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  Prologue: The Devil’s Deal
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    「Now, you little devils. Show your strength to these humans.」


     


    Succubus Princess Hinemarill snapped her fingers.


    Kai, Rinne, Jeanne, and the sidhe elf Reirin were furthermore enveloped in dark light.


    「You don’t need to have such an angry look. I’m just sending you to the imperial capital Urzak.」


    The devil laughed suspiciously.


    「Kai. What I want from you is not compensation. It’s something much, much more interesting. You’ll see soon. I’m sure you’ll be surprised.」


    With those last words.


    Kai disappeared from the wilderness overlooking the Devil’s Graveyard.


     


  


World.1: Counter-Clockwise
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  The heart of the Urzak Federation. 


  In the imperial capital Urzak──


  The land that had been the devil’s nest for decades under Dark Empress Vanessa was dyed in the colors of sunrise. 


  The rubble around the capital had been removed, and the deteriorating buildings were being repaired. 


  It was returning to a human capital. 


  “……I wonder if I would be moved if these weren’t the circumstances.”


  The imperial capital was dyed in crimson. 


  Jeanne muttered to herself as she watched the architects and mercenaries of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance gathering at dawn. 


  “Before we left for the Io Federation, this place was still filled with rubble. It’s so clean now, and even the roads have been repaired so that cars can pass through.”


  “Mmm……I have to disagree.”


  “Ah, why?”


   “The ground is completely covered with concrete. No plants can grow here.”


  The elf wearing a kimono folded her arms in frustration. 


  Elf shrine maiden Reirin. 


  If she was to be compared to a human, she would look fifteen or sixteen years old. Her hair, stretched to the ground, was a vivid graduation of blue, and her skin was as white and translucent as white porcelain. 


  “Jeanne. Is it the human way to cover the mineral-filled ground and kill nature?”


  “That's a misunderstanding. The green is lacking because it was burned in the fires of war. This place was originally famous for its common green boardwalks.”


  “Hmm?”


  “The new imperial capital will be reborn as a place overflowing with greenery. That is what I, the commander, promise. Of course, it won’t be like the Elf Forest, but it should be much better than now.”


  “Is that so. If that’s the case, then it’s fine.”


  The elf easily got into a good mood. 


  She should be hundreds of years old, but this change in attitude was like a young child’s. 


  “Now that you know that, let’s head to the headquarters of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance……By the way, Rinne? What about your wings?”


  “…………No, it’s no good at all.”


  The voice came from close by. 


  From behind Kai watching the exchange between Jeanne and Reirin, in the shadow of a still dark building, the blonde girl, Rinne, was constantly worried with a troubled expression about her back. 


  “Hey Kai, it seems to be no good after all.”


  “Can’t hide them?”


  “Yeah……”


  Rinne, who had mixed blood from all races, had wings on her back. 


  The base of the feathers were jet black like a crow’s, and as one looked from there to the edge of the wings, the dyed gradation became white like snow. 


  They were wings that could be called a “tenma’s,” an angel’s and a devil’s wings in one. 


  ……Normally, they should be able to be smaller. 


  ……In order to avoid being noticed by other humans when entering human cities. 


  But she couldn’t.


  She noticed her wings couldn’t be hidden right after being transferred to the imperial capital. 


   “Hmーm. Hey Kai, why don’t my wings become small?” (TL: Here “hmm” is said in frustration)


  “What about your injuries? The wounds from the bullets shot by the steel machine haven’t healed yet, have they?”


   “No, it doesn’t hurt anymore.”


  Rinne stroked her wings. 


  The wounds on her wings were made only a few hours ago. In the Devil’s Graveyard before we were transferred here, there was a steel monster that suddenly attacked us. 


  ──Steel machine race. 


  It did not exist in the canonical history. 


  If the exact words of the cryptid hero Rath=IE were correct, this was the sixth race born as a result of the progress in the alteration of the world reincarnation. I wondered if the wings couldn’t move because of the wounds caused by the wounds made in the battle with the steel machine, but apparently it wasn’t because of those. 


   “I’ll have to wait and see for a while……but I’m weak. Even though the destination is already in front of my eyes.”


  The others and I were forcibly transferred from the Western Federation. 


  The Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance under the command of Jeanne and Commander Balmung were left behind in the Schultz Federation. 


   “It can’t be helped. I’ll lend you one layer of my magic robe, so you can keep your wing covered. You can hide your wings, right?”


  Reluctantly, Reirin shrugged her shoulders. 


  She took off one of the seven layers of her robe and hung it on Rinne’s shoulder. It was the petite Reirin’s garment, but the fabric was so long that the sleeves touched the ground, so the wings could be completely hidden. 


   “Wow, is that fine?”


   “Mhm. But it is the greatest treasure of the elves, so do not be rough with it. Do not do things like pulling or soiling the cloth──”


   “Amazーing! Kai, this cloth is really strong. You can pull on it, and it’ll be completely okay.”


   “Stop───?!”


   “…………All right all right you two, that’s enough noise.”


  Jeanne clapped her hands and ordered. 


  The human commander interceded with the girls of other races as if it was normal. Kai was used to it, but when he thought about it, it was a strange sight. 


   “We’re heading to the headquarters of the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance. It’s close by, so be careful Reirin.”


   “I’m used to it. Humans have a poor sense of smell, so as long as I cover my ears, they won’t notice.”


   “It’s when they start to let their guard down that they become the most dangerous. Anyways, stand at attention. If it’s discovered that you’re a sidhe, my position as a commander will be in danger. If that happens, everything will be for nothing, okay?”


  Jeanne started walking away. 
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    The rubble had been removed, but the pavement was peeling and cracking everywhere. 


  We crossed the ruins of the abandoned building and proceeded endlessly, basking in the morning sun. 


  “All the buildings look the same. Kai, which one is the base of the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance?”


  “Those twin towers. You can see what looks like two towers merging into one.”


  “Two towers?”


  Reirin stared at the building Kai pointed straight at. 


  “There isn’t such a thing, is there?”


  “……My phrasing was bad. That’s the building. One of the two tower-like buildings was destroyed when the demons occupied this place.”


  The Urza Government Palace. 


  A steel building, dyed with the color of the morning glow, towered over the surroundings. The four soldiers standing at the entrance widened their eyes as soon as they saw them. 


  “Wha?!”


  “Jeanne-sama?!……Er……rr, what is the meaning of this? Wh, why are you in the Urza Federation?! You should have been in the Western Federation fighting the cryptids!”


  It was only natural that suspicion was stronger than happiness. 


  There was no way he could calmly accept the fact that his commander, who was supposed to be in the Western Federation, had returned to the imperial capital without any notice. 


  “Captain Adolf, Dennis, Utz, Senior Soldier Dominic.”


  As the Knight of Holy Light──


  The commander Jeanne, basked in sunlight, called out to the four people there. He took out the commander’s communicator from his breast pocket. 


  “It’s me, without a doubt. This should be enough for identity verification.”


  “Ah!”


  “Everyone, thank you for your concern.”


  He raised his voice to the Urza Government Palace. It took less than a minute for more than a hundred soldiers to run breathlessly from the entrance. 


  “Jeanne-sama?!”


  “The commander of Schultz’s Humanity Rebellion Resistance, Min, had informed me that the whereabouts of several people, including Jeanne, had been lost...I’m glad that you’re safe!”


  The commander and top brass saluted in unison. 


  “Please tell us about the situation.”


  “Among the cryptid tribe, there were some who manipulated transfer magic. We were torn away from the main force of the Schultz Human Rebellion Resistance. Did you hear something from Western Schultz?”


  “Yes! That was last night.”


  “I want to send a message to Western Schultz as soon as possible. I will speak to Commander Min and Balmung.”


  “Right away!”


  The mercenaries ran back with vigour that caused the earth to shake. 


  “Jeanne-sama, who is this?”


  “This is Reirin-dono, a scholar of the Io Federation. She is well-versed in the ecology of sidhes. She’s accompanied me from the time I left Eastern Io for Southern Yurun, and as you can see, she was dragged into the enemy’s magic just as I was. “


  The elf shrine maiden just silently nodded. 


  It wasn’t that she wanted to look suspicious, but Kai guessed from her curt expression that she simply didn’t want to talk to the unfamiliar enemy race of humans. 


