When I said that while smirking, the bandits came to their senses and held their weapons tightly.


  「Kill that bitch! She won’t be able to use magic if we disturb her concentration!」(bandit A)


  「Attacking me at once, huh? That’s not a bad idea, butーー『Force Bullet』！I can use magic while dodging. Too bad for you.」(Sarasa)


  The difference in speed is obvious. I’m way faster than them.


  If they are smart, they wouldn’t have stopped me after seeing how fast I was running earlier. Well, they wouldn’t be bandits if they were smart in the first place though.


  I kept shooting force bullets while dodging their attacks, and after a few minutes, I was able to defeat half of them.


  At that moment, the remaining bandits decided to give up. They threw away their weapons and kneeled before me.


  「W-Wait! Please wait! L-Let’s make a deal!」(bandit A)


  I stopped moving and looked down at them


  「What deal?」(Sarasa)


  「We were just hired by someone! Please let us go!」(bandit A)


  「Huuh? That’s not how a deal works. What benefit do I get for letting you go?」(Sarasa)


  「I-I will tell you who sent us! It was a merchant!」(bandit A)


  「A merchant, huh? It doesn’t matter. I don’t think your testimony will be helpful for me to catch that merchant anyway.」(Sarasa)


  If someone hired bad people to do bad things for them, they would normally prepare an escape plan so they didn’t get caught.


  Also, there’s the possibility that the hired people would give false testimony, so you can’t trust any of them anyway.


  「Th, Then, we will give you all our money, so please let us go!」(bandit A)


  「Why do I have to let you go? I can just take away your money after I kill all of you.」(Sarasa)


  「「「EEEEHHHH!?」」」(bandits)


  The bandits screamed at once with scared faces.


  I have no intention to let them go from the beginning. They have been robbing and killing people, but when they’re about to be killed themselves, they want to be let free? No, no, no. This world is not that kind, okay? Especially for bad people like them!


  「Y-You can’t be serious, right…?」(bandit A)


  「I’m sorry, but I was told to get rid of all the bandits I encountered on the way. If I don’t do it, you will attack other people.」(Sarasa)


  Bandits are nothing but pests, especially for merchants. Not only do they rob you, they don’t hesitate to kill you.


  For strong merchants, killing bandits while moving from town to town is like a part of their job.


  When I was a child, I remember my dad said, “Stealing things that people earn after working so hard is unforgivable!”


  I also remember that many of my dad’s merchant friends were killed by bandits.


  In other words, getting rid of bandits helps people, and I will do it in the name of justice!


  「Do you guys have any last words? No? Alright then. Good night~」(Sarasa)


  「「「HIIIIIIYYYYYYー！！！」」」(bandits)


   


  ***


   


  They said they would give me all their money, begging to let them go, but they only had five thousand reas.


  「Hahh… What a sad bandit group…」(Sarasa)


  I took trouble to bury their bodies but I don’t think five thousand reas was enough to pay for my effort.


  Well, I didn’t bury them for money though. I buried them so that other people can pass this road without feeling sick from seeing corpses.


  Not only did I collect their money, I also collected some of their weapons that still looked good. I will give them to Jizdo-san, the blacksmith, as a gift.


  「Alright… It’s time to go.」(Sarasa)


  After confirming that everything looks good, I started running again.


  After running for a while, I saw a rather fat man standing near the entrance to the village


  I have never met Yok Baal in person, but that man is most likely him. His appearance matched the description of Yok Baal I heard from Iris-san and Kate-san.


  As soon as he saw me, that man approached me and called out to me with a somewhat confused face.


  「Y-You…! Are you alright?」(Yok Baal)


  「Me? I’m alright. What’s the matter?」(Sarasa)


  「N-No… It’s just… M-My friend told me that he saw a group of bandits near this road, so… 」(Yok Baal)


  「Aah, I see, I see. We don’t know each other, but thank you for your concern.」(Sarasa)


  Seeing me completely unharmed, the man made a bitter face for a second, and then smiled again.


