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  Chapter 001: Day of Descent and the 1,000 Chosen


  This darkness was comfortable for me. 


  Hiding in the dungeon filled with silence and death, I would strip the equipment from the now voiceless corpses of the explorers, and sell them to the black market. That’s how I somehow manage to get by in my meals. 


  At the burial chamber that’s intimate with death…


  Cloaking myself in darkness, I curl up and hold my breath today as well.


  So that no one sees me. 


  So that I don’t gather the attention of anyone. 


  And…


  So that everyone forgets about me…


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  From amongst the earthlings of various ‘births’, ‘upbringings’, ‘genders’ and ‘ages’; God has chosen 1,000 people to be sent to a different world —an isekai— that’s like the embodiment of swords and magic.


  This madness, that enveloped the whole Earth and still continued to do so, began one morning in June when I was finally starting to get used to my high school life. 


  For me, Kurose Hikaru, this event will be a turning point in my life. 


  No, to be more specific…it would be the ‘incident’. 


  A humanoid shape that could only be described as a light silhouette suddenly appeared in ‘all the unused displays’ around the world and stated this…


  [I am God.]


  At that time, I was in my classroom, in the middle of my first class of the day.


  The first one to notice what was displayed in the big TV of the classroom was a female student, and the next instant the sudden scream surprised everyone in the class, the words of ‘God’ had resonated in the weak speakers of the television.


  [Descending in this manner must have been surprising for you all. I have been waiting for my dear children to grow, you see. The time has come.]


  It was a tone of voice that felt as if it were seeping deep inside my heart. 


  A voice that could be taken as male or female. I couldn’t pinpoint an age from the voice either. 


  Even the female student that screamed had a dumbfounded face as she froze in place. 


  The teacher doing the class until now was suspecting it was some sort of prank or a malfunction, so they tried to use the controller to operate the TV, but ‘God’ didn’t disappear, and it was the same even when plugging it off. 


  The teacher went to check the state of the neighboring classroom, and it seems like that class as well had ‘God’ displayed on the screen of a smartphone someone had taken out. 


  [I have chosen 1,000 people from amongst you all. Selected people from the countries around the world mostly blindly. Of course, with no distinction between male and female either. Those that have experience in society, those that could still be called young boys, those at an advanced age; a variety.]


  By stating 1,000 people, it confirmed that this phenomenon was not only happening in our school. This school doesn’t even total 1,000 students after all.


  Even so, it is saying that this encompasses the countries around the whole world from all races and nations. This must be happening in the whole world in the literal sense of the word. It doesn’t feel real, but there’s no way something like this would feel real in the first place. To the point that I am even suspecting if I fell asleep in the middle of class out of boredom and am dreaming now. There were even students who pinched their cheeks to confirm.


  [I will have those 1,000 people go to that ‘one other world’.]


  Those words of God stirred up the class.


  Another world.


  Meaning, an isekai. 


  [By that one other world, I mean a different world that’s outside from this one that’s within my jurisdiction —a parallel world. To be more precise, ‘the one other world that was made reflecting your likes’.]


  The classroom grew noisier at those words of God. 


  But I myself couldn’t get that excited. 


  Because if you think about it calmly, the likelihood of getting chosen, and the likelihood of someone in this school getting chosen, are like the chances of winning the lottery. 


  Babies and elderly are most likely going to be excluded, but there’s 7 billion people on Earth.


  1 in 7 billion. If put in terms of the lottery, it would be like drawing the winning ticket in 1 or maybe 2 tries. On top of that, if there’s division between countries and races, the more disadvantageous you are if the population is high. It is on a level that you could even consider the chances to be 0.


  1 or 2 japanese high school students might get chosen, and it is not like I am not interested at all in a world of swords and magic though…


  [I will have the transferred people live their lives in that other world as they wish. There will be no demanding or forcing from us. You are free. However, the price of freedom is that there’s obviously the chance of death.]


  Looks like this is not a story where they tell you to become a hero and defeat the demon lord.


  I can’t tell what’s the aim of this ‘God’, but it can’t be helped to think of it as a being that’s outside human intellect. 


  [Of course, I don’t intend to have you go just like that. I plan on providing you with ‘Gifts’ that will help you in surviving.]


  By the time I noticed, everyone in class was silently listening as if they had been entranced by the words of God. 


  When I glanced at my childhood friend who is sitting diagonally in front of me, she had a shocked expression just like everyone else, and had her eyes nailed at the television.


  [I have also prepared entertainment for the many who will be left here. You will be able to watch the adventures of the ones who have journeyed off Live…in real time broadcast and cheer for them. I have created a specially set up site that everyone can access through a computer. Your support will directly become their strength. Isn’t that fun?]


  This was the first time a sign of emotions was shown in the words of God.


  By specially set up site, they must be referring to a website. 


  God is utilizing the internet to make a website? 


  I thought at first that maybe it might be God, but now it sounds like an ill natured joke. 


  Anyways, I am on the side that doesn’t want to go to a parallel world. 


  I can’t even function properly in this world, so I am not such a mature person that could live a fun life thrown in a world I don’t know anything about. 


  [The Chosen that gather specially high attention will be getting a variety of benefits, and will be assisted in ways that will make things easier for them. If you want to know more in detail about this, please check the specially set up site… Now then, about those most important 1,000 chosen people, I have placed a mark on them in a part of their body so that everyone can tell it is them. It is something that cannot be replicated with your technology by any means, so it should eliminate the possibilities of fakes showing up.]


  The moment God said this, the whole classroom grew noisy in an instant. 


  A mark somewhere in their bodies…


  I feel like it is devious how they didn’t even tell us the shape of it, but it is most likely something that you can tell it is that once you see it. 


  A number of the male students were even taking off their shirts to confirm. 


  [You are asking why I suddenly appeared and thought of this plan? Fufu, actually, I thought of this from the very beginning. The moment your civilization reached a certain level, I was thinking about giving you an interesting service, you see. For you people, a being like me with transcendental powers existing must be driving your religions mad, but…anyways, I don’t mind you considering this a reward from me to you. Enjoy it to its fullest. If you have any requests, I will receive them on the special site. I say that, but I am not taking requests to become a Chosen, okay? You might have suspicions of foul play in regards to the selection of the Chosen, but I swear to God that it was random. Fufu…get it?]


  Despite calling itself God, it has quite the friendly personality.


  Or maybe it is just acting that way. 


  Even while God was speaking, my classmates were searching for the ‘mark’ that might have shown somewhere on their bodies. 


  I knew the probability of me being one was close to zero, and most of all, only mood riders that get easily influenced by the atmosphere would go along with a sudden event like this, so I kept it to just flipping my sleeve a bit to confirm. 


  I am the type that doesn’t stand out in class. 


  The so-called anti-social guy.


  Showing myself getting super excited from hearing the word ‘isekai’ would be ‘way too fitting’ for me.


  [Right right, I forgot to say something. The mark is at your palm.]


  Those added words made everyone -even the teacher- look at their own hands to confirm as if by reflex. 


  I also gave it a good amount of time before confirming myself. 


  (…Well, figures.)


  There was no mark on my palms. 


  The probabilities were as low as winning the lottery in one try. The chances of not a single one in this whole school, or maybe even in this whole city being chosen are higher. 


  That’s how it works when it is on a scale of 1,000 in the whole world.


  (Eh?!) 


  I am sorry for my classmates who are all excited here, but that’s why I thought not a single one of them in this classroom…no, in this whole school would be chosen.


  —That is, until I saw the face of my childhood friend.


  That girl -Souma Nanami- was looking straight ahead, placing both her hands on top of the desk as if she were hiding her palms. 


  Even though she was facing ahead, she wasn’t looking at anything —it is the face she makes when something unexpected happens and her brain blanks out. 


  And then, she turned my way as if making a *gigigi* sound.


  A pale white face as if her blood had been completely drained from it. 


  With eyes on the verge of tears. 


  “Hi-chan… I…” (Nanami)


  Within this still noisy classroom, there wasn’t anyone who was paying attention to Namami who was the same plain type as me. 


  That’s why there was no one who noticed her slowly raising the palm of her left hand this way, that has a mandala-like geometric pattern that was constantly changing its colors and even its shape as if it were alive. 


  God had, at some point in time, disappeared from the television.


  Chapter 002: Tumult of the world and childhood friend


  An uproar that was as if heaven and earth had turned upside down spread around the whole world soon after. 


  God had made its appearance after all.


  For the countries that respect religion, it had enough impact to overturn common sense itself. 


  The internet, television, newspapers, and almost all forms of news media were talking about ‘God’.


  ‘Just what was that?’ ‘Was that really God?’ ‘In the first place, what even is God?’


  It was a discussion that had no answers at present, but it was certain that this was the biggest ‘incident’ of the century. We are talking about God appearing in the displays of the whole world -apparently didn’t show up in the ones that were being used though- at the same time. 


  It was morning in Japan when it happened, but there were apparently places where God appeared late at night or early morning due to the time difference. 


  The countries and religious organizations were giving their respective statements regarding God.


  The only thing that they shared in common was that all religions and all countries didn’t acknowledge that as being the true God. 


  It has God-like powers -that point alone was certain. Even so, using this as the reason to acknowledge that as being God would apparently destroy the notion of religion from its very roots. 


  One religion said that’s the devil, and one country claimed it was international cyberterrorism. 


  In one country, there was even a tragic incident where a group of people had killed a ‘Marked’ boy stating that he had been seduced by the devil. They said things like ‘the ‘Mark’ disappears once they die’, and ‘the ‘Mark’ is passed to the person that killed them’; news that lacked any sort of credibility…


  Most people easily accepted that as being God, and their interest mostly shifted to the parallel world.


  43 people were chosen from Japan.


  It is apparently on the high side when considering the population, but I can’t really tell. 


  The problem for me is that my childhood friend Nanami has been chosen. 


  “Uuuuh… This is the worst… The worst… Can you return from this…?” (Nanami) 


  “I don’t know, but according to the information we have now, it doesn’t sound possible.” (Hikaru) 


  It has already been half a day since then, and yet, Nanami was still crying in her bed. 


  Nanami is the gentle and calm type, so it was a bit surprising that she already had a life plan, but what’s certain is that she now has been cut off from all things like university and employment -even if there’s the chance to go to school or get a job in that other world. 


  God has been uploading bits and pieces of information since then. 


  But, putting it bluntly, there’s currently no information that would bring her peace of mind. 


  There’s not much time left for Nanami.


  She has only been given half a year in order to prepare until she is transferred. 


  There’s no way the mass media and the countries would leave the ‘Chosen Ones’ alone in that half year span. 


  When Nanami went to school, all the students gathered to spectate this ‘Marked’. 


  There’s only 43 japanese people who have the ‘Mark’, so of course they would find it intriguing, but it was a situation where it was almost impossible to have classes. 


  Curious onlookers would come even from outside the school too, and the mass media would lie in wait in front of the school gate. It didn’t even take 3 days for the principal to tell Nanami to be on standby at her house which was just another way of telling her to  stay away. 


  I could only watch my childhood friend crying without being able to do anything. 


  The most I can do is gather as much information as possible so that even when she goes to that other world, she can still manage to live there.


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  The days passed by together with the same noise. 


  My life didn’t change much, but the life of Nanami was already changing drastically exactly because it is before going to the parallel world. 


  Because her face has been shown around now, even more onlookers have come to the school. Nanami has technically dropped out, so she hasn’t come to school. 


  A special program was made by gathering the 43 Chosen, and Nanami showed up in her usual school uniform on tv. 


  Her presence at school was thin just like me, and if I had to put her on one side, I would say she is on the bullied side, but right now she is completely the favorite child of the era. 


  Due to the parallel world information that was slowly being disclosed by God, the gears of the world were turning even faster. 


  I would note that information down and explain it to Nanami.


  God has allowed the chosen 1,000 to ‘bring one thing that they can hold in one hand’. The countries have put their all to create the products for their own country’s ‘chosen’.


  From Japan, they would be provided a high spec body armor developed in America. 


  There should be no guns in an isekai, so it is resistant to blades, impacts, fire, and electricity; a product tailored for a fantasy world. It is apparently the kind of product that would easily go over 10,000,000 yen if you were to purchase it normally. 


  However, God has given the strict order that the item they bring can’t go against the will of the person themselves, so to not force them to. They are technically free to choose. It seems Nanami is troubled over what to bring. 


  “Hi-chan, about what to bring, I think I would get homesick, so I am thinking photos would be a good idea.” (Nanami)


  Nanami said this and took out an album.


  An album filled with memories that she herself handpicked. 


  “No, it definitely would be better to go for the body armor. There’s no knowing what will be there, you know? There’s no assurance that it will be a peaceful world like Japan.” (Hikaru)


  “Eeh… But that thing’s not cute… It looks stuffy too…” (Nanami)


  “I honestly would want you to bring a proper weapon. Just bear with it.” (Hikaru)


  “Eeh, but won’t that stand out instead?” (Nanami)


  “Isn’t it okay to just hide it with a cloak?” (Hikaru)


  Right now the only choice is the body armor. 


  It is like being able to bring an armor that can let you fight the last boss right away after all. If it were me choosing, I would choose that. 


  Nanami made a slightly sad face, but in the end, maybe because of the country, her parents, and advice from outside, she chose the body armor. 


  Her wanting to bring photos is just like her, but it has already been settled that she will be sent to a different world. Even if Nanami doesn’t want to go to another world, even if I wish from the bottom of my heart for someone else to take her place…


  There’s already no escape. 


  Then, I would like her to make the choice that will have the highest probability of survival… I do feel bad for Nanami, but she has been chosen by God. There’s no way to stop the transfer. 


  To be honest here, I even want to insult God that they should be choosing more suitable people. 


  But in the eyes of God, you could even say that choosing people who are ‘unsuitable’ like Nanami would be more amusing. It is an ill natured plan of broadcasting the humans that will be going to that world after all.


  I doubt there were no such intentions in play when they were choosing the ones to be transferred. 


  Anyways, it has already been settled. 


  She may not like it, it may be unexpected, even so, she has no choice but to prepare herself ahead of time. 


  Thanks to my two little sisters who are proficient in languages, we also managed to gather information from overseas. 


  How to say it, it is like their personalities showed in the items they were bringing. Contrary to all the japanese people that had chosen the body armor, in the other countries (even America) the items they were bringing were very varied. There were unexpectedly a lot of people who were bringing musical instruments, most likely due to their expectations that music will overcome communication.


  I am pretty worried about Nanami being thrown into a parallel world, but I also feel a bit jealous… I am honestly feeling conflicted here. 


  As for Nanami herself, she was cursing while crying at first, but it seems like she had come to terms with it in her heart as time went on, she had somewhat gotten more positive about going to a parallel world. 


  Even so, it is not like she is proactive like the other Chosen. It seems like this side of her resonated well in the tv and magazine interviews, in social media, she had been cemented as a loved character despite being teased as well. 


  In the official site managed by God, exclusive bulletin boards and chat rooms for the respective chosen were made, and due to it being translated to all languages, it had traffic flooding from the whole world, and they were all writing whatever they pleased. 


  I myself checked the page of Nanami out of curiosity, but the personal information of Nanami had been exposed completely, and it was content that I just couldn’t stomach to look at any longer. 


  She had already lost any privacy, and I was repulsed at how they were treating her like a panda on display, but there’s already no method to stop this development. 


  The broadcast of God was being done once every week. 


  The parallel world that was being unveiled steadily. 


  The ‘benefits’ for the chosen that were steadily being made clear.


  The special official site that God had prepared was being accessed by people from all around the world everyday without end, and it managed to get the world rank 1 website in the blink of an eye. 


  Despite there still being 1 month before the people are transferred, popularity polls were being made, and the number 1 was a french girl. Nanami also put up a good fight and got 79. She was 8th among the japanese. The person herself was surprised and humbled herself like crazy, but she is already a worldwide celebrity. 


  I was feeling somewhat proud as her childhood friend.


  And so, explosive days passed and…


  That day finally came. 


  Chapter 003: Different World Bulletin Board [Country: JPN – C] 3679th


  –1: Anonymous from Earth


  Summary of things until now. 


  1,000 were chosen. Unfortunately, there doesn’t seem to be a way to substitute with others. 


  The Chosen will be starting with all of their diseases cured. Even their eyesight will be recovered to 2.0.


  Your resistance to illnesses will be adjusted to the level of the locals (you won’t die instantly from an unknown virus).


  43 japanese people have been selected. 


  Before arriving in the parallel world, they will have to assign their provided skill points, and strengthen themselves. You can even change your age apparently. 


  Everyone will be getting an automatic isekai language translation ability. They will be able to read and write as well. 


  That world is apparently the very same as a medieval fantasy game. They use magic with something that’s called Spirit Energy, and it can even strengthen your body. 


  The item you can bring is something that you can carry with one hand, and it is limited to one thing. A gun which is made of several different parts is passable, but you can only bring the magazine that’s already in the gun.


  –2: Anonymous from Earth


  Is there possibly going to be a development where God themself has mixed into the group of Chosen and going all overpowered MC on us? 


  –3: Anonymous from Earth


  That would really kill the mood.


  –4: Anonymous from Earth


  Nanami-chan is so cutie cute. 


  –5: Anonymous from Earth


  I am worried about whether Nanami-chan can actually survive in a world of swords and magic as a plain female high school student.


  …That girl was frozen stiff the whole time in stuff like television shows and didn’t say a word. 


  –6: Anonymous from Earth


  If I were her parent, I would be so worried I would be dying inside.


  –7: Anonymous from Earth


  Kuh! If only I could take her place…!


  –8: Anonymous from Earth


  As if I will let you take that…! I will take her place…! 


  –9: Anonymous from Earth


  Everyone feels that way.


  –10: Anonymous from Earth


  But things are developing fast. This is not a bulletin board anymore, it is more of a chatroom. 


  –11: Anonymous from Earth


  No, today is actually on the slow side. It is real late in the night after all.


  –12: Anonymous from Earth


  Threads have been divided by countries, and on top of that, Japan is divided even further by ABC. 


  –13: Anonymous from Earth


  Even with that, it is still crazy fast. The A group is specially impossible to keep up with. 


  –14: Anonymous from Earth


  There was the urban legend that if you kill a Chosen, you get the right passed onto you…


  –15: Anonymous from Earth


  That one was completely refuted. In China, the murderer was actually given the death sentence. This is an overseas story though. 


  –16: Anonymous from Earth


  At any rate, I am looking forward to it. So 1 more week, huh.


  –17: Anonymous from Earth


  The internet has been all about the isekai in the blink of an eye…


  –18: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s way too many characters that I can’t even get a grasp of them all though! 


  Is there a player you guys recommend? 


  –19: Anonymous from Earth


  Talking about ‘characters’ and ‘players’…


  They are all going to be going there with their lives on the line, you know?! 


  –20: Anonymous from Earth


  It definitely gotta be the France representative, Jean-chan! 


  –21: Anonymous from Earth


  The popularity rank 3, Maximilian Marshal-sama, is definitely the one I am interested in.


  I want him to crush everything with power. 


  –22: Anonymous from Earth


  Sounds nice; muscles. 


  He seems to be an SP on active duty, so I would like him to show the power of earthlings to the isekai natives there. 


  –23: Anonymous from Earth


  Jean-chan is cute, but didn’t she say she was a gamer…?


  Is she gonna be okay…?


  –24: Anonymous from Earth


  You can apparently increase your body specs, so it should be okay…probably. 


  Also, it is not like Jean-chan is the representative of France. 


  She is simply the most popular among the french. 


  –25: Anonymous from Earth


  By the way, are they going to show the gorey parts too? 


  –26: Anonymous from Earth


  Maybe even what happens after you lose to goblins…?


  –27: Anonymous from Earth


  According to God, they will be showing everything as it is.


  –28: Anonymous from Earth


  I’ve heard that there’s people who are looking forward to seeing the beautiful ladies facing tragic situations…


  –29: Anonymous from Earth


  We are talking about the whole world watching, so of course there would be those who would find enjoyment in those kinds of things.


  –30: Anonymous from Earth


  I just want to see them fight some monsters.


  –31: Anonymous from Earth


  But fighting monsters means there’s the possibility of dying. 


  If you were to see that, wouldn’t it normally be traumatic? 


  This is not a movie, you know.


  –32: Anonymous from Earth


  I bet 2,000 sol that the screen will turn black when a player dies and there will be bloody letters spelling GAME OVER! 


  –33: Anonymous from Earth


  That would be really tasteless.


  –34: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s apparently a lot of Chosen in other countries that have begun to learn martial arts in preparation for their journey to the parallel world.


  –35: Anonymous from Earth


  They can learn to fight against humans, but will those martial arts work on monsters…?


  –36: Anonymous from Earth


  It is a whole lot better than doing nothing. 


  –37: Anonymous from Earth


  Wouldn’t it help them more to learn parkour for when they have to run away and stuff? 


  –38: Anonymous from Earth


  They can bring firearms, so a rambo mode with an assault rifle for a strong early game might be possible. 


  –39: Anonymous from Earth


  In some countries, they are making people carry magazines. Speaking of the limit one can carry in one hand for magazines, I would say 300 rounds?


  –40: Anonymous from Earth


  In the eyes of the people in that world, we would totally be invaders. 


  –41: Anonymous from Earth


  Wouldn’t that plan blow up completely if the one carrying the gun and the one carrying the bullets start in different locations…?


  –42: Anonymous from Earth


  You can’t choose the place you start at?


  –43: Anonymous from Earth


  You can’t. You can choose from [Safe], [Normal], and [Dangerous], but it is by default random.


  –44: Anonymous from Earth


  My utmost condolences to the guy that has to carry 100 kilograms worth of bullets to the parallel world.


  –45: Anonymous from Earth


  I can only see a future where they safely reunite and the gun wielding one shoots the bullet carrier to death…


  –46: Anonymous from Earth


  I am looking at the information of the players, but I can’t tell the difference between the overseas players. They must also be thinking all the asians look the same. 


  –47: Anonymous from Earth


  No matter what happens, you would still want to root for the Chosen of your own country, and I am even smelling a representative war broiling.


  –48: Anonymous from Earth


  But a 24 hour real time broadcast, huh…


  I am going to quit my job for the sake of this…


  –49: Anonymous from Earth


  I get ya. I also quitted.


  –50: Anonymous from Earth


  Stop putting your life more on the line than the Chosen, lol.


  –51: Anonymous from Earth


  What about Japan’s most popular Ikakin-san? 


  –52: Anonymous from Earth


  A youtuber is strong as expected. He will be able to make programs that gather attention from the viewers after all.


  –53: Anonymous from Earth


  Programs, you say…


  It will be a real time broadcast, right? 


  –54: Anonymous from Earth


  Even if that’s the case, having that sort of experience is big. 


  In other words, it is basically a live stream. 


  –55: Anonymous from Earth


  By the way, what’s that about Viewer Points? 


  –56: Anonymous from Earth


  The one granted to the Chosen? We won’t know for sure until it begins, but isn’t it like Youtube? The kind where you get points from the bookmaker depending on the channel subscriptions and the amount of views.


  –57: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t call it a bookmaker.


  –58: Anonymous from Earth


  Then that’s the Youtube style. Ikakin is going to be super strong.


  –59: Anonymous from Earth


  Won’t it be more like an Isekai Reality Show? 


  –60: Anonymous from Earth


  The popular players will monopolize the points, get stronger, and by getting stronger, they get more attention from the viewers…is what will happen, right? Resources are finite, and with this system, won’t you get checkmated if there isn’t some sort of lifesaving measure for the weak ones? 


  –61: Anonymous from Earth


  You can get potions with points, right? 


  –62: Anonymous from Earth


  Everything related to items. You apparently can get stuff like weapons, armors, and magic scrolls, and you can even increase your own abilities with points. The minute details of it have not been announced yet, but anyone can tell that the playstyle will change depending on whether you got the points or not. 


  –63: Anonymous from Earth


  The bookmaker must have thought about something for that stuff.


  –64: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t call it a bookmaker.


  Chapter 004: Nanami and One Ending


  When that time comes, the 1,000 that have been chosen by God will be sent to the parallel world.


  The time is at midnight GMT on January 1st. 


  Due to the time difference, the departure will be at 9 a.m. in Japan.


  That day was unfortunately rainy, and the morning news said it was rare for it to be raining on new year’s day.


  I left home with an umbrella in hand in order to give my final farewells to Nanami.


  As I exited my house, there was a TV crew slightly further away that must have just arrived. I saw them directing their cameras at me, and I simply bowed at them lightly. 


  My house is not only small, but is also facing a busy road, so with several TV station crews blocking the way, traffic jams happen.


  On the day Nanami was chosen, there was quite the trouble regarding that, so they have decided to take their positions at a sidewalk slightly further away. Well, today will be the last day they chase after Nanami.


  God didn’t unveil more information than necessary about the parallel world.


  What we know is that it is a similar world to Earth, and that it is a fantasy world of swords and magic. The Chosen will be given Bonus Points to strengthen themselves, exchange for items, and start in a state you desire to a certain extent… That’s at most what we got. 


  There wasn’t much advice I could give Nanami.


  Even if she can strengthen her body slightly, I can’t imagine Nanami fighting monsters. Then, does she have any other choice than living her life safely in a city? 


  In that case, instead of putting points into strengthening herself aimlessly, it would be better to change it for items and money. But if she were to have money and good items while still being weak, she might end up getting robbed and killed… Then, there really is a need for strength…? I went around in circles and couldn’t get a clear answer.


  My little sisters said that putting the necessary points in strengthening yourself is big because there’s a high chance that you won’t be able to get them later, so they said that you must take those kinds of things, but we are not robust game characters to begin with.


  That’s why, in the end, there’s no choice but to decide what ability to get after having a look at them. With that in consideration, you can then distribute your points in a balanced manner. That was the safest way. 


  That was the conclusion we reached.


  “…Did I get here a bit too late? Even so, it is pretty silent in the house of Nanami…” (Hikaru)


  It is still 8 in the morning though.


  Are they still sleeping despite it being the day of departure? 


  The Chosen were originally supposed to gather in the Tokyo Dome where the people would oversee their departure, but Nanami declined it. She refused in a tv program saying she wanted to pass her last moments with her family. 


  Well, there’s the chance that the mass media that can’t read the mood will be showing up at the last minute, but there’s currently no one. They might unexpectedly respect the last moments of the Chosen. 


  Or maybe they are not pushing it because they are scared of the divine punishment of God.


  “Good morning, it is me, Hikaru!” (Hikaru)


  The entrance was open, so I just entered, but this is strange. 


  Even though the lights are on, there’s no sound.


  I am acquainted with the family of Nanami due to our families being friends. It is hard to believe that they would still be asleep the day her daughter is going to be departing. 


  I take off my shoes and go in while having a bad feeling. 


  The door leading to the dining room was closed and the light was on, but there was only silence ruling the place. 


  “Good morning! …This is strange.” (Hikaru)


  Has she already been transferred?


  I head to the room of Nanami while still carrying this bad feeling. 


  Her room is on the second floor. 


  It was as if the only sound in this house covered in silence were the sounds of the rainfall, my heartbeats, and my clattering teeth. 


  “Nanami…? Are you there?” (Hikaru)


  Even when I knocked on the door, there was no response. 


  I steel myself and open the door to the room of Nanami.


  And there she was.


  Eyes closed, and her body laying down as if leaning on the bed.


  Her abdomen…no, her whole upper body was dark red from what was the remains of blood, creating a sea of blood that dyed the carpet red. 


  “Na…nami…?” (Hikaru)


  I ran to her on the verge of falling. 


  “Nanami! Oi! Wake up! Nanami…!” (Hikaru)


  I shook her by the shoulders, but her head was swinging powerlessly. 


  Without any strength as if she were a doll.


  I felt blood was draining from my face. 


  …She is dead?


  ……Nanami was killed…?


  My brain couldn’t process this.


  She said that going to a parallel world was scary. 


  My childhood friend that was sobbing as she pleaded for someone to switch with her?


  Even though she was energetic yesterday. 


  She hasn’t had any big injuries ever either. 


  That Nanami had died the very day she was going to be transferred.


   I don’t know for how long I was spaced out here.


  It might have been an instant, and it may have been an hour. 


  My brain couldn’t even process to check whether the aunt and uncle of Nanami are okay. My whole body was trembling, and I couldn’t even breathe properly. 


  It was as if my brain, heart, my whole body was trying its hardest to deny this reality. 


  “A-Anyways…I have to call an ambula—” (Hikaru)


  Just when I had regained a bit of calm and took out my smartphone, a voice rang from my back and the feeling of something hot being driven into my body happened almost at the same time.


  “…Gah?! W-What’s…this?” (Hikaru)


  My vision is dyed bright red. 


  Heat began to spread from my back as if my blood was flowing in reverse. My consciousness flickered as if matching the rhythm of my heart. 


  My back was burning hot. 


  It was as if a scorching iron pipe had been driven into me. 


  “Good grief. Don’t scare me. You are…Kurose, was it? Were you dating? Sorry for killing her.” 


  When I look back, there was a man around the same age as me. 


  A guy from the same school that I have seen before. 


  We have never been in the same class. A guy I don’t remember the name of. 


  I think he was the kind of guy that would go ‘yay yay’ outside the groups of popular people. 


  Even though he is from a different class, he would sometimes come to our class, so I somewhat remember his face. 


  The guy that was lamenting exaggeratedly in a loud voice about not being chosen. 