  “Rinne, why don’t you go ahead and get a room and some rest? I’m going with Jeanne to the communications room.” 


  “No, I’m fine. I don’t think these wings will be found out.”


  Rinne shook her head courageously. 


  “This cloth is amazing. It doesn’t tear when I pull on it.”


  “Like I said, don’t pull on it!”


  Following the commander Jeanne who was led by his men, Kai walked to the government palace. 








  

  On the second floor of the government palace. 


  In the soundproofed communications room, the voice of a young girl echoed. 


  “────Commander Jeanne?! Are, are you safe?”


  “Sorry to worry you, Min-dono. 


  “N, no! It’s best if you’re safe……! All of Jeanne’s subordinates are also relieved to hear it now!”


  Commander Minstraum Schulten Biscetti. 


  The western commander, nicknamed Min, was a girl younger than Kai. Her voice seemed to bounce happily a bit. 


  But that was short-lived. 


  “Jeanne-dono, I have a request……I’m sure you’re not in a trivial situation, but I need reinforcements for Western Schultz right away!”


  “Reinforcements……?”


  In front of the microphone in the communications room, Jeanne’s eyebrows wrinkled. 


  They already had reinforcements. In Western Schultz, there should still be the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance unit that Jeanne brought. 


  Balmung and his men were also sent as an allied force from the Southern Federation. 


  “Commander Min? If I may confirm, you mean additional soldiers?”


  “Ye, yes────”


  From behind the girl’s voice, a beast-like yell came over the speakers in the communications room. 


  “You’re connected to Jeanne!”


  “So noisy?!”


  “Is this stupid voice from the human called Balmung……!”


  Rinne and Reirin, who were in the corner of the room, hurriedly covered their ears with their hands. Balmung had the volume of voice that would make two people with excellent hearing scream. 


  Yurun Humanity Rebellion Resistance, Commander Balmung


  “Ah, wa, wait──”


  “Are you all right, Jeanne-dono!”


  The man’s loud voice came through as soon as there was indication of the microphone being snatched from Commander Min. 


  “Where are you now!”


  “……It’s going to sound like a lie, but the Urza Federation. The imperial capital.”


  “What did you say?!”


  “I got caught in the cryptid hero Rath=IE’s magic. The four of us, Kai, Rinne, Reirin, and I, were transferred. And now, Balmung-dono, please tell us more.”


  Jeanne brought her face closer to the microphone. 


  As his captains, or his men, watched behind her with bated breath. 


  “I’m talking about Min-dono, the reinforcements.”


  “……This base is being targeted. The three coalitions of Western Schultz, Northern Urza, and our Humanity Rebellion Resistance are holding them off, but the situation is unpredictable.”


  The man known as the Lion King ground his teeth out of irritation, and the sound echoed in the loudspeaker. 


  “I’ll tell you briefly about what happened after Jeanne-dono disappeared.”


  “Please do. I was also very nervous about the situation. After we were transferred to Urza, Rath=IE must have remained there.”


  “That’s right. The beastman didn’t seem surprised that Jeanne had disappeared from in front of him. At that point, I could have guessed that it was his doing.”


  “……I’m sorry to ask this, but what was the final damage to the allied forces?”


  “It was nearly about to become extremely great.”


  “Extremely...”


  What do you mean?


  Kai and Jeanne unconsciously leaned forward toward the microphone, and Rinne and Reirin approached worriedly. 


  “Rath=IE was in front of me. Behind me was a swarm of cryptids approaching with earth tremors as they got especially close. It was Jeanne-dono’s escort Farin and I who drew him away while the subordinates got into the cars. I ordered that, but things are in a difficult situation.” 


  “……I remember it too.”


  At that time──


  They were on a run from a swarm of cryptids in the Western Federation. The hero of the cryptid tribe was waiting in ambush there. 


  Surrounded from front to back, the situation was close to “checkmate.”


  


  “A monster bird Jis, two sub-dragons, and one dragon. Two unidentified floating bodies. Those are probably the larvae of Ouroboros.”


  “There's also a horde of basilisks coming from the horizon over there! There are more than twenty of them!”


  


  If they had not withdrawn in time, the allied forces would have been destroyed. 


  It was no wonder that Balmung used the word “extremely” to describe it. But why did he take the trouble to correct it to “nearly?”


  “They were steel monsters.” 


  “What?”


  “Just before we were crushed by the cryptids, they broke through the ground of the plain, and from there, huge steel monsters that looked like machines crawled up.”


  “…………Kai.”


  Jeanne’s voice was stifled. 


  Kai nodded silently at the figure staring at him sideways. 


  ……There was almost no doubt it was the steel machine species. 


  ……I knew it wasn’t just that one. 


  And the habitat was terrifyingly vast. 


  It was not only to the north, but also to Western Schultz. 


  “Balmung-dono, so you had those two races in front of you……?”


  “Yes. This was our greatest humiliation, but we were also lucky. The two races did not see us humans as a threat. They didn’t even look at us, instead they turned their backs on us and started their fierce clash.” 


  A clash of monsters──


  On one hand, the cryptid race was considered the strongest in terms of individual strength. 


  On the other hand, the “sixth” steel machine race was created through the world reincarnation. 


  Even if it was just one of them, Kai and the others had a tough time, and the clash was fierce. 


  ……Evenly matched? Which one would win couldn’t be imagined. 


  ……The swarm of cryptids losing, or the group of steel machines losing. 


  The fangs of the cryptids would not easily pierce the armor of the steel machines. 


  However, it would be difficult for the bullets fired by the steel machines to break through the scales of the cryptids. The scene at the end of a clash between the two races couldn’t even be imagined. 


  “Balmung-dono, the result was……”


  “I don’t know. Their clash created a storm of dust and sand, and I couldn’t see anything. I immediately gave the order to withdraw from the scene. And it’s a good thing we made it back to our home base safely, but something strange happened late last night.”


  It’s dawn now. 


  It must have been just a few hours ago. 


  “This territory was being attacked at the same time by the cryptids and steel machine monsters.”


  “……Both?! That means the two races have allied!”


  “No, that’s not it. I’m sorry if I misled you, but the cryptid tribe has been repeatedly attacking this base, and we’ve received reports that the other Human Special Zones were attacked by steel machine monsters.” 


  “────”


  “The situation is serious. We have our hands full defending our home base here with all of our might. The operation to rescue the remaining people in the Human Special Zones scattered throughout the Schultz Federation has also been significantly delayed.”


  A brief period of silence. 


  As everyone in the communications room stared, Jeanne cleared her throat. 


  “Eight days.”


  Her voice sounded strangled. 


  “It will be painful, but please endure for eight more days. We will rush in with as many vehicles as the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance has.”


  Loud noise. 


  The commanders behind Jeanne stood up all at once, but Jeanne, the commander, did not move in the slightest. 


  “……Jeanne-dono, I’m sorry to doubt your kindness, but is that really possible?”


  “I will plan it now.”


  “…………”


  “I’ll contact you tomorrow at the same time. We will have a meeting then.” 


  “I understand.” 


  The call hung up. 


  In the communications room that became suddenly quiet, Jeanne let out a deep breath. 


  “Commander Maxim.” 


  “Yes!”


  A middle-aged mercenary shuffled his shoes and straightened his back. 


  “You heard correctly. We have three days to prepare from today. We leave the imperial capital in four days. Moreover, it’s possible to travel to the Western Federation in four days, right?”


  “……Counterclockwise.”


  “Yes. There are many obstacles, but I have my own way of doing things.” 


  The Knight of Holy Light tightened his mouth. 


  Then he turned back to Kai, Rinne, and Reirin. 


  “Leaving you three on standby would be undesirable. There will be an emergency meeting……Well, I’ll meet you in six hours in the garage behind the government palace building.”


  


  

    


  


  Rattle……


  Rattle rattle, pebbles roll down the road. This was a game of chasing after the rolling pebbles and kicking them to send them flying away. 


  “Hey hey Kai, what’s counterclockwise?”


  Government palace, in the back──


  In the grounds where well-maintained military vehicles were lined up, Rinne, who had been kicking pebbles, turned around. 


  “I don’t think it’s possible for me to fly to the cryptid territory even if I did it alone. I think it’s even more impossible with human cars.” 