  「D-Don’t worry about it. You are the alchemist in this village, right?」(Yok Baal)


  「Yes, I’m Sarasa. I’ve heard that a merchant is staying in this village. Are you by any chance…」(Sarasa)


  「Yes, I’m that merchant. I-I’m sorry for being late to introduce myself. My name is Yok Baal. Please call me Yok.」(Yok Baal)


  「Okay. Yok-san, nice to meet you.」(Sarasa)


  「Nice to meet you too… So… Were you attacked by those bandits…?」(Yok Baal)


  「Yes, they attacked me, but we made a deal.」(Sarasa)


  When I said that, Yok Baal looked more confused.


  「E, Ehh…? Made a deal with bandits…? What kind of deal?」(Yok Baal)


  「I told them to go away.」(Sarasa)


  「That’s it? But I don’t think they would obediently do as you said…」(Yok Baal)


  「Nope. They really went away… To the afterlife though.」(Sarasa)


  When I smiled as I said that, Yok Baal’s expression was distorted for a second.


  「E, Eh…? Did you… Ahh… I-I see… Then that means there will be no more bandits in this area, right? Ahh, w-what a relief… Th, Thank you.」(Yok Baal)


  「No problem~」(Sarasa)


  「I never knew you were so strong…」(Yok Baal)


  「No one can tell from my appearance after all. Hahaha.」(Sarasa)


  「A… Ahahahaha… You’re right…」(Yok Baal)


  Why can he laugh like that? I knew you sent those bandits, you hypocrite!


  I don’t think he is a clever person since he can’t hide his nervousness.


  「…By the way, Sarasa-san… Are you currently in need of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs? Actually, I have a lot of them. I can sell them to you if you want.」(Yok Baal)


  「Oh, really? I still have a few fangs in my storage, but I will buy some when I run out of them.」(Sarasa)


  Yok Baal’s expression shined after I said that.


  I have to say that he has a strong tenacity for not giving up after his plan to harm me with bandits failed.


  I’m honestly glad that he is not giving up yet. After all, the plan that Leonora-san and I built would be wasted if he gave up now.


  「Please let me know if you need the fangs. You can always buy them from me.」(Yok Baal)


  「Yes, I will… Soon enough~」(Sarasa)


  Khu khu khu. Let’s see how many more days he can stay in this village~


   


   


  TL : I was surprised when Sarasa killed those bandits, but bandits seem to be treated as pests in this world, so what Sarasa killed were not humans but pests.


  
  Chapter 31 : Cleaning Up Ⅰ


  「I’m home~」(Sarasa)


  「Welcome home, Sarasa-san.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan welcomed me when I got home.


  Right after, Iris-san and Kate-san came out from the back room. They are not working because I asked them to stay at home before I left for South Strugg yesterday just in case Yok Baal sent people to attack my store.


  「Store Owner-san, welcome back.」(Kate)


  「So, how was it?」(Iris)


  Iris-san asked me with a somewhat excited face.


  「I can say our plan is going well. That merchant seems to be in a panic. He even sent a group of bandits to attack me on my way home.」(Sarasa)


  「He sent bandits!? That jerk… Did they hurt yー No. I bet they couldn’t do anything to you.」(Kate)


  「It’s hard to imagine Store Owner-dono getting hurt by mere bandits.」(Iris)


  「Uhh… What is this lonely feeling…? No one worries about me…?」(Sarasa)


  「But that’s true, right?」(Kate)


  「Well, yeah… Lorea-chan, there are no more bandits in this area, so you don’t need to worry about Daruna-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Thank you, Sarasa-san! My dad will surely be happy to hear that!」(Lorea)


  Originally, the area between this village and South Strugg is relatively safe thanks to the feudal lord’s army who actively hunts the bandits in this region. Moreover, there are many Collectors in this area, and attacking them will be very risky for bandits.