  Why did he kill Nanami…? 


  Why does he know my name…?


  “Well, I will be disappearing to a parallel world. Just consider yourself unlucky and give up, Kurose. You are going to be dying together with your beloved Nanami-chan, so it is okay, right?” 


  The man was laughing hysterically with a pale face, but only his eyes were shining dangerously, and he by no means looked normal. 


  “W-Why…?” (Hikaru)


  I wrung out what little strength I had left and spoke. 


  Why did he kill Nanami?


  “Huuh? Don’t you know? If you kill the Chosen, the right is passed to the person that killed them. I wanted to go to the parallel world no matter what. Well, I feel sorry for Nanami-chan, but she did say that she was scared of going to a parallel world, right? She was going to die instantly there anyways. Then, everyone would be happy if I was the one achieving big things over there.” 


  “…You…idiot…!” (Hikaru)


  If you kill the Chosen, the rights are passed. 


  That was the rumor that was circulating in the internet at the beginning, but that was merely an urban legend. 


  There were several Chosen who were killed, but not a single story about the killer getting the rights passed to them.


  It simply goes to a random lottery again.


  This idiot believed that urban legend and killed Nanami.


  “Who~ is the idiot? What are you getting all cocky here, you loner.” 


  I was kicked, and fell on top of Nanami.


  I am not in a state where I can fight back. My consciousness was already fading. 


  The burning feeling in my back was already gone, and I now only feel cold. 


  I could tell instinctively that death was approaching. 


  “Now then, just about 1 hour more, huh. It would be a pain if someone else comes, so maybe I should lock the entrance?” 


  The man left the room as if saying he had no interest in me and Nanami anymore.


  “Guugh…at the very least…a call…” (Hikaru)


  I tried to at least call the police. 


  But I had dropped my smartphone, and I don’t even have any remaining strength to pick it up.


  “Nana…mi…” (Hikaru)


  My vision was hazy from my tears and my fading consciousness.


  But my eyes caught the thing that Nanami was hugging closely to her chest. 


  “Nanami…you idiot…” (Hikaru)


  It was a pastel colored pocket album. 


  She must have chosen that so that it wouldn’t be difficult to bring around. This album that was the size of a notebook was clearly something she had prepared in order to bring to the parallel world. 


  Nanami said that rather than some body armor, she wanted to make an album with her memories of this world. 


  Saying she would get homesick. 


  Rather than that other world where she doesn’t know anyone, what was important for her were the people she treasured in this world.


  I stretch my trembling fingers and touch that. 


  …In the end, Nanami went to heaven with an album filled with memories as the girl that feared getting homesick, huh.


  But I will soon be following behind.


  I didn’t manage to go together with her to the parallel world, but we have been together since the time we were born. 


  If possible, God…


  Please let me continue being her childhood friend in the next world…


  Chapter 005: White Room and Skill Design


  “U…Uh…?” 


  How long have I been asleep?


  I awakened my hazy consciousness and opened my eyes.


  It is a white room. 


  A pure white room with no doors and not a single stain.


  I was wearing white hospital patient-looking clothes, and was lying on the floor.


  “Am I alive…? Hospital…?” (Hikaru)


  There’s not even one bed if this really is a hospital room.


  There’s a desk and a chair, and on top of the desk there’s something that looks like a computer. 


  “The wound…” (Hikaru)


  I reflexively touched my back, but I couldn’t feel anything resembling a wound. Or maybe I was hit by a blunt object and there was no stab wound in the first place?


  Whatever the case…I am alive. 


  “…No, am I in the world of the dead?” (Hikaru)


  That would sound more plausible. 


  “…I died…no, I was killed. Just like Nanami… Nanami…” (Hikaru)


  I had flashbacks of what happened before. 


  The fact that Nanami was killed weighed heavier than my own death. 


  With me being in this mysterious room, the death of my childhood friend was more saddening and painful than my own health.


  “Everything was a dream…? There’s no way that would be the case, huh…” (Hikaru)


  Even when I am in a mysterious place like this, I could say for certain that what happened there was without doubt reality. 


  The stench of blood that overwrote the scent of Nanami’s room.


  The sight of that expressive Nanami turning into a motionless body that had its life cut off clean.


  “Guuh…ugh…!” (Hikaru)


  Tears overflowed. 


  I don’t know if it is because I am sad about Nanami being killed, or because I am sad about being killed, or maybe both.


  Being overwhelmed by a feeling that I can’t even describe in words, I couldn’t get up for a while. 


  Why was there a need to kill her? 


  Nanami was the kind of girl that couldn’t even kill a bug. 


  Why…Why…Why…


  Memories of Nanami crying saying she didn’t want to go to the parallel world. 


  Memories of the culprit that’s a student of the same year who I don’t even know the name of. 


  Why am I even in a place like this?


  The inside of my head was a mess.


  Sadness, questions, and resentment were buzzing around inside my head, and I curled up for a while without moving. 


  I don’t know for how long I was like that, since there was no way to tell the time here. 


  There were no signs of someone coming to the room. 


  After crying myself dry, I stand up unsteadily and look at the screen of the computer placed in this room. 


  What was written there was plenty enough to cool down my head.


  “…You gotta be kidding, right…?” (Hikaru)


  This is what was written.


  [You have been chosen to be transferred to a parallel world. Finish allotting your Bonus Points and let’s depart to the parallel world.]


  …Looks like my life still continues. 


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  “Why…? Why was I chosen…?” (Hikaru)


  Are you telling me her right passed to me since I was the closest to Nanami?


  No…that theory should have been refuted already. 


  When a Chosen from a country somewhere was killed, a person from a different country with absolutely no connections with that person would be chosen. In other words, if a Chosen dies, they simply do the lottery again.


  Of course, it is not like there’s zero chance that I coincidentally was chosen in that lottery after Nanami died, but…that’s a chance of 1 in 7 billion. It is a number I even considered as being zero, and in the first place, I should have died before that.


  There was still 1 hour before the arranged time for the transfer when I was stabbed and had lost consciousness. I find it hard to believe that I survived for 1 hour after that. 


  There’s also the chance that I was caught in the re-lottery of someone other than Nanami…


  “…Could it be that Nanami is also in a different room from me?” (Hikaru)


  I, who supposedly died, am now here, so there’s the possibility. 


  The one doing the parallel world transfers is God after all. A literal God.


  It could be that the dead Nanami was actually her empty shell, and the real one had already been healthily transferred to the parallel world a long time ago…


  Or maybe Nanami was still alive.


  It is not like I checked for her pulse. She might have just looked dead.


  I remember reading somewhere that humans unexpectedly don’t die that easily. 


  Also, right before dying, I prayed to God.


  Maybe God heard my prayer and saved both me and Nanami from the unreasonable death.


  Even when I know that’s just naive hope, I still wanted to cling to that possibility. 


  Nanami and I haven’t been killed and the two of us will explore this parallel world…


  Just how fun would that be…


  I smack both of my cheeks, and grab the mouse. 


  Now that I have decided that, I must survive at all cost and reunite with Nanami.


  The moment I look at the screen with renewed resolve…


  A *pon* sound resonated, and a message was displayed on the screen.


  [3 minutes before transfer.]


  “Eh?!” (Hikaru)


  Now that I look closely, there’s a timer on the top right of the screen, and those numbers were slowly going down.


  Most likely…no, most certainly, that timer had begun counting down the moment I appeared in this place. 


  “With just 3 minutes, I can’t…” (Hikaru)


  Anyways, I can’t take my time choosing.


  I should choose instinctively, and if I have the time, I will adjust it… That’s the most I can do.


  I must avoid at all cost the scenario of getting troubled over a choice and ending up choosing almost nothing. 


  [Please allot your Skill Points. Your total Bonus Points are: 73.]


  “73 Points, huh.” (Hikaru)


  I can’t really tell, but I feel like that’s a lot -unexpectedly. 


  There wasn’t that much preliminary information about these points.


  What I know is that your initial points are decided by a V shaped graph with 24 years old as the lowest. 


  In other words, you could say God prioritized your current ‘experience’ and ‘body maturity’ over the ‘potential of youth’.


  According to God, the higher effectiveness an ability has, the more points it will require…


  Anyways, there’s no time. I must allocate my points quickly. 


  


  Name: Kurose Hikaru


  Age: 15 years old ▼


  Gender: Male


  Special Ability ▼


  Physical Ability ▼


  Resistance ▼


  Spirit Ability ▼


  Items ▼


  Transfer Point ▼


  Disadvantageous Factors ▼


  Remaining Bonus Points: 73p


  


  It was unexpectedly simple.


  With this, I might be able to choose properly even with only 3 minutes.


  I hovered the cursor over the places and explanations showed up. 


  For example; in the Special Ability one, it showed [Special Powers that surpass human intellect].


  It is straight to the point, but that must be the intention of God as well.


  I skim through each one of them.


  First, the age. To my surprise, it can be changed. 


  When I click the ▼ mark, a window opens. By plussing my age, I get points; and by using points I can lower my age (in other words, I can be younger!).


  I am currently 15 years old. 


  Depending on the situation, it might be a good idea to raise my age a bit to increase my points.


  Next, I open the Special Ability window.


  “Ugh…! There’s such high point requirements?!” (Hikaru)


  


  ●Special Ability 


  ・Courage 20p


  Gain the ability to face fears and difficulties, and advance forward. 


  ・Super Concentration 30p


  You can concentrate and forget about sleeping and eating.


  ・Detect Presence 15p


  Gain the ability to detect the presence of living things.


  ・Night Vision 15p


  You can see even in places where there’s practically no light.


  ・Intuition 20p 


  You can somewhat choose the option that will lead to advantageous situations for you. 


  ・Breathless Activity


  You can act at full potential without breathing for 2 minutes. 


  With training, you can stay underwater for around 15 minutes.


  ・Wide Vision 10p


  Have a wide vision impossible for a human to have.


  ・Communication 30p


  You can communicate with animals. 


  ・Affection of Spirits 30p


  All Spirits will love you.


  ・Charm 50p


  You will have a constitution that makes the person you are interested in like you.


  ・Parallel World Language 0p ▼


  You will be able to speak and write the common language of the area you are teleported to.


  


  It is true that they all sound important, but the descriptions are, how to say it…vague. 


  For example; for Courage and Detect Presence, there’s differences depending on how good they are. If what you thought was Courage ended up being just foolhardiness, it wouldn’t even be funny, and if Detect Presence doesn’t actually detect anything until they are super close, then it would be pointless.


  By the way, when I opened the ▼ of Parallel World Language, it showed [If not chosen, you get +20p]. Not being able to communicate is a complete landmine. This alone is definitely a no.


  I glance at the time and 1 minute has passed.


  I think for a bit and choose [Night Vision] and [Affection of Spirits].


  It is 45 points for the two, and I am now all the way down to 28 points, but these two are clearly things I can’t achieve with effort. 


  And most of all, my instincts were telling me they were important. 


  It is also because I remembered my youngest little sister said: “In these kinds of games, taking the things with the highest cost is the safe choice. Also, there should be a number of abilities that have a low cost, but are pretty important abilities, so you should choose those too”. 


  I don’t know if she has a basis for that or not, but my little sisters are actual geniuses. 


  It should be okay to trust them.


  I open the next one, the Physical Ability tab.


  


  ●Physical Ability


  Increases physical ability regarding Spirit Energy. 


  ・Physical Strength Up. Level 1~5. 5/7/10/15/20.


  ・Vitality Up. Level 1~5. 5/7/10/15/20.


  ・Spirit Energy Up. Level 1~5. 5/7/10/15/20.


  ・Eyesight Up. Level 1~3. 3/7/10.


  ・Hearing Up. Level 1~3. 3/7/10.


  ・Smell Up. Level 1~3. 1/3/5.


  ・Taste Up. Level 1~3. 1/3/5.


  


  The numbers at the right seem to be the cost as the level goes up. 


  In other words, if I were to choose level 3 of Physical Strength Up, I would be using 10 points. 


  I read the notes of Physical Strength Up.


  [Level 1 is 2 times, Level 3 is 5 times, Level 5 is 10 times the power. Recommended in close combat. Even in other scenarios, it is one of the basic human strengths, so it is recommended to take at least Level 1 of both this and Vitality].


  The explanation for Vitality was…


  [Vitality is hard to show in numbers. You are harder to kill and have more endurance, you will also be more tenacious mentally. In gaming terms, it would be the equivalent of HP. For the ones that don’t want to die].


  It says it includes your mental fortitude, so I feel like this will be quite advantageous when acting in an unknown world.


  And so, the unknown power for us that is Spirit Energy says this…


  [Spirit Energy is the power that is expended when using Spirit Abilities. Increases the aggregate amount of Spirit Energy that you can have in your body. The Spirit Energy a person can have in their body differs by individual, so it can’t provide a fixed amount, but if you are going to be using Spirit Abilities, it would be best to take Spirit Energy Up].


  It is hard to understand, but if they mention Spirit Energy differs by individual, it most likely means that…if a person with low innate MP increases it, it would be bad…


  Spirit Energy has that fantasy element to it, but it looks safer to put points in Physical Strength and Vitality. 


  It takes an unexpectedly long time to read the explanations. 


  1 minute and a half remaining.


  Whatever the case, there’s a high chance that I can ‘increase it later’. The Level Ups that isekais are so famous for. In that case, I should consider whether to take it first or not. 


  Before putting any points, I decide to check Resistance.


  There’s times when you can’t get resistances naturally or they are incredibly difficult to get. 


  


  ●Resistances


  ・Poison Resistance. Level 1~3. At Level 3, Poison Immunity. 3/7/10.


  ・Disease Resistance. Level 1~3. At Level 3, Disease Immunity. 1/3/5.


  ・Aging Resistance. Level 1~5.


  At Level 5, Eternal Youth. Level 3, aging speed reduces by half. 3/5/7/10/15.


  ・Natural Recovery Up (Wounds).  Level 1~5. 3/5/7/10/15.


  ・Natural Recovery Up (Spirit Energy) Level 1~5. 3/5/7/10/15.


  


  “The cost for eternal youth is cheap!” (Hikaru)


  This might be what my little sister Karen said about ‘the required points are low but it is an important ability’.


  Anyways, the required points are low compared to the other areas.


  I can easily reach Level 5 even with my remaining points.


  The Disease Resistance being strangely cheap must be because it wouldn’t be fun if the Chosen were to die from a disease. Or maybe because it is a world without that many diseases. 


  I feel like the Natural Recovery Up is especially important, but this also falls into the category of ‘it depends on how good it is’. For example; if taking Level 5 can recover you from even fatal wounds after a while, there’s point  in taking it, but if it is just recovering faster from small wounds, it would be questionable. 


  “There’s no need to doubt here.” (Hikaru)


  I take Aging Resistance Level 3 (7 Points), Disease Resistance Level 2 (3 Points). And then, I immediately opened the age tab and raised my age from 15 to 17.


  I got 6 more points from increasing my age by 2.


  My lifespan increases by twice with Level 3, so it is a pretty fair exchange. 


  By the way, I don’t have the resolve to take Eternal Youth. I have a bad feeling about it. 


  With this, I have 24 points remaining.


  I am pretty low on time already, but I should also check the Spirit Ability tab.


  [You can obtain 1 of any Spirit Ability. Any of them are useful in their own ways. The only one that doesn’t have attack methods is Healing Magic. You can only make a contract with 1 Spirit Ability and it won’t be at peak performance].


  


  ●Spirit Ability


  ・Fire Spirit Ability: 10 Points.


  ・Water Spirit Ability: 10 Points.


  ・Earth Spirit Ability: 10 Points.


  ・Light Spirit Ability: 10 Points. 


  ・Dark Spirit Ability: 10 Points.


  ●Magic


  ・Healing Magic: 50 Points.


  


  “50 points?” (Hikaru)


  Only Healing Magic is ‘Magic’. I don’t know what’s the difference, but there might be a difference in rarity. 10 points is quite the normal cost until now. 


  For example; Spirit Ability can be obtained even when you are over there, but healing magic is pretty difficult to get? Or maybe plain impossible.


  …Anyways, 50 points is too out of reach. 


  “How about Items?” (Hikaru)


  


  ●Items


  ・Basic Items Assortment for the Chosen: 10 Points.


  《Money (Medium)・Assorted Recovery Potions・Beginner’s “Ability” Scroll Pack（[Fire Spear] ×1 [Wind Blade] ×1 [Earth Wall] ×1 [Water Healing] ×1 [Phantom Light] ×1 [Dark Fog] ×1 [Small Healing] ×3 [Medium Healing] ×2 [Large Healing] ×1 [Dispel] ×1 [Fear] ×1 [Short Teleportation] ×1）・First Aid Kit・Map of Surroundings・World Map・Compass・Adventurer’s equipment set（Shirt・Cloak・Pants・Belt・Underwear x3・Socks x3・Boots・Hat・Leather Gloves・Leather Chest Guard・Short Sword・Short Spear）・Note・Writing Set・3 days worth of food (boxed lunches/water bottle)・Long term food storage set・Tableware Set・Towel x5・Handkerchief x5 Pocket Tissue x10・Knife・Blanket・Lantern・Oil・Match・Hand Mirror・Portable Shovel・Rucksack・Belt Pouch・Nylon Rope・Wire・Cloth Tape・Sewing Kit・Hemp Bag x2・Every type of Spirit Stone x1》


  There’s items you can’t obtain anywhere but in the Basic Pack, so be careful when not choosing it. 


  


  “I see, can’t just go naked after all. Or more like, if you don’t choose the Basic Pack, I would be going there with these hospital clothes?” (Hikaru)


  That would be Super Hard Mode. 


  But 10 points is too heavy. I only have 24 points left. 


  If we start in a city, clothes and money are more important than the Adventurer Pack.


  It is most likely cheaper than buying one of each of those items, but 10 points is still too much.


  There’s a variety of items below the Basic Pack, and it seems like you can exchange for anything you want. 


  I skim through them. There’s weapons, armor, tools, magic scrolls, potions, maps, bags, and even money can be exchanged. 


  There isn’t that much variety in the weapons and armors, but it seems like you can exchange for items that match the size of the Chosen. 


  There were magic swords and armors, but they were all 10 points, and I don’t think I will be able to get them. 


  Whichever the case, if it is the items with low cost, I can just get them later. 


  “With my remaining points, I will get clothes and money. Then, I will put all the rest of my points in Physical Strength and Vitality to finish it.” (Hikaru)


  There’s only 40 seconds remaining in the timer, but it looks like I will somehow make it in time. 


  Just in case, I open the Transfer Point tab.


  


  ●Transfer Point 


  ・Transfer to a relatively safe place: 27 Points.


  A place with low danger and has been worked by humans to a certain extent. There will be a human village closeby. 


  ・Transfer to a safe place: 30 Points.


  A place where most dangerous wild animals have been exterminated. There will be a city in front of you.


  ・Random Transfer: 0 Points. (It is the default choice)


  There’s no knowing where you will be transferred, but you won’t be transferred to instant death places like the sea, lava, or the very center of giant forests. However, if you are really unlucky, it is pretty dangerous. 


  The lucky ones have the chance of being transferred close to a human settlement. 


  For the early laughs. Not Recommended.


  


  “E-Eh?!” (Hikaru)


  I couldn’t understand what was written there for a second. 


  There’s two pretty costly choices? Is what I ended up thinking carefreely.


  And then, I understood after my second reading. 


  The default is Random Transfer. 


  To think there would be a trap like this set.


  “How many points do I have left?!” (Hikaru)


  24 points remaining.


  It is only enough for the ‘Transfer to a relatively safe place’.


  I have to redistribute my points or I will be transferred randomly to the parallel world at this rate.


  Now that I think about it, the people in the whole world will be watching in real time. 


  I should have thought about the possibility of God setting something like this playfully. 


  “This is bad this is bad this is bad! It doesn’t matter what, I have to redistribute the points!” (Hikaru)


  At this moment, I was in a complete panicked state. 


  If I had calmly operated it, I should have been able to make it in time.


  And yet, I didn’t remember what I put points in and ended up opening the Physical Ability tab.


  “Ah?! Eh? Which one did I put points in? If I remember correctly, it was Physical Strength Up and Vitality—” (Hikaru)


  My mistake was only for an instant. 


  I soon noticed I still haven’t put points in Physical Ability. 


  The lost time was most likely around 5 seconds.


  —But those 5 seconds were fatal.


  I immediately closed the Physical Ability and opened Special Ability again.


  I was about to erase Night Vision and open Transfer Point…


  But at the corner of my vision, I see the remaining time at a single digit. 


  Erasing an ability to increase something else.


  If I don’t make it in time, I would have simply lost one Special Ability pointlessly. 


  The moment that possibility flashed in my mind, I stopped moving the mouse. 


  The number of the timer had coldly reached 0.


  [It is now time for the transfer. If there’s remaining points, you can resume your build after the transfer. Some of the abilities can’t be selected after the transfer.]


  The screen grew darker, and that message was displayed mercilessly. 


  And then, just like that, the PC didn’t respond at all as if it froze, and only the words [Remaining time for transfer: 30 seconds] were showing there.


  “…I should have placed more importance in my feeling of 73 points being a lot.” (Hikaru)


  My whole body was chilling at the reality that I will be teleported randomly. 


  “If I remember correctly, I stopped in the middle of my point redistribution, so I have 24 points remaining, right…?” (Hikaru)


  You could say it is the fortune within the misfortune that I can still exchange my points even after the transfer. 


  There was also the possibility that all remaining points would be lost after all.


  —Anyways, the dice has already been rolled.


  [10 seconds remaining].


  [5 seconds remaining].


  [1 second].


  [Now then, have a wonderful life. May fortune be with you.]


  And then, I was covered in a blinding light.


  


  ・Name: Kurose Hikaru


  ・Age: 15 years old ▽


  Added Years – 2 years + 6p


  ・Gender: Male


  ・Special Ability ▽


  ・Night Vision: 15p


  ・Affection of Spirits: 30p


  ・Physical Ability ▼


  ・Resistance ▽


  ・Disease Resistance: 2 -3p


  ・Aging Resistance: 3 -7p


  ・Magic ▼


  ・Items ▼


  ・Transfer Point ▽


  ・Random Transfer: 0p


  ・Disadvantageous Factors ▼


  Remaining Bonus Points: 24p


  


  Chapter 006: Transfer and the Scent of the Forest


  I was covered in a dazzling light at the same time as the countdown hit zero. I couldn’t endure it and ended up closing my eyes.


  Right after, I felt like I was floating in the air, as if the floor had disappeared. 


  I reflexively flailed my arms in order to grab onto something, but there was nothing to grab onto, and I ended up falling without being able to do anything.


  The next instant…


  I was standing in a forest with lush tall trees covering my vision.


  The rustling of trees shaking with the wind, the dense scent of green.


  I can’t see a single human aside from me. 


  I understood the situation here and gulped. 


  —Random Transfer.


  Unluckily…no, you could say it was inevitable that I have been transferred deep inside a forest. 


  It is not like there isn’t the chance for there to be a city if I were to walk for a bit, but…that would be way too optimistic.


  [Pin Pon Pan! Welcome to the parallel world, Chosen Number 1000, Kurose Hikaru. I will give a simple explanation of the Status Board! First, please bring out your Status. It is okay to say it out loud or think of it in your mind.]


  That voice suddenly resonated in my head. 


  There’s no one around.


  Looks like the God side is going to be giving a tutorial to the Chosen.


  “Status.” (Hikaru)


  A half-transparent window showed up in the air. 


  It is of decent size, about the size of a PC screen.


  [In that Status Board you can obtain a variety of information: exchange for Items, Skills, and Gifts; check your popularity rank, real time viewer numbers, remaining points, and the amount of Crystals in your possession.]


  Looks like I can get a variety of info by changing tabs. 


  I ran out of time in the middle of allocating my points, so I still have 24 points remaining. Looks like I can use these points in the parallel world too. 


  [You can use Crystals themselves to trade for Items, but you can also exchange 30 for 1 point. You can obtain Crystals from your viewer popularity and events.] 


  I see, the more popular you are, the easier it is to get points, and it would make the isekai life easier. 


  [For the exchange of items, please push the button for the item page. If you have leeway in points, you can exchange them now.] 


  “…More importantly, is it safe right now?” (Hikaru)


  I ask what I was wondering at first.


  I am in a deep forest in who-knows-where after all.


  There’s the chance of suddenly being attacked by a monster. 


  Even just staying here might have dangers approaching. 


  [Your safety is secured when in the middle of the tutorial. There’s a barrier to keep away the living beings around.]


  I see. If a Chosen were to suddenly appear in a city, it would shock the inhabitants after all. This must be their consideration in those parts -this also applies to monsters.


  “Then, is it okay to take my time choosing my items?” (Hikaru)


  [It is.]


  My remaining points are shown in the status window. 


  24 points; that’s my lifeline. 


  “I want clothes and shoes, but…” (Hikaru)


  Maybe this was the service from God, I am not barefoot. I don’t know when, but I am wearing sandals. My clothes were also not that hospital gown, but cotton up and down. I even have underwear. 


  It does feel like the bare minimum, but I am grateful. 


  In that case, there’s other items with higher priority. 


  I got Random Transfer after all. I won’t be able to do anything if I don’t know my current location. 


  I opened the items page and chose the map.


  [World Map: 1 Point]


  [Highly Efficient World Map: 3 Points]


  [Map of Surrounding: 1 Point]


  [Highly Efficient Map of Surrounding: 5 Points] x4.


  According to the explanation, all maps have the ability to show your current location, so it should be enough to exchange for a world map with 1 point. The map of surroundings is a map that shows information in a radius of 10 kilometers, so I won’t be exchanging points for it right now. 


  The problem is whether to make it the normal world map, or the highly efficient one. 


  The difference of 2 points is big. For the Chosen that didn’t get the Basic Pack, the remaining points are their literal lifeline. 


  It is better to think that using points carelessly will push me closer to death.


  “I say that, but being frugal here is a bit…” (Hikaru)


  Just before I pushed the button to exchange it, I stopped.


  Because I thought of the possibility of there being a city or a village right around the corner. 


  It is a Random Transfer, so the chances are low, but it is possible. 


  I can’t use my points so easily when 1 point might be the result of tears ahead. I should be more careful here. 


  I should at least confirm my surroundings. It wouldn’t be too late to decide after I have obtained as much information as I can.


  I stop the exchange and decide to confirm all the items I can currently exchange for. If I don’t act properly according to the situation, what awaits me is death. 


  “If I exchange for something, will it appear immediately? From out of nowhere?” (Hikaru)


  [Yes, it will instantly appear from above the Status Board. It is advised to avoid being seen doing this by the inhabitants of the world as best as possible.]


  It casually gave me a hint of this world. 


  What I can at least gather from that was that, in this world, it is unnatural for items to show up from nowhere. It is common sense, but not common sense.


  This is not Earth. I am in a parallel world with mysteries everywhere.


  “So, where is this? Is there a village closeby?” (Hikaru)


  [I can’t answer that.]


  “Can I get a hint?” (Hikaru)


  [You can use Crystals to get hints. It will be after the explanations here are over and your adventure starts though.] 


  “In other words, it hasn’t started yet.” (Hikaru)


  [That’s right. Not all earthlings have basic knowledge of isekais after all.]


  I confirm the status window again. It has been a decent amount of time since I have been transferred here, and yet, my real time viewer count is still zero. 


  I see, it is still in a state where they can’t see, huh. Or maybe they can see, but the numbers aren’t showing. Or it might be that  no one has taken notice of me because I wasn’t originally a Chosen.


  …Well, I don’t really want to be seen though.


  [What will you do about the item exchange?]


  “I won’t for now.” (Hikaru)


  [Now then, the explanation for the Status Board is finished. And now, for the last thing, we will be granting you a random special favor as a beginner from the Physical Abilities category or the Resistance category.]


  They are unexpectedly generous. 


  When I check, I see that I got Poison Resistance Level 1.


  “Poison Resistance huh. I would say this is a win?” (Hikaru)


  Poison Resistance is 3 points.


  The 5 point ones would be a jackpot, so this would be an average win. 


  Anyways, my survival rate has increased with this. 


  [You are free to live however you please in this world. The viewers will always be with you. If you obtain their cooperation, you should be able to lead a fulfilling life. Good luck.]


  After wishing me luck one-sidedly, the voice went silent. 


  At the same time as this happened, I felt the rustling and the presences of the forest had gotten denser. 


  A strange feeling as if something unknown was brushing my skin.


  It really hadn’t ‘started yet’.


  We have now started. 


  In that case, I have no time to waste.


  I took off my sandals and began to climb the large tree nearby that I had locked on beforehand. 


  Fortunately, it is a strange tree with branches jutting out in complex manners, and it was tall. The surface of the tree is similar to a japanese beech. I think I can somehow climb up this. 


  There was the fear of poisonous bugs, but let’s believe that the Poison Resistance I got is doing its work here.


  Anyways, what’s important here is the speed. 


  “Guh, yoh, hah!” 


  I barely have any experience climbing trees, but I am currently terribly desperate. When I looked down, my stomach flinched, but I somehow managed to climb up pretty high.


  And…


  “Haha… Seriously…?” (Hikaru)


  What spread before my eyes was a forest as far as the eye can see, and mountains. 


  There were no human settlements in sight. 


  Nature everywhere without a single trace of human hands in 360°. 