  “It’s impossible if we take the same route as before. That’s why we’re making a counterclockwise rotation.”


  “?”


  “Counterclockwise, I mean. We’ve been through the four federations in the order of Northern Urza, Eastern Io, Southern Yurun and Western Schultz.”


  Finding a pebble, Kai crouched down on the ground. 


  With the tip of the stone, he drew a square world map and drew a large clockwise course. 


  “But this time it’s different. We’re heading directly from Northern Urza to Western Schultz.”


  “Ah, I see!”


  “So we’re not going to Eastern Io……”


  It was Reirin who interrupted. 


  She was lazily lying on the roof of the car. 


  “I thought I could breathe the air of my hometown forest for the first time in a while……”


  The territory of the sidhes was to the east. 


  Reirin’s hometown, the elf forest, would not be passed on the next route. 


  “But Kai. Is the road safe?”


  “It’s probably extremely dangerous.”


  “Hm?”


  “Northern Urza is still devil territory. Humans have only regained the imperial capital, and if they go out of it, the devils will naturally attack. The same thing happened in the Devil’s Graveyard, right?


  Except for the imperial capital, most humans still lived in the Human Special Zones. 


  This was partly because they had been accustomed to living underground for decades, but also because it was extremely dangerous to walk on ground other than the imperial capital. 


  “When you came to Eastern Io, how did you get past the demons?”


  “By negotiating with the devils. It was with the Succubus Princess. 


  “Hmm……”


  “I’ll be honest with you now, but it would be convenient for the devils if the humans, sidhes, and holy ghosts waged war on and crushed each other.” 


  “It’s just like the devils. That cunning behavior.” 


  Reirin did a rising handspring from on top of the car. 


  “That means, once again. This time she wants us to miss the route to the west.” 


  “Ah, I don’t think we need to negotiate. Because Hinemarill had her mind set a long time ago.” 


  Before the transfer to the imperial capital──


  Succubus Princess Hinemarill persistently asked about the cryptid tribe. Especially about the details of the fight with the hero Rath=IE. 


  “The devils welcome the cryptids and we humans crushing each other. I think that Hinemarill person is telling the other demons that by now. 


  “……Mmm. It’s convenient but also irritating. To the devils, we are good familiars, aren’t we?”(TL: “Mmm” as in the aggressive or irritated one)


  “We’ll also benefit. The sidhes want to defeat the cryptids, right?”


  “……Mm.” 


  Reirin kept silent. 


  Why did the elf shrine maiden follow Kai and his friends? It was for revenge. 


  Alfreyja, the hero of the sidhes, was attacked by the rasterizer and disappeared. This was because the one who was controlling it was the cryptid’s Rath=IE. 


  “……Then I agree with what you said.”


  With a hand to the back of her head, Reirin reluctantly sat down in place. 


  The fight against the cryptids would result in helping the devils. It might not be completely convincing deep down. 


  “Whatever. I’m a freeloader now. If that is your decision, I will follow it...Wait, Jeanne is not here yet? It’s almost noon.” 


  Reirin pointed to the rising sun. 


  Six hours later at noon, that was the meeting time Jeanne herself had specified. 


  “We’re waiting for you……”


  “You slept soundly on the bed in my room a while ago. I mean, you were sleeping in my bed with Rinne.”


  Kai, who had his bed stolen, was short of sleep. 


  On the other hand, Rinne and Reirin, who had been sleeping all day, were filled with energy. 


  After waiting for a while──


  It was an hour later that Jeanne arrived with the commander. However, Jeanne’s eyes had completely hollowed, and dark circles had formed around them. 


  “Wow, what’s wrong with your face, Jeannya?”


  “Mhmm. I think she’s about to collapse. Don’t overwork your body so much. It will shorten your life.” 


  “……I want to take a rest too.” 


  Jeanne sighed heavily. 


  Her slumped sounders were a testament to the exhaustion from the meeting she just had. 


  “As expected, the meeting was long and difficult, but I managed to convince the stubborn old leaders. In four days, we’ll leave for Western Schultz. We will have our revenge on the cryptids.” 


  “We can do that right now.” 


  “……I wish we could, but if we rush out, we’ll be annihilated. We should prepare carefully.”


  That’s what Jeanne said. 


  Probably to tell the commander behind her. Even a mercenary who excelled in fighting demons had no experience fighting cryptids. 


  “This is Captain Gregory. He’ll accompany us on our expedition in four days. I’m the commander, but he’s more experienced in organizing his subordinates.So──”


  “────Emergency!”


  “Is there anyone out there, I’m asking for help!”


  The shouts of mercenaries. 


  They were shouts that came from the front side of the building. 


  “Security squad?!”


  From the back to the front of the government palace. 


  Kai, Rinne, Reirin. Then Jeanne and the captain rushed to the front of the building. 


  “Corporal Charles, Corporal Philman! What’s going on?!”


  Captain Gregory raised his voice in front of two of his men. 


  Two mercenaries, a man and a woman, came running out of breath to the front of the entrance. They supported a girl on their shoulders. 


  ──A petite girl with black hair. 


  She was not wearing the military attire of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance, but rather the civilian clothes of a Human Special Zone resident. There weren’t any signs of wounds, but she was listless and exhausted.


  “Senior Soldier Charles, is she a civilian?


  “Yes! Captain Gregory, this girl is a resident of ‘Neo Portland.’ She seemed to have escaped to the imperial capital alone!”


  “……Escaped?”


  Kai muttered to himself before anyone else could. 


  Neo Portland was one of the Human Special Zones in the Urza Federation. In the canonical history that Kai knew, he remembered it as a city abundant in nature located far away from this imperial capital. 


  That was──


  “The devil army!”


  “Neo Portland was being attacked by a swarm of higher-ranked demons and demonic beasts!”


  “……Devils…?!”


  The captain raised his voice. 


  “Absurd. Those who lost Dark Empress Vanessa starting to move openly……no, in the first place, if that happened, the headquarters should have been contacted!”


  “……It was captured.” 


  A hoarse voice from the girl with black hair. 


  “The people in Neo Portland……They are all trapped in the illusory enchantment of the succubus……”


  “We’ll talk later. I think we should go to the infirmary first and get the girl some medical attention.”


  Jeanne pointed to the government palace. 


  “We’ll get you medical care while listening to what you have to say. Everyone, go into the building──”


  “Wait, Jeanne.” 


  Jeanne was about to talk up to the dark-haired girl, but Kai quietly restrained her. 


  “Don’t move. You should stay away from the black-haired girl.” 


  “Kai?”


  “The succubus illusory enchantment has the ability to infect. If the other party is a higher level devil, it is even more dangerous to touch the infected person. Brainwashing could be transmitted. 


  From upstairs, Kai stared down at the girl. 


  Escaping from the attack site──


  Even in the case that she was lucky to have escaped so far, the possibility that it was a “moving trap” from the devil’s side could not be ruled out. 


  ……Was it a devil attack in the first place?


  ……It was natural that the captain was surprised. There was no reason to attack in this situation. 


  Right now Rinne and I are here. The demons should hesitate as the two who defeated Dark Empress Vanessa had returned to the Urza Federation. 


  And yet, they invaded so boldly?


  That’s what bothered me. 


  “Jeanne, let me make the decision here. And as for the girl, sorry, but don’t climb the stairs. Instead, I’ll call a physician from the doctor’s office instead.”


  “You dare speak to the weak like that!”


  The senior soldier who supported the girl’s shoulderbecame indignant. 


  “This girl was desperately fleeing from Neo Portland. She’s in bad shape both physically and mentally. She should rest as soon as possible!” 


  “Jeanne-sama, we can’t abandonthis girl. Please act tolerantly!


  The entrance to the government palace──


  Hearing the commotion, the mercenaries in the building rushed out one after another. We were flooded by the sound of dozens of people’s footsteps behind our backs. 


  “……Kai.”


  “Jeanne, come down.” 


  He whispered secretly to the Knight of Holy Light.  


  “I have something to ask the two senior soldiers, you and the other. Are the words that protect the child really your own words? 


  “What. What do you mean?” 


  “Are you trying to play us for fools……!”


  “If you touched the child, it is possible that you are under some kind of illusory enchantment. That is what I am saying.” 


  The government palace was home to the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance. 