  「But honestly, I’m quite surprised that that merchant hasn’t given up yet.」(Kate)


  「Well, I guess he just can’t stop. He has spent a lot of money after all. Well, if he keeps going, he will surely go bankrupt though.」(Iris)


  「Actually, that’s what I’m aiming for. By the way, he looked so happy when I told him that I was running low on Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. Phu phu!」(Sarasa)


  When I laughed with a mischievous face, Lorea-chan looked at me with a bitter smile.


  「Ahaha… In truth, we still have tons of them, right?」(Lorea)


  「Yup. If I use them for myself, I think it will last for ten years.」(Sarasa)


  Of course, by “use them for myself”, I mean use them to make Cooling Hats and other stuff.


  In other words, no matter what that merchant is doing, the industry of the Cooling Hats in this village is safe. The villagers can keep making hats without any problem.


  「So that means that merchant is completely dancing in the palm of your hand, huh? I feel a little sorry for him.」(Iris)


  「Iris-san, that makes it sound like I’m the bad guy… It’s not just me. Leonora-san is also involved, okay?」(Sarasa)


  After that, I told Iris-san and the others what Leonora-san told me about Yok Baal. In addition, I also told them about the plan Leonora-san and I came up with last night.


  「ーTherefore, Leonora-san and I agreed to ruin that merchant’s business. We can’t let that kind of person do whatever they want.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… So he is trying to force you into debt with him… He even sent bandits to hurt you… Alright, let’s ruin his businessー No. Let’s ruin his life!」(Iris)


  「Yeah. No need to be merciful toward him.」(Kate)


  「What a terrible person! What he has been doing is unforgivable!」(Lorea)


  Looks like I have support from these three.


  「Of course, that’s my plan from the beginning after all.」(Sarasa)


   


  ***


   


  Ten days later, a fat man visited my store.


  「Welcome. Ah, Yok Baal, was it? How can I help you?」(Sarasa)


  Yup. That fat man is the man in question. Yok Baal.


  Actually, I was expecting him to visit my store sooner or later. That’s why I’m watching over the store today in Lorea-chan’s stead.


  「Hello, Sarasa-san. You said you were running out of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs, so I was wondering if you need them now.」(Yok Baal)


  「Ahh, you remembered? Thank you for your concern, but don’t worry. I bought Ice Fang Bats’ fangs from my acquaintance cheaply the other day.」(Sarasa)


  I replied to him with a smile, but he returned my smile with a fierce look.


  「…Is your acquaintance the alchemist in South Strugg?」(Yok Baal)


  「Yup. Do you know her? Sometimes I visit South Strugg since it’s the closest town from this village.」(Sarasa)


  「B, But if you purchase a lot of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs from that town, it will be difficult to transport them to this village, right? But if you purchase them from meー」(Yok Baal)


  「ーNo, I usually buy other materials too, not only Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. The fangs are just an extra. After all, I don’t need many of them for my store.」(Sarasa)


  「I… I see…」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal looked so disappointed.


  Nice, it seems like he is about to reach his limit.


  Actually, I’ve heard from Leonora-san that if Yok Baal doesn’t get a certain amount of money by tomorrow, he will be in serious trouble.


  I wonder where Leonora-san got such information… She seemed to know a lot of underground information…


  「Actually, I’m thinking about leaving this village soon…」(Yok Baal)


  「Is that so? That’s unfortunate. Thanks to a merchant like you, this village became more lively.」(Sarasa)


  「Hahaha… Well, I also have other business in other towns after all…」(Yok Baal)


  So he’s trying to keep the loss as minimal as possible by leaving this village. Finally… Well, I think it’s too late though.


  「So… If you don’t mind, could you please buy my Ice Fang Bats’ fangs before I leave?」(Yok Baal)


  Phu phu! He looks so desperate.


  I feel like I’ve been working hard just to see this face.


  「But, like I said, I’ve bought Ice Fang Bats’ fangs from my acquaintance. I don’t think I need more.」(Sarasa)


  「Oh, come on, don’t be so cold. Please!」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal started begging me.