  Of course, there might be a settlement somewhere, and if I were to cross the mountain, there’s the chance I could find a city.


  But overcoming this forest with dense presence and a mountain…just that alone will be an adventure on thin ice -I clearly understood that here.


  I went down a bit and sat at a thick branch, brought out the Status, and exchanged Highly Efficient World Map for 3 points. 


  The status window tab shone, and the [World Map] entry appeared. 


  It looks like the Highly Efficient Map isn’t an actual physical item, but an ability that is expanded into your Status.


  “Now then…this will decide whether I live or die, huh.” (Hikaru)


  My hand pointing at the Map tab was trembling. 


  And yet, it was strange that there was a part of me that was strangely calm.


  Just how much distance would it be in order to safely arrive at a human settlement? 


  I have used 3 points, so I have 21 points remaining. 


  Can I do something with just that much? 


  I don’t have any physical buffs, and am just your average person with [Affection of Spirits] and [Night Vision].


  I am a bit resistant to poison, hard to fall ill, and don’t grow old as fast, huh.


  I have no survival skills, and it is not like I can run fast.


  Of course, I have no combat capabilities either.


  “Please…!” (Hikaru)


  I pray to God as I open the map.


  “…Fufufu! …So the Random Transfer is for the early laughs, huh. Haha…” (Hikaru)


  …A dry laugh that expressed my despair came out from my mouth.


  The Highly Efficient Map is certainly highly efficient. 


  It is telling me where the closest city is and the distance to it; there’s no power as reliable as this. 


  But that’s exactly why it had plenty enough destructive power to crush my hope. 


  I am currently in the Ringpill Continent, at the Demonic Lands of the East.


  Surrounding Population Density is 0 out of 10 levels.


  Danger Level 4 out of 6 levels.


  The closest human location is the East Fortress and it is 373 kilometers in a straight line. 


  I was transferred to the center of a deep deep forest. 


  Chapter 007: Monsters and Barrier Stone


  —Walk 373 kilometers of forest. 


  Just imagining how harsh that would be was making me nauseous. 


  Not only do I lack food, I don’t even have water. 


  Of course, I can get some with points, but…


  Surviving in order to reunite with Nanami -I will survive for the sake of that. 


  No, even without that objective, I can’t just give up on surviving. The reason I am currently alive here even though I was killed not that long ago must mean that God is telling me to live on.


  I must not think about anything other than coming out of this alive. 


  I smacked both of my cheeks. 


  “Guess I gotta walk!” (Hikaru)


  Thanks to the map, I at least know the direction.


  No matter how high the danger level, it is not like I will definitely encounter monsters. 


  Maybe there’s only monsters that I can escape from by running away.


  It is still too soon to despair. 


  I confirm the status window once more before going down the tree.


  My viewer count is 1,876,540 and it is increasing by the second.


  Looks like I am gathering attention as the early laugh segment. 


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  It is a forest where the tall trees feel to be around 10 meters tall. 


  There’s not much grass growing, and this may be the fortunate thing within the misfortune, but it isn’t difficult to walk in. 


  The boots I used 1 point to exchange to fit me just right as if they had been order-made. 


  It doesn’t seem like there’s a lot of monsters. I have been walking for around 30 minutes and I haven’t seen any such creature until now. 


  …Not only that, I don’t even see animals. 


  It is eerie. 


  “Whatever the case, I can’t lower my guard…” (Hikaru)


  According to the Highly Efficient World Map, it is a Danger Level 4. 


  Leaving aside the mysterious presence that has been brushing my skin, I feel like this place isn’t normal. 


  Or maybe even as of now, I am in the sights of a highly intelligent monster with their bow, or I will get eaten straight from the head by a monster that I can’t even see. 


  Before I began walking, I had used 1 point to exchange for an item that I am now still holding in my hand as I walked on. 


  With the boots and that item, I am now at 19 points. 


  I am already right by the side of death. 


  The wind rustling the trees was fanning my uneasiness, and the fear of monsters attacking from wherever was scraping away at my mental stamina.


  I diligently moved my legs as if to erase those insecurities. 


  I might have walked for around 2 and a half hours.


  Looking at just the result, you could say it has been going surprisingly well. 


  Thinking about the danger level, I was prepared to fall into a precarious situation straight away, but I even feel like I have been deceived here. 


  Climate that isn’t cold or hot. 


  It is not in the middle of a mountain but a relatively flat forest.


  A distance that I can get out of in 10 days if it all goes smoothly. 


  Thinking about it calmly, this might not have been that bad of a place to be randomly transferred to. 


  If this were a snow mountain, I definitely wouldn’t have survived. If it had been a mountain instead of a forest, just going down would carry pretty high risks. 


  I am on the lucky side. 


  …But I was mistaken here.


  It is not that there wasn’t any reason as to why there were no living creatures around.


  Just like how herbivorous animals don’t get close to the territory of lions, the density of monsters decreases in the turf of a giant monster. 


  I didn’t seriously think about the meaning of the danger level being 4. 


  The first thing I heard was the sound of creaking trees. 


  And then, I heard the rustling of trees as if something was flying around and rubbing past the trees. 


  I stopped my legs and looked around.


  This is my first time hearing ‘the sound made by someone else’.


  I was hearing the cries of birds every now and then, but this is the first time I feel the presence of a living being so clearly. 


  “A monster…? Or maybe a monkey or something?” (Hikaru)


  The sound of rustling trees continued on endlessly. 


  And I feel like it is steadily approaching.


  “At the very least…at the very least let it be a normal animal…” (Hikaru)


  I couldn’t judge at what direction it was coming from.


  It was approaching this place slowly while going around in circles with me as the center. 


  Monsters…


  God had announced beforehand that there would be such things.


  I taught Nanami this, and that there might be the need for some combat ability. That there might be the need to use points or something to enhance your body and fight with weapon in hand…


  But I didn’t really think of the true meaning of facing a monster.


  No, no one on Earth would be able to think about the reality of them fighting monsters face to face. 


  The sounds stopped cold after a while. 


  Then, the sound of something landing on the ground.


  I reflexively look at that direction.


  And then…my wish of it being ‘just a normal animal’ crumbled like the faint dream it was. 


  “…W-What’s that?” (Hikaru)


  It didn’t feel real.


  The trees here in this forest may be slightly different from those of Earth, but their appearance wasn’t that different that it would give an off feeling, and the soil was pretty much that of Earth. The clouds, wind, and sun…


  They are things you could believe they exist on Earth if you were told about them.


  Yet, that was a creature unlike any on Earth.


  It is around 4 meters in height, long and sharp fangs sticking out from its mouth, and most of all, it was burning red. A giant monkey with fire all around its body. 


  It is not like it is burning because someone has set fire on it. Its red fur was constantly releasing fire.


  A developed upper body. Its arms were as thick as the big tree at its side and must have physical strength enough to kill 10 people with a single sweep.


  Its giant mouth that could swallow a human whole also had heat haze coming out from it. 


  When I saw that, my heart began to drum as if it were going to explode, my legs lost strength, and blood drained from my body. 


  I couldn’t move even a single finger as if my whole body was not mine anymore. 


  I have been targeted by an absolute predator. I definitely won’t survive from this. 


  As if understanding this instinctively…


  “Gugyaaaaaaau!!” 


  The giant monkey roared as if intimidating me. 


  For the monkey, I must look like small, weak, and convenient food, but it didn’t move immediately, and it was simply looking at me with its burning eyes. You could even say it was observing me. 


  It has encountered a being that shouldn’t be in this forest, so it is being cautious? 


  Or maybe it is just enjoying the moment in front of its prey. 


  Only those burning red eyes that I couldn’t read the emotions of were shining bright. 


  It was a situation where you could say I was as good as unconscious since the moment I met that giant monkey. 


  But in the short time the monkey was gauging me, I succeeded in turning the gears of my brain.


  That’s why, even at the moment when the monkey roared and rushed at me, I managed to use that item without hesitation.


  I grip the glass crystal in my right hand and break it. 


  <<The Barrier Stone has been used. 12 hours remaining.>>


  The next instant, a hemispherical and half transparent film of around 3 meters in radius appeared. 


  At a glance it looked unreliable, but the giant monkey stopped as if the target had suddenly disappeared, and was looking around restlessly. 


  It raised an angry shout as it smashed the ground in rage.


  At times it would spit out fire and burn down the surrounding trees. 


  It seems to be pretty mad.


  I sat down powerlessly on the ground around 10 meters away from him.


  Power had been sapped away completely from my lower half and I don’t feel like I can get up for a while. 


  I was sweating buckets from my whole body to an abnormal degree, to the point that it made my clothes heavier.


  Survival of the fittest. 


  That concept that I learned at school was now being felt with my whole skin. I could feel my whole body was burning from the reality that I might have been devoured as the weak.


  This is an isekai.


  A world I have to survive in from now on.


  (Please…just leave…!) (Hikaru)


  This is a stationary barrier.


  I may have 12 hours here, but if that giant monkey doesn’t move from here at all, I will be checkmated in the very sense of the word. 


  I can use Barrier Stones successively, but it requires 1 point.


  I would lose my points in the blink of an eye, and would get eaten in the end. 


  It is not like my wish was transmitted, but the monkey that was searching around must have given up. It left somewhere.


  I let out a sigh of relief from the bottom of my heart. 


  (So this is a danger level 4, huh…) (Hikaru)


  I did think I would encounter a monster eventually.


  But I might have been too optimistic here thinking that there would be a chance it would be a monster I could manage to do something about somehow.


  Like a monster that’s strong but its movements are simple, or monsters that move in groups but their individual strength is low. 


  But that monkey was big, strong, fast, most likely intelligent, and can spit out fire. 


  Even with perfect gear, it probably would be impossible for me to defeat it. 


  Chapter 008: Darkness and then Light


  After 1 hour, I finally managed to regain my calm. 


  That violent figure of the monkey was still burned into my mind. 


  But I can’t get stuck on one thing the whole time. I have no choice but to think about what to do from here on. 


  The only way to give up here in this world is dying.


  “…Is there something I can do with 19 points?” (Hikaru)


  19 points is by no means a low number, but this is after seeing that monkey, so it strengthens the feeling of this being lacking. I will most likely need to manage this quite a lot in order to get out from this forest. One wrong move and there’s no doubt it will be instant game over.


  I definitely don’t want my arms and legs to be torn off and be devoured while alive.


  “Is that giant monkey…going to come back? If this place is that guy’s territory, it must be looking for me…” (Hikaru)


  When this barrier runs out, I have to walk again.


  When that happens, there’s a high chance I will encounter that monkey again.


  Do I have to fight? Or is there a different method I can take? 


  Killing that giant monkey would be impossible. I can say that for sure. 


  If I pour all my 19 points into stuff like scrolls or attack magic items, there might be a chance; that’s as far as it would go.


  My sole objective here is to get out of this forest. 


  I must not lose sight of that. 


  The remaining time of the barrier shows in the board and it tells me there’s 9 hours remaining. 


  It is currently noon, so it would run out at night. I should think about how to pass the night too. 


  “…At any rate, the viewers increased drastically there. There really are people watching this?” (Hikaru)


  My eyes stop at the real time viewer count. 


  The viewer count is changing by the second, but the current viewer count is 116,320,000 people.


  Thinking about how it was 2 million not that long ago, this is one abnormal explosive growth.


  If we consider the fact that there are a lot of Chosen who have gotten attention from way before, this must be the effect of Random Transfer. Meaning that being the early laugh target at the beginning isn’t just for show – as ironic as that may sound. 


  People on Earth must be watching me surviving here from their TVs, smartphones, or computers all leisurely while eating snacks. 


  But if I hadn’t come here, I would be doing the same.


  The one at fault here is the God that trapped us. 


  There’s a lot of logs in the Status Board, but in the viewer count log it shows as [X amount of viewers reached].


  I get rewarded with Crystals from that. 


  I say that, but they are not physical, they are more like points.


  I can exchange 30 Crystals for 1 Point, so you could even call them fragment points.


  Anyways, right now I have 2 Crystals. 


  [Daily Viewer Count 100,000,000 reached] and [First Encounter with a Monstrosity].


  The first milestone to get 1 Crystal being 100,000,000 viewers feels like a really harsh setting, but I will take anything I can get. 


  There’s a lot of ways to use Crystals.


  First, you can exchange them for many diverse items. 


  For example; you can exchange 1 Crystal for a beginner potion. Also small things like pocket tissues, toilet papers, sandwiches, water, wooden swords, cotton wrapping cloths, memo papers, pencils, and so… You can exchange for quite small things. 


  Right now I am not hungry because of the intense mental strain I am currently in, but I will most likely be on the care of the sandwich and water eventually. In that sense, you could say Crystals are important.


  If you use 3 Crystals, you can exchange them for physical strength, stamina, and spirit energy recovery potions. 


  A flip chart set can be exchanged too. Maybe for the times when the Chosen wants to tell the viewers something with writing? 


  If you use 5 Crystals, you can get intermediate potions, tools, equipment, and quite a lot of different things. 


  All of those will be necessary one day, so I really can’t waste them.


  “Got no choice but to use it now.” (Hikaru)


  Crystals can be exchanged for other things that are not physical too.


  You can get information about monsters that you have encountered, [Monster Appraisal].


  You can get information of what you are holding, [Item Appraisal].


  And, you can get information to survive, [Survival Hint].


  Of course, the one I should take here is the last one. I do have an interest in the Monster Appraisal, but let’s save that for when I can survive.


  I may have 2, but even 1 Crystal is invaluable. 


  30 Crystals being 1 Point, if you turn it around, it would mean you won’t be able to increase your points unless you save the Crystals. 


  But right now I want a hint to survive. 


  I push the [Hint] button.


  <<Will you use 1 Crystal to get a [Survival Hint]? YES・NO>>


  When I pressed Yes, a hint showed up soon after.


  <<Blend into the darkness>>


  “Eh… O-Only this?” (Hikaru)


  It is way too vague. Truly a hint. 


  It might even be telling me random stuff because I am beyond saving already. 


  But it is also true that I have nothing else to rely on. 


  “By darkness, is it talking about moving at night?” (Hikaru)


  One would normally think that it is more dangerous at night, but I have taken Night Vision.


  I won’t be able to tell just how well I will be able to see until night actually comes, but it most likely should be good enough for me to walk in.


  If I can walk safely at night, I will shut myself in at daytime with the barrier for as much as my points allow, and cover the distance at night…


  “Maybe the monsters in this forest aren’t active at night…?” (Hikaru)


  I know close to nothing about this world. There might not be that many nocturnal creatures. 


  Or more like, how much blending in the darkness does that hint require me to do? At the very least, it would be more natural to consider this as telling me that night is safer.


  “…But if that were the case, I feel like it would be better to phrase it as ‘act at night’.” (Hikaru)


  It didn’t say night but darkness.


  Now that I think about it, this reminds me of something.


  I open the tab of Spirit Abilities from the Status Board. 


  Fire, Water, Wind, Earth, Light, Darkness.


  All Spirit Abilities have a cost of 10 Points. 


  It is a super heavy number for someone with 19 Points.


  When I press on the Dark Spirit Ability, an explanation shows up.


  [It has little in direct attack abilities, and it is composed mostly of support abilities].


  “Hmm…” (Hikaru)


  That sounds like Dark Magic.


  There should be a ‘way to blend into the darkness’…I think.


  It says there’s a lot of support abilities, so stuff like covering the target in darkness does sound like something that suits my current situation.


  (Also…I have the Affection of Spirits.) (Hikaru)


  I don’t know the effect of that.


  But thinking about it normally, it should be a buff for the use of spirit magic. I was thinking about getting magic eventually, so I should take this positively and just think of it as me taking it sooner rather than later. 


  “…Well, now that I have come this far, I just gotta do it.” (Hikaru)


  Honestly speaking, I am currently pretty done for here. 


  It is because of the massive amount of viewers watching that I am somehow managing to maintain some self-respect here by a really narrow margin. If I had been thrown into this parallel world completely alone, I probably would have been bawling already.


  If I continue breaking Barrier Stones without using my Points elsewhere, my Points will reach zero in an instant. 


  When that happens, I won’t be able to do anything. 


  I must do what I can at this phase.


  [Will you expend 10 Points to acquire Dark Spirit Ability? YES・NO]


  I resolve myself and press the Yes button.


  [You have acquired Dark Spirit Ability. Please confirm the pertaining information of the Spirit Ability in the Status Board].


  The system notification resonates in my mind.


  After obtaining it, I got a grasp of what Spirit Abilities are…no, my body understood it as if it knew it from the very beginning. 


  Spirit Abilities can call the many Spirits that exist in the world, and by using yourself as an intermediary, you can activate an ability of the corresponding element. 


  When I opened the Status Board, the entry [Contract Spirit: Darkness] had been added.


  I apparently can’t get more than one Spirit Ability, so as long as I don’t revoke the contract (don’t know if that’s even possible to begin with), I will be living together with Dark Spirits forever…


  A new entry for Dark Spirit Ability was made so I tap it. 


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Dark Mist] Proficiency 0


  


  “Oh! Isn’t this exactly ‘blend in the darkness’?” (Hikaru)


  Rather than the fact that there’s only one or that it operates with proficiency, I felt like the light of hope had shone on me from the fact that it is exactly what I was looking for. 


  It is ironic that it is my light of hope despite this being darkness, but I can now see one ray of hope in getting out of this forest. 


  I don’t understand the meaning of Revelation of Darkness, but I will think about it once I get out of the forest.


  “Gotta try it out. Uhm…Dark Mist!” (Hikaru)


  I put energy in my stomach and shout the name of the ability. 


  The Spirits around me passed through the reactor that’s me and it steadily changed into Darkness.


  “Ooh…” (Hikaru)


  It is slow.


  It really took its time. Little by little, the surroundings were being covered in darkness.


  On top of that, it was only 50 cm in radius with me as the center. 


  I as the user can see outside, but it is in the end mist. With just this much, I feel like they can see me from outside to a decent degree. Also, the range is so small.


  Is this it? 


  The darkness dispersed in around 1 minute. 


  It is way too unreliable of an ability to blend in the darkness and escape this forest. 


  But even with that, this is the only weapon I have. 


  “It is good that I can use abilities even inside the barrier though.” (Hikaru)


  The barrier still has a little over 8 hours. At the very least, I can use that time to train.


  I confirm my Status Board.


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Dark Mist] Proficiency 1


  


  “The Proficiency has increased. So it increases by 1 for each use?” (Hikaru)


  Whatever the case, just gotta use it like crazy.


  I also need to get a grasp of the limit in my Spirit Energy, and I can just hope that raising the proficiency will increase the effective range and duration.


  “[Dark Mist].” 


  “[Dark Mist].” 


  “[Dark Mist].” 


  I also tried stacking them, but it doesn’t look that effective. 


  Looks like it would be better for me to aim for the increase of power from a single use. 


  I don’t know if the effect of the Affection of Spirits is working. 


  Not having any issues with activating the abilities might be thanks to the Affection of Spirits. It does sound plausible that just trying to use the abilities is already difficult for the ones without affection.


  “…If one has Affection of Spirits, you are also loved by the energy that’s required to use the abilities? I can’t really tell myself…” (Hikaru)


  But whenever I use Spirit Abilities, I do feel the feedback of borrowing power from the Spirits. 


  This feedback might be proportional to the amount of Spirit Energy used.


  “Anyways, I should test it out by the numbers…” (Hikaru)


  It is not like I got a teacher here, so no choice but to improve blindly. 


  I can use the ability itself, and I currently don’t feel the fatigue from the reduction of Spirit Energy. 


  Since I will be walking at night, I will use the remaining 8 hours to train.


  I used 1 Point for that Barrier Stone, so I must not waste a single minute. 


  Remaining Points: 9.


  Chapter 009: Different World Bulletin Board [Country: JPN – C] 4977th


  –566: Anonymous from Earth


  Man, it has begun! 1,000 to choose is quite a lot! Way too many!


  –567: Anonymous from Earth


  I have been watching a lot of Chosen at the same time, my eyes are spinning.


  –568: Anonymous from Earth


  The isekai is so isekai that my excitement is going into overdrive! 


  –569: Anonymous from Earth


  I didn’t expect there to be other races so naturally.


  –570: Anonymous from Earth


  It is interesting how the reactions are different depending on the nationality of the Chosen. For the japanese, they are…how to say it, modest or like docile. It worries me whether they can actually manage there.


  –571: Anonymous from Earth


  Ikakin-san seems to be doing okay though.


  –572: Anonymous from Earth


  He suddenly began doing a ‘Beginner Pack Unboxing’. So professional I laughed out loud.


  –573: Anonymous from Earth


  After that he went to a weapon store, tool store, guild, and many other places in succession. As expected of a god entertainer. 


  Even though it was only the first day.


  –574: Anonymous from Earth


  Speaking of god, the camerawork was godlike. Just what’s going on there? When they go to the toilet, it would just show a view of the sky. They are really darn considerate. 


  Are drones flying around the Chosen?


  –574: Anonymous from Earth


  I don’t know. It must be the act of God.


  –575: Anonymous from Earth


  What about Nanami-tan? She is not in the line of Chosen though.


  –576: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t know.


  –577: Anonymous from Earth


  Who is this Hikaru guy? It seems he was transferred to a weird place and already seems as if he is going to die at any moment. 


  –578: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t know.


  –579: Anonymous from Earth


  He encountered some damn dangerous looking gorilla. Was that a monster?


  –580: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t know.


  –581: Anonymous from Earth


  We can’t even understand what the Chosen are saying. There’s so many things we don’t know about. What’s management doing?


  –582: Anonymous from Earth


  We are in a Babel Tower situation here with every one of them talking in isekai language. 


  Could it be that the God that got pissed by the Babel Tower is the same God as this one?


  –583: Anonymous from Earth


  Is the translation team not done? 


  –584: Anonymous from Earth


  The translation overseas seems to have already begun in quite the large scale, but the Chosen themselves are not aware that they are speaking isekai language, so there’s apparently not much progress at all. 


  If only we had a way to send messages to them.


  –585: Anonymous from Earth


  Well, we have AI now, so it should be a matter of time. 


  –586: Anonymous from Earth


  It is one-way after all.


  I will request a message system from management. 


  –587: Anonymous from Earth


  Translations would be good, but the problem would be solved if management were to put subtitles. 


  –588: Anonymous from Earth


  Not a word from management. 


  –589: Anonymous from Earth


  Why did they go out of their way to make it unintelligible? They are broadcasting it and all, and yet, they are leaving the viewers behind here.


  –590: Anonymous from Earth


  It is apparently to make equally enjoyable content. Must mean that the Earth side has to do their best in translating it. 


  There’s no broadcasting rights, so if you manage to translate it quickly and make  highlight videos, you would be able to get a hegemony there, right? The original one is a 24 hour broadcast, so it is a time stealer, and watching it is honestly tedious. 


  –591: Anonymous from Earth


  Then that means amateurs with ability will have a chance here… No, there’s the chance that after you create a highlight version, the top dogs would copy it and broadcast it, right? 


  –592: Anonymous from Earth


  It has been announced by God that if you break the rules in that aspect, you get Divine Punishment. 


  –593: Anonymous from Earth


  Scary.


  –594: Anonymous from Earth


  Divine Punishment is indeed scary.


  –595: Anonymous from Earth


  It seems you get charges from all around the world and get publicly displayed… God understands that we are social beings.


  –596: Anonymous from Earth


  But doesn’t it feel like it is being a bit too vain > God.


  –597: Anonymous from Earth


  Well, they did get pissed off when humans made a huge tower and gave them diverse languages so that they couldn’t all communicate. 


  The isekai language this time around must have been made by God too. 


  –598: Anonymous from Earth


  They created humans in their own image, so you could say they are the human among humans.


  –599: Anonymous from Earth


  I am sure they watch movies on Saturdays while drinking beer and then falling asleep > God.


  –600: Anonymous from Earth


  It is getting chaotic overseas saying this is not God. But there have been deaths…


  –601: Anonymous from Earth


  I am glad I am in Japan. No one is seriously bothered about God. 


  –602: Anonymous from Earth


  Japanese Guy: “Hooh, God. So it actually existed.”


  That’s seriously how it goes. 


  –603: Anonymous from Earth


  The original video can be downloaded, so I tried editing it, but it was really complicated. In the end, I can’t match the original top broadcast services. 


  –604: Anonymous from Earth


  The video subbing companies will be competing with the God content after all…


  –605: Anonymous from Earth


  Who asked for a bad joke.


  –606: Anonymous from Earth


  Netfli has made a group play and has announced that it will be broadcasting 10 new dramas about it already.


  –607: Anonymous from Earth


  The stock prices of streaming services plummeted after the arrival of God…


  –608: Anonymous from Earth


  Did the Chosen that start in the forest have a [Random] start?


  –609: Anonymous from Earth


  We don’t know for now, but there’s a high chance that’s the case. Judging from how flustered the person himself is as well.


  –610: Anonymous from Earth


  Oi, one more person died.


  –611: Anonymous from Earth


  Seriously? We are still on the first day.


  –612: Anonymous from Earth


  Is it this? The first death of the otherworld transferees. Slaughtered by a large bear demon. Fire magic was practically ineffective. (Link) <TN: This link was written in english>


  –613: Anonymous from Earth


  I am so scared I can’t click the link. What’s even a large bear demon…?


  –614: Anonymous from Earth


  I will take over…


  –615: Anonymous from Earth


  I took a look. The camera showed consideration by showing their death in a distant view. But their head flew off and blood was spurting out, so it is a serious Viewer Discretion.


  –616: Anonymous from Earth 


  Did the bloody letters GAME OVER show up?


  –617: Anonymous from Earth


  No, the screen doesn’t get cut off… It continues broadcasting from that distant view…


  –618: Anonymous from Earth


  Isn’t that a broadcast mistake here? Showing the bear in their meal is just…


  –619: Anonymous from Earth


  Could that possibly be the ‘waiting to be resurrected’? 


  –620: Anonymous from Earth


  A damn MMORPG?


  –621: Anonymous from Earth


  Are there revivals here? No, there should be, huh. It is a fantasy world after all.


  –622: Anonymous from Earth


  Veteran adventurers will appear on the screen, kill the bear, line up the bones in the stomach of the bear, and resurrection! 


  The chances of that happening sound even lower than me being chosen for the isekai transfer. 


  –623: Anonymous from Earth


  A japanese version appeared. 


  ‘The first death of the Chosen has shown up. Slaughtered by a bear monster. Fire magic was mostly ineffective’. (Link)


  –624: Anonymous from Earth


  Of course a level 1 spell won’t work on a large bear demon…


  –625: Anonymous from Earth


  But the resurrection waiting time is rough. Just how is the family feeling while watching this…? 


  –626: Anonymous from Earth


  This really puts in question whether God understands the feelings of people…


  –627: Anonymous from Earth


  Most likely when a Chosen has gotten stronger, they will be having adventures in parties and, even when they die, their party member priest would revive them with magic. That’s why the resurrection wait time is a necessity. It is not an instant game over when they die.


  –628: Anonymous from Earth


  I do understand the logic behind it, but…


  –629: Anonymous from Earth


  Large Bear Demon is trending on twitter. Well, it is quite shocking.


  –630: Anonymous from Earth


  You guys, just how many streams are you watching at the same time?


  –631: Anonymous from Earth


  Ikakin on the TV while I follow the real time news, so around 6 people. I want to watch a whole lot more. I can feel my human limitations. 


  –632: Anonymous from Earth


  Nanami-tan is nowhere to be found. Aren’t there a number of other people who have been switched too? Why?


  –634: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s Chosen who have brought children or pets. 


  Like the twins…did the two of them get chosen? There’s no way, huh.


  –635: Anonymous from Earth


  Nanami-tan not being there might have been because God went ‘I feel bad for her, so I will revoke her pass’.


  –636: Anonymous from Earth


  Nanami-tan didn’t give the vibe of going to an isekai after all…


  –637: Anonymous from Earth


  We are barely beginning and the isekai is already cruel here. I feel like you are screwed instantly if you don’t start in a city.


  –638: Anonymous from Earth


  The second death has…


  –639: Anonymous from Earth


  Seriously?


  –640: Anonymous from Earth


  Très triste nouvelle. Aujourd’hui, Eric Morrow, 34 ans, a été attaqué et tué par des bandits à la recherche d’argent et de biens lorsqu’il a été transféré dans un autre monde et c’était le cas. (Link)


  –641: Anonymous from Earth


  I can’t read that! 


  –642: Anonymous from Earth


  Looks like it was a Chosen that exchanged their points for items and money. They were killed by robbers. 


  –643: Anonymous from Earth


  So merciless…


  –644: Anonymous from Earth


  At this pace, there will be at least 5 deaths a day. 


  –645: Anonymous from Earth


  Stop the crappy maths where everyone gets wiped out after 200 days. 


  –646: Anonymous from Earth


  Who knows. We talking isekai here. 


  –647: Anonymous from Earth


  Instead of what build you begin with, doesn’t it look like it is more important where you start? 


  –648: Anonymous from Earth


  It feels as if the ones who started at [Dangerous] or [Random] are going to be dying. 


  –649: Anonymous from Earth


  No matter how you make your build, in the end, it is still a beginning build. This ain’t an overpowered mc novel here, so this is most likely comparable to starting after selecting your job in a game. God did say that what’s important is how you live.