  If a person affected by an illusory enchantment got mixed up in there, a mass infection of the illusory enchantment would occur immediately and cause a panic. 


  That’s why Kai kept the black-haired girl and the two mercenaries here. 


  ……There was a record of this in the canonical history. 


  ……But that’s not all I’m concerned about. 


  Report of a devil attack. 


  I couldn’t help but feel uncomfortable with that in itself. 


  “You’re wearing perfume very carefully. Even though you desperately escaped from the Human Special Zone, you still had time for it.” 


  To the black-haired girl──


  Kai aimed the tip of the Drake Nail. 


  “Jeanne, did you notice?” 


  “Eh……ah!”


  The commander in men’s clothing suddenly raised his face. 


  This way was downwind. Perfume scent probably felt “normal” to Jeanne since she was a girl, so she didn’t notice anything strange. 


  But that’s exactly where Kai’s suspicions began from. 


  “It’s not wrong to pretend to be human and wear perfume. But if you escaped from the Human Special Zone, then it’s the wrong choice. Even if you look like a human, your heart is not human. You didn’t understand the state of mind of people running away.” 


  “────”


  “You’re a succubus, aren’t you?” 


  Perfume was the only blunder. 


  The correct answer was not to use perfume, but that was also the “incorrect answer.” 


  Rinne and Reirin were behind Kai. If the body odor had not been masked with perfume, the two people with the best sense of smell would have been the first to detect her true identity. 


  ……The perfume was necessary anyway. 


  ……For measures against Rinne and Reirin. 


  So there was a new question. 


  Why did the devil know there was a sidhe and a mixed race like Rinne? There was no possibility other than being told by Succubus Princess Hinemarill.


  “It’s you, Hinemarill.” 


  “……Aha.”


  The black-haired girl laughed. 


  Breaking through the back of her clothes, the lacquer black wings spread widely. 


  “Ahahahaha! You’re skilled, well done!”


  The black miasma emanating from her entire body──


  In the misty smoke, the black-haired girl transformed into a succubus. 


  She became a devil with the beauty of a girl. 


  She had light blue hair and golden eyes. She lavishly exposed her slender yet bewitching glamorous body, and had earrings in her ears. 


  “Ahーthat was fun.”


  At the feet of the Succubus Princess, who laughed for a while, two senior soldiers fell to the ground. 


  This was a typical symptom of those affected by the illusory enchantment. 


  Extreme mental fatigue caused them to lose consciousness and collapse. The root of this, the Succubus Princess, no longer paid attention to the fallen humans. 


  “Oh? Vanessa’s castle has become a base for humans now.” 


  The succubus looked upstairs. 


  She licked while surveying the government palace and the mercenaries who had rushed in.  


  Who would be the next prey──


  Under such a gaze, the soldiers holding guns screamed. 


  “Devil invasion?!”


  “Do you want to call the group?! Captain, permission to fire!”


  Ten guards with guns at the ready. 


  The muzzles of the guns were pointed at her plump body.  


  “Shoot──”


  “Wait, captain.” 


  Jeanne’s hand blocked the muzzle of the captain’s gun. 


  “Don’t shoot.” 


  “Jeanne-sama?!”


  “……What is this conduct?” 


  Jeanne, looked down at the devil who invaded the imperial capital, exuding clear anger. If it had been anyone other than Succubus Princess Hinemarill, she would have allowed him to fire without hesitation. 


  The reason she didn’t──


  This was because this devil was a hero-class monster, second only to the Dark Empress. 


  The plump body and suspicious smile that lured humans was just a mask to hide her cruel nature. Fighting this monster would turn the imperial capital into scorched earth again. 


  “The imperial capital belongs to humans. You, a devil, cannot enter──”


  “There’s no need to be so formal? I didn’t come just to play.” 
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  Downstairs, the Succubus Princess winked one eye at me affectionately. 


  “I would never play dumb. Are you going to do as Jeanne says? No devils are allowed here. That should be the rule.”


  One step, then another step. 


  As he walked down the stairs, Kai stared at Hinemarill below him. 


  Why are you here──


  Before dawn, she was the one who transferred them from the Devil’s Graveyard. In that respect, rather than being unconnected, Kai and the others were the ones who had been given a favor. 


  However, this intrusion was a completely different question. 


  It was a clear “violation of territory.”


  “……Devils threatening humans in the imperial capital Urzak. Do you know what that means?”


  “You don’t have to look so scary; I just stroked the back of the mercenary’s neck a little. It’s not my fault; it’s just that these mercenaries are weak.”


  “One more thing. It’s about Neo Portland.”


  “Oh? You look like you already understand, don’t you?” 


  Hinemarill suggestively lifted her glossy lips. 


  “I haven’t attacked. The previous attack report was a lie. I don’t know any of the human hideouts in the first place. The mercenaries with the illusory enchantment just talked to me.” 


  “……In short, you’re making up reasons to approach here?”


  Kai’s discomfort was correct. 


  There was no advantage for the devils to attack the Human Special Zones here and now. Hinemarill seduced the two men and made up a lie to enter the government palace. 


  “Jeanne, can you get the back just in case?”


  “I can do it in a few minutes, commander──”


  Jeanne whispered to the commander next to her. 


  The captain ran to the communication room inside the government palace. It would be easy to tell by checking with the Neo Portland soldiers. 


  “So? Hinemarill, what are you up to again?”


  “Hmー. It’s not that big of a deal. Can you think of it?


  The Succubus Princess raised her gaze. 


  She observed the towering government palace as she looked up at it. 


  “I’m not really interested in this building anymore, but I thought I’d break in and surprise you while you’re here. Isn’t it exciting when one’s true identity is exposed?”


  “For me? It would be a great inconvenience.”


  “That’s the reaction I wanted to see.” 


  The demon girl giggled. 


  “So, I thought I’d ask you while I’m at it. This is the second one.” 


  “……What?”


  “You said you were going west. When are you going?”


  The Succubus Princess pointed to the west with her gorgeous and delicate arm. 


  The eyes of the gun-holding mercenaries were concentrated there.


  “……in a few days.”


  “More details. What road are you going to take?”


  “We’ll decide. But I can’t answer if the purpose is to spy on us.” 


  “Oh, that’s a misunderstanding.” 


  Hinemarill smiled happily back. 


  Her amused look was directed at Rinne and Reirin standing behind Kai. 


  “Didn’t I say I’d help you?” 


  “What? That should have been talked about. You’re not going to interfere with our expedition──


  Up until Jeanne said that. 


  Jeanne finally came to the reason for the smile Princess Hinemarill exuded. 


  “……No way. Are you saying there’s a different meaning from ‘not interfering with the human rebels heading west?’”


  “You’re right. That’s what I came to tell you.” 


  The Succubus Princess’ gaze that felt like it was like her licking in preparation for her prey returned to Kai.  


  “It’s a good time to crush the cryptids. I’ll prepare a special elite. So let’s go west together? 


  “What did you say?” 


  The silent elf shrine maiden spat out, unable to hold back. 


  “Are you following because you think it’s the right time to bury the cryptids? That’s too good to be true!”


  “Fufu.”  


  “Grr, what’s funny?”


  “What’s funny is that you have a great mouth for someone with such a poor figure. All the nutrients from your chest must have gone into your mouth.” 


  “What’s wrong with a flat chest?!”


  “Ahaha. Now that I’ve had the satisfaction of teasing a stupid species, I think I’ll leave it at that. If there are any more than this, I’m going to want to thoroughly seduce the mercenaries.”


  The jet-black wings flapped. 


  A wind was created that caused pebbles to roll with a rattling sound, and the body of the Succubus Princess slowly floated into the sky. 


  She looked down at Kai, who was looking up, happily. 


  “Bye, then. I’ll see you soon.” 


  Boom, the sound of the air bursting. 


  Leaving a black mist in the air, the Succubus Princess disappeared as if she was melting. 


  “…………Disappeared?”


  “Jeanne-sama!”


  Captain Gregory emerged from the building shortly after that. 


  “I was able to contact the squad stationed in Neo Portland. The Human Special Zone is safe. They said they haven’t seen a single devil since the Dark Empress was defeated. 


  “Is it possible that the squad communications officer is suffering from an illusory enchantment?


  “I find it unlikely.” 


  The commander had three photos in his hands. 