  I crossed my arms and groaned, trying to show him how unwilling I was.


  「Ummm….. Anyway, can I see your Ice Fang Bats’ fangs first?」(Sarasa)


  「Alright! Hngg!」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal lifted his big leather bag and put it on the counter in a hurry.


  I took out a handful of fangs from the leather bag, arranged them on the counter and carefully inspected them one by one.


  After that, I sighed at Yok Baal who was watching me with an impatient look.


  「Hahh… Yok-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Wh, What’s wrong?」(Yok Baal)


  「Looks like you didn’t store them very well.」(Sarasa)


  「What!? No way! Ice Fang Bats’ fangs are materials that don’t deteriorate even without any special treatment, right!?」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal yelled while leaning his body forward on the counter with a mixed expression of surprise, confusion and anger.


  I took a couple steps back to take a distance from this disgusting man.


  「No, no. You have the wrong idea. It’s not that they don’t deteriorate, but they are ‘hard’ to deteriorate.」(Sarasa)


  「Then whー」(Yok Baal)


  「ーBut only if you store them well. I bet your storage is not in a good condition. If you store them in a bad place for a long time, their value will drop significantly.」(Sarasa)


  I’m not lying actually.


  People usually use the market price as the standard price when buying or selling them because inspecting the fangs one by one is too troublesome.


  「Then, my Ice Fang Bats’ fangs are…」(Yok Baal)


  「They are not in a good conditionー No, to put it bluntly, most of them are probably worthless. Moreover, it will take a lot of time to consume this large number of fangs.」(Sarasa)


  Well, they are in a bad condition, but I can restore them with a special treatment. Lucky for me, it looks like he doesn’t know about it.


  「N, No way…」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal’s face began to sweat. He looked so pale.


  Are you okay, sir~? Phu phu!


  「Well, it’s not that I don’t need them at all, so I will buy at least ten of them if you want.」(Sarasa)


  「Only ten!? There are more than ten thousand fangs in this bag, you know!?」(Yok Baal)


  「I bet. You have been purchasing a lot of them from Collectors after all.」(Sarasa)


  Seeing all the fangs in his big leather bag, I recalled the days when we went to the cave and hunted Ice Fang Bats.


  Ahh~ All our hard work finally paid off…


  「But…! Are you kidding me!?」(Yok Baal)


  「Whoa, calm down, sir. You don’t need to yell at me like that. You can sell them in another town if you want, but I don’t think there will be anyone who wants to buy this large amount of fangs. Moreover, the value of the fangs will gradually drop during the trip. I wonder how much these fangs will be worth when you find someone who wants to buy them~」(Sarasa)


  I actually thought that he probably knew a place to sell all these fangs, but from his frustrated expression, now I’m sure that he doesn’t.


  「Ugghhh…!」(Yok Baal)


  「Hmm… Alright, because I’m a kind-hearted girl and because you’re insisting on selling them, I can buy all these fangs if you want.」(Sarasa)


  「Re, Really!?」(Yok Baal)


  Yok Baal made a face as if he was saved by my words.


  But of course, I have no intention of saving him.


  「Yes, but I will pay cheaply, obviously.」(Sarasa)


  「Khh…! Alright. As long as you buy them, I’m fine with that!」(Yok Baal)


  「Understood, but I need time to appraise all of them, so… can you come again four days later?」(Sarasa)


  「…Huh? Four days, you say!? Why will it take so long!? I won’t make it in time!」(Yok Baal)


  Being angry. Being disappointed. Being confused… What a busy man…


  「Well, I’m sorry, but do you think appraising all these fangs will be easy?」(Sarasa)


  「Ghh…! Can’t you do it faster!?」(Yok Baal)


  「I’m a human, so I need time to rest, you know? If you don’t want to wait, I can buy these fangs right away, but…」(Sarasa)


  「Can you? Then, please!」(Yok Baal)


  「Alright. However, since I don’t know the exact value of these fangs, which most of them are probably worthless, I will buy them suuuper cheap.」(Sarasa)


  「Kkhh…! Dammit! Alright, fine!」(Yok Baal)


  「Okay then. Please wait a minute~」(Sarasa)


  I nodded at Yok Baal who gritted his teeth in anger and frustration.