  –650: Anonymous from Earth


  A level 1 ninja is trash after all…


  –651: Anonymous from Earth


  There must have been quite the incentive. Doesn’t it seem like there’s a lot of people who started in [Dangerous]? Can those people survive???


  –652: Anonymous from Earth


  I honestly think it will be pretty difficult. This is not a survival reality show. Humans don’t die easily, but humans die easily. 


  –653: Anonymous from Earth


  Which is it.


  –654: Anonymous from Earth


  Humans can die just from getting lost in the mountains of Japan, you know? Only superhumans survive being thrown into a parallel world they know nothing about. 


  –655: Anonymous from Earth


  Death can be decided just by choosing left or right wrongly; that’s survival.


  –656: Anonymous from Earth


  By the way, have the details of the Chosen’s builds been publicized? It is a mystery what powers the Chosen have and we don’t understand a thing of what they say. I just can’t get into it.


  –657: Anonymous from Earth


  No details yet. We only know that they have allocated their points and that they have put their points in some power. Also, their magic seems to be the usual elemental magic. It is certain that there’s body enhancements and magic, but no detailed information. The Chosen are doing their best talking, so I think we will be able to understand once the translations progresses.


  –658: Anonymous from Earth


  Could it be that the Chosen that were not there until right at the end were suddenly chosen as substitutes? 


  –659: Anonymous from Earth


  Must be, but it sounds rough doing so without any preparations. They can’t go back to their world after all.


  –660: Anonymous from Earth


  Jeanne-chan is seriously cute. Even though she is cute, she fights the monsters so bravely. 


  –661: Anonymous from Earth


  She can really push. Or more like, I spit out my drink cause of how strong she was.


  –662: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no doubt she is going full muscle brain build. She is seriously bulldozing it.


  –663: Anonymous from Earth


  That fighting style of pushing on barely worrying about the attacks of the enemies -seriously a warrior. 


  –664: Anonymous from Earth


  She is healed right as she gets injured. I even feel as if God is supporting that girl and giving her special treatment. 


  –665: Anonymous from Earth


  God is strict about the rules.


  You are going to get erased if you just say whatever, you know? 


  –666: Anonymous from Earth


  You are going to get socially murdered from divine punishment…


  –667: Anonymous from Earth


  O-Oi…this…


  ‘Family slaughtered in a residence at the Tsurumi Ward. One of the victims was the Chosen, Souma Nanami-san?’ (Link)


  –668: Anonymous from Earth


  Huh?


  Chapter 010: Waking Up and Escape Plan


  “Hah…?!” (Hikaru)


  I wake up to an alarm somewhere. 


  I had fallen asleep at some point in time…no, I lost consciousness.


  The source of the sound was the Status Board, and the remaining time is 10 minutes. 


  “That’s a saving. It comes with a morning call.” (Hikaru)


  That alarm is a lifesaver.


  Looks like I fainted from the successive use of Spirit Abilities. 


  If I had just slept my way through, there’s a high chance I would have just been straight up eaten by monsters.


  The sun has already sunk and the surroundings are dark.


  These were the course of events.


  Since obtaining Dark Spirit Ability, I began training and it was going well for a while. 


  For example; if it were an RPG, the uses of magic are pretty limited. In the early levels, if you use magic 10 times, your mp will dry, and there are many cases where you won’t be able to do anything unless you stay in an inn.


  That’s why I was being careful about running out of this MP I can’t see. However, this isn’t a game but real life. It is impossible to do anything free of risk.


  I was prepared for that, but even when I used it 10 or even 20 times, that moment didn’t come.


  There were times when Dark Mist’s Proficiency would increase by 1, and there would be times when it wouldn’t increase even after using it several times, but it was increasing smoothly. 


  I don’t think I got ahead of myself there, but I didn’t notice the change in my body. 


  I felt slightly dizzy, and by the time I thought something was strange, my body temperature rose abnormally. 


  The next instant I grew aware of this, my memory cuts off. 


  My body must have screamed there from the overuse of Spirit Energy.


  “But my body doesn’t feel bad, most likely because I slept.” (Hikaru)


  There’s nothing strange with my temperature either. 


  Whichever the case, the barrier has practically run out. 


  I don’t feel the presence of that giant monkey, but I should be cautious here. 


  I get up and confirm the Dark Spirit Ability from the Status Board.


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Dark Mist] Proficiency 24


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 0


  


  After training for a few hours, a new Ability had appeared. 


  View of Darkness.


  “By Dark Vision, it must be a way to see in dark places. It does say View of Darkness. I would have preferred an attack ability…” (Hikaru)


  I have Night Vision already, so I don’t know how to feel about this. 


  In the first place, I don’t know how dark of a place Night Vision can see in…


  The sun has already sunk and it is dark.


  Or more like, can I even switch the Night Vision on and off?


  I had this question in mind so I looked up at the sky. 


  The ultramarine color sky was already that of the night. 


  “…I see, so the Night Vision is already working.” (Hikaru)


  It is night…and yet, even though I am inside a forest where the only light source is the moonlight, I can tell where each tree is, and I can also see a bit further deep. 


  It doesn’t go as far as being able to see as much as daytime, but it looks like there won’t be any issues in doing small actions. 


  As expected of Night Vision, a special power that needs as much as 15 points to get. 


  This should be quite the advantage when acting at night and in dark places.


  “I should try using [Dark Vision] as well… Ooh!” (Hikaru)


  When I try using the Ability, I fortunately could overlap the effects. 


  There was the chance that it wouldn’t be able to amplify each other at all, but it looks like that was needless worry. 


  My vision got better with a slight increase in the light. 


  With this, there shouldn’t be any issues even when walking at night. 


  “Fuuuh~, alright, let’s go.” (Hikaru)


  The time came and the simple film barrier vanished.


  12 hours have passed since then, and yet, my body remembered the encounter with that giant monkey and cowered.


  Even so, I have no choice but to move on.


  If things go well, it should be possible for me to get out of this forest in 10 days. It is quite optimistic, but I have to be or my heart won’t be able to keep up. 


  I use 1 Point to get a new Barrier Stone, and after covering my body with the Dark Mist that has increased in effective range from the proficiency, I began walking.


  If I had to put it in RPG terms, this situation is like a low level being in a high level area.


  ‘By breaking Paid Crystals, you can live for longer~’, is probably close to what’s happening here.


  But obviously I have a limit in my ‘Paid Crystals’. On top of that, I only have 8 Points now. Even if it gets scary or dangerous, I must economize them until the decisive moments. There’s no way they will last till I get out of here. 


  In that case, I have to advance despite my trembling legs. 


  No choice but to.


  “I will live…! I will get out of this forest alive…!” (Hikaru)


  With my boots that are barely dirty, I take in each and every step in this forest that doesn’t look like it has been trodden by humans.


  I have already resolved myself to struggle on.


  When I look at my Status Board, I could see my viewer count increasing at an accelerated rate.


  Remaining Points: 8.


   

  Chapter 011: Monster Nest and 4 hundred million viewers


  

  “Live…! I will get out of here alive…!” (Hikaru)


  I mutter this as if chanting while walking forward and taking in each step. 


  The only thing that was supporting my breaking heart was the hope that Nanami was alive and has come to this world.


  Nanami is alive.


  Believing that was the only thing serving as my crutch to overcome this hellish situation. 


  I don’t know if it was because I am walking at night as the hint told me, or because of the effect of the Dark Spirit Ability, or both; whichever was fine, but I have been walking for around 3 hours, and I haven’t encountered any monsters as of now. 


  I have been advancing through the shortest distance straight to my destination. It is beginning to get inclined because of the mountains, and I am currently somehow managing to progress by climbing as if crawling.


  It is true that the 3 Points map was highly efficient, but it is still a world map, so it doesn’t show the detailed elevation of the location, and the only thing I can tell is that the current location is a forest, and that there’s a mountain range to the south side. 


  If I take a detour to the north side, there’s the chance that I can get to more leveled ground, but I ended up going straight. 


  Or more like, I have no experience in mountain climbing, so you could say I could only rely on the map and advance straight ahead. 


  I am trying not to use my Spirit Abilities too successively. 


  Of course, it is the ideal to continue using Dark Mist while I am walking, but the thing I have to avoid the most is suddenly fainting from running out of Spirit Energy. 


  I don’t really know how the natural recovery of Spirit Energy works, but I’ve got no choice but to learn it through feeling, and after using my Abilities over and over, I am beginning to get a grasp on it. 


  Most likely because the Proficiency of Dark Mist has increased, the effective time has also increased. If I increase the Proficiency at this pace, I can see myself being able to use it consecutively. 


  “Haaah…Haah… This is rough… But I have to reduce the distance as much as possible…” (Hikaru)


  This first experience of walking a mountain road coupled with this situation where I don’t know when a monster could jump out was already leaving me exhausted. 


  In middle school, you could say I was in a sports club, but it wasn’t as if I was that passionate, so I only have the stamina of your average 15 years old. 


  There’s a clock function loaded in my Status Board, so I can tell the current time. This is pretty useful.


  I don’t know what the rotation or revolutions of this world are, but one day is 24 hours, and the daytime is almost the same as Earth. 


  There’s no way to tell if things in that area are the consideration of God or a coincidence.


  “5:00 a.m… It has already gotten a bit brighter…” (Hikaru)


  Looks like it is almost time for sunrise. 


  If I use Dark Mist when it is bright, it would look like darkness coiling around which would make it unnatural. Even if it may not be that obvious since I am deep in a forest with many places where light doesn’t reach. 


  “Even if I use a Barrier Stone in the daytime, it only works for 12 hours. I would like to persevere until 7pm when the sun is gone…” (Hikaru)


  I don’t think it will immediately turn dangerous as soon as it gets bright. 


  I squeeze out the last of my strength to run up the slope. 


  My field of view opened up a bit, and I arrived at a slightly clear hill.


  And then, my heart stopped for a second when I saw the creature there.


  “Kiki!” 


  Two small -yet the size of a mountain gorilla- red monkeys.


  Deeper in, I can see a giant burning monkey lying upside down, sleeping.


  The small monkeys that noticed me were making a ruckus, going kiikii. 


  The monkey that was sleeping deeper in lifted its upper body.


  (S-Seriously…? I arrived at the nest of the giant monkey…?) (Hikaru)


  A bed made from piled up twigs and grass. 


  The stacked up fruits, nuts, and animal bones in the surroundings. 


  I don’t know if that giant monkey is male or female, or if it is the same as the one I met yesterday, but it is a nest. 


  (Can I run away…?) (Hikaru)


  I hold the Barrier Stone in a way that I can break it at any moment, and chant Dark Mist. 


  But the sun has already begun rising. 


  In an open and plenty bright place, my Dark Mist is like a mosquito swarm that doesn’t even serve as a smoke screen. It instead stirred up the curiosity of the monkeys.


  (Damn it! What should I do…?! What can I do…?) (Hikaru)


  I was half panicking here. 


  The Barrier Stone creates a barrier in that place. In other words, if I were to use a Barrier Stone inside a monster nest, I can’t move from that place for 12 hours.


  It would be one thing if the monsters were to leave at some point in those 12 hours, but I don’t think the child monkeys will be leaving the nest. 


  This may be the fortune within the misfortune, but the giant monkey has an unexpectedly composed personality, even when the small monkeys were making a ruckus, it moved a bit, but it didn’t get up.


  But the small monkeys are showing signs of coming here.


  They don’t look as aggressive as the giant monkey, and if it is just their appearance alone, they even look cute, but we are talking about the children of that violent giant monkey. It is plenty possible for them to tear off my limbs innocently. 


  The distance between the children monkeys and me is 20 meters.


  It is a distance that can be said I have already ‘encountered’ them.


  I ran in order to buy as much distance as possible. 


  I have been found already, so it is do or bust now. 


  At the same time I began running, the child monkeys got on their fours and began to run after me. 


  I ended up stimulating their animal instincts of chasing a running prey. 


  (Damn it! They are fast!) (Hikaru)


  I may call them child monkeys, but they are big yet fast. 


  I barely even made any distance and was about to get caught in the blink of an eye, so just before that happened, I broke the Barrier Stone.


  A half transparent dome appeared, and the child monkeys who lost sight of their prey were running around the open place while making kiikii noises.


  Who knows what would have happened if they had caught me. 


  Most likely consumed as a doll with amusing reactions. 


  If God hadn’t prepared a saving device like the Barrier Stone…I get shivers just thinking about it. 


  “…But I have finally been checkmated… Haha…” (Hikaru)


  I opened the Status Board and looked at the item list. 


  There’s one exchangeable item that is of conspicuous color. 


  ・Give UP Pill – Required Points: All Points in possession.


  I can use this before I get eaten alive by those monkeys. 


  Of course, it says ‘give up’, but I don’t think at all that this is some lukewarm item that allows you to return to your original world. 


  In other words, this is poison for suicide. Moreover, a personal item that is only effective for the purchaser.


  “I did get a bit of distance from the running, but…it isn’t a distance I can get away from…” (Hikaru)


  I am around 50 meters away from the still sleeping giant monkey, but would it let go a human that appears right in its vicinity? 


  No, it was sleeping pretty soundly, so maybe it is unexpectedly thickheaded? 


  But the child monkeys feel like the keen type that would find me quickly. 


  “Well…what happens happens.” (Hikaru)


  I am honestly already completely exhausted. 


  I was chosen to go to a parallel world without any preparations, and I have been walking inside a deep forest. 


  The sun is shining and there’s soft grass growing here, so even when there’s monsters in proximity, I want to sprawl on the ground and sleep in this rare bright place I am finally in. 


  “Let’s eat something…” (Hikaru)


  My dulled senses must have begun coming back because I am now inside the barrier, intense hunger and thirst was attacking me. 


  I am also dying to get some shut eye here, but I have to at least hydrate myself before sleeping.


  I open the Status Board and use 1 Crystal each for the sandwich and the water. 


  The sandwich was packed in wrapping paper, and the water was inside a heavy ceramic bottle.


  I ate that in a daze and drank my fill. 


  And then, my brain regained a bit of vitality. 


  “…Now that I think about it, I strangely have more Crystals now.” (Hikaru)


  30 Crystals can be exchanged for 1 Point, so they are important. 


  The last time I checked, I had obtained 2 Crystals from [Reaching 100,000,000 daily viewers] and [First encounter with a Monstrosity]. I used 1 for a hint, so I should only have 1 remaining. 


  But when I checked just now, I had 6 Crystals. 


  I confirm the log in the Status Board.


  The oldest log was [Reached 100,000,000 daily viewers] and the next one is [First encounter with a Monstrosity]. I know about these 2 Crystals. 


  The next one is [Achieved first Spirit Ability] for 1 Crystal.


  And then, [Reached total viewer count 500,000,000]. This one seems to have been special since it gave me 3 Crystals. 


  Total apparently means the total of unique accesses in a day. 


  5 hundred million…


  It seems like today is being treated as the 2nd day, but 5 hundred million is a crazy number.


  The number is so big that it just doesn’t feel real, but does that mean around 10% of the population on Earth was watching me? 


  Even now, my real time viewer count is more than 4 hundred million, so…I really must be gathering attention.


  …As the joke. 


  There’s no way a sudden Chosen like me would have that many viewers otherwise.


  On the 2nd day I got [Reached 100,000,000 daily viewers]. Looks like I get the daily one every day. That helps out. 


  With this, I have gotten 7 Crystals till now.


  I used them for a hint, sandwich, and water for a total of 3. Got 4 remaining now. 


  It is far from 30 Crystals, but considering this is still the 2nd day, I am doing well…I think?


  No, I am currently in a situation where I am draining my Points with Barrier Stones. 


  Can’t really call this smooth sailing.


  I set the timer and lie down for a bit in order to cool down my head. 


  I have been walking the whole night. If I don’t sleep, I won’t even be able to think up good ideas to get out of this.


  “Then, I will set it so that the alarm rings after 4 hours… Alright.” (Hikaru)


  The Status Board also has a timer function on top of the clock.


  This must be a helping mechanism for the modern people who have been living tied up by time. 


  “…Good night.” (Hikaru)


  I muttered this to nothing.


  I don’t know what kind of feelings the viewers have while they are watching me. 


  But they must be cheering for me who is fighting to survive in this forest.


  …I am sure that’s the case.


  Chapter 012: Darkness Training and Lord of Darkness


  I wake up from the alarm.


  The time is 12 noon.


  When I looked at the monkey family, the two child monkeys were playing around an open space, but the big monkey was gone. It might have gone out to obtain food. 


  If those monkeys left, I could use that opening to escape, but it looks like the hopes for that are slim. 


  What’s left is to escape in the dead of the night by slipping in the darkness.


  There’s no choice of fighting those monkeys. If it is just those child monkeys, magic scrolls could do the job, but that will definitely create a hellish situation where the giant monkey searches every corner for humans with bloodshot eyes.


  There’s also me simply not wanting to kill animals. 


  “Let’s train my Spirit Abilities…” (Hikaru)


  In the end, that’s all I can do right now.


  The Abilities have Proficiencies and this is how they look right now. 


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Dark Mist] Proficiency 89


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 15


  ・Transformation of Darkness [Shadow Runner] Proficiency 0


  


  I have been using my Abilities till dawn yesterday while walking, so I feel like they have gone up a decent degree. 


  Training is good, but it seems like using them in actual practice is easier to raise them. 


  On top of that, I got a new Ability. 


  Looks like it is a humanoid made of darkness… In other words, creating a decoy with darkness and have it run. 


  “Decoy…! I can use this…!” (Hikaru)


  It is a new Ability, so I want to use it at once. 


  I have already confirmed that there’s no problem in using Abilities inside the barrier. 


  “[Shadow Runner]!” (Hikaru)


  Reacting to the activation of my Ability, darkness slowly appears from empty space and grows into a humanoid shape. 


  Maybe because my Proficiency is low, even when it is called a runner, it isn’t an athlete but the shadow of a small child. 


  It is in the shape of a human, but there’s no density to it. 


  It began to run straight, but at the same time as it touched the film of the barrier, it disappeared. It is impossible to have Spirit Abilities affect the other side of the barrier, so it can’t be helped that it would result in this. 


  It doesn’t even serve as a false threat. It really is just an ability that makes a shadow run. 


  But it does look useful as a decoy. It can at least serve as a means to escape from this forest. 


  That hint really was an important hint. 


  “Alright, gotta train!” (Hikaru)


  The situation is difficult, but it looks like it is still too soon to give up. 


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  The Barrier Stone runs out at 5:30pm.


  The current time is 5:00pm.


  In the 5 hours since then, I continued training my spells, and there have been quite the good results. 


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 17


  ・Transformation of Darkness [Shadow Runner] Proficiency 30


  Tier 2 Ability 


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Dark Mist] Proficiency 22


  


  Dark Mist’s Proficiency reached its max value and has raised to Tier 2. 


  Those tiers must be like the levels of the abilities, and when the Proficiency reaches 100, it goes to the next level.


  Dark Vision has no effect when I use it at daytime, and the Proficiency barely increases, so I didn’t use it. It is also because the priority is low. 


  “[Dark Mist]!” (Hikaru)


  With my voice as the trigger, darkness appeared from empty space, and it eats away the light. 


  Most likely because it has tiered up, I can now create pretty dense darkness with Dark Mist. The darkness can now cover all the barriers, so it can’t even be compared to the beginning. The darkness is also coming out a lot faster now.


  With this, I might be able to go out without the monkeys noticing.


  “…But it isn’t getting as dark as I thought it would.” (Hikaru)


  Maybe because of the season, even at 5:00pm, the sky is maintaining its brightness. It is a situation where I can’t call it evening at all. 


  As for the monkey family, the giant monkey carried back a whole lot of food and they are having dinner time. 


  The chances of them being too into their food that they miss my presence are there…but they are slim. 


  Even the child monkeys run more than 3 times faster than me. As for the giant monkey, I feel like it could go as far as 10 times faster. I can’t imagine myself outrunning them. 


  “Let’s wait till night…” (Hikaru)


  I decide to keep it safe. 


  Challenging it here wouldn’t be that bad, but it could also increase the alertness of the monkeys pointlessly. 


  I don’t have many remaining points, but I gotta use them.


  I bought a Barrier Stone with 1 Point, and when the remaining time hit 1 minute, I broke it. You can overlap the times of the Barrier Stones. The remaining time is now 12 hours and 1 minute. 


  I continued training my Spirit Ability till late in the night. 


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  “Alright… The moon is hidden because of the cloudy sky, so I would say this is a good time…” (Hikaru)


  2:00 at the dead of the night. 


  It is the time when even the plants are sleeping. 


  Even with Night Vision, the surroundings were covered in way too dense darkness, to a creepy extent. 


  But right now they are all factors that will be a plus for me. 


  I use Spirit Abilities over and over, and continue to the next step. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I chant the new Dark Mist that has reached 3rd Tier; new name, [Darkness Fog]. 


  The darkness that appeared instantly dyed the inside of the barrier in darkness until it was full.


  I was completely concealed and it will at least hide me from those who rely on their eyesight. 


  “My Spirit Ability has also grown decently.” (Hikaru)


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 38


  ・Transformation of Darkness [Shadow Runner] Proficiency 64


  Tier 3 Ability 


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Darkness Fog] Proficiency 2


  


  I feel as if using my abilities inside the barrier is easier, or like…the burden is lower, which makes it easier to utilize successively, but I am not even showing any signs of fainting. 


  It must be because the Tier and Proficiency have increased, and I am slowly getting familiar with their use. 


  “I have prepared a new Barrier Stone too, so…let’s go…!” (Hikaru)


  I have 7 Points remaining. 


  It is finally beginning to feel scarce, but I actually got 1 Point while I was training on my Spirit Abilities. It is apparently because I am the first Chosen who has [Reached Tier 3 Spirit Ability]. 


  The other Chosen should be training in their Spirit Ability too though…


  It really must be the difference in urgency as someone who has been random transferred. Of course, there’s the chance that Affection of the Spirits is doing its work. I am aware that I have been using abilities successively to an unnatural extent after all.


  But well, I have no one to compare to, so this is just merely a possibility. 


  Whichever the case, the [First Achiever] rewards me Crystals and Points, so it helps me greatly. For example; if I were to defeat that monkey, I might be able to get an achievement like ‘First Monster Subjugation’ -not like I can defeat it though.


  The monkeys were hugging each other as they slept.


  This monkey most likely doesn’t have any natural enemy in this forest. It is a defenseless sleeping posture. 


  I can escape. 


  I felt that confidence. 


  There’s still 3 and a half hours left in the barrier. 


  But I have to escape while it is still night. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I stack more onto it. 


  I was inside dense darkness and it filled up the inside of the barrier completely. 


  “Alright…” (Hikaru)


  I moved slowly and carefully in order to not make any noise, and when I reached the corner of the 3 meter radius barrier, I undo it. 


  The film of the barrier vanishes as if it melted, and I spread the darkness to the surroundings. 


  From afar, it might have looked like darkness suddenly appeared to an unnatural extent. 


  The monkeys haven’t noticed. 


  But I am feeling a mysterious presence so strong it was prickling my skin.


  A presence I have been feeling the whole time since coming to this world.


  The presence was so intense that it felt as if someone was by my side on this moonless night. 


  But I can’t let my mind wander to this mysterious presence.


  I carefully advance one step at a time so as to not make any sound. 


  Fortunately, the monkeys are not showing any signs of waking up.


  There’s no moon in the sky, making the darkness of the night even denser.


  ——-Fu…ufufu……fufu…


  I heard a voice. 


  The monkeys are sleeping. 


  But I heard the laughing of a girl from somewhere. 


  Is it a new monster? 


  I carefully advance as I check my surroundings. 


  Despite me already using Dark Vision, I can’t see that far. 


  It is to a degree where I can barely see the sleeping monkeys 50 meters away. 


  Kusukusu…


  Ufufu…


  (Again… What’s with this voice…?) (Hikaru)


  A mysterious voice that sounds as if it were really far yet right by my side. 


  As if it were a child playing around from faraway yet whispering in my ear. 


  Fufu…ufufu…


  The voice was slowly getting clearer.


  There was no distinct direction, and I can only feel as if it is meaningless noise, but the closer it gets, the more it begins to show some semblance of sentience. 


  The voice is directing her laughs at me…


  I am sure of that.


  I ignore the voice and hurry ahead. 


  Right now my highest priority is making distance.


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  It is a really dark night. 


  It is not something as simple as it being dark because there’s no moonlight, it was as if darkness was present here plainly as darkness itself. It was a night as if deep inside this space that’s dyed in black, there’s a bottomless ocean that stretches all the way to the horizon.


  If I didn’t have Night Vision, I wouldn’t have been able to take a single step.


  I was hearing the voice endlessly. 


  Like a girl, like a boy, like an elderly woman, like an infant…


  As if radio noise was travelling far through the air and reaching my ears.


  —For some mysterious reason, I wasn’t scared of it. 


  If it had been the groan or the roar of a monster, I might have been scared, but the voice sounded like that of a person. 


  Also, I might have felt as if…someone was staying by my side in this lonely journey…


  My distance from the monkeys was 100 meters…200 meters, smoothly getting further and further away. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  It was at the time when I chanted the Spirit Ability for who knows how many times now…


  The darkness around began to grow noisy…trembling as if it were alive. 


  The air pulsated, even deeper darkness appearing from within the darkness…sticking thickly to the ground, the trunk of the trees, branches, leaves, and even the sky…


  (W-What’s going on…?) (Hikaru)


  The ‘voice’ that I have been hearing until now had at some point stopped. 


  Not only that, the sound of the wind, the noise of the insects; I couldn’t hear a single thing. 


  I take out the Barrier Stone from my pocket, and ready myself.


  There’s a monster nearby…?


  No, there’s no way. There’s no sounds of footsteps…


  Is it not a living being…?


  The darkness took shape…that was the only way I could describe this phenomenon. 


  Right after I used the ability, something appeared from inside the darkness.


  I couldn’t tell my surroundings at all. Everything was dyed in darkness as if my Night Vision was serving no purpose at all.


  It is not something as vague as a ghost.


  Something of condensed darkness was somewhere around here…


  Far far away…or maybe right by my shoulder…


  —Hey, you look tasty.


  I heard this clearly by my ear. 


  A feeling as if my life itself was caressed by a mass of tangible darkness. 


  The hairs on my whole body stood on end, and I reflexively broke the Barrier Stone. 


  —Hmm, what a mysterious power…


  —The closer I try to get, the farther you get.


  At that moment, I finally saw the ‘owner of that voice’.


  Black, truly jet black contours. 


  It was inside darkness, and it was as if her figure itself was in even deeper darkness.


  The outline of a girl with long hair waving with the wind. 


  Fortunately, it seems like she can’t enter the barrier, but it is walking around me with imperceivable movements. 


  “W-Who are you?” (Hikaru)


  I somehow manage to ask her that. 


  I don’t know what she is. This being is dangerous for me…I think.


  But if words get to her, maybe there’s the chance that we can reach an understanding here?


  —Can’t tell who I am?


  —Even though you needed me that much? You love me, right? 


  —I also love you. Now, undo this.


  —Let’s become one.


  Looks like that won’t work.


  The ‘owner of the voice’ that could be called the Avatar of Darkness spoke words in a fluffy manner similar to her movements. The words itself are passionate, but her tone was emotionless without a single hint of warmth.


  The only thing I can tell is that she is not an ally. 


  I could also tell instinctively that fighting her would be pointless.


  Even so, it looks like she can’t enter the barrier and is simply moving around without any clear intent. 


  And, different from the monkeys…she can see inside the barrier.


  If she can see me, it would mean that she has no reason to leave. 


  I am done for.


  Here I was, thinking I finally managed to get away from the monkeys, and yet, to think there was even something this incomprehensible living here. I mistook how horrifying a danger level 4 forest was.


  —Now, now, undo this already, my beloved…


  —Let’s become one before the sun comes up.


  —You called for me over and over, right? Aah, that means you love me that much, right…? And yet, why are you being so cold…?


  The Avatar of Darkness was floating around as she said this. 


  It was as if she were talking to me, yet it also sounded as if she were monologuing. It was quite the mysterious tone of voice.


  (But she said something about the sun… She is the Avatar of Darkness, so maybe she disappears by the morning?) (Hikaru)


  There’s the chance. 


  Or more like, please let that be the case.


  I sat there plainly scared of the voice.


  I couldn’t do anything. 


  Because I feel like I ended up calling the owner of this voice with my excessive Spirit Ability training.


  In her(?) eyes, I apparently was calling for her. 


  I can only think of this being the Dark Spirit Ability.


  (Spirit Abilities are apparently performed by borrowing the power of the Spirits after all…) (Hikaru)


  Whichever the case, I have no choice but to wait for morning to come. 


  Fortunately, my Barrier Stone will last plenty enough, till around 2:30pm.


  I waited for the sun to come up without sleeping a wink.


  The Avatar of Darkness was floating around the whole time, but by the time it turned 3:30am, a change happened. 


  —What a shame. It truly is a shame, cutie. I wanted to become one with you.


  —But at the very least…at the very least I have met you, so I should give you a present.


  —Wait a bit, okay? I can tell anything it is you want.


  —I am looking forward to meeting you again…


  The voice disappeared somewhere.


  I pat my chest in relief, but after a while, the Avatar of Darkness appeared again.


  The sounds of something being placed on the ground.


  And then, this time around, the owner of the voice disappeared as if vanishing in thin air. 