  “These are local photos of Neo Portland. The communications room, the base of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance squad, and the streets of the Special Human Zone are all completely undamaged. 


  “……In other words, it was a one-man play of the Succubus Princess? That’s really annoying.” 


  Jeanne signs heavily. 


  But there were some who had more serious looks. These were the mercenaries who were listening to the current conversation in the background. 


  “Excuse me, Jeanne-sama.” 


  “What.” 


  “Those……words left behind by the devil just now, are they true……?”


  The new recruit, who was probably still in his teens, spoke nervously. 


  “Our expedition is to defeat the cryptids. That’s what it sounded like to us when the devil entered here.” 


  “That’s probably right.” 


  “What! Wh, what are you going to do?!”


  “……That’s one more headache. Can you give me some time to think about it?”


  The Knight of Holy Light slowly shook his head. 


  And.


  “Kai, what do you think?”


  Only Rinne and Reirin, who had excellent hearing, and Kai himself could hear the whisper. 


  “The devils are not the same as the holy ghosts or the sidhes.” 


  “……I think so too.” 


  It was not uncommon for other races to come “on board” to defeat the cryptids. 


  The sidhe Reirin here was a good example. Rikugen Kyoko, who came with the southern commander Balmung, was a hero of the holy ghost race. 


  But what about the devils?


  “They must hate humans as much as we hate them.” 


  There was a grudge against humans for defeating Dark Empress Vanessa and taking back the imperial capital Urzak. The devil race must still have a clear anger towards humans. 


  Following us──


  I don’t think it has exactly the same meaning as the holy ghosts and the sidhes. This was because the possibility of human assassins pretending to defeat the cryptids could not be ruled out. 


  ……Succubus Princess Hinemarill. 


  ……What kind of trick is that? It wasn’t just an impulse, was it? 


  That’s why I’m wary. 


  The proposal that the devils would follow on the new start to the west could not be taken in stride by Kai. 


  “Jeanne-sama, it’s about time for our next meeting.” 


  “I know.” 


  Jeanne turned around. 


  “Kai, I’m sorry, but I can’t seem to move around today. Rinne and Reirin, please.” 


  “Yes…………oh, by the way Jeanne.”


  He stopped the commander as she was about to walk away.


  “Can I borrow a car?”


  “Where are you going?”


  “We’ll stay here for a few more days. In the meantime, there’s a place I want to see.” 


  




  


  

  


  The sun was going down. 


  It would be about an hour or two before the dazzling sunshine eased up a bit and the sky was dyed with the setting sun. 


   “Heyy, Kai. Where is this? The smell of devils is everywhere.” 


  “What’s with all of these ruins? Is this also a human city?”


  Rinne and Reirin looked around the abandoned building. 


  Beckoning the two who followed with curious expressions, Kai continued along the paved road overgrown with weeds. 


  Asphalt crushed by magical beasts. 


  There was a huge crater where the trees used to be, and windows of the buildings were shattered without a trace. It looked like an apocalyptic scene. 


  “Kai, what is that building? It’s really big.” 


  “……It’s the main station terminal. It doesn’t work anymore, but there was a base where vehicles called trains, which were many times larger than cars, would come and go.” 


  “Hmm?”


  “The Ninth Main Station Terminal. It was the place I was before when the world reincarnation happened.” 


  It was unrecognizable. 


  There was an intersection here. The last sight Kai saw in the canonical history────


  


  “Executing the ‘overwrite’ of the world──”


  


  The intersection where I was walking with Jeanne on the way to shopping. 


  Everything in front of me was sucked into a dark spot in the sky. And when I noticed, I was standing here alone. 


  “I’ve heard about the world reincarnation from you too……”


  The elf shrine maiden walked lazily down the cracked road. 


  “I don’t know no matter how many times I ask. I understand you aren’t lying, but it doesn’t make sense that the Five Races War ended with a human victory. And I don’t know how it got overturned.”


  “Jeanne said the same thing.” 


  Even humans──


  Even Jeanne, a female childhood friend, was skeptical. There was no way an elf of another race could honestly accept it. 


  “Since this is a good opportunity, let me ask you in-depth. In the first place, who caused the world reincarnation, and how? And for what?”


  “I told you earlier, I don’t know the answer to the second part of the question either.” 


  “You think you know the first part?”


  “Rath=IE said who caused it. You also heard, Reirin.


  


  “The Great Founder tampered with fate.” 


  “You were also looking for the cause of the world reincarnation, weren’t you?”


  


  “The Great Founder……or something like that?”


  “I only know the name. I don’t really know what kind of person the ancestor is, what his purpose is, and how he brought about the world reincarnation. What about Reirin? Sidhes live much longer than humans.” 


  “If there were such suspicious people, they’d have already launched an all-out attack long ago. 


  “I see.” 


  In the words of Rath=IE. 


  ──The Great Founder is the ruler behind the scenes of history. 


  Not even the sidhes know his true identity. 


  Of course, I didn’t know as well. I knew almost all of the records of the Five Races war left by the Human Protection Agency, but I couldn’t think of anyone who was the Great Founder. 


  “You said Rinne didn’t know either, right?”


  “Yeah. I’ve never heard of him or her either.” 


  Rinne looked up at the broken buildings. 


  I remember from when we were still fighting the Five Races War. But I……was alone until I fought Dark Empress Vanessa, so I’m not familiar with that at all.”


  “I see.” 


  “……Sorry. I can’t help at all.” 


  “No. Rinne’s ‘I don’t know’ is valuable testimony.” 


  The world reincarnation happened in the canonical history. 


  If that’s the case, then the “Great Founder tampering with fate” must have also been an event in the canonical history. In other words, the Great Founder existed in the canonical history. 


  The clue was the Prophet Sid of the canonical history. 


  ……Sid predicted that world reincarnation would occur. 


  ……If the world reincarnation was the work of the Great Founder, then Sid must have known the Great Founder. 


  But. 


  There was no Prophet Sid in this world. 


  “Kai, are we going to end up fighting that Rath=IE?”


  “I’m planning on it. The steel machines too, even if we don’t want to be attacked by them, we will be attacked by them.”


  Cooperating with the Humanity Rebellion Resistance in this world──


  When I made my decision, my goal of defeating Rath=IE had not changed. 


  “The west is being attacked, so let’s focus on battling the cryptids first. About the Great Founder……we still don’t know anything about him or her after all.” 


  “Mhm. I’m also here to avenge Heavenly Lord Alfreyja’s death. It’s the cryptids first.” 


  The elf turned around.


  To the west where the sun was setting──


  “Next time, I’ll really get into it with Rath=IE.” 


  







  

  


  The imperial capital Urzak was quiet and still. 


  In this land that had been ruled by devils for a long time, it was not wild dogs but large magical beasts that barked at midnight. Now that they were gone, only the sound of insects echoed slightly. 


  “……Sigh.”


  Urza Government Palace, Fifth Floor──


  In the lighted commander’s office, Jeanne sighed exhaustedly. She sat down in the center of the round table and bit her back teeth. 


  ……It still had to be Farin after all. 


  ……She shouldn’t change her complexion in this situation. 


  “Jeanne-sama!”


  “Hu, hurry and run please!”


  “Calm down.” 


  He strongly admonished his two men, who were holding their guns in fear, and sighed heavily again. 


  “I’m busy. I’ve been busy handing work over to the officers who will be staying when we go to Western Schultz. What can I do for you now?


  “You’ll see.” 


  “……Have you taken up the hobby of disguising yourself as a human, devil?” 


  “Don’t you think it’s important to practice?”


  In the center of the office──


  Illuminated by the light of the ceiling, there stood a girl with glossy black hair. Jeanne knew that her appearance was human-like, but was a devil’s transformation. 


  Succubus Princess Hinemarill. 


  In the daytime, she was disguised in civilian clothes, but this time she was wearing the battle garments of the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance. This devil had disguised herself as a mercenary to get in here. 


  “I changed my appearance with an application of the illusory enchantment. I wanted to try to deceive humans with this.” 


  “Did it bother you that Kai saw through you during the day?”


  “Yes. That’s why I had to be more serious. I decided to change my clothes as well as the amount of perfume.” 


  “……The clothes taken from my subordinate.”