  I then quickly counted the fangs while putting them in several wooden boxes one by one and did a simple calculation while arranging the coins on the counter.


  I kept my smile, but Yok Baal’s frustrated face became redder when he saw the small amount of money I put on the counter.


  He clenched his fists while shaking.


  「Now the transaction has been completed~」(Sarasa)


  「Dammit, dammit! All my money is gone… Arrrghhh!」(Yok Baal)


  While cursing, Yok Baal grabbed the money on the counter, put it in his waist bag and walked to the exit.


  He looked angry, but he also looked somewhat nervous, probably because there were some people waiting for him at South Strugg just like Leonora-san told me.


  「Thank you, Yok-san~ I’ll be waiting for your next visit~」(Sarasa)


  「Like hell I will come again!」(Yok Baal)


  I waved my hand at him with a smile but he returned it with a yell while slamming my front door closed.


  What a terrible person, really.


  
  Chapter 32 : Cleaning Up Ⅱ


  As soon as Yok Baal left my store, Iris-san, Kate-san and Lorea-chan came out from the room in the back with smirks on their faces.


  「Store Owner-san, you really have no mercy.」(Kate)


  「Is that so? But I paid 10% of the market price for his Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. He should be grateful.」(Sarasa)


  「Only ten percent!? That means he lost almost 90% of his money? He could have sold the fangs in South Strugg or another town, but why didn’t he do that?」(Kate)


  「Simple. Because he couldn’t do that. Khu khu khu~」(Sarasa)


  「Aa! Sarasa-san is laughing like a villain again.」(Lorea)


  「Lorea-chan, that’s kinda rude…」(Sarasa)


  「Store Owner-san, what do you mean by he couldn’t do that?」(Kate)


  「Ah, in short, Yok Baal has sold a tremendous amount of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs to Leonora-san cheaply. It’s waaay cheaper than the market price, of course. What do you think Leonora-san did with those fangs?」(Sarasa)


  「She is an alchemist, so she made artifacts with those fangs?」(Iris)


  「Iris-san, you’re incorrect.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah! Did she distribute the fangs to the area around the town?」(Kate)


  「Yup! Kate-san, you’re correct!」(Sarasa)


  I pointed at Kate-san as I shouted.


  She is smart as usual.


  Since Leonora-san bought the fangs super cheaply, she could sell them cheaply too.


  People who bought the fangs from Leonora-san would then sell them again in different places, and because of that, the market price of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in this area has dropped significantly.


  In other words, there are no longer places in this area where Yok Baal can sell his Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. Even though he can, he won’t be able to pay for the transportation costs.


  Moreover, I doubt people will buy his poor quality Ice Fang Bats’ fangs in bulk.


  「He came to my store today, that means Leonora-san refused to buy any more Ice Fang Bats’ fangs from him. Well, he could have tried to persuade Leonora-san if he didn’t like my pricing, but I bet Leonora-san’s pricing would be worse than mine.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so?」(Kate)


  「Yup. We promised to take down that merchant together after all.」(Sarasa)


  「So you two are partners in crime, huh?」(Iris)


  「Uhh… Why do you guys keep making it sound like I’m the villain here? Leonora-san and I are business partners, okay? We’re in a relationship of coexistence and co-prosperity.」(Sarasa)


  「Right…」(Iris)


  「But Store Owner-san, Yok Baal still had the option to sell the fangs in another region where the market price is still stable, right?」(Kate)


  「Well, that’s possible, but unfortunately for him, he can’t leave this area yet.」(Sarasa)


  Lorea-chan, who has been listening silently, tilted her head and asked me.