  The forest ruled by silence steadily regained the cries of the insects, the noise of the trees, and I could feel the presence of living beings, so I finally perceived that I had managed to survive one more day…


  Chapter 013: Fresh Blood and Spirit Stone


  (…She left something before leaving.) (Hikaru)


  The darkness is still dense, so I can only tell it is a mass of something. 


  The sun peeked after a while. 


  As if the light was clearing away the darkness, the surrounding scenery was getting clearer. 


  “Y-You…gotta be kidding me…” (Hikaru)


  It was a mass of red. 


  That thing that was as big as a small mountain was actually the dredges of what was once the giant monkey that threw me into spirals of fear.


  Both arms, both legs, and its head were severed, and it is packed up haphazardly. 


  It is not only the giant monkey, even the 2 small monkeys have been killed.


  “Did she…do it?” (Hikaru)


  It was only around 10 to 20 seconds since the moment the Avatar of Darkness left and the noises were made. 


  She managed to do this much in that short span of time. 


  A far above being. 


  That giant monkey was like the very embodiment of violence, and yet, she managed to bring its demise in such a casual fashion.


  She vanished after morning came, but night will be coming over and over. Furthermore, I have to walk at night… Just thinking about the next night is depressing me. 


  “Anyways, what should I do…?” (Hikaru)


  The Avatar of Darkness is gone and the giant monkey has died, so you could say the danger is gone. 


  I am scared of that darkness monster showing up again, but it seems like it will be okay at daytime. 


  Even so, I used a Barrier Stone again. There’s still a lot of remaining time, but what should I be doing here? 


  If I undo the barrier here, I would need to walk in the morning. 


  Even if I were to wait for the effect of the barrier to end, it will be ending at 2:30pm, so I would still have to walk. 


  The giant monkey is gone, so I don’t know how much the danger in the forest lowered with this. 


  “…In the end, I’ve got no choice but to think about it after I actually trek on. Before that, what should I do about this ‘gift’.” (Hikaru)


  The Avatar of Darkness certainly did say this was a gift.


  What should I even be doing with such intimidating corpses? 


  No point in mullying about it. I decided to use a Hint. 


  The Hint of before was super useful. There’s a high chance I will get really priceless information for the cost of 1 Crystal.


  I opened the Status Board and confirmed the amount of Crystals I have. 


  “…? They’ve increased again.” (Hikaru)


  My Crystals have risen from 4 to 6.


  When I confirmed with the log, it said: [Reached 100,000,000 Daily Viewers] and [Chance Meeting with a Great Spirit]. 1 Crystal each.


  “The daily hundred million I know, but…chance meeting with a Great Spirit?” (Hikaru)


  When speaking of the ones I have met, it would be those monkeys and that materialization of darkness.


  Then that darkness monster is a Great Spirit?


  “Darkness…a Great Dark Spirit, huh…” (Hikaru)


  When thinking about it that way, what she said does make sense. 


  I have been using Dark Spirit Abilities over and over after all.


  Anyways, I am grateful about getting Crystals.


  Right now I need a Hint. 


  <<Will you use 1 Crystal to get a [Survival Hint]? Yes・No>>


  When I touched the Yes, the answer was shown soon after.


  <<[Obtain the loot]>>


  Loot…?


  It isn’t something I obtained by fighting, but a corpse is a corpse. 


  Looks like I can get something there. 


  For example; skin, bones, fangs, eyeballs, innards. Those kinds of things can serve as medicine or materials…maybe. But I don’t even have a bag, so I can’t carry anything big. 


  (I should try using Monster Appraisal too…) (Hikaru)


  Monster Appraisal can tell me the information of a monster that ‘you have last met’. 


  <<Will you use 1 Crystal to do a [Monster Appraisal]? Yes・No>>


  I touch the Yes and the appraisal result is shown. 


  I thought that maybe I would end up getting the information of that Avatar of Darkness, but looks like dead monsters are also counted in the ‘last met’.


  Or maybe Great Spirits don’t fall into the monster category. 


  [Flame Orangutan: Wondrous Entity – A giant monkey that releases fire from its whole body. Strong physical strength, fast, and can spit a fire blaze from its mouth. The ones that become Wondrous Entities normally become the top predators of the inhabited location. It is omnivorous, and possesses a vast territory. Even when turning into a Wondrous Entity, it has the rare nature of continuing to raise its children. The corresponding individual has [Wondrous Entity Completed Form] [Extermination Predator]. Chances of a Spirit Stone appearing are: Fire 20%, Chaos 80%, Pure 0%.]


  It is quite the detailed appraisal.


  But there’s a lot of words I don’t understand. Just what’s a Wondrous Entity…?


  Anyways, I get that this is an intense and powerful individual.


  (Also, a Spirit Stone… That’s somewhere in its body?) (Hikaru)


  The only thing it described as a loot from it was that. 


  Of course, if I were to take stuff like the fangs and bones, there’s the chance I could turn them into cash, but…


  “Fufu, haha, so stupid.” (Hikaru)


  In this situation of life or death, I am thinking about the time when I escape and turn it into money. A laugh leaked out from me at how stupid that was.


  But that might be what it means to live. 


  Think about the future. If I lose that hope, the spirit to forge ahead will be lost at the same time. 


  “Let’s head out.” (Hikaru)


  I use 1 Point and ready a new Barrier Stone before undoing the barrier. 


  If this monkey is the top predator here, there shouldn’t be any dangerous creatures around.


  I now have 6 Points remaining.


  “Ugh!” (Hikaru)


  A strong stench of blood was permeating the place. 


  I was attacked by the uneasiness that maybe this stench will attract other carnivorous animals. I have to obtain the ‘loot’ quickly. 


  Even so, the giant monkey is 4 meters in height, and I don’t have a blade on hand, so I can’t even carve the corpse. 


  I could obtain a small knife if I used Crystals, but…


  When I lined up the bodies of the children monkeys that were still warm, I could see something resembling a transparent jewel from the cut in their neck. 


  “Is it this…?!” (Hikaru)


  I stick my finger there while holding back my urge to vomit, and pull it out. It was a stone the size of a tennis ball. 


  It resembles a crystal, but it feels strange for something like this to be inside the body. 


  The other child monkey also had the same transparent stone. 


  “There’s this stuff in their whole body…? Of course not.” (Hikaru)


  I don’t know, but I don’t have the time. It is impossible to dismantle the bodies of the monkeys here, and I don’t have the tools. Also, I mentally can’t handle it. I even feel like burying their bodies.


  “The giant monkey is…uh, still warm.” (Hikaru)


  It was pretty rough to stick my hand inside the cut that’s still warm, but the hint is absolute. 


  Obtaining the stone here will definitely be useful in the future. 


  It may not be now, but eventually.


  “…It is this, huh. So big.” (Hikaru)


  At around 15 cm deep from the wound, I finally found the stone. 


  It wasn’t transparent and wasn’t red like its fur. It was a big jewel far bigger than a fist that felt as if there was an abundance of colors sealed in it. 


  “I feel like I have seen a jewel like this…” (Hikaru)


  An opal? I think it is close to that. 


  Anyways, this is most likely the loot I can get here. 


  It is currently 6:00am. 


  I rip the sleeve of my own shirt, close one opening, and throw in the 3 Spirit Stones there. 


  If I swing it around, it could serve as a makeshift weapon.


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I am scared of the Great Dark Spirit, but it is impossible to escape from this forest without Spirit Abilities. 


  I wrap the darkness around my body, and begin walking, leaving the corpses of the monkeys there. 


  350 kilometers remaining. 


  This is my 4th morning since coming to this parallel world.


  Remaining Points: 6.


  Remaining Crystals: 4.


  Chapter 014: Advance and Coral Currant


  “Haah…haah…I am hungry…” (Hikaru)


  Most likely because I am in the territory of the giant monkey, the Flame Orangutan, I have been walking for several hours now, but I haven’t met any dangerous creatures. 


  I have seen animals and birds, but I hid myself with my Dark Spirit Abilities to deal with it. 


  I tried using Shadow Runner a number of times too, but normal animals get surprised and run away, so I could tell whether they were dangerous or not. 


  I haven’t eaten anything since yesterday, so I am pretty exhausted here. But I want to walk while there’s still no danger. 


  The types of plants growing in the forest were changing bit by bit as I advanced.


  There were a few fruits here and there that were in low places and looked edible. 


  Especially the variety of trees that I see often had cherry-like red fruits growing from them. If I can eat that, I could obtain calories without using Crystals, and depending on what it is, I could even get moisture. 


  There were a whole lot of fruits in that giant monkey’s nest too, so they are most likely edible… It is not like a human can eat them just because a monster can eat them after all…


  “It smells sweet…” (Hikaru)


  I walk towards it with unsteady steps, attracted by it, and pluck one fruit. 


  It is a dangerous irresistible scent. 


  I have Poison Resistance. I could gamble it here and try eating it. 


  I open my Status Board and choose the [Item Appraisal]. 


  Using a Crystal is painful, but if I can eat this, I won’t be troubled with food for a while.


  [Coral Currant: It is a plant that commonly grows in the wild on the eastern part of the Ringpill Continent. The fruit is edible, but eating too many will strain your stomach. It is widely cultivated, and it can be eaten as is, or be processed into jam. The appraised target is ripe for eating.]


  After I read that, I immediately took a bite from the fruit. 


  A bittersweet taste spread through my whole mouth. Now that I think about it, how long has it been since I ate something sweet? 


  “Tasty…! I didn’t know fruits in the wild could be this tasty…!” (Hikaru)


  Sweetness and a hint of bitterness. There’s plenty of fruit juice and I could feel my body being hydrated. 


  I see this Coral Currant every now and then while walking, so I won’t be troubled with food for a while. It strains the stomach if you eat too many of them, but I have Disease Resistance and Poison Resistance, so I should be okay. I want to believe I will be.


  I get at least 1 Crystal every day.


  I can’t tell how hard it is to get a hundred million daily viewers. I think I was taught that the world population is around 7 billion, but only a certain percent actually watches the broadcast -most likely half. In that case, 3.5 billion.


  So, 1 out of 35 people are watching?


  But the current situation isn’t as lukewarm as that. Actually, it has settled at around 6 hundred million for a few days already. 


  Why am I gathering this much attention?


  It must be because I am having an adventure with my life at stake from the sudden Random Transfer. 


  Maybe there are many other Chosen who are passing steady lives, or have started with normal jobs instead of adventuring. 


  But…there’s 1,000 Chosen. 


  There must be a lot of people who are watching from several screens, but you could say it is abnormal for 6 hundred million to be watching me. 


  There should be a good amount of people aside from me who have chosen Random Transfer, and there’s no doubt there’s Chosen who are adventuring to the very limit with the intention of increasing their viewers. 


  When thinking of it like that, this even feels creepy. 


  Maybe it really is because I am a new Chosen that suddenly showed up?


  “…Won’t reach an answer even if I think about it, huh.” (Hikaru)


  What I have to do right now is get out of this forest without dying. Everything else is secondary. 


  It does bother me why there’s a strangely high amount of viewers, but it in essence has nothing to do with me aside from getting Crystals. 


  I have reached this point without caring about being seen. 


  For now, I ate around 4 tufts of Coral Currant, cut the remaining sleeve of my shirt, tied up the opening, and put as many fruits in there as I could. 


  My right hand has the Spirit Stones of the monkeys, and my left has the fruits. 


  “It really makes me understand the importance of a bag…” (Hikaru)


  I could use 1 Point to exchange for a backpack, but I can’t go using a Point on something like that. 


  I can’t fight anything right now anyways, so this is fine for now. It is tiring on my arms though. 


  I used both Darkness Fog and Shadow Runner as I walked, and it was finally sunset. 


  I managed to walk 30km in one day. This is quite the good number. 


  If I continue at this pace, I will be able to get out of the forest in 10 days. 


  “…But the problem is what to do from here on.” (Hikaru)


  This is an obvious thing, but a human must sleep. 


  I can’t just continue walking forever. 


  For the food, I will somehow manage by eating Coral Currant. This is not a situation where I have the luxury to worry about a balanced nutrition. As long as I have the power to walk…


  But sleeping is something I can’t just remove. 


  Until now, I have been breaking Barrier Stones, so I could sleep without worries, but…


  “There’s also the chance that that Great Dark Spirit will be showing up when night comes…” (Hikaru)


  If that shows up, I have no choice but to break a Barrier Stone. 


  But there’s a chance it won’t.


  There’s no clouds today, so I think there will be enough illumination with the moonlight. 


  That sticky darkness must be an omen of its appearance, and I am sure that what created that situation was me using Spirit Abilities. 


  Whichever the case, I want to save my Barrier Stone till the moment danger is right in proximity. 


  I only have 6 Points. You could even say I only have 6 lives remaining.


  I decide to look for a suitable tree to sleep at while I walk. 


  Honestly speaking, if it is just walking, night feels safer, so I will adjust my sleeping time bit by bit, to a point where I sleep in the day and walk at night. 


  Right now it is 7:00pm, so I want to sleep from 8:00pm to 2:00am in the night, and…


  I made a decent sounding plan, climbed a suitable tree, sat on a branch, and entrusted my body to the trunk. There’s the chance to die from falling down while I am asleep, so I splurge here. I used 2 Crystals to exchange for a rope. It is a thin hemp rope, and it looks decently sturdy. 


  I tie up my body with that. There should be no worries of me falling with this. 


  Just in case, I conceal my surroundings with Darkness Fog before closing my eyes. The effective time of the ability is around 10 minutes, but it should be better than not doing it. 


   

  Chapter 015: Full Moon and Shining Flower


  

  “…I can’t sleep.” (Hikaru)


  Conclusion: I couldn’t sleep.


  My body is tired, and yet, I only doze off a bit and wake up soon after. 


  Sleeping on top of a tree really wasn’t realistic. 


  It is currently 11:00pm, but I have at least rested for about 4 hours. 


  The moon is shining in the sky, the moonlight peeking through the trees of the forest created a wondrous sight. 


  The Avatar of Darkness shouldn’t be showing with this…probably.


  “Let’s walk.” (Hikaru)


  I confirm with the map and there’s 320km.


  I have walked 43km. A full marathon.


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I cover myself in darkness and walk.


  I don’t know where and what danger there will be, so I am trying to use my ability as much as possible.


  I haven’t met dangerous creatures for a while, so I am aware it is lacking in tension, but that flashy giant monkey isn’t the only danger. 


  I might get shot by an arrow somewhere.


  I could encounter a pack of monsters. 


  I might get caught in a bottomless swamp.


  Have my skin rot from a poisonous plant. 


  A cliff might show up and I won’t be able to continue forward. 


  There’s endless possibilities. 


  An unknown land in an unknown world.


  There really is no knowing what may wait ahead.


  “…I say that, but no monsters are showing…huh.” (Hikaru)


  None showing is better, but not a single one showing up is instead making me uneasy.


  The fear that maybe I will encounter another giant monster like that monkey. 


  Can’t stop moving forward though.


  “Full moon… Are the phases of the moon the same as Earth?” (Hikaru)


  God said this world is similar to Earth. At the very least, it should be similar enough that we Chosen can exist in it. 


  The temperature, atmosphere density, composition, and gravity goes without saying, but even the moon (and most likely the sun) there is almost the same size. The similarities are so many that you could call it a second Earth.


  Of course, there’s the possibility the bodies of the Chosen have been ‘tuned’ in some form. 


  That goes for the Skill, Gifts, and the Status Board, but they are all benefits that would have been unthinkable on Earth, so it is honestly doubtful whether our Earth Self and This World’s Self are the same person. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  With just one word, the deep darkness is covered in even deeper darkness.


  Can I do this because of the ‘world’ or because of ‘myself’, or both? Whichever the case, it should be natural for me to think that I have been recreated as a being that can use Spirit Energy. 


  I walk in the darkness. Inside this fog of darkness that can block even sound, I felt as if I were walking inside a dream. A reality where I could get eaten by a monster the next instant really does feel like nothing but a dream.


  (I am beginning to grow numb…towards this abnormal situation…) (Hikaru)


  Even so, I am still alive. 


  That hint was truly a door for survival. Most likely because God wouldn’t find it amusing if we were to die right after the transfer. 


  This forest certainly doesn’t have many monsters that act at night, and by just using dark magic as defense, I have been able to walk with almost no danger excluding the time with the giant monkey. 


  Of course, it might be because of luck…


  While I was thinking that as I walked, there was a place that was releasing faint light within this illusory sight of the moonlight peeking into the forest. It isn’t the moonlight, but something that was emitting light on its own. It was sparkling like a firework stick. 


  “What is it…? A firefly?” (Hikaru)


  I tried getting close to it and saw that wasn’t it. 


  “Flower…?” (Hikaru)


  At the side of a big tree, there was a single set of two flowers. Lovely blue and white flowers had bloomed there. 


  And those flowers were releasing a mysterious light. 


  “…Were there flowers like this in the daytime?” (Hikaru)


  I have been pretty careful about my surroundings from the tension of not knowing where a monster might jump out on me, but I don’t remember seeing flowers like this. 


  Are they the type of flowers that don’t stand out during the daytime but bloom at night?


  “A shining flower, huh… If I pluck them, could I sell them later?” (Hikaru)


  I can only imagine a dark future in my livelihood even if I manage to get out of the forest safely. I am almost certain I will be using all of my points in Barrier Stones, I am penniless, and have no weapon.


  When considering that, it would be better to get things that will help me in my livelihood outside of this forest even if a little bit. Maybe I could sell Barrier Stones, but I can’t even begin to imagine how much they would go for. 


  …It might be a luxury to think about these kinds of things in a life or death situation, but nothing to lose in picking up what I can.


  “…So I say, but is it poisonous? I may have the resistance, but I am in a situation where just getting a little bit sick can screw me over, so I have to be careful here.” (Hikaru)


  Fortunately, the soil around the flower is soft, so I managed to dig it out with roots and all using the branches around. 


  Even when I dug it out, the flowers were strangely still releasing light.


  The next instant I fearfully grabbed the flowers…


  [Congratulations! You are the first Chosen to have obtained a super rare material. You will be granted 3 points as a bonus for being first.]


  A voice resonated in my head suddenly. 


  “! That gave me a scare… My heart was close to stopping…” (Hikaru)


  Speaking all of a sudden is bad for my heart. Moreover, in the dead of the night inside a forest. 


  When I open the Status Board, I certainly do have 3 points more. Looks like this flower is a super rare material, and a special bonus was given because of it.


  They didn’t tell us about there being bonuses like this beforehand, so is this something like a hidden mechanic?


  “3 points… Points…?! Not Crystals?!” (Hikaru)


  I didn’t expect I could increase my points like this.


  That’s 90 Crystals. It is massive. 


  Anyways, 3 points will be unbelievably helpful. Those are my livestocks itself.


  Getting 3 unexpected points is good and all, but the details of this flower are unknown. They are going as far as calling it a super rare material, so it must have some sort of effect. It would be nice if it is a good effect, but there’s also the chance it is a bad one (just thinking about it gives me the chills, but maybe like attracting monsters?).


  I decided to use 1 Crystal to cast [Item Appraisal] on it. 


  It is also to test how much information I can get from the item appraisal. This investment is absolutely necessary.


  I choose the Item Appraisal from the Status Board. 1 Crystal used.


  [Mallow Moon Silver Flower: A two flowered plant that only appears in full moon nights deep in a forest. It shines on its own in the darkness, but because it appears in localized purified areas of Spirit Energy, finding one is incredibly difficult. It doesn’t wilt even when taken out from the ground, and it is bought at a high price by superstitious people as the symbol of immortality. It has the effect of stabilizing disarrayed Spirit Energy, and you can concoct medicine for spirit bone connection paralysis with the roots. A super rare material.]


  So a rare plant that can serve as medicine. 


  Not only does it not wilt, there’s no doubt it has quite the high effect. 


  I placed the flowers into the makeshift bag. 


  I have already eaten all the Coral Currant, so I gotta gather some more. 


  Remaining Points: 9.


  Crystals: 11.


  Chapter 016: New Power and Miraculous Scroll


  “Oh! I have new abilities!” (Hikaru)


  Maybe because I am using Dark Spirit Abilities while I move, my Spirit Ability Proficiency is increasing swimmingly. It is going up slower than the time when I was using it inside the Barrier Stone, but it must be getting harder to raise as the Tier goes up.


  


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 66


  ・Transformation of Darkness [Shadow Runner] Proficiency 87


  ・Falsehood of Darkness [Shade Shift] Proficiency 0


  ・Deposition of Darkness [Shadow Bag] Proficiency 0


  Tier 3 Ability 


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Darkness Fog] Proficiency 66


  


  Looks like I can now use Falsehood of Darkness and Deposition of Darkness. 


  “I don’t know what this…Shade Shift means though… Shadow Bag… Bag!” (Hikaru)


  When I tap it, the explanation it showed me was the very definition of Shadow Bag. I can store things in my own shadow. 


  For me who was continuously walking while carrying things in both hands to the point arms were feeling numb, this is like a hand of salvation.


  I open an entrance of darkness inside my own shadow.


  I first tried putting in a random rock I picked up and it got sucked in.


  I can somehow perceive what’s inside the Shadow Bag.


  Looks like I can take out the things inside the shadow when I stick my hand into it. 


  I take out the rock, and then I put the 3 Spirit Stones, the rope, and the flowers into the Shadow Bag.


  The carrying capacity is around 1 boston bag. 


  For me currently, that’s plenty enough.


  “But what’s the Spirit Energy consumption of this…?” (Hikaru)


  When I use too much Spirit Energy and it goes over the limit, I suddenly faint, so I have to be extra careful.


  Shadow Bag must be the type that can be in permanent use. It wouldn’t make sense otherwise. 


  “…Hmm…” (Hikaru)


  It is hard to tell…but I can feel like my Spirit Energy is continuously decreasing by very small amounts…


  I don’t feel that straight sensation of a decreasing amount like Darkness Fog, but it is like every now and then it sucks out a bit…


  “I don’t really get how to perceive Spirit Energy…” (Hikaru)


  It is solely a ‘feeling’.


  Just like how fatigue can’t be quantified, it is hard to quantify the decrease of Spirit Energy.


  I am simply somehow feeling like it has decreased or restored.


  Once I get to a city and ask someone with knowledge about this, I might be able to obtain a different way of telling.


  Anyways, it seems like I will be able to utilize Shadow Bag permanently. 


  “I should try testing Shade Shift too. Even when I read the explanation, I didn’t understand it after all.” (Hikaru)


  This was the explanation.


  [A shadow clone will appear right by your side. It doesn’t have much effect in bright places.]


  It is way too loose of an explanation. Well, I should think about how to use the ability myself, or maybe it is telling me to go to a city and get an explanation there…


  “[Shade Shift]! Ooh…!” (Hikaru)


  With just the description alone, it felt super plain. A clone of myself made out of shadow appeared. 


  I can’t touch it, and it looks like you can only see it, but it should be plenty enough to confuse the enemy. 


  It may be made of shadows, but it is not like it is completely black. It is like a dim version of myself, and feels as if it were a proper physical body.


  It is plain obvious that it is a fake in a bright place, but it might be hard to tell who is the real one in the dark. The quality should increase as the Tier goes up.


  “I have finally gotten something that can be used in battle. They have all been support types until now.” (Hikaru)


  I don’t plan on fighting, but having the means to is relieving. 


  When I get more freedom with my Spirit Energy, I should raise the Proficiency of this one.


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  Thanks to Shadow Bag, I now have both hands free, moreover, now I can throw in stuff that I find in the way, so the journey got a bit more fun.


  I don’t know if it is the trait of this world or if it is because there has been no work done by people here, I could find a good amount of edible-looking things when I looked around.


  Small fat animals, nuts, fruits, and mushrooms were growing wildly here.


  I can’t go using Crystals to appraise each and every thing I find, so I would just collect them and put them inside my shadow. 


  I can eat them when I need to, and I might be able to sell them when I survive.


  I grew a bit lax. 


  Because the levels of my Spirit Abilities were going up smoothly, and I didn’t meet any dangerous creatures.


  There’s still more distance to cover, but I am sure I will manage somehow.


  I got Shadow Bag and still have leeway in my points.


  That’s why I didn’t notice my own condition.


  Exhaustion and lack of sleep.


  I didn’t feel a lack of Spirit Energy, but I didn’t notice the change in my body. 


  ——– “Haah haah.”


  — “Haah haah haah.” 


  “?! Guoh! W-What?! Uwah!!” (Hikaru)


  A big dog had bitten onto my arm.


  A foul animal stench.


  The dirty fangs dug onto my skin, and I could only feel a burning pain.


  Why…when…?


  I can’t understand how this happened.


  Even when I tried to shake off the dog, it was swinging its head with astounding strength in opposition as if trying to tear off my arm.


  “Guh! [Darkness Fog]!” (Hikaru)


  I confirmed there were several other big dogs around…no, wolves, and I immediately cast the ability. 


  The wolf that was biting my arm faltered for a moment there, but it looks like it has no intention of letting go.


  It seems like it worked in keeping the surrounding wolves away. They got away from the range of the Darkness Fog, and were wandering around the outside of the darkness, watching the situation.


  My bitten arm is burning in pain right now. 


  It is a wolf. 


  A wolf as big as a bear that is covered in grey fur. 


  Looks like because I was tired or lacking sleep, I had lost consciousness.


  That’s the only explanation I could come up with. 


  “Let go! You…!” (Hikaru)


  I punch the wolf with my other arm, but it isn’t showing any effect at all.


  The wolf is big and strong, so a punch from me must not even serve as an inconvenience for it. 


  On the contrary, the wolf was calm and was beginning to move in order to drag me out of the darkness.


  “Haah! Haaah! Haaah! Damn it…!” (Hikaru)


  I was starting to lose my calm from being suddenly attacked.


  I have no weapons, no experience, no stamina. 


  If only I had a means to attack with my Dark Spirit Abilities, I would be able to attack at close range. 


  “R-Right! Barrier Stone…!” (Hikaru)


  After being dragged for around 30 meters, I finally remembered this. 


  But that thing that I have been holding in my hand all the time…must have fallen somewhere -my hand was empty. 


  I can’t see it anywhere around either. 


  Even if I did, I am still being steadily dragged here.


  “Guh…! Damn it…!” (Hikaru)


  Even in a situation like this, I opened the Status Board.


  I buy a new Barrier Stone for 1 point, and immediately break it. 


  The next instant, a thin film barrier was deployed with the stone as the central point. 


  “Guooooh…!” 


  The wolf was forcefully repelled to the outside of the barrier. 


  —Together with a big chunk of meat from my arm it was biting. 


  The bone of the upper part of my left arm was visible. No matter how you scratch it, this is in a state that can’t be used now. 


  I have lost all sensation from it for a while now. 


  Cold sweat gushes out from my whole body. 


  If I don’t treat it, it won’t end with just my arm.


  In not that long…I will die.


  Blood was spilling out endlessly, and each second my life was being drained.


  “T-This is bad. Are you serious…? This is really bad…” (Hikaru)


  I have to do something.


  Fast.


  I quickly slide through the item list in the Status Board.


  Blood was gushing out from my arm matching the fast drumming of my heart, and it was dyeing the ground dark red. 


  My vision was narrowing at a blinding rate. 


  “Haah! Haah! Haah!” (Hikaru)


  Drenched in abnormal amounts of sweat and blood, I finally find the item, and I tap it with my trembling finger. 


  [High Healing Scroll – 3 Points]


  I have no time to read the description.


  I finished buying the scroll with points, and it comes out from the Status Board.


  I squeeze the last of my strength to take that in my hand and unseal it. 


  I was unsure about how to use it, but it seems like it is the type that activates the moment it is unsealed, the scroll burns away in a blue flame, and a gentle light enveloped my body. 


  “Oh…Ooh…” (Hikaru)


  My arm, that had been gouged out till the bone, was slowly but surely being restored to how it was before. I was watching this with bated breath. 


  I was nervous wondering if it would heal or not.


  It may be 3 points, but I thought it would be impossible to heal this deep of a wound. That was needless worry though.


  Now that I think about it, this is a healing item in a world where monsters exist. It would be weird for it to not be dramatically useful towards external wounds. 


  In a few minutes, all returned to how it was.


  Not only the pain, I can’t even feel the anemia from the blood loss.


  What a fearsome effect. 


  “Hahahaha…what’s this. If it was this good, maybe a 2 points scroll would have been enough…” (Hikaru)


  When I calm down and confirm the description of the scrolls: the Low Heal for 1 point said healing of cuts; the Mid Heal for 2 points said heal deep cuts; the High Heal for 3 points said healing of losses.


  It is hard to tell if the Mid Heal would have healed this. Half of the meat in my arm was gone and its functions were completely dead. 


  Thinking about the possibility that using 2 points would not have worked, it was the right choice to go for the High Heal.


  “Haah… But…this is bad.” (Hikaru)


  The 3 points that I got from obtaining the shining plant have been burned instantly. Not only is there still a lot of distance left to get out of the forest, there’s those wolves…


  The wolves are still wandering around outside the barrier while smelling the blood on the ground.


  This is the first time I see an actual wolf. They have a big frame unlike that of dogs. 


  They may not have as much of an overwhelming monster impression like that giant monkey, but it is the same in the fact that I am no match against them.


  Moreover, they move in packs, and there’s 8 from where I can see. 


  I have 5 points remaining.


  I ended up using 4 points from the Barrier Stone and the High Heal Scroll.