  “Don’t look so scared. They’re getting a little sleep outside this building. So don’t be scared like that, okay boys?”


  Succubus Princess Hinemarill who had turned into a mercenary soldier of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance, winked to men who stood besides Jeanne. 


  And took a step forward. 


  From the center of the room to the commander standing in the back. 


  “You!”


  “D, don’t come closer!”


  Succubus Princess Hinemarill did not stop. 


  In front of Jeanne who sat in a chair. To a distance such that this devil’s hand could touch her. 


  “This distance──”


  The devil reached out her hand. 


  The purple claws touched the surface of Jeanne’s armor. She looked down happily as the surface of the amor melted slightly, making a sizzling noise. 


  “I eliminated body odor with human perfume. If I’m dressed in mercenary clothes, I’ll look just like one of your men. So I’m sure we can get close to this distance.”


  Jeanne took a breath. 


  She understood now. What this Succubus Princess Hinemarill was aiming for. 


  “Do you understand?”


  “……A surprise attack on the cryptids?”


  “Good answer. Ideally this would be Rath=IE, but it doesn’t matter if it’s someone else. 


  In the form of a low-profile soldier of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance──


  Her true identity was a hero-class devil. It must be impossible for even Rath=IE to guess, if he was confused by hundreds of soldiers. 


  “Devils will also move to defeat the cryptids. Are those devils you?” 


  “────”


  Through the edge of the black-haired girl’s lifted lips, her thin fangs peeked out slightly. 


  “I’ve been ordered to do so. Didn’t I say that?”


  “……By who?”


  “You’ll see. That’s not alway good news for humans.” 


  And Succubus Princess Hinemarill turned away. 


  “I hope you have a fun trip. Ah, and while you’re at it, prepare some clothes for me. These clothes is too tight in the chest for me, even if the size is perfect.”


  



  
  


  
  



World.2: Human, Elf and Succubus
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  Urza Federation, west of the woodlands──


  There were thin clouds floating in the air, swept away by the wind and becoming flatter. If one turned to look at the horizon, one could see a green sea of clouds that could be called a thick, spread out forest.  


  It should have been that. 


  “What’s with that forest, every trees’ leaves are all black……tree disease? 


  “It’s those devils’ forest, isn’t it? What, Kai, you not being aware is surprising.” 


  Inside the car──


  in the back seat of a military vehicle on the highway, Reirin muttered. 


  “That’s what happens when the devils’ miasma sticks like that. That way of dyeing is, from my impression, most likely decades old.”


  “……I’ve never seen the real thing before. That is, that degree of black.” 


  “It’s most likely the magical beast’s nest. Devils do not live inside that forest, if anything, they prefer buildings similar to human structures. That is something you are knowledgeable in.”


  “……I see.” 


  After Dark Empress Vanessa ran over the imperial capital Urzak, the property she chose to be her home was none other than Urza government palace. 


  “It’s the time when the generation of trees changes. After another three hundred or four hundred years, that forest’s trees will themselves transform into black trees that release miasma. 


  “……If that’s the case?” 


  “I don’t care.That’s what the forest chose.”


  Contrary to Kai’s expectations, the elf shrine maiden’s way of speaking was cool.  


  “The same goes for the Elf Forest. It’s a form of coexistence, but also the result of the sidhes planting and growing many trees’ seeds that are good for them. That forest is the same. It became a good living place for devils and magical beasts. Because of that, the trees will not die.” 


  “That’s a little unexpected.”


  “Hm?”


  “Surely talking about things like the devil’s forest should be hard to stomach for you. It’s an enemy race’s forest. 


  “Isn’t it that when the forest’s vegetation composition changes, natural things exist?If the devil’s miasma changed the forest to desert, then that wouldn’t be the case.  


  “Then, you don’t mind that black forest?”


  “I can’t disavow the forest itself. But the simple problem is in that situation, swarms of magical beasts started to live in that forest. 


  Spinning around, Reirin’s words became rough as if they were meant to be thrown away.


  She took a glance at the rearview mirror. Seeing the huge beast reflected there, the elf clicked her tongue in displeasure.


  “Rinne, how are the circumstances?” 


  “……Mm. It hasn’t transformed since a short while ago. It’s been running next to Jeannya’s car the whole time.” 


  “Don’t lose your focus. If that huge thing approaches from behind, this kind of small car will be flattened.”


  The monster with the outward appearance of a rhinoceros, the “Jabberwock.” 


  Although it was a demon with large magic power, due to its resemblance to a magical beast, it was often called that instead. It made earth tremors and was running parallel to the Urza Humanity Rebellion Resistance’s vehicle. 


  “I think Jeanne doesn’t feel like living ……Neither do I……”


  The first car was driven by Kai. 


  Behind it were five more cars. Twenty mercenary soldiers, including Jeanne, were on board, but the Jabberwock was running alongside Commander Jeanne’s car. 


  If──


  The car slipped horizontally and turned the steering wheel, or the magical beast approached, the two would collide for sure. 


  No, if anything the car would be one-sidedly flattened.


  “You find the viewing experience behind us humans to be detestable.Having said that, running ahead would be like a lackey. So you want to run besides us? 


  This liar. Taking the trouble to run alongside humans was to intimidate──that was the human side’s feelings. 


  “──I’m Kai. Report from the first car.” 


  Picked up the correspondence device. 


  “There’s no change ahead. It seems like magical beasts live in the forest, but there have been no appearances so far. We will continue traveling.” 


  “Understood.” 


  Commander Jeanne’s voice. 


  “Jeanne, I want to hear one thing.” 


  “The situation of the magical beast running alongside us? I’m already used to it running just beside me. If anything, the animal stench is more troublesome than the huge body. If we weren’t moving, I’d open the trunk and wear a gas mask.” 


  “……That’s a disaster. By the way, who is that person?” 


  “Who knows? He or she should still be on the back of the magical beast.” 


  Just at the moment of that conversation ──


  The roof of the vehicle Kai and the others were on made a thumpingsound, which elevated to a loud scream. 


  “Above?! No way……Rinne, Reirin, watch the top!”


  The sunroof slid open fully from the driver’s seat. 


  The bright blue sky was the first visible thing──


  “My, did you open that just for me?”


  Giggles and suspiciously smiling lips. 


  Although they were backlit, the limbs that flaunted the excessively conspicuous twin hills of the chest forcibly drew Kai’s eyes to it. 


  “…………”


  “My, what’s with that expression that makes you look like you want to say something?” 


  “If you’re jumping on a human vehicle, at least say something. The sunroof will be hard to fix if it breaks.”


  “Even if I told you the sound of the wind would make it inaudible?”


  “There is an elf and Rinne here. They’re guaranteed to hear you well.”


  “Ah, that is right.” 


  From the sunroof of the car driving on the highway, the young female demon motionlessly turned her gaze to the car. 


  Rinne and Reirin were in the back seats. And the Succubus Princess Hinemarill’s aim was to decide to sit in the empty passenger seat.


  “I’ve discovered a good plaーce.”


  “Huh!? Wait, you devil, what are you doing?!”


  Darn it──


  It was too late when Rinne shouted with a shocked expression. The devil gallantly slid into the seat by Kai. 


  “The seat next to Kai is mine!” 


  “But aren’t you sitting in the seat behind him?” 


  “Th……that, the back seat is wide and comfortable, so I was just a bit distant!” 


  “I don’t care if it’s cramped.” 


  In the seat next to him──


  Kai’s arm holding the handle was slowly entwined with both of Succubus Lord Hinemarill’s supple arms. She stuck it to her skin, carefully, bewitchingly. 


   Furthermore, she came in closer to hold it against her chest. 


  “The more narrow it is, the more useful it is to stick together. Isn’t that right, human? 


  “Put your seatbelt on.” 


  “…………”


  The devil’s hand that was touching Kai’s cheek stopped. 


  “You never know when a sudden brake will happen. It would be bad if the steel machine broke through and crawled up through this highway. 


  “Boring.” 


  Hinemarill breathed out a big sigh. 


  “And this ‘mess.’ Your hand, separate it.” 


  “……Don’t touch Kai.”


  “That’s why I’m trying to pull my hand back. Your animal strength is interfering.”


  Rinne’s hand was constraining the Succubus Lord’s wrist. 


  The two gazes clashed fiercely in silence, and Rinne moved away first. 