  「Why is that?」(Lorea)


  「No matter how successful he is as a merchant, Lorea-chan, do you think he really had the money that has literally shocked you the other day?」(Sarasa)


  「Geez! Please forget about it! I was just a little surprised at that time!」(Lorea)


  As she yelled, Lorea-chan hit my shoulder with a blushed face.


  [*/ TL : They are talking about the moment when Lorea was almost fainted after seeing the large amount of money Sarasa got from selling tons of fangs secretly to Yok Baal (Chapter 27 part 1) ]


  Iris-san thought for a moment and answered my question in Lorea-chan’s stead.


  「I’m not familiar with merchants’ circumstances, but I don’t think he had that amount of money from the beginning.」(Iris)


  「Yup. Apart from assets such as commodities and bonds, merchants normally only have cash according to the size of their business.」(Sarasa)


  Assets cannot be liquidated so easily. In other words, you need to find a way to get fresh money if you want to start a new business.


  「That’s why, I think Yok Baal has borrowed a lot of money from someone.」(Sarasa)


  「Someone like?」(Kate)


  「A group of criminals, probably. An ordinary merchant wouldn’t be able to hire bandits, so I think that man has a connection with such bad people. According to Leonora-san, those people are waiting for Yok Baal in South Strugg. That’s why he was so impatient when he persuaded me to buy his Ice Fang Bats’ fangs earlier.」(Sarasa)


  Leonora-san may be just an ordinary alchemist unlike my master, but her ability to gather information can’t be underestimated.


  「Then… That merchant will probably be killed by those people when he gets to South Strugg…?」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan looked a little worried.


  I don’t think she needs to worry about that man though. What a kind girl…


  「Well, that’s possible, but don’t worry, Leonora-san will do something about it.」(Sarasa)


  「Is that so?」(Lorea)


  We decided not to let him be killed because we can use him for ‘another purpose’.


  Well, whether he will be killed or not, it depends on how much money he owes though. If Leonora-san can’t do anything about it, she has no choice but to give up on him.


  But… I feel like Leonora-san actually wants him dead. She probably thinks that Yok Baal will repeat the same evil deeds if he is allowed to live.


  「Well then, I still have a lot to do to settle this matter.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? I thought this problem had been solved.」(Lorea)


  「Not yet. I need to go to various places, so Lorea-chan, I’ll be away for a while starting tomorrow. Please take care of the store while I’m gone.」(Sarasa)


  「Understood…」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan nodded with a confused face. Perhaps she was wondering what I was going to do.


  
  Chapter 33 : Epilogue of Arc 2


  It’s been a week since Yok Baal left this village, and I’m finally done dealing with the aftermath.


  Now, I’m enjoying afternoon tea with Lorea-chan, Iris-san and Kate-san.


  By the way, Master sent me the tea along with cookies made by Maria-san. Lorea-chan and the others are really happy with the cookies.


  「Ahh~ We can finally relax now.」(Sarasa)


  「You’re right~ But Sarasa-san…」(Lorea)


  「Hm?」(Sarasa)


  「Are you okay? You’ve been very busy lately. First, you saved this village from the Hellfire Grizzlies’ attack, and then you had to deal with an evil merchant.」(Lorea)


  「I’m okay, don’t worry, but… Hahh… I wish I could do my job as an alchemist here a bit more casually.」(Sarasa)


  When I sighed, Iris-san took another piece of the cookies, put it in her mouth and smiled at me.


  「But I think you did a great job dealing with that merchant.」(Iris)


  「Well, it’s because the three of you encouraged me to confront him.」(Sarasa)


  「True, but you don’t regret it, right?」(Iris)


  「Not at all, of course. Besides, I made quite a profit from it.」(Sarasa)


  「”Quite a lot”, huh? Store Owner-san, you mean a “huuuge profit”, right?」(Kate)


  Kate-san smirked at me as she said that. She’s really sharp.


  Actually, there are two ways to sell Ice Fang Bats’ fangs.


  The first one is, of course, selling them as raw alchemy materials. You don’t have to do anything with the fangs in this case.