  “Hahaha… What happens happens.” (Hikaru)


  I still have to walk hundreds of kilometers more. Points are my livestocks. The very representation of my amount of lives. You could say 5 remaining points is a despairing number. 


  “…Let’s sleep.” (Hikaru)


  My body must have learned that using a Barrier Stone is the time to rest my body. I was sleepy most likely because of the backlash of recovering my wounds at a fast rate, or simply because the scroll doesn’t bring back the stamina.


  Whichever the case, I got no choice but to sleep.


  There’s no doubt my lack of sleep was what created this situation after all.


  I set the timer and lie down in place. 


  Praying that the wolves are gone by the time I am up.


  Chapter 017: Wolf Pack and words to my family


  “They are still here…” (Hikaru)


  Even after waking up 7 hours later, the wolves were still wandering around.


  They can’t see me since I am inside the barrier, but by eating a bit of my meat, their palates must have awoken to the taste of a human, or maybe this area is their base to begin with.


  Whatever it is, it looks like I will have to steel myself here. 


  I use 1 Crystal to buy the information of the wolves.


  [Ringpill Wolves: Regular Body – wolves found around the whole continent of Ringpill. They act in packs, and there’s times when they hunt giant sized monstrosities. They feed on small animals, but they can be omnivorous, and can eat things like nuts. Packs are commonly 8-20, but there’s times when it can go all the way to 50. The ones that become a Wondrous Entity will in the end devour their own pack, and after that, be killed by another Monstrosity. In rare cases, it will become an Extermination Predator. The appraisal target is of regular body. Probabilities of a Spirit Stone appearing are: Water 20%, Pure 80%]


  “It showed up with the giant monkey too, but what’s this ‘Monstrosity’ thing…?” (Hikaru)


  It is an explanation assuming you know the unknown terms, so it doesn’t click. Basically, it is a wolf. 


  It doesn’t have a ‘Big Size’ description on it, so that must be the common size. Or more like, there’s creatures like that giant monkey 4 meters in size, so a slightly bigger wolf falls into the ‘normal’ parameters, huh.


  I stand up and confirm my surroundings from within the barrier.


  “…It is not anywhere in sight, huh.” (Hikaru)


  I must retrieve the Barrier Stone I dropped. That’s something I bought for 1 precious point. It should have fallen nearby. 


  There’s still remaining time in the Barrier Stone, so I won’t be going out yet, but I must decide what I should be doing. 


  I used the Barrier Stone at 8:00am.


  I don’t know when I lost consciousness, but I remember walking till dawn. In other words, I fainted early in the morning and was attacked before 8:00am. The wolves were probably searching for breakfast. 


  And right now it is 3:00pm. 


  The effective time of the Barrier Stone is 12 hours, so I can stay like this till 8:00pm.


  “Will I be able to slip away at night…?” (Hikaru)


  I find it hard to believe that the wolves will be sleeping at daytime like I do. There’s no way they can act for 24 hours straight, so they should return to their nest once the sun goes down.


  At the time when I was attacked, the wolves didn’t enter my Darkness Fog, so it will work out somehow… It should.


  That hint must still be effective. 


  I trained my Dark Spirit Abilities as much as time allows.


  I am scared of that Great Dark Spirit showing up from using Darkness Fog inside the barrier, so I prioritize Shadow Runner which doesn’t concentrate darkness that much.


  Sunset came in the time I was doing that, and the wolves ran off somewhere as expected.


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  8:00pm.


  I was searching all around for about 1 hour after the barrier vanished, and managed to find the Barrier Stone I dropped, so I once again covered myself in darkness and began walking. 


  There really must be few nocturnal creatures here, I managed to walk without much issues. 


  I would find coral currants growing en masse every so hours of walking, so I had no problems with food.


  If I had the ability, I could have hunted animals like big squirrels and birds, but I am currently incapable of that. But well, no luxury allowed here.


  I have had a constant stream of 6 hundred million viewers every day since a while ago.


  It is a hard to believe number. Is that even possible? 


  I am simply walking in the darkness the whole time. I may have met monsters, but only monkeys and wolves. Moreover, it is not like I am fighting them. I just stayed cooped up in the barrier. 


  I can’t think of my actions as something that would bring 6 hundred million eyes. 


  The only possibilities I can think of are that they are cheering for the Chosen that suddenly appeared and are watching in amusement at how I am on the verge of death, or maybe they are cheering for me who is desperately trying to survive.


  How are the other Chosen doing? There’s way too little information a Chosen can get. 


  I got the [Reached 2,000,000,000 Total Viewers]. 


  There’s 1,000 Chosen. There’s a limit to how many one can watch.


  In other words, no matter how I slice it, I am up there…as one of the people who is being watched the most.


  “There must be people watching their screens even now…” (Hikaru)


  Having 6 hundred million people watching me still doesn’t feel real right now.


  No, that’s obvious.


  I was so desperate in trying to survive that my mind didn’t have much leeway to.


  But now that I am walking in the night like this, I end up thinking about it.


  “Wonder…how everyone is doing…” (Hikaru)


  I think about my parents and my two sisters. 


  Are they watching me right now with their hearts racing?


  I am technically alive because of this transfer. 


  I simply didn’t die, it is not like I have been disowned by my parents… It is pointless now, but…as someone who couldn’t even manage to get a ‘I will be leaving now’, my only way to tell my parents that I have graduated from them is by not dying.


  It is a night with bright moonlight. 


  It isn’t a complete full moon, but it  was still illuminating the night forest gently. 


  I found a slightly bright place and stopped there.


  I don’t know how it is being broadcasted.


  I don’t see anything resembling a camera around.


  Maybe it is far above in the sky.


  That’s why I don’t know if what I say is going to reach.


  But I wanted to tell them.


  “…Father, Mother, Celica, Karen; Even I…don’t know how things have ended up this way, but I am somehow…staying alive. My coming here was pretty much an accident, so…I don’t know if I can go back, but if possible, I would like to survive this and go back.” (Hikaru)


  I was feeling flustered at this unknown experience of directing a message at empty air.


  Me being killed together with Nanami, the culprit; there should be a lot I want to tell them about, but I don’t know how to transmit it to them in a one-way message. 


  “Nanami should have come here, so I will search for her, and once we have reunited…I don’t know what to do after that, but I think I will be able to manage somehow, so please don’t worry. Right now it seems like it will be taking me time to get out of this forest, but it is okay. I still have Points, and it seems like there’s not that much danger when moving at night.” (Hikaru)


  I was acting tough here.


  Thinking about the fact that my sisters are watching, I couldn’t spit out any weak words. 


  I actually want to cry here. 


  Speaking to my family…just that reality alone was stimulating the weakest parts of my heart.


  I don’t know about Nanami either.


  There’s the chance that she died and that’s it.


  Uncle and auntie might have been killed by that man too. 


  I don’t know about the other Chosen either. 


  Maybe they have all died and now I am the only one left to watch.


  I don’t know anything about this world either. 


  It might be a world of death with only ruined cities. 


  I was in the forest, all alone in a parallel world, assaulted by a myriad of insecurities.


  That may be why…


  I didn’t even think about the guy that killed me and Nanami.


  I don’t know anything. No means to.


  What I can do right now is to send a one-way message to my family. 


  “This message as well…I don’t even know at all if it is reaching them… I don’t know why everyone is watching me… But there’s a lot of viewers, so I get Crystals, and honestly…it is helping me out. Thanks…… Thank you very much.” (Hikaru)


  I didn’t even understand what I myself am saying.


  I am what you would call an introvert. I am not good at talking with many people.


  Speaking out my opinion, or speaking about myself. 


  Tears welling up in my eyes, I suddenly use [Darkness Fog] and hide in the dark.


  I am not alone.


  By believing this, I could feel the will to live…to fight on.


  Chapter 018: Skill Enquiry and Translation Bulletin Board [Integrated – B] 1897th


  –1: Anonymous from Earth


  What we know until now. 


  ・You can modify your age. 


  ・Special Powers require an abnormal amount of points (details unknown).


  ・Skills are mostly physical and magic buffs related. 


  ・The items that you can buy with points are mostly composed of things that have high performance.


  ・3 point potions can even restore lost parts of your body. 


  ・The transfer location is set as completely random by default. It apparently takes as much as 30p to choose a safe place, so Chosen who chose Random appeared one after the other, and most of them have already died. 


  ・The items in the Beginner Pack are worth 15 points total.


  ・The Disadvantageous Factors increase your points greatly. The details are unknown but it seems like the Chosen who brought children and pets chose a disadvantageous factor.


  The details will be linked to a different side. (Link)


  –2: Anonymous from Earth


  A Japanese Chosen was explaining a lot of things in a flip board, so it helped out a lot.


  Now, if only the translations progressed, we would be able to understand most of it. 


  –3: Anonymous from Earth


  The Chosen that didn’t take isekai language became super silent after all.


  If only they explained the situation of when they were transferred, we wouldn’t be struggling here.


  –4: Anonymous from Earth


  They are not talking at all after all.


  On top of that, they made a self-sufficient start and got dragged away by the authorities. 


  They might have been someone that was ill-suited for society. 


  –5: Anonymous from Earth


  The automatic translation being applied to writing as well is a big trap.


  Moreover, the people themselves think they are writing in their own language. 


  But well, thanks to them explaining with a flip board, we managed to finish the translation for numbers pretty quick though.


  –6: Anonymous from Earth


  Oi, they apparently released an alpha translation software! (Link)


  –7: Anonymous from Earth


  Aren’t they way too fast?!


  –8: Anonymous from Earth


  If I remember correctly, there’s a variety of isekai languages though.


  –9: Anonymous from Earth


  According to the press conference, the project had begun the very next day God appeared.


  –10: Anonymous from Earth


  The next day, you say…


  Projects can begin moving that soon…?


  –11: Anonymous from Earth


  It was announced.


  An acquaintance of mine participated. 


  2 japanese wizzes took command and completed it in an instant. 


  –12: Anonymous from Earth


  What’s that? Japanese wizards? 


  Does that country have magic users? 


  –13: Anonymous from Earth


  Must mean they are super skilled programmers.


  But does that translate to translation programs? 


  –14: Anonymous from Earth


  Aah, it is only for the Ringpill Continent language. 


  –15: Anonymous from Earth


  Stop that lame naming…


  –16: Anonymous from Earth


  Then what? Isekai Language A?


  –17: Anonymous from Earth


  The announcement web will be doing it apparently. 


  –18: Anonymous from Earth


  Specify.


  –19: Anonymous from Earth


  In 2 hours, huh.


  ……


  ……Omitted. <TLN: This is a sort of timeskip in the bulletin board.>


  ……


  –207: Anonymous from Earth


  The announcement had translations so it was easy to understand.


  –208: Anonymous from Earth


  The enterprises that invested here must have won big. 


  –209: Anonymous from Earth


  The benefits of being the first ones is unmeasurable after all. 


  There’s Divine Punishment, so it would be dangerous to use a pirated version.


  –210: Anonymous from Earth


  They said ‘Thanks to the ones who contributed greatly in the development of this, Celica ＆ Karen’. Are those the japanese wizards that are at the top?


  –211: Anonymous from Earth


  Celica ＆ Karen? Is that a company team? 


  I haven’t heard of them before.


  –212: Anonymous from Earth


  Aren’t those the same names as the sisters of that one boy? 


  –213: Anonymous from Earth


  Hoeeeh~. So these days you can even use AI for translations.


  –214: Anonymous from Earth


  But it looks like it is still incomplete. Seems like it will take quite a bit of time before it can do perfect translations. 


  –215: Anonymous from Earth


  Obviously. It has only been around 1 week since the transfer happened, you know? There’s an overwhelming lack of word samples, and if local dialects get mixed in, it could get chaotic.


  –216: Anonymous from Earth


  If you think about this, not as translating ancient language, but a project where the whole world is translating, I can somehow understand the speed here.


  –217: Anonymous from Earth


  Ancient language translations do give the image that only a few are translating after all.


  –218: Anonymous from Earth


  They said the languages unexpectedly resembled those of Earth, so it wasn’t that difficult, but what was even the criteria here for measure…


  –219: Anonymous from Earth


  Ancient language is deciphered from limited writing information, so it can’t be compared to this. 


  –220: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s true.


  –221: Anonymous from Earth


  Why did they begin the translation from Ringpill Language first? There’s not that many Chosen there.


  –222: Anonymous from Earth


  I don’t know, but isn’t it because there’s a lot of narrators? The Ringpill Continent and the big island below it are within the sphere of the Ringpill Language after all.


  –223: Anonymous from Earth


  Also, it must also be because the japanese youtuber, Ikakin, is in the Ringpill region. Who knows how much the translation benefited from his flip boards.


  –224: Anonymous from Earth


  The translation has a fee, huh. Of course there’s a fee.


  –225: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s a number of sample translations, but the monologue of that one boy was chosen.


  –226: Anonymous from Earth


  Seriously? The japanese side is rioting on the level of a revolt, so maybe it is to calm them down?


  –227: Anonymous from Earth


  I feel like this will be adding fuel to the fire instead though.


  –228: Anonymous from Earth


  A normal message to his family. It wasn’t anything special.


  –229: Anonymous from Earth


  What about his girlfriend?


  –230: Anonymous from Earth


  He didn’t touch on that topic. No matter how you look at it, there’s no way he is the culprit. 


  Are the japanese crazy, or are they making noise despite knowing this? 


  –231: Anonymous from Earth


  It seems there’s no known culprit yet. 


  But it seems the innocent until proven guilty principle doesn’t apply on japanese.


  –232: Anonymous from Earth


  Isn’t there an inciter for that uproar? I am rooting for that boy.


  –233: Anonymous from Earth


  Aren’t they having fun making noise?


  –234: Anonymous from Earth


  I am japanese, but the journalism in this is terrible. 


  They are broadcasting it like crazy with him completely as the perpetrator as if for amusement. 


  –235: Anonymous from Earth


  The childhood friend died and he got transferred to the parallel world. That’s apparently all they need to know. 


  The rights of the Chosen being passed or not is a trifle matter to them; they are going first by ‘he is the culprit’, and they say the problem here is that he has escaped the hands of the authorities.


  They are going all ‘if the laws can’t punish him, we will’.


  It is hopeless.


  –236: Anonymous from Earth


  We are beginning to derail here. Let’s talk Skills.


  I heard the details about the Disadvantageous Factors with the translation samples, but is it really accurate? 


  –237: Anonymous from Earth


  ‘One that shall be loved’, huh. God is damn crafty. 


  –238: Anonymous from Earth


  No, the memory loss one is worse. 


  There was one Chosen that was acting as if they had no memories, but could it be…?


  –239: Anonymous from Earth


  The german one, right? 


  Must have…


  –240: Anonymous from Earth


  ‘One that shall be loved’ is dangerous.


  You get your love quantified by God, you know.


  Wait, I will copy+paste it.


  [You can bring the one you want to protect the most to the parallel world. A boy or girl below 12 or an animal. You can’t strengthen the one you must protect with points. Only the isekai language will be applied. The added points will be calculated from how weak the protected one is and the love of the Chosen towards that target.]


  –241: Anonymous from Earth


  Shit.


  –242: Anonymous from Earth


  God is a being that overflows with agape. 


  Quantifying love in points is a bit…


  –243: Anonymous from Earth


  I don’t care if it is God, the Devil, or an alien. 


  –244: Anonymous from Earth


  Of course, I do think that there’s Chosen who would want to bring their children.


  But…


  –245: Anonymous from Earth


  I see…but turning love into points…


  That guy really must be the Devil.


  –246: Anonymous from Earth


  I can’t even tell if that’s mercy or what.


  –247: Anonymous from Earth


  In the end, religious Gods are creations of humans after all.


  More importantly, what are the other Disadvantageous Factors?


  –248: Anonymous from Earth


  ・No affinity for Spirit Ability – +30 Points.


  ・Memory Loss – +50 Points.


  ・Heavy Eater – +10 Points.


  –249: Anonymous from Earth


  Ooh…I have an inkling of a Chosen who took Heavy Eater.


  –250: Anonymous from Earth


  No doubt it is Max.


  –251: Anonymous from Earth


  If Memory Loss takes away all your memories, then that’s basically suicide.


  –252: Anonymous from Earth


  But to think the isekai language would be deciphered this soon. It is godlike.


  –253: Anonymous from Earth


  It is only the Ringpill Language though.


  Well, the other languages will be a matter of time with this pace.


  –254: Anonymous from Earth


  So you could even choose to not have any affinity for Spirit Ability, huh.


  You get the rare chance to go to an isekai, and yet, not being able to use magic? There’s no stalwart Chosen that would choose this. 


  –255: Anonymous from Earth


  No, there’s actually one person that comes to mind…


  –256: Anonymous from Earth


  I have also seen a power type girl that has absolutely no interest in magic…


  –257: Anonymous from Earth


  Alright alright, talk about Jeanne-chan is also off-topic. 


  –258: Anonymous from Earth


  What about the special skills?


  –259: Anonymous from Earth


  The translations for that still haven’t progressed. 


  There’s no knowing if it is because it will take more time, or the information is being purposely hidden though.


  –260: Anonymous from Earth


  Apparently the Celica ＆Karen of before are really the sisters of Hikaru.


  –261: Anonymous from Earth


  Huh? You kidding, right?


  No matter how you look at Hikaru, he seems to be in his low teens. 


  No, he might have tweaked his age?


  –262: Anonymous from Earth


  They are apparently 12 years old twin sisters.


  –263: Anonymous from Earth


  What the… They are children.


  –264: Anonymous from Earth


  It seems they are going to be experiencing youtube because of their older brother. 


  The social media of Japan is going crazy. 


  –265: Anonymous from Earth


  The Celica ＆ Karen that did the isekai language translation and these ones must be different people, right? 


  They simply share the same name. 


  I won’t be fooled.


  –266: Anonymous from Earth


  Just google it your damn self. 


  This ain’t something to be talking about here.


  –267: Anonymous from Earth


  Well, anyways, let’s just watch.


  I am a fan of Hikaru.


  Chapter 019: Sprint and Last Day


  I can walk without any problems at night. 


  Thinking about the remaining distance, I would need at least 8 days to get out of the forest. 


  And I have 5 points remaining.


  “I had 9 points, so would I have been able to get out of here in a safer manner if I had done the cycle of using a Barrier Stone in the day and walking at night…?” (Hikaru)


  In the end, I couldn’t make calm decisions.


  Barrier Stones work for 12 hours, so if I were to break them in the morning, they would be useful till evening.


  “No point in worrying about that.” (Hikaru)


  It has already passed.


  I have managed to not use too many Crystals, and yet, they aren’t accumulating much, and I don’t feel like it will reach 30 for that 1 point in the time I am in this forest. 


  Then, I should use my Crystals to aim for escape here.


  It is currently 6:00pm.


  Yesterday I walked all night and broke a Barrier Stone in the morning.


  It is beginning to get dark already.


  Time to move. 


  I pick the items that I can exchange with Crystals and can realistically use. 


  [Physical Strength Recovery Potion 3 Crystals.] 


  [Stamina Potion 3 Crystals].


  These are the ones.


  The Physical Strength Recovery Potion is apparently medicine that blows away fatigue. Must be like a stimulant. Don’t think it will have any side-effects to the body, I hope…


  The Stamina Potion apparently increases endurance. Like an energy drink? It is 3 Crystals, so the effect should be high.


  These two are honestly useful.


  Crystals can also be exchanged for food and other small things that are important, yeah, but I decided to mainly focus on these two.


  I currently have 14 Crystals. 


  For now, I buy a Stamina Potion.


  What came out of the screen when I tapped it was a ceramic cup with orange colored juice inside.


  “It is the type that you have to drink right away.” (Hikaru)


  Looks like they don’t give it to you in a way that can allow you to store it for later. 


  Well, you can put it in another container, but in situations like mine, that wouldn’t be an option.


  When I tried drinking it, it tasted like orange juice. It might have been tailored for Earthling taste. I am just happy it is a taste I can enjoy. 


  I don’t feel like my endurance has increased, but I will trust it does.


  I undo the barrier and chant [Darkness Fog].


  I conceal myself in the darkness and run.


  I say that, but it is more like jogging. 


  I am not the athletic type to begin with, so I am more scared about running in a bad way and ending up injured from that. 


  Even so, this will reduce the distance faster than just walking.


  “I definitely will live out of this. I am getting out of this forest.” (Hikaru)


  I use the darkness and jog through the night. 


  Remaining distance to get out of the forest: 280km.


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  It is going well. 


  I continued running solely at night for 4 days. 


  The stamina potions and physical strength recovery potions were properly doing their work.


  I drank stamina potions, ran till my very limit, then drank physical strength recovery potions to run once again till my very limit. 


  I now managed to go 50km in one day. 


  I was thinking about running in the daytime too, but that’s no good.


  I don’t know where monsters will show up. Monsters go away once I use a Barrier Stone, but walking at times other than night has quite a lot of dangers, so it was impossible. 


  Wolves weren’t the only monsters, there were also small versions of those giant burning monkeys, and also strangely aggressive deers. 


  The forest was filled with death as if the low amount of monsters in the territory of the giant monkey was a lie. 


  Now that I look closely, there’s bones of animals here and there, and because of this, there were a lot of nuts and fruits growing around.


  Life and death.


  What a strange forest.


  Or maybe this is what an isekai looks like.


  And then, I broke the last stone with my last point, and when that was over, I did my last spurt run in this forest.


  My Points and Crystals are 0.


  With this, if I don’t manage to get out of this forest, I don’t know what will happen. 


  “Haaaah…! Haaaah…! 80km remaining…! Damn it!” (Hikaru)


  The strange thing about this forest is that the closer you are to the exit, the more lush and densely it begins to grow. 


  The openings between the trees began to narrow, and the branches growing out were making it unbelievably difficult to run.


  I rarely get attacked by monsters in this deep darkness.


  There’s almost no nocturnal animal that attacks humans in this forest.


  There are times when a feline beast would look at me with shining eyes as if it was going to attack me, but I managed to get away from it with Darkness Fog a 100% of the times.


  I was close to invincible inside the darkness.


  That’s why I wanted to get away from here while it was night.


  I wanted to, and yet…


  “It is beginning to get bright…! This is bad… Damn it…!” (Hikaru)


  The morning sun was peeking its face all carefreely, and the forest was beginning to change color.


  I open the map and see there’s 42km remaining. 


  There’s still 1 full marathon left. 


  It is a despairing distance. 


  I ran all night, so of course I am tired.


  But it is already impossible to sleep.


  I have to do this. 


  I have over 1 billion daily viewers now. 


  They must know I used up all my points. 


  Are they cheering for me? 


  Or are they looking forward to seeing me die pathetically?


  There’s 1 billion different opinions for those 1 billion people.


  I was given 3 Crystals for going over 1 billion viewers.


  I immediately buy a physical strength recovery potion and drink it. 


  What I have left is my Dark Spirit Abilities that have no offensive power, and my meager body. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I try to run to the darker places there are inside this forest.


  I have come this far.


  I don’t want to die.


  For the sake of Nanami.


  For the sake of my family.


  …And for the sake of the viewers that are watching me.


  But as if throwing a cold bucket of reality on me…the howling of wolves resonate around me… 


  Chapter 020: A sliver of hope and Affection of Spirits


  “Damn it…! I won’t let myself be eaten!” (Hikaru)


  I was found by a pack of wolves.


  I used Darkness Fog successively so that it doesn’t run out, and would sometimes use Shadow Runner to distract them, and run again.


  “It would be one thing if it were just one enemy, but…!” (Hikaru)


  I don’t know if these guys are the same pack as the ones I met the first time or not, but what I can tell is that they are big, fast, and strong.


  There’s around 15.


  I have no leeway to properly count them.


  The only thing I can tell for sure is that it is not a number that I can run away from.


  “[Darkness Fog]…!” (Hikaru)


  I am feeling my Spirit Energy running out. 


  My whole body was beginning to get feverish, and my body was telling me any more uses will be dangerous.


  The wolves aren’t so rash to just lunge into the darkness, so while the Darkness Fog is present, they are simply looking from afar.


  But they are maintaining a distance not too close but not too far. 


  Darkness Fog had once again imcreased over 100, and had gone all the way to Tier 4.


  The darkness is dense and the effective range is big. There’s also around 4 minutes of effective time. 


  But it is only 4 minutes each time.


  “[Darkness Fog]…!” (Hikaru)


  I am showing myself in that momentary end of the spell.


  And they are shrewdly trying to attack me at those small intervals.


  If it had been at night, I wouldn’t need to use them consecutively as much.


  Also, I didn’t use Shadow Runner much at those times, so I had leeway in my Spirit Energy.


  …No, that’s not it. 


  Night is darkness.


  There’s a clear difference in how much cost there is in Spirit Ability between times of the day.


  Making darkness appear at night and making darkness appear in a morning with good weather has a burden difference of several times… That’s how I feel.


  I don’t have the leeway to confirm my map, but I most likely still have 30km left. 


  No, 30km is the distance before reaching the closest fortress. 


  In that case, getting out of the forest is 20km or 10km.


  I can’t tell with that much detail using a world map. 


  “[Darkness………Fog…….]!” (Hikaru)


  A dark fog that cuts away the light.


  A pitch black darkness so deep it feels like it was tangible was making it hard for even the wolves running around restlessly to approach.


  But I am close to my limit.


  When I open my Status Board to confirm, I see that I had obtained 3 Crystals.


  The log that was at the corner of my eyes had written [Reached 5,000,000,000 Total Viewers].


  I exchange them for a spirit energy recovery potion, and drink it all up.


  That feverish feeling from my body is receding.


  “Alright…! With this…!” (Hikaru)


  I run.


  In the direction that leads me out of this forest.


  A straight line.


  Fortunately, the forest had changed once again into a state that’s slightly easier to run in.


  There might have been the work of people here.


  “[Darkness Fog]…!” (Hikaru)


  I don’t know for how long I ran after that.


  I was already drained to my limit a long time ago.


  My clothes were tattered to a pitiful state from top to bottom because of the branches, and my whole body was covered in blood from cuts. 


  Even so, I am still alive.


  Adrenaline was pumping to my brain to a point that I didn’t care about the pain, and was simply struggling with my everything for the sake of the future.


  In normal circumstances it would have been impossible for me to run this much.


  My hidden human power must have come out with my life on the line here. 


  …But I am already at my limit. 


  The forest still continued on.


  …No, that’s not it.


  I can see light.


  I could faintly see a plain stretching out at the very ends of the forest.


  Just a bit. Just a bit more.


  …No, it is the same. Even if I get out of the forest, that doesn’t mean I am instantly in a safe zone.


  It might turn into an even more dangerous situation because it is an open space. 


  The wolves are not giving up on me.


  Several tens of wolves were approaching me with drool on their mouths.


  I can’t move a single step more.


  Once this last darkness fog is cleared up, I won’t be able to do anything.


  “…Ha…haha, I am dealing with wolves, so maybe I should have climbed a tree somewhere.” (Hikaru)


  I think about that at this late point in time, and I could feel a laugh coming out from me. 


  Of course, I don’t have the energy to climb a tree anymore.


  I am exhausted and my Spirit Energy is empty too.


  My body is burning as if I was being grilled by flames here.


  I was assaulted by a fever that made me feel as if I wasn’t myself anymore.


  It is a miracle that I haven’t lost consciousness.


  My belongings that were stored in the Shadow Bag came out from my shadow. I finally couldn’t maintain the ability because of my Spirit Energy running out. 


  The 3 Spirit Stones, the shining flowers, the rope, the shirt sleeves, the empty ceramic cups that contained the potions before. 


  I see. When my Spirit Energy runs out, the things stored in my shadow will get scattered out, huh. I was being weird here, thinking about this all calmly.


  “…I will…die?” (Hikaru)


  Once this darkness clears up, my life will end. 


  Will my father and mother see this too?


  Will both of my sisters see it?


  Are they going to cry at that sight?


  Will Nanami be living all alone in this world where she knows no one?


  Even though I didn’t even imagine myself dying until now…


  Will I be dying in this unpopulated forest?


  Darkness Fog is still active.


  The wolves at the other side of the darkness were looking over here while drooling, waiting impatiently for the moment when the darkness clears up.


  “No.. I don’t want to die… I must not die…!” (Hikaru)


  Those were my feelings that welled from the very depths of my soul.


  If not for this situation where I am truly neck to neck with my own death, it would be an emotion that I wouldn’t have ever known in my life. 


  It doesn’t have anything to do with this being a parallel world.


  I just don’t want to die.


  A primeval desire. An instinct.


  The wolves must be perceiving that the end is near, they were surrounding me and closing my chances of slipping away. 


  The darkness is going to clear up soon.


  Hoping it will serve me as a weapon of sorts, I take in my hand the Spirit Stone of the Giant Monkey I obtained.


  Drowning people grab onto even straws -and for me, that was the Spirit Stones that were scattered in front of me. 


  The Spirit Stone is big and hard. You could say it is the best weapon I can have in my hand right now. If I can jam it into the mouth of a wolf, I might be able to defeat at least one.


  It might not have much meaning, but I want to at least give them a piece of my mind too. 


  As for any other thing that might serve as a weapon, it would be the Points and Crystals. There are times when they suddenly come in because of a special occasion. That’s currently what would increase my chances of survival the most. 


  I opened the Status Board.


  “1 Crystal!” (Hikaru)


  When I looked at the log, it said [Top of the Daily Viewers].