  ……I understood completely, but it was just like Rinne. 


  ……She was reliable in not being afraid of staring down a hero-level demon.


  Then I could guess. 


  The power between the two was about the same. Otherwise, Hinemarill would assuredly overrun Rinne by sheer force because of the devil’s nature. 


  It was troublesome enough to hesitate, each one cautious of the other. 


  “Is Reirin okay?” 


  “What are you saying. An elf shrine maiden like me has no reason for me to be afraid of this kind of small devil! 


  “Well, small devil, or rather, hero-class ……”


  “Even so.” 


  It’s the sidhe’s pride. 


  In front of the enemy race, rather than folding her arms in an ordinary way, the elf folded her arms in a more dignified manner than usual. 


  “It’s obvious that this kind of half naked devil’s intellect is inferior.”


  “The elf who has a thin body also has poor things to say.” 


  “What’s wrong with a flat chest?!


  “……YesーI get it, I get it. Reirin, be quiet too.” 


  Inside the car, the three girls were having a staring contest. 


  It was a strange sight that all except Kai were different races. 


  “Hmm?” I got on the car for a change of pace, but──”


  Hinemarill crossed her knees in the passenger seat.


  “This car doesn’t have a good view. Most of the sound outside is inaudible.” 


  “I wouldn’t mind if you returned to the back of the magical beast right now.”


  “Isn’t that cold. There’s a charming succubus next to you. Well whatever, I’ll take my time with the seduction……」


  The devil girl’s hand reached out. 


  Her fingers grabbed Kai’s communicator from the driver’s seat in no time.


  “H, hey?!”


  “Humans have conversations with this, don’t they? I know from the slaves who carried these too.”


  The humans in the imperial capital Urzak were enslaved. 


  This was because Underworld Empress Vanessa, also known as the strongest succubus, brainwashed many thousands of humans and put them under her control. 


  “……Did the devils learn how to use this machine? 


  “This is convenient. It doesn’t use magic, so the elves and holy ghosts can’t sense it. 


  The devil happily touched the communications device. 


  Kai’s eyes opened more and more as he saw that kind of dexterity. 


  “I don’t want to make it myself, but it’s fun to use machines made by humans. It’s very interesting.”


  “What are you planning on doing?”


  “────Heーre. Can you hear me?”


  Currently, Kai’s communicator could only talk with the Humanity Rebellion Resistance.


  The first to connect was…


  “Hinemarill?”


  “I’m in the car right now. I’m next to Kai, borrowing the machine.”


  “……And?”


  “I want you to change your direction a little                                     .”


  “What?!”


  “Ah, don’t talk with such a scary voice. Even though things appear this way, I’m saying this for the good of you all.”


  She took a sidelong glance at Kai, who continued to drive. 


  The Succubus Lord’s claw pointed to the devil’s forest overlooking the highway. 


  “Soon there will be the first magical beast nest. There are about three of them scattered around this area.” 


  “…………”


  “There are two kinds of magical beasts. The obedient and not-so-obedient ones.” 


  “The ones ahead are?”


  “Of course the latter. They are very territorial and will probably attack the moment it sees a human car. If you find that unpleasant, change your course right away. You can get to the national border of the West without driving straight on the road, do you?”


  The pathless road. 


  This desolate ground would mercilessly wear away at the tires. Even if we could pass through safely, there was no doubt the tires’ lifespan would decrease. 


  Even so, the devil was saying we should push on. 


  “……I understand. We’ll avoid the magical beasts’ nests. All cars, as you heard.” 


  The Holy Knight of Light complied bitterly. 


  “Kai, I’m sorry, but can I ask you to continue as the lead car? 


  “I’ll drive safely.” 


  He turned the steering wheel sharply. 


  The asphalt pavement gave way to the hard cracked ground. The tires rotating at high speed sent pebbles flying up into the air. 


  “Whoa whoa, Kai! Drive more courteously!” 


  “I am driving courteously. It’s the ground that’s not courteous.”


  If I lost focus, the steering wheel would go out of my hands. 


  While avoiding the large grounds protruding out of the ground, Kai stole a glance at the Succubus Lord sitting next to him. 


  She was used to cars. Her calm cross-legged appearance was very different from the fluster of Rinne and Reirin when they first boarded. 


  ……It is becoming increasingly off of the canonical history’s record. 


  ……There was no record of devils being able to use human machines without difficulty. 


  Is this also the influence of the world reincarnation?


  It’s not only the sixth position “Steel Machine,” but also the five races that may be undergoing changes that deviated from the canonical history. 


  “Come on. I’m always fickle. All devils are fickle.” 


  Hinemarill played with the communicator, rolling it around in her palm. 


  “I can think of a lot of smart options.But I’m not satisfied with those. Although when I get to think like that──”


  She turned around. 


  “I’m more intelligent than the sidhe and impure crossbreed there.”


  “What?! The barbaric race head talks so arrogantly!”


  “That’s right! And yet the devils immediately get angry and attack with magic!” 


  ……Disagreeable. At first, Reirin said, “How can I talk to a human?”


  ……Rinne attacked me, who had helped her. 


  Are you in a position to talk?


  Next to Kai, who swallowed his inner thoughts…


  “Oh, I forgot.” 


  Before Kai could react, the devil girl opened the door vigorously. 


  The car was driving at great speed. 


  “Hey?! It’s dangerous──”


  “Leave.” 


  A roar that shook the atmosphere. 


  The magical beast Jabberwock, which was running alongside the car, screamed towards the sky. It started running backwards with the momentum gouging the hard ground. 


  “Does that mean you don’t need a companion?”


  “It’s just that soon we’ll be crossing the magical beast’s territory. Humans also have kings and nobles who determine their territories.” 


  “That’s the first time I’ve heard that. Does each devil have its own territory?”


  But there are some things that made sense. 


  Although they were devils, the huge bodies of magical beasts could not enter the habitat of, say, a small devil imp, which had a small body. As for the sidhes, the elves lived in the forests. The angels were able to live separately in the sky. 


  “Ehー……”


  Rinne was the one who responded with a disgusted voice. 


  “Is that place another devil’s territory?”


  “Are you asking me this? I don’t owe you an answer, but the answer is of course, yes. If they see this car, they might come.” 


  “I beg your pardon.” 


  It was unlikely that they’d attack us now that the Succubus Lord was here, but being surrounded by a horde of demons was never going to be a good feeling. 


  “The ancient devils are curious. I told them not to attack us, but I didn’t tell them not to gather. It’s rare to see a moving human car, and I think they’ll be curious to see it.” 


  “……Watch all you want. No more than that.” 


  “You better hope that happens.” 


  But──


  No matter how far we went, there was no sign of a demon horde appearing in front of the Humanity Rebellion Resistance.


  “Hmm, no sign of them?” 


  “Wait, succubus, did you lie to us?” 


  “…………That’s strange. Did something happen?”


  Hinemarill stood up. 


    Even though the car was moving, she opened the car door again and moved her upper body out of the car. 


  “I’m the Succubus Lord and I’m coming here? It’s hard to imagine that not even one of them is there to greet me.” 


  The timing coincided perfectly with the murmur. 


  On the pathless road. 


  


  A gunshot echoed. 


  


  “Tch, what?!”


  In this wilderness? Who was aiming for whom? 


  Kai’s doubts were blown away by the sight of the Succubus Lord spilling blood and bending backwards. 


  Bleeding? Was it a serious injury? 


  Before he checked anything, Kai only bellowed,


  “Hinemarill!”


  Deja vu. 


  The sight of Jeanne’s armor being shot and Rinne’s wings being pierced came to mind. 


  Steel machine race──


  Those mechanical lifeforms were monsters with a gun structure built into each of their bodies. 


  “That’s them!” 


  While trying to control the steering wheel with one hand, he desperately reached out. Kai grabbed the shoulder of the Succubus Lord, who was just barely able to stay in the car. 


  “Attack!” 


  He shouted into the communicator above his knees. 


  There was no time to wait for a reply from Jeanne, so Kai only continued to speak in a one-sided manner. 


  “It’s a steel machine! If you stop your car, you’ll be shot. Keep driving!” 


  Earth and sand were blowing up. 


  A cloud of dust rose up that blocked the route of the car, and I could definitely see a dark gray huge body crawling up from the ground.