  The second one is turning them into magic stones. However, this method is not very efficient.


  In order to turn Ice Fang Bats’ fangs into magic stones, you need to melt them to remove their “cooling” feature first. It’s like when you melt ice in order to make water. Of course, the process costs you money, effort and time.


  That’s why selling the fangs as they are is probably the best way, but the problem is you can’t sell Ice Fang Bats’ fangs if no one wants to buy them. Everyone needs magic stones to make artifacts but not everyone needs Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. Therefore, even though turning the fangs into magic stones costs you money, at least the demand for magic stones is higher than the demand for Ice Fang Bats’ fangs.


  Luckily for me, I have a reliable master.


  After I told Master what happened, she agreed to help me sell all the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs that I bought super cheaply from Yok Baal. She told me that there was a city a bit far away from the royal capital that needed a lot of Ice Fang Bats’ fangs. I bet the weather in that city is very hot.


  I accepted Master’s kind offer and sent her the Ice Fang Bats’ fangs along with the frozen fruits we got from the cave the other day, and a few days later, Mater sent me a huge amount of money in return. In addition, she also sent me several bottles of expensive alcohol and Maria-san’s cookies.


  I gave the alcohol to Andre-san and the others, who came this morning, in exchange for their frozen fruits. They looked so excited at that time. They immediately went home after receiving the alcohol in a hurry. It seemed like they couldn’t wait to drink it.


  「Heeー Sarasa-san, so you are quite wealthy right now.」(Lorea)


  「Well… I can’t deny it.」(Sarasa)


  Honestly, I was surprised when I saw the amount of money Master sent me. I had never seen that large amount of money before.


  「Not only did you deal with that merchant, but you also made quite a fortune out of it. You’re truly a scary person…」(Iris)


  「Umm… Is that a compliment?」(Sarasa)


  「So, what are you gonna do with that money?」(Kate)


  「Because I’m an alchemist, I’m going to buy various materials with that money, but actually, I’ve already spent most of the money on other things.」(Sarasa)


  「Eh? What did you spend it for?」(Kate)


  「First, I lent some to Diral-san. You see, there’s currently construction work going on right next to Diral-san’s inn, right? They’re going to enlarge the inn.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, so that’s why Geberg ojii-san and his men are currently working on Diral-san’s inn.」(Lorea)


  「Wait a minute… So all the funds came from your wallet!?」(Iris)


  「Yeah, but Diral-san said she would pay me back little by little. It’s for the sake of the veteran Collectors who helped me with this matter.」(Sarasa)


  「I see… Come to think of it, Diral-san’s inn is too small to hold all the Collectors who are currently staying in this village.」(Iris)


  The rooms in the inn were all full, and there seemed to be quite a lot of Collectors who were in trouble because they couldn’t even enter the dining hall.


  Actually, I was planning to pay for the construction cost completely, but Diral-san insisted on telling me that she would pay back my money even though it would take a long time.


  Therefore, I decided to just lend the money without interest. I told Diral-san to return the money little by little whenever she made a profit from the newly built building.


  「Other than that, I spent the money to help the alchemists who were suffering because of Yok Baal.」(Sarasa)


  It was difficult for me to do it alone, so Leonora-san helped me with this since she also made a lot of profit from this matter.


  In the end, Yok Baal didn’t get killed by the criminal group thanks to Leonora-san. Honestly, I’m not happy with that, but we need him to locate those alchemists.


  Before Yok Baal came to see the criminal groups that he had debt with, Leonora-san bought all Yok Baal’s bonds in order to free the alchemists, who suffered because of him, from their debts.


  Because of that, Yok Baal no longer has money or assets left, but at least he didn’t get killed.


  By the way, when Leonora-san and Filione-san came back from the negotiation, Leonora-san looked somewhat dissatisfied. She seemed to seriously want Yok Baal dead…


  「I see… That means, you don’t have that much money in this store anymore, right? That’s a relief…」(Lorea)


  For some reason, Lorea-chan sighed in relief.