  I have obtained this 2 times before. 


  I must be gathering a whole lot more attention now that I am finally in a dangerous situation. 


  But 1 Crystal won’t be saving me from this situation.


  I use Item Appraisal on the Giant Monkey’s Spirit Stone while in pain.


  This is the only thing in my hands that has the chance of overturning this situation.


  …Or maybe, I instinctively felt this. 


  The power of this stone, and…its potential.


  [Spirit Stone: Chaotic – This chaotic spirit crystallization is something that rarely shows up when collecting or killing a monster. Chaotic means that it couldn’t obtain the pure elements of the Spirits and is mixed. It has all elements mixed in it, and it is called a Demonic Stone. The drop rate of this is 100% from a Demon Lord. It is rare for normal monsters and monstrosities to drop this, and they are valuable. The big sized ones are traded at high prices as spirit energy sources for magic tools. The appraisal target is one that was dropped from a Wondrous Entity Flame Orangutan. LL size. Rare Material].


  Stuff like Monstrosity and Demon Lord; there were many words that I didn’t know, but there’s one thing that bothered me. 


  “Source of Spirit Energy? There’s Spirit Energy in this…?” (Hikaru)


  Darkness Fog was beginning to run out. 


  The dark fog was slowly dispersing. 


  I don’t have the time to think.


  “Please…!” (Hikaru)


  I raised the Spirit Stone high up with both hands and held it tightly. 


  I don’t know at what I am praying to, but I have been using Spirit Abilities this whole time, and I had the certain feeling that Spirits are alive. 


  I am the one using the abilities, but I have borrowed the strength of a whole ton of Spirits to create this darkness.


  If a Spirit Stone is a crystallization of Spirits…


  “Please give me power…the power to survive…!” (Hikaru)


  —Ufufu. Ahaha.


  —Kyakkya.


  I heard voices from somewhere.


  They felt similar to that Great Dark Spirit, but the voices felt more innocent, more pure…


  The next instant…


  I felt the temperature in my body dropping. 


  The Spirit Stone must have heard my wish. It began to grow hot as if the heat in my body was transferred to it. 


  And then, it began pulsing as if the stone was alive. 


  Spirit Energy was returning to my body. No, my body was brimming with energy as if it were being provided from somewhere.


  But the energy that had finally returned to my body was for some reason being poured into the stone just like that. 


  “W-What’s happening…? Spirit Energy is…” (Hikaru)


  Not only the Darkness Fog, I am not in a state where I can use any other Spirit Abilities.


  It was as if I was in the middle of activating an ability.


  Spirit Energy began to overflow with light. 


  The light began to shine in different colours, and the remaining darkness fog was cleared up from this. 


  The radiance inside the stone as if it had stars inlaid in it became light, and felt like it was turning and mixing.


  The wolves were hesitating from attacking in the face of this unknown phenomenon.


  The colorful lights continued overflowing from the stone.


  The stone grew hotter and hotter together with the mysterious pulsing. 


  As if…it were alive.


  “Hot! W-What…?” (Hikaru)


  I thought I would be able to get Spirit Energy. I did indeed get Spirit Energy. 


  But what’s happening right now is out of my imagination.


  I couldn’t endure the scalding hot Spirit Stone and ended up letting go of it. 


  The stone rolled on the ground, the overflowing light gathered, and then it began to swell thickly. Complex colors. 


  It slowly turned red, redder, taking form…


  “Grooaah!!” 


  One wolf lunged at that…something that was born from the Spirit Stone.


  The next instant…


  *Pang!*


  That wolf was knocked onto the trunk of a tree several meters away. 


  “You gotta be kidding me…” (Hikaru)


  The light that overflowed from the Spirit Stone had converged into red, a deep red, becoming bones, meat, blood, and…a gigantic body had been brought about. 


  It was as if life had been played in reverse.


  The Flame Orangutan that had been torn to pieces by the Great Dark Spirit had fire on its back, and was standing in front of me as if protecting me. 


  “Gugyaaaaa!” 


  The roar of the giant monkey made the wolves cower in fear for a moment there.


  A difference in class on a fundamental level.


  Size, power, and probably even spirit energy were like heaven and earth between the wolves and the giant monkey. 


  Wolves are without doubt creatures that can feel this even in this parallel world. 


  After that, it was one-sided.


  Each movement of the giant monkey would bring the demise of 2 to 3 wolves.


  One would get crushed by the swung down arm that was as big as the trunk of a tree, and another would die from the fire breath.


  Complete domination.


  The attacks of the wolves that only consist of biting and claws doesn’t seem to even tickle the giant monkey. 


  I can’t even tell if that giant monkey is my ally. 


  My Spirit Energy is mostly drained.


  It had recovered completely for a moment, but almost all of it was sucked away by the Spirit Stone.


  Did that stone grant my wish?


  Was it a power that was originally in Spirit Stones, or something else? 


  The answer came from a strange place. 


  [Congratulations! You are the first Chosen to be enlightened with the ‘Sealed 8th Spirit Ability’. As a bonus for being first, you have been awarded 3 Points].


  “Sealed…what…?” (Hikaru)


  In the time I was taken aback by this, the fight ended. 


  There was already no one moving in the surroundings.


  The giant monkey had dominated the wolves, and was standing right in front of me as if waiting for orders. 


  It is strange how I am not scared.


  When I look closely, it wasn’t completely recreated, and there were places here and there that were missing meat, and there were parts where I could see bone.


  …Like a zombie.


  I opened my Status Board.


  ————————-


  [Dark Spirit Ability]


  Tier 1 Ability


  ・Falsehood of Darkness [Shade Shift] Proficiency 11


  ・Casket of Darkness [Shadow Bind] Proficiency 0


  ・Call of Darkness [Summon: Night Bug] Proficiency 0


  Tier 2 Ability 


  ・View of Darkness [Dark Vision] Proficiency 9


  ・Transformation of Darkness [Shadow Runner] Proficiency 21


  ・Deposition of Darkness [Shadow Bag] Proficiency 6


  Tier 4 Ability 


  ・Revelation of Darkness [Darkness Fog] Proficiency 1


  Special Technique


  ・Return of Darkness [Create: Undead] Proficiency 1


  ———-


  “Create…Undead…” (Hikaru)


  A new Spirit Ability had appeared.


  Looks like it is an ability that creates undead…in other words, zombies.


  Does that mean the result of my wish being sent into the Spirit Stone was the awakening of that ability?


  I tap the window and check the description.


  [A special technique that each element has. For the Dark Spirit Ability, it is creating undead. The required items for use are a Dark Spirit Stone or a Chaotic Spirit Stone. The created undead will take the form of the previous life of that stone. It is a method that can even recreate Monstrosity and Demon Lord undeads, but the required Spirit Energy is high; caution is required when used. Increasing the Proficiency will shorten the recreation time and increase the retention time. No changes in Tier. The used Spirit Stone will be consumed].


  I look at the giant monkey in front of me. 


  It looks almost identical to when it was alive.


  Its fighting power was high enough to wipe out that many wolves in an instant. It is most likely almost the same as when it was alive.


  In that case, this ability is massive… No, way too big of a power. 


  There’s the limitation of needing an item for use though…


  My Spirit Energy has recovered a bit. 


  —Kyakkya.


  —Ahahaha.


  The voices grow further away. 


  These voices are most likely the voices of the Spirits. 


  They are not Spirits with form like the Great Dark Spirit. They are small Spirits that are present everywhere in this world.


  “…Thank you.” (Hikaru)


  I mutter this to empty air. 


  Create Undead has a time limit. It is not like the danger is completely gone. I must hurry. 


  “Giant monkey, can you take out the Spirit Stones from the wolves?” (Hikaru)


  “Gyawu.” 


  The giant monkey performs my order obediently.


  “Ugh…that’s gory.” (Hikaru)


  The giant monkey takes out the Spirits Stones from the wolves’ corpses as if it were squeezing them out. 


  It is skilled as expected of a monkey, but I am even pitying them here. 


  They were targeting my life that much, but it is not like there’s any fault to them. If there’s easy prey, aim for it. That’s basically the law of nature.


  The Spirit Stones were mostly transparent like those of the children monkeys, and there was only one shining blue. 


  I see, the Chaotic Stones that have stars scattered are pretty rare. 


  After the stones, I had it get any edible fruits. 


  I felt that Create Undead was going to run out soon.


  Once it finished gathering the fruits, the giant monkey let out a cry and disappeared in light particles. 


  I put the fruits and the wolves Spirit Stone in the Shadow Bag and begin walking. 


  Without forgetting to use 1 Point for a new Barrier Stone. 


  …Dragging my exhausted body to the light at the end of this accursed forest.


  Chapter 021: Crossing Nature and The Truth


  “Outside… The outside…” (Hikaru)


  I am saved.


  I survived and got out of the forest. 


  According to the map, there’s still 15km before I reach the closest place with people. 


  The name of the location is already not Eastern Demonic Lands. It is now the north plains of the Rafeed Ward in the Ringpill Continent. 


  I walked unsteadily just like that, and went up a slightly elevated hill.


  When I looked back, the way too vast forest that I was walking in until now…no, mostly ran my way out of, spread before my eyes. 


  “I got out… I survived…” (Hikaru)


  Tears naturally came out from me. 


  It still isn’t over yet. My life in this parallel world is just beginning. That’s all there is to it. 


  But I managed to live. 


  I can begin.


  It starts from here. 


  [Pin Pon Pan! It is time to announce the rankings for the total viewers of the Chosen!].


  A voice suddenly resonated in my head.


  The same voice as the time when I obtained that shining flower and when I learned Create Undead. 


  Total Viewers Ranking… There was such a thing?


  [Congratulations, Chosen Number 1,000, Kurose Hikaru, you shone as the number 1 in the 1st Total Viewers Ranking! As a prize for winning, you have been awarded 3 Points!].


  Even if I am told I am number 1, I could only think ‘figures’.


  I did an adventure of life or death for 10 days.


  I don’t know what the other Chosen are doing, but I am certain that I was having the roughest of times.


  [And! From here on, you can get messages from the viewers on Earth! A mailbox has been added to the Status Board, so please confirm it.]


  I thought I would have an astounding amount of messages since there’s a billion viewers, but it looks like God is choosing the ones with ‘strong emotions’, so it seems like it doesn’t end up being that many. 


  If used correctly, I could learn about the state of things over on Earth. 


  When I opened the Status Board, I certainly did get 3 Points.


  If only this had come a bit faster… I did think that, but I am still alive here.


  I see a fortress-like thing far off in the horizon.


  There was nothing resembling monsters, and the wind felt good.


  “Hm…? Mail is…wait, eeeh?” (Hikaru)


  There was a ① on the mailbox, but the next instant I thought that…mails began to pour in with a ponponponpon sound, and they increased to several hundreds in an instant. 


  God should be filtering, and yet, since the denominator is high, the amount must be high as well. 


  Let’s see, what messages am I getting?


  —I still have nightmares of this moment. 


  —I was feeling a sense of accomplishment. I had survived 370km of despair.


  —I was number 1 in the total viewer count. Everyone is cheering for me.


  —That’s…what I believed.


  —I believed…


  I opened the mail.


  A peaceful scenery of a light green plain that stretched as far as the eye could see.


  A blue sky and gentle sunlight.


  A warm and dry wind.


  In this relaxed atmosphere of this parallel world, what appeared there was a reality that I didn’t imagine. 


  <<He seems to be enjoying his isekai life even after killing his girlfriend. Just die already. What are you surviving for?>>


  <<After killing his girlfriend’s family, he is going all OP isekai protagonist? I am ashamed to be japanese like him. HIKARU is currently trending on twitter throughout the whole world. This is a national disgrace. Give me a break.>>


  <<Is the air of the isekai tasty after taking away the future of Nanami-chan and obtained power?>>


  <<Drop to hell. No, hell would be lukewarm for you.>>


  <<You should have been eaten alive.>>


  <<Every time I see you desperately trying to live, I end up thinking that Nanami-chan must have wanted to live too. Why are you clinging to life so much, yet for others…moreover, the life of your girlfriend…why couldn’t you think about hers the same way as yours? You are a fiend. I hate you. Die already.>>


  —I couldn’t even breathe.


  All the mails were spitting out insult after insult of me. 


  Everyone was wishing for my death.


  I couldn’t understand immediately what was going on here.


  <<You apparently stabbed her several times on the stomach. I am impressed you can even do that. You are worse than a beast.>>


  <<Even though you killed your childhood friend’s whole family, you really have the guts to enjoy your isekai life without showing any signs of doing such a heinous act. You are the worst monster out there.>>


  “Nanami…died…?” (Hikaru)


  Nanami was a childhood friend of mine that I grew up together with like a sibling, not my girlfriend, but that’s not what’s important here.


  Right now, what I could gather from the opened messages was that…


  Nanami is dead.


  And for some reason, I am being treated as the one who killed her.


  <<I am glad there’s a messaging system. I will be sending the other Chosen your way. I will definitely make sure you get punished. Sleep in fear.>>


  <<If that were me, I would give up. How can you continue living on as if nothing?>>


  <<I trust God to do a ranking for the most unpopular one too. The kind that properly gives a penalty to the highest ranked one, that is. Being sent straight to hell as the penalty sounds nice.>>


  <<DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE DIE. DIE AT ONCE ALREADY.>>


  <<How do you feel being the most wanted dead in the whole world? You did something worth that, you know. Understand it. Understand it and kill yourself.>>


  All the messages were overflowing with anger at me. 


  The hammer of justice towards a heinous killer they can’t get their hands on.


  I couldn’t understand anything. 


  I thought there would at least be some people cheering for me.


  I figured there would be some who would be watching in amusement, but I at least believed that they would be happy about me managing to survive. 


  “Nanami…died…? Just like that…? She didn’t come to this world…? Uncle…and auntie…died as well…?” (Hikaru)


  I muttered this at no one in my disbelief. 


  I thought that just like how I am alive here despite dying, Nanami as well would be living here in this world.


  That’s what I thought.


  That’s what I wished.


  In this parallel world where I know no one, my one sole objective was to reunite with Nanami.


  The reason why uncle and auntie didn’t show up that day was because they were killed too?


  …But I can tell from the messages.


  I ended up understanding…


  It should have been transmitted immediately that Nanami didn’t come to this world. 


  Something that can be found out as soon as they enter the house or call the police. 


  The bodies of Nanami and her parents were there. 


  Only my shoes were left at the entrance.


  Did the real culprit manage to get away? He must have set it up in a way to pin the murder on me. 


  “Kahah…!” (Hikaru)


  The contents in my stomach churned out. 


  Being exposed by direct animosity, discovering that Nanami and her parents are dead; those two realities were enough to shock me in my entirety. 


  I couldn’t even stay standing, and ended up falling in place. 


  I couldn’t even breathe properly.


  I actually…knew it already.


  That Nanami is dead.


  I saw the lifeless Nanami after all.


  But I wanted to believe it. 


  I couldn’t do anything but believe. 


  By believing that Nanami had come here, I managed to maintain the will to get out of the forest.


  I myself was also too occupied with my current situation.


  If I didn’t face forward, I wouldn’t have been able to move my feet.


  <<Your parents and your twin sisters couldn’t stay in Japan anymore and moved out. Well, they will soon be found out even overseas. Don’t you think it should be better to die as an apology?>>


  <<Your twin sisters are apparently super intelligent. Well, they ain’t got a future anymore though.>>


  <<Your house was literally burning.>>


  “Why… What’s with that…?! What the hell is going on here?!” (Hikaru)


  My tears weren’t stopping. 


  I was so desperate to stay alive, I couldn’t even stop to think about what was happening on Earth.


  But…what else could I have done?! 


  I was suddenly thrown to this world! 


  I was killed too! 


  Me being here alive is because of good luck, or maybe bad luck.


  It is not like I am here because I wished to…! 


  There were a mountain of things I wanted to say. 


  But those words were not coming out from my mouth.


  My emotions were overflowing, and they were being overwritten by a different emotion. 


  “Me, killing Nanami…? There’s no way I would do that…! She is my childhood friend…! She has been together with me since the day I was born… Why the hell would I kill her…! Me and Nanami were killed! I had no intention of coming here!” (Hikaru)


  By the time I noticed, I was already shouting at who knows where.


  “I went there to give my final farewells to Nanami…! When I did…I was stabbed by an unknown student of the same grade! Nanami was already killed by the time I got there…!” (Hikaru)


  It was a pointless explanation.


  There was a part of me that understood this. 


  I have seen flaming on the internet countless times. 


  There’s two methods to stop the flaming. Stop the fuel. What I am currently doing is basically like fueling the fire endlessly.


  It will most likely just escalate.


  “…My family…My family has nothing to do with this…! What did my family do…!?” (Hikaru)


  In the end, this isekai transfer that the world was dragged into wasn’t unrelated to me. 


  My family, Nanami’s family; it destroyed both households. 


  The messages continued increasing. 


  Are there also messages from my parents and sisters within these? 


  I had no courage to open them.


  “Damn it…” (Hikaru)


  I wanted to disappear already.


  But I can’t die here. 


  No matter how much hate I am exposed to, the reality of me surviving those 370km of despair wasn’t allowing me to choose death. 


  [Announcement from God. It seems there’s a number of Chosen who haven’t noticed the place where the item you brought to the parallel world is stored at. Please tap the Brought Item in the Status Board and materialize it. The things that haven’t been materialized will be erased, so please keep that in mind.]


  An added announcement from God.


  Now that they mention it, you can bring an item to the parallel world.


  Mine was a sudden transfer, so I didn’t prepare anything. Of course, it must be empty. 


  And yet, I still opened that option…most likely because I had a feeling…


  When I tapped Brought Item in the Status Board, a single album materialized and dropped coldly to the ground.


  “……Eh…?” (Hikaru)


  A pastel colored photo album.


  What Nanami was holding in her chest till the very end…


  And what I touched last…


  I grabbed that with my trembling fingers…and opened the front cover.


  “Nanami…you idiot… What were you planning on doing by bringing something like this to a parallel world…..?” (Hikaru)


  A photo of the time when she and I were lined up together with our parents when we were in elementary school.


  A photo of when I fell down a pond at Distiny Land.


  A photo of when my sisters and Nanami fell asleep after playing themselves tired in a gaming competition.


  A photo we took of when we lined up with our puffy uniforms at our entrance ceremony in middle school.


  A photo we took jokingly while we were talking through the window. 


  A photo of the borrowing race where the borrowed thing that was asked of her was ‘childhood friend’.


  A photo of when my parents went to check on her after hearing she had passed the entrance exam for high school.


  The photos had Nanami smiling. 


  The photos had me smiling as well. 


  “Guh… Damn it…” (Hikaru)


  Gone.


  By seeing these photos, that reality became ever more real. 


  Maybe everything that happened on Earth was a lie?


  By being in a parallel world, a completely different world, I couldn’t help but think that way.


  But the fact that the album that was originally in the hands of Nanami is here means that…Nanami is dead…and she didn’t come here.


  —Ahaha.


  —Kusukusu.


  Someone was laughing at me who was drowning in tears.


  Gazes of curiosity.


  Laughing at me, telling me to stop the fake crying, to stop pretending to be sad.


  Laughing, telling me that I am the one who killed them.


  Laughing at me, a mediocre high schooler that doesn’t have a single special trait. 


  The Nanami in the photos was smiling.


  The me in the photos was smiling too. 


  —Ahaha.


  —Kyakkyakkya.


  Laughs directed at me were coming from somewhere far. 


  Laughs directed at me were echoing right by my ear. 


  —I must have broken at this time.


  I began feeling gazes in bright places.


  Gazes filled with animosity…hatred…and curiosity. 


  “[Darkness…Fog…].” (Hikaru)


  1 billion real time viewers. 


  1 billion people were directing animosity towards me on Earth.


  They were waiting with anticipation, waiting for the moment I mess up.


  The moment I fall to the ground pathetically and die a dog’s death…


  I cut off those gazes with the darkness.


  In this deep deep darkness, those gazes won’t reach.


  I closed the Status Board and began walking. 


  I didn’t feel like heading to the fortress.


  I wanted to sink…sink deeply into the very bottom of the darkness.


  Let’s live in a place where no eyes will reach. 


  So that no one will be hurt anymore.


  Chapter 022: Exclusive Chosen Bulletin Board [No.1000 – Kurose Hikaru] 1232nd


  -57: Anonymous from Earth


  Damn it! I was late in sending the support message!


  -58: Anonymous from Earth


  The Antis act damn fast. I also sent a message of support to him. 


  I actually cried when he managed to get out of the forest. 


  The Antis are the ones that should die. 


  -59: Anonymous from Earth


  He looked so depressed, he will be refreshed later.


  -60: Anonymous from Earth


  As if someone could get refreshed from that. He is going to get cornered to his death! 


  -61: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s scary. The very first ones who sent those messages must have been the extremists that believe in the ‘Hikaru is the culprit’ theory. 


  -62: Anonymous from Earth


  I have been saying this countless times but, there’s no other culprit other than Hikaru, right? The police have been investigating the whole time, you know? The police force of Japan is reliable, so it is impossible that they have not caught the culprit despite having caused that much of an incident. In other words, Hikaru who got away to the parallel world is the culprit.


  -63: Anonymous from Earth


  ↑Idiot.


  -64: Anonymous from Earth


  I have been saying this countless times but, it is not like you get the rights of transfer by killing the Chosen, you know? 


  See this and that as two separate things.


  Or more like, Hikaru himself has testified that he was killed by a third party. 


  It is better to not feed these pests though.


  They seriously are a cancer to society. 


  -65: Anonymous from Earth


  I felt bad for him.


  But his crying face made my heart skip a beat there. 


  -66: Anonymous from Earth


  It might also be because they haven’t found evidence and can’t get a warrant. 


  -67: Anonymous from Earth


  But how did the culprit run away? The mass media was there too, right? Like, real close. 


  -68: Anonymous from Earth


  I went to check the site of the incident, and the house of Nanami-chan has a whole lot of narrow alleyways around, moreover, there’s a thin ditch flowing, so there’s a chance for escape. 


  -69: Anonymous from Earth


  Then the mysterious schoolmate must be the culprit. 


  There’s no other but the mysterious schoolmate.


  -70: Anonymous from Earth


  If there had been students who didn’t go to school that day, the number of suspects could have been narrowed, but it was New Year.


  -71: Anonymous from Earth


  If it is New Year’s, there should have been people in the surrounding houses. Aren’t there witnesses of the escaping culprit? 


  -72: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no way the police haven’t investigated that. 


  Isn’t it just that there’s no witnesses?


  -73: Anonymous from Earth


  You guys, I don’t know if you are forgetting or what.


  That was the time when the Chosen were being transferred. 


  Is there a single human being that wasn’t in front of their TV or PC?


  -74: Anonymous from Earth


  There should be elderly who aren’t interested in all this isekai business, right? 


  -75: Anonymous from Earth


  The testimony of an elderly sounds so unreliable…


  -76: Anonymous from Earth


  For now, even if Hikaru isn’t the culprit, there’s a whole mountain of mysteries of who else could it be then. But with the testimony of Hikaru now, the culprit has been narrowed to a student of the same grade. I think it is just a matter of time before they are caught. 


  -77: Anonymous from Earth


  Only a few criminals that have killed a whole family don’t get caught, but it does happen.


  Even if there’s a lot of evidence, it doesn’t assure they will get caught. The culprit this time must have been really meticulous. 


  Or maybe they were just plain lucky, or the police is just that incompetent.


  -78: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s also the chance Hikaru is the true culprit though.


  -79: Anonymous from Earth


  But you see, no matter which is the case, there’s no way to judge Hikaru anymore. 


  No matter how many harassing messages are sent, we can only watch the Chosen.


  -80: Anonymous from Earth


  No, the problem is that the harassment seems to actually be working…


  The ones who still think Hikaru is the culprit after seeing that reaction should get their human license revoked.


  -81: Anonymous from Earth


  Is that photo album something he prepared?


  -82: Anonymous from Earth


  No idea.


  Does that mean he brought the photos of the person he killed?


  In order to get a high from thinking back on it? 


  -83: Anonymous from Earth


  There was no need to force the psychopath route…


  -84: Anonymous from Earth


  It was pastel colored, so it must have been prepared by Nanami-chan.


  -85: Anonymous from Earth


  Why can you say for sure? 


  -86: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no way the Great Dark Mage would prepare such an album, right? Think realistically. Go back and redo your *chuunibyou*. <TLN: 8th grade syndrome>


  -87: Anonymous from Earth


  It could have been prepared by his little sisters.


  -88: Anonymous from Earth


  In the first place, we don’t know at what time Hikaru-kyun was chosen. Did he really have the time to prepare an album?


  -89: Anonymous from Earth


  Even his little sisters said they didn’t know. 


  There is the chance that he was hiding it though.


  -90: Anonymous from Earth


  In that case, there’s the possibility that he went to Nanami-tan’s room to transfer together with his childhood friend.


  -91: Anonymous from Earth


  The theory that Hikaru is innocent is really strong here. 


  I didn’t think he was the culprit from the very beginning though.


  -92: Anonymous from Earth


  No no, what’s wrong with you guys? Judging from the situation and the evidence, there’s no other culprit than Hikaru.


  -93: Anonymous from Earth


  Suspicious. Aren’t you the culprit? 


  We haven’t found any other culprit after all.


  -94: Anonymous from Earth


  I don’t really get it, but I will send a message to cheer him up.


  -95: Anonymous from Earth


  Me too. 


  Or more like, is there no other way to support him? 


  We are powerless aside from viewer points. 


  -96: Anonymous from Earth


  He won’t be reading the messages anymore. He shut himself inside the darkness.


  -97: Anonymous from Earth


  I actually feel like bullying him a whole lot now… What should I do…


  -98: Anonymous from Earth


  I loled at the massive amount of ‘Little Sister of Hikaru’ appearing on youtube. 


  -99: Anonymous from Earth


  The broadcast of the actual sisters was shocking after all.


  There must be a lot of people searching for ‘Hikaru’s little sisters’.


  -100: Anonymous from Earth


  Or more like, why is Hikaru the only one who can use magic like a machine gun? 


  -101: Anonymous from Earth


  The other Chosen lose consciousness the moment they use magic consecutively.


  -102: Anonymous from Earth


  It seems there were cheat powers that you could get at the beginning that were related to Spirit Energy, so it definitely must be that. Maybe Spirit Energy Recovery Rate, Spirit Prowess Up, or the one about being loved by Spirits. 


  -103: Anonymous from Earth


  The one where the Spirits love you, you say? The one that Ikakin said required a crazy high amount of points? 


  -104: Anonymous from Earth


  That. Well, I don’t know if that’s what Hikaru took though.


  -105: Anonymous from Earth


  There were other people who were shooting magic over and over. Well, even with that, they wouldn’t manage to get out from the dangerous zones and died though.


  -106: Anonymous from Earth


  Jeanne-chan who started with a full brawn build in a safe zone is the rightest answer. 


  -107: Anonymous from Earth


  Starting in a dangerous zone has way too many risks after all… Even Hikaru barely scraped away with his life. 


  -108: Anonymous from Earth


  Even this all-seeing eye of mine couldn’t foresee that he would survive.


  -109: Anonymous from Earth


  Just when he was finally about to die, the comments were filled up with ‘Divine Punishment’.


  I felt like I peeked at the hideous side of humanity. 


  If seeing this was the objective of God, you are all gonna get purged in a bunch, you know.


  -110: Anonymous from Earth


  The summary of Hikaru until now:


  ①He killed(?) his childhood friend Nanami-chan and was elected as a Chosen. 


  ② Starting from a danger zone. Meets a giant fire monkey inside the forest, but escapes from the precarious situation by placing a barrier. 


  ③ He begins acting by using dark spirit magic, but ends up in front of the nest of the fire monkeys. 


  ④ Something that appeared at night slaughtered the whole fire monkey family. Spirit Stone Get. 


  ⑤ Policy of only moving at night. Seems like he is buying barriers with points. 


  ⑥ Flower that shines at night, get. First of the Chosen to get a special rare material.


  ⑦ Ran out of barrier stones close to the end of the forest, and was about to get killed by a pack of wolves.


  ⑧ The power of darkness awakened and he summoned an undead fire monkey. Wipes out the pack of wolves. The first of the Chosen to obtain the Sealed 8th Dark Spirit Ability. 


  ⑨ Gets out from the forest and receives messages from Earth. Seems like they were filled with all manners of insults. 


  ⑩ After crying himself to the ground, he has shut himself in since then.


  -111: Anonymous from Earth


  What’s that about the barrier? Was there such a safety measure? 


  -112: Anonymous from Earth


  Newcomer spotted. There’s a Barrier Stone you can buy with points.


  It seems like Hikaru was one of the Chosen who had quite a lot of points remaining, and he was buying quite the high amount of Barrier Stones. Most Chosen allocated all their points before starting, so there aren’t many who have managed to properly use the Barrier Stones to survive. 


  -113: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s so damn sly. 


  So he really is the culprit…


  -114: Anonymous from Earth


  The translations are still not perfect, so there’s a lot of unknown areas, but it is 1 point per barrier stone, so it seems it isn’t something you can buy so easily. 


  -115: Anonymous from Earth


  Hikaru was using them like water though…


  -116: Anonymous from Earth


  More importantly, what was that thing that showed up at night? I watched the footage, but it was so frikin dark I thought they messed up their broadcast. 