  “Hinemarill, are you conscious?!”


  “…………”


  The Succubus Lord was holding her shoulder. 


  With all my might, I was trying to pull her back into the car as she was about to far out the car with her upper body slumping──


  Kai’s hand was brushed away by none other than the devil.


  “What?!”


  “────Don’t get carried away, fool!”


  The devil howled. 


  Acharming smile reflecting the intent for massacring appeared on the lips of the Succubus Lord, who was bleeding from her forehead. 


  “──It’s a thousand years too early for steel to kill me!” 


  The devil jumped out of the car. 


  While she held left hand over her forehead, which was covered in black blood, Kai saw a crimson glow reminiscent of purgatory in her right hand. 


  “Turn everything to dust!” 


  Bomb blast. 


  And then the ground turned upside down. 


  The earth and sand the steel machine was just about to emerge from was obliterated, and millions of fireballs dyed the air red.


  “This is bad?! The flames are approaching us……Rinne!”


  “Wa, wait a bit. What are you doing, succubus!” 


  Rinnejumped out of the car and thrust her hands towards the void. The swelling flames of the explosion were pushed by the invisible magic and shut off. 


  The flames were extinguished just before Kai’s car was burnt. 


  “Oh?” 


  “‘Oh’, what, succubus?! What were you doing?! It was about to reach us──”


  “I think it’s escaping. Stop the car.” 


  The cars suddenly stopped. 


  Six military vehicles stopped away from the flames. From there, the mercenary soldiers holding guns jumped out one after another. And when they saw the wounds of the Succubus Lord, they screamed a little. 


  Jeanne, who came running from behind, also frowned at the devil’s forehead. 


  Is the wound on the head……?”


  “Hm? I’m not worried at all. I thought it was about time it attacked. It was annoying that it went through my miasma.” 


  Hinemarill threw a piece of steel. 


  The fragments that were caught in Kai’s palm crumbled into pieces. 


  The bullet aimed at Hinemarill had already deteriorated sharply by the time it touched the miasma. Therefore, the Succubus Lord was at most only hit by pebbles. 


  ……It didn’t matter how injured she was. 


  ……She felt humiliated that she was still injured even after defending herself with the miasma. 


  “And the steel machine?” 


  “I let it get away. You’ll understand when you look.”


  The commander Jeanne, who was looking around, and Hinemarill, who was talking next to her, said to each other. 


  “You can see it dived into the ground just before the technique was activated. I was going to rip the ground apart, but…”


  “……You think it dove like a mole?” 


  “That steel seems to be able to dive through the earth like swimming in water. I’m sure it’s escaped to the end of the horizon by now. 


  It was a speed that exceeded the expectations of the Succubus Lord. 


  The speed at which it dove underground was extremely fast, and it escaped the direct hit of the magic technique in the nick of time. 


  “……Tch.” 


  The devil girl took her hand off of her forehead. 


  The wounds that should have been caused by the bullets had closed up nicely. There were only a few bullet holes left, but they would soon disappear. 


  “Ahh. It’s been about fifty years since I had a scar on my face.”


  “Hinemarill, you just said you couldn’t find your subordinates. The ancient demons that are territorial haven’t shown up. That……”


  “Hmm? That’s a problem. I don’t want that stranger to take my territory.” 


  The Succubus Lord put her hand to her lips and appeared to be thinking. 


  “Hey humans. I wonder if that guy has appeared somewhere on the horizon now. Since there are so many of you, you should at least make yourselves useful.” 


  “We’re searching. My men are looking around.” 


  Jeanne responded quickly. 


  Given the persistence that it had attacked with in the Devil’s Graveyard, it was hard to imagine that the steel machine had completely escaped. The reason it went underground was to avoid the magic of the Succubus Lord. We should be prepared for it to come back to the surface. 


  ……Hinemarill herself was more cautious than anyone else. 


  ……She didn’t say it directly, but she acknowledged the steel machine as a powerful enemy. 


  Kai held the Drake Nail. 


  Rinne and Reirin, who were standing next to each other, hadn’t said a word since the beginning because their senses had been sharpened to detect the counterattack of the steel machine. 


  But──


  No matter how long we waited, the steel machine that lurked in the ground did not appear. 


  “Rinne, you have a keen sense of smell, don’t you? Do you smell it?” 


  “No, not at all. I can’t hear any sound from the ground.” 


  “Me too. I don’t see any sign of approach at all.” 


  Reirin knelt down on the ground. 


  It seemed that she was searching for the sound with her ears close to the ground, but there seemed to be no doubt even with the elf’s hearing. 


  “Hmm. Either it was wary of me, or it went to call its friends……”


  “Huh? What’s there to be wary of with a chest as small as yours?” 


  “You bastard────────?!”


  The Succubus and the elf glared at each other. 


  And then. 


  “Jeanne-sama!” 


  Five human soldiers who were walking around the perimeter to investigate returned. The soldier at the end of the line was holding a huge bag with both hands. 


  “Is that the wreckage of the steel machine?” 


  “N, no……”


  The mercenary opened the mouth of the bag that was tied up. 


  What slipped out of the upside-down bag wasn’t a piece of steel. 


  “This is what we discovered.” 


  Softly. 


  It was a single feather that fell to the ground. 


  ──It was a golden feather larger than Kai’s height. 


  What?


  What was this huge feather? 


  Kai wasn’t the only one who forgot his words and stared at it. The commander Jeanne and his twenty men were all stunned and unable to move.


  “It’s a feather. No matter how you look at it.” 


  Reirin stroked the feather that had fallen to the ground. 


  “Cryptid race? But I don’t know of an individual with such flashy feathers.” 


  “……I agree too.” 


  Bending down next to the elf shrine maiden, Kai touched the golden feather with his fingertips. 


  Hard.


  The surface was smooth as silk, but the fibers of the hairs that made up the feathers were terrifyingly hard. I think even bullets would get repelled by them.


  ……Were the feathers this big? 


  ……If it was, how big was the body? This person is the size of a cryptid. 


  I felt a burning sensation in my chest.” 


  It wasn’t just the steel machines. 


  There was still some kind of tremendous monster in the immediate vicinity. Everyone felt that way. 


  “Everyone, let’s start make a fresh start soon, but──」


  Jeanne looked up at the sky. 


  She made sure she didn’t see anything in the bright blue sky. 


  “The enemy does not always appear from the ground. Always open the sunroof and keep an eye on the sky!” 


  The mercenaries turned around. 


  No one collected the feather that had fallen to the ground. The trunk of the car was full of cargo. There was no room for anything else.


  “Kai, are we leaving too?” 


  “Yeah. I want to collect this feather and examine it if I could, but it can’t be helped.” 


  He pulled on his Drake Nail and turned away. 


  “Rinne, Hinemerill, let’s go.” 


  “Ye-s!”


  “……Sadly, I’ve been aching for so long, but now it’s over?” 


  Despite being wounded, the devil girl slumped her shoulders as if regretting the interruption of the fight. 


  “I can’t just overflow with fighting spirit and then be done. Ilike being teased, but I don’t like being rushed.” 


  “It’s far from the end.” 


  Kai got into the driver’s seat and held a map of the Federation in his hands. 


  “We haven’t even crossed the northern border of Urza. Everything starts from here. 


  It was far off the planned highway. The current location that I have determined is only a guess, so we’ll have no choice but to take a pathless road from here. 


  “Hinemarill, will the ancient demon territory continue for a while?” 


  “I don’t know, but it seems like the territory has been devastated. Your map is also old, so why don’t we just proceed appropriately?


  “We’ll do our best to proceed appropriately. We want to choose the route that is even 1% safe. 


  “Humans are so serious……Ah, but. By the way.” 


  “What.” 


  A bold smile floated to Hinemarill’s lips. 


  “I just want to make sure you know, human, that there is a place that was discovered by the ancient demons a long time ago. I wonder what it is.” 


  “……What is that place?”


  “Was that human-made? I was curious as to why the devils would build such a cryptic thing in secret from us.” 


  The devil girl leaned forward, as if to show off her ample cleavage. 


  Pointing with jet black nails──


  It was a point on the map in Kai’s hand, right on the border between Northern Urza and Western Schultz. 


  “It’s right in front of the border. I’ll show you the way.” 
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