  「Lorea-chan, you don’t like it if I have a lot of money?」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I’m sorry, that’s not what I mean… It’s just… Handling a lot of money in this store makes me nervous…」(Lorea)


  「Ahaha. Lorea-chan, you don’t need to think so exaggeratedly about money.」(Sarasa)


  「I know, but I can’t help it!」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry. I’m sure you will eventually get used to it.」(Sarasa)


  「I hope so…」(Lorea)


  「But Store Owner-san, you’re too kind. It’s not that I don’t feel sorry for those alchemists, but I don’t think you need to help them with your own money.」(Kate)


  「Well, I’m a novice alchemist just like them, so I can’t help but feel sympathy for them.」(Sarasa)


  I was a bit shocked when I found out that the number of alchemists who were tricked by Yok Baal was way more than I expected, but even so, I couldn’t just ignore them all.


  「But even though they are still novices, they are older than you, right?」(Kate)


  「Yeah, most of them are older than meーno, I think they are even older than you and Iris-san. After all, they already have a store.」(Sarasa)


  I, who opened a store right after graduating, am an exception.


  Normally, it takes several years for you to train and save money before you can open a store.


  「I spent a lot of money to save them, but I don’t regret it. In fact, now I have a lot of connections because of it, and the best part is that they are all “people who are indebted to me”. Fufufu~」(Sarasa)


  「Aa! Sarasa-san is smirking like a villain again!」(Lorea)


  「Don’t worry, Lorea. That’s not an evil smirk.」(Iris)


  「She’s right. It’s Store Owner-san we’re talking about. I don’t think she is thinking of doing bad things to those alchemists, right?」(Kate)


  Iris-san and Kate-san smiled bitterly at me for some reason.


  「I’m not Yok Baal, okay? I’m just thinking of asking them for help when I’m in trouble like this time.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. But do you really need their help? You have a reliable master, right?」(Iris)


  「Yeah, but I think it’s best if I know a lot of people I can rely on besides my master and Leonora-san.」(Sarasa)


  「Ah, I can’t argue with that. But, are they good people?」(Iris)


  「Yes, they are. Leonora-san and I have freed them from debt with Yok Baal, but they still want to pay our money back. Of course, they can take as much time as they need to pay off the debt.」(Sarasa)


  「I see. Certainly, they are good people.」(Iris)


  「By the way, how much interest will you charge them?」(Kate)


  「Leonora-san and I haven’t thought about it for now, but of course we won’t charge them a crazy amount like Yok Baal did. Honestly, I’m fine if they don’t want to pay my money back though.」(Sarasa)


  「Fufu. Sarasa-san, you’re kind as usual.」(Lorea)


  Lorea-chan’s dazzling smile made me a bit embarrassed.


  I looked sideways and sipped my tea to hide my face.


  OEBPS/Images/00020.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00003.jpeg
Management of Novice Alchemist
Let's Business

e

OO0 aa
%¥nB, AL 7H stk
N e RIERO YL ETREES T, BELTER,
TI9F ! Th! Zhoa2¥523n7?)






OEBPS/Images/cover.jpeg
4
pa S

0 u.

i S—
{ ﬂ‘ # —
,

=
—

ol 30k
VY o okl
SSIUISTE 5,727 JSHUIGI]Y 22240,

%

SEma






OEBPS/Images/00017.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00014.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00002.jpeg
. 00 s
WERHCE, wrd, TINERIUT,
REAEEVRELDD

¥l ZAToRRERELD
PAUXFLEFENTIRE, TondThT






OEBPS/Images/00008.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00001.jpeg
i 00 AD
ThETLRBAEEFEL IR TY,
NG FENTRFTERC,
TR > AL A,
WEBECTVWDAZTFRLENT,
FentI<hd,

Bz, gadhd,

o TNDRUEME,

Thit, nBE- THRNL?






OEBPS/Images/00018.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/00015.jpeg