  -117: Anonymous from Earth


  Tremble in fear after watching the brightness up version. (Link)


  -118: Anonymous from Earth


  Eh? Eh? What’s this? No matter how much the brightness is increased, only a silhouette shows. 


  -119: Anonymous from Earth


  She is being called Miss Perfect Dark overseas. 


  This is most likely the Great Dark Spirit.


  -120: Anonymous from Earth


  Why is the Great Dark Spirit favoring Hikaru?


  The fire monkey family are plain victims here.


  -121: Anonymous from Earth


  The family was just cuddling in a circle there, and yet, they were suddenly killed by a boss ranked Spirit. That’s not on the level of just being unlucky. Is Hikaru a Death God or something? 


  -122: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s talk he has some cheat power about being loved by Spirits, so that must be what Hikaru got. Also, there’s no doubt he took Night Vision. 


  -123: Anonymous from Earth


  Is it certain that Hikaru killed Nanami-chan? 


  It seemed like he was trying to testify about it, and it also matches with what his little sisters said. I don’t get it anymore.


  -124: Anonymous from Earth


  We digging back this topic again?


  -125: Anonymous from Earth


  Who other than Hikaru is there with all the evidence against him? The mysterious student X? 


  -126: Anonymous from Earth


  He doesn’t know the name of the student. Happens often when you are a loner…


  -127: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s also the explanations of the little sisters, so Hikaru is apparently decently popular overseas.


  -128: Anonymous from Earth


  That talk about getting the right for transfer if you kill the Chosen is complete bogus after all.


  -129: Anonymous from Earth


  With 1 billion people watching, of course there will at least be people liking him.


  -130: Anonymous from Earth


  He might have killed them, or maybe he didn’t. There’s no other method to prove if he is innocent aside from having Nanami-tan herself state it. 


  -131: Anonymous from Earth


  No, they can just find the true culprit, right?


  If they can’t, Hikaru is the culprit.


  -132: Anonymous from Earth


  ↑Idiot


  -133: Anonymous from Earth


  Stop with that judgement full of holes.


  -134: Anonymous from Earth


  No, why is it going in the direction of Hikaru not being the culprit in the first place?


  -135: Anonymous from Earth


  Because Celica and Karen say Onii-chan is not the culprit…


  -136: Anonymous from Earth


  Why are his two little sisters super geniuses while Hikaru is normal?


  -137: Anonymous from Earth


  He is not normal. He is the Great Dark Mage!! 


  -138: Anonymous from Earth


  His two little sisters are geniuses and cute, it is just unfair. Moreover, they are twins, love their Onii-chan, and streamed in youtube for the sake of clearing his name without caring about the dangers of it, and in 8 languages to top it off! 


  I ended up hating Hikaru even more. 


  He also had a cute childhood friend. He was completely on the winning side. 


  And now, he is going all overpowered isekai protagonist with his dark magic. There’s no loner who would be able to see him with honest eyes. He is the star of loners. I envy him so friking damn much.


  -139: Anonymous from Earth


  Good to see you are honest. I envy him too. I want to be Hikaru. 


  -140: Anonymous from Earth


  Celica was reading a script or something, wasn’t she? 


  -141: Anonymous from Earth


  She was facing straight to the camera. I don’t know if there were cue cards or what at the side of the camera.


  The details were apparently almost the same in 8 languages, but she was answering the comments with the very same language it was asked in, so she is a serious speaker of 8 languages.


  -142: Anonymous from Earth


  What does that mean? The questions were in the script too?


  A 12 year old girl being able to speak 8 languages is impossible considering the learning speed and all.


  -143: Anonymous from Earth


  It was a livestream. 


  There’s no japanese person who wasn’t dumbstruck when they heard a cute girl like that speaking hindi.


  Go watch it at once. 


  -144: Anonymous from Earth


  Seems it was pretty shocking even overseas. 


  Moreover, they are cute on an idol level. 


  The treatment towards Hikaru got super lighter after that. 


  A certain demographic might have instead gotten their hatred amplified though.


  -145: Anonymous from Earth


  It seems Karen can speak 3 languages. 


  These little sisters are way too intelligent…


  -146: Anonymous from Earth


  I envy Hikaru.


  I hate him… So unfair…


  -147: Anonymous from Earth


  But he was separated from all that, you know?


  -148: Anonymous from Earth


  Popular people always get haters.


  -149: Anonymous from Earth


  What’s with this flow of things? More, let your anger take over you.


  -150: Anonymous from Earth


  We are hating him in a sense.


  -151: Anonymous from Earth


  Burning their house was way too far. You should really think about which one is the sane side here.


  -152: Anonymous from Earth


  The arsonist hasn’t been caught yet, right? Even though the mass media was there. I am impressed they managed to pull that off. 


  -153: Anonymous from Earth


  The mass media is the culprit…


  You would normally deal with the fire in its early stage.


  -154: Anonymous from Earth


  The family are just victims after all… 


  I am impressed the little sisters didn’t end up hating their brother. 


  -155: Anonymous from Earth


  No, maybe they do hate him. They are geniuses, so there’s the possibility they are moving in a calculated manner that will reduce the damage towards them the most.


  -156: Anonymous from Earth


  It is true that that livestream at the very least managed to create sympathy towards the family. 


  -157: Anonymous from Earth


  Nanami-tan’s cause of death was because of being stabbed to death, right? Have they not checked for fingerprints of Hikaru?


  -158: Anonymous from Earth


  Right right, they were apparently stabbed to death with a knife or a kitchen knife, but they haven’t found the murder weapon.


  -159: Anonymous from Earth


  He was transferred soon after, so there should have been no time to hide the murder weapon, huh.


  -160: Anonymous from Earth


  That point was brought out in the stream of the little sisters.


  -161: Anonymous from Earth


  Didn’t he bring it to the parallel world then?


  -162: Anonymous from Earth


  The item he brought was the album. Watch properly. You can only take one thing, so there’s zero chance he brought the knife with him too. In the first place, if he really had something like that, he would have used it a long time ago. 


  -163: Anonymous from Earth


  Even the fingerprints. He was her boyfriend, so they should be everywhere.


  -164: Anonymous from Earth


  Speaking of that, Hikaru said it was a student of the same grade.


  If they get the fingerprints of everyone in the same year, couldn’t they find the culprit?


  -165: Anonymous from Earth


  That!


  -166: Anonymous from Earth


  We are finally here…


  -167: Anonymous from Earth


  I am really unsure whether the police can actually pull it off or not though.


  -168: Anonymous from Earth


  No, if it is someone their grade, they could just say they came to hang out once…


  Are you idiots…?


  -169: Anonymous from Earth


  What if there’s fingerprints in the body of Nanami-chan?


  -170: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s none of that. 


  This would be a whole other case.


  -171: Anonymous from Earth


  You are all going girlfriend girlfriend, but the little sisters emphasized that they were not in a romantic relationship. 


  They were just childhood friends. 


  Isn’t that important? Is what I thought, honestly.


  -172: Anonymous from Earth


  Those two really love their Onii-chan though…


  -173: Anonymous from Earth


  Don’t bring out such little sisters that are more fantasy-like than an isekai.


  -174: Anonymous from Earth


  The little sisters are still in middle school after all. They are still at the age where they love their Onii-chan…


  -175: Anonymous from Earth


  They are not your average middle schooler though.


  Twins that skipped grades and suddenly enrolled in college is just hard to believe.


  -176: Anonymous from Earth


  This is what people must call being gifted.


  -177: Anonymous from Earth


  We are only talking about the little sisters!


  -178: Anonymous from Earth


  Cause Hikaru-kyun isn’t coming out from the darkness…


  Or more like, he is using magic successively at a frightening degree. Wow.


  He really is the Great Dark Mage, no joke.


  -179: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no doubt he is the one who is using the most magic within the 1,000 Chosen…


  -180: Anonymous from Earth


  I want him to say ‘Be embraced in the flames of darkness and perish’.


  -181: Anonymous from Earth


  He is still an actual 1st year high schooler, so we can hope it happens. I can catch a glimpse of it with the fact that he chose darkness.


  -182: Anonymous from Earth


  DAMN BASTARD! I should have been the one to go. I seriously want to kill him for taking away my right. 


  -183: Anonymous from Earth


  Simmer it. It is random, so anyone had the chance… We weren’t chosen -that’s all there is to it… Even me, if I had been chosen, I could have escaped this shitty life here and enjoyed my isekai life… Ugh…


  -184: Anonymous from Earth


  Stop it. That is super effective on me too.


  -185: Anonymous from Earth


  Ah, the murder weapon! So that’s why the police were searching for that so persistently. 


  -186: Anonymous from Earth


  Talk about late reaction.


  -187: Anonymous from Earth


  Huh? Then, Hikaru is not the culprit???


  -188: Anonymous from Earth


  Culprit! Culprit! Hikaru is the culprit! 


  -189: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s merely based on inconclusive evidence and the circumstances around it, making him look like the culprit. Cool your head and think.


  -190: Anonymous from Earth


  Whichever the case, I am looking forward to the actions of Hikaru from now on.


  Chapter 023: Dungeon and Peaceful Darkness


  I arrived in a big city.


  I got information about this world beforehand in order to tell Nanami, so I didn’t get surprised by this medieval fantasy world cityscape.


  There are many people of varied races, a weird scent around, and a lot of shouting happening.


  Energetic and occupied.


  That was something that wasn’t present in that forest.


  But I wasn’t moved by this. 


  Even I myself don’t know why I was pulled into a city. 


  Just like how an insect gets pulled in by light, there’s something about this city.


  —The presence of darkness.


  Those are the only words I can find to describe this. 


  If it is here, I can slip into the darkness where gazes don’t reach.


  It was a strange confidence.


  The city was filled with Spirit Energy. 


  Is this just how cities with people are like in this world? Humans and monsters have spirit energy. When those gather, it probably creates a place overflowing with energy like this one. 


  I haven’t opened my Status Board once since that time.


  Not using the map was inconvenient, but I was being stubborn.


  I put away the album of Nanami in the Shadow Bag. I am sure I won’t be opening it till the day I die. 


  The result of walking while desiring even darker places was that I arrived at what looked like a miscellaneous store. I managed to sell my Spirit Stones there.


  I got to sell the wolf spirit stones and the spirit stones of the children monkeys for several tens of silver coins, so I used that money to buy clothes, an overcoat, and a dagger. With just that alone, I wasn’t left with much.


  I don’t know what the market price is, so I might have had unfavorable exchanges there, but I don’t have the leeway to mind that.


  I ask for a cheap inn, and stay there.


  Even the cheapest room was decently expensive. The room was simple and dirty, and the bed was on the wooden floor, and it was basically like a bad excuse of a mattress, but even with that, it has been a while since I have had a bed. 


  I was unaware of it, but I must have been pretty tired. I ended up sleeping surprisingly deeply. 


  I woke up at midnight and took advantage of the darkness to head to the center of the city. 


  The owner of the miscellaneous store said this is a dungeon city.


  There’s a big dungeon at the center of the city, and the resources obtained from there stimulate the market of this city. 


  I could immediately tell where the dungeon was.


  A cone shaped giant crystal that’s twisted into a spiral, towering at the center of the city.


  I remember seeing this thing from afar yesterday. It was reflecting the sunlight, sparkling unrestrainedly. It asserted its presence as a landmark to an unbelievable extent. At that time, I didn’t even think for a second it was a dungeon though.


  I would say it is around 80 meters tall. 


  I don’t know how it was made, but that crystal might be one big spirit stone. 


  The presence of Spirits is abnormal over there after all. This city itself is filled to the brim with the presence of Spirits, but I could feel an even denser presence overflowing from the entrance of the dungeon.


  There’s some devices that seem to ban the use of abilities, most likely because the use of Spirit Abilities is dangerous in the city. 


  It is pretty difficult to use my Dark Spirit Abilities, but when close to the dungeon, it is actually the contrary, and because it is midnight as well, I felt like the effectiveness will be several times higher. 


  At the root of the crystal, there’s a big opening that’s the entrance of the dungeon.


  It must be the type of dungeon that you have to go deeper and deeper underground. The only thing I can see from here are big stairs going down. What lies below is hazy as if the space there is warped.


  Even with me having Night Vision I couldn’t see further ahead, so the entrance of the dungeon might be a literal entrance to another world.


  The entrance is big. 30 meters width and 10 meters height. I can easily imagine how gigantic the inside must be. 


  There are a number of people at the entrance of the dungeon.


  A group that’s equipped strictly in a way that seems like they are dungeon explorers.


  There were 4 men standing with a bonfire at their back that seemed like lookouts. 


  You might need money to enter the dungeon.


  It would be a pain to be called to a stop. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  Darkness Fog has been raised to Tier 4, so I can now adjust the amount of darkness. If I go at full power, I can cover a radius of 10 meters in darkness.


  But that’s depending on the situation, and in most of the cases, it would just stand out negatively. 


  I cover myself in just around a 1 meter radius, and take advantage of that darkness to slip into the dungeon.


  No one noticed me.


  (This is calming…) (Hikaru)


  The inside of the dungeon is filled with spirit energy, and it seems like I can use Spirit Abilities as much as I want. 


  I walked while using both Dark Vision and Darkness Fog together. 


  Maybe because it is a closed space, or because it is a place filled with darkness -most likely both- I couldn’t feel the gazes of the viewers. 


  Of course, it must be just my imagination.


  Right now the viewers are watching me and wishing me to die fast, to die in the dungeon. That must be what they are thinking. 


  But when I am inside the darkness like this, I can forget about those things. 


  My helplessness, my sadness; I can keep them all bottled inside of it.


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  No one noticed me when inside the darkness.


  Inside the dungeon with deep darkness, people and monsters don’t pay any heed when there’s even deeper darkness. That’s probably how it works.


  (…So this is a dungeon. What a mysterious place. Did someone make it?) (Hikaru)


  —This dungeon is called the Grand Meltia Dungeon. At this time, I didn’t know that each floor is given a name. 


  The 1st Floor is called the Dusk Hades Street.


  Its trait is…


  (So vast…) (Hikaru)


  After crossing a narrow path that screamed dungeon, I arrived at a vast space. 


  In this vast space bigger than a baseball dome, the ceiling was hazy red like the sky at dusk.


  At the ground there were dilapidated houses made of stone lined up, and I could see something resembling a castle deep in. 


  And the residents living in this city are…


  (Skeletons…huh.) (Hikaru)


  The skeletons were making peculiar clanking sounds as they moved around.


  Barehanded ones, ones that had swords in their hands, big ones, small ones; they came in various shapes and forms, but it seems like this is the city of skeletons.


  I could see an explorer party that’s fighting at around 300 meters away.


  Can you get Spirit Stones by defeating skeletons?


  I have a despairing lack of knowledge. 


  “[Darkness Fog].” (Hikaru)


  I cover myself in darkness and slowly approach one skeleton.


  Darkness Fog is a method to impair vision.


  You can still hear and smell.


  As long as I don’t know how skeletons detect others, the inside of the darkness is not safe. 


  If push comes to shove, I won’t hesitate to fight. It is a monster that shows up on the first floor of the dungeon. It shouldn’t be that strong.


  Whichever the case, I have to earn money or I will be penniless in a few days.


  I got pretty close, but the skeleton didn’t react.


  After I got away for a bit and undid my ability for a moment, it immediately reacted, so there’s no doubt its sight has been obstructed by Darkness Fog.


  It reacts to sounds even when I am inside the darkness, so I can’t lower my guard though.


  The enemy is a barehanded skeleton. It doesn’t move fast, and it doesn’t look that strong.


  I wasn’t aware of it myself, but the me at that time must have been merry about my first dungeon.


  I didn’t feel the gazes of the viewers inside the darkness.


  That’s why I ended up thinking this…


  “Let’s try fighting it…” (Hikaru)


  —Hahaha.


  —Ufu…ufufu.


  —Kyakkyakkya.


  I heard laughing.


  From somewhere far? Or maybe right by my ear.


  Gazes that pierce my whole body.


  I am being watched.


  I could fear the gazes of 1 billion people. 


  The viewers are observing my every movement, my every action, with scorn in their eyes.


  Thinking ‘he is finally going to be doing what an otaku boy would want to do’.


  That he will finally be having his long desired battle with a monster.


  Gazes of curiosity. 


  Countless gazes from Earth.


  I was beginning to feel nauseous.


  —Ufufu.


  —Kyakkya!


  —Ahaha.


  I could hear the scorn of the viewers.


  They are laughing at me.


  <<Are you going to fight? Please defeat them coolly, Hero-kun (lol).>>


  <<Go fight and die already -as pathetically as possible.>>


  <<Right, of course you would want to fight monsters since you have come to a fantasy world (lol). Want to defeat a skeleton and feel like an overpowered main character?>>


  <<So you really are enjoying your isekai life.>>


  <<Playing the dark magic swordsman with your dagger in hand? Uwaaa, so cool, lol. Brb, puking. Lmao.>>


  I know that all of these are voices coming from my mind.


  But this isn’t just me being delusional here, I am actually being watched by everyone.


  My every action.


  The pathetic sight of me fighting.


  Waiting for the moment I get drunk on my first victory. 


  Even though I was trying so hard not to think about it by hiding in the darkness… 


  “[Darkness Fog…!]” (Hikaru)


  I hold back from vomiting, shut into the darkness, and run.


  Fight? No way. 


  I don’t want to be seen.


  I want them to forget about me. 


  I want my whole existence to disappear.


  I ran and ran, and by the time I noticed, I had gone down the stairs, and reached the 2nd Floor.


  The 2nd Floor was smaller than the 1st Floor, and it was made truly like a dungeon. I went pretty deep inside, and curled up inside the darkness.


  I saw small humanoid monsters, dog-like monsters, and oni-like monsters, but it seems like none of those monsters could find me inside the darkness.


  If I hide in even deeper darkness within this already dark place, no gazes could reach.


  Even the voices have stopped now. 


  “Haaah… Haah…” (Hikaru)


  *Drip Drip*


  Underground water seemed to be trailing down the walls. It is an old and dirty underground dungeon.


  For the people who don’t have Night Vision, exploring this place must be really rough.


  I stayed curled up there for a while. 


  Monsters that didn’t look that strong passed by a number of times, but they just went on without noticing me. 


  The next monster as well.


  And the next one after that.


  I could disappear inside the darkness.


  By being embraced in the darkness for a while, I finally managed to regain my calm.


  (…What’s that?) (Hikaru)


  After several hours, I noticed that.


  The reason why I didn’t notice until now must have been because that’s how shaken I was.


  The small room at the other side that is shaped like a prison had something that was shining dully. 


  I get up.


  When I approached it, I noticed they were the empty-shell of explorers.


  Crude leather armor, overcoat, leather gloves, leggings, and shoes. 


  The equipment of explorers was lined up on the ground in a way as if it was once worn by someone.


  There was no corpse anywhere, and at the place where the head would originally be, there’s a small red spirit stone just lying there.


  It is as if the body disappeared into nothingness, and only the spirit stone remained.


  (…Did they die? What about the body…?) (Hikaru)


  I don’t know. 


  It might be that in a strange place like a dungeon, strange things happen.


  The sword is broken, and the armor seems to all be cheap stuff.


  It must have been a newbie explorer. 


  I placed what was once the equipment of an explorer inside my Shadow Bag. 


  “…Corpse rummaging, huh… I have fallen as low as I can.” (Hikaru)


  If I can’t fight, I have no other way to earn money than to do stuff like this. 


  It was all done inside the darkness.


  The viewers shouldn’t be able to see that.


  For some mysterious reason, I could accept myself being corrupted.


  I had no leeway to be considerate for the dead. 


  I have lost my childhood friend, my family, my place to return to, and even my own dignity, so the only thing left for me to lose here is my life. 


  Even so, I will continue living on.


  That’s all I could do right now.


  And this is how I live my life in the dungeon today.


  ◇◆◆◆◇


  This darkness was comfortable for me.


  Hiding in the dungeon filled with silence and death, I would strip the equipment from the now voiceless corpses of the explorers, and sell them. That’s how I somehow managed to get by in my meals. 


  At the burial chamber that’s intimate with death…


  Cloaking myself in darkness, I curl up and hold my breath today as well.


  So that no one sees me. 


  So that I don’t gather the attention of anyone. 


  And…


  So that everyone forgets about me…
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  -443: Anonymous from Earth


  I imagined it, but everyone is having it rough.


  -444: Anonymous from Earth


  The food…


  The japanese probably are on the advantageous side in that. 


  We are the type that can eat most of anything. 


  -445: Anonymous from Earth


  There were too many Chosen who would go “I can’t eat something like this!” and would push the sandwich button.


  -446: Anonymous from Earth


  I feel a bit bad for the ones who can’t eat things because of their religion, but I also feel like they are a bit too strict on themselves right now given the situation they are in.


  -447: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s pretty tasty-looking stuff too…


  There’s also the hygiene issue, so I can’t really say for sure it is safe though.


  -448: Anonymous from Earth


  In the end, modern people like us have to go to big cities in the isekai and buy expensive food.


  -449: Anonymous from Earth


  I didn’t imagine there were these many people who can’t eat grilled fish. 


  -450: Anonymous from Earth


  It might just be an issue of their cooking though. If they had done it meuniere or frit, they would have eaten it…probably. 


  -451: Anonymous from Earth


  It is apparently turning into a trend to say “That’s not pig, it just resembles it. Pigs don’t exist in isekais” to the people that can’t eat due to their religion.


  -452: Anonymous from Earth


  Aah, true. There’s no way they are the same. 


  We are talking isekai here.


  -453: Anonymous from Earth


  Spirit Stones come out from inside their bodies after all.


  -454: Anonymous from Earth


  Do Spirit Stones come out from the body of the Chosen too?


  -455: Anonymous from Earth


  Most likely. It should be safe to assume that their bodies have been remade to conform to the world there at the time they were transferred. They are getting powers using points, so their bodies are being modified in real time.


  -456: Anonymous from Earth


  How are the vegetarians doing? 


  -457: Anonymous from Earth


  They are maintaining their vegetable diet decently well. There’s a good amount of edible plants there after all.


  -458: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s an abundance of food.


  The survival difficulty is a lot lower than I thought.


  -459: Anonymous from Earth


  Most of the ones that got Random Transferred died though…


  -460: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s because they are idiots that jump into danger themselves. Idiots don’t survive. It was simply natural selection at work here. 


  -461: Anonymous from Earth


  They are beginning at level 1. No matter if you are a warrior, mage, priest, or martial artist, you have to take it slow. Why can’t they understand that?


  -462: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no cure for idiocyyyyyy!


  -463: Anonymous from Earth


  You are all flaming the hell out of them, but you had to use 30 points to avoid the random transfer, so I feel like it can’t be helped that they would think there’s a chance it will be okay. It seems like 30 points was the bare minimum you could get after all.


  -464: Anonymous from Earth


  It is not like it is assured that you would get thrown into danger.


  -465: Anonymous from Earth


  The reality is that random is chosen by default, and if you want to transfer safely, you had to pay 30 points. Having 30 points and being taken away 30 points feels completely different. 


  -466: Anonymous from Earth


  Even Ikakin said that there might be people who ended up with the random transfer because they didn’t have enough time to think and were too flustered…


  -467: Anonymous from Earth


  God really is scary. 


  God is the Devil.


  -468: Anonymous from Earth


  From the people that seemed to have been randomly transferred, only 4 survived, you know?


  -469: Anonymous from Earth


  In just a few days after the transfer, 41 people died already.


  That’s a pretty scary number…


  I am impressed that Hikaru survived.


  -470: Anonymous from Earth


  There should be a number of lucky people who chose random transfer but were sent to safe places, but we won’t know until the person themselves tells us.


  -471: Anonymous from Earth


  In the books distributed to all Chosen, it was clearly written there: ‘the most important thing is where you are going to be transferred. If you can choose, make it the highest priority to take safety’. On the contrary, why were there that many people who chose random despite that…?


  -472: Anonymous from Earth


  By book, do you mean the one that was issued by WHO, the UN, or whatever? 


  -473: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s right. The isekai key notes created by gathering well-informed people.


  Rumors say even japanese light novel writers participated in it…


  -474: Anonymous from Earth


  Well, even if you distribute books, there’s some who won’t read it.


  -475: Anonymous from Earth


  God should publicize where the points were allocated for the Chosen already, damn it.


  -476: Anonymous from Earth


  Totally that. I wanna know the secret to Jeanne-chan’s strength.


  -477: Anonymous from Earth


  By the way, there’s apparently a lot of viewers who have their attention on stuff like the High Heal Scroll and the Rejuvenation Scroll.


  -478: Anonymous from Earth


  It is the dream of humanity after all > rejuvenation.


  -479: Anonymous from Earth


  The High Heal is also a dream item. It can even heal lost parts. 


  -480: Anonymous from Earth


  I think the option of the Chosen returning to this world will appear eventually. When that happens, the important part is whether God will allow ‘souvenirs’ or not.


  -481: Anonymous from Earth


  If spirit magic can be used here, it would be strong. 


  -482: Anonymous from Earth


  We got no Spirits, so it would be impossible.


  -483: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s no scrolls and spirits, so there’s a high chance they won’t have any effect here. 


  -484: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s possible.


  -485: Anonymous from Earth


  If healing magic and scrolls work on the same principles, there’s no chance.


  -486: Anonymous from Earth


  What about potions?


  -487: Anonymous from Earth


  Even that could be a concentrated liquid of spirits. There’s no knowing.


  -488: Anonymous from Earth


  If it exists in liquid form, can’t it at least be possible to affect the body in some way?


  -489: Anonymous from Earth


  We don’t know if spirits are harmful for earthlings, you know?


  It is an absolute foreign substance, so you could die instantly at worst. 


  -490: Anonymous from Earth


  But the Chosen are okay.


  -491: Anonymous from Earth


  The theory of the Chosen having their bodies remade to adapt to the isekai is strong.


  -492: Anonymous from Earth


  I can’t tell whether this topic is full of hopes and dreams or not…


  -493: Anonymous from Earth


  Who is the Chosen you are the most interested in right now?


  -494: Anonymous from Earth


  That’s really sudden there.


  For me, it would be the amnesiac german superman.


  -495: Anonymous from Earth


  Obviously Hikaru.


  -496: Anonymous from Earth


  Jeanne-chan.


  -497: Anonymous from Earth


  Jeanne-sama.


  -498: Anonymous from Earth


  The Great Dark Mage Hikaru-kyun.


  -499: Anonymous from Earth


  It gotta be Ikakin.


  -500: Anonymous from Earth


  Maximilian Marshal-sama.


  -501: Anonymous from Earth


  The romanian twins.


  -502: Anonymous from Earth


  Jack Alexander Fox-kun.


  -503: Anonymous from Earth


  Watching Jeanne-chan really does feel good. A beauty that gives that powerhouse feeling is the best of the best. 


  -504: Anonymous from Earth


  That time when Jeanne-chan defeated a zombie with a log was crazy exciting.


  -505: Anonymous from Earth


  Her mental strength is on another level too. She doesn’t slack on her training either. It is on the level where I am questioning where such a talent like that was slumbering in.


  -506: Anonymous from Earth


  Jeanne-chan not showing any interest in Spirit Abilities is too strong. 


  Physically and mentally. 


  -507: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s theories that say Jeanne-chan took the debuff of ‘No affinity with Spirit Magic’.


  -508: Anonymous from Earth


  Seriously?


  -509: Anonymous from Earth


  Having the courage to take something like that in a world where everything is solved with the power of spirits -that’s amazing.


  -510: Anonymous from Earth


  When talk about Jeanne-chan begins, it just doesn’t end, so please bring that talk to her exclusive bulletin board. 


  -511: Anonymous from Earth


  Anyways, there are a lot less people than I thought that go to battle. 


  I thought there would be more people who would turn into fighters.


  -512: Anonymous from Earth


  There’s a lot of mages though…


  -513: Anonymous from Earth


  Aren’t there way too many Chosen who get bored of spirit magic as soon as they learn the amount of times they can cast it isn’t that high?


  They lack the spirit to try hard and go the slow and steady route. 


  -514: Anonymous from Earth


  In the end, that’s what you get when you are not someone who holds admiration towards an isekai. 


  They have their hands full with just living. 


  -515: Anonymous from Earth


  I don’t find much amusement in the Chosen who became bread store trainees and farmers…


  -516: Anonymous from Earth


  It can’t be helped that the viewers would gather at the few berserkers. 


  The large majority of the skills of the Chosen are combat oriented. 


  Rather than the will of God, it is more like the design of the system of God is bad.


  -517: Anonymous from Earth


  When it comes to that, I really gotta respect Ikakin.


  Even though he is scared shitless, he still braves himself to do battle. 


  -518: Anonymous from Earth


  I want Hikaru-kun who is shut in to do his best too.


  I am sure he would be super strong if he were to fight.


  His spirit magic is crazy. 


  -519: Anonymous from Earth


  *Spirit Ability


  -520: Anonymous from Earth


  You guys all talking about battles being the best, but you are all watching the ero channels too, right?


  -521: Anonymous from Earth


  Of course.


  It would be rude not to!


  -522: Anonymous from Earth


  So cool (not).


  -523: Anonymous from Earth


  I remembered this after the talk about food, but it seems like you can survive even after eating a Spirit Stone.


  -524: Anonymous from Earth


  The only one who would do that would be the indonesian monk…
